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Breakfast meeting between President Reagan and Prime Minister Begin
at the White House, Washington, D.C., Cabinet Room
Thursday, September 10, 9:10 a.m.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

PRESENT: American side: The President, the Vice President, Haig, Weinberger,
Meese, Kirkpatrick, J. Baker, M. Deaver, Allen, McFarlane, Veliotes,
Lewis, Habib, Kemp.

Israeli side: Prime Minister, Shamir, Burg, Sharon, Evron, Kuberski,
Kadishai, Tamir, Sagui, Poran, Bar-On, Avner, Nehushtan, Tehila,
Uri Porath.

THE PRESIDENT: We are going to have to eat and talk at the same time; we

are going to have to talk with our mouths full. I will ask Secretary Haig
to bring us up-to-date on the various meetings that have taken place since

yesterday morning.

HAIG: One of the topics for discussion which has not yet been touched upon
is the peace process. [ speak on behalf of the President when I say that
we want everybody to understand that we are fully behind the Camp David
Accords and we remain comitted to that process. We are very anxious to
get moving on the autonomy talks. I believe our meetings have been very
productive so far. Yesterday, at lunch, we had a very detailed discussion

on the Lebanese issue and we agreed to put together a group this afternoon

on this to work out an integrated appraisal.

Mr. Sharon yesterday raised proposals in the discussion on the strategic
relationship. A great deal could be done over time with some limitations,
but I think it is time to get started. There are three areas which

Secretary Weinberger has touched upon. It may be possible to put together

a draft of a memorandum of understanding (m.o.u.) on these matters.
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WEINBERGER: Mr. President, we talked about two or three areas where there is
possibility of agreement of the type of things we can put into a m.o.u. or a
draft of one. There is a desirability of prepositioning medical supplies.
Israel's medical facilities are extremely good. Then, perhaps, to begin
contingency planning on contingencies that might affect the Middle East as

a whole. Perhaps in that connection reference can be made to the defense
of the region as a whole, some port calls of our ships and general planning.
Perhaps this could be included in a m.o.u. or a draft of one to be put

together shortly. This could be the beginning.

SHARON: 1 emphasized yesterday that as far as cooperation is concerned,
though important, it no doubt involves us with many problems. It is hard

to believe that we can get involved with the U.S., without in a way having

pur hands tied. Therefore, we believe that to embark upon this cooperation
it should be on a wide-range of activities. Yesterday I mentioned several
fields of activity. I spoke about the long-range air, long reach strategic
capability of Israel. We have this at present, though limited to our own
needs. We believe that with}gggﬁs that we can also support you immediately.
We understand the sensitivity of this with regard to your involvement in
Arab countries. Any such arrangement will demand many things from us and

from you but this would not be against the Arab countries but the purpose

of it would be to deter the Soviets. Then we talked about the prepositioning
of armor. We still have had no detailed dicussion on this. I don't know

whether you think in terms of an armored division or core -- 365 tanks or

1,000 tanks -- and how long they will be there. We have the capability
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to start this immediately. Of our 3,000-odd tanks, most of our equipment --
2,000 -- are American. We thought in terms of putting some of these tanks
at your disposal immediately. For that we must be compensated for by
payment thus enabling us to produce our own tank, the Merkhava, and this
will, of course, involve you in the further shipment of tanks to Israel.
Within months we can hand over to you a certain number of tanks. As for
the details, I hope to be able to discuss them with Secretary Weinberger.
These, then, are two fields:
(1) the long-range strategic power .
(2) the prepositioning of armor.
There is a third field and this is how to deploy in Israel aircraft
by using our aviation industry for maintenance -- aircraft in the European
theatre, the Persian Gulf or the West Asian theatre. We can maintain 150
aircraft at a time -- F-15s, F-16s and Phantoms.
Then, we have offered medical support. My proposal would be that
this be integrated with our existing medical system, i.e, to use existing
hospital facilities and expanding them as need be.
We offer you an umbrella if one day you have to move an airlift into .
the Middle East. Israel is like an aircraft carrier with such a capacity.
To have this umbrella we would need a certain number of F-15s and F-16s
and were you to have to embark on an airlift into the area, we would have
the capacity to protect the heavy planes.
I wish to say a word about the balance of intelligence. We are suffering
heavy damage as a result of the peace -- which is a good thing in itself --
and we have to a large extent lost our defensive capacity by withdrawing
from Sinai. Also, because of the deployment of Syrian missiles in

Lebanon, we do not have a cover of the most sensitive places in Syria.
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Our answer would be to have a satellite of our own, which we know is
complicated, or to get satellite photographs through a ground station
which would be established in Israel. Our army is based almost solely
on reserves. The standing army is very small. We have a 24-hour system
of mobilization and we are in crucial time for at least 3 days until the
mobilization is carried out. If we do not get immediate information,
we face major threat.

So, when we speak of strategic cooperation, we talk of a wide range of
activities. I cannot speak on behalf of the Prime Minister but I would

1ike to express a personal view ...

PRIME MINISTER: When you express a personal opinion -- speak on my

behalf.
SHARON: When somebody cooperates in many areas we understand we cannot
do everything we would 1ike to do. But we face the same problem of containing

the Soviets and we are ready to do it.

PRIME MINISTER: Mr. President, the remarks made by my colleague General

Sharon are most important. I would 1ike to add two items. First, the
airfields. 1 do not understand why my good friend Sadat did not agree to
put the Etzion air base at your disposal. We were prepared to put that
airfield at your disposal both before the peace treaty and afterwards.

From that air base you can fly to any part of the Middle East. But I
don't want to embarrass Sadat; he is very touchy about it. Maybe you will
take it up with him again. I wish to say that we are ready to put at

your disposal the two airfields you have built for us in the Negev. Maybe
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it will require the lengthening of runways and other adjustments. Secondly,
we have two deep water harbors -- Haifa and Ashdod. The Sixth Fleet 1ikes
to come to Haifa. When I visited the Nimitz, Rear Admiral Shultz told me
that the sailors love to visit Haifa. When I boarded the Nimitz I was greeted
with whistles and I thought it was some kind of demonstration but the
Admiral told me it was their welcome. The Captain, he said, tell the sailors
that if you will behave you will see Haifa, and when they come they enjoy
a friendly welcome. So, send your specialists and we will be prepared
to put those harbors at the disposal of the Sixth Fleet.

As the Secretary of State had mentioned the peace process, I shall
ask Dr. Burg, the Chairman of our Autonomy Committee, to explain where matters
stand concerning those talks. When I met two weeks ago President Sadat
in Alexandria, we reached agreement in half-a-minute on the renewal of
the talks. They will be renewed on 23 and 24 September. That night,
when I met with Sadat in Alexandria, we could not get hold of Atherton.
Sadat said to me we have forgotten to inform our American friends, but we
did so %mmediate]y afterwards. I wish to suggest that we leave the location
of the talks as decided, that they be held in Cairo. I read in the press
that perhaps they should be convened in New York but 1 think they should
take place in the region itself. Perhaps afterwards, subsequent talks
might be held here. We have real proposals to make on how to activate
the talks. May I say that normalization is being completely revived in all
spheres and this is one of the main results of Alexandria. In a few days'
time we shall be receiving a large delegation from Egypt to discuss commerce,
agriculture, irrigation, etc. Sadat needs irrigation 1ike air to breathe
and we can help.
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BURG: In a nutshell, I would like to say that the outcome of Camp David

was in two areas -- the peace treaty and the understanding that there should
be autonomy talks for a self-governing authority for the Arab inhabitants

of Judea, Samaria and the Gaza District. This was the philosophy. But
philosophy is one thing and brass tacks is something more difficult. Where
were we stuck? The Prime Minister said that one of the main problems of
Egypt is irrigation but on this matter we have irritation. The philosophy
of the talks ranges between two extremes. We do not want to be absolute
rulers of more than one million Arabs and secondly, we cannot afford a
Palestinian state. It would be a communist state, irridentist and a danger
to our lives. Between these two points, the idea of a self-governing
authority was conceived, We met several times. We did quite a good job

on technicalities -- on how the electorate would vote, the supervision

of the elections, etc. But we did not make progress on one important matter
and I can put that into a mathematical formula. Autonomy is not sovereignty.
Sovereignty minus x is autonomy. Our problem was to determine the size of
the x. For Egypt, autonomy was seen as a corridor top an Arab state and

for us, instead of an Arab state, a substitute for an Arab state. These
discussions were interrupted by a time factor that has lasted for 15 months.
For 15 months Egypt did not want to come to the table of negotiation.

I do not know why. Sometimes Israel might have given them an excuse such

as the Jerusalem Law, but that was just an excuse. I do not know what
brought about the change of Sadat's mind and I can but guess. Perhaps it
has to do with the drawing closer of April 1982 when we shall conclude the
withdrawal from Sinai. Perhaps this creates a psychological Tinkage to the

fulfilment of the peace treaty.
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Mr. President, to date, Israel has fulfilled the treaty 100%. Perhaps
Sadat thinks it is good to have autonomy talks generating certain results
before April 1982. Ten days ago the decision was taken for talks to begin.
I believe a memorandum of understanding -- a popular word these days =-- can
be reached to have a m.o.u. that would put aside things on which no
understanding can be reached. We have a time-table. On September 23, we
meet in Cairo and I would 1ike that we conclude a schedule that would cover
a number of months for dates of meetings, procedures, level, etc. 1 believe
it is possible. With your assistance -- you are active partners, so it is
written -- we could move along with this part of the peace process. There
are many obstacles. The Palestinians do not join in and I believe this
is because of the PLO terror. The PLO is not only against Jews in Israel
or in Vienna but it also kills Arabs. The policy which Sharon embarked upon
these last few weeks might encourage the Palestinians to join. These are

the essentials.

HAIG: I think, Mr. President, that this discussion is very helpful.
Tomorrow we shall meet and flesh out a detailed work plan. What Dr. Burg
has said is very close to our thinking. The level of the participants will
depend on the working level which will come up with a firm agenda and
bench marks.

With regard to the strategic dialogue General Sharon's thinking is
way ahead of ours. This is as it should be. We have not yet given as much
thought on the matter. We are still in the process of rebuilding a rapid

reaction capability in the Middle East and this discussion is still involved
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with budgets and what would be available on prestationing. I wish to emphasize
that we have practical limitations and not philosophical ones with concepts.

We are just now in the process of rebuilding our strength and this is a practical
matter. I also wish to emphasize the sensitivity of the matter because of

the inter-relationship with the peace treaty and we must avoid the perception
that the U.S. and Israel are colluding with each other at the expense of Arab
states. We are talking about Soviet intervention and internal disorders in

the region.

PRIME MINISTER: Did we not put emphasis on this yesterday?

HAIG: We did.

WEINBERGER: The planning authority for things of this kind rests with the
joint Chiefs of Staff. They are dealing in detailed military planning.

It occurs to me that the proper forum should include the joint Chiefs of

Staff. There is great attraction in the Sharon suggestion -- the availability
of added military strength. We would like to work on this in which our joint

Chiefs can meet with people Sharon will delegate.

PRIME MINISTER: An excellent idea. (jocularly) .. if General Sharon

joins your joint Chief for some two weeks, it won't do any harm.

WEINBERGER: I am not in a position to decide.

SHARON: Mr. Prime Minister, will you tell our people at home.

PRIME MINISTER: I will take care of that,
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PRESIDENT: I must tell you that after one of your earlier victories in one
of your tragic wars, there was talk in the U.S. of making a deal with you.
You give us some of your General staff and we will give you General Moters

and General Electric. (laughter).

PRIME MINISTER: There should be formed a conmittee of both sides. Would

you prefer our friends to come here or you come to us.

WEINBERGER: Either way. I have not thought it through in that detail.

PRIME MINISTER: I would suggest our colleagues come here.

SHARON: I believe the first phase should be on the ministerial level.

HAIG: I think it would be good. We must be very careful about publicity.

SHARON: We have to find the time. I believe for you it won't be convenient

before the end of October . (jocularly) .. this is within the 50-day period.

WEINBERGER: We have a NATO meeting then. We will discuss it further

tomorrow.

HAIG: General Sharon made a perceptive remark as though maybe we are
regulating timing on this dependent on other timing. Not so. We are talking
about Joint studies which are different from the past, that are carefully

coordinated at ministerial level. As far as the State Department is
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concerned, Mr. President, we enter into this with good will. And with the
intention to make specific progress and not just rhetoric as the Prime Minister

said the other day.

EVRON: (jocularly) .. He was quoting somebody -- you, Mr. Secretary.

ALLEN: What would be proper terminology for such a forum -- a Joint Committee

for Cooperation?

HAIG: I would not characterize it now. We are launching a process of

strategic relationship.

SHARON: I would 1ike to emphasize again that we have been involved in a
"strategic dialogue" for six years. Our intention is not to continue to

proceed with such an academic dialogue but to start to work (on tangible matters)
immediately -- not to deal just with the analysis of situatioms in Africa or
elsewhere but to try to take steps and neeéded precautions to contain Soviet

expansionism, which is a mutual interest.

PRESIDENT: Why not? Yes.

I believe we have used up our time. There will be further meetings
between the members. 1 wish to reiterate again that we are allies. We
are partners, it is a two-way street. I know how beneficial this relationship
has been to the United States. It has to be mutual. I look forward to the
further meetings to flesh out what we have discussed. And now I wish to
say one thing that has not yet been said by me. Certain things are said

in the press and I have come to the conclusion one should only read the
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funnies, the comics. I wish to state that it is our intention to state that
the view expressed so often before that we shall not negotiate with the
Palestinians. We will never negotiate with them until they recognize the
right of Israel to exist and abandon their present position. Until then,
we shall never negotiate with the Palestinians.

