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STATE OF ISBAAEL

Press bulletin

JERUSALEM, €0 DECCMDER 1931

STATEMENT BY THC GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL, DECEMBLE £0, 19 il

———

THE PP IME MINISTER FEPORTED TO THE CABINET OM HIS TALK WTH THE
UM ITED STATLS AMDASSADOR M ISRAEL IN WHICH THE FOPEIGN MIIISTER
AND DEFENSE MINISTER ALSO PARTIC IPATED. THE PRIME MINISTER STATED
THE F'f'JL_LI:}'lfJIH(} I HIS TALE YWITH THE AMDASSADOR:

DUP ING THE LAST S HOMNTHS THE U.S. GOVERMMENT " PUNISHEDT!
ISRAEL THFICE. OH JUME 7 WE DESTROYED THE ATONMIC BONMD PRODUC NG
PLANT, 0§ IPAK, MEAR BAGHDAD. 1 DO NOT VANT TO COME BACK TO THE
QUESTION §1H0 GAVE US ULTIMATELY THE INFORMATION Tif] POTEMTIALLY
THAT PLANT MAY HAVE & CAPARILITY OF PRODUC ING LTOMIC BONMES.

VIE DION’T MAVE ANY DOUHT WA TSOEVER ABOUT IT. THEREFORE, OuUR ACT

OF DESTROYING THE ATOMIC REACTOF VLS TO US AN ACT OF SAL VATION,

AN LCT OF MATIONAL SCLF=DEFEMSE IN THE WIGHEST SEMSE OF THE TERH.,
Ve SAVED THE LIVES OF UMDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF OUR CITIICNS,

INCLUD ING TENS OF THOUSAMDS OF CHILDREM. NEVCRTHELESS, YOU ANNOUNCED
THAT YOU ARE "'PUNISHING'? US AND YOU LREACHED A WEITTEM AND SIGNED
CONTRACT VWHICH INCLUDED DELIVERY DATES OF F=16 A IRCRAFT.

HOT LOMG PASSED AMD VIE, IN SELF=DCFENSE, AFTER THLRE VIAS A
MASSACRE “AMOMG OUP PEOPLE — THREE MEM KILLED, OME OF THEN A SURV IVOR
OF AUCHW ITZ, AMD €9 VIOUNCED — DOMBED THE HCADQUARTERS OF THE P.L.O.
IN BE IRUT.YOU HAVE NO MOPAL RIGHT TO LECTURE uSs Ot CIVILIAN CASUALTIES.
VIE HAVE REALD THE HAISTORY OF THE SECOND WORLD VIER AMD WE KNOU VUHAT
HAPPENED TO CIVILIANS VIHEN YOU CARRIED OUT MILITARY OPERATIONS
AGA INST THE ENEMY. WE ALSO PEAD THE HISTORY OF THE VIETHANM VIAR
AMD YOUR TEPRM, *!HBODY COUNTS.T?

Ve VRACK OUP DBRA NS TO AVOID CIVILIAN CASUALTIES, BUT SOMETIMES
IT IS5 UMAVOIDABLE AS HAPPENED IN THE BOMBING OF THE P.L.0. HEAD-
QUARTERS . VIE SOMETIMES RISK THE LIVES OF OUE SOLD IERS 1N
ORDER TO AVOID CIVILIAN CASUALTIES. MNEVERTHELESS YOU 7T pPuUMiSHED''
Us AMD YOU SUSPEMUED THE DELIVERY (F THE F=18'S.

