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Note concerning the properties of the Sinail Monastery situated
south of the Sinal peninsula

The Prime Minister of Israel
Dear Madams

I am very honoured to present to yeu this note explaining some
of the abnormal circumstances occuring in the Sinal monastery in the ‘
S8inail peninsula at the present time, I begin the note with this preface
so that you can fully visualize the nature of the subject,
1) The Sina!l monastery known as Saint Catherine's monastery was founded
in the reign of emperor Justinian (546-566), It was determined by the
emperor that the distance between the four ends of the monastery takes
three and & half days walking from any end of the monastery to the one
facing 1t.
2) In the years 639-641 the prophet Muhammad approved all the privileges
granted by emperor Justinlian to the monastery and he recemmanded all
moslems to take care of the monastery's bishop and its properties in .
all parts of the Islamiec world,
3) In the year 1917 Sultan I according to & specilal firman, renewed
all the privileges granted by the prophet te the menastery and he added
new ones,
4) At the time of the French expedition to Egypt Napoleon Bonaparte
issued & decree in which he confirmed the monastery!s rights from the
time of emperor Justinian till his days and he gave orders for the rebul-
lding of the msnastery's wall which had been destroyed due to an earth-
quake,
5) In the year 1849 the Khedive Abbas Helmi reaffirmed all the clauses
of Sultan Selim's firman and he granted a hundred feddans to the ploas

foundations of the monastery,







Y il

IEPA AYTOKPATOPIKH MONH e
TOY ©EOBAAIZTOY OPOYZ ZINA ne

(Meréyiov Kalpou)
Ly ~ b

*ApiBy

8) In the time of the British occupation the high commissioner Sir
Wingate in 1912 reaffirmed to the archbishop Porphirles II all the
privileges and rights of the monastery previocusly cited,

7) In the year 1926 Fouad I King of Egypt 1ssued a royal decree ack-
nowledging the archmendrite Porphirios III as arbdishop and he granted

him all the rights pertaining to hils predecessors,

g8) In the year 1960 the great leader Gamal Abdel Nasser issued & repu- ®
blican decree for the appointment of the archmendrite CGregoriles Hlnil;
topoulos as arbishop of Sinail depending on the result of the electlons
which took place in Calro on the 4th of January 1969.

On the 26th of September 1972, it was confirmed to my knewledge that
the Mizaniya tribe was selling pleces of land pertaining to the mona=-
stery. I took great concern and invited the four tribes seXling in the
monastery's land (situated North of Abu Zunayma till Hamam Faraun in

the Suez gulf and west of the Sinal peninsula and the Akaba gulf till
Gariyat Zahab in the South till Ra's Muhammed, which are the Jabaliya,
Alajat, Al Sawalha and Awlad Said and I informed themof what I was told
and that the assault of the Mizaniya tribe South of Sinal is considered
{11egal and that is made aggressive deeds against the Alajat tribe and
thet 1t began to sell the land pertaining to the Nenastery to fereigners,
All the attendants confirmed the truth of that, they also said that all
these lands pertained to the monastery from times immimorial.

This 1s why we send te your honeur this note informing your honour of
the prevalent situation in the South of Sinal and the efforts exeted by

the monastery for the preservation of its rights,
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May you accept my greatest respect

Archbishop of Sinai

LA

(FE
a copy of this note was sent to @ 'Sélfff
Secretary Genera)l of the United Natlons
Head of the UN E 3 C O ‘.

Secretary General of the Church Counelil

Spanish Embassy in Cairo: Department of United States Affairs
The Foreign minister of the United Kingdom

The foreign minister of France

The foreign minister of Spaln

The Head of the International Court

The Forelgn minister of the United States of America

THe Greek Embassy In Cairo
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To Her Excellency The Prime Minister
of I SRAEL
Calro, 3rd January 1973,
Excelleney,

