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REP.OBEY:

" _.We then have a number of other newspapers articles, including
one by Jackson Diehl which says "Israel Boosts land Seizures".

And it says -- and I have no idea whether this is accurate. I
want to ask you if it is. But 1t says while the palestinians of
Artis (ph) waited out a 40-day curfew after January 15, teams of
igraeli land agents began staking out tracts on the hillside
outside the wvillage. Then, two weeks after the war ended, a
notice arrived. Israel's government had decided to sBeize 360
acres of traditional village land, wiping out much of the
agriculture on which the community depends. '

The confiscation was one of a sudden rash of land takeovers
ipnitiated by Israel in the West Bank in the two months after the
Persian Gulf War, amounting to at least 7,500 acres so far that
appears linked to a vast new program for construction of Jewish
settlements. It then goes on to suggest the rationale under which
Igrael allegedly takes the land, saying that Israel bases their
land seizures on an interpretation of 15th century Ottoman
Turkish law, which required villages and families who wanted to
register their ownership of land to prove they had cultivated the
property for 10 consecutive years. And because it's difficult for
a number of reasons for them %o do so it sets it up for
confiscation. So alleges the article.”




yhvran TWa
phesan A% navd
NN W2 P
SEC BARER: -
" . ..Sompone told me, and I don't want to -- I don't want to say

this as being an absoluta fact, because I haven't checked 1it.
But I believe that there's only about 35 percemt of the occupied
territories that hasg not been in one way or another utilized, or
ig being utilized, by Israel either through settlement activitios
or approoriation in the manner that the article you just
mentioned outlines, I can't tell youo that everything in that
artiecle is accurate, because I don't know whether it is or not.

I suppose we could have it analyzed and send you a report.

REP.OBEY: - '.
"T would like you to do that.”
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