I hope all of you are as happy as we for these last two days. And I

hope there will be many such ones in the future.

PRIME MINISTER: As head of the Israeli delegation, I want to express my

gratitude to you for our very serious, friendly and productive discussions.

I believe we have made real progress. Our friendship has been deepened

and our understanding has grown. Even when we differ, we do so in a manner
of listening to each other very attentively. [ therefore wish to re-

state the invitation of yesterday. We would like to receive you and

Mrs.Reagan in Jerusalem in a grand reception.

PRESIDENT: After your conversation with Mrs. Reagan last night, you have

an ally in that.
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Meeting between President Reagan and Prime Minister Begin
at the White House, Washington, D.C. =
September 9, Wednesday, 11:10 a.m.

PRESENT: American side -- The President, The Vice President, Haig, Weinberger,
Meese, Kirkpatrick, J. Baker, M. Deaver, Allen, McFarlane, Veliotes,
Lewis, Habib, Kemp.

IsraE1i side -- Prime Minister, Shamir, Burg, Sharon, Evron,
Kuberski, Kadishai, Tamir, Sagui, Poran, Bar-On, Avner, Nehushtan,
Tehila.

(Prior to the meeting, the President and the Prime Minister met in the .
Oval Office for some 50 minutes, with Foreign Minister Shamir, Vice President
Bush, Secretary of State Haig, Richard Allen, Ambassador Evron and

Ambassador Lewis).

PRESIDENT: We have had a good meeting in the other room. A good part of
the meeting was involved in getting ourselves acquainted. We did touch
upon a number of matters and the Prime Minister would like to say something

about them. Mr. Prime Minister, would you 1ike to begin?

PRIME MINISTER: Thank you, Mr. President. In evaluating the situation, I

would 1ike to make a distinction between matters relating to the defense of
Israel and common interests pertaining to the world situation. With regard
to the defense of Israel, we have always demonstrated our preparedness

to defend ourselves. We have never asked another nation to fight our
battles during the five wars. One such war was the War of Attrition,

and for us it was an outright war, Throughout all these trials we
sustained our independence and so we shall in the future. We shall

never ask anybody to send soldiers to sustain our independence. For
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this is our duty and our duty alone. Mr. President, we have a wonderful
young generation -- serene and devoted and ready for self-sacrifice whenever
we are attacked. We hate war but we understand that we always must be
prepared, that we be strong in order to deter aggression. Always, we

must be ready to do what needs to be done to defend ourselves. As in the
past, so in the future -- the defense of Israel is the duty of Israelis.

In this room I can tell you that we now have the possibility to mebilize
700,000 well-trained soldiers. Our army is an army of civilians which

is comprised almost totally of reserves.

I now come, Mr. President, to the matter of common interests. In
our time, with the expansion and aggressiveness of the Soviet Union, we
face one problem which should unite us in a community of interests --
how to defend human liberty. [ believe that in this we do have a deep
common interest. We should seriously and determinedly consult on strategic
cooperation. 1 must tell you, Mr. President, that we do not have much
time to lose. The Middle East situation is serious. The Soviet Union
presently has 2,000 of its best tanks in Libya -- what you call pre-
positioning -- as well as missiles and MiG-25s and even MiG-27s. Few
Libyans even fly such planes. [In Syria, there are 1,000 tanks at the
disposal of the Soviets, in addition to the 2,600 tanks in the Syrian
army. And these include the T-72 which is one of the best tanks in
the world. This tank can sustain a direct frontal hit without damage --
and tanks move forward. As I say, they have in storage in Syria,

1,000 tanks for their own use in addition to the missiles and planes.
In such a situation, after Afghanistan and Ethiopia, we have here proof

of how the Soviet Union is prepared to involve itself on the spot, as
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they helped the Somalis at the time. You will recall that the Soviet
Union directly assisted the Somalis in attacking Ethiopia in the Ogadan
Desert. I wish you to know, Mr. President, that four years ago when I
met your predecessor, early that morning 1 received a cable, an 5.0.5.
from Mangistu (the ruler of Ethopia) in which he wrote to me, "Save
my country". He asked me to talk to the President of the United States.
I wish you to know that before I spoke to your predecessor about matters
concerning my country, I informed him of this message. When I received
it, I remembered how the Italians had invaded Ethiopia before the Second
World War, And I said to President Carter: we have to do something to
help the Ethiopians against the Soviet Union. And then suddenly, the
Soviets changed policy and began helping the Ethiopians against the
Somalis. They rendered assistance to the Ethiopians and pushed back
the Somalis from the Ogadan Desert. They simply switched sides over-
night. Ethiopia is now completely under communist rule. Sadat talked
to me about it. Sadat has shown me on the map and tells me how he is
surrounded (by the communist threat) but then I show him on the map a
little pimple (Israel) and I ask him, how should we feel?

Mr. President, we have a common interest and we should cooperate.
I suggest to you that during our stay here, we should agree basically on
such cooperation. If you give your agreement, | suggest we ask our
Defense Minister to work out the details with your Secretary of Defense.
We should deal during our stay with strategic cooperation between us

on defense matters and then our colleagues could work on the details.

PRESIDENT: We can agree to that. Fine.
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PRIME MINISTER: Arik, do you wish to add something?

SHARON: I would just like to emphasize that we agree to this cooperation.
We have been facing Soviet expansionsim since 1955. We see the Soviet
aggressive strategy and no doubt they are moving forward. Israel can do
things, Mr. President, that other countries cannot do. We have the stability
of a real democracy. We are on the Mediterranean. Israel is a country
positioned from which we can act both in the Mediterranean theatre and in
Africa. We are capable of embarking upon cooperation immediately. We
have American equipment which we can put at your disposal in the shortest
time. We have the needed infrastructure, including military industry,
other industries, airfields and so forth. We have a long-arm strategic
capability, as for example, Entebbe and Baghdad. We have the possibility
to give an air umbrella for distances of hundreds of miles into the
Mediterranean or the direction of the Persian Gulf, to enable American
troops to operate in case of need. Altogether, we have the means for
long-arm cooperation if you decide to move troops into the area, and

we can do it immediately. We are happy to hear from you that you are

interested. Together, we can elaborate practical plans.

PRESIDENT: As I said in the other room, we are allies and we share
common values. The meetings you will have with Secretary Weinberger

and Secretary Haig will reflect this.

PRIME MINISTER: Thank you, Mr. President.

Now, as you said in the Oval Office, you would be derelict in your
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duty as President if we did not have a chance for a hearing.
To our deep rearet, Saudi Arabia is a confrontation country of its
own volition. It joined in all the wars against Israel and has never
signed an agreement with Israel. I wish to tell you in confidence, that
we tried time and again to get in touch with the Saudis but did not succeed.
They support the organization called the P.L.0. It is an organization
bent on our destruction. This should be an axiomatic understanding. They
write it down. We cannot repeat the 1930s when people said that Mein Kampf .
was mere propaganda. It was not propaganda. That embodiment of all
evil in mankind, to use a Churchillean expression, meant every word he
wrote. We cannot disbelieye an enemy who says he wants to destroy
us. The P.L.0. is bent on our destruction. It is written into their
Charter. A few months ago in Damascus, Fatah, the main component of
the PL.D. passed a resolution. They wrote that the Fatah movement is a
movement of national liberation whose aim is the liquidation of the
Zionist entity politically, militarily, culturally and ideologically.
Please note the word "liquidation" with its special association. .
When the Saudis give that organization those hundreds of millions of
dollars, they help an implacable enemy of our country. Then, there
was the meeting of the P.L.0. itself in Damascus. And they passed
a resolution which spoke of the strategic alliance led by the Soviet
Union. This is an euphemism for serving Moscow. We have all the
facts. Beirut has become a world center of terrorism. They reach

Europe and perhaps one day the whole of the Western hemisphere.
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Mr. President, I will start not from the AWACS but refer first to the
problem of the F-15s you intend supplying to Saudi Arabia. They will have
60 F-15s. This is very serious for us. After all, we are close
neighbors; they are on our doorstep, just across the border. A1l the
systems to be supplied to the F-15s will immensely enhance their capability
to reach all of Israel's towns. [ suppose that if ten reach Tel Aviy
we shall -- and I say this without boasting -- shoot down eight of them,
but two of them will wreak havoc. If they have these fuel tanks, they
will be able to reach Tel Aviv not only from Tabuk but from any part of
Saudi Arabia.

Then, there is the matter of the proposed sale to the Saudis of the
AIM 9L missiles. This is the most advanced missile in the world and it
will give the Saudis a qualitative edge over our air force. Until now,
there was no case of an air war in which we lost the battle but if they
get those missiles, this might well put us in jeopardy.

And then there is the matter of the refueling aircraft which, again,
shall enlarge the F-15 capability giving them a range up till the
Mediterranean. Mr., President, this touches directly on our national
security.

I shall now refer to the AWACS. Let me say in brief that our country
will be completely transparent if they have the AWACS. When General Jones
came to visit me he told me at the time that the Saudis will have in their

territory 4 AWACS under complete American control. I did not say one word

of objection. But now they will own the AWACS and even if there are Americans

on those planes, the Saudis will have control. Now, the Saudis have

strategic cooperation with Jordan which, as you know, has refused to join
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the peace process. And Jordan is allied with Iraq which is an implacable
enemy of Israel. Iraq participated in all the wars against us and has
never signed an agreement of any kind with us. In the Yom Kippur War
they fought against us with an armored brigade. They now have nearly
1,000 tank carriers which can cross the desert in 48 hours- It used to
take days, the tanks travelling on their own tracks, many of them

arriving at the front damaged. But now they have the carriers, mainly
from West Germany. This will enable them to carry three armored divisions
directly to the front in no time. This constellation -- Saudi Arabia
with Jordan and Jordan with Iragq -- represents a new and serious change.
If the Saudis own the AWACS we will be completely transparent. Our experts
have told us that every plane will be seen, that every helicopter will

be seen. We have 12 airfields and the majority of them will be naked.

And the information will then go to the Jordanians and then to the Iraqis.
No one can control this. Our experts have concluded (the Prime Minister
reads from paper) : "In Saudi hands, the AWACS long-range detection
capability will enable the aircraft to cover the whole territory of the
state of Israel and will grant the Saudis an early warning capacity for
the detection of all air activity over Israel." Israel has no strategic
depth and we must have some minimum early warning capacity. For we are
an army of reserves. With your permission, Mr. President, I shall ask

Arik to show you the details.

SHARON : I would, with your permission, like to add a few words on the
question of Iragi troops against us. In 1948, the Iraqis sent troops
to the West Bank and occupied its northern part which it handed over to

Jordan only in 1949. 20,000 Iragi soldiers were involved. In 1967
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Iraq participated with two armored divisions and in 1973 Iraq sent three
armored divisions to the Golan Heights. The Saudis also participated
in all the wars against us. For many years the Saudis deployed troops
in the southern part of Jordan.

I must emphasize that we understand that the United States should
supply weapons to the Arab states -- but why the most sophisticated?
We cannot compete in numbers. Our advantage lies in our ability to
carry on air-to-air close combat. The Arabs have never managed to do
this. They never had the psychological strength to face our pilots in the
air. But once you supply them with thesemost sophisticated weapons
and missiles, we shall suddenly lose our superiority. I suggest to="
you that this weakens the free world if we are going to lose our superiority.
We will not be able to fight them and overcome them as we did in the past.
This constitutes a major change in the Middle East. Mr. President, they are
not going to fight the Soviets. The Arab countries have internal problems
and for that they need weapons but not the most sophisticated. [ would
like now to show how the AWACS in Saudi hands would cover the whole of

Israel. 1 will ask General Sagui to show you, Mr. President, the viewgraphs.

(Saugi together with Sharon walks over to the President and explains the
different viewgraphs. Haig, Bush, Weinberger, Allen, Meese and McFarlane

look on).

SHARON: The number of airfields we had was 12 but after our withdrawal from

Sinai we will only have 7.
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(President to Weinberger: I understand that they are not going to be

equipped for ...)

WEINBERGER: They (the AWACS) have no ground capability unless the target

is racing along above 60 nautical knots.

SHARON: On the ground they can follow every movement if the speed is
above 60 nautical miles, meaning every aircraft taking off from the runway
will be shown and every helicopter in low flight will be seen. As for
naval units, they, because of the color of the sea, etc., can be traced
even at much slower speeds. A1l our airfields will be covered and our
helicopters seen. At the present time the Saudis are supplying the
Jordanians and Iragis with real-time information, and we see that they
are informing the Jordanians about every movement in the area, using
their radars in the north. The Saudis need not participate in actual
war. They can sit quietly by and supply information to the others.
And Jordan, Iraq and Syria together have 7,000 modern tanks and 700 modern

jets.

BURG: I would just 1ike to add that what we talk about is the highest
compliment to the sophistication of American arms --- because your arms are

so good, we feel so bad.

PRIME MINISTER: Mr. President, Dr. Burg is our wittiest Minister. Our

oldest and our longest in office.
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BURG: I hope it will continue. It is 1ike those stories of science
fiction when you have a knight in armor and a ray penetrates the armor
and leaves him naked. The eagle eye of the AWACS can look at us, undress
us and report to the others. Against the background of the big West-Fast
discussion to which the Prime Minister has referred, this special thing
should not be misunderstood. Syria remains a particular ally of the
Soviet Union. With all the many points of understanding between the
U.S. and Israel, on this one point it is a rea1]Fear that compelled the
also

Prime Minister to raise the subject. We must/see it against the background

of Saudi Arabia giving money and arms to the P.L.O.

