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LORD WIEDENFELD’S SPEECH

Mr. chairman, friends,

I feel both honored and awed to be asked literally to fly into what I
know to be a structured and expert debate, and only hope that I can add
something useful rather than redundant. In the common parlance of
practically every language there 1is an expression for a sense of
superfluousness: ‘carrying coals to Newcastle’ in English; ‘bringing owls to
Athens’ in German; ‘importing thieves to Naples’ in Italian; and, I presume
one might add, ’foreign armchair advisers on Hasbara to Jerusalem’ - or in
this case ‘to Geneva.’ Still, I would like to share some thoughts about the
impact on Israel of, and Israel’s possible reaction to, the momentous
turning point of history through which we are passing, and do so as briefly
as possible and under four headings:

1. The changes in the macropolitical environment

2. Some ideas on the substance of a new Israeli case, culminating in the

need for a new vision.

3. A vord on form and presentation

4. A view of priorities. .

George Trevelyan once said that people who live through a turning point
of history are often the last to know how and vhither history really turns
If we are to believe supporters of the trendy school of ’endism’, we are at
the close of a bicentennial cycle which started with the French Revolution
and ends with the Bolshevik dissolution. The more conventional pragmatists
say that the age of ideology having expired, we can now return to the
classical rules of power politics, balancing, weighing and measuring each
event in the light of the self-interest of each power bloc. But I am sure we
are all agreed on these new realities:

1. The adversarial position of the US and the Soviet Union is dramatically
lessening in intensity.

2. A multi-polar world is emerging

3. Europe is rising in importance.

4. The German question lies athwart and possibly impedes, or changes the
pace of European integration.

5. The most ominous question-mark hanging over the horizon is the course and
nature of the disintegration of the Soviet empire and its consequences
for the rest of the world.

The Middle East, especially the Arab/Jewish conflict, in the eyes of .
the big players, is avowedly down-graded and takes a second, if not third or
fourth place after Eastern Europe, Central America and possible some fresh
inflammations in the Islamic world. Russia and Europe have their hands full.
As for America, the mid-term elections in 1990, it would seem, will preoccu-
py Vashington sufficiently not to get too heavy’ with the parties in the
Palestine issue. How to use this 1lull to good purpose, vwhile taking
advantage of the momentous events in Central and Eastern Europe is, of
course, the challenge which must concern us all. And this brings me to the
substance of our case. I am [avare of the] limitations: we have to discuss
policies suitable for a coalition government in Israel and therefore eschew
clear-cut peace proposals. Yet we can say with a clear conscience that the
Shamir plan for elections, plus some acceptable modifications proposed by
Mubarak and Baker, is ‘the only game in town’ and we must build on 1it. But
our great drawback is the inability to give the world a vision of the
ultimate desirable solution.

At a time when there is a yearning for ‘ultimate solution,’ whether
they be the vision of European integration, the future of the alliances, the
unity of Germany, or a common European house; when there is a longing for
finiteness, for settlement, Israel is seen invariably as the party that
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stalls and drags its feet, the party that has no ultimate vision. We must be
seen to be, on the contrary, the party that has a vision of lasting peace in
the region which was once the British mandate of Palestine, and come out
with a concept, an all-embracing solution which catches the imagination of
the world at large and of Europeans in particular. Never mind if this vision
appears fantastic and unreal at this moment; never mind if our vision of the
path to peace is studded with road-blocks: it is the vision which attracts,
and if we enunciate it loud and clear we will achieve both long-term strate-
gic and short-term tactical benefits. In terms of Israel’s domestic policies
nobody can really complain if we say that whereas we will never counte-
nance a free-standing Palestinian state, and refuse to coexist, eyeball to
eyeball, with a hostile neighbor, who is militarily, economically and
politically unstable and unviable, we can safely say that we aspire to a
settlement which would afford the necessary scale to deal with each and
every problem symmetrically. We should say clearly that beyond the Shamir
plan for elections and a provisional period of self-administration we want a
peace initiative that deals concurrently and not successively with economic ‘
security and political settlement of Greater Palestine, including Jordan,
the West Bank, Gaza and the Israeli heartland; that there is no wultimate
solution in a bilateral agreement with the West Bank and Gaza Arabs, and
that we need the scale of the larger area to arrive at a lasting peace. Ve
must explain that a common market and open borders and bridges, covering
Israel, the West Bank, Gaza and Jordan, will give the region a chance to
fulfill itself and enrich the life of its citizens. The mere fact that an
Arab from Nablus who visits his relations in Gaza; a pilgrim from Amman who
wishes to pray at the Al Alhar mosque in Jerusalem; a fleet of trucks going
from Jericho to Haifa or Jaffa, must incessantly and freely pass through
Israeli territory, by night and day, gives Israel the right to security and
traffic control - a euphemism for military control - on Arab soil in the
West Bank and Gaza. It is surely safe to say that there must be two
political sovereign entities in what was the British Mandate of Palestine.
If we can create a common market and solve the security problem based on
reciprocal concessions that is to say, unlimited access in exchange for
security control - the whole problem of political sovereignty will tend to
erode - witness Europe - and the question of putting the accent on how much
or how little sovereignty the Arabs in the West Bank will be allowed
depends, of course, on which government will be in place in Jerusalem during
the next ten years. But there is a common denominator in favor of saying,
even now, that nothing short of a regional solution is acceptable, and that
equally no free-standing Palestinian mini-state on the West Bank is
acceptable.

