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Question to Gaperel Hed KRBT R

Weuld the gemeral agree that thes Vulean .., cannen has g very high rais of fire
that a mmr&HHE=tmrﬁtuuuhlputlnolﬂgh-:qﬂnﬁhu shells in the alr? Ad that
any firing at the airplane would putomatiecally hitting the wing-route kil snyone
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Susstion to Nr, Davan.

In view of the new evidenge would you be ready to change youropinion abou

the poesibility of paying some compensafion to the ....cecsssee Pogardles of

the question of guilt or nomguilt?

Angwer: I have to say clearly tht that it is not my suthority %o talk ostthe behalf

of the government but whet I am going to sey about ie my persomal feelin, Now if there
is no politioal orm meaning to it whatsoever and my smek only conseration
shathurrtt would be/some poor familyes should get some help & order to intain their
velfare then I would have sdvocated this, But you amdsse know and surely know
that it can mot be represented by that, Compensation in this case meanshat the
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guilty party should compensate. And I do feef that we have mn error of interpreting the most
unexplainable situstion in that time but ve didn't do muything which I would sav that
should put us on the guilty side.
Sueetion

You have axplained wery clsarly why Ismmel should have been stspicéous of thieplane
Tlying inte this territory. That's sasy to understand sir, But why the end ofthe sequence
of identification and atmuﬂ‘}tﬁﬂ'tﬁ plate down whem ‘you v 5t SRERIER ek
across the canal indeed very short space before the canal before.agais.crosses to Egypt
apparently doing no damage at all the most perhaps some photographs, ofxx why did you then
otill insist of bringing this plane dowm by force?

AngRECY
Kz Baven

When I spoke there the day beof before yesterday, then I tried and I quoted and I repeated
the oonsidearations about 1t. Now ......the pecple that tunt.tht coneideration and the decimion
are here I don't think it will be fair of me to try to explain why the airforce

or the chief of staff came to this decision and they are here. i
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Nr. Daven

I suppose our government vill d0 OUT.eeivsss srecssses hore T can talk only about what we

are going to quﬁingbth: vay that e ........ I think that whet heppened here happensd because
of the error of three partiecs I famlcen tell that the way that I feel about it the main

coe 19 the Libyan airway the way that they behaved. The Cairo tower control should h.ve behaved
better and something that we couldn't anticipate at the tinme but mow we have to Teslize that
even much unacceptable happening might happen and did happen.
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Susstion
Wasn't it poseible to give the bemefit of the doubt that the poseibility #that it mdght
have had passengers on board?
Hre Davan the
fentlemen, todny Extickmirixfesixitimxsmeven if I fedlli like answering thmk aguestion

I mst refor such questions to people who took the decision at that time.

Question: - General Daymn mssuming that Egypt tums down the idea this idea of the red
1ine in Sinal and Secsscssssrsessssipoving vhat you know now if the same thing i happeming
now would you do amything diﬁtmt:

Er, Davan
I do hope that nothing like this will happen agaim not only becsuse I dMdon't want it to
happen again but usually such incidents are nmot happoning twice the same .......I said befire

nndlmthr-p-tinmpmhlwm“mwlmﬁnll_ddmﬂ.'
conclusions. So if you allow me fo put it in a more respectful way the guestiom is not
whether we would do exactly the seme incident will ocourw . This is not the guestion.

The question is genersal appreach o such poasibilities ﬂlmnf:rhwnlflmlﬂn't
uthnﬂlhmtmimtht.luwumﬂtmrml:uhd.hcﬂn
einpoaipesiistosdomomicfers would go there after being signalled and warned for seven
Mnﬂndnﬂu-ll the orders that it would be & civilian irmocent FezxEspwpassenger
I wouldn't have mamimagined that before . I do reslise now that something like that wight
happened and we have to take it into consideration.

Suestion

General U yan could you not have used the United Nations existing cormmications, grstens
vhich hooks up with the ceasefire obsarvors snd both aides of the lines and even you u.l
not use that system why couldn't use that system,.?

