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27 October 1972

His Excellency Dr. Anba Basilios,
Coptic Orthodox Archbishop of

Holy 8ee of Jerusalem and t:zﬂ_ﬁr East,
P.O. Box 14006, :
Jerusalem.

Your Excellency,

I am instructed by the Prime Minister
to confirm receipt of your recent letter, post-marked
5 October 1972.

Your letter has been tremmmitted to
the Minister of Justice. [ understand that the
Ministry's Director General will be communicating
with you shortly in the matter.

Yours respectfully,

M. Amon

(unmarked) Eli Mizrachi, Prime Minlster's Bureau
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2 STATE OF ISRAEL
0
PI Ministry of Religious Affsirs

Department for Christian Commtinitiea

Jerusalem,Tiahrl 30,5733
October 8,1972

ref.m0. 29/1/13b

HeExcs Nr. Anba Basilius,
Coptic Orthodox Archbishop,
Coptic Orthedox Patriarchate,
Jerusalsm, 01d City.

Your Excellsncy,

In reply to your telsgram and your letter of October
5,1972, addressed to H. Sxv. the Miniater of Religious Affairs ( copy
to myself ), I have the honour to inform you, that the repairs to be
carried out concern the roof on 1 and not the interior of
the two Chapels of 5t.Michael and the Four Bodilsss living Creatures.

The roof is ander the control of the Gresk-lrthodox
Patriarchate Lghe Cust) end the said Patrisrchate = scecording to the

3tatus Quo = will take away and replace ths slabs of the roof,

It is common knowladge that the necessary repeirs to

Holy Places, coming mmkk under the 'Status Quo', are carried out by the

=

Department of Public Works, I therefore ses no reason for Your Excellsncy's

mrotesta,

(3gd) Dr. P. Colbi

Director of the Department
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Her Excellency ,
The Prime Minister , Mrs. Golda Meir ,
Jerusalem , .

A
Your Excellency ,
B
In reference to Your Excellency's letter dated 27th of
July 1972 , written in answer to our letter addressed to Your Excellency
on 17 ,July 1972 concerning our forcely usurped Holy Places in our Coptic
Monastry Deir El-Sultan , Jerusalem .

May we submit to Your Excellency the following :-

1= The Ministerial Committe formed on 28/3/1971 , of the Minister of Justice
Cheirman, the Minister of Foreign Affairs , Police and Religious Affairsf)
had held two meetings only. The first on 31/3/1971 and the second on
8/6/1971 . The Minister of Justice had declared at the end of both meetigys
that the committee will very soon submit its recommendations ,but the

committee had remained for long months before the Chairman ,the Hinister.f
Justice resigned from his post without fulfilling its promise.

2— We believe that the matter does not need all this long time, The matter
is quite clear as there are Churches that had been forcely usurped last
Easter Eve on 25/4/1970 . What is required is the restitution of these

usurped Holy Places to their rightful owners , in order to achieve Justice
and to keep the Status Quo which these Holy Places are subject to ., And to

keep the promises made by the Israeli Government on its entering the 0ld

City of Jerusalem that it will keep and protect the Status Quo in the Holy
Places, It is clear that the Israseli Government had seen that these forcely

usurped Holy Places and Churches have been in our hands for long years till
the Bwve of 25/4/1970 , when these were forcely usurped as we have mentioned,

il/’l
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5= In addition to this the High Court of Justice had investigated in the
matter and issued its decisipn on 16/3/1971 condemning thie aggression and
atated that it is against public order and security, and has clearly explain-
ed without any room for suspect that these Holy Places are our Holy Plnceu.
and have been in our hands alone till they were forcely usurped on 25/4/1970.
What more does the committee want ? .

4~ The Ministerial Committee as well as the Preeident and members of the .
High Court of Justice have vieited our usurped Holy Places and Churches and
have seen the Coptic imscriptions and decorations on the Holy Iconostasises
of these Churches which proved to them that these churches have been in our
hands for hundreds of years as the date.s inscribed on the Iconostssises of
these churches point to.

