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EXCERPT FROM THE PENTAGON BRIEFING JANURRY 20, 1983

COMMENT MALE_IN REFERENCE TO THE INCIDENT ON THE 17TH BETWEEN THE U.S.
MARINE CONTINGENT OF THE M.N.F. AND "HE I.D.F.: . :

On the 17th of January - late afternoon; an Isracli Patrol attempted

to cross a U.5. Marine checkpoint and inte the M.N.P. area of ogperations,
tu gain access to a village near the Beirut airport., The request for entry
into the M.N.F. are was refused and the patrol departed shortly aftserwards.
The Israelis returned and requested a second time, during this time a U.s.
Marine was nudged by an Israeli jeep withaut any injury. Once again
dcueptance at the M.N.F, force area was denied to the Israelis and they
departed.

THJURY TO YHE MARINE?

I have no precisc details. One way or another he was yrazed by a fender
or somelhing like that. It was obviously not a serious matter, :

MOTIVATION SUKRROUNDING THE INCIDENT 2

I have no knowledge if it was intentional, ther is nothing to indicate .
that. The Marincs it shows didg not take up firing in the area. T suspect
that (the Israelis) motivation in the ares was because they were doing

routine patrols. I think you would have to rcfer that question to the
Israelis.

No, no lebanese were there, I have no details on what kind of villaga
it ig
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STATE DEPARTMENT BREIFING JANUAKY 20, 1983
i JOHN _HUGHES IN RESPONSE T0O QUESTIONS POSED
STATEMENT REGARDING AN INCIDENY BETWFEN THE U.S. MARINE CONTTNGENT OF THE
M.W.F. AND TIE ISRAEL DEFENSE FORCES NEAR THE BEIRUT ALRPORTG .

"Well we are increasingly concerned by recurring attempts by the I.D.P.

Lo enter the area, where the Marine contingent of the M.N.F., is deployed.
Continuing incidents of this kind, incur unnecessary risks for both the
Marincs and the Israeli scldiers involved and violate the sparit of cooperation

required of all parties, if the M.N.F. is to carpry out itg pooce-kaeping
rola successfully. We have been in contact witn the Israelis and are

, impressing on them that such irresponsible incidents cannot rogur.. As

to tho details on the incident we talked about, a jeep nudging a Marine; I
think that the Pentagon might have a resd-out. I'm afraid our information
is no better and probably not as good as the Pontagon."

We have been in touch with the Israelis and the language offured here
indicates our concern, Certainly we cxpuessed that concern to them,

I think there was a little flury of incidenta, four altogether; two

and then a second pair of incidents. We had gome diacussion with tha
Israelis ar that time, We "eercainly hope that this will be tha

last dincidcocnt." In reference to an induiry on possible Israeli mtivatiﬂm.
flughes responded accordingly;'No, I don'l have any idea of motivation'

Hughes refrained from further elaboration as to the type and level of discu= .
seions beiny carried out with the Israclis and indicated that Habib was
not Involved.

COMMENT Ti FEFPFRENCE TO AMERICAN POSITICN ON CONTINUED ISRAELI PRESENCE
TN M-LE:L_:: OF BEOUTH LEBANON OR A U.S. AN LGN

I dun't have anything more on troop movement from yesterday. T don't want to
mislead you that the presence of U.S. troops has been injected into

the negotialicns yat, Obvicusly as we have said, we (share) Tsraels

Concerus ahout security in South Lebanon, but how the security can be
quardanteed 15 obviously a matter for Lebanon and the Israelis of course

our own involvement in the tri-partate talks, and to discuss,....I'm

afraid we're not going to get much beyond that.

RESPONSE IN REFERENCE TO AN YNQUIRY IF TUE ISRAELIS OR THE EGYPTIANS HAVE
AFFROFCHED WHE 11,5. RECARDING 'I'ABA:

I don't knoW the answer to that.
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RESPONSE REGARDING A QUESTION If THE AMERICANS HAVE CONTACTED EITHER

PARTY: '

I can't answer that question either.

COMMENT IN REMEHENCE TO AN INQUIRY AS TO THE SIGNIFICINCE OF THE ALIFGED

SECRET TAL¥S BRETWEEEN LEBANON AND ISRAEL AND THE SUBSEOUENT COMMITTEES

SET_UP:

I don't know, there have besn a nunber of committeses set up. .
" REST'ONSE 1N HEFERENCE TO THE CONCILIATORY STATEMENTS MADE BY IRAQ'S KING

HUSSEIN ON ISRAELS SECURITY AND ISHAELS S'F’F-"_i_:{: 'E'".al Ir': :'N":.f“ TO THIS*

No, I'm porry I don't. :
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STATE DEPARTMENT BRIEFING JANUARY 19, 1981

JOHN NMUGHES IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS PUSED:

COMMENT IN RETERENCE TO REPORTS THAT AMRASSADOR HABIB IS ADVOCATING
IN THE TALKS THAT THE U.S. WILL MANN ~- EARLY WARNING STATIONS AS PART
OF THE WITHDRAWAL ARRANGEMENT:

Noe. Aa 1 have consistently sald, we cannot get into datails of the.
negatiations involved. As wehave consistently said until there is a plan
for withdrawal of PLO Syrian and Isracli forces any change in the mandate
of the MNF will remain academic or hypothetical in naturs.

COMMENT IN HEFERENCE TO STATEMENTS MADE BY SHAMIR WHICH ALLEGEDLY
INSLSTED TUAT ISRAELI WITHDRWAL REMAIN LAST ON TAE LIST OF TOPICS
T0D DIS'.".'TER_.E_(E THE AGENDA, ONLY AFTER ALL THE OTHER POINTS HAVE EEEM

e g Aw W

RESOLVED:

Again, T know it is frustrating for you, however, I am not able

to get into details on the negotiations, The tri-partate commission
will mest again as scheduled tommorow to move into tho next phase

of disousrinne. Ambassador Habib and Draper arce bolh in Israel today,

INQUIRY O WHETHER THE WITHDHAWAL OF FUREICR FORCES FROM LEBANON REMATES
THE U.S.'S MAIN OBJECTIVE:

"Surely". "and of great urgency.”

COMMENT IN REFERENCE TO AN TNCTDENT ALLUDED O YESTEPDAY BETWEEN AMERICAN
MARINES AND ISRAELI SOLDIERS:

“We huve been in contact with Israel with the view to avoiding problems
in the area of operation of the U.S. Marines contingent of the MNF. We're
confidept that Israel wishes to avoid any difficulties, just as we do."

PURSTTION AS TO THE CONFIRMATICN BY TASS OF THE DEPLOYMENT OF SA-5
MISSILES IN SYKIA:

No. T think we will stand on the lanjyuage used yesterday.

INQUIRY AS TO THE PURPOSE OF AMEASSADOR DRAPER'S MEETINGS WITH MOMDERS
OF THE COALITION FROM DIFFERENT PARTIES, ACCURDING TO SOME PRESS EE:CETS:

Mo, den't know I'm not aware of them,

T —— . B A — ot | e B




A 0= IO A TN - NI M77ae
071070 1IN0, Fe L 9T

veesnesns?2INV2 27D 1R
e Ly
cessessss 0"TT 77IKD

. e "EON P
cave U T...7120 DD -

HABIE:

Mo, He hasn't been in pamascus on this round, T don't think he has any imrediate
palns teo go tou Damascus.
IN THE

COMMENT IN REPERENCE TO HEPORTS THAT NUSSEIN HAS AGREED T0 PARTICIPATE .
PEACE PROCESS AND THE U.G6. HAS A DATE FOR THIS ANNGINCEMENT:

——

A data for King fussein's entry into the peace process® No, we are Btill
waiting as you know, we have made, the Presid

that, and King Huasain has bealn consulting
Middle Fast and we await the cutcome on thi

drent has made his pogition clear om
i a numbér of leaders in the

for a return viait,

REFERENCE TO A COMMEMNT BY SN
ISTRATION SHOULD TAKE A STRONGEPR ST

No, I believe our position on settlements in the West Pank is clear.
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STATE DEPARTMENT BRIEFING JANUARY 18, 1983

JOIN_ NUCHES IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS POSED:

INQULRY IN REFERENCE TO STATEMENTS MADE BY FORMER PRESIDENTS CANTER,

AND FORD THAT ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS ARE AN OBSTACLE T0 PEACE IN THE MIDDLE
FAST. FURTHER, HOW DOES TIIIS COMPARE WITH PRESIDENT REAGAN'S ADMINISTRATION'S
STAND M THE [SSUE OF ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS:

"wall former Presidents Carter and Ford have Locused rightly on Israell . 3
gettlements. That's the problem that President Reagan has identified as

an obstacle to peace. President keagan called for » freeze on such activity,

in his Septomber 1 infitiative. Israel's long term security can only be

assured Llirouhg real peace and real peave can only Ba adhieved through a
negotiated excvahnge for occupied Arab territory! Our government has said on a
pumber of vccasions that the settloment activity damages Lhe chances for peaca,

CLARIFICATION AS IO THE STATEMENTS OF CARTER AND FORD WHICH OSTENSIBLY
STATRES THAT SETTLEMENTS ARE THE ODSTACLLE?

I think I said a - an obstacle.

ISSIM_OF LEGALITY OR ILLEGALITY OF THE SETTLEMENIG?

The Prosident has used the langusge on a number of vccasions that the
settlements are unhelpful and an obstacle to the peace process. I don't think
a8 I may that we are addressing that specific question of legality or
illegality which is probably complex..we oimply.. I don't think there can
any doubt about this administration's wiewpoint; on the settlements ard bb
its view of Lhe degree of unhelpfulness that they ropresent. They ars an
abstacle to the peace procesas. We have repeatedly affirmed that, The
President made his position clear on September 1sl, and repsatedly since
then. I Baven't seen the full text of the ariicle. Well, T don't think we

can speak for Terael, one has to ask them. The President’'s position

iz clear and has been amplified on many occasions. I don't think we should
atlemot to intorpret Israpli decigions, motivations, or intentions.