L VIECK AGO, ON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE GOVERMMEMT THE RNESSET
ADOPTED BY A TVO-THIFDS OVERWHELMING MAJORITY IH AL THREEE FEAD INGS,
THE GOLAM LAV, “AMD AGLIN YOU DECLARE THAT YOU ARE ''PUNISHINGT?
ISRAEL. WHAT KIND OF TALK IS THAT, TTPUNISHINGT' ISRAELT ARE VIE A
VASSAL STATE? A DAMAMA PEPUDLIC? AFE VE 14-YEAM=OLD BOYS,

THAT IF THCY DON'T BEHAVE THEY HAVE THEIR KMUCKLES SMACKLDT | WILL
TELL YOU OF WHOM THIS GOVERNMENT IS COMPOSEDR. 1T 15 COMPOSCD OF

MEN WHO FOUGHT, PISKRED THEIR LIVES AND SUFFERED. YOU CAHNOT AND VIILL
MOT FPIGHTEN US VIITH "7 PUNISHHENTS AND THREATS.'' TiREATS VIILL

FALL OM DEAF EARS. VIE ARE WILLING ONLY TO HEAR BEASON ING. YOU

HAVE MO PIGHT TO *'PUNISH'' |SRAEL AMD | PROTEST THE USE .OF THIS
TERM.,

YOU AMMOUMCED THAT YOU AFE SUSPEMDING THE DEL IBERATIONS OF THE
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDIMNG ON STRATEGIC COOPERATION AND THAT YOUR
RETURN TO THE TALKS THAT VIERE ALREADY FIXED I ADVANCE VIOULD BE
FESUNED COMDITIONAL OM PROGRESS OF THE AUTOMONY TALKS AHD TiHE
SITUATION It LEBAMOM, YOU ARE TRYING TO MAKE ISRACL HOSTAGE TO THE
MEMORANDUM OF "UNDERSTAMD ING, | UNDERSTAND FTIOM THAT AMHOUMCEMENT
THAT THE AMEF ICAN GOVEFPHNMEMNT EENOUNCES THE MENORANDUN OF UMDEFRSTAMD ING,

saanfu
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DEG [I}"S STATEMENT

NG SWORD OF DAMOCLES \iLL DBE HUNG OVEP OUR HEADS. VE PEGISTER

THE FACT THAT YOU HAVE RCMOUNCED THE MEMORANDUIT oF UNDCRSTANDING.
THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL HAVE LIVED FOR 3,700 YEARS WITHOUT A MEMORANDUM
OF UNUERSTAND ING VI ITH ANER ICA AND WILL CONTINUE TO LIVEC VITHOUT IT
FOR ANOTHEE 3,703 YEARS. 48 WE SEE DY YOUR AHHOUHCERENT  THIS

IS THE FEMUNCTATION OF THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTAND NG,

VE SHALL NOT AGREE THAT YOU DEMAMD OF US TO PERMIT THE ARADS
OF JEFUSALEM TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ELECTIONS OF THE ADMIN ISTRPATIVE
COUMC L ANMD TO THREATEM US THAT IF WE DO NOT AGREE YOU W ILL SUSPEND
THE HEMORAMDUM OF UMDERSTRID NG .

YOU HAVE [MPOSED UPOM US PECUN IARY SANCTIONS AND N THE PPROCESS
YOU HAVE BROKEH THE WORD' OF THE PRESIDENT. WiEN SECFRETARY OF
STATE HAIG VIAS HERE HE RCAD OUT FROM A PAPEF THE YORDIS OF THE
PRESIDENT THAT THE U.S. WILL BUY FROM ISRAEL MILITAREY ANL OTHER
HAPDVWARE FOR €00 MILLION DOLLARS. NOW YoU Si Y, T YEILL ‘MOT BE 80,
THIS 1S BREAKING THE VIORDOFTHEPRES IDENT. IS THIS DONL? I8 1T
PEOPERT YOU HAVE CANCELLED AMOTHER ONE HUNLRED IHILL1OM DOLLANS. WHAT . |
DO YOU WANT TO DO? HIT US IN THE POCKCT?

