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MENTATEE YOSEFM SHAPIEAS OFIICE

Hr. Willlan Cross=an
Prosident

Ruktaa Finaneial Zepviceds Inc

Pear Willias,

It Is wery difficulc to debate an issta on paper. We really
naed  to get togerher. Thera 1s no doubt that telavislon yievars
will always side with a young boy belng arrested, There fs also
wey doubt char rhe South Koreans are: battec equipgped to handle
tiots. However, do not forget, my dear William, thac the
deponstrators thera are not fighting co drivae the Koreans into
the sea or kill policemen. They are demonstrating aegalnst che
current government. Wheo the issue was control over Rores, eicher

he Communists in the North aided by China/Russia, or the South
Eareand backed by the Americans; the babble was very differeat.
Wa are dealing with children's play compared with the arrocities
that went an therel
Perhaps vou cecall haw the dmericans fought din Vietnaz, the
French fn Algeria, and the Russlans in Afghanistan, Hungery and
Crechaslavakia. Do you resgaber how we were accused of zgaresslon
by both Bulganin and Eisenhower and forced to pull out of Sinatl?
I don't recall American Jewry going wild over that bhit of
infustice. You wouldn't Force Russia to 1lsave Hungary ar
Czechoslovakia, Accordine to that noble states=an De Caulle, we
vere also the agzresscors in the Six Day War!
dave you noticed how Iraq and Iran are shooting missiles at
each othar's cictlzens and no one gets up to protest or say a
single word? But about our police clubs sveéryons bas sosethlng to

say! Why? Because we're Jewsl There are slso masochistic Jews who
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are willing to appear on the interaational =edia to present us as

a brutal people and our soldiers as cruel and amerciless toward
women and childeen,

My dear Willfaml T can tell you that no whers in the world
is- there & more humanitarian arsy or more honorable soldiera,
Yes, there are a few exceptions, and they are duly punished. But
the medls has created the illusion that these exceptions are the
norm, and good, sulid Jews have been persuaded to believa these
lies, They speak out against the State of Israel in the media and .
provide our ens=mies with verbal asmunition. Thers may be a dehate
over the political asspacta and the means we ought to use.
Howevar, you must understand that we are not Ffighting over
colonies like the French, the Americans and the Russians. We arae
fighting for our Jives. The bacttle 1s not over Jodea and
Samaria—it is over Wadl "Ara (the road from Afula to Hadera) and
Jerusalem. It Is not Just a guestion of Jaffa and the Western
Galilee which were not included in the U.H. parcicion plan in
1947, but also of Lod, Ramle and hundreds of other places where
thousands of Arabs lived in peverty before the War of
Independence. There are hundreds of thousanda of refugees whase
brothers=—llussein, Assad and Nessar—acted to keep them in camps,
persecute them and cruelly murder thousands of them, For .'
political reasons, the Arabs want thesa refugees back in Israsl
s0 they can destroy us Eroa within!

T have no idea what the political solution will he, but I am
certain that such a solutfon will be found only when the
overwnalnming majericy of Taraells are convinced that the Arabs
have gbandoned warfare and are genuinely prepared for a Jewish
state, with all the isplicationa, in this region. We must have
borders which will guarantee the Jewish inhabitants a sense of
segurity and are broad enowgh €o hold all che Jews in exila who
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will eventually reach Israel {(those who remain Jews, be they
Orehodox, Consecvative or Beform). We must be able to build
an autonoaous econcmic infrastructure. Above all, the majority
must be convinced that peace is not just a lull in the war which
allows you to prepsre for the next one, but trus peacs,
As long as we do not have this deep-down feeling, there will
ke po pesce., There will be no (Jewish) majority in the Knesgast
willing to accept it, Peace cannot be achleved if the future of
the oState of Iscael hangs on a majority of 2-3 (Jewish) Knessst .'
members.
As for ethicas, righteousness and justice, let me say this
loud and clear: the establishment of the State of Israel i3 the
greatest act of righteocusnesa that has ever taken place in chis
evil, eruel, deceivful world. Anything that is done to keep the
State of Israel alive is just, righteous and trus-——and not only
because it 1s permissible but because ir is imperativa, Of
course, what 13 forbidden, is forbidden and anyope who does |
otherwize will be punizhed.
If, for the sake of Israel's survival, there isa choice |

between cluba and Firesrms, we belleve the [orser I8 preferable.