So far we have been saying that we are prepared to sit down with the
Palestinian representatives and discuss the future without preconditions. I
am not so sure whether we should not change this hitherto axiomatic line and
say that we have two preconditions: outright annexation on the one hand and
a free-standing Palestinian mini-state on the other. But we will discuss
everything else and even more specifically we will mainly discuss all-
inclusive peace for the region.

We should start concentrating in a most visible and credible way on
producing models for post-peace development. We should be seen to be the
people who have a pretty clear idea about how the region could be
prosperous, indeed rich, and how every human being 1living in this region
could have a bright and happy future. We should have clear views and plans
on ecology, education, health and economic development, and” build a
veritable library of post-peace re-construction plans. If we are accused of
unreal utopianism we can surely point to Jean Monet, who, at the height of
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World Var II was assembling working parties of economists, diplomats and
opinion formers at little dinner parties of eight or ten in London and
Vashington and laying before them the detailed plans for the Iron and Coal
Community, leading to a common market and ultimately to political union. Had
you scanned the front pages of the London or New York times on the days when
he held forth his views you would have read that the Germans were still in
Stalingrad, the French Maquis slaughtered by the SS and the first news of
the gas ovens of Auschvitz reaching the incredulous Vestern capitals. And
yet there he was, Jean Monet, predicting, to put it in his wvords, that
Europe would unite, as surely as night follows day, and that that unity
would be centered around the enduring friendship of France and Germany. This
is the stuff to warm European and American hearts and it should be
consistently, passionately and convincingly put forward by the leaders of
Israel. Ve should be advocates of a regional solution, however difficult to
achieve; we should be the advocates of a meaningful regional settlement and
disseminate and orchestrate this message with overvhelming fervor rather
than let it shine through sporadically. This strategic approach has
innumerable tactical advantages, for it puts the main onus on the Arab side.
And they would have to do the real delivering not Israel. It would mean
getting the king of Jordan back into play and it would mean getting the
Arabs to agree that there cannot be three states in Greater Palestine. For
every conceivable reason - economic, political and military - we must
explain to the world how important it is to have one address to which Israel
can turn in the event of disagreement, conflict, transgression.

Scale is the answer to most problems, for it gives great opportunities
for symmetrical solutions, including the West Bank Jewish settlements. We
must explain to the world the danger of a mini-Lebanon emerging through a
free-standing Palestinian state. If we launch this regional peace plan as
the ultimate stage, preceded by elections and a limited period of self-
administration on the VWest Bank and Gaza, we take the wind out of the sails
of the doubters and detractors who think that behind the open-endedness of
the current Israeli notions of a peace process lies either annexation or,
vorse, transfer of population, mass implantation of Soviet Jews etc. I
assure you that I have tried this idea on many sophisticated audiences in
Britain, Europe, and America and found invariable positive, indeed sometimes
enthusiastic responses.