XNr, Davan
¥e can use them probably for something like a camel that would sbout six months before we

got an engwer

Quostion




Remarks of the Chief-of-Staff at Press Conference on 24.2.7%
have

I am happy that the contents of the black boxes/imx been found,

since this enables us to verify the movements and suspicious

behaviour which were apparent to us on that day.

The airliner, due to a series of errors clarified here, was
identified by the control center of our air defence system

as a hostile sircraft on a hostile mission, deppite £%s being
a passenger plane, However, as & result of ifs behaviour, we
could not assuge that the airliner had in fact been carrying

passengers,

The plane had managed to come through Egyptian air defences
without being hit or even warmed, thus giving the impression that
the plane was crossing in co=-ordination with these systems.

The plane penetrated closed Israell airspace housing some of

the country's most sensitive systems, reaching a point 180
kilometres from the nearest civilian navigation beagon - & point
which no civilian aircraft had reached since 1967,

The sirliner's strange behaviour - in total disregard of the
fighter planes - did not befit that of an airliner carrying
passengers. .

From the material at our disposal we now know that the pilot

was aware of the fact that he was surrounded by fighter planes
for seven minutes. In addition, sounds from the cockpit indicate
the warning shots which were fired. And during those moments -
the risk and total disregard...

The above facts led our air defence sysitem in all its branches, to
the conclusion that in spite of its being a passenger craft... we
sannot rule out the possibility of a eiviliam aireraft coming

our way with the intent of carrying out a hostile missiom.

We have, for some time, had reports of plans to carry out hngtilu
acts through the use of civilian aircraft, and, in addition to

such =cts, are-aware of the fact that a pevies of hostile misepioms may also

be carried cut’ by civilian airliners. (Over)
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I emphasize these points sinece they ereated the impression

that this was a hostile plane and since we know it was a
passenger plane, there is now no doubt in any of our minds

that it should not have been hit, however, under the
circumstances it was thought to be a hostile plane - and

during the few moments in which a decision had to be taken,

in view of the faet that it was considered & hbostile plane

by the air force, I believe the decision te forece it to land
was g correct one. I considered this decision correct and I now

consider it correct, and I approved it.

Though we did not intend this mest regrettable outcome, we Gﬂu‘

not prevent it in view of the airliner's behaviour,
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FINISIED MOSHE DAYAN
PKESS COMCZRENCE

24¢h Tebruary, 1973

Minister Davan: The Israelis will excuse me €or talking English, and
the foreigners will excuse me for my English,

[ want to add two remarks to what I had a chance to say before.
Now that we know more now and we agree that we have more or less a
dear picture of what happaned, I feel that I can say that what
happened is a disdster, was the outcome of three,threas elements of
error.

The first one, the Libyan airplane; the second, the Cafro
tower control; the third, the interpretation of our people of the
events, the happening of that time.

Abgut the Libyan, we have an attitude - I'm not an expert and
I would not pass judgement where one can have such a state and get
that far out of the truth, but I feal right to say that to mistake
Phantoms for Migs and the Egyptian crescent with the green back-
ground for the Tsraeli Shield of David on blue; the warnings signal
for friendly excercise - this is a 11ttle bit too much for an ordinary
human, just mistake. T would call it irresponsibility. That much
1s expected of a Captain, to take more notice when he 15 on duty.

About the Egyptian tower control, 1 am sure that thelr motfvas.
were innocent, and they lost contact, well, that happens. But fn a
way they confirmed to him that he was on Egyptian ground when thay
told him they would give an order for the Egyptfan Mig to stop
firing. The least that I would have expected of them would have
been: "Wait a minute. Something might be wrong", and not to assure
him: "A11 right, you can go on, we shall take care of 1t."