5= Inspite of all this, His Excellency the Minister of Justice Mr. Y.S.

Shapiro has returned to hies office since = long period yet the Ministerial
Committee has done nmothing to restore to us our forcely usurped Holy Places.

6~ Hereby, we would like to make clear that as the Government has not done ]
ite duty to restore our usurped Holy Places although this long period has
passed since our Holy Places have been usurped on 25/4/1970 , and since the.
Ministerial Committee mentioned in your last letter was formed on 28/3/1971
and until now is clearly slighting and insulting in regard to the maintenance
and protection of the Status Quo in the Holy Places which the Government
since the very firet moment has promised to protect and safeguard, as we have
mentioned above. As well it stire a lot of suspect concerning the intention
of the Government in regard to the Christian Holy Places on the whole and
particularly in regard to our Holy Places., A matter we do not accept neither

does the Government .

T- We have explained in our previous letters that as a result of the usurp-

ation of our Holy Places, our religious services and prayers have been

!./I
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delayed in these churches until now, yet the Government has done nothing.

Hereby , we insiet that our Holy Places and forcely usurped uhurchu.
be restored to us urgently , in execution of the decision of the High Court
of Justice , Jerusalem No 109/70 , dated 16/3/1971, in order to protect(@
and safeguard the Status Quo and to achieve Justice which we believe tha‘b
it ie most necessary that the Government should protect and keep.

Awaiting Your Excellency's reply .

With our respects . 3
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27 July 1972

His Excellency

Dr. Anba Basilios,

Coptle Orthodox Archbiship
of the Holy See of Jerusalem
and the Near East,

P.O. B, 4006,

Jerusalem.

Your Excellency, _/

{ am instructed by the Prime Minister to confirm
receipt of your letter of July 17, 1972,

pe Your Excellency is probably aware, the Minister .
of Justice, Mr, Y. S. Shapiro, who had served as Chalrman
of the Ministerial Cominittee dealing with the dispute between
the Coptic Orthodox community and the Ethiopien Orthodox
community, subshbitted his resignation. His successor has
not yet been appointed.

#s should be readily understood, Minister Shapiro's
resignation has caused an unavoidable postponement In the
deliberations of the Ministerial Committee.

We shall certainly see to it that the matter be
brought to the attention of the new Minister of Justice,
immediately upon his appolntment, 80 that the Ministerial
Committee's delibarations could be resumed.

Yours respectfully, .

Michael Artﬂu"'
P&

cc. (unmarked) r”.
Meir Shamgar
+ Eli Mizrachi



27 July 1972

His Excellency C‘
Dr, Anba Basilios, ¢
Coptle Orthodox Archbiship ’ }
of the Holy See of Jerusalem
and the Near East, “/b
P.O. B. 4006, j(
Jerusalem.

Your Excelliency,

| am instructed by the Prime Minister to conlirm
receipt of your letter of July 17, 1972,

As Your Excellency 1s probably aware, the Minister
of Justice, Mr, Y. S. Shapiro, who had served 28 Chalrman
of the Ministerial Committee dealing with the dispute between
the Coptic Orthodox community and the Ethioplan Orthodox
community, sulsbitted his resignation. His successor has
not yet been appointed.

As should be readlly understood, Minister Shapiro's
resignation has caused an unavoldable postponement in the
deliberations of the Ministerlal Committes.

We shall certainly see to it that the matter be
brought to the attentlon of the new Minister of Justice,

immediately upon his appointment, so that the Minlsterial
Committee's deliberations could be resumed,

Yours respectfully,

Michael Arnon

cc, (unmarked)
Meir Shamgar
Ell Migrachi
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17/7/1972 ,

Her Excellency ,
The Prime Minister , Mrs, Golda Meir ,
Jerusalem , Y

Your Excellency ,
In refernce to the previous several letters sent to

you of which the last one was on 16/3/1972 , in which we attached a copy
of our letter to the Minister of Justice concerning our usurped Holy
Places and Churches in our Coptic Monastry Deir-El-Sultan ,Jerusalem,

As well,we refer to the reply of the secretary to the Govern-
nent semt to us on 23/3/1972 , mentioning that Your Excellency have
transfered the letter to the Minister of Justice and that he will soon
write to us. ™

Herein , we again mention that until now we have received no
answer in this concern inspite of the long pafiod that has passed .