The Arabs have, of course, launched seemingly similar balloons d’essai,
but they were essentially based on the assumption that Arafat’s Vest Bank
and Gaza state would rank as the equal sovereign third, and we have to prove
that there is only room for two and not three centers, hence the code-word,
Benelus solution, is misleading. We may have to fudge the issue of
sovereignty, but it can be done.

Europe is at the moment responsive to broad, visionary concepts. The
notion of self-determination has become a scared cow as we now watch the
rise of nationalism all over the Central and Eastern Europe. It is here that
ve have to be alert and nimble in explaining that no other group of people
have benefited more from the right of self-determination than the Arabs,
who, in two successive world wars have graduated from total colonial
dependency to twenty-odd sovereign states with seats at the United Nations.
Ve must underscore the totally different outlook of the Arab political
leadership from that of Europe. As David Pryce-Jones, in his book @The
Closed Circle,@ has put it so convincingly: Arabs do not accept aliens, let
alone an alien state in their midst. They have failed to evolve democratic
and representative institutions and their level of political tolerance is
the lowest of any group of peoples in the world. There is hardly a single
Arab state that would qualify for attaining even the most minimal standards
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of democracy, human rights, respect for its neighbors; none has attained che
standard of eligibility required from new aspirants to membership of the
inner or even outer circle of the European Community.

The threat of fundamentalism must be more dramatically expressed in
Israel’s information campaigns. The constant violation of human rights must
be more graphically brought out. The notion that Intifada equals infanticide
by remote control has not yet fully been perceived by the world. It is
astonishing how little even Israel’s supporters abroad understand about the
nature of the Intifada. When a senior Israeli Minister the other day came to
luncheon with a group of Anglo/Jewish leaders he amazed them by explaining
how young children are being goaded to risk their 1lives by an organized
leadership, and how little some parents seem to care. He amazed them by
describing the degree of danger to Israeli soldiers on patrol in dark
alleys. I think we must be much less defensive and much more robust in
describing the nature of this has in the Arab/Israeli war. Equally, the
extent of violence, murder and blackmail that peaceful Arabs - probably the
silent majority - have to endure has to be much more dramatically presented.

And, last but not least, the emergence of intransigent forces, such as HAMAS .
and Hizbullah, must be described and interpreted as factors that make it
even more important to be watchful and wary about quick fixes in the area.

If these are some ideas about the substance of our case and its
surrounding arguments I should like to address myself to what I perceive to
be the immediate priorities. If it is true that the U.S. no longer sees the
Soviets as a real threat to their visceral interests in the Middle East, the
usefulness of Israel as a strategic asset may undergo a fresh evaluation. Of
course she is still a convenient ally and resource of facilities for the
U.S. Navy and intelligence in the Mediterranean, but there are severe limits
to Israel’s future usefulness. Now we have to turn our gaze more intently
upon Europe, both the European community and the emergent semi-democracies
in the east, and not leave the field to our opponents. Israel is a factor in
the Mediterranean and should insert herself into the dialogue which Italy’s
Foreign Minister, Dr. Michaelis, is sponsoring, so that it does not remain a
European/Arab dialogue. Israel has obviously a new challenge in the
transformation of Central and Eastern Europe, but we should turn our gaze
most intently upon the European Community.

We must look forward and not be blinkered by the experiences of the
past. This means making important decisions and overcoming deep, indeed
traumatic inhibitions. I am referring first of all to the question of
Germany and the issue of re-unification. In brutal frankness, we must
abandon our schizophrenic policy of accepting Germany on the one hand,
relying on her help and recongizing that, after the United States, the
Federal Republic is probably our best friend in the western camp, while at
the same time condemning the idea of German unity a priori and making common
cause with its severest critics, with the prenatal foes of a movement which
I happen to believe will inexorably lead to the fusion of the two Gernman
states sooner rather than later. I was appalled by an article in last week’s

Speigel entitled "Ein Volk, ein Reich, ein Fuhrer", in which it was
claimed that world Jewry, the Government of Israel, and the Israeli press,
had come out unanimously and stridently against the notion of a wunited
Germany. Bluntly, this is very dangerous. German re-unification is
inevitable. East Germany has no historic justification nor economic and
political raison d’etre. At any rate its record vis a vis the Jewish State
and our people is abysmal. Would we not be better off if, say, at the close
of the 20th century, that second German state became suffused and integrated
into a federal Germany, animated by the spirit of Adenauer, Heuss, Brandt
and Weizaecker, rather than having two German states where public opinion
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would hold a grudge against those who thwarted their fusion, accusing the
Jews of being in the vanguard of a policy of artificial separation - or,
worse still, what if unity were to be achieved by raucous, table-thumping,
extreme nationalists, cast in a neo-Hitlerian mold?