If women and children throw stones and Moloktov cocktalls to .
lower our morale and keep us out of certain areas 1ia Israel,
action of one sort or another must be taken te prevent them from
achieving their wultinete aim=-the destruction of the Sktate of
Israel.
I am not sure what Rabbi Schindler would say if something
similar was happening to him; to hia children or grandchildren,

to the menhers of his congregation or his students on thelr way
hos#! To sit in America and publically accuse a nation defending
itself and 1its ishabitants of immorality--when here fn Israel,
0% of the Jewish population approves of the army's behavier—




that iz not the Jewish way! Is that "gemilut hassadia"? Is that

rightecusness? What it amcunts to is a feeling that we are belng
Stabbhed in the back!
When we are commanded to admonish our fellows, it is always

in private. To do so in public is to shame the person, and as the
rabbis tell us, “better that a man throw himself into a burning
furnace than shame his fellow man in public™. If this is walid
for a private individual, how much more so if it is the State of
Israal which ia being maligned! [ ) |

Sincerely yours;

Yoseph Shapira
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February 10, 1988

Minister Yoske Shapira
Jarusal em

ISRAEL

Dear Yoskei

I enjoved speaking to you and discussing the possibility of being
a part of a delegation visiting Poland. It is extremely important
that we keep alive the lessons of the Holocaust. A3 soon as the
arrangements are finalized pleage let me know.

I £think it very important for vou and your fellow ministers to
realize the very strong negative effect that the relationship of
Israel with the Palestiniana has in the United States. The
public relatione battle 18 being lost by Israel, and it 1is
happening guickly. There will never be a gituation in which a
seoldier with a gun or a ¢lub over a €ivilian will have the
sympathy of the public. There is a picture in today's TIMES of
eoldiers arresting an Arab boy of maybe ten or eleven. Can the
world sympathize with the soldier?

At the same time that television showed the Arab mobs and
Igrael's approach, they alsc showed the situation in South Eorea.
Their approach is different from ours. The mobs are exactly the
game, but tha South Koreane have units that are armed with
ghields and various types of armor so that they are impervious to
stones:. As a result there are very few casunalities among
civilians in South Korea and the mobs are contrelled. I do not
believe that we can possibly feel that the solution is for us
either to kill or to maim yvoungsters who throw stones. I know
this is 2@ Bensitive issue with vou, but what about the ultra=
Orthodox Jews who throw stones at automobiles that are travelling
on the Sabbath. Would anyone conceivably use violence against
them though they are doing something illegal? I know the
situation is not comparable, but we are an ethical people and we
judge ourselves and should judge curselves by standards that are .
;Efy high. We are a holy people and we ghould do things that are
oly.

We have heard objections to the Israell policy from Rabbi
Echindler of the Reform Movement and of Rabbi Schorsch of the
Conservative Movement. Ethice, loving kindnes nd. the
relationship of man to his fellow man 3 ah _ff,.r Wd" is
the cornerstone of Judaism and it is a frightening possibility
that we who have been so abused in the past may be falling into
the trap of becoming abusers ourselves. i would hope and pray
that that would not happen. I believe we also have a problem in
the image thF Israeli youth has of the Arab. Israeli youth have
a very negative picture of the Arab as terrorists and Araba have
a4 view of the Jews as cppressors and conguerors.



, T s

From the figures that we have seen the extreme polnts of view of
a Meir Kahane have a great deal of sympathy among the young in
Israel. We who have been l1ifelong Zioniets and who believe 5o
fervently in the State of Israel also believe in democracy. We
certainly cannot have a Jewisgh State, democracy, and also annex
the West Bank.

NHone of us believe that the solution is an easy one, but we
believe very strongly that the solution is not to shoot or to
club civilians even if the civilians themselves are not behaving
in the manner that they should be ethically or morally.

I know that the answer 18 anything but simple. I do believe
however that we must begin to negotiate and I plead with vou to
begin discussions both within the government so that we can have

4 united policy and determine some method of settlement which is
separated from wviolence,

and I do hope that you and fellow members of your party
will take into account some of our very deep and very sincere
Ehoughte.

T that you are a person who believes in ethics and in
20/ Jﬁ’:’, ‘W

Cordially,

{iH*Eé%%Efgigélﬁssman
Pregident

Mweg S acw
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