Without trying to undere=timate ths error of Judzement of our
paople at the time, I want to say that to =upsct an alirplane going
from Bengazi to Cairo to get tu “he diglsr’ eastern side of the Suex
Canal and to expegt him to t2ke » v Fianiums Yor Migs, and our signals
for friendly vavings = one wala havy more ‘maginef on “an mora
imagination than I think tha® 2na ean rightly ask «- sxpect not cnly

s
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Question to Ggzneral Hod e 8o Taen el 52

Would the general sgree that the Vulcan ... cannon has a very high rate ef fire
that a una—-iinﬂm burst would put 100 high-explosive shells in the air? And that

any firing at the airplane would automstically hitting the wing-route kill anyone

on board? DA o Aspts s TOPUANDNINED
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In view of the new evidence would you be ready to change youropinion about
the possibility of paying some compensefion to the sesesscesses regardless of

the question of guilt or nonguilt?

" Ihawt.uaayclearlyﬁtthatitiamtnynuthnritytotllkmthabahqlf

of the government but what I am going to say about is my personal feelings, Now if there

jtical or wﬁ%ﬁg meaning to it whatsoever and my axei only consideration

is no pol
familjes should get some help &n order to maintain their

shwthmrrit would be/some poor
eve advocated this. But you smdzez Imow snd surely 1 lmow

that, Compensation in this case means that the

welfare then I would h
that it can not be represented by

Y
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guilty party should compensate, And I do feel that we have mn error of interpreting the most
-

unexplainable situation in that time but we didn't do anything which I would gay that
should put us on the guilty side.

Question

You have explained very clearly why Israel should have been suspicéous of thésplane
flying into this territory. That's easy to understand sir, But why the end ofthe sequence
of identification and attﬁntlan;tutgﬁfﬁgatha plane down when you paw it E:i&iﬁﬁ back
across the canal indeed very short space hefore the canal before.sagain.crosses to Egypt
apparently doing mo damage at all the most perhaps some photographs, ofxx why did you then
still insist of bringing this plane down by force?

Auxmzry

Yr, Deyan

When I spoke there the day beof before yesterday, then I tried and I quoted and I repeat

the considerations sbout it. Now ......the people that took the consideration and the decision

are here I don't think it will be fair of me to try to explain why the airforce commander
or the chief of staff ceme to this decision and they are here,
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Mr, Davan

1 suprose our government will do OUXesssssss sssssesss here T can talk only about what we

are going o Dy sod the way that we seeesss I Urink that sist happened here happenad beesuse
of the error of three parties I fmmlcan tell that the way that I feel about it the main

one is the Libyan airway the way that they behaved. The Cairo tower contrel should have behawved
better and something that we couldn't anticipate at the time but now we have to realize that
even such unacceptable happening might happen and did happen.
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Question g
Waen't it possible to give the benefit of the doubt that the possibility ithat it might
have had passengers on board?

m the
Gentlemen, today Ixthimiccixfesixiikexameven if I fedlli like anewering tikmt aquestion

I must refer such questions to people who took the decision at that time,

Question: General Dayan assuming that BEgypt tums down the idea this idea of the red
line in Sinal and Ssesssssccssscsssknoving what you know now if the same thing ie happening
now would you do anything diffumt';

r, Dayan

1 do hope that nothing like this will happen sgain not only because I dkdon't want it tc.
happen again but usually such incidents are not happening twice the same .......] said befire
and I want to repeat 1 we are going to étudy the case and to learn the lesson and draw the
conclusions, So if you allow me to put it in a more respectful way the guestion is not
whether we would do exactly the same incident will occur® . This is not the question.

The question is general appreaach to such poseibilities if I can refer to myself I wouldn't
in the past about anything like that. R Libyan aircraft going from Bgnghaﬂ to Cairo

et oriyuxt ted comd v resdrforr would go there after being signalled and warned for seven
Eianrgfgg and rejecting all the orders that it would be a civilian innocent pmxsmpepassenger
I wouldn't have mmmimagined that before . I do realize now that something like that might
happened and we have to take it into comsideration.