Let me here say that nothing is more important than to support the
moderate German leadership of today, to pre-empt a change for the worse. To
talk of the danger of a Fourth Reich is nonsense, but a Fourth Reich could
be a self-fulfilling prophecy if the German people were forcibly prevented
from ultimately uniting into one state. Had, after World War I, Britain,
France and the United States shown a fraction of the compassion and
understanding to such men as Rathenau, Streemann or Breuning which they
shovered and lavished upon Papen, Hitler and Ribbentrop in my humble view
there would not have been a Third Reich, a Second World VWar, or a Holocaust.
I go further than that; if the Jewish State and the Jewish people as a
cohesive community is to survive safely into the middle of the twenty-first
century we must build bridges, repair and maintain existing relations, and
create nev friendships wherever we an, because we have formidable foes:
militant Islam, re-emergent pestiferous enmities, callous indifference and
confusion and disunity in our own ranks. ‘

Let us not forget: the western allies nearly lost the second world war
through the Maginot mentality, the exclusive preoccupation with past models
at the expense of new dangers. The Holocaust must cease to be the dominating
factor in relations with the Gentile and especially the German world.
Recalling the words of President Weizsaecker’s speech in May 1985: while not
forgetting the horrible legacy we must not burden the younger and coming
generations of Germans; we must take them in trust.

And all that applies also to the Catholic church. The peaceful solution
of the issue of the Carmelite nuns at Auschwitz is a classic example of how
ultimately moderation pays. The Catholic church is a pluralist body, almost
more pluralistic than world Jewry, and that is saying a great deal. If self-
styled spokesmen of world Jewry, sitting in Manhattan, threaten bans and
boycotts of the Pope or any dialogue with Roman churchmen and are doing so
from the relative imp-unity of Park Avenue office blocks, they do a
disservice to the Jewish people and to the interests of the State of Israel,
by retarding or indeed removing prospects of reconciliation.

Germany is also a key to our future relations with Eastern Europe. The

Germans will play a paramount part in Poland, in Czechoslovakia, in Hungary.
They can serve as friends and associates in the economic development of ‘
those areas by using the resources of Israel and the good will of the Jewish
world at large in consortial projects. In intellectual and cultural spheres
they can help us combat anti-Semitism and racism. I have had serious
conversations of this kind with German leaders.

Israel’s relations with the new, re-emergent semi-democracies or
democracies of Eastern Europe is, of course, a very important and complex
problem but once again it is not all black and vhite and we must not over-
react in either direction. I have close relations with the intellectual
leadership of Solidarnosc: there is good will there but we must build on it.
It does not help if the Israeli Government makes generic statements which,
vhile supported by historical experience do not contribute to diplomatic
good will. In Czechoslovakia we have possibly the greatest prospect of a
genuine friendly relationship because the spirit of Tomas G. Masaryk might
well permeate the ethos of the Third Czechoslovakian, Republic. Hungary,
with its large Jewish minority, offers great scope for creative and
constructive political work.

But we Jews in general and Israel in particular must realize that
wherever we look in this world are pluralist forces and we must not
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generalize and overreact. Every time Cardinal Lustiger or Willebrands
praises the Jew as an elder brother of the Church, we must not swoon; and
every time Cardinal Ratzinger says: "The only good Jew is a baptized Jew,"
we must not shiver. Outbreaks of anti-Semitism must be viewed with cold eyes
and seen in context and perspective. We have friends and foes everywhere and
just have to work damned hard to seek new allies and to neutralize
opponents. .