TNQUIRY IN REFERENCE TO THE LEBANON - TSHABL TAIXS OF MIXED SIGNALS
BEING AMPLIFIED - U.S. POSITION ON THE SUM OF THESE TALKS,

T don't think we are going to get inteo any morce detail about the substance
on those tri-partate discussions. The discussions will resume on Thurzsday
ag you know after each session a full communigue is issued on the substance
of discussions., I don't think we are going to pursue the question of the
agenda how Lhey come up with various itens, which ultimate resolution

will be. As you know Habib is in Isracl and Ambassador Draper alsa. Habib
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ig working to accelarate the movement out of Lebanon. Ambassador
Draper ls the American representative in the tri-partate talks,
I think I @111 leave it at that.

INOUIRY REGABDING U.S. CONCERN WITH THT TNTRODUCTION OF THE S.A, 5's
INTO SYRIA:

T think obviously ari previously we have indivated our concern
and we have expressed that concern to the government's involved.
We have reason to believe that these missiles are being deployed
in 8yria. T can't get into details. But as T've said we've raised
our concerns with the various governments involved,

IS5 THE SOVIET UNION ONE OF THESE COUMTRIES?

I think vou can be assured that the Soviet Union is aware of our
CONCerns,

1 can't give you tho time-table of whet is taking place and what toaok s
place. I believe that I will stand on the language being used..

PLANS FOR UABTE TO DAMASCUS?

No plans that I am aware of.

I cannot give you any more information at the moment. T'm awara that

in two areas information is less forthcoming 1) Intelligence, 3)Diplomacy,
bWhether we have given advise to Israel on this matter, I cannot answer
you on that, being that it is intelligence related. We have expressed our
concern as I have stated before to the various governments, obwviously

we will not yet into the communication with Tsrael or other governments
in detailsg,

CLARIFICATION/DEFINITION OF THE TERM “CONCERN"?

"Meaning we don't like them"

Paraphrusiny Romberyg I would say that they are not conducive to the perace
in the 1eqgion. The entry of a new weapon into that country is clearly
not in the interest of peace in the region in our opinion.

I think ilLs obvious that we prefer that they not be there.

Idun't think there is a contradiction. As T gay I am not going to
get into the agenda; how the talks proceed or ullimate resnlutions
on various issues.

T
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I think "you would be on the wrong track", if you thought there was any
less urgency about discussion of troop withdrawal.” I don't think there
is any Jess urgency for desire to get a troop withdrawal plan. An hour
-by hour guestion of what when and where the pull buck will be. Certainly
the withdrawal of a FLO forces is an object that w= have.
INQUIRY AS TO REPORTS OF A PROPOSAL OF ISRAEL'S TO SHARE THE WEST BANK
WITH JOHDAMN: .
No I den'c.
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0. PReports from Jordan said th;h some fArerican official
told King Hussein that the U.S. would be ready to act to
shortaen the transiticn pericd on r‘ﬁ wesat bank. which as
we know according to Camp David should be five years.
A. WVe're interested in beginning negotiations as soon as
possible to establish a transitional regime which is called
for in the Camp David Framework.
Once enqgagaed, those neaotiations should not take varv long,
given the previous three years of ncgotiations thereafter,
the talks on final status and }-n:v are to begin as soon as
p0bvhylc...1n any event, no late han thrée vears. The sooner
the bhetter, in our view.
- af il . :
The transition neriocd is set at five years; 1In the camp david
framework. BHowever, 1f a final peace agreceient were achisved
before that period expired, the rarties might decide to impleman

it sooner.

0. WwWould you recommend =-- or has the H‘F.'uzid t’llﬂjfdﬂn that
iE's rni1ﬂ!!ﬂ act in order to acoelerate or to shorten the
transition period 2.
A, (a) in terms of what we have said or nol :ﬁl! I'm not
going to go into the substance of our discussion
(B} in terms of what our vositions would be, I H*L11V would
have to lsave yvou with the thought T Jjust cave yvou, that the
partios might decide ko implewment sooner,but I den't want to
try and prescribe from this fodium what our nositions might
be in that circumstance.
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calls on Israel to esablish no fur-
ther seitlements on the West Bank
and in Gaza, .
While osiensibly adepeing posi-
tions far removed from the Beagan
plan, the Arab League, ar 2 sum-
mit mesnns i Fez, Morocco, lant
Seprember, nonetheless embraced
U.N. Rewlurion 242 and implied
recognition of Israel’s rizht to exist.
There secemed 2o be # clearer signal
that moderate Arab voices are come
ing to the for, ready 1o talk sub-
santively rather than to Rpht On
the threshald of such a historic

“ epportunity, ict us examine the dy-

namics of this unique situston tor
the Arabs, for Iseael and for the
United States,

The Arabs—The Meed for a
Maderute Voice, As 3 result of the
recent war in Lebanon, Arpb radi-
cals who entertained srandiose illu-
sons ol remlin snpport have been
discredited, and the relative Sovier
impotence in the region 15 now
more apparent. Arabs who want

¢e have an OpPUrTuKLLY a3 never
tore 1o assume leadership in
sceking a sensible negotiated
solution to the Palestinian-lsracli
impasse,

Make no mistake, the Lebanan
conflict was 3 tragedy—1he awfil
kind of bloodshed that will Kl the
vacuem when pracncal and persise-
ent diplomucy ceases. We connot
condane what certainly appears o
be an inclination on the part of the

overnment of Prime Minster
~ienachem Beogin toward 2 mitlitary
rather than a diplomatic saluiion 1o

OntE g5 —
fsracl’s problema. 1y i would be
faolish to deoy that, when lirad
surveyetl the ominous werizun, e
saw terronst threats agd setachs by
the Palestine Labicration Oppanize-
tion rather than soll effous by
Atab moderates w seek dinlomatic
solutions, _

Indecd, the need lor crodibde
voices articulating  Arab—aed
mnre precisely  Palestinian—cone
cerns cannot be overstressetl, There
can be ldle douby thar the PLO
the political entity recognized i
the Arab warld as epaaking for te
Palestantans. But the sworld is righs-
ly confused abour who will nepon-
ate other Arab-lsracl differences.
As long as this question poes unas-
swered, Arab virws wall unforts.
nately nor receive 3 sepous hiearin ,
This also means that [sracl is highly
unlikely to deal with the Palusdize
queson through diplumacy.

This is unforunate because
there has cleacly been 3 move
ameny Arab governmonts, and
even within the PLO, awiy from
the hard Arab line of 1¢67 that said
i cifect, "We will not recognize
lsrael, negotiate with her or live ta
peace wath her.” Both of us kave
heard privately from Ar=b leaders
that they are prepared w live ia
peace wath lseael, In pulilic, haveey-
er, these expresusons hsve not beca
tortheurning (or fear of breaching
Arab “solidariey.”

There o it would seem, pee
figure who could now have a pro-
found effect: King Husesin of Joe-
dan. Some Arab leaders includigg

READERT DIGEST L

the PLO% Yaelr Arafar, appear 1o
respect him a3 a spokesman, With
therr pullic or private backing,
and with Palestinian participation,
perhaps within the Jondanian defe.
pwon, Hussen could mzke the
ramane pesture that would put the
10 povernment under immense
SUre 1o reciprocate. As one of
sracls neghbors with im partant
differences 10 resolve, Husieim is the
iegical leader 1o commence subsian-
nive R olanond,

Certainly he would have pohin-
cal constraints on him, from both
Arzb and Palestinian leaders. Oth.
er Arab modersta—at least ini-
tally—~might not be able 1o make
any public cadarsement of hiy ef.
totts twward lTscsel, Bur with the
provpect ol Palestinian e eae -
thes abo partcpating 10 Jiscus-
sons with Istael, there are some
encouraging indicauons that King
Hussein is prepared 10 assume thys
burden,

lsrael—A Eoldness for Peace. A
few meaths ago Prime Mimer
Begin warable 1o address the Israch
Kneswet and assure u thar, for the
first titic in his natien's history, al|
her {rontiers were secure. lsrael,
through her treaty wich Er vpt and
through the sheer force of arms,
stands autride the Middls Ea
What's more, there i no ¢ uestion
but that her relanonship withy ejus
Uinited Sistey 15 abeadurcly ature,

lecael’s i. «¥ IAro L{,‘i’ LITON, M-
ever, has caused deep oi may
SONE caany Amnericens wha have
50 heaitdy supported lirael

through tnal and trouble, Fears
have been rarsed, netably within
segrivents of the fewith community,
that in |:-_I;I.‘!rd o e PJIJ"J-IIHI:IIEI\.
the Begin government s departing
from principles thougit to be at the
heare of historical fewish expen-
ence—particularly an understand-
ing of what it means to be a peogls
deprived of basic (reedoms and
without a home,

Mow i rhe tinve for Teenel 1o
match the baldness of her military
forays with the beldness of e
desire for peacefu] napotiaton aod
her commitment 1o human riches,
For nothing can chanse the ephem-
eral quality of lseael’s security it ic
rests merely un the steenoth of arrs
rather than an pood wall and con.
verted eiforts tw live 1 comry with
her netishbors. She 15 nation of
samie 5 million people surrounded
by 100 imillion adversirics OF potes-
tu!arivcrsm:h!'}cr-rlyl':h.mmm:.
iy toward her has been fomented
by an unfortunate tradition—oa
both sides—to resort to force.