M 1946 THERE LIVED TH THIS VERY HOUSE A DRITIS! GEMERAL VHOSE
NAME VIAS BAFEER. TODAY | Live 1N THIS HOUSE. WHEM VIE FOUGHT AGAINST
HIM YOU CALLED US TERROR ISTS AND WE CONTINUED THE F IGHT. LFTER
WIE BLEW UP HIS HEADQUARTLRS IN THE SEQUESTERED PART OF THEC KING
DAVID, BARKEE SAID: “7YOU Call PUNTSH THAT PACE ONLY BY HITTING
AT ITS POCKET, ' AHD HE 1SSUED AN OPDER TO HIS BRITISH TROOPS THAT
ALL THE JEVIISH COFFEE=SIH0PS BE OUT OF JOUNDS. TO HIT US IN ouR
POCKETS? TihT IS5 THE PHILOSOPHY OF HARKER . HOV | UMDERSTAND VY
THE EFFORT N THE SCHATE TO ACHIEVE A MAJOR ITY TuR THE a4fMS DEAL
VITH SAUD ) ARABIA VUAS ACCOMPANIED TY AM UGLY ANTI=SEMITIC CAMPAIGM.
FIRST THEPE VAS A SLOGAN: "'RBEGIN OR REAGAM,'" THE INFEREMNCE BE ING
THAT TOTOMPOSE TIL DEAL YIITH SAUDE APATVIA- YOU SUPPORT L FOFE IGH
PEIVE MIMISTER AND ARE DISLOYAL TO THE PRES IDENT OF THC UM I TED
STATES. AND THUS SUCH SENATOMS AS JACKSON, KEMHCDY, MOYNI HAM PACKVIOOD
AMD OF COUPSE SEMATOR BSOS ITZ, ARE DISLCYAL CITIZEMNS. BUT THEN
ANOTHER SLOGAM VIAS HEARD: '*ViE VW 1LL MOT ALLOVM THE JEWS. TO DETERMIME .
THE FORE IGN POLICY OF THC UN ITED STATES.?? VILT 1S THE HEANING OF THIS
SLOGAM? THE GREEIX MInGEATY 1l THE UMITED STATES DD MUCH TO DETERM INE
THE RESOLUTION M THE SEMATE FORDIDD IHG THE DEL IVEEY OF *FMS Fup
TURKEY AFTEE TUFKEY HAD IMVADED CYPPUS. NOTIODY VL FRIGHTEH THE
GREAT AMD FPEE JEVISH COMMUNITY IM THE UNITED STATES. NOBODY WILL
SUCCELD IN WITINIDAT ING THEM RBY ANTI=SENITIC PROPLGANDA. THEY WILL
STAND BY US, THIS IS THE LAND OF THEF FOREFATHEDRS — THLY HEVE
THE P IGHT AND DUTY TO SUPPCRT IT. THERE ARE THOSE WHO SAY THAT
THE LAV ADOPTED BY THE WMESSET HAS TO IE RESC INDED. THE VORD
PTRESCIND? 7, 18 A CONCEPT FROM THE TIME OF TrE IMQUISITION. OUR
FORLFATHERS VIENT TO *THE STAKE? RATHER THAM FESCHIND THCIP FLITH.

VE ARE NOT GOING TO THL ‘STAKE. THAMY G0 » ME HAVE ENOUGH STRENGTH

TO DEFEND OUR  IHDLPENDENCE AN LEFEND OUR THIGHTS. I 1T WoULD DEPEND
OM ME, | VOULD SAY DON'T BESC IND THE LAY, IT DEPCHDS ON Ti KMESSET
ANU IT IS MY COMVICT IO THAT ON THIS EARTH THERE 1S NO MAN WiHO CAM
INFLUENCE THE KNESSET TO ANNUL THE LAY WHICH VAS ADOPTED BY 4 TVIO-
THIRDS MAJOR ITY. MP. YIE (NBERGED S0 I, ANL LATER M. HAIG, THAT THE
PASSAGE OF THE LAV LAMAGES RESOLUTION 242, OME WHO, SAYS THAT HAS NOT
READ_THE RESOLUTION OF PERHAPS HAS FORGOT, IT OF 010 MOT UNDERSTAND

fFT'; 'Hf_'. SOUL {'nF ::" ﬁls A ?g[{.ﬁTI.--TI":N TO CETERNINE SECURE AND PECOGN |ZED
HOUNDAR IEG. SVITA DECLARES THAT 1T WILL NOT COMOUST MEGOTIATIONS W ITH