I believe, as an active Zionist, that more statesmanship in Israel, a
wider vision of the world in Jerusalem, is essential and that Jerusalem
should more and more be seen to speak for world Jewish interests and not
leave it to the dilettante. There will be less need for this than ever as
more countries in Eastern Europe an din the third world reforge their
diplomatic links with the Jewish State. It is that State alone which should
be seen to be the residuary legatee of the Jewish past and the spokesman for
the Jewish future, and men and women of influence in the Jewish world abroad
should be harnessed into the battles to come, but they must be orchestrated
from Jerusalem. '

I know you are well aware of the need for the emergent democratic
states in the Soviet sphere and Europe. It is essential that the PLO does
not pre-empt our position by facile comparisons of their own struggle for
political self-expression or even statehood with those of the new liberation
movements of Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Bulgaria. It is essential
to show that it is not in Jerusalem where repression and reaction holds
sway, but that it is in Baghdad, Damascus and Tehran where tyrants hold
subject peoples in thraldom, and where, instead of the rule of law, there is
the reign of the rack and the turnscrew; that political freedom of
expression is virtually unknown in most of the Arab world.

And just a few word on the question of tone and presentation: If I may
be frank, I have watched and listened to Israeli leaders presenting their
case in America, in England and on the Continent, and while the intellectual
level, the force of argument, the marshaling of facts, are invariably
admirable, the tone is too shrill, too somber and too abrasive. It springs
from a siege mentality, from a sense of isolation. I would recommend anybody
presenting the case against our Arab foes to go back to their shelf of
classics and reread the funeral oration in Shakespeare’s incomparable drama
Julius Ceasar. It starts with Mark Anthony applauding Brutus as an honorable
man and ends by reviling him as a callous murderer, with the result that the
audience is in a mood to lynch him. That is good propaganda! And let me end
with two quotes which never fail to move our Gentile neighbors: Dr.
Weizmann, when addressing a Royal Commission, described the Jewish/Arab
conflict as not being a clash of right and wrong, but of two rights and two
wrongs; yet, he added, after a suitable pause, ours is the much smaller
wrong. and Field Marshal Smuts, in a lecture to a secret conclave of war
leaders said: "The best and most effective presentation of a political case
is one presented in a relaxed mood, in sorrow rather than in anger, and with
the firm, inner conviction that one’s cause 1is both truthful and
irresistibly admirable.
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POLITIQUES DU « NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR »

JERVE ALGALARRONDO ET LES SERVICES

EN HAUSSE

ur Fabius

s"de s’exprimer sur l'affaire du
petit déjeuner des « éléphants » du
atignon. Motif : le président de
plore que cette réunion hebdoma-
tére confidentiel »,a cause d’échos
esse. Au cours de ce méme petit
janco, qui représente I'Elysee, a
4e mettre fin a leurs déclarations
4

jeuner manqueé

r,député PR du Pas-de-Calais : « 11
es betises que de les réparer. » Cet

Tony Dreyfus
TonyDreyfus,secrétaire
d’Etatauprés du Premier
ministre,a pris I'initiative de
réunir les principaux
coopérateurs et mutualistes

rd’hui proche de Léotard, voudrait européens menaces parle

mes. Aussia-t-il essaye d’organiser Gur:gg n’:ﬁ’]‘;‘l‘;’s‘;‘;‘v"ﬁég%
- N . .. S S
éte entre 'ancien président de la fiscaux et lesmettreen

nt du Parti républicain. Réponse de

concurrenceavec les
compagnies capitalistes. I1a
obtenu la participation de
Frangois Mitterrand, Michel
Rocard, Jacques Delorset
Enrique Baron, le president
du Parlement europeen.

Béatrice Adjagearegule
prix Ondas a Barcelone, pour
sachronique « Mea Culpa»
surRTL.Elleacree
|'évéenement enobtenantdes
hommes politiques qu’ils
abandonnent lalangue d¢
bois.

Frangois Furetestle
premier laurcatdu grand prix
Montblancdela
Bibliotheque nationale pour
I’ensemble de son ceuvre.

Jean-Pierre Elkabbacha
gagn¢son pari : enprenant
deux invitesaulieud'un
chaque matin, il afait
d'Europe 1 unrendez-vous
obligatoire de 'informaton.