SQuestion
General Ii‘run could you not have used the United Nations existing m::mmimﬁmipratm.

which hooks up with the cwasefire observors and both sides of the lines and even you eould
not use that aystem why couldn't use that system.?

Mr, Davan

h'; can use them probably for something like a camel that would about six months before we

get an answer .

Cuestion
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MINISTER MOSHE DAYAN
PRESS CONFERENCE

24th February, 1973

Ministar Dayan: The Israelis will excuse me €or talking English, and
the foreigners will excuse me for my English.

I want to add two remarks to what I had a chance to say before,
Now that we know more now and we agree that we have more or less a
dear picture of what happened, I feel that I can say that what
happened 1s a disféster, was the outcome of three,three elements of
error.

The first one, the Libyan airplane; the second, the Cairo
tower control; the third, the interpretation of our people of the
events, the happening of that time.

Abgut the Libyan, we have an attitude = I'm not an expert and
I would not pass judgement where one can have such a state and get
that far out of the truth, but I feal right to say that to mistake
Phantoms for Migs and the Egyptian crescent with the green back-
ground for the Israeli Shield of David on blue; the warnings sional
for friendly excercise - this 1s a 1ittle bit too much for an ordinary
human, just mistake. I would call 1t irvesponsibility. That much
1s expected of a Captain, to take more notice when he 1s on duty.

About the Egyptian tower control, I am sure that their motives
were fnnocent, and they lost contact, well, that happens. But in d
way they confirmed to him that he was on Egyptian ground when thay
told him they would give an order for the Egyptian Mig to stop
firing. 7The least that I would have expected of them would have
been: "Wait a minute. Something might be wrong", and not to assure
him: “All right, you can go on, we shall take care of it."

Without trying to underestimate the error of judgement of our
people at the time, I want to say that to expect an airplane going
from Bengazi to Cairo to get to the distant eastern side of the Suez
Canal and to expett him to take our Phantoms for Migs, and our signals
for friendly wavings - one should have more imagination, much more
imagination than I think that one can rightly ask or expect not only




v
any pilot, but just ordinary, intalligent human beings.

Now all this very, very Pioretful incident 1s a fact, and
I feel that all of us have to Jéarm our lesson and draw conclusfons.
I say "all of us" and I mean the Libyan airiine, the Egyptian tower
conérol and ourselves. We should g0 into it, and should draw our
- Jessons about 1¢. I know that frankly, there is interest al
around the world sbout it; any qualified international body will
get ald the informatfon at our disposal, and wi1) answer all the
questions and give them everything we have, whether 1t s instruments,
the tape-recording, informatien - and thay will be free to go around,
- to talk, to see, to find out for themselves everything.

Whather 1t 1s Alr France or the Libyan airays, thefr
representativa, the Pilots: Assocfation, the Red Cross - gvery
intarnational or qualifjed party involved in this incident, who
would feal 11ke going into it, will be walcome and get our cp-operation,
in order to get to the bottom of the fncident and to find out all the
facts about 1t.

Moreover, I am quite sure that 1f eny agresment, rules, regulations,
procedures will be agreed upon internationally about the attituds
in such cases, that s to say, on the battlefield at a time ofwar -
whataver rules and regulations will be accepted internationally, wa
shall accept them,iuplement them and carry them cut. 1 wouldn’t
welcone advice Just how we should behave and the others not, but
anything accepted by everybody on similar circumstances will be
accepted, honoured and implemented by us. g

Moreover, I think that practically what could have saved and
prevented such an incident - and wa have to think ebout 1t fér the
future - 1f some kind of a red 1ine for emargency cases between us
and our nefghbours, and 17 thay are ready for that, T am sure that
wa will accept 1t willingly. Supposing wa have soma kind of
emergency communication between us and our nefghbours and thay would
have reported to us that an unreported afrplane 1s wissing 1n this
area, ve would have saved this airplans. As a mtter of fact, some
more than 20 years ago when I was the Commandar of Jarusalem, at that
time the Arab Legfon Commandar of Arab Jerusalem, Genaral Abdullah