On 29th December 1972 and under Rer, No., 345 I sent you the title=-
deeds of the Holy Monastery of Sinai in the southern region of the Sinail
peninsula, These title-deeds have never been disputed by anyone to these
who have at different times occupled the are and the landed property of'
the Monastery has always been recognised as belonging to my Holy jurisdi-
c¢tion since 4th January 1969 date of my election and since 1l6th January,
1969 when I was reclgnised as Archbishop of Sinal and in consrquegce ruler
and ssverelign over this part of Sinal by virtue of the fact that I repre-
sent the Monastery, In splte of this I am obliged today to write once more
asking for your support on a subject I will explain below, a subject which
while being of the utmost importance to me and the Monastery 1s utterly
insignificant to those who have exploited and are exploifing thias region,
using the land belonging to me to enrich themselves, breaking an 1ntr.-rnl.
tionsl law the law that i1s that the surface of the land belongs to me, I
shall here glve you an example of practice gulte the opposite of this: The
Covernment of Cyprus having carried out drlilling cperations to discover
water in Monsstery lands 1n Cyprus for irrigation purposes and to meet the
water needs of nine or ten villages in the region where the Monastery land
i1s situated offered san appropriate compensation to the Monastery which laid
no claim to the water coming out of 1it,

I am mentioning this to plont out that the Government of Cyprus a
newly esatablhshed state recognises the rights of severelghty of the Mona=
stery over its landed property and has not violated any internatiopal law,
tut on the contrary abode by 1t informing the Monastery in time of the

above-mentioned operations,
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While this is that way the Covernment of Cyprus acted in the matter
thare are companies that have come since the second half of the present
sentury and settled in the lands of the Monastery situated in Scouth Sinal
where the lMonastery 1s located lands recognised as being the property of
the Mannat-fy even by the Arab tribes of the neighbourhood as 1s shown by
the hereby attached document in Arablc and its translsticn in English
these companies are exploliting the oll magnesium, copper and other ones
they discovered 1n the lands belonging to the Monastery by drilling l.n"
I laying oil-pipes on the ground and openling mines thus breaking the above-
mentioned international law,

My predecessor of blessed memory asked the Italdan company of Abu
Redelsh 1n 1966 to defray the expenses of the celebration of the 14@0th
snniversary of the founding of the Hénlatory and so the company paid in
the form of a grant and not as royalty the sum of 1800 pounds, Let me say
hepe that I have no idea why my predecessor msccepted this payment In this
form, but anyway this is how it was made, Earlier he asked for a drill in
opder to look for water and this cost the company 1500 pounds, The nex
year he saked for water pipes for the agueduct bullt in the vieinlty né
the Monmstery and the company pald price of pipes 5000 metres long.

Four yeara haved passed slnce without any measures being taken by
the Monastery this insctlion being due td various factors like the war of
1067 the death of thé late Archbishop in 1968 the time that intervensd
betwsen the latter event and the electlion of his successor in 1969 the
organlsation of the Monastery on new lines and the problems old ag well
as new confronting 1it,.

Now however that the Monastery is under occupation no money can be
sent to it from egypt for its support and that to the Eedoulns of the
reglon in spite of this the Monastery has continued to dlstribute food

to the Arabs and though it has received help from other scurces throught
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the World Council of Churches, I sm obliged to ask support for the Monaste-
ry so that the companies may pay the sum reguired for 1ts subsistence at
leaast asbnce 1968 when they resumed their operstions with the accompanying
profits, I have also to ask for further support for the bullding of a guest-
house at a distance of 4(four) kilometres fromthe lionastery so that the
monks may have mental and bodily rest from the tens of dialy vislitors who
disturb their peaceful life when they left the wobld behind them taking
refuge in that distant desert exactly in order to be able to worship G'
in pesce and absolute ssdusion, The bullding of a guest-house will allow
visitors to visit the lMonastery without disturbing the monk's life or the
timetable of their prayers and to change before they do so lntoclothes
sulted to the visit to an anclent venerable Monastery having 1ts roots in
the first years of asceticism,

Summing up my letter let me stress that I am asking first for the
compensation of the Monastery for the exploitatlon of its lands by the
oil, magnesium, copper companiss a compensation based on international
law second for economic assistance so that the Monastery may be able to
continue its charitable work, such an asslistance 1t recelves at present
only from Ureece and Cyprus bot: from thelr Churches and bheir Governments
third for pclitical support in order to secure 1ts rights granted 1t by
the Governments of wvarious nations,