When tha animosity and fear
have bursc into war, Firael’s very
survival has depended upon the
United States” living up to 13 com-
mitments ie her. Now Lasting prace
depends upon Israel’s hvis
the commitmenns made in the
Camp David agreermenrs, ¢ hicf of

those M mitmmcn that Jsras]

wulld doek neace h of has

nes oL wiio

with hi=r on & recirrosat basismthss
I

|:|--_;’-—r|]-!. 4 L
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“The:c were fusther pledges at
Camp David. All parcies. including
lerael, agreed w work "for the reso-
lution of the Palzstiman problem
all iy aspeets.” Camp David stipus
I.'j:ﬂ |h.l[ usliTE an interim 1"’.”-
oxl=—=nnt 10 exceed five vears—ihe
tsrach smbitary government aned s
avihan administranun m the West
Bank and Gaza would be replacol
b‘_i' 4 :ci!l'-l.:m Crmn authuraty trecly
elected by the inhalwtants ot thise
arcas. During this mtenm perusl,
somie Jaracli forces wonsle] remainin
specstied locations to ensuis liraels
security. Moanwhile, the perma-
nent status ol the ogcupied (erritg-
ries would be negonated by Egypr.
Isracl, Jordan, and the Palestinians
whao live in the West Bank and
Gaza. The Unned States would
participats dunng certain portions
ol the talks.

Our painful concluzicn trom
events thus far 15 that the Bzgin
government is not living up ro thote
commitments. It has shown listle
inchination to grant real autonomy
1o the Palestinians in the West
Bank and Gaza areas. it has conon-
ued to confiscate properties in ot-
cupied territories and to buld
settlements as if to create a de facto
Israeli ascendancy there. [t has pub.
licly repudiated the Reacan peace
plan, which ealls for a fr=ezc on
Israeh  sevtlemicnts, This  caused
buth of us deep disappotnimant and
a sense of grave concern that is
shared by many other stalware sup.
portees of lirael

It 5 incwmbeni upon the Begin

goverime=it to realize of or. howes-
er it mav Jenne s ilienticns i the
West Bork aml Codzz, himies s M
Mt ek
there, the ¢uidence 15 cunvincing o
e Arabworld aned Devond I'l.;'_.'.j.::
Israch lesders have vumply chosen
ter sevde these ameds amt Bold rthem
bw torce. This policy 15 the ma-
wir sbesranle o any alerate Araly
it ey Ol J 1,\-;_];‘1 tagl rmﬂm-m
ot itierenves, Israe, must haly ws
witlement  polivy—a  thieve that
whine mught bresk tle Jiplomatic
liam.

The United States--A Hiztoric
Cpporiunity. The Hegin govern-
raent seems sanisfed wirh the staos
Qua. As 1t sees the manter, the benes
fits af any negotiation wili How mt
to lsriel bur o the Arabs, Arabs,
especially those who reject oy
peaceful settlement, =20 point o
this status quo as evidence that
& reasonable approach o [srael i
useless.

Thie United Stares, in (he interest
of world peace, must not allow such
a situation to contines. America’s
abiding stake in lsrael’s s=curiry i
apparent. Now the gro ving Amer-
ican understanding ana sympathy
for the just rights of v+ Palestn-
1ans and our regard for srrong and
stable relations with the Arab
world musr be forcefully demon-
stpated, Our statas 35 3 preat and
govd power is at stake,

American hopes and uitentions
in the Muldle East—mude mam-
fest a1 Camp David—have been
freshly declared through the Rea-

1 FJIHLII.J.[H'.L e Ji TS

READERS DIGEST [

gan peace plan. But now the Arshs
sre waiting to sce if Washungon
means business. [s the Uniced Stares
ready, they ask, to convert wards
into action?

Both of us have been enpaped in
negotistions on withdrawal lrom
the Sinai and on the Camp David
agreements. Neither of us s undor
any illusion aboue how difiiculr the
American role su both a3 catalyet
and mediaror will be. ft will require
every skill of diplomacy—and
maovre, [t will be tiring, bc:wd-.:enrsg.
and even politically dangerous at
trnes,

There will be times when only
personal diplomacy wnd the full
awthority ol the Presidency will
do: when it widl he nevessary o
phesicalle contrnmt cach parne in
the Megtitiativng amd Rely each ot
them o vvercome tirnndiiy., SULpPY-
CHMY, JRuET.

But st 15 vital that dhie neponiating
process continue—heweyer dlowly
at umes—toward the posls of
E.t:ct'ui cetnmundty in the Middle
Zast. Every avenue must be pur-
sucd, cvery reawomable alternanve

explored. If it is not inidally possi-
ble ta bring alljumn- to the whls,
we must be ready with altérmstives,
Perhaps, for instance, Sandi Arnbia
and other moderate Arab aations
would wish to smy in the beci-
ground at Arst—giving only tach
supoort to Jardanians, and to mav-
ors or other Pulestinian leadess
from the West Bank and Gaza wia
are cariving nut the preelimicacy
discussions with Tarael, Rechags be-
cause of the stipma attached to tha
term “"Camp David” by some Az
leaders, diplomatic work widén
that sull-ltading sgresment and
under he aegis of ULV, Resolution
242 snould be carned on under
ather terminology.

The diplomatic permutations
are endiess: the ultinate posl »
vworth whatever it takes. The wadld
watts, much of 1t vrith an air of
eyrctim. Sut if, fosered by car
eltares, Ario and licocli have e
colraie fo come torether naw m
snatch pear s from tlie caldron ¢
has been tie Middle Easr, 3 wid
be one of the shining momeus
of hisary.

xR
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/0. What about the =

T pericd? Did we tell Hussein ir 2
/ could te reduced to a )

Yf A. WYe are interested in beginning negotiaticns as socon as
possible to establish a transitional regime which is called for

in the Camp David framework. Once engaged, those negotiationa

J saould not take very long, given the previous three years of
negotiations. Thereafter, talks an final Stacus and peace zre
tc begin as soon as possible--in ni evengi?;:er than three
vears. The soaner the better, in our view. The transicional
d pe-iod is set at five years by the Camp David framework.

EoJever, if a final peace agreement is achieved before thas

L. period expires, the parties might cdecide to implement it sooner.

/

D Q. What about Palestinians on the Jordanian celegation?
<] A. This is provided for under Camp David.

Q. In his speech, the King rejecrs Camp David. How can you
ask the Government of Isracl to negotiate under any other
formula?

A. The President is committed to the positions he outlined on
September 1 which are wholly consistent with Camp David., We

suppeort the earliest posgssible direct negotiations between the

Arabs and Israel.

Q. Did the President promise arms to Jordan?
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STATE DEPARTMENT BRIEFING JM.U‘H.I-.Y 17, 1983

ALAN ROMBERG TN RESPONSE TO QUESTICNS POSED

COMMENT IN REFERENCE TO AN ALILEGED REPORT IN A CAIRD
THAT THE PLO WILL ROT FORSE Df"-‘-"?"f ACCORDS:

L
i el LA AP ol —— am amn et -

T am not [amiliar with that particular statement. Our position in
dealing with the PLO is clear and wall Known. Our position on the Cazmp
David accords is similarly well known. I will not comment on that .
particnlar report.

EGYPT - HUSSIAN RELATIONS VIEIT BEFORE MUBARAK'S VISIT WITH THE
PRESICERT:

No commant.

COMMENT TN PEFERENCE TO A POSSIBLE PARTIAL %ITHDRAWAL FROM LEBANCN

ARFORE THE l..l__-'...'l..l J_. OF THE TALKS:

I don't think I want to get into the lssue of how the withdrawal
may be carried out. The U.5. wants a complete withdrawal as rapid as
pussible. I cannot address specifics Irom here.

RONPROLJFERE I-.'l'T_'.'):ﬂ POLICIES ON I_!:._I_f_{fd-f‘ OF THE ¥ 1"‘1 STAHT 'S

o —— e ————

T belicve cur voncern with the nonoroliflecvation policles is on ths
rocord. Additionally I would refer you to check the records duxing .
President Zia's wisit.

KEPORYS FPROM ISRAEL

THE TALKS TO WASHINGTON

T HABTHB '-“lJ GESTED TO MOVE
: J’ WILL, DE" )
2 AND DRAPER TO THE I

% ET
whals s

WAL

In response to the first part of your guestion, T know of no such
sugyestion. Secondly, I have no rpocifics to affer you an the
undertaking of Ambazsador Habib and Draper. Both the efforts

of Hobih abd Draper are conplimentary. Upon Habhib's return ta the
ragion it was our objective that he speed up the negotiation process
with that goal in mind. The agenda of tha talke-is broader than the
withdrawal of the foreign forces in that effort both sides agrecd
plus the U.5.
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INJURTES AFFLICTED IN THE SIMAL BY A MINE EXPLOSION:

1 have no detalle information, Ho Imoricans were killed., However
an Amoricen Officer and a soldier serving wilh the Italien Brigade
in the Sinai were seripusly woundad, They are presently in hospitals

in Israel. I have no information to offer you bheyond what I have given

¥Yo o
COMMENT IN REFCRENCE TO AN INQUIRY AS 70 WHEYHER THE U.S. ADVOCATED

THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS WOT BE HELD TN ISPARL GENERALLY:

HO.

QUALIFICATION OF THE TRANSITIONAL FIVE YEAR PHRIOD COMMENT MADE
LAST WEEK:

rloase check the exact woerds of that statement.

AT HE U,S. SUPPORTED A POSITION

COMMEN® TN RTEERENCE 1O A REFORT T

OF GIVING JOHDAN S7% to OVER THE WEST BANK IN THE
TALE.S WITH KING HUSSEIN AS REPORTED PHOM SOURCES TN JORDAN:

No. T cannot get inte the substance of those discussions. In terms of

tha

yjeneral approach towards the West Bank and sovereignty I would refer you

to the President's spesch of September lst,

ADDITTONAL 1NFORMATION AS TO THE SXIRMISHES BETWEEN THE ISRABLI'S AND

“THE MARINFS:

1 have nothing since wé discussed this last week. I think that it is
an issue of the past.

mainy
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STATE DEPARTMENT BRIEFING JANUARY 13, 1983

JOHA IIUGHES IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS POSED :

COMMUNT ON THE BREAKTHROUCH ON THE LEBANON - I.;[[&TT TALKS

We're encouraged by reports that m:;t_c iators efforts were successful and that an

aggenda was finally ugrced To Dy The negotiaiors. This Is cleariy o step forwesd. It

is our conviction that the negotidters can - must pow move quickly forwards towsrds .
an agreesent leading to the rapid withdrawal froem lebanon of al l.,\tr“rnfll forces.