PRESIDENT: As I said to the Prime Minister, all these things you have said,
I can empathise with you and can understand your concerns. But 1 wish

to say that we are trying to continue along the path of peace in the Middle
East and this is predicated, 1 believe, that given time, we can bring
saudi Arabia around just as Egypt has been brought around, and bring it
into the peace group. Now, these planeswill not be ayailable until 1985.
This gives us time. We have reason to believe that Saudi Arabia is a

key as, for example, the recent Lebanon issue. We believe that we can
bring them to a point 1ike Egypt and become a key to others to do the

same thing. We have to have momentum. We must maintain the credibility
with them to build upon this. We are a]lies; there is no way we would

sit by and let them disturb the balance and put you at a disadvantage.

We won't let it happen. We are aware of the instability in Saudi Arabia
and I can tell you that we won't let another Iran happen . We give you

the assurance that we will do this with our eyes cpen and the first priority
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of our country is the security of Israel. We are pledged to that. We
ask your understanding about what we are trying to accomplish. We won't

just give in. We are involved. This is our position.

HAIG: I think, as a military man, and as one whose concerns are close
to Sharon's, that it is vitally important that it be understood that we
are not going to take the initiative that would undermine your security.
The security of Israel is our primary Middle East objective and we won't
institute a policy that undercuts that objective and which would endanger
Israel. We are in a situation, in a dialogue, that had been started before-
hand, and for other political reasons has been enhanced somewhat. We
won't institute policies with Saudi Arabia that would undercut our
interests with Israel. There are 5 years ahead and the history of those
next five years are vital. We need Saudi Arabia in a constructive
position and not as someone acting mischievously in the Middle East.

Thus far, we have seen this (Saudi constructive action) in the Sudan,

in the effort to bring Pakistan back into a Western orientation, and in
Habib's recent mission. Five years is sufficient time to make an assessment.
America will be involved in this system from the cradle to the grave.
There is no way for it to operate for two days without us. There will
be safeguards and overlapping safeguards. 1 can assure you that if we
fail to provide the AWACS -- and we won't fail to provide -- then Britain
will surely move to do so. Their NIMROD has a better range and radar.
As one who was involved in the NATO negotiations, I can tell you that the
Saudis displayed great interest. The British Foreign Secretary told me
that they are prepared to immediately reopen the NIMROD line. Does it

serve our joint purpose to put British interests in Riyad as a substitute
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for American interests? I don't think so. We are going to have transfer
arrangements with Saudi Arabia which will guarantee safeguards and over-
lapping safequards from the cradle to the grave and which will prevent the
worst prognosis you speak about. We have instantaneous alternatives to
shut off these systems. I would be less happy with the F-15 systems

than with the AWACS. The AWACS are not that sophisticated and I think

the matter is somewhat inflated. We go into this with our eyes apen.

PRESIDENT: May 1 add: You mention the weaponry the Soviet Union 1is
supplying in the Middle East. We believe, as deeply as you, that the
real threat is the Soviet Union. But we also believe we are the only
country that has a chance to take those Surrogates away from the Soviet
Union. If we turn away from Saudi Arabia, we may well turn them towards
the Soviet Union as the major country to be connected with. If we

seek peace, we must make sure that they see us as the major power to
depend on rather than the Soviet Union. Peace in the Middle East
depends on keeping the Soviets out. I doubt whether Libya will send

out any more planes looking at American planes. As I say, peace in the
Middle East is dependent on keeping the Soviet influence from the Middle
East. A1l we can ask is your understanding. We are going into this with
our eyes open. We have 5 years to develop this relationship and we can
change our course if need be. Maybe we have made an opening that could
be extremely important. Who would have thought that two men could have

come together and made the peace between Egypt and Israel.

PRIME MINISTER: Mr. President, that happened for two reasons. Sadat was in

Romania and he asked President Ceausescau two questions: he said to him:
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you talked to Prime Minister Begin. 1Is he a strong man and is he a man
of peace. He was told, yes. He then flew to Teheran and it was on the
plane -- so he told me -- that he decided to go to Jerusalem. He made
a speech in his parliament and said he is ready to come and address the
Knesset. Five minutes later I sent him an invitation. And then your
Ambassador came to me and said thatSadat wanted a written invitation and
I sent it to him immediately. And so it came about. I would like to
say to you, Mr. President, that five years is quite a long period of time.
But, Mr. President, a nation does not 1ive on borrowed time. What will
be the situation in the Middle East in which armament quantity becomes
of itself quality. This is the question we face. The Middle East is
being bombarded with weapons from the Soviet Union, from its

sattelites, from Britain, from France, from Italy, and now by the

United States to Saudi Arabia. As I told you in the Oval Office,

your rationale for the neutron bomb was a very courageous decision.

The ratio of 1:5 is a new qualitative dimension in Europe. You need defensive
weapons to deter those 60,000 tanks. This is now our own main pre-
occupation. In tanks we have a ratio of 1:3. We can live with it.
But 5:1 -- then we shall be in a dangerous situation. We shall win but
the cost in casualties will be tragic. This is our main problem.

Mr. President, I believe that sensitivity towards casualties is a
measure of civilization. We feel this much more than any other country
because we lost one-third of our people. In Israel we have suffered

15,000 killed. By American proportions, these are horrible casualties.

PRESIDENT: You are right.
../14
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PRIME MINISTER: You always stressed that you will keep the qualitative

edge.

PRESIDENT: Your military superiority is vital to us and we won't stand by

and see that changed.

PRIME MINISTER: Thank you. This massive supply of weapons to Arab
countries creates as in Europe, a situation not only of quantity but of
quality. We really must pay attention, therefore to quantity. [ say

so in complete candor for we speak as free men. We will be out-qualitised.

PRESIDENT: We won't let that happen.

PRIME MINISTER: (addressing himself to the Secretaries of State and

Defense). Gentlemen, can you refute the facts our colleagues have brought

to yvou? I would 1ike to know.

WEINBERGER: I think that on the agreement concerning the AWACS you should
bear in mind the points made by Haig with whom I entirely agree . It is
essential to complete the transaction in the hope to bring Saudi Arabia around.
It is also important to remember the possibility that this would have a

major impact to help the security of Israel and the whole world which would

not be the case with the NIMROD. Otherwise, they would have planes without
restraint. The Saudis really need the planes to Tlook towards Yemen and
Ethiopia anﬁ?:eaﬂged this to look into Iraq and Iran. If that capability

is added to the region, this will be an enormous benefit to Israel and the

U.S. and this is a major factor governing our decision. As the President
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said, no arrangement will be made that will give a qualitative advantage
against Israel. This is an American policy. My own feeling is that the
only real Saudi need for it is to protect themselves along their Southern
and Western flanks. The completion of the sale will be a benefit to

all.

HAIG: Habib is here and we still have to talk about Lebanon (at State .

Department lunch). 1 believe this has been a most helpful discussion.

PRIME MINISTER: Mr. Secretary, we are very worried and very concerned.

You say maybe the Saudis may be won over. We are their neighbors and we

see no sign of moderation, no sign of it. They have their so-called peace

plan. 1 wish you to know it is a plan how to liguidate Israel in phases.

It says in that so-called plan about recognizing the right of all the

states in the region to live in peace. They do not even mention the

name of Israel. All the Arab states could make the same statement because .

they do not recognize Israel as astate. We are the "Zionist entity".

We are not frightened; we are worried.

PRESIDENT: [ know.

PRIME MINISTER: We have to care for our children.

PRESIDENT: Your continuing existence and stability and qualitative
supremacy is essential to our well-being. I can only say that just as

once Egypt would have signed such a statement as you quoted just before,

we believe Saudi Arabia will eventually be brought around. If not, we will
take corrective action.

MEETING ADJOURNED about 12:20 p.m. C/ R/ =2 A
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Meeting between President Reagan and Prime Minister Begin
at the White House, Washington, D.C.
September 9, Wednesday, 11:10 a.m.

PRESENT: American side -- The President, The Vice President, Haig, Weinberger,
Meese, Kirkpatrick, J. Baker, M. Deaver, Allen, McFarlane, Veliotes,
Lewis, Habib, Kemp.

Israeli side -~ Prime Minister, Shamir, Burg, Sharon, Evron,
Kuberski, Kadishai, Tamir, Saqgui, Poran, Bar-On, Avner, Nehushtan,
Tehila.

(Prior to the meeting, the President and the Prime Minister met in the
Oval Office for some 50 minutes, with Foreign Minister Shamir, Vice President
Bush, Secretary of State Haig, Richard Allen, Ambassador Evron and

Ambassador Lewis).

PRESIDENT: We have had a good meeting in the other room. A good part of
the meeting was involved in getting ourselves acquainted. We did touch
upon a number of matters and the Prime Minister would 1ike to say something

about them. Mr. Prime Minister, would you like to begin?

PRIME MINISTER: Thank you, Mr. President. In evaluating the situation, I

would like to make a distinction between matters relating to the defense of
Israel and common interests pertaining to the world situation. With regard
to the defense of Israel, we have always demenstrated our preparedness

to defend ourselves. We have never asked another nation to fight our
battles during the five wars. One such war was the War of Attrition,

and for us it was an outright war. Throughout all these trials we
sustained our independence and so we shall in the future. We shall

never ask anybody to send soldiers to sustain our independence. For
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this is our duty and our duty alone. Mr. President, we have a wonderful
young generation -- serene and devoted and ready for self-sacrifice whenever
we are attacked. We hate war but we understand that we always must be
prepared, that we be strong in order to deter aggression. Always, we

must be ready to do what needs to be done to defend ourselves. As in the
past, so in the future -- the defense of Israel is the duty of Israelis.

In this room I can tell you that we now have the possibility to mobilize
700,000 well-trained soldiers. Our army is an army of civilians which

is comprised almost totally of reserves.

I now come, Mr. President, to the matter of common interests. In
our time, with the expansion and aggressiveness of the Soviet Union, we
face one problem which should unite us in a community of interests --
how to defend human 1iberty. 1 believe that in this we do have a deep
common interest. We should seriously and determinedly consult on strategic
cooperation. I must tell you, Mr. President, that we do not have much
time to lose. The Middle East situation is serious. The Soviet Union
presently has 2,000 of its best tanks in Libya -- what you call pre-
positioning -- as well as missiles and MiG-25s and even MiG-27s. Few
Libyans even fly such planes. In Syria, there are 1,000 tanks at the
disposal of the Soviets, in addition to the 2,600 tanks in the Syrian
army. And these include the T-72 which is one of the best tanks in
the world. This tank can sustain a direct frontal hit without damage --
and tanks move forward. As I say, they have in storage in Syria,

1,000 tanks for their own use in addition to the missiles and planes.
In such a situation, after Afghanistan and Ethiopia, we have here proof

of how the Soviet Union is prepared to involve itself on the spot, as
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they helped the Somalis at the time. You will recall that the Soviet
Union directly assisted the Somalis in attacking Ethiopia in the Ogadan
Desert. I wish you to know, Mr. President, that four years ago when I
met your predecessor, early that morning I received a cable, am S.0.S.
from Mangistu (the ruler of Ethopia) in which he wrote to me, "Save
my country". He asked me to talk to the President of the United States.
I wish you to know that before I spoke to your predecessor about matters
concerning my country, I informed him of this message. When I received
it, I remembered how the Italians had invaded Ethiopia before the Second
World War. And I said to President Carter: we have to do something to
help the Ethiopians against the Soviet Union. And then suddenly, the
Soviets changed policy and began helping the Ethiopians against the
Somalis. They rendered assistance to the Ethiopians and pushed back
the Somalis from the Ogadan Desert. They simply switched sides over-
night. Ethiopia is now completely under communist rule. Sadat talked
to me about it. Sadat has shown me on the map and tells me how he is
surrounded (by the communist threat) but then I show him on the map a
little pimple (Israel) and I ask him, how should we feel?

Mr. President, we have a common interest and we should cooperate.
I suggest to you that during our stay here, we should agree basically on
such cooperation. If you give your agreement, I suggest we ask our
Defense Minister to work out the details with your Secretary of Defense.
We should deal during our stay with strategic cooperation between us

on defense matters and then our colleagues could work on the details.

PRESIDENT: We can agree to that. Fine.
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PRIME MINISTER: Arik, dg you wish to add something?

SHARON: T would just 1ike to emphasize that we agree to this cooperation.

We have been facing Soviet expansionsim since 1955. We see the:Soviet
aggressive strategy and no doubt they are moving forward. Israel can do
things, Mr. President, that other countries cannot do. We have the'stability
of a real democracy. We are on the Mediterranean. Israel is a country

positioned from which we can act both in the Mediterranean theatre and in

Africa. We are capable of embarking upun'cuuperatiun immediately. We
have American equipment which we can put at your disposal in the shortest
time. We have the needed infrastructure, including military industry,

other industries, airfields and so forth, We have a long-arm strategic |
capability, as for example, Entebbe and Baghdad. We have the possibility ;
to give an air umbrella for distances of hundreds of miles into the

Mediterranean or the direction of the Persian Gulf, to enable American

troops to operate in case of need. Altogether, we have the means for

long-arm cooperation if you decide to move troops into the area, and

we can do it immediately. We are happy to hear from you that you are

interested. Together, we can elaborate practical plans. ‘

PRESIDENT: As I said in the other room, we are allies and we share
common values. The meetings you will have with Secretary Weinberger

and Secretary Haig will reflect this.

PRIME MINISTER: Thank you, Mr. President.