Hoping that this memorandum ;will receive your support and that I
shall have sn answer as to the measures you will take to secure and safe=-
guard the rights of my Holy Monastery over which I preside and for the
maintaining of whose reights and privileges I am responsible I beg you to

accept our humble blessings for anything you will d¢ and
remain

Yours in our Lord Jesus Christ

The Archbishop of Sinal

.Lti e I-i'_l.i."'
f=
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&5 tona cf rsfined petroleum
80 tons of Solar

40 tons of petrol

20 tons of asphalt

10 barrels of coal-ter

1 ton of naphtha

2 varrels oll for machines No 40

80 tons paraffin wax

All this from the oll production and about 4000 pounde from the

4 4 QI WEd




Friday 15th of Septembre 1972 1n the presence of his emlinence the
chbishop of S8inel and the leaders of the forr tribes recognised Ly

which are Algebalia, Alswalha, Alagat, end Awlad BSaid
sllowing facts were accepted

- |

The above mentloned tribes acknowledge the property of the Nonaste=

shich takes 3 1/3 days walking m r end of the ilonastery to

facling which exteands from the Monastery's location on

-

the one

the mountaln to Akaba, from there till Nekbhil and three lines 1in
Darb Elhag Elmasry and from thepe } ne red sea shore on the Suez
iulf and the Akaba gulfl and sharm Elahelikh,

of common sccord the four tplbes agr=ed to live peacefully together
in the land of rights of

A x
i

the other according to the prevailing law in action from the time

of ths Prophet Mouhammad and his succesasors, and Sultan Selim I ’

517, Hapolson in 1803, Mubammed Al 1820, the Fhedlve Abbas Helmli
and King Fousd I and which 1s still prevalent till the present days,
The attendants agreed that the four tribes should register their

properties and all other dealings which took place elther as buyling

or selling in the pericd from 1926 till 1969, The confirmation of
all thls by the Monastery should be present in the Monastery's regl-

= ¥
aLer,

It 1s p‘._.in"_;; re.‘;u&[,iﬁm‘ that members of the trlbes shou 14

thelr dealings =ither buylng or selling to thelr own tri

e

Beglning from 15.6,1972 1t was also agreed that the four tribes
were prohlbited to sell any property to = foreign Government Or
tribe without referring to the Monastery for 1tas acceptance; In

turn the Monastery szhould try to solve all kinds of problems whi
J :

might face any of the tribes and which could oblige 1t to sell a

sart of 1ts property solving a finsncial problem, The Monaatery then

3

should present sll needed help Lo the tribes and repel any kind of

5

attack from forelgn tribes on the borders previously clted and help

the tribes to defend . opertlas agalnst any foreign agression.
i r - - e
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Jarusalem, 2 January 1972

Your Grace,

i wish to thank you warmly for your perseanal
letter to me ln connection with the recent fire at the Saats
Catherina Coavent.

[ em sure you are aware of our stand coanceming
the protection and preservation of all Holy Places that are
under the coatral of sur forces, and particularly the Santa
Catherina Convent.

I do not think that cur men need any thanks -
they were only performing thelr duty in Wallng thelr best
to save the Convent from any damage.

| only wish to repest and emphpsize again the
gssurances given to you by the Miinlster of Defence and
Tat-2Alul Gagit of our readiness o extend to you sny assistance
you mey ask for \n repalring the damage and in the measures
to be taken for the preventioa of such incidents ia the future.