/
/

Sacha Distel

avec Sacha

4u a 'ambassade d’'URSS vendredi
aduire les dedicaces d’une photo que
Raissa et Mikhail Gorbatchev. Le
[ eNVOYE au NUMETO Un sovictique et
chanson, qu'il leur a dedice. « Notre

‘m- », a ecrit Mikhail Gorbatchev sur

v
£
qa
o
e -
n

Jean-Pierre Elkabbach \

\ N\

TIES @ Charles Aznavour est inquiet : les
nanitaires ’ont prévenu qu’une partie des som-
ss e tremblement deterreen Arménieavaitservi
nes © Bernard Tapic assure qu’il introduira
lésquclesclubsdcfooxballpnurrontdcvcnir des
es ® André Santini, ex-ministre delegue ala
quc Giscard, pour se concilier Méhaignerie et

. ey e e e A ’ITDE; @

Jean-Pierre

Jonnette : les chasseurs alpins vont étre remplaces par un centre 3
d’entrainement de commandos @ Lestaffrocardienquise réunit

tous les jeudis matin boulevard Saint-Germain procéde a des
auditionsdeministres : Jacques Chéréqueaouvertleba
Antoine Riboud qui a proposé a Rostropovi
Berlin. Le violoncellisteadonc
el du patron de BSN pour jouer devant le Mur.

R

RPR :montéedes “orthodoxes”

La composition du bureau politique provisoire du RPR,qui
se réunit toutes les deux semaines depuis un mois, traduitun 3
retour en force des « orthodoxes » au sein du mouvement
gaulliste. Reduite a dix membres, cette instance ne com- {3
prend qu’un seul « rénovateur » Philippe Séguin, qui met 4
ainsi un terme a une longue bouderie. Noir, Carignon et les
proches de Juppé, qui formaient la majorite du défunt .
comité d’orientation politique, ont eté écartes. Pasqua et
Pons peuvent en revanche compter sur le soutien de 3
Kaspereit, Romani et Josselin de Rohan. La composition de
ce bureau politique scelle 'armistice signé entre Chirac et §
Pasqua. aprés les escarmouches des mois derniers.

Pasqua ses conditions ]
Autre signe de 'emprise croissante de Charles Pasqua sur
le RPR : Alain Juppeé assure que les gaullistes refuseront de 8
participer a I'élaboration d’une plate-forme de gouverne- 3
ment commune a toute 1'opposition tant que I'UDF recu- 4
sera le systéme des primaires pour la présidentielle. Pasqua 2
a fait de la prise en charge de son idée de primaires par la 3

direction du RPR la condition de sa rentree dans le rang.

Fausses factures : avant Noéi |
Pierre Culié, le juge d’instruction charge de V'affaire des

fausses factures de la SAE, devrait rendre ses conclusionsau

parquet aux alentours du 20 décembre. 11 pourrait ensuite . SSY L( ;
stre nommé, au début de I'année prochaine, premier 5 CNVO] |
president de la cour d’appel d’Aix-en-Provence ou de ; dll > \ ol

Versailles.

0

Non aux réfugiés de PEst i
Depuis un mois, la France n’accorde plus le droit d’asile
politique aux Hongrois, leur pays étant devenu democrati-
que. La méme regle pourrait bientot s’appliquer aux
Pglonais et aux Allemands de I'Est.

Théo Klein sermonne Rabbin ™ °
A lademande de Mgr Decourtray, TheoKlein vientd'ecrire
a Ttzhak Rabbin pour intercéder en faveur des habitants
d’une commune palestinienne proche de | ¢rusalem. A80 %
chrétiens, les habitants de Beit Sahour observentune greve
des impots. Reprochant au ministre israclien de la Defense
de « s enfermer dans la répression », I'ancien president du
CRIF écrit notamment : « Questlerespect de "’homme dans
son identité et sa dignite 2 Nest-ce pas notre dignite qui se
perd dans de vains combats ou nous semons la mort sans
capacité de comprendre I'autre et de surmonter nos reflexes
de pouvoir 2 » ]

grande ¢
des nou
s Par Jear
EThieny
Francois
Jean-Cl;
Jacques
Jean-Pa

Chevenement valaisseruneactivite militaire a Barce-

1. @ Clest
tch de ’emmener @
faitle voyage dans’avion person-
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