-a-.IT:l




‘HFH"TTP |4--|-

ug, UOES NOT RECOGN1ZE US AND WILL NOT RECOGMNIZE  US AL, ]T4 THAT,
U;#ﬁj}[ﬁ £if OF ITS VERY SOUL. MOW, THEN, COULD VIL DA ’haL e ?

3 FOP THE FUTURE, PLEASE TELL THE SECRETAPY OF STATE THAT THE

GOLAN LAV SHALL PENMAIN IM FORCE. THERE I8 MO FORCE IN THE UGRLD

HAL CAN BRLIG ABOUT 175 ABROGRTION, AS FOF THE CHARGE THAT VIE

SUNPR ISED YOU, THE TRUTH IS VIE DIDNZT VANT T0 EMBARPASS YOU. VIE KMEW
VOUR DIFF ICULTY. YOU COME TO R IYADH AND DAMASCUS. 1T WAS PRESIDENT
REAGAI 1THO SA ‘D THAT M. BEGIN VAS EIGHT, FOR HAD € APPPOACHED

PHE UHLITED STATES BEFOREHAMD WITH PEGARD TO THE LAY, THE U TEL
"_',':I-_'*f': ”|__:'|__||u!-' '|| .;;. ”-I‘1 :!I\I‘ -.I-_: I 1||-I r,:r\'r WA o i _."r” --I--L--.I .:—‘,l‘ -_.’I ['-I:-:I: ...,i"![i

S F :
HEN APPLY f{L LAY TC THE GOLAN HEIGHTS, OUR INTENTION \fAG MOT TO
ENBARRASS YOU.,

WiTH REGART TO LEBAMOM, | ASKED THAT THE SECPETARY OF STATE
BE INFORMED THAT VE SHALL MOT ATTACK 3UT WE SHALL COUNTER=ATTACK.
COURSE OF THE CADINET MEETING A MESSAGE VWAS RECEIVED

H THE |
~ STATES AUDRESSED TO PRIME I ISTER

'POf THE P;E}ihfﬁ* OF THE UNITED

) DECCHBER 13
In ENCELLENCY
MENACHEM BEG I e
PIE MINISTER OF THE STATE OF ISFAEL

Jr, USaLEM
SEAR MR. PR IME MIN ISTLCR ¢
HAMCY AMD 1 W ISsH YOU END 1ES. BESIH A HANMUKAM FILLED WITH GREAT
JOY AND AAPEINESS. TiE LIGHTING GF THE HAMMURAH CAMDLES SYMBOLVZES
"HF CONT INUITY OF THE km;'~'w PEOPLE AHD THE I CULTURE, .15!? |
ETERM INATION TO HLHL'“ EE AND THE IF: CONTINU ING SEARCIH FOR LACE.
|:Ei;_ LI It_[ STATES VI LYS BE ISPAELYS PAPTMER 1N EFFORTS TO
SECURE THE DBLESS THUS OF ugg' FOR ALl PEOPLE M THE MIBDLE £R5T.

fadas

VE HOPE THAT THe SEASON BRINGS YOU FULF ILLMENT AND CONT IHUED

.,L'..*l*_.' RECOVERY FROM YOUPR h U
_ S INCETELY,

I? |'::r|frJ l'
FONALD FEAGHM




STATEMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL, DECEMBER 20, 1981

The Prime Minister reported to the Cabinet on his talk with the United States
Ambassador in Israel in which the Foreign Minister and Defense Minister also
L M (fpd o j 5 :

participated. The following was said by the Prime Minister in his talk with
the Ambassador:

During the last six months the U.S. Government "punished" Israel thrice.
On June 7 we destroyed the atomic bomb producing plant, Dsirak, near Baghdad.
1 do not want to come back to the question who gave us ultimately the information
that potentially that plant may have a capability of producing atomic bombs.
We didn't have any doubt whatsoever about it. Therefore, our act of destroying
the atomic reactor was to us an act of salvation; an act of national self-
defense in the highest sense of the ter aued the lives of hundreds of
thousands of our citizens, 1nclud1ngﬂtﬁ‘Iﬁren. Nevertheless, you announced
that you aré~punlsh1ng us and you breached a written and signed contract which

It
included delivery dates ué;gi;eraft.

Not long passed and we, in self-defense, after there was a massacre
among our people - three men killed, one of them a survivor of Auchwitz, and
29 wounded - bombed the headquarters of the PLD in Beirut. You have no
moral right to lecture us on civilian casualties. We have read the history of the
Second World War and we know what happened to civilians when you carried out
military operations against the enemy. We also read the history of the Vietnam
War and your term, "body counts."

We wragk our brains to apoid civilian casualties, but sometimes it is

W2 A pak e M e e A e

unavoidable as happened in the bombing of the PLD headquarters. Nevertheless

you "punished" us and you suspended the delivery of the F-15's.

/2




A week ago, on the recommendation of the Government the Knesset
adopted by a two-thirds overwhelming majority in all three readings, the Golan
Law. And again you declare that you are "punishing" Israel. What kind of talk
is that, "punishing" Israel? Are we a vassal state? A banana republic? Are
we boys of l&~yfear5 old, that if they don't behave they have their knuckles
smacked? I will tell you of whom this Government is composed. It is composed
atimost—eempdetely of men who fought, risked fheir lives and suffered. You cannot
Tl et
and will not frighten us with "punishments," u}hreaLs will fall on deaf ears.
We are willing only to hear reasoning. You have no right tu.bunlsﬁ‘lﬁrael and
1 protest the use of this term. .
You announced that you are suspending the deliberations on the Memorandum
of Understanding on Strategic Cooperation and that your return to the talks
that were already fixed in advance would be resumed conditional on progress of
the Autonomy talks and the situation in Lebanon. You are trying to make Israel
hostage to the Memorandum of Understanding. I understand from that announcement
that the American Government renounces the Memorandum of Understanding. No
Sword of Damocles will be hung over our heads. We register the fact that you
have renounced the Memorandum of Understanding. The people of Israel have lived
for 3,700 years without a Memorandum of Understanding, with America and qill continue
¢ e
to live without it for another 3,700 years. As we see 1t this is the renunciation .
of the Memorandum of Understanding.
We shall not agree that you demand of us to permit the Arabs of Jerusalem

to participate in the elections of the administrative council and to threaten

us that if we do not agree you will suspend the Memorandum of Understanding.

ol




- T
e LIy ,_‘;4.«:."'"""
You have imposed upon us menetapy penalties and in the process you

have broken the word of the President. When the Secretary of State Haig was here
he read out from a paper the words of the President that the U.S. will buy from
Israel military and other hardware for $200 million. Now you say, it will not
be so. This is breaking the word of the President. Is this done, s it proper?
You have cancelled anuthai-%illiﬂn dollars. What do you want to do? Hit us
in the pocket?
In 1946 there lived in this very house a British general whose name
was Barker. Today I live in this house. When we fought against him you called
us terrorists and we continued the fight. After we blew up his headquarters
in the sequestered part of the King David, Barker said: "You can punish .
that race only by hitting at its pocket," and he issued an order to his British
troops that all the Jewish coffee-shops be out of bounds. To hit us in our pockets?
That is the philosophy of Barker. Now I understand why the effort in the Senate
to achieve a majority for the arms deal with Saudi Arabia was accompanied
by an ugly anti-Semitic campaign. First there was a slogan: "Begin or Reagan,"
the inference being that to oppose the deal with Saudi Arabia you support
a foreign Prime Minister and are disloyal to the President of the United States
and thus such Senators as Jackson, Kennedy, Packwood and of course, Senator
Boshwitz, are disloyal citizens. But then another slogan was heard: "We will not