Now, as you said in the Oval Office, you would be derelict in your
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duty as President if we did not have a chance for a hearing.
To our deep regret, Saudi Arabia is a confrontation country of its
own volition. It joined in all the wars against Israel and has never
signed an agreement with Israel. I wish to tell you in confidence, that
we tried time and again to get in touch with the Saudis but did not succeed.
They support the organization called the P.L.0. It is an organization
bent on our destruction. This should be an axiomatic understanding. They
write it down. We cannot repeat the 1930s when people said that Mein Kampf
was mere propaganda. 1t was not propaganda. That embodiment of all
evil in mankind, to use a Churchillean expression, meant every word he
wrote. We cannot disbelieye an enemy who says he wants to destroy
us. The P.L.0. is bent on our destruction. It is written into their
Charter. A few months ago in Damascus, Fatah, the main component of
the PL.0. passed a resolution. They wrote that the Fatah movement is a
movement of national liberation whose aim is the liquidation of the
7ionist entity. politically, militarily, culturally and ideologically.
Please note the word "liquidation" with its special association.
When the Saudis give that organization those hundreds of millions of
dollars, they help an implacable enemy of our country. Then, there
was the meeting of the P.L.0. itself in Damascus. And they passed
a resplution which spoke of the strategic alliance led by the Soviet
Union. This is an euphemism for serving Moscow. We have all the
facts. Beirut has become a world center of terrorism. They reach

Europe and perhaps one day the whole of the Western hemisphere.
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Mr. President, I will start not from the AWACS but refer first to the
problem of the F-15s you intend supplying to Saudi Arabia. They will have
60 F-15s. This is very serious for us. After all, we are close
neighbors; they are on our doorstep, just across the border. A11 the
systems to be supplied to the F-15s will immensely enhance their capability
to reach all of Israel's towns. 1[I suppose that if ten reach Tel Aviv
we shall -- and I say this without boasting -- shoot down eight of them,
but two of them will wreak havoc. If they have these fuel tanks, they
will be able to reach Tel Aviv not only from Tabuk but from any part of
Saudi Arabia.

Then, there is the matter of the proposed sale to the Saudis of the
AIM 9L missiles. This is the most advanced missile in the world and it
will give the Saudis a qualitative edge over our air force. Until now,
there was no case of an air war in which, we lost the battle but if they
get those missiles, this might well put us in jeopardy.

And then there is the matter of the refueling aircraft which, again,
cshall enlarge the F-15 capability giving them a range up till the
Mediterranean. Mr. President, this touches directly on our national
security.

I shall now refer to the AWACS. Let me say in brief that our country
will be completely transparent if they have the AWACS. When General Jones
came to visit me he told me at the time that the 5Saudis will have in their
territory 4 AWACS under complete American control. I did not say one word
of objection. But now they will own the AWACS and even if there are Americans
on those planes, the Saudis will have control. Now, the Saudis have N

strategic cooperation with Jordan which, as you know, has refused to join
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the peace process. And Jordan is allied with Iraq which is an implacable
enemy of Israel. Iraq participated in all the wars against us and has
never signed an agreement of any kind with us. In the Yom Kippur War
they fought against us with an armored brigade. They now have nearly
1,000 tank carriers which can cross the desert in 48 hours- Ii used to
take days, the tanks travelling on their own tracks, many of them
arriving at the front damaged. But now they have the carriers, mainly
from West Germany. This will enable them to carry three armored divisions
directly to the front in no time. This constellation -- Saudi Argbia
with Jordan and Jordan with Iraq -- represents a new and serious change.
1f the Saudis own the AWACS we will be completely transparent. Our experts
have told us that every plane will be seen, that every helicopter will
be seen. We have 12 airfields and the majority of them will be naked.
And the information will then go to the Jordanians and then to the Iragis.
No one can control this. Our experts have concluded (the Prime Minister
reads from paper) : "In Saudi hands, the AWACS long-range detection
capability will enable the aircraft to cover the whole territory of the
state of Israel and will grant the Saudis an early warning capacity for
the detection of all air activity over Israel.” Israel has no strategic .
depth and we must have some minimum early warning capacity. For we are
an army of reserves. With your permission, Mr. President, I shall ask

Arik to show you the details.

SHARON: I would, with your permission, like to add a few words on the
question of Tragi troops against us. In 1948, the Iragis sent troops
to the West Bank and occupied its northern part which it handed over to

Jordan only in 1949. 20,000 Iraqi soldiers were involved. In 1967
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Iraq participated with two armored divisions and in 1973 Iraq sent three
armored divisions to the Golan Heights. The Saudis also participated
in all the wars against us. For many years the Saudis deployed troops
in the southern part of Jordan.

I must emphasize that we understand that the United States should
supply weapons to the Arab states -- but why the most sophisticated?
We cannot compete in numbers. Our advantage lies in our ability to
carry on air-to-air close combat. The Arabs have never managed to do
this. They never had the psychological strength to face our pilots in the
air. But once you supply them with thesemost sophisticated weapons

and missiles, we shall suddenly lose our superiority. I suggest to=-

you that this weakens the free world if we are going to lose our superiority.

We will not be able to fight them and overcome them as we did in the past.
This constitutes a major change in the Middle East. Mr. President, they are
not going to fight the Soviets. The Arab countries have internal problems
and for that they need weapons but not the most sophisticated. [ would

1ike now to show how the AWACS in Saudi hands would cover the whole of

Israel. 1 will ask General Sagui to show you, Mr. President, the viewgraphs.

(Saugi together with Sharon walks over to the President and explains the
~different viewgraphs. Haig, Bush, Weinberger, Allen, Meese and McFarlane

look on).

SHARON: The number of airfields we had was 12 but after our withdrawal from

Sinai we will only have 7.
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(President to Weinberger: I understand that they are not going to be

equipped for ...)

WEINBERGER: They (the AWACS) have no ground capability unless the target

is racing along above- 60 nautical knots.

SHARON: On the ground they can follow every movement if the spgéd is
above 60 nautical miles, meaningevery aircraft taking off from the runway
will be shown and every helicopter in low flight will be seen. As for
naval units, they, because of the color of the sea, etc., can be traced
even at much slower speeds. A1l our airfields will be covered and our
helicopters seen. At the present time the Saudis are supplying the
Jordanians and Iraqis with real-time information, and we see that they

are informing the Jordanians about every movement in the area, using

their radars in the north. The Saudis need not participate in actual
war. They can sit quietly by and supply information to the others.

And Jordan, Iraq and Syria together have 7,000 modern tanks and 700 modern

jets.

BURG: I would just 1ike to add that what we talk about is the highest
compliment to the sophistication of American arms --- because your arms are

so good, we feel so bad.

PRIME MINISTER: Mr. President, Dr. Burg is our wittiest Minister. Our

oldest and our longest in office.
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BURG: I hope it will continue. It is 1ike those stories of science
fiction when you have a knight in armor and a ray penetrates the armor
and leaves him naked. The eagle eye of the AWACS can look at us, undress
us and report to the others. Against the background of the big West-East
discussion to which the Prime Minister has referred, this special thing
should not be misunderstood. Syria remains a particular ally of the
Soviet Union. With all the many points of understanding between the
U.S. and Israel, on this one point it is a re;11fEar that compelled the
also

Prime Minister to raise the subject. We must/see it against the background

of Saudi Arabia giving money and arms to the P.L.O.

PRESIDENT: As 1 said to the Prime Minister, all these things you have said,
1 can empathise with you and can understand your concerns. But 1 wish

to say that we are trying to continue along the path of peace in the Middle
East and this is predicated, 1 believe, that given time, we can bring
Saudi Arabia around just as Egypt has been brought around, and bring it
into the peace group. Now, these planeswill not be ayailable until 1985.
This gives us time. We have reason to believe that Saudi Arabia is a

key as, for example, the recent Lebanon issue. We believe that we can
bring them to a point like Egypt and become a key to others to do the

same thing. We have to have momentum. We must maintain the credibility
with them to build upon this. We are allies; there is no way we would

sit by and let them disturb the balance and put you at a disadvantage.

We won't let it happen. We are aware of the instability in Saudi Arabia
and T can tell you that we won't let another Iran happen . We give you

the assurance that we will do this with our eyes open and the first priority
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of our country is the security of Israel. We are pledged to that. We
ask your understanding about what we are trying to accomplish. We won't

just give in. We are involved. This is our position.

MAIG: - I think, as a military man, and as one whose concerns are close

- to Sharon's, that it is vitally important that it be understood that we
are not going to take the initiative that would undermine your security.
The security of Israel is our primary Middle East objective and we won't
institute a poliéy that undercuts that objective and which would endanger
Israel. We are in a situation, in a dialogue, that had been started before-
hand, and for other political reasons has been enhanced somewhat. We
won't institute policies with Saudi Arabia that would undercut our
interests with Israel. There are 5 years ahead and the history of those
next five years are vital. We need Saudi Arabia in a constructive
position and not as someone acting mischievously in the Middle East.

Thus far, we have seen this (Saudi constructive action) in the Sudan,

in the effort to bring Pakistan back into a Western orientation, and in

Habib'e recent mission. Five years is sufficient time to make an assessment.

America will be involved in this system from the cradle to the grave.
There is no way for it to operate for two days without us. There will
be safeguards and overlapping safeguards. I can assure you that if we
fail to provide the AWACS -- and we won't fail to provide -- then Britain
will surely move to do so. Their NIMROD has a better range and radar.
As one who was involved in the NATO negotiations, I can tell you that the
Saudis displayed great interest. The British Foreign Secretary told me
that they are prepared to immediately reopen the NIMROD line. Does it

serve our joint purpose to put British interests in Riyad as a substitute
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for American interests? I don't think so. We are going to have transfer
arrangemeﬁts with Saudi Arabia which will guarantee safeguards and over-
lapping safeguards from the cradle to the grave and which will prevent the
worst prognosis you speak about. We have instantaneous alternatives to
shut off these systems. [ wnuId be less happy with the F-15 systems

than with the AWACS. The AWACS are not that sophisticated and I think

the matter is somewhat inflated. We go into this with our eyes open.

PRESIDENT: May I add: You mention the weaponry the Soviet Union 1£ .
supplying in the Middle East. We believe, as deeply as you, that the

real threat is the Soviet Union. But we also believe we are the only

country that has a chance to take thgse surrogates away from the Soviet

Union. If we turn away from Saudi Arabia, we may well turn them towards

the Soviet Union as the major country to be connected with. If we

seek peace, we must make sure that they see us as the major power to

depend on rather than the Soviet Union. Peace in the Middle East

depends on keeping the Soviets out. 1 doubt whether Libya will send

out any more planes looking at American planes. As I say, peace in the

Middle East is dependent on keeping the Soviet influence from the Middle .
East. A1l we can ask is your understanding. We are going into this with

our eyes open. We have 5 years to develop this relationship and we can

change our course if need be. Maybe we have made an opening that could

be extremely important. Who would have thought that two men could have

come together and made the peace between Egypt and Israel.

PRIME MINISTER: Mr. President, that happened for two reasons. Sadat was in

Romania and he asked President Ceausescau two questions: he said to him:
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you talked to Prime Minister Begin. Is he a strong man and is he a man
of peace. He was told, yes. He then flew to Teheran and it was on the
plane -- so he told me -- that he decided to go to Jerusalem. He made
a speech in his parliament and said he is ready to come and aqdress the
Knesset. Five minutes later I sent him an invitation. And then your
Ambassador came to me and said thatSadat wanted a written invitation and
I sent it to him immediately. And so it came about. I would like to
say to you, Mr. President, that five years is quite a long period of time.
But, Mr. President, a nation does not live on borrowed time. What will
be the situation in the Middle East in which armament quantity becomes
of itse1flqua1ity. This is the question we face. The Middle East is
being bombarded with weapons from the Soviet Union, from its
sattelites, from Britain, from France, from Italy, and now by the
United States to Saudi Arabia. As I told you in the Oval Office,
your rationale for the neutron bomb was a very courageous decision.
The ratio of 1:5 is a new qualitative dimension in Europe. You need defensive
weapons to deter those 60,000 tanks. This is now our own main pre-
occupation. In tanks we have a ratio of 1:3. We can live with it.
But 5:1 -~ then we shall be in a dangerous situation. We shall win but
the cost in casualties will be tragic. This is our main problem.
Mr. President, I believe that sensitivity towards casualties is a
measure of civilization. We feel this much more than any other country
because we lost one-third of our people. In Israel we have suffered

15,000 killed. By American proportions, these are horrible casualties.

PRESIDENT: You are right.
../14
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PRIME MINISTER: You always stressed that you will keep the qualitative

edge.

PRESIDENT: Your military superiority is vital to us and we won't stand by

and see that changed.

PRIME MINISTER: Thank you. This massive supply of weapons to Arab

countries creates as in Europe, a situation not only of quantity but of
quality. We really must pay attention, therefore to quantity. I say

so in complete candor for we speak as free men. We will be out-qualitised.

PRESIDENT: We won't let that happen.

PRIME MINISTER: (addressing himself to the Secretaries of State, and

Defense). Gentlemen, can you refute the facts our colleagues have brought

to you? I would like to know.

WEINBERGER: I think that on the agreement concerning the AWACS you should
bear in mind the points made by Haig with whom I entirely agree . It is
essential to complete the transaction in the hope to bring Saudi Arabia around.
" It is also important to remember the possibility that this would have a
major impact to help the security of Israel and the whole world which would
not be the case with the NIMROD. Otherwise, they would have planes without
restraint. The Saudis really need the planes to look towards Yemen and
Ethiopia anﬂ?:ea:ged this to look into Iraq and Iran. If that capability

is added to the region, this will be an enormous benefit to Israel and the

U.S. and this is a major factor governing our decision. As the President
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said, no arrangement will be made that will give a qualitative advantage
against Israel. This is an American policy. My own feeling is that the
only real Saudi need for it is to protect themselves along their Southern
and Western flanks. The completion of the sale will be a benefit to

all.

HAIG: Habib is here and we still have to talk about Lebanon (at State

Department lunch). I believe this has been a most helpful discussion. .

PRIME MINISTER: Mr. Secretary, we are very worried and very concerned.

