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Hemorandum on the absorption of Youth Aliyah children

in Gush Etzion, theGolan Heights, the Gaza Sirip, Judea and Samaria

From: J. Shapira, Minister of .....

Youth Aliyah is a department of the Jewish Agency whose functioning
is dependent on the funds raised by the United Jewish Appeal, yet it
ie reluctant to send children to youth villages located beyond the

Green Line (Judea. Samaria, the Gaza Strip and the Golan ﬂeights}.

When I was head of Youth Aliyah I found a solution to this problem,
together with the chairman of the executive, Mr. L. Dulcin, and

the treasurer, Mr., A. Lein...

In those days, children were sent to youth villages, educational
institutions and kibbutzim MyMM beyond the Creen Line (Kfar Etzion,
Kiriat Arba, Elon Moreh, the Golan Heights). Finaneing came from
Keren Hayesod funds, which are not restricted according to Green

Line boundaries.

Lately this problem has come up again: kibtbutzim, moshavim and
community settlements beyond the Green Line (Hassefin (?) in the
Golan Heights, the educational institutions of Rabbi Risgin of the
United States at Efrat —— which serve all Gush Etzion settlements --
the moshavim of the Gaza Strip, Kiriat Arba, et al.) represent ideal
educational frameworks for Youth Aliyah children, especially children

from Ethiopia.

The absorption of Ethiopian (and Israeli) children into these
institutions will further their social advancement, which is most

important for their future.

Preventing their being sent to those educational facilities will

prove very damaging to the children.




Undoubtably there are ways to solve the legel problem. The children's
absorption into settlements beyond the Green Line can be financed

‘ through Keren Hayesod funds as well as non-assigned funds raised by
the Friends of Youth Aliyah which are being sent to the Jewish Agency

treasury.

‘ The task of Youth Aliyah and the Jewish Agency is to find the most
adeguate educational facilities for those children, and ways to reach

this goal,

One cannot condone the damage caused to these children if they are

not being sent to those excellent educational facilities.

These children are being sent to boarding school facilities for
economic reasons or because they are newcomers from Ethiopia.

These are not underprivileged children, and it is therefore most
important that they should live with children of their level and

their abilities, and not with underprivileged children.

The institutions under discussion are the most adequate for these

youngsters, and they are very well prepared for their absorption.

Jewish fundraising in the United States is limited by tax laws.
However, this does not apply to a great part of Eeren Hayescd funds,.
It is hm unacceptable that Jewish organizations should work against
the best interest of children in great need of education, an
education which can be provided by the educational institutions

mentione& above, which are amoeng the best available.

* % *



Mrs P, Kleiman

Mr. P. Kleiman, Great Britain |

Dear J and distant Friends,
Enclosed you will find the memorandum on Youth Aliyah children

and their absorption beyond the Green Line,

I suggested to you, Mrs Kleiman, that the committee in England
earmark money which it is sending to the Jewish Agency (£100,000)
for this partiecular purpose and have it transferred through the

appropriate channels (either directly to the institutions,
agreement ancl earmarted

acrding o WA Jewish :—‘Lg&ncyz:[n favour of the Youth

Aliyah committaa}. Your answer was that this was not feasible.

Therefore I suggest that the money which you are sending to the
Jewish Agency be sent to the World Zionist Federation in order
to facilitate the financing of education and absorption of Youth
Aliyah children. The sums involved cannot be covered by regular

fund-raising alone.

In any case, I am of the opinion that we cannot allnwdﬁﬁanf .
institutions in moshavim and kibbutzim to have no part in the
absorption of Youth Aliyah children because of the faet that

they are located beyond the Creen Line.

I cannot say anything against fund-raising in the United States,
which is legally restricted. However, it is unacceptable that

such restrictions be applied by Jewish organizations,

Furthermore, I am sure that many friends of the Committee in

Great Britain agree with me on this point.
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I am asking you therefore to consider the matter once more, i.e.
how can we send these children to educational institutions beyond

the Green Line despite the difficulties mentioned above?

It was a pleasure meeting with you, and I wish to thank you again

for your courtesy.

Yours sincerely,




Mr. 5. Stein

Great Britain

Dear Sir,
I am enclo 'ng herewith a memorandum on children in the care of
Youth Aliyah (which is part of the Jewish Agency) who are to be

sent to educational facilities beyond the Creen Line,

These educational faecilities are among the best available for
these children and can best serve their interests. Also, because

of the children from Ethiopia, this matter has become more urgent. .

Tou will understand, from the memorandum, that it is particularly

important for these children to be educated at these institutions,

which are more than ready to accept the Ethiopian youngstersi

Gush Etzion, Efrat (Rabbi Rkskin), oulpenim for girls in the Caza

Strip, Hesder yeshivot in the Gaza Strip and Elun.i::::?(ffad?

-E:: caPe.n Coutses for Ethiopian youths aged 16 for a

period of two years, until their call-up into "hesder"), oulpanim

for girls at Kiriat Arba (with their outstanding experience),

the high-school yeshiva at Heefin, not far from the hesder yeshiva .

on the Golan Heights, and thelist is far from complete.

There is no doubt that an Ethiopian child will greatly benefit
from such an educational framework. This will change his fate and

help him find his spot in Israeli society.

Hothing can be said against Jewisgh fundraising in the United States,
except that £f it is limited by local tax laws. However, this does

not apply to Keren Hayesod funda from various countries -- and we

are talfking here about a few hundred thousand dollars, no more,
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It is unacceptable that Jewish organizations should prevent
Touth Aliyah from sending children to adequate educational

institution because of their being located beyond the Green Line.

dince you are one of the personnalities involved in Keren
Hayesod fundraising in England, I would greatly appreciate your

letting me know your thoughts on the matter.

Yours sincerely,
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