What .

is the meaning of this slegan? The Greek miné&ty in the United States did

allow the Jews to determine the foreign policy of the United States."

much to determine the resolution in the Senate forbidding the delivery of arms

for Turkey after Turkey had invaded Cyprus. Nobody will frighten the great and
free Jewish community in the United States. Nobody will succeed in intimidating
them by anti-Semitic prnpifanda. They will stand by us; this is the land of their

have The right anol a{u:
Forefathers - they v to support it.

v




==
There are those who say that the law adopted by the Knesset has to be rescinded.
The word "rescind", is a concept from the time of the Inquisition. Our forefathers
went to #the stake® rather than rescind their faith. We are not going to the stake.
Thank God, we have enough strength te defend our independence and defend
our rights. If it would depend on me, I would say don't rescind the law. It
depends on the Knesset and it is my conviction that on this earth there is
no man who can influence the Knesset to annul the law which was adopted by
a two-thirds majority. Mr. Weinberger said, and later Mr. Haig, that the passage
of the law damages Resolution 242. One who says that has not read the resolution
or perhaps has forgot it or did not understand it. The soul of 242 is a negotiation
to determine secure and recognized boundaries. Syria declares that it will
not conduct negotiations with us, does not recognize us and will not recognize
us and, with that, deprived 242 of its very soul. How, then, could we damage 2427
As for the future, please tell the Secretary of State that the Golan Law
shall remain in force. There is no force in the world that can bring about its
abrogation. As for the charge that we surprised you, the truth is we didn't want
to embarrass you. We knew your difficulty. You come to Riyadh and Damascus.
It was President Reagan who said that Mr. Begin was right, for had he approached
the United States beforehand with regard to the Law, the United States would
have said, no. We did not want you to say, no, and then apply the Law to the Golan
Heights., Our intention was not to embarrass you.

With regard to Lebanon, I asked that the Secretary of State be informed

aAbund
that we shall not indtiatewar but Mrgﬂt&k&d—w *he—terroristes=er

the~Syrians we shall counter-attack.
{In the course of the Cabinet meeting a message was received from the

President of the United States addressed to Prime Minister Begin . It read:

/5




20 December 1981
Hls Excellency
Menachem Begin
Prime Minister of the 5tate of Israel
Jerusalem
Dear Mr. Prime Minister:
Mancy and I wish you and Mrs. Begin a Hannukah filled with great
Jjoy and happiness. The lighting of the Hannukah candles symbolizes the continuity
of the Jewish people and their culture, their determination to remain free and
their continuing search for peace. The United States will always be Israel's
partner in efforts to secure the blessings of peace for all people in the
Middle East.
We hope that the season brings you fulfillment and continued
rapid recovery from your injury.
Sincerely,
(signed)

Ronald Reagan /)
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The Government of Israel expresses its regret over the decision of the
American Senate to approve the proposal of the Administration on the two-fold
arms deal between the United States and Saudi Arabia which is in a state of
war with Israel, rejects the Camp David accords and finances terror in our

region,

The Government reiterates that a new and serious danger now faces Israel,

new since the restoration of our statehood. We will have to overcome this threat

also; we will do all that we have to do in order to overcome.

The debate in the United States concerning this arms deal was held over
a long period of time. Friends of Israel, regardless of their origin and
political affiliation, conducted the just struggle with courage and dignity.
We express to them our gratitude for their efforts. We shall not forget that
among those who supported the arms deal with Saudi Arabia, and also among those
who changed their position from rejection to support, are many who value the
role and policy of Israel in the Middle East and in the free world, and nurture

in their heart warm feelings towards our people and country.