We have previously informed you in our previous letters that
the usurpation of our Holy Places by force on Easter Eve 25/4/1970 which
was condemned by the High Court of Justice in ite decision No. 109/70 ,
dated 16/3/1971 , in which it stated that this eggreselon is against
gpecurity and Public Order , the like of which has never happened in the
history of the Holy Flaces . The authorities should have kept and protect-
ed order and should prevent the esggression espeoially in the Holy FPlaces,
as this is conmsidered of its most necessary duties towards the Holy Places
in order to keep and protect the Status Quo . '

To day , we again repeat that the unrestituting of our forcely
usurped Holy Places %o us until now is a matter that contradicts with
the simplest principles of Justice , as well opposes what the Govermment
always declares that 1% allows the liberty of worship ,as this unjust

‘I‘/.
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17/1/1972 »

Her Excellency ,
The Prime Minister , Mrs, Golda Meir ,
Jerusalen , =

Your Excellency ,
In refernce to the previous several letters sent to
you of which the last one was on 16/3/1972 , in which we attached a copy

of our letter to the Minister of Justice concerning our usurped Holy
Places and Churches in our Coptic Monastry Deir-El-Sultan ,Jerusalem,

As well,we refer to the reply of the secretary to the Govern-
nent sent to us on 23/3/1972 ', mentioning that Your Bxcellency have
transfered the letter to the Minister of Justice and that he will soon
write to us. ™

Herein , we sgain mention that until now we have received no
answer in this concern imnspite of the long period that has passed .

We have previously informed you in our previous letters that
the usurpation of our Holy Places by force on Easter Bve 25/4/1970 which
was condemned by the High Oourt of Justice in ite declsion No., 109/70 ,
dated 16/3/1971 , in which it stated that this aggression 1s against
security and Public Order , the like of which has never happened in the
nistory of the Holy Places . The authorities should have kept and protect-
ed order and should prevent the eggression especially in the Holy Places,
as this is coneidered of its most necessary duties towards the Holy Places
in order to keep and protect the Status Quo .

To day , we again repea%t that the unrestituting of our forcely
usurped Holy Places to us until now is a matter that contradicts with
the simplest principles of Justice , as well opposes what the Government
alwaye declares that it allows the liberty of worship ,as this unjust

I.)'"I
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Jerusalem, 2 July 1972

His Beatitude
Benedlctos ,
Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem.

Your Beatitude,

1 heredby acknowledge receipt of your letter
of June 23rd, 1972.

The competent authorities and the police
have been informed as requested.

Please accept the assurance of my esteem
and conslderation.

Yours sincerely,

\L,L;' t-( [{ { [ A<
i3 ] Allon
“ hcting Prime Minister
and Minister of Justice
Cophes: Minister of Police
Attorney General

District Commissioner, Jerusalem.
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23 March 1972

His Excellency Dr, Anba Baslillos,
Coptic Orthodax Archblshop of the
Haly See of Jerusalem and the Near East,
P.O. Box 4006,
Jerusalem.

Your Excellency,

I am (nstructed by the Prime Minlster .
to conflitm receipt of your letter of 16 March 1972 and the
enclosed copy of your letter of the same depe to the
Minister of Justice.

The Minister of Justice will, of course,
reply to you directly. !n the meantime, | am forwarding
-oples of your communication to the members of the
Ministerial! Committee appolnted by the Government BD order to
deal with the dispute between the Coptic Orthodox
community and the Ethioplan Orthodox community.