-

COMMENT 1N REFERUNCU 10 THE JACK ANDEASON COLUMN.IN REGARUS TO JORDANIAN SHCURITY
CONCERNS AS REPORTED IN Tiil: WASHINGTON POST 1/15/83: : :

‘Jﬂrf?.ltﬂ is-an important friend to the U.5. which we h‘[‘L{‘ long .12.'_'11'|.i!lilljl and well .
“knbtwn military supply and relations ship as both countries have an interest in
regionil qeu‘uu that is c~=|u11.11.r quite well known. Tt should sarprise noone

thot !11I.|'[14.|'._~, of regional security. are regularly discusse d us far as background (o
rhe sxtent ov our reld LLmnt_-.‘t Lp ar other 'E'-DLH.':..'I.!.:.L on, "Illt.lm,H t.‘.trftn_ l.use‘:; I-will '

not cow '»h':ut on’ I.]I.J.n. - | DR -I 2 o ..' e LT o P R 3%
ALLFGFD_REPORT OF, MORE: ARMS] Iflit&:ln v T ML e %
Sriions, © SIS T T e § % o
POSSTBLE_IMMINENT 1'|5i'|' OF LWF ﬁu.uuw TO_WASHINGTON: : S % i i
Npt to Y Lnontudge. E T o _. '_ i i i B ., vist .

REAN-OUL OF SEU m-nnf wHUL].r,*H '\1L1'H‘\.r' WITH" THE 'i'_nl“-.ﬁllr'-‘r‘h".r_'pl-__.h'i}l!}jui .

¢ - . . =
I really don't hnve one. The Pu.ri-.rnl. was here I think for medical redsons
and 1 think the Secretary took ‘the opj mrt.mnl,y to see him. 1 don't have :

, @ read-out uf the mech Iﬂ e L - e T S
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{When the saaq?c ) in Judea, Samaria + the Gaza district is established and

inaugurated, the transitional period of five years will begin).
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As soon as possible, but not later then the third year after the begining of
the transitional periocd...etc.
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HUSSEIN UNDERSTANDS THAY CAMP DAVID IS THE ONLY BASIS
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STATE_DEPARTMENT BRIEFING JANUARY 12, 1983

ALAN ROMBERL - - IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS POSCD

COMMENT IN REFERENCE TO REPORTS FROM JORDAN THAT KING HUSSEI!
BRIEFED SEVERAL LWDI\JDUAIS ON THE EXTENT THF U.S, WILL GO td
BRING JORDAN INTO THE PEAGE NEGOTIATIONS:

I cannot comment in detail on the substance of diplomatic
exchanges and commeiits, I think you should take it as a given
that the President told King Hussein that he will continue to
pusiie the positions set forth in his =ptember 1 initiative,
additionally he wil! support this initiative encrgetically.

In reference to the transitional period the U.S5. is willing to
shorten the period. We're intcrested in beginning the negotiations
As soon as possible to establish a tranisitional regime which is
called for in the Camp David Framework. Once engaged in thosa
negotiations they should not tuke so long given the previous 3
years of negotiaticn. Thereafter the final status of the talks we wish
to begin as soon as possible. In uny event no luter than 3 years.
The trunsitional period in the Camp David Framework was set for ‘five
- years, LIf finul peace agreement wus reuched before this time expired
. the parties involved then would decide how to implement it sooner,

COMMENT IN REFFRENCE TO A STATEMENT MADE RY SHARUN REGAKDING THE ISSUE
OF PALESTINIAN REPRUSENTATION:

I belicve this issue was accorded for in the Framework of Camp ﬁnvid.
I will hot. go beyond that. : .

BEGIN - VISIT POSSIBLE LINKAGE TO PROGRESS OF LEBANON TALKS:

There hus been no visit scheduled. I will not go beyond what uls
outlined Yeﬁterdnf. .

COMMINT IN REFERENCE TO PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION IN THE PEACE ,
NLGOTIATIONG : - =5 ) : :

When wi talked about the PLO accepting the premises of UN resolutions
242 ¢ 358 and Israel's right to exist this was addressed in the
context of whether we would talk with the PLO. .y, peace Lnlttativu

and ncfotiations ‘wére not inéluded in this context.

s SECRETARY SHULTZ'S MELTING WITH JEW1 SH COMMUNITY LEADERS

This mee ing was called by the Secretary to continue the discussious

- - =
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and dinlogue on vurious issues of intercsts werc high on the
agenda.
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g 3" '} THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Sécretary

for Immediate Release January 10, 1983

FRESS BRIEFING
BY
AMBASSADOR PHILIP HABRIB

The Briefing Room

2:38 P.M. EST _
AMBASSADOR HABIB: Hi, how are ycu all today?

W You got news?

AMBASSADOR HARTIB: Well, I don't know what you call
news, Jim, but let me just -- why don't I say something briefly.
you all know, I just met with the President, Secrctary and
e other members who were in the meeting, and I'm leaving this
afternoon. 1I'll leave this afternoon to return to the Middle East.

The President has asked me to return, as we continue
our efiforts aimed at restoring peace and stability te that troubled
area.

0 What about the fact that Lebanon today --
AMBASSADOR HARIB: Wait, let me finish, sweetheart.

The President emphasized the importance he attaches
to achieving the prompt withdrawal of all foreign forces from Lebanon.
1t is a disappointment to all of us that more headway has nct baen
made. The President beljeves, and I will be stressing with the parties
involved, that the withdrawal of external forces from Lebanon is
essential and remains a top priority as we move ahead on the broader
front to achieve a workable peace in the area.

Progress in Lebanon can add momentum as we continue
our efforts for a just and lasting peace along the lines put forth
by the President on September lst. There's an urgent need to put
the problems of Lebanon behind us so that other concerns can be
vigorously addressed. And we will be seeking the full cooperation
of all the other parties involved.

Jim?

Q Does that mean that the United States puts a
low priority on the establishment or approich of normalization of
relations between Lebanen and Israel and tie emphasis on withdrawal
first of allz

AMBASSADOR HABIB: Not by any means. T think what
it means 1s the United States believes that the various problems
that have to be discussed and have to be treated in the current
situation in Lebanon can be done on an urgent basis and should be
done and must be done on an urgent basis so -hat the withdrawal of
all the external forces can proceed. That mcans Syrian forces, PLO
combattants and Isracli forces in Lebanon.

Q Mr. Ambassador --

AMBAGSADOR HABIB: That's the emrhasis. The emphaais
is on the necessity to achieve early withdrawal.
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5) Mr. Ambassador, whare are you going first ==
AMBASSADOR HABIB: I'm going to Israel first.
Q Would you be sitting in on the next meating?
AMDASCADOR HABIB: No, I will not. I'll be going to
tsrael and see what I can do about impressing upon and solieciting the
cooperation of all with this sense of urgency that the President brings
tc the situation.

Q po we understend from this that you see more
problems from the Israeli side?

AMBASSDOR HABRIB: Mo, J wouldn't draw any such conclusions,

Q Mr. Ambassador, can you —-

AMBASSADOR HABIB: I will be going to both places. It's
just a question of how I choosge to =-- in what order I choose to gO.

Q Can't we draw from this that the President at least

*

feels that Israel's insigtence upon the broader agenda is slowing
things down?

AMBASSADOR HABIB: What I'm saying is very simple =~ isn
that the problems that are involved in the agenda or in the issues
that have to be discussed in order to produce the result need to
be dealt with on an urgent basir and they ¢an be dealt with on an
urgent basis. What the Presidert's == if you want to talk about =--
I wouldn't usc¢ the word, v"digsatisfaction" -- the word I use
is that we all believe that more headway could have been made. It's
just taking too long.

Q Who's fault is it?

AMBASSADOR HABIB: Well, 1 -- we don't want to lay any
blame. ‘Let's just simply say that the United States balieves that
the matter can be dealt with with the greatest sense of urgency, and that's
sne of the things I'm going to attempt to do, is to move the process
alona at an accelerated pace.

Q How long do you think it might take to ==

AMBASSADOR HABIB: Oh, I don't want to judge that yet.
When T come back, 1 might be able to have a better answer to that.

Q Mr. Ambassador, there've been reports that there
is some dissatisfaction on the part of either the President or members
of the administration with certain members of -- Mr. Veliotes, Mr.

Draper =--

AMBASSADOR HABIB: You know, I don't get that impression
whatsoever. 1 think the President has demonstrated to me a degree
of confidence in thc people who are working with this problem. I know
1 have a great deal of confidence in the two people that you mentioned.

o When are our soldiers coming home, Mr .- Ambassador?

AMBAGSADOR HABIB: That's not a decision that I have
anything to say about at this time. The President will make the
decision at the right time. I =-- that didn't come up, very frankly,
in our discussions today. In our discussions today, what we concentrated
on was the means of accelerating the pace of negotiations so that
the withdrawal can take place.

Q vou don't hava any leverage a“ all to use with
the Israelis?
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AMBASSADOR HABIB: Lat's call it persuasion and common
sense and good arguments and good ratjonalization and a common
cbjective, I hope with all the parties concerned.

Q Is there a need to expand the multinational force --

AMBASSADOR HABIB: Right at this point, not at this
point, no.

MR. ALLIN: The Ambassadcr's leaving shortly. That's
going to be it.