This morning the Prime Minister received a letter from the President of the

United States, Mr. Reagan, dated October 28, 1981. 1In it the President writes,
inter alia: "Mr, Prime Minister, you have my reassurance that America remains
committed to help Israel retain its military and technological advantages.

The security of Israel remains an essential factor in our decisions on strategic
issues in the region. This Administration has a continued interest in working
with Israel on a wide dimension of strategic issues, efforts which serve our
mutual interest.,"

We hope that these words of the President will be carried into realization.
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The Government of Israel expresses its regret over the decision of the
American Senate to approve the proposal of the Administration on the two-fold
arms deal between the United States and Saudi Arabia which is in a state of

war with Israel, rejects the Camp David accords and finances terror in our
region,

The Government reiterates that a new and serious danger now faces Israel,
new since the restoration of our statehood. We will have to overcome this threat

also; we will do all that we have to do in order to overcome,

The debate in the United States concerning this arms deal was held over
a long period of time. Friends of Israel, regardless of their origin and
political affiliation, conducted the just struggle with courage and dignity.
We express to them our gratitude for their efforts. We shall not forget that
among those who supported the arms deal with Saudi Arabia, and also among those
who changed their position from rejection to support, are many who value the
role and policy of Israel in the Middle East and in the free world, and nurture

in their heart warm feelings towards our people and country.

This morning the Prime Minister received a letter from the President of the
United States, Mr, Reagan, dated October 28, 1981, 1In it the President writes,
inter alia: "Mr, Prime Minister, you have my reassurance that America remains
committed to help Israel retain its military and technological advantages,

The security of Israel remains an essential factor in our decisions on strategic
issues in the region, This Administration has a continued interest in working

with Israel on a wide dimension of strategic issues, efforts which serve our
mutual interest.,"”

We hope that these words of the President will be carried into realization.
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The Government of Israel expresses its regret over the decision of the
American Senate to approve the proposal of the Administration on the two-fold
arms deal between the United States and Saudi Arabia which is in a state of
war with Israel, rejects the Camp David accords and finances terror in our
region,

The Government reiterates that a new and serious danger now faces Israel,
new since the restoration of our statehood, We will have to overcome this threat
also; we will do all that we have to do in order to overcome.

The debate in the United States concerning this arms deal was held over
a long period of time., Friends of Israel, regardless of their origin and
pelitical affiliation, conducted the just struggle with courage and dignity,
We express to them our gratitude for their efforts, We shall not forget that
among those who supported the arms deal with Saudi Arabia, and also among those
who changed their position from rejection to support, are many who value the
role and policy of Israel in the Middle East and in the free world, and nurture
in their heart warm feelings towards our people and country,

This morning the Prime Minister received a letter from the President of the
United States, Mr. Reagan, dated October 28, 1981, In it the President writes,
inter alia: "Mr, Prime Minister, you have my reassurance that America remains
committed to help Israel retain its military and technological advantages,

The security of Israel remains an essential factor in our decisions on strategic
issues in the region, This Administration has a continued interest in working
with Israel on a wide dimension of strategic issues, efforts which serve our
mutual interest,"

We hope that these words of the President will be carried into realization.




The Government of Israel expresses i{‘re et 01“)‘! the decision of the
American Senate to approve, men of the Administration,
the two-fold arms deal between the United States and Saudi Arabia which is in

a state of war with Israel, rejects the Camp David accords and finances terror

in our region.

The Government reiterates that a new and serious danger now faces Israel k '
new since the restoration of our statehood. We will have to overcome this g

also; we will do all that we have to do in order to overcome.

The debate in the United States concerning this arms deal was held over
a long period of time. Friends of Israel, regardless of their origin and
political affiliation, conducted the just struggle with courage and dignity.
We express to them our gratitude for their efforts. We shall not forget that
among those who supported the arms deal lwtﬁh Saudi Arabia, and also among those
who changed their position from W o support, are many who value the
role and policy of Israel in the Middle East and in the free world, and nurture
in their heart warm feelings towards our people and country.