Sincerely yours,

Goide Maelr
His Grace
The Archblshop of Mount Sinal,
Couvent du Maont Siasl, I E AL T

CC. lunmarked)
Tat=-Aluf Gazit, Ministry of Delence
Mrs. Yael Vered, Ministry for Forelgn Affairs, Jerusalam.




LAt X 1

e« VESRNXN




2*%ss maea ‘3 0oy
1971 2 amz7va 20

143-1-9 .3
P*Y9I19Y LIV AT L1950 o3Bn AR - 2933R R W Yk

nYoon v navh n3n/o :nmn

RINIE 199D 9'0R 3102 -~ DISINP AFA0 3R tFIvAm
23.7.712 0y*y 1615/71 /"9y  janan

1303%9n InB3 YR en B WexRY Y*in Janae aYap ks vaIn
JIYTIA BYVINYE @ Y YTanD yasw

'3 YeBda vEY PR L,BYIYHER Y33A ,1tayR DpYIRX WRY
3738 M3 by 020 Yy miYenn _pap Sy 2188 Yapr mavwap-mmae atia
~1VER

grypan Y30 YP TIES RMYINE DI YRADY BYATIRE ni1t3e Se mwpaa

2TINYYEN B EInA VP DABNY JAY) - A3AP ARIe *22% AT YION3 IEN e

BOwa 012 P 3 (A9130R YRRy PIRYY YR FATYR) MIBN TIA a3

913 ,harer r2a% ovipa B1IRY 93y 23tk vy waa Ymvaa 130 Lprman
AL ALL

JBPANE 0TTATTRAD BYRYIA TED AYFYARY NYYIR 3VIBY nap Yr , nxr oy
71733 g197% Yam pipn" evwpana B33n LAY NI3F 19 D2 anh perayad

TR B

‘M vHe

TYRRAN W N9y ,nvra .9 Y'En apayn
TIAR TYEd 0" *nvR aYmas ,1MY . ‘22




YRIY?! nyrIn
1Tnvan TI¥D

1y3-1-1

o'newa aYiyan oien

"MItTe YR D

AvUoDT WK now?

(N*223RY NRATINY? 7E , 13703 asaY) aajen nysa a"xo

7170 B |ITIIIXN An2DY .







YRA¥Y* narTn
1TAYvan TIYnN .

R g'mYwa nYivan ommn

-]

s JRETTE TN

peYoma 1Y3Fa YR YOUED jamdD 7§ 1?7 N3N WMTIn
My g <5

SO DhoEYY oniany? Twpn 733 1apTaF agva 7?7 amay
@* At 99231 ,13Y0I013 neha@ DINA3 WK 0ROITEA pIDIPDA 23
LMD JU¥D A3YI0P Npata xan?

TR O = AMIN ATI0% g*PIRT 11Y0aARE 730 YIAIR

«PT3 Y20 vion n%3a% nPI5Y0 207R2 7IPE? ORATN 0K TRPD

1183 90 7@ oAYRINEAN OR PIATY TN? @7 3373
10pan UK 223 03% -r¥I0% 13vA11133 13T DY RAPR DR

LIOFD 18@ 25 N1YPR Oy 23n% oYpran papray







Copy

Convent du Mont Sinai

To Her Excellence

The Prime Minister of Israel
Mrs. Golda Meir

A Tel Aviv

Your Excellence,

Remaing me in Cairo | informed by Royter that a great
fire was excited to our on Sinai Monastery of Sainta Catherina.
The remors were many and it was not possible to know the truth.
Radios were one agalnst the other and for that reason | took the plain for
Athenes and from there to Tel Aviv Jerusalem because the Greek hmbassadﬂr.
of Churches informed in Airport of Athens that they gave order to
Greek Consilar of Jerusalem to come in Monastery to see he also
the damages of the fire and the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of
Jerusalem His Beatitude Monsieur Benedlctos had express His will to come
here to see also the reality of the different informations. I arrived at
| December the next day of the fire and all by the accompany of His
nobless the Brigator General Gazit and Mr. Lavy we arrived at one
o'clock in the Monastery and we find all the monk In good health and they
explained to all at the beginning and to myself after the departure of my
company how was spinning the fire and great and important help gave
your Government to the Monks and to the Arabs of the tribal of Cebelic by .
soldiers by helicopters and by all the means which have a conteperary army
as Your in his hands and in some hours the fire was siping. For that
reason and for what say to me the General Gazit about the reconstruction of the
Monastery [ am not only obliged to send this letter but also to express
our gratefullness for what you have done and to thank for what he has proposes
me if we shall have the ald of [srael State and | remain always a special prayer
to Almighty for you

[ the Archbishop of Mount Sinal Gregrios
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