AMBASSADOR HABIB: As a ma*ter of fact, I haven't got
that mich time == -

Q Where else are you going other than Israel?
AMBASSADOR HABIB: 1I'll bé going to Lebanon also. And
IQ{ g, anywhere else that I think will serve the purpose of accelerating

the pace --
Q == & letter from the Presidant to Mr. Begin?

AMBASSADOR HABIB: You know, we don't talk about that
before I get there,

Q How long ==

AMBASSADOR HABIB: Pardon?

Q How long do you anticipate this --

AMBASSADOR HABIB: Oh, I haven't got any idea -- as

long as it takes. Whatever I decide in terms of time is usual. But
we'll see. You'll know.
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Q What of the optimistic reports earlier today and
then a dampening of thosa?

AMBASSADOR HABIB: Yes. I think what happened is out
of the moining meeting -- Now, I do not have a full report as yet as
to whar went on in that morning meeting -- but, out of the morning

meeting there have been sort of conflicting reports. T will wait
until [ get the reporting cable before I can really properly answer

the guestion. But there were some conflicting reports from Rhalde
itself. I don't want to misinterpret them and I don't want to
mislead you until I get the full report myself, so =--
0 Do you have a feeling for it at all?
AMBASSADOR HABIB: There was some discussion of
, alternatives of how to deal with the problems they've been dealing
“with, bat I would just as soon wait un;il we get the full report.
MR. ALLIN: Thank you.
Q Could you clarify your earlier --
AMBASSADOR HABIB: I'm off.
Q Bon voyage.

Q Can you clarify an earlier answer? The meeting
you said you weren't going to be attending, you --

AMBASSADOR HABIB: T don't intend to ~- What I gaid
ige I don't intend to attend the plenary sessions that are going on
alternately -- That was the question, if I recall. That ig the -«

Q Could you tell us what the President meant when
he called Maggie Thatcher the "best man in England"?

AMBASSADOR HABIB: He was gquoting somebody, as I --
But you'd better get that from Mort. (Laughter,)

THE PRESS: Thank you.

END 2:35 P.M. EST
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STATL DEPARTMENT BRIEFING JANUARY 11, 1983

JUHN (UGHES TN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS POSED

COMMENT IN REFERENCE TO ISRAFL'S EﬂFERTIEiNG CAMPAIGN TO ATTRACT
"SETILLRS TO THE WEST BANK AS REPORTED IN TIE WASHINGTON POST:

Suggested action by the Israeli government would be most unfortunate
and counter productive. The U.S. position is clear. Settlements are
an obstncle to peace in the Middle East. We have previously noted
our view that such settlement activity as a negative impact for
carly progress towards peace, stability, and recal security for
Israel and lts neighbors.

Anything that expands settlement activity on the West Bank is
not helpful.

BLUGIN VISIT - LINKAGE WITH PROGRLSS OF LLBANON TALKS:

‘Simply thcrc is no‘ meeting yet scheduled. The vfﬁlt will rake
place as the I'resident said when Prime Minister Begin's visit was
unerpectedly cancelled a few months ago. The negoriations in Lebaron
do not have to be connected wiLh the hroader issue of peace in the -
Middle BAST.

COMMENT TN REFERENCE TO ALIEﬂfﬁ REPORTS THAT THE SAUDI' 5 GAVE HU?SE[H
THE GREEN L1GIIT TOR REAGAN'S PEAGE PLAN:

Hussain is cnrésinly mindful of Middle Eust leaders on the issue of

the peace negotiations. Of course the visit was characterized by both 'l‘.he ) .
Prosidont ae a forward move ih tho poaco pracosso. =

STATUS OF THE LEBANON TALKS: | ’ .

I don't have anything to give to you on that. One docs not '‘depend on the
other; (the previous Statement was in reference to the Lebanon negotiations
and the broder Middle East plan.) Obviously we advocare forward progress
in Lebanon, und we will aid to assure that process, but failuare will nug
hold up che broader pedce process,

PLANS OF HABIB:

Hahih will pursuc the Middle East initiative vigorously, while Draper .
will pursue the withdrawal of all foreign forces. The peace negotiations will
not halt because of the lack of a resolutlon to the Lebanon issue, but
*  ¢ertainly it will be helpful to the negotiations. Habib and Draper
will both be working to achieve the successs of these initiatives.
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COMMUNT 1N RLFERENCE TO ALLEGED CONFRONTATIONS BETWEEN ISRAELIS
BY THE AIRPORT AND AMERICAN MNF FORCES:

We have cxpressed our concern.

LAVY LSuARLl QIHFDREE PROJECT TIES WITH AMERICAN ﬁ;PURT :
1 have no infermation on that,

COMMENT IN REFERENCE TO PERSONNEL CHANGES IN THE EAST JERUSALEM
CONSULATE: :

No.

COMMENT IN REPERENCE TO A REPORT THAT A WEST BAKK SCHOOL IN NABLUS
WAS CLOSED:

I have no comment to offer. I have seen the reports.

IUSSEIN - ° ARAFAT MEETING:

I have nothing or it.

ALLEGED REPGRTS OF ISRAELI SALES OF COMPUTERS TO THE SOVIET UNieN: '
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STATE DEPARTMENT BRETFING -- 11 JANUARY, 1983 :

STATEMENT ON ISRAELI ADVERTISING CAMPATGN TO ATTRACT SETTLERS AS
REPORTED IN THF WASHINGTON ™OST TODAY:

“"Suggested action by the Israeli government would be moat
unfortunate and counterproductive. The Unired Statea' position is
clear. Settlements are an obstacle to peace in the Middle Eaat.
We have previvusly noted our view that such settlement activircy
as a nepative impact for hopes for early progress towards peace,
gtability, and rcal sccurity, fut Isracl and its neighbors."

IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION:

-~ Anything that expands settlement activity on the West Bank is not
helpful.
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STATE DEPARTMENT BRIEFING JANUARY 10, 1983

JOHN HUGHES IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS POSED :

COMMENT IN RLUFURENCE TO ALLEGATIONS THAT THE U.S. AND SPECIFICALIY
NABIB ARE DISAPPOINTED WITH THE PROGRESS OF THL LEBANON TSHAFL
TALKS AS PLPORTED IN THE WASHINGION TIMES 1/10/83:

In regards to our mission in Lebanon and the subhsequent talks
it is no secret that the administration waits for a resolution
of the Midéle Kast problem to move ahead faster than it has.
Habib continucs to suppert in.favor of Veliotis and Draper's
actions. . - ' ,

COMMENT LN REFERENCE TO ALLEGATIONS THAT AMLRICAN MARINES ARE
_EEHBLUUEN TO CONVERSE OR FRATINIZE WITH ISRAELL TORCES:

-

1 have to look into it.

ALLFGED RLPORTS OF TSRALLI FORCES CHALLENGING AMERICAN MNT
. FORCES BY THE AIRPORT IN BEIRUT:

"It is absolutely true that Israeli forces have approached
Marine positions near Beiurt over the past several days.

) We have cxpressed our concern.over this to the Israelis. .
\ It is clear that the deployment areas of MNF forces is ¢losed
to other [orces excluding Lebanon. This underscores *the urgent need
e for the withdrawal of all foreign forces.

This status of banning MNF areas to outside forces was agreed upon.
{sraeli forces approached these arcas gnd challenged the marincs

by attempting to pass through marine lines against the understanding
between America and Israel. Over the last week two approaches

have been mude, Our position is that they shouldn't proceed past
the check point, .

All incidents have occured around the airport area.
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SYRIAN SA-5 MISSILE DEPLOYMENT :

—— e —

1 have no update to give you on the status of this sitvation. I cannof

disclose to you whether we have taken action or we haven'z.

ALLEGLED REPORTS OF AMERICANS TAKEN TO STGN A "LOYALTY PLEDCE™ I[N
ISRALEL:
. 1 am not aware of the extent of this reporl, we are still @

1ittle confuscd. We are talking to Tsrael about it.
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i,

Jerusalem, January 7, 1983

Dear Ron,
Permit me to turn to you with great urgency on a matter of a
purely humanitarian nature.

This morning Avital Shchar-nsky, wife of Anatoly Shcharansky,
came to see me after having spoken on the phone to Anatoly's family
in Moscow. His life is now in real danger. For the last four months
he has been on a hunger strike and even his eighty-year old mother is

not allowed to see him.

It was with the deepest emotion a man can describe that I heard
Avital's report, and hence do I presume to write to you. Her request
and mine is that you intercede most urgently with Chairman Andropov
and ask him either to order Anatoly Shcharansky release or, at least,
to enable his family to visit him in prison. This, now,is his demand

for ending the hunger strike.

Please excuse me, dear Ron, for this unusual personal appeal,
but it comes from the heart. It is, literally, a matter of life for

the suffering man.

I thank you.

Yours respectfully and sincerely,

Menachem Bepin

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C.
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1EDIA NOTIC

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Scott Cohen
January &, 1983 - 202/2246619
Alan Safran
202/224-4618

PERCY ON ISRAELI-LEBANESE TALKS

WASHINGTON, January 6--Senator Churles H. Percy (R-Illinois), Chairman of
the Senate Foreign Relations Comuittee, today issued the following

statement on the Tsraeli-Lebancsa negotlations.

“The gual of the tulks—--withdrawal of all foreign forces from Lebanon--cannot
be reached withnut the establishment of businesslike relarions between
Lebanon and Israel., This would assure peace and securiry ar their comuon
border and thus sacisfy Israel that the withdrawal of her forces would not

endangaer lsrael's border towns.

"In my judgmeat there is justification for the Israell pesition that
businesslike relations with Lebanon must be a.priority. While one cap
underscand the Lebanese desire to avold antagonizing untuuperative.hr
cautious elements in their country, nevertheless Lebsnon should-=1a her

own interest—be willing to take significant steps toward normallzing

relations with Israsl., Israeli withdrawal would be a key element in tha

withdrawal of all foreign forces from Lebanon."
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STATE DEPARTMENT BRIEFING JANUARY 7, 1983

N'axn ,%"3ann

JOHN HUGHLS IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS POSED:

FIGHTTNG IN TRIPOLI:

| have nothing to add. beyond what has alreudy been said,
May T reiterate that this undercores the validity of the
withdrawul of all foreign forces.