Yours respectfully,

M. Arnon .
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Ber Exccllency ,

The Prime Uinister Mre. Geolda Meir ,

Jerucalem ,

Your txcelleney ,

a VA

ik

-16/3/1972 ,

In reference te our ceveral letters and cables asddreesed

te Your Excelleney ceocncerning the aggreceisn on our Hely Placee ,on Egstier

Eve 25/4/197Q , in

restitutien of the gaid Nenasiry te us.
Inspite of the deeicien of the High Court eof Justice

en 16/3/1971, cendemning thies aggression and ordering the restitutien o

eur Ceptic Monastry Deir-El-Sultan , asking fer the

r 3
4

eur usurped Hely Yleces , gnd although & whele year has paseed eince the .
gaid decisien and inspite of the fact that the Kinieterisl Committee has

prexised te submit itc

recommendation as soen as pessible

;yet the Gwernme‘ﬂ:

has dene noething until new tewards restering te us these Hely Flaces .

We enclese & copy of the letter csent te His Excelleney

the Minister of Justice ,hoping that our forcely usurped Holy Places will
be restered te us safely and s soon ae pessible ,s50 that we can be gssured
ef the safety of the Hely Places , and se that we can officiaste our Hely

gervices and wership in safety and peace .

Dr.

= i)
Yours Eafthfquly

N

Anbe Bafilivs
Contie Orthedox Archbishep ef

the Haly See of Jeruaalsé and the Negr East

[—
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Hie hxeelleney , 16/¥ 1972 ,

The iinister of Justice ,
Jeruzalem , .

Your Execellency ,

In reference te our neveral letters and eaubles eddrecssed
te you eeking far the restitution of eur foreely usurped Hely Ylauces in
our Ceptic Honestry Deir-El-fultan,Jerurslem, we inferz you ihat until
Awvw yeu heve not restored to ws thece /oly Flacee .

You sre well aware thut what happened on Easter bve
25/4/1970 , the aggression snd the ururpatien of eur liily Flacee by force
ie against the Statur ‘me . It was condenncd by the High Court eof Justice
in 1tc decivion No. 109/70, dated 16/3/1971 , in whieh it etsted thset thi
sgereselon is against Segurity and Public Order . We wers expeacting you ,
after thet , te mct quickly and restere there forcely usurped loly Pleces
te us , ecpecisnlly thaet you have premised st the meeting you held con
B/6/1971, that you would forward your reocnmendation concerning thie
matter as seon ar peseible, but we regret to say that until ncw ,altheugh
& wheie year has paseed since this decieion of the High Court of dustice
wee ivsued nothing hea happened ,

Your delay in restituting our usurped Holy Places teo ue is
& natter that contradiots witn the esimplect principles of Justice and
Beligious Liberty snd ie agaipet the sbove srid decisien of the High Ceurt
of Juetice and ageinet the Status Que in the lfloly Pleces . It cmuses the
hindersnce of eur Heligioue eervices amnd prayers , a matter which opperes
what the Oovernment alwsyez declares that it guarantees the Liberty of

worship end the eafety of the Holy Places .

cu”-
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As you well realize that our leligieus Scrvicee and wership
are £till delayed cince thies unjust eggrescion has taken place en our
Holy Plaoes and till new . A matter , we believe that yeu do net agree t.

Therefere, hereby, we sgain sck yeu te put en end to thie
on eur lisly Places axd the Status Quo in the laly Places , and
Eely Fliacee in order te achieve Justice ,

sggreecsion

ts reatere
protection
High Court

to us eur usurped
of the Status Juo and

the saeaution e

the decicien of the

of Justice ,Jorusalem ,

Awelting your urgent reply .

Yours Faithifully
— )
.-' ’J‘--‘:-'t 4/ -./f" 2

2
Ir. Anba Basilies
Coptic Orthedex Archbishep ef
The Holy Bee of Jerusalefm and the Near Earct .
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Her Excellency , 22/11/1971 ,

The Prime Minister, Mrs. Yolda Meir ,

Jerusalem ,

Your Excellency , .

In reference to Dr. Colbi's letter No. 29/1/13b , dated
22/11/1