You say maybe the Saudis may be won over. We are their neighbors and we
see no sign of moderation, no sign of it. They have their so-called peace
plan. 1 wish you to know it is a plan how to liquidate Israel in phases.
It says in that so-called plan about recognizing the right of all the
states in the region to live in peace. They do not even mention the

name of Israel. A1l the Arab states could make the same statement because
they do not recognize Israel as astate. We are the "Zionist entity".

We are not frightened; we are worried.

PRESIDENT: I know.

PRIME MINISTER: We have to care for our children.

PRESIDENT: Your continuing existence and stability and qualitative
supremacy is essential to our well-being. 1 can only say that just as
once Eqypt would have signed such a statement as you quoted just before,

we believe Saudi Arabia will eventually be brought around. If not, we will

take corrective actian. ,/ jg‘
MEETING ADJOURNED about 12:20 p.m. (LB AP 50
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Breakfast meeting between President Reagan and Prime Minister Begin
at the White House, Washington, D.C., Cabinet Room
Thursday, September 10, 9:10 a.m.

] - o o - o i S S S R 5 R

PRESENT: American side: The President, the Vice President, Haig, Weinberger,
Meese, Kirkpatrick, J. Baker, M. Deaver, Allen, McFarlane, Veliotes,

Lewis, Habib, Kemp.

Israeli side: Prime Minister, Shamir, Burg, Sharon, Evron, Kuberski,

Kadishai, Tamir, Sagui, Poran, Bar-On, Avner, Nehushtan, Tehila,
Uri Porath.

THE PRESIDENT: We are going to have to eat and talk at the same time; we

are going to have to talk with our mouths full. T will ask Secretary Haig
to bring us up-to-date on the various meetings that have taken place since

yesterday morning.

HAIG: One of the topics for discussion which has not yet been touched upon
is the peace process. [ speak on behalf of the President when I say that
we want everybody to understand that we are fully behind the Camp David
Accords and we remain comitted to that process. We are very anxious to
get moving on the autonomy talks. I believe our meetings have been very
productive so far. Yesterday, at lunch, we had a very detailed discussion
on the Lebanese issue and we agreed to put together a group this afternoon

on this to work out an integrated appraisal.

Mr. Sharon yesterday raised proposals in the discussion on the strategic
relationship. A great deal could be done over time with some limitations,
but 1 think it is time to get started. There are three areas which
Secretary Weinberger has touched upon. It may be possible to put together
a draft of a memorandum of understanding (m.o.u.) on these matters.
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WEINBERGER: Mr. President, we talked about two or three areas where there is
possibility of agreement of the type of things we can put into a m.o.u. or a
draft of one. There is a desirability of prepositioning medical supplies.
Israel's medical facilities are extremely good. Then, perhaps; to begin
contingency planning on contingencies that might affect the Middle East as

a whole. Perhaps in that connection reference can be made to the defense
of the region as a whole, some port calls of our ships and general planning.
Perhaps this could be included in a m.o.u. or a draft of one to be put

together shortly. This could be the beginning.

SHARON: 1 emphasized yesterday that as far as cooperation is concerned,
though important, it no doubt involves us with many problems. It is hard

to believe that we can get involved with the U.5. without in a way having

our hands tied. Therefore, we believe that to embark upon this cooperation
it should be on a wide-range of activities. Yesterday I mentioned several
fields of activity. I spoke about the long-range air, long reach strategic
capability of Israel. We have this at present, though limited to our own
needs. MWe believe that w1th}£ggﬁ5 that we can also support you immediately.
We understand the sensitivity of this with regard to your involvement in

Arab countries. Any such arrangement will demand many things from us and

from you but this would not be against the Arab countries but the purpose

of it would be to deter the Soviets. Then we talked about the prepositioning
of armor. We still have had no detailed dicussion on this. I don't know

whether you think in terms of an armored division or core -- 365 tanks or

1,000 tanks -- and how long they will be there. We have the capability
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to start this immediately. Of our 3,000-odd tanks, most of our equipment --
2,000 -- are American. We thought in terms of putting some of these tanks
at your disposal immediately. For that we must be compensated for by
payment thus enabling us to produce our own tank, the Merkhava, and this
will, of course, involve you in the further shipment of tanks to Israel.
Within months we can hand over to you a certain number of tanks. As for
the details, I hope to be able to discuss them with Secretary Weinberger.
These, then, are two fields:

(1) the long-range strategic power

(2) the prepositioning of armor.

There is a third field and this is how to deploy in Israel aircraft
by using our aviation industry for maintenance -- aircraft in the European
theatre, the Persian Gulf or the West Asian theatre. We can maintain 150
aircraft at a time - F-15s, F-165 and Phantoms.

Then, we have offered medical support. My proposal would be that
this be integrated with our existing medical system, i.e, to use existing
hospital facilities and expanding them as need be.

We offer you an umbrella if one day you have to move an airlift into
the Middle East. Israel is like an aircraft carrier with such a capacity.
To have this umbrella we would need a certain number of F-15s and F-16s
and were you to have to embark on an airlift into the area, we would have
the capacity to protect the heavy planes.

[ wish to say a word about the balance of intelligence. We are suffering

heavy damage as a result of the peace -- which is a good thing in itself --

and we have to a large extent lost our defensive capacity by withdrawing
from Sinai. Also, because of the deployment of Syrian missiles in

Lebanon, we do not have a cover of the most sensitive places in Syria.
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Our answer would be to have a satellite of our own, which we know is
complicated, or to get satellite photographs through a ground station
which would be established in Israel. Our army is based almost solely
on reserves. The standing army is very small. We have a 24-hoﬁr system
of mobilization and we are in crucial time for at least 3 days until the
mobilization is carried out. If we do not get immediate information,
we face major threat. : .
So, when we speak of strategic cooperation, we talk of a wide range of
activities. 1 cannot speak on behalf of the Prime Minister but I would

like to express a personal view ...

PRIME MINISTER: When you express a personal opinion -- speak on my

behalf.
SHARON: When somebody cooperates in many areas we understand we cannot
do everything we would like to do. But we face the same problem of containing .

the Soviets and we are ready to do it.

PRIME MINISTER: Mr. President, the remarks made by my colleague General

Sharon are most important. I would like to add two items. First, the
airfields. I do not understand why my good friend Sadat did not agree to
put the Etzion air base at your disposal. We were prepared to put that
airfield at your disposal both before the peace treaty and afterwards.

From that air base you can fly to any part of the Middle East. But I
don't want to embarrass Sadat; he is very touchy about it. Maybe you will
take it up with him again. 1 wish to say that we are ready to put at

your disposal the two airfields you have built for us in the Negev. Maybe
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it will require the lengthening of runways and other adjustments. Secondly,
we have two deep water harbors -- Haifa and Ashdod. The Sixth Fleet 1ikes
to come to Haifa. When I visited the Nimitz, Rear Admiral Shultz told me
that the sailors love to visit Haifa. When 1 boarded the Nimitz'I was greeted
with whistles and I thought it was some kind of demonstration but the
Admiral told me it was their welcome. The Captain, he said, tell the sailors
that if you will behave you will see Haifa, and when they come they enjoy
a friendly welcome. So, send your specialists and we will be prepared
to put those harbors at the disposal of the Sixth Fleet.

As the Secretary of State had mentioned the peace process, I shall
ask Dr. Burg, the Chairman of our Autonomy Committee, to explain where matters
stand concerning those talks. When I met two weeks ago President Sadat
in Alexandria, we reached agreement in half-a-minute on the renewal of
the talks. They will be renewed on 23 and 24 September. That night,
when I met with Sadat in Alexandria, we could not get hold of Atherton.
Sadat said to me we have forgotten to inform our American friends, but we
did so %mmediate]y afterwards. I wish to suggest that we leave the location
of the talks as decided, that they be held in Cairo. I read in the press
that perhaps they should be convened in New York but I think they should
take place in the region itself. Perhaps afterwards, subsequent talks
might be held here. We have real proposals to make on how to activate
the talks. May I say that normalization is being completely revived in all
spheres and this is one of the main results of Alexandria. In a few days'
time we shall be receiving a large delegation from Egypt to discuss commerce,
agriculture, irrigation, etc. Sadat needs irrigation like air to breathe

and we can help.
. fB
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BURG: In a nutshell, I would like to say that the outcome of Camp David

was in two areas -- the peace treaty and the understanding that there should
be autonomy talks for a self-governing authority for the Arab inhabitants

of Judea, Samaria and the Gaza District. This was the philosophy. But
philésuphy is one thing and brass tacks is something more difficult. Where
were we stuck? The Prime Minister said that one of the main problems of
Egypt is irrigation but on this matter we have irritation. The philosophy
of the talks ranges between two extremes. We do not want to be absolute
rulers of more than one million Arabs and secondly, we cannot afford a
Palestinian state. It would be a communist state, irridentist and a danger
to our lives. Between these two points, the idea of a self-governing
authority was conceived, We met several times. We did quite a good job

on technicalities -- on how the electorate wuu]d vote, the supervision

of the e1ectian5, etc. But we did not make progress on one important matter
and 1 can put that into a mathematical formula. Autonomy is not sovereignty.
Sovereignty minus x is autonomy.  Our problem was to determine the size of
the x. For Eqypt, autonomy was seen as a corridor to an Arab state and

for us, instead of an Arab state, a substitute for an Arab state. These
discussions were interrupted by a time factor that has lasted for 15 months.
For 15 months Egypt did not want to come to the table of negotiation.

I do not know why. Sometimes Israel might have given them an excuse such

as the Jerusalem Law, but that was just an excuse. I do not know what
brought about the change of Sadat's mind and I can but guess. Perhaps it
has to do with the drawing closer of April 1982 when we shall conclude the
withdrawal from Sinai. Perhaps this creates a psychological linkage to the

fulfilment of the peace treaty.
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Mr. President, to date, Israel has fulfilled the treaty 100%. Perhaps
sadat thinks it is good to have autonomy talks generating certain results
before April 1982. Ten days ago the decision was taken for talks to begin.
1 believe a memorandum of understanding -- a popular word these days -- can
be reached to have a m.o.u. that would put aside things on which no
understanding can be reached. We have a time-table. On September 23, we
meet in Cairo and I would 1ike that we conclude a schedule that would cover
a number of months for dates of meetings, procedures, level, etc. I beTieve
it is possible. With your assistance -- you are active partners, SO it is
written -- we could move along with this part of the peace process. There
are many obstacles. The Palestinians do not join in -and I believe this
is because of the PLO terror. The PLO is not only against Jews in Israel
or in Vienna but it also kills Arabs. The policy which Sharon embarked upon .
these last few weeks might encourage the Palestinians to join. These are

the essentials.

HAIG: I think, Mr. President, that this discussion is very helpful.
Tomorrow we shall meet and flesh out a detailed work plan. What Dr. Burg
has said is very close to our thinking. The level of the participants will
depend on the working level which will come up with a firm agenda and

bench marks.

With regard to the strategic dia]ngue}ﬁeneral Sharon's thinking is
way ahead of ours. This is as it should be. We have not yet given as much
thought on the matter. We are still in the process of rebuilding a rapid

reaction capability in the Middle East and this discussion is still involved
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with budgets and what would be available on prestationing. 1 wish to emphasize
that we have practical limitations and not philosophical ones with concepts.

We are just now in the process of rebuilding our strength and this is a practical
matter. 1 also wish to emphasize the sensitivity of the matter because of

the inter-relationship with the peace treaty and we must avoid the perception
that the U.S. and Israel are colluding with each other at the expense of Arab
states. We are talking about Soviet intervention and internal disorders in

J the region.

PRIME MINISTER: Did we not put emphasis on this yesterday?

HAIG: We did.

WEINBERGER: The planning authority for things of this kind rests with the
joint Chiefs of Staff. They are dealing in detailed military planning.

It occurs to me that the proper forum should include the joint Chiefs of
Staff. There is great attraction in the Sharon suggestion -- the availability
of added military strength. We would like to work on this in which our joint

Chiefs can meet with people Sharon will delegate.

PRIME MINISTER: An excellent idea. (jocularly) .. if General Sharon

joins your joint Chief for some two weeks, it won't do any harm.

WEINBERGER: I am not in a position to decide.

SHARON: Mr. Prime Minister, will you tell our people at home.

PRIME MINISTER: I will take care of that,
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PRESIDENT: I must tell you that after one of your earlier victories in one
of your tragic wars, there was talk in the U.S. of making a deal with you.
You give us some of your General staff and we will give you General Moters

and General Electric. (laughter).

PRIME MINISTER: There should be formed a committee of both sides. Would

you prefer our friends to come here or you come to us.

WEINBERGER: Either way. I have not thought it through in that detail.

PRIME MINISTER: 1T would suggest our colleagues come here.

SHARON: I believe the first phase should be on the ministerial level.

HAIG: I think it would be good. We must be very careful about publicity.

SHARON: We have to find the time. I believe for you it won't be convenient

before the end of October . (jocularly) .. this is within the 50-day period.

WEINBERGER: We have a NATO meeting then. We will discuss it further

tomorrow.

HAIG: General Sharon made a perceptive remark as though maybe we are
regulating timing on this dependent on other timing. MNot so. We are talking
about Joint studies which are different from the past, that are carefully

coordinated at ministerial level. As far as the State Department is

/10




SECRET
B2

concerned, Mr. President, we enter into this with good will. And with the
intention to make specific progress and not just rhetoric as the Prime Minister

said the other day.
EVRON: (jocularly) .. He was quoting somebody -- you, Mr. Secretary.

ALLEN: What would be proper terminology for such a forum -- a Joint Committee .

for Cooperation?

HAIG: I would not characterize it now. We are launching a process of

strategic relationship.