LEBANON - TSRAEL TALKS AT A “DEADLUCK™:

I believe 1 would like te stand hy the communique of yesterday.
In addition, we hope that the talks will move forward.
HABIE:

I have no specific dates to give you.

ALLEGED REPORTS OF AN ATTACK ON A LEBANESE BUS :

I have no confirmation to give you on that.
I have seen the reports.

REFERENCE TO AN OP-ED PIECE BY AN ISRAELT PEACE ACTIVIST AS
RUPORTED IN THE N.Y. TIMES:

No comment. There have been reports-of [sraell visits to
central America. Beyond that | have no comment.

REFERENCE 0 NAVON'S COMMENTS ON ‘THE CONSENSUS OF TSRAELI'S
AGATNST RETURNING BACK TO THE 67' BORDERS AND THE STATUS OF PEACE
WITII EGYPT: n

{ belicve the relations hetween Egypt and Isruel have been spoke about
from here many times, 1 would advise you to check the record,

In regards, to the latter part of your question I believe

President Navon and Reagan amplificd their views sufficiently.
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STATE DEPARTMENT BRIEFING JANUARY 6, 1983

JOHN HUGHFS TN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS POSED

ISRAELI TROOP MOVEMENT IN SOUTH LEBANON:

We have seen the reports., We have no independent confirmation of
guch movementu. If these reports are valid such movement underscores
the urgency for the withdbawal of all foreign [occes [rom Lebanon.
Such armed movement continues to validify the risk of furthering
violence and bloodshed in the area. I have no eomfirmarion of these

reports ol thelr accuracy.

HABIB :

As eagumerated in the President's speech llabib will be heading back to
the Middle East; I have no dates to relecase as to the specific dates
of which ha will be leaving.
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The Prestident behaved impecably. _
Q - - Was critleism aired on Begin's policies? :
A - - No, there was no dlscussions of domestic policies in Israel.
i
Q - - Consensus in Israel discussed on West Rank policy?
A=- No. It was not discussed.
Q - - Were there nther view of consensus other than the objection of Israelis '

in Israel to the inception of an independent Palestinlan state and an

undivided Jerusalem,

A== Yes, The carly withdrawal of Forefgn forces In Lebanon was a positive

desire of all.

Q - - Do vou have any detalls to release of President Navon's meating

wlcth Hablb earlier cthis morning?

A=-- Npl have no details of that mueeting, You will have to

ask the State Department. I have no details of that meeting to

give you.
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STATE DEPARTMENT BRIEFING JANUARY =1 1983

=OHN HUCHES IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS POSED :

SYRIAR MISSTLE BASES:

I have nothing to add ro what has already been said,

DRAPER IN JERUSALEM :

Draper is in .Jerusalem to talk with Igraeilt Foreign Minister Shamir,
beyond that T have no specific read-out,

Hahlb :
Tes. Uabib came into town last night. It 1u Not [rue what wasg reported in one

article that he was swmoned he was planning to come since last week,

We have no travel Plans to releasge.

ASSESSMENT OF LIBANON - ISRAEL TALKS

Another meeting wag scheduled. I have nao characterization of the meetings
Obviously we are Very pleased that the meetings have begun and we hope thar
they will come to 4 szpeedy and satlsfactory conclusion.

KATUSHA ROCKETS

I don'L have anything' for you, I can't confirm the reports,

NAVON VISIT

There was some confusion about that yesteriduy T+ 1 wn nfficial working vigit.
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1 believe we made that clear yesterday.

"

TRIFOLL @

I am not able to confirm exactly what is going on there. I've seen
. press reports. This underlics our geal that all foreign forces must withdraw

this undelies our validity, of this goal.

VILLAGE LFAGUE HEADS OF THE WEST BANK ASK THE ISRAELL A®MY FOR ARMS

No. I don't have anything on that.
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Meeting between President Havon and President Reagan
at the Oval Office

Wednesday, January 5, 1987

11:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

PARTICIPANTS: President Nivon, President Reagan, Vice President Bush,
Ambassador frens, Secretary Shultz, Judge Clark, Netanyahu
Veliotes.

PRESIDENT REAGAN: We are very glad to have you here. This 1s an

opportunity for me to get some things off my chest. I am disturbed

by the perception of strained relations between our two countries,

o i | i g ==

When the Prime Minister was here, I thought we had established a
very strong bond and a personal friendship, and I still feel that

holds.

On September 1s5t, I put forth my initiative as an answer to

B L T R

all who had questions about our commitment to peace in the Middle East.
There is no question about Israel's ability to defend itself. There
is a question on how long it can carry the economic toll. Our
September initiative was the only way for us to convince the Arabs
that we are committed to achieve a fair peace.

I had the opportunity to meet twice with Jordan's King Hussein
recently. ] was impressed that he has the same feeling about the
necessity for peace and I was impressed by his sincere desire to
bring a stable peace to the area. This is what has guided our policy

all along, including during the AWACS sale. 1 had a bad feeling

|ti2
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from Prime Minister Begin's statement that we had abandoned Israel.
We believe that the only real security for Israel Ties in peace in the area.
In my September speech I zaid we should get the Lebanon war cleaned
up and then move on to tho broader peace process (cleaning up
Lebanon is not so simple; you know they have not one war, but
eight wars). If we seem critical of the settlements, this is
because we feel it's an issue that needs to be resolved in the
Camp David process.
In their recent visit to Washington, King Hassan and
King Husseinbrought up the subject of the PLO . 1 made it clear
that the U.S. cannot sit and talk to them until they recognize
Israel's right to exist. We have not relented any in our desire
for peace. Our September 1st initiative proposal suggested the
giving up of territory for peace, We wouldn't accept anything
less than real security for Israel. There has been no change in
our feeling. We differ on some of the actions to bring this peace
about. Hussein wants this too but he has to convince other Arabs

that this is the way to go.

PRESIDENT NAVON: Did he condition his own involvement on the PLO's

participation in the process?

PRESIDENT REAGAN: We made 1t very clear that the PLO can't parti-

cipate until and unless they change their position. Hussein agrees
with this. He may be thinking about the PLO once removed. He
considers bringing Palestinians of the West Bank to the table, but

he would be the leader of the negotiating party.
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PRESIDENT NAVON: Well first, I didn't have a chance to thank you for

your hospitality. It is very kind of you to take the time to see

me, 1 bring you greetings from our Prime Minister. I saw him

before 1 left and got from him an update of the latest developments,.
What I can do, if that is all right with you, is to give you

a general picture of the attitudes in Israel rather than the

details of the various negotiations. You know, I am paid not

to think aloud.

PRESIDENT REAGAN: I think that applies to me too Sometimes.

(laughter).

PRESIDENT MAVON: T would like to give you some gensral impressions

of the reaction to the American proposal and your speech, We view
them as one unit. I must say that your friendship and sincerity
for Israel came through very clearly in that speech. As to the
proposal, some of the opposition parties -- actually Labor, which
is the largest oppesition party -- accept the propasal as a basis
for negotiation, while the government does not. Both express
their belief in your good faith and dedication to Israel which
you expressed in your speech. Foreign Minister Shamir recently
expressed his appreciation for your "iron-clad commitment" to
Israel's security. Your statement that Israel has to live in
defensible and secure boundaries, that Jerusalem should remain
united, and that a PLO state is unacceptable, were backed up also

by those who didn't accept the proposal itself. They view the

L
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details of the proposal not acceptable from the point of view of
security. So we have two approaches to this matter, the government's
and the opposition's.

But now I would like to explain where we do have consensus.
First, on the question of borders: We cannot accept that peace and
only peace can be the sole basis for security. I think it was
Kissinger who said that "all wars started with a peace.” We must

have security, and we cannot return to the 1967 borders. On this

there is general agreement, including from the dovish elements. I
don't know if King Hussein and the Arabs know this. One of the
provisions of the proposal says that the extent of withdrawal will
depend on the extent of peace, This implies that total peace
would mean total withdrawal. We are unified that this cannot be,
It is difficult for America with its vast dimensions to see why
we argue about "a few lousy square miles". But that's all we
have. The total area of Israel is 8,000 square miles, of which

60% 1s desert; the territories are only 2,000 square miles. But

they are very important. We saw in 1973 that if the war had
started in the international borders, rather than on the Golan
Heights, the Arabs could have reached Haifa. Twenty kilometers
can make a great difference. On this we are united. I'm saying
this having spoken to many people with many opinions, 1 hope,
therefore, that the Arabs don't develop a hope for a full return .
No one in Israel could accept this, except the communists. Your
mention of the dangers of the 10-mile wide strip is consistent
with this view. |

oD
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PRESIDENT REAGAN: Well, our view is that this is what needs to be

negotiated. One side asks for the 1967 boundaries; you say you

have security concerns. This should be negotiated.

(At this point the party was called to the
Cabiret room).

, NETANYAHU
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Meeting in the Cabinet Room between President Navon and President Reagan
Wednesday, January 5, 1983.

11:45 a.m,

PARTICIPATING: President Reagan, President Navon, Vice President Bush,

Meese, Clark, McFarlane, Kemp. Sec. Shultz, Teicher,
Lewis. Veliotes. Arens. Netanvahu. Bentsur. Sabsl.

e e R R el T L L L L L

PRESIDENT REAGAN: WelcomedPresident Navon , expressed pleasure that

President Navon was going to receive an honorary degree at Johns Hopkins.

PRESIDENT NAVON expressed his appreciation for the President's hospitality.