This morning the Prime Minister received a letter from the President of
the United States, Mr. Reagan, dated October 28, 1981. In it the President

writes, inter alia: "Mr. Prime Minister, you have my reassurance that

America remains committed to help Israel retain its military and technological

advantages. The security of Israel remains an essential faector in our decisions
on strategic issues in the region. This Administration has a continued interest
in working with Israel on a wide dimension of strategic issues, efforts which

serve our motual interest."”
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STATE OF ISRAEL

Press bulletin

JERUSALEM, 29 OCTOBER 1951

STATEMENT BY GOVERNMENT

THE GOVEFNMENT OF ISRAEL EXPRESSES ITS REGRET OVER T DECISION OF
THE AMER ICAI SENATE TO APPROVE THE PROPOSAL OF THE ADMINISTRATION
OM THE TVIO-FOLO AKMS DEAL BETWEEN THC UNTTED STATES AND SAUDI
ARAZIA, VHICH 1S IN A STATE OF WAR WITH ISRAEL, REJECTS THE CANMP
DAVID ACCORDS AMD FINANCES TERROR (N OUR REGION.

THE GOVERNMCNT REITERATES THAT A MEW AND SERIOUS DANGER MOV FACES
ISRAEL, MEV SINCE THE RESTORATION OF OUR STATEHOOD. VIE WILL SAVE TO
OVERCOME T41S THREAT ALSO, VIE WILL DO ALL THAT WE HAVE TO DO IN
ORDER TO OVLCRCOME.

THE DEBATE IN THE UNITED STATES CONCERNING THIS ARMS DEAL VIAS HELD
OVER ‘A LONG PERIOD OF TIME. FRIENDS OF ISRAEL, FEGARDLESS OF THEIR
ORIGIN AND POLITICAL AFFILIATION, CONDUCTED THE JUST STRUGGLE VIITH
COURAGE AND DIGNITY, VE EXPRESS TO THEM OUR GRATITUDE FOR THE IR
EFFORTS.  VIE SHALL MOT FORGET THAT AMOMG THOSE WIHO SUPPORTED THE
ARMS DEAL MITH SAUDI ARABIA, AND ALSO AMONG THOSE WHO CHANGED THE IR
POSTTION FROM REJECTION TO SUPPORT, ARE MAMY VIHO VALUE TE ROLE AND
POL ICY OF ISRAEL Il T4 MIDDLE EAST AHD IN THC FREE WORLD, AHD
MURTURE IH THEIR HEART VARM FEEL INGS TOWARDS OUR PEOPLE AND COUNTRY.

THIS MORNING THC PRIME MIMISTER RECIEVED A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF TIE UNITED STATES, MR. FEAGAN, DATED OCTOBER £8, 194L. IN IT THE
PRES IDENT WRITES, INTER ALIA: ?’MR. PRIME DINISTER, YOU HAVE MY
REASSURANCE THAT AMERICA RCMAINS COMMITTED TO HELP ISRAEL RETAIN

ITS MILITARY AND TECHMNOLOG ICAL AUDVANTAGES. THE SECURITY OF ISRAEL
REMAINS AN ‘ESSENTIAL FACTOR IN 0OR DECISIONS Ol STRATEGIC ISSUES

IN THE REGION. THIS ADMINISTRATION HAS A CONTIMUED WITEREST IN
VIORKING WITH ISRAEL ON A VIIDE DIMENSION OF STRATEGIC ISSUES,
EFFORTS WHICH SERVE OUR MUTUAL INTEREST.'?

VIE HOPE THAT THESE VWORDS OF THE PRESIDENT VILL DE CARRIED INTO
RCAL 1 ZAT10M ..

/SN 12:50 HOURS
INST..

GOVERNMENT PRESS DOFFICE
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