SHARON: I would like to emphasize again that we have been involved in a

"strategic dialogue" for six years. Our intention is not to continue to

proceed with such an academic dialogue but to start to work (on tangible matters)
immediately -- not to deal just with the analysis of situatioms in Africa or .
elsewhere but to try to take steps and needed precautions to contain Soviet

expansionism, which is a mutual interest.

PRESIDENT: Why not? Yes.

I believe we have used up our time. There will be further meetings
between the members. I wish to reiterate again that we are allies. We
are partners, it is a two-way street. 1 know how beneficial this relationship
has been to the United States. It has to be mutual. I look forward to the
further meetings to flesh out what we have discussed. And now I wish to
say one thing that has not yet been said by me. Certain things are said

in the press and I have come to the conclusion one should only read the
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funnies, the comics. I wish to state that it is our intention to state that
the view expressed so often before that we shall not negotiate with the
Palestinfans. We will never negotiate with them until they recognize the
right of Israel to exist and abandon their present position. Until then,
we shall never negotiate with the Palestinians.

I hope all of you are as happy as we for these lTast two days. And I

hope there will be many such ones in the future.

PRIME MINISTER: As head of the Israeli delegation, I want to express my

gratitude to you for our very serious, friendly and productive discussions.

[ believe we have made real progress. Our friendship has been deepened

and our understanding has grown. Even when we differ, we do so in a manner
of listening to each other very attentively. I therefore wish to re-

state the invitation of yesterday. We would like to receive you and

Mrs.Reagan in Jerusalem in a grand reception.

PRESIDENT: After your conversation with Mrs. Reagan last night, you have

an ally in that.
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Working Luncheon with Secretary Haig and Prime Minister Begin

Department of State, James Madison Room
Wednesday, September 9
1:00 p.m.

PRESENT: American Side -~ Sec. Haig, Allen, Kirkpatrick, Clark, Habib,
McFarlane, Lewis, Wolfowitz, Veliotes, Hi11, Draper, Kemp.

Isr§31i Sid? == Prime Minister, Shamir, Burg, Sharon, Evron.
Tamir, Sagui, Bar-On

The meeting was devoted to Lebanon.

HAIG: I believe we have a shared conceptual approach to Lebanon. We
have suggested to you some ideas to be carried out in phases but I would
like to emphasize that there is no sanctity in this and in our thinking.
Three principles are the guidelines for our concepts:
(1) The security of northern Israel.
(2) To seek to get the Syrians out of Lebanon.
(3) To achieve the strengthening of the central government of Lebanon.

As 1 said, our phased plan is not secret. We do not seek through it
a vehicle which would result in a tricky PLO connection. Our condition on
talks with the PLO remain absolutely firm. They are the recognition of
Israel and acceptance of 242 and 338. As long as this Administration is
in power, I cannot visualize a change on this. Yet, the Palestinians are
a certain, even if distant, participant in what is happening in Lebanon

because we want to change their role. In particular, we want them to
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remove their weapons. But this does not imply any contact between ourselves
and the Palestinians. We have tried to bring in other Arab participants

and how they achieve this is their business.

PRIME MINISTER: I have heard you with great interest. 1 would 1ike to

inform you what has happened after the Cessation of Hostilities because
those happenings are important. General Sharon and his colleagues will
go into greater detail but I must tell you that the terrorists have broken
all the basic understandings which were the basis of my agreement with
Philip Habib. The first basic understanding which they broke was in the
introduction of heavy weapons into the area. There are now 18 emplacements
of 130 milimeter guns in this area. Some of these can reach the Galilee
and all of them can shell the Hadad area. Secondly, the terrorists seem
to have interpreted the wording "Cessation of Hostilities" between the
territory of Lebanon and the territory of Israel as giving them a license
to attack in Judea and Samaria and elsewhere. Should this continue, I
want to tell you that this would be utterly unacceptable. They have also
attacked outside of the Middle East in Vienna and elsewhere. [In other
words, if they interpret the Cessation of Hostilities in the north as a
license to attack elsewhere, this is unacceptable.

The introduction of heavy weapons into the area is a most serious
problem. You will recall that our main preoccupation was to put the Galilee
out of range. This has not happened. Also, the missiles have not been
removed and there has been no return to the status quo ante. We do not

want war with Syria but if the situation continues, it might happen.
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As far as the Christians are concerned, we have helped them over the
years and have given them weapons for tens of millions of dollars. The
Maronites under Bashir's leadership are effective but they cannot withstand
the regular army of Syria. As you will recall, they approached us and
asked us if we would not object if they would make a declaration of
cutting their ties with Israel. I cabled them at that time in reply
and my reply was in two parts: first, that we do not 1ike the tone of
this demand which was put to them because the connotation is negative;
but the second part of my reply was that if they accept this demand, we
would not object as we cannot assume the responsibility for the lives.

As you will recall, they did not quite understand this message and we

had to clarify this shortly afterwards. Throughout the years, we advised
them not to divide Lebanon and not to create an independent state because
they were not strong enough to do so. But we assumed some responsibilities
for the consequences by aiding them and this was not an insignificant aid,
neither for them nor for us. The Syrians continued to put pressure upon
them and subsequently asked them to sign another document in which they
would confirm that Israel is the enemy of all Arab states. This Bashir
refused to do.

There is another problem. There will be Presidential elections in
Lebanon next year. It is definite now that Sarkis will not stand in those
elections and that, of course, creates considerable problems. May I

emphasize that the Lebanese problem is a political issue and not a military one.

o8




TOP SECRET .
= T

HAIG: We here are aware of your sacrifices and contributions on this issue.

And are grateful for your patience on the violations of the Cessation of

Hostilities which have occurred. As far as Vienna is concerned, we were

told that the crime was carried out by a splinter group, but I do not want

to suggest by saying this, that Arafat is a paragon of virtue, even though he seems

to be for the moment somewhat more responsible than in the past. I have

not heard that Sarkis definitely decided not to run. .

HABIB: Everything the Prime Minister has said confirms that the cease
fire has held relatively well . Israeli caution and patience has paid
off. It is also quite clear that the radicals will seek to undo the
process.,
The underlying understandings on the Cessation of Hostilities were:
(1) The removal of heavy weapons.
(2) The expansion of UNIFIL's area of operation into the Tyre pocket and
the Beaufort area.
(3) Increasing the capability of the central Lebanese government. .
(4) The continuation of the Bet-e-din process, the purpose of which is
ultimately to bring about the withdrawal of the Syrians from Lebanon

and the reconciliation of the various Lebanese factions.

A1l this, with the purpose of gradually resolving the Lebanese problem.
when we tried to fashion this, we naturally took into account the Christians.
We were hopeful that this would reassure the Maronites in general and Bashir
in particular. In the series of meetings which we had with them, we had

the impression that indeed he had been somewhat reassured. Bashir has
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told us that he has improved his position and for the first time dealt
directly with some responsible Syrian officers. He appears to feel now
a bit safer.
When we suggested the phases, we believed that we could start with
the easier measures. Some of this you carried out without a quid pro quo.
There was no attempt to have a quid pro quo. We are fully aware that the
Prime Minister does not like this. We believe that we can proceed with .
this in the future in order to try and spare Israel from any threat from
that direction. I believe that we can only move the Syrians out under
Saudi pressure. We ought to try and attempt this before the 1982 elections
in order to avoid that these elections be held under Syrian gun. You
might be aware that Sarkis cannot run again under the present Lebanese
constitution. Therefore, an idea has occurred to try and change the
constitution in such a way so that his re-election is not excluded. This,
of course, will take some adjustments. It is quite clear that the next
President of Lebanon will have to be elected by some deal as it has always .
been done before.
We do not want you to jeopardize your attitudes towards the PLO through
a quid pro quo. However, it is clear that we do have ways and means to

try and control what happens on the ground through other parties.

HAIG: We have some hope for a somewhat more constructive French attitude
on Lebanon. It is even possible to believe that the tragic death of their

Ambassador was a result of an already perceived changed French attitude.
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BIB: I believe that the Iranians were most likely responsible for

BURG: What happens to the terrorists acting outside of Lebanese territory?

HABIB: As you know, we are completely opposed to terrorism from any Source.

Quite obviously, we would not ignore this. But I believe that we should not .
allow a particular terrorist act to be able to dictate to us and destroy

the fragile arrangements which we have started.

SHARON: I have to emphasize facts. The general situation in Lebanon has
not improved. The opposite is true. The situation in Zahle is worse.
The Syrians are moving forward step-by-step in order to take over the whole
of Lebanon. [ am sorry to say that the picture is different from the
description we have just heard. I will try and show you what has really
happened (Minister Sharon displays a map). As you can see on the map, .
these are the January 1976 boundaries of the Christian area and that year
the Syrians invated the southern part. 1In 1978, the Syrians took over the
northern part of Lebanon (Tripoli) and in April 1981 they captured the
Zanin Heights. Since then, they have advanced westwards. In former
years, they withdrew before winter came eastward from the mountains but

now they are moving daily westwards. Sometimes tens of yards, sometimes
hundreds. They are moving tanks, constructing roads and entrenchments.

In most of these activities there is a terrorist participation. One
should not forget that the free Lebanese area is not longer along the coast
than 24 miles, and not wider than 17 miles. The Christians from the north

tell us that they sense an increasing danger.
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HABIB: It might be worthwhile to recall that when Syrian troops entered
in 1976 into Lebanon, it was in order to try and save the Christians from
the PLO. In 1978, they were called in by Franjieh. As far as the Zanin
mountains are concerned, it is my information that at the last meeting the
Syrians agreed not to move westwards. Bashir seems to have also obtained
an agreement that the Syrians will not shell east Beirut. That is of

particular importance to him and that of four crossing points.

Obviously, the Syrians want to dominate the Lebanese but the Lebanese
will struggle against this and the Saudis do not want the dismemberment
of Lebanon. One should also recall that the Syrians have problems at

home .

SHARON: Bashir has Israel's sympathy. Israel was the only one to support
the Maronites. But our problem at presentare not the Maronites, but the
Syrians who want to take over Lebanon. There are 500 Syrian tanks in
Lebanon, including at the border the 91st Armored Brigade. This is a

threat which we cannot accept.

HABIB: Elements of the 91st Brigade were about to move into Lebanon

and we prevented this.

SHARON: We regard the Syrians in Lebanon as a threat which we cannot tolerate.
Our facts are different from yours. They do not have to take over every
single inch of Lebanon. They might leave for their own reasons, some area

free of their occupation, but this will not change the basic problem. Take
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the question of elections. The Lebanese parliament has 90 members.
66 are sufficient to elect a President. And those 66 will be transported
to the session by the Syrian armored cars. Those are not free elections
or elections at all.

As far as the Cessation of Hostilities is concerned, we accepted your
word. We assumed that the terrorists would not augment their weapons
but they did that in particular in those places from which they could hit
us most effectively. I have visited Hadad a short time ago in order to
convince him to stick to the Cessation of Hostilities agreement. At that
time, 1 saw with my own eyes how the terrorists openly dug in and constructed

positions.

PRIME MINISTER: There were many attacks on Hadad and we persuaded him

to hold his fire.

SHARON:  Two nights ago the terrorists shelled Hadad and four days ago one
of his cars was blown up by a newly laid mine and one man was injured. There
have been 17 incidents since the agreement. There were terrorist attacks in
Vienna, in Rome, Athens and Paris. There have been violations on the Jordan
border. These violations could not have occurred without active Syrian
help. Jordan tries to do everything in its power in order to prevent

them from occurring but they do not always succeed. There was an attempt

against Eilat.

PRIME MINISTER: Jordan is really trying to prevent those violations.
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SHARON: The terrorists have even tried to act from Egypt. We talked it
over with our Egyptian colleagues. One of our patrols was attacked in the
southern Gaza strip. All this means that they only feel restricted by

the agreement on the Lebanese border and nowhere else. We believe in
political solutions, not in a military one, which would be easy to carry
out. There are three major problems in Lebanon: One is Syria, the second,
the terrorists. It might be worthwhile knowing that last year 1,700
terrorists from abroad were trained in Lebanon. They came from Angola,
Mozambique, Europe, Central America and other countries. In other words,
Lebanon became the center of the world-wide terrorist activity. The
third problem in Lebanon is how to establish a free and capable government
in that country. These problems can only be solved integratively.

As long as the terrorists or the Syrians are there, one cannot solve

this. We need the evacuation of the terrorists from the UNIFIL area.

The same as far as heavy artillery is concerned. We need greater respon-
sibility for UNIFIL. We also believe that the regiment of Lebanese army
not under Syrian control should be deployed in the south. The Syrians
must be evacuated from Beirut and even from the north. Elections ought

to be held under international supervision and eventually, Hadad's troops
to be reintegrated into the Lebanese army. Those are some ideas and some

suggestions.

HABIB: I must say that our ideas are not unidentical. They do move

in similar directions. Let us keep the list and try and integrate our

ideas.
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BURG: 1 would like to suggest that more detailed talks on this should

be held between our experts.

HAIG: 1 believe we had a very good exchange here. We are impressed
with your information and we ought to sit down and exchange the informa-
tion. This would be a basis. If you accept this we ought to do this on
an urgent basis. We cannot afford to drag our feet on that. We ought

to have the urgent sessions on an intimate basis.

In turning to a different subject, the strategic aspects of our
relations, here we should put some meat on the bones. There are three
areas which we might want to deal with: (1) the prepositioning (which
is at the present time a little bit restrained by the sheer availability
of weapons). (2) Medical supplies; (3) modest joint exercises;

(4) Joint contingency planning of a solid kind.

