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Summary (23.4.72)

Rabbi Solomon Gaon is pleading with the P.M. that

an investigation be promptly made regarding the

question of compensation for property expropriated

from the Sephardi Council whe is doing Important

work in reviving anclient centres of learning in Jewish
Quarter, providing rabbanim and dayanim for the Diaspora.
The money is needed to go on with this work. He says
that he persuaded members of the Council not to implement
their threat of abandoning these academies to "spread
their protest against [sraeli authorities throughout
Tefutzot". M.Amon's letter of 2 May 1972, promising .
on P.M.'s behalf that the "gquestion would find

a solution to the satisfaction of all concerned" leads

him to rely on P.M. to do something in the matter.







Jerusalem, 27 Aprll 1972

0 [ =
L=l nd

Rabbl Ir, Bolomon Gaon,
i, Ashworth Road,

Muplida Vale,

fondon, W.9,

Dear Rabbl Gaon,

The Prime Minlster has asked me to acknowledge
with thenks recejpt of your letter of 14 Rpril 1972,

Mrs. Meir has raad your letter ciosely and given
Instructions to !nvestigate the matier you raised. 23
soon as these (ngquirles are concluded, we shall write
you again.

With the Prime binister's best wishes and
thanks for having written,

Sincerely yours,

Ell Mizrachi
Assistant Director
Prime Minister's Bureau




RﬁBbi Dr.Solomon Gaon,
" 4 ,Ashworth Road,
Maida Vale,
London W .9
at present: King David Hotel,Jerusalem,Lamed, Nisan 5732
l4th April 1972

H.E:

Mrs.Golda Meir,

Prime Minister of [srael,
Hakiriah,

Jerusalem.

Dear Prime Minister,

I happen to be in Jerusalem. In my capacitV of Vice President of the Warld
Sephardi Federation and Patron of the religious academies of the Council of the
Sephardi Community of Jerusalem,it is only natural that I enguired about the wel-
fare of their institutions and inspected them. .

Their work and efforts for the good of Israel and Jewry in general merit every
credit and encouragement for reviving the most ancient and famous academies
of learning in the Jewish Quarter of the Old City. More than one hundred students
acquire knowledge with free board and lodging there. In addition, some twenty
more students from the Tefutzot prepare themselves for service in our communities
abroad in their "Beit Midrash LeRabbanim VeDayanim" which is of great importance
to the entire Sephardi World and Jewry alike.

The leaders of the Sephardi Community complain bitterly of discriminations,
neglect of their rights and expmpriatianr; of property which was theirs for many
centuries past and it has now been transferred to others.

Their claim for compensation to enable them to complete their new buildings
in the Old City, equip them adequately and maintain them has been passed from
one authority to another for the last four years without any solution. .

I must admit that I feel that they may have some good grounds for their
bitterness although I cannot and do not express a final opinion in the matter.

In protest, the Sephardi leaders - all responsible Zionists and Israelis -
intend to leave their centuries old academies in the Jewish Quarter ,where,they say,
they are the amjority of its Jewish residents and propose to spread their protest
against the Israeli authorities throughout the Tefutzot.

Mrs.Prime Minister,I know under what pressure you find yourself at home
and in your relations with the outside world.Therefore it is with a heavy heart
that as a Zionist and a spiritual leader of my Folk that [ appeal to you to order
the matter to be investigated without delay.




At the same time [ insisted with the Sephardi leaders to delay their protests”®
to World Jewry, promising to write to you for an early solution.

I refuse to investigate the matter further, relying absolutely as I do
on the Israeli authorities - though so far they might have shown some neglect -
to settle these differences soon.

[ am strengthened in my assumption after having read Mr. M.Arnon's letter
dated 2nd, May, 1971, declaring on your behalf "that the question would
find a solution to the satisfaction of all concerned". But I must also comply with
the responsibilities incumbent upon me as one of the Sephardi spiritual leaders.

Please accept my apologies for intruding upon your valuable time and with
my most devoted Blessings fer Israel under your guidance,

e LS J =y ~ 4 .

W

Yours wery sincerely,
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