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ThE ISRAEL INTERFAITH ASSOCTATION welcomes the initiative of the Minister Moshe Arens toward
rectifying the injustice from which the inhabitants of IKRIT AND BIRAM have been suffering for
decades and calls for the acceptance of the plan which will énable these displaced citizens to

return to their homes,

The Association, whose members — Jews, Christians, Moslems and Druze — work for the fostering 7
of mutual understanding among the country's religious and ethnic groups, has long supported
the struggle of the inhabitants of Ikrit and Biram to return to their homes. It has encouraged

all efforts to devise a solution acceptable as far as possible also to the Jewish inhabitants

of the region.

The Israel Interfaith Associntion calls on Minister Arens . and on the Government not to

capitulate to pressures from various directions aimed at preventing the implementation of the
proposal, which is the only possible solution cthically and in the spirit of the Declaration of
Independence. With full understanding for the misgivings and concerns of certain settlers and
despite the challenges that will inevitably arise and which will have to be solved, - there must
be no further postponement in righting this wrong. The Associntion is cun?iﬁeed that the healing
bf this open msore will not only bring respect tu the authorities and the State but will make a
fontribution towards the establishment of lasting peace in this part ;of the world,
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