1 would 1ike to be sure that we are all jointly satisfied. I would
like to make some very general remarks. We were very pleased to have you
here and 1 would 1ike very much to welcome in particular, Foreign Minister
Shamir who has always represented to me the epitomy of professional diplomacy
at its very best. I also would like to welcome Minister Sharon whc has given
us such an able example of his capabilities, and Minister Burg whose
contribution throughout all Israel's Cabinets are well-known. I know
the President gave a great deal of thought to his remarks this morning

and he very much means what he has said, that we are partners and allies.

PRIME MINISTER: I would like to make two short proposals. One, that if

we cannot assure free Presidential elections in Lebanon and pther areas,

elections without Syrian armored cars, we might consider to postpone the
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elections until the Syrians are out. If the elections are postponed,

then Sarkis continues to be in charge. Bashirhas recently been rather satisfied
with his cooperation with Sarkis. The second suggestion is that Minister

Sharon should also see you with the Secretary separately, apart from the

talks which he is going to hold with Secretary Weinberger. I hope you

might agree to that.

Prime Minister Begin then raised his glass and toasted the Secretary.

Meeting broke up around 14:30.
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Statement to the Press of the
Black Americans in Support of Israel Committee

We, all who have been working for socialjustice
in the United States, are fully convinced that

Individual freedoms are possible only in those
States which respect human personality and con-

sequently adhere to the democratic philosophy of
government,

Since Israel is such a State, in fact the only .
democracy in the Midddie East, we welcomed the

opportunity for a free discussion with Prime

Minister Begin.

We discussed a number of gquestions concerning
Israeli policy,; to which-the Prime Minister
responded. Our meeting, carried on in the most
amicable spirit, was for us extremely useful.

We made clear to Mr. Begin our support for a
free and democratic Israel with secure borders.

We indicated that we will do all possible to
encourage the American people, the Reagan
administration, and the Congress, to assist
Israel to remain free and her borders to remain
secure,

This we do, realizing that democracy is indiv-
isible, and that any threat to democracy anywhere
In the world, diminishes freedom everywhere.
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800 SECOND AVENUE
NEW YORK. MN.Y. 10017

Black Leaders OXrFroro T7-3500

Monday,September 14,1981, at 9:30 a.m.
in Room 29A of the Waldorf Tower

PROGRAM

Mr. Bayard Rustin, Chairman of the Black Americans in

PM. Begin

Support of Israel (BASIC], will
Introduce the Prime Minister.

Remarks by the Prime Minister.

Discussion

There will be approximately 25-30 participants, whose

names follow

Bavard Rustin

Carl Holman

Benjamin Hooks

Dorothy Haight

B.A.S.I.C., and Hon. President of
the A.Philip Randolph Institute.

President of the National Urban
Coalition. .

Executive Secretary of the N.A.A.C.P.

President of the Maticnal Council of
Negro Women.

Hon. William Coleman Former Secretary of Transportation

Pranklin Thomas

of the United States.
President of the Ford Foundation,

(continued. ..

»




Yo m9vIn menpn

PFIINa SN

CONSULATE GENERAL

OF ISRAEL IN NEW YORK

David'uinkins

Mary Berk Nichlos
Earl Graves
Axthyr Barnes

Leontyne Price
Adrian DeWind

Br, Robert Weayer

NYernon Jordan

Alexander Allden
(Joe)

Jack Greenberg

Marion Logan

William Peollard

™~

Fredrick C.K.0O'Neal

Charles Bloomstein

Dr. Bernard Gifford

800 SECOND AVENUE
MEW YORK. N.Y. 10017

OXroro 7-5500

(list of participants continued)

City Clerk of New York, and a
candidate for Manhattan Borough
President.

Assistant to Govermer of New York,
Hugh Carey.

Publisher of BLACK ENTERPRISE
magazine, and Black Economic Forum.

President of 100 Black Men, and head
aof the Nmw York Urban Coalition.

Metropolitan Opera
Civil Rights Attorney

Former Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development of the United States.

President of the National Urban League.

Vice=President of the National Urban
League.

Director of the N.A.A.C.P. Legal
Defense Fund.

Speclal Assistant to the New York State
Commissioner of Transportation.

Ciwvil Rights Director of the ARL-CIO.
Provost of Syracuse University.
Praesident of Actors' Equity.

Retires Vice President of New York
State Friends Group.

Associate Director of the American
Jewish Congress.
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additional participants

Clarence Mitchell Lobbyist for Leadership Conference
on Ciyil Rights.

Mildred Love Vice President for Programs of the
National Urban League.

Lieonel Hampton Eminent Musician and Public Figure.

Yelma HD11 Director of Public Employees Department

of SIEU, the Service INternational
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@
Before lesving Washington today (Friday Septembert11), the .
Prime Minister of Israel, Mr. Menachem Begin, received a
delegation of Christian leaders headed by BPr. Jerry Faﬁmii.

On Sunday ne will receive another de'rrgatiwihuf r‘.hris.tiarlu .
leaders in New York. This group, heacded by Dr. Frankiin Littell,
represents the National Christian Lea lership Conference for !
Israel,

The two groups speak for many millirons of Americans =~ Roman .
Catholics, Protestants, Evangelical and Castern Orthodox Christians --

who have constantly supported Isiael in her striving. for peace and

security.

As on previous such occasions, the Pride Minister will thank Israel's

Christian friends for their understanding, encouragement and help.

He will also report on the situation in Jerusalem where the holy
shrines of all faiths are protected and freedom of worship is -

guaranteed by law.
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'{A\gfiuhg and pledge to Mconachem Begin, Prime Minister of lsrael,
delivered in his meeting with Anerican Christian churchmen, at

the Waldorf-Astoria, New York City, 13 September 1981, at 4:00 P.M.)

Mr. Prime Minister:

We are here to express the good will of American Chricstians toward the
people of Israel. We want also to express our personal good wishes

to the great man, once freedom fighter and now statesman, whose courage

and strength mean so much to all free men.

In the struggle with despotic systems, with the terrorism they use
against their own peoples and in assault on others, Israel and its

Prime Minister deserve the praise and the bidaing pravers of faithful

! Christians as well as loyal Jews.

The fedaration of which 1 have the honor to be President has local
and regional groups of Catholics and evangelical Protestants and
liheral pProtestants. We differ on many issues, doctrinal and practical,

But on one theme we pray and march together:

May the hand of the Lord uphold His peaple

and scatter their enemies,

And may Jerusalem be blessed with peace, AMEN. 51fle@1J‘ yours ;
---- ; g T
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ik ALR DEFYNFE {Oon b VAST TERR I TORY. IN CHOOSING THE
TS tCIED AIRCRAFT WITH POWERFUL GROUND

APABILITIES SUCH AS THE F-16.

S THE SAUDIS HAVE SELECTED YHE F=15 TO DEFEND THEIR
NAT IONAL: TERRITORY,!IT WQULD BE FOLLY AS THE CHAIRMAN
DES (GNATE OF THE JGS,GENERAL DAVID JONES,OBSERVED IN
TESTIMONY,TO USE THE F=15 OFFENSIVELY AGAINT NEIGHBOR NG

CAUNTRIESSTHIS 1S PART ICULARLY SO VIS=A=VIS ISRAEL
VHOSE ATR'STRENGTH 1S,AND WILL BE,SO MUCH GREATER.AOT L
ONLY WOULD THE F=15 BE RELATIVELY INEFFECTIVE IN AN |

OFFENS IVE MODE,AND THE RISK QF LOSS OF THE AIRCRAFT HIGH,
BUT ITS USE AWAY FROM SAUD[ ARABIA WOULD LEAVE VITAL OIL
FACILITIES URRAN CENTERS AND MIL{TARY INSTALLATIONS
WITHOUT NECESSARY AIR DEFENSE COVER.FROM THE STANDPOINT OF
MIL {TARY FLANNING, IT WOULD MAKE NO SENSE WHATSQEVER TO
ACGU tRE AN AIRCRAFT WITH THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE F-15
WiTH AN IDEA OF USING 1T AS A GROUND ATTACK AIRCRAFT.|

A4 CONI*IDENT THE SAUDIS HAVE NO SUCH INTENTION,

LIKE THE USAF MODEL,THE F~-15 FOR SAUDI ARABIA WILL'BE : @
EGUIPPED WITH DEFENSE ARMAMENT ,NAMELY FOUR AIM~9J SIDEWINDER
AIR-TO~AIR MISSILES,FOUR A IM=7F SPARROW AIR=TO=AIR MISSILES

AND A 20 MMo GUNo

YHE AIRCRAFT CAN CARRY TNREE EXTERNAL FUEL TANKS,BUT
YHE PLANE REQUESTED BY THE SAUDIS WILL NOT BE EQUPED WITH

SHECIAL FEATURES THAT COULD GIVE IT ADDITIONAL RANGE,SPECIFICALLY,
HE PLANES WILL NOT HAVE CONFORMAL FUEL TANKS (?°FAST

PACKS? V) 1.Eqo, AUXILIARY FUEL TANKS THAY CONFORM TO THE BODY

0 THE PLANE,AND THE SAUD| KC-330 TANKERS DO NOT HAVE

EQUIPMENT FOR AIR REFUELING OF THE F=15.

SAUDI ARABIA HAS NOT HEQUESTE? THAT THE PLANE BE OUTFITTED
WITH MULT [PLE EJECTION RACKS (MER 200) WHICH WQULD ALLOW 'THE PLANE
Y0 CARRY A SUBSTANTIAL BOMB LOAD.THE U.S. WILL NOT:-FURNISH

SUCH MER'S,AND DESIGN,MANUFACYUR ING,TESTING AND CERYIFICATION

OF A MER SYSTEM .FOR THE F-15 WOULD NOT BE FEASIBLE BY ANOTHER

COUNTRY WITHOUT US AUTHOR | ZAY | Ol WHILE AIRCRAFT COULD CONCE I VABLY
CARRY THREE STANDARD MK 84 BOMBS,THEY WOULD EACH REPLAGE

AN EXTERNAL FUEL TANK.THIS WOULD GREATLY SHORTEN THE AIRCRAFT'S ®
RANGE AND TNCREASE 178 VULNERABILITY.MOREOVER, N CONTRAST 7O THE

Fei6 ,THE F~15 DOES NOT HAVE A RADAR SYSTEM DES|GNED FOR BOMBING.

THE SAUD(S HAVE NOT REQUESTED AND \E LONQT INTEND TO SELL.
ANV OTHER SYSTEMS OR ARMAMENTS THAY WOULD INCREASE S ok
THE RANGE OR ENHANCE THE GROUND ATTACK CAPABILITY OF THE \

f: "'151.1 :
PURSUANT TO OUR NATIONAL SEGUR|TY DISCLOSURE POLICY, \

CERTAIN HIGHLY SENSITIVE SUBCOMPONENTS OF THE UsSe AIR :
FORCE VERSION OF THE F=15(E, G, ,CRYPTOLOGLL EQUIPMENT AND SOME

ﬂtl?
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SUM, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE F=15 WILL HELP SAUD|
ARABIA ' DETER AND DEFEND AGAINST THOSE NATIONS THAT ARE
HOSTILE 10 ITS ROLE AS A LEADING MODERATE ARAD STATE.

| 1. ASSURANCES.

THE GOVERNMENY OF SAUD| ARABIA HAS ASSURED US THAT IT
HAS NO AGGRESSIVE INTENTIONS AGAINST ANY STATE,THAT IT

WILL USE THE F=~15 AIRGRAFT ONLY IN FURTHERANCE OF TS LEGITIMATE
SELF-OEFENSE, AND THAT 1T WILL NOT EMPLOY YHE AIRCRAFT

OFFENS IVELY.THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT HAS SIMILARLY ASSURED US

THAT 17 WILL NOT TRANSFER THE F=-15 AIRCRAFT TO ANY_THIRD
COUNTRY OR PERMIT THE NATIONALS OF SUCH COUNTRY TO TRAIN

ON THE F=15 MHCH;\H'HSEH‘JE AS PILOTS,OR OTHERWISE YO

HIVE ACCESS TO THE ATRCRAFT WITHOUT THE AUTHOR[ZATION

OF rHE UNITED STATES.

WE HAVE ‘SPECIFICALLY DISCUSSED THESE RESTRICTIONS ON
USE AND PROMIBITIONS ON TRANSFER WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF
SAUD ! ARABIALTHEY HAVE ASSURED US THAT THEY INTEND
SCRUMULOUSLY TO COMPLY WITH THESE PROHIBITIONS AND

RESTRICT |ONS.THE RECORD OF SAUDI ARABIA IN THIS RESPECT

L5 EXCELLENT. HOWEVER , SHOULD THE ASSURANCES BE VIOLATED

THE UNITED STATES CAN TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION INCLUD NG
SUSHENS 1ON OF SERVICES,AND OF DELIVERY OF SPARE_PARTS AND \
OVHER MILITARY EQUIPMENT.WITHOUT SUCH SERVICES THE

USABIL ITY OF THE F-15 WOULD DEGRADE RAPIDLY.

1T 1S ALSO IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE SALES AGREEMENT
AESERVES TO THE UNITED STATES THE RIGHT TO SUSPEND OR CANCEL
DELIVEKIES AT ANY TIME **WHEN THE NATIONAL INTEREST

OF THE UNITED STATES S0 REQUIRES, * *FURTHER , UNDER

§21(C) OF THE ARMS EXPORT CONTROL ACT,NO U.S. PERSON
EMPLOYED UNDER FOREIGN MILITARY SALES CONTRACTS IN

SAUDI ARABIA OR ANY OTHER COUNTRY WOULD BE PERMITTED TO
PERFORM SERVICES IN SUPPORT OF COMBAT OPERAT IONS,

QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN RAISED CONCERNING THE POSS IBLE
BAS (NG OF THE F=15S AT TABUK A(R BASEa! WOULD LIKE TO
REPEAY TO YOU THE ASSURANCE GIVEN TO ME AND OTHER UaSa . &
OFEICIALS BY THE SAUDI ARABIAN GOVERNMENT THAT SAUDI ARABIA ™.
WILL BASE THE F-15 AIRCRAFT,NOT AT TABUK,BUY AT DHAHRAN,
D pOSS IBLY AT RIYADH'OR KHAMIS MUSHAIT.BASING TH

-

b/asa
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e f aiii Viind6ri ABLE TABUK BASE COULD PLACE IN NEEDLESS
IEGrFARDY ﬁﬁﬁhﬁrﬁﬁﬁhL AIRCRAFT WHICH WILL FORM THE HEART OF
e (SE SYSTEM. IN ADDITIONS, TABUK IS NOT

D TO SERVE AS AN OPERATING BASE FOR THE F-158,AND

D NOT BE SO EQUIPPED WITHOUT EXYENSIVE UoSe ASS I STANCE
WHICH WOULD NOT BE PROV(DED,THESE PRACTICAL CONSIDERAT |ON3
OF WHICH THE SAUDIS ARE WELL AWARE,STRENGTHEN THE ASSURANCES
THAT THE F-i56 WILL NOT BE BASED AT TABUK.

YHE QUESYION HAS ALSO BEEN RAISED WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT

0F SAUN| ARABIA INTENDS TO ACQUIRE ADD [T |ONAL COMBAT
ARCRAFT FROM OYHER COUNTRIES.THE SAUD| ARABIAN GOVERNMENT
HAS ASSURED US THAT IT DOES NOT INTENT TO ADD 7O ITS
INVENTORY ANY COMBAT AIRGRAFT FROM OTHER COUNTRIES WHILE 1T
1S PREPARING FOR AND RECEIVING THE SIXTY F=155.THE SHORTAGE
0 fRA(NED PERSONNEL IN SAUDI ARABIA WOULD SEVERLY CONSTRAIN
SAUD I ABILITY TO UT(LIZE ANY ADDITIONAL NEW A IRCRAFT BEVONG

T|"IE. ;?"-15 a

WITH RESPECT TO THE SECURITY OF THE AIRCRAFT,THE
COVERNMENT OF SAUD( ARABIA HAS EXPRESSED |TS DETERMINATION
10 BROVIDE CAREFULLY FOR THE PHYSICAL PROTECTION OF THE ®
AIRCAAFT MANUALS AND OTHER MATERIAL RELATED TO IT.PRIOR

10 THE DELIVERY OF THE AIRCRAFT,WE WILL WORK WITH THE

SAUD1S T0 ENSURE THAT ADEQUATE SAFEGUARDS ARE [N PLACE TO ..
PREVENT UNAUTHOR (ZED PERSONS FROM OBTAINING ACCESS TO THE

AIRCRAFT OR INFORMAT |ON ABOUT IT.

YHE FROPOSAL WITH RESPECT TO SAUDI ARABIA,LIKE ALL SUCH
PROPOSALS, STANDS ON ITS OWN MER|TS,AND | HOPE THE /
FOREGO NG’ INFORMAT ION WiLL BE HELPFOL TO YOU AND THAT YOU
LD THE MEMBERS OF YOUR COMMITTEE WILL JOIN IN SUPPORT OF
THE ADMINISTRATION®S PROPOSALS TO SELL AIRCRAFT TO | SRAEL ,

EGYFT AND SAUD| ARABIA.
S INCERELY,
HAROLD BROWNg ===
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"IN CONCLUSION, EGYPT WISHES TO POINT OUT THAT IT HAS RATIFIED THE TREATY
O THE MNON=PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS, OUT OF STR BELIEF THAT THIS
STEP COMPLIES WITH ITS SUPREME NATICMAL INTERESTS, ERU?IEE@ THE TREATY
SUCCEEDS IN CURBING THE PROLIFERATION OF MUCLEAR WEAPONS THROUGHOUT THE
WORLD, PARTICULARLY IN THE MIDDLE EAST, WHICH HOU‘p REMAIN COMPLETELY FREE OF
NUCLEAR WEAPONS, IF IT IS TO CONTRIBUTE CONSTRUCTIVELY TO PEACE, SECURITY AND
PROSPERITY FOR ITS PEODPLE AND THE 'ORLD AT LARGE.™
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I do think there is a time limit. There is a time limit because there
has been a change in status quo. From that point of view one might say that
there is some urgency -- although I don't call it an immediate sense of urgency —-
but there is a time limit to achieving some progress, and I'm hopeful we will.

(USICA Official Text, 4 June 1981)

AP0 DRRA LOR.73.70 Y@ "hAnIRn 739 Swn' nrasnha ihysina  28/6/81

You noticed that the President of Iraq, Saddam Hussai;,_l;.a_s_ngl_lq@_[nr'
all Arab nations, perhaps all Muslim nations, which might bring in Pakistan,
to have nuclear weapon t;a%?ill_:_li_l!t_]f in the view of Israel's capability to produce

such a weapon ?

Haig: Well, I, of course, saw that statement and we're looking into it
now because its an appalling statement. Its one which is not in consonance with
fundamental policies under the Reagan Administration, and that is, there should
be no question about President Reagan's intent o pursue, as vigorously as we
can, the non-proliferation policies of this Administration.

(1/7/81 wa37e1n 18 pian)
- 9/7/81-3 poashiw 23912 vrrI00 Y110 and By AT 1M yop 19nb 9{?_&'81.
WSdJ: President Sadat is scheduled to come here with the declared purpose

of putting the Palestinian issue back at the top of the Middle East agenda. Is it in our
interests to have the Palestinian issue front and center ?

Haig: I think its in our interest to have a renewed sense of momentum in

the peace process in the broadest sense of that term.

W8J: Is it your intention to name another negotiator to carry on these
talks ?

Haig: Its too early to say. We did not feel it would serve any useful
purpose given the current status of the peace process itself. I am somewhat leery
of such a high level American official being appointed unless we know that that

individl.l_a_.l Ev!:lu.ld be a cf_itg.gft_ toward progress.
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WSJ : What I hear you saying is that you don't want to highlight Palastiniaﬁ
autonomy talks until you have some sense that you're going to make some progress -
there.

Haig: I think one of the worst things we do day to day in the conduct of
our affairs is to rate expectations. It usually is a self-defeating process.

WSJ: After Israel bombed the Iragl reactor, this Administration suspended
the shipment of four F-16s, and I gather the policy now is to go ahead and send
the six that are scheduled for delivery in the middle of July. So what have you
accomplished by ...

Haig: No. That's not the policy. The policy is to recognize that we
have made a suspension and to conduet a review of the circumstances that led to
that decision and to complete that review as quickly as possible. Hopefully, we .
will do so before the next delivery date.

WSJ: If you don't, the other six planes don't go?

Halg: The decision itself was on the shipment of the four and that's all

that is relevant at the moment.

WSJ: What do you think would be the effect on the U. S, -Saudi relations
if the AWACS sale doesn't go through?

Haig: It would have serious impact. Not just on our bilateral relation-
ship with the Saudi Government, but also with respect to our objectives in the region.

KON 7172 wR 14/7/81-3 pY17-1733 van naravmh ATiaRh 2383 anyeaha 14/7/81 .

"Reconnaissance satellites, for instance, discourage surprise attacks by

increasing warning and make verification of agreements possible."

(USICA Official Text, 15 July 1981)

- IWPN 172 MWR AR¥IAN IR NISRYS DIatena

The longer term and more anguishing aspects of the Middle East peace
process remain to be developed in the context of our consultations with both

Governments and other affected parties in that area.
(15/7/81-n p917-172n 322-5 phan)
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Pierpoint: You say the hostilities will cease on both sides of the border
—- and I think it was to actually take effect about three minutes ago. How do we
know that the PLO is going to go along with this cease-fire ?

Haig: Well, we've had the necessary assurances to make this a very

et L A e W - |l

and responsibility on all sides. And we're encouraged.

Pierpoint: You say assurances. So you feel confident that both sides

are going to go along with this, at least for the time being ?
(24/7/81-n 10220111 323 phan)

TN 1K emhay
Pierpoint: We have been pressing Mr. Begin for some weeks now to Q

agree to a cease-fire. This morning he apparently has... What happened -- was
it, for instance, the speaking out of Defense Secretary Weinberger and of your
deputy, Mr. Clark, when they eriticized Mr, Begin rather strongly day before
yesterday? Was it that kind of pressure that brought the Israelis to this point ?

Haig: I think it serves no useful purpose to engage in that kind of
Washington fun and games. We're here in very, very serious business...

Pierpoint: Mr. Secretary, 1 assure you I'm not engagl ng in fun and games.
1 don't think that either Mr. Clark, when he eriticized Mr. Begin, or the Defense
Secretary were engaging in that...

Haig: Well, I think there's been a lot of observations made by a lot of ‘
people in this thing. I think the Wh.lita House spoke yeserday to the issue and

enough's been said about it.

9393371 2 23/7-n 9prra omr'a 1abh nran nob BN 7937Y WO bhTrhn J.Hn)

.(onxy ova 1927 RN 23T 5Y MIDYYN OY*ana PARHP

INUN 173 270 WK 30/7-3 prapn PP DY221THN DYNYYEA DTPY Y36R Imitya  30/7/81

In Southwest Asia. The U.S. is seeking to bring an end to the current
tensions in Lebanon, to build upon the breakthrough of Camp David, and, In general,

to_ameliorate the impasse between Israel and the Arab States. We recognize fully
the need to pursue these efforts in parallel with our strategy to counter the Soviets.
(USICA Official Text, 31 July 1981)
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Israel's role in the defense of the region is that which we would
expect from any good and strong friend, but a friend that realizes the historically
derived sensitivities of its neighbors. The role that I speak of is one in which
the Israelis assist the U, S, in focusing on the real threat to the region - radical
movements and the Soviet Union - while being willing to negotiate in a spirit of
compromise with moderate neighbors, and build a strong military in a manner
that does not frighten their neighbors. (29/1/81-n 414 110237@1% phan)

19273371 MR BR.?2.70 ATTYI00 117K 8 March 1981

I think it is essential that we have a presence in the Middle East, or
Southwest Asia. ... ... if we have some facilities and additional men and material
either placed there or nearby, it will act as a deterrent to the Soviets.

(1102329110 119 paan) - po1s B%017'aA3 %723 4511 N1vT™ Y150 havan TNk 9/6/81

The Pentagon yesterday disclosed that Israel was earlier scheduled to
take delivery on Friday of four additional F-16 fighters. But neither the Pentagon
nor the State Department yesterday was prepared to say whether that delivery
would go ahead as scheduled. (10/6/81 voio phoi1v'a)

01? MM NI 7H,.7K .

At the Pentagon, Spokesman Henry Catto told a briefing that "a decision
has yet to be made" on whether to go ahead with delivery to Israel of four F-16s
scheduled to start Friday.

DY ANIND 010 NYYYTY YD

Mr. Catto said if the Israelis had committed a "substantial" violation
of the law by using planes bought from the United States in Sunday's attack, they
might become ineligible for future arms delivery.
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he's reported that we held off on some of these shipments of arms to Israel
because of a danger that Palestinian Arabs might attack certain U.S. embassies.
2en AN

I think that danger is always there. I don't think that was linked to the

suspension of the plane delivery.
772371 SN@3 DYI0ALA ERA3

Critics are charging that since his reelection, Israel's Prime Minister
Begin has been less compromising and less respectful of American interests in
the Middle East.

- 2%Wn 10 Yy .

Well, I think it has to be. I think that his course cannot really be described
as moderate at this point. | And it is essential that there be some moderation and
some general realization of how volatile the region is...

- 7273371 MR A5nG

Mr. Habib has been absolutely tireless in his efforts and came very clusa,_
as a matter of fact, to securing a very reasonable peace, set of peace terms with
respect to the removal of the missiles by Syria just about the time the latest
bombing -- first the Iraqgi reactor was bombed. And then he was starting to make
very good progress, assisted by Saudi Arabia and other countries of the moderate
Arab nations with respect to the situation again, and -- .

and then Belrut was bombed. (22/7/81 w11 283 pnan)
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White House Chief of Staff James Baker, at a breakfast meeting
with reporters, said the attacks on Begin by Defence Secretary Casper W.
Weinberger and Deputy Secretary of State Willlam P. Clark yesterday represented
"yalue Iudﬁments" not shared by President Reagan.

"To the extent they were making value judgments about (Begin)" g1 o,
said, "they were speaking for themselves. They were speaking for the

Administration in calling for a oeue-ﬂﬁ.ﬁ.? /81-n 1103358130 303 phan)

- NY35ha ABC ArT71%0n heha YR 2/8/81
"Issues and Answers"
19273371 IR
I think there is a general assessment of the entire situation. ... as
to what are the things that are necessary to strengthen and unify and bring
peace to that enormously important but volatile region, and I think all of these
factors will go into consideration of when and whether and how many of the planes

will be released for shipment.

Mr. Bell: Are you suggesting the F-15s8 coming due in a couple of
weeks may becoms partafthe ¥-16 held?

Weinberger: Well, I'm really not gqg;gggt[_n_g_apyﬂ_]{lng. I'm just making
-- anything that specified -- I'm just making a general observation that the
region is important, that the reasons that led to the delay or suspension of
shipment of the previous planes are reasons that are still being examined.
(3/8/81-n 110a37@1I0 phan)
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i, ,.and what Increases our sorrow |s that the US contlinues to adhere

to the Camp Davlid accords whose fallure has been proved"

VIR
Now we fear that time will pass without the present Amerlcan
Administration embarking on a new serlous moye drastically
different from Camp David..." ~
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