REAGAN : As I explained in our meeting in the Oval Room, there is no
change in our pledge to the security of Israel and to our friendship
with Israel. I hope we can proceed on the peace plan and finally

bring it about.

NAVON:  In our earlier meeting I tried to convey to you what is
common to both coalition and opposition in Israel. The problem of
borders. The fact that Jerusalem is united and must remain so.

1 had met President Sadat and am a great admirer of his and his
death was a great tragedy to us. Sadat broke taboos that had
previously existed. On Jerusalem, his initial position was that

Jerusalem should remain united with one municipality and one mayor,
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within this municipality, there should be a special department dealing
with Fast Jerusalem and they would be entitled to a separate flag.
After about a year he started to begin talking about two
different sovereignties in Jerusalem. When I met him, I told
him that two sovereignties means two different states and after
our discussion he said that they should indeed, try and find a
different definition. In Israel, both the government and oppo-
sition are united in feeling that our capital cannot be divided.
The same is true for an independent Palestinian state, both
government and coalition see it as an impossibility, it would be
Soviet dominated and frridentist. The leaders of the PLO continue
to make declarations that worry us. I don't even want to hear
their talk of recognition of our right to exist.
We don't need Arafat to give us our rfaht to exist, That we
have frem the Almighty.
They should change their covenant which talks about
destroying the Zionist entity. In fact, it's a travesty to
describe that document as a covenant. The tragedy of Beirut

didn't change the attitude of the PLO.

Qur concept of security is part of our concept of peace. Our
peace treaty with Egypt is a mixture of hope and tragedy. We
gave up the 3inai and we had been there for a long time. HWe gave
up airfields and oil, we evacuated settlements, and it was a symbol'c,

painful event for us because they were pioneers who were developing

the desert. We hoped all this would bring in a new era.

t-;3
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We don't think peace can be reached with all the Arab states
at the same time. The extremist states like Syria and Libya will
always tend to lead the others. We had peace with Eiypt only
since Sadat departed from the Arab consensus . We had many
expectations from this peace and now what we have in fact is,

cold peace.

The articles against us in the Egyptian press during the
Lebanon campaign went beyond any legitimate ¢riticism, and the
Egyptian press is not without government fnfluence. “here were
attacks on Jewish character, on Jewish people and Nazi-1ike
cartoons. I sent a message Lo Mubarak as I thought we had
become personal friends.

This does not only imperil peace with Egypt, it is a danger
to the prospect of peace with the other Arab countries., For if
this is going to be the outcome of peace, then we've lost some
of our faith in it. It worries me since I was a strong supporter
of that peace agreement and it had the support of both opposition
and government. I just read that the Egyptian table-tennis team
in Brazil refused to play with an Israeli team. It's an insignificant
incident but it denotes a boycott. You, of course, remember the
significance of table-tennis in your relations with China. Another
example is that an Egyptia:?zants to vieit Israel is subjected to

questioning by Egyptian security services, which, of course, deters

anybody from visiting.
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REAGAN & SECRETARY SHIULTZ both stated that they were not aware of the

table-tennis incident.

NAVON: Egypt even warned Lebanon not to reach agreement with Israel
on anything else, except withdrawal. If this is going to be the
sort of peace we can reach, it is not encouraging as a model.

I know your people spoke to the Egyptians about this but I haven't
yet seen results. We have some fifty agreements with Egyptians
and they are not befng respected. I understand President Mubarak
is coming here to see you soon, contrary to what henaTe say, he

is not a closed person and 1 found him open and frank. The
question is , do they want to return to the Arab fold by

"erasing the black mark" of their relationship with Israel.

Sadat told me that Egypt is the "mother" of the Arab nations

and they would eventually all come to Eqypt. I don't ®hink thié

iz Mutark's view.

REAGAN : We'll talk to him about it when he is here. With
regard to th:}Ei;b states, we are talking about the moderate
Arab states and it must be & real peace . The peace treaty
between Eqypt and Israel must be respected, as any peace must,

we are not naive on the subject.

(The meeting broke up at 12:15 p.m. and the group
moved into lunch, being joined by Mrs., Dole and Gerry Bremmer of

the Department of State, and Gluska and Shai).
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During lunch, Vice President Bush asked zbout Israel's
relations with China. President Navon and Arens replied that indeed,
there were signs of a improvement in Chinese statemerts &s regards
Israel but that there were no formal talks between 1:racl and China.
They explained the Chinese move as increased awareness of the
strategic enti-Soviet role played by Israel in the Middle East.
President Navon explained in detail Israel's parliamentary system
and the importance played by judiciary in Israel.

President Navon told various stories illustrating the smallness
of Israel and the small size of its population. There was a discussion
of development of water resources, using modern technigues.

President Reagan showed great interest in the description given by
Navon and Arens of ‘he Dead Sea-Med Canmal. At this stage Secretary
Shultz commented that the problems involved were more political

than teochnical.

Secretary Shultz pointed out that King Hussein , when he visited
here, stressed the impertance of joint water development with Israel,
and how vital peace with Israel would be to Jordan in this respect.

Arens pointed out that Israel has no spare water and that we are
utilizing nearly 100% of our capability.

Reagan asked whether Israel had considered using nuclear power for
desalination and Arens replied that this had been considered.

Reagan ended up the meal by reassur ng President Navon that he
guarantees that any peace that will be achieved will be a real permanent

peace and the U.S. is not naive in this respect.

A separate report on the meeting in th: Oval Office will be cabled.
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President Reagan's Spcech following his visit with President Naven of Israel
On January 5, 1982.

President Reagan - - — It has been my great pleasure to wclcome you to

t gt e i 5 P
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the White House and to the United States, as you begin vour

visit which will take you on to Doston and New York. We've .
had an excellent opportunity to meet each cthers acquaolszoce
and to break bread together. I know now that Nancy and

Mra. Navon will have a chance to wmeet hefore Mrs. Navon's
departure from the U.5., which both are locking forward

to that. Your presence here as the President of Israel
symbolizes the close ties that has always linked our two
nations. Ours is a frlendship that Haa deepened over time

and dallv expressed in our unswerving committment to the

security and well heing of Israel {undoubtedly) conmected

B b i S S————— i e B b e

with peace in the Middle Cast; principal goala of both
our peoples. The succession of Amerlcan Presidents have

committed this nation in assisting in the achievement

of that goal. I can assure you that our comittment to
peace is one that I am proud te carry forward. Mr.
President we wish you and Mrs. Navon an Interesting and

productive visit and a safe return to Israel

Presfdent Nuveon = - —= I am very grateful te vou for your kind invitarion, It has
heen an opportunity to exchange views on 1mpar£nut issues
that relate to the mutual countries; to the peace in the
Middle Bast, to the prospect of ﬁ:ﬁﬂfﬁn the Middle East,

" and security. In Isracl as you very well know, Mr. President
there are different views as to the policies; whether those
who accented the American views as a basis for negotiations
or whether those w he found it not posszible to accept as

a basis. None of them has any doubt as to the - your
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dedicacion to peace - your sincereity and your commlttment to peace and to the

security of Isracl. We are grateful to you Mr. Presideni; and we are grateful ro

the American people for the gencrous ald that has always been rendering to my

people and that felling of gratitude Is what I wanted te express to you Mr,

President.
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(}here was a wire item from Israel which talked about

development of bates for missiles in Syria: I believe spacific

reference was mads to the SA-5. we're aware of the reports :

regarding the missiles. and obviously we regret any measure .
from either side in the Arab-Israel conflict that would heighten
the risk of conflict in the region. I am referring to preas
reports. I will not go beyond the statement.

Hypothetically, if Soviet technicians or missile cruise were
deployed, this would not be helpful.

fhe Press reports are referring to missile construction and °
missile bases in Syria. It is not pessible to get into conf-
irmation or nonconfirmaticn for this would have to be baaad
upon intelligence information which we will not addreses from
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STATE DEPARTMENT BRIEFING JANUARY 4, 1983

ALAN ROMBERG IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS POSED 1:

SYRIAN MISSILES:

There was a wire item from Israel which talked about . ,'
development of bases for missiles in Syria; I believe specific
reference was made to the SA-5. We're aware of the reports
regarding the missiles. and obviocusly we regret any measure

from either side in the Arab-Israel conflict that would heighten -
the risk of conflict in the region. I am referring to press
reports. I will not go beyond the statement.

Hypothetically, if Soviet technicians or missile cruise were
deployed, this would not be helpful.

The Press reports are referring to missile construction and

missile bases in Syria. It is not possible to get into conf-
irmation or nonconfirmation for this would have to be based

upon intelligence information which we will not address from
here,

COMMENT IN REFERENCE TO A REPORT FROM ISRAEL THAT KATUSHA ‘
ROCKETS WERE ALMED AT THE NEGOTIATIONS SITE: i

No, I have nothing on it. I did see one report.

REPORT THAT THE LABOR PARTY IN ISRAEL IS ENCOURAGING SETTLEMENT
ACTIVITY ON THE WEST BANK:

I have not seen the report. Our position on settlements in the
West Bank is quite well known. {

NAVON - SHULTZ MEETING:

President Navon and Secretary Shultz met this morning for
one half houx. They held a discussion on issues of mutual
interest. It was a good discussion = but I have nothing
special to report to you.

INQUIRY AS TO OSTENSIBLE SPECIAL TREATMENT OR ACCORD AFFOIILED
NAVOHN :

Fefer to second page .
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No. I believe we discussed this yesterday. This description and
treatment of President Naven is standard for this type of

visit. This sort of thing happens when someone like the President’
is not on a state visit but is a guest of the U.S. while he

is in Washington. Nothing particularly unusual about it. There
was a flury here yesterday, and frankly I do not quite

understand it.

STATUS OF JORDANANIAN ARMS REQUEST:

No change in status.

ALLEGED ISRAEL COMMUNIQUE SENT OBJECTING POSSIBLE JORDANIAN

ABRME REQUEST:

T have nothing on it. I have seen press reports of objections
but I will not go into the question of discussions of diplomatic °
channels.

I am not aware of attempts to lobby with congressmen on this
ipnua.

ALLEGED REQUEST SENT BY CONC. GEORGE CROCKETT TO REP. BLOCKEY
ON DEC. 7, IN REFERENCE TO U.S. CULPABILITY IN THE BEIRUT
MASSACRE:

I am not aware of this specific reguest. Qur position in terms
of what we knew or didn't has been expressed many times on
record and background meetings by top Senior officials and
the Secretary.

COMMENT I REFERENCE TO U.S. POSITION ON PLO = BRITAIN
DISPUTE:

No comment.
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Arens ° It js our clear impression that you are not ancourajina the

Lebanese to proceed with normalization. Me see it as an inteoral part

of the security provisions and a necessary step for withdrawal.

lle don't want to have a situation whereby the PLO could return;
to prevent that we need open political arrangerients and not just
technical talks. -

It is hqever clear from my talks with Deputy Sec. and from the
protocols of the meetings of the Lebanese talks that the U.S. is not
encouraging Lebancn. If we obtain normalization it will only be now.

The impression we get is that the U.S. is in fact discouraning.it

Qur impression is also that you are not p@ling pressure on

Egypt to resume normal relations. Full normalization only lasted while

our troops were still in Sinai. The Egypian Enbassador to Israel is

* sti1l in Cairo, but there is no U.S. pressure on Egypt.

Sec : We did approach the Egyptians. As to normalization with the
Lebanese, you know our position but I will raise it again with the
secretary.

Arens : Orie further item I would like to raise is the renewal of the

UNIFIL mandste. In our opinion UNIFIL is anachronistic and a
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destabilizing elenent. They have had contacts with PLD and reached agregents

with them.

Sec : We disaagree on UNIFIL but I'11 bring it up with the Sec. liowever

if you remove U.il. presence you are left only with tae MdF.

Arens : He do not intend to have UUIFIL in the security zone, our
impression was you aqgreed with us on that. Ve did not object to them
being north of the zone.

Sec : We don't went to have to start from scratch.! suspect we are going

+t0 have to disaqree on the UNIFIL mandate.
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Meeting between Ambassador Arens and Deputy Secretary Eagleburger

Monday, January 2, 1983
10:30 a.m. :

PRESENT: Ambassador Arens, Sec. Eagleburger, Palmer, Rickert, R, Raphael,

B. ﬁhﬁ.. R. Sabel

-----------------------------------------

ARENS: Stated that he had come to discuss the Romanian

.................................

Em:gration Law

in view of the Secretary's trip to Romania, in reply to the Secretary's

question the Ambassador said that Romania had no special agreement with

Israel, although they had attempted to negotiate ane.

was reached Israel favors applying pressure.

Since no agreement

SECRETARY: From reading cable traffic 1 see the Romanians are expecting

a money package. I intend to call in the Ambassador and tell them in

advance that I worlt agree to such a package.

I'11 be telling them simply

that they won't get the MFN through Congress if the Law is applied.

I am afraid that the end result may be that you and FRG won't get

your emigrants and Romania won't get MFN, but I see no way out.

Ceausesco wrote to us complaining that we are interfering in

internal Romanian affairs.

| intend to state that I am speaking not only of Jewish emigrants

and special arrangements won't help them so long as Congress sees the

Law still in force.
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ARENS: In reply to the Secretary's question. Israel in Llhe past paid
sums to the Romanians but their new demand is in a different magnitude

and is a tenfold increase.

GOR: _Thei» fallback demand was for some 20-40 thousand dollars per
person. We will be officially rejecting it in a day or so. In reply

to a qdegtinn, the numbers Wereé 171 last month and 1513 total for last
year. They hinted the number could even increase. They are demanding
payment for those who have already left, they threaten to stop emigration

if no agreement is reached. Payment by Israel was indirect.
PALMER: The Germans pay by decreasing interest rates on credit,

SECRETARY: Our economic relations with Romania are not going well and

they have little to expect from MFN.

PALMER: Stopping MFN would decrease trade by 50% that is 200 million
. dollars, in 198) they had a trade balance in their favor of $160 million.
They are looking to us for a number of things, including a nuclear power

plant.

SECRETARY: I don't want to take any step that in any way could harm

any arrangements you have for letting the pecple out.
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ALAN ROMBERG IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS POSED :

STATUS OF LEBANESE - ISRAEL NEGOTIATIONS: .

We understand from the press actually that there has been an announcement
that they will reconvene on Thursday. Obviously we believe that it is
important that the talks move forward as quickly as possible and as an
active participant we will do our best to work with the Lebanese and

the Israelis to complete an agenda for 'the talks and then to make rapid
progress on substunitive issues.

NAVON - REAGAN MEETING:

Please refer your inquiry to the Hhite'Hnuse.

NEWSWEEK ARTICLE WHICH OSTENSIBLY STATES THAT U.5. ADMINISTRATION
OFFICIALS ARE HOPING FOR NAVON TO RESUME THE PDSITIUW OF PRIME MINISTER:

‘We certainly wuuld not get into the quﬂstlﬂn of dnmest1c pulitics in .
Israel. ; ) S

PROTOCOL OF NAVON VISIT: - Tl . ' ®

¥

1 §utnnt think the nature of the visit has changed. It is still an ;
official visit. I am not familiar with the change that you have implied.

HABIB - IN LEBANON TALKS:

1 have no specifics, it is unlikely.

COMMENT 1IN R.]:FERENEE TO THE "ALLEGED MEETING BE'I"i‘."l-.LN EOL#.RS AND SﬂDﬂi-l
HHSSLIN OF TRAQ AS REPGRTED TODAY :

ok “It‘hat lunJ been our pnsatlnn that the acceptance of the right uf Israel
to exist &s .basic to move the peace process forward and we of course
woullwelcome any moves from Israel's neighbors in this direction. As
to characterize the conversation allegedly taken place, I would refer
you to speak with the participants theaselves.

HFIICGP’I‘ER SALE TO Irmqrs (60 ):

. I addressed this last week. I believe that you should check the status of
the sale with the private company. This kind of sale does nor require
licensing and no license has been 1ssuud,
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FROM THE HERITAGE FOUNDATION = WASHINGTON, D.C.

MIDEAST PEACE PROCESS

By Edwin Feulner

Despite the tragic events of the past couple of weeks
— the nssassination of Lebanese President-clect Bashir
Gemayel and two-dozen of his followers, and the brutal
revenge massacre that was carried out in its wake — now
more than ever American policymakers need to exercise
restraint, both in their actions and in their words.

While everybody concedes that Israeli Prime Minister
Menachem Begin is unlikely 1o win a scholarship 1o Miss
Tribble's Charm School and Beauty Academy, the severity
of the personal attacks on him, and the abuse being heaped
on the Israch government are uncalled for.

It's time for everyone President Reagan and
Secretary of State George Shultz included — to back off.

To understand Tsrael and Israeli policy, one must
understand its tortured and brief history. lsrael grew out
of Europe's death camps. It was intended to provide a
refuge for world Jewry. It is wrong to imply, as many
piously do, that the state of Israel, in order to justify its
existence, must adhere to special moral standards we ask
of no one else in the world — not even ourselves.

Before we join in the chorus denouncing Mr. Begin,
we also should remember that Menachem Begin —
sweetheart or not — is one of only two popularly elected
heads of state in the entire region. The others — from
the Saudi crown prince to the Libyan madman — have
never seen an election. Menachem Begin was elected and
subsequently reelected %o his post — and can even be
unelected by a vote of *‘no confidence™ in the lsraeli
Knesset (parliament),

Israel is a constitutional democracy; the other states in
the region, with the exception of Egypt — the only state
at peace with Israel — are run by potentates and strongmen.

What is really behind the criticism of Menachem Begin
is the West's own weakness and feclings of inferiority.
Western leaders resent the fact that Menachemn Begin is
willing to back up his words with might. They resent the
fact that some people on the face of the earth are still willing
— voluntarily — to fight for what they believe in. And
they resent Israel's long string of baulefield successes —
beginning in 1947 and lasting to this day — because we
in the rest of the West no longer seem to have the stomach
for victory. We, and the French before us, proved that
in Southeast Asia.

In other words, it made us feel good — in a patronizing,
paternalistic way — when we thought of lsrael as an
underdog that the United States would someday have to
rescue from the clutches of its nasty Arab neighbors. Isracl
has grown up on us, however; and like the bitter father
who refuses 1o recognize his daughier’s mamiage, many
Americans feel they have to punish this naughty grown-up
child.

What's to become of Isracl?

With or without our help, Israel will survive.
Menachem Begin and his successors will see to that, just
as the leaders of Taiwan and the other so-called pariah
states will ensure their own survival, even if betrayed by
the West.

The road to peace in the Middle East isn't as confusing
as many of the old pros make it out to be. Despite his
gruff-talk and no-nonsense demeanor, Mr. Begin has
shown he is equally up to the challenge of peace as he
is in meeting the challenge of war. What stands in the
way of peace is not Mr. Begin's much-overstated
intransigence, but that of his Arab neighbors.

1) The Arabs must declare an end to the hostilities.
Americans seem to have short memories. But like it or
not, most of the Arab states still consider themselves at
war with Israel. Let them now declare an end to war and
sign a peace treaty with their neighbar,

2) That will require Arab recognition of Isracl. The
peace process can not move forward until the crown prince
of Saudi Arabia, the king of Jordan, and the other heads
of state of the Arab world accept the obvious: Israel is,
Israel always will be.

It's time for the President and Secretary of State to
start twisting Arab arms. The fature of the peace process
rests with them, not Menachem Begin.

{Feulner is President of The Hentage Foundation, a
Washington-based public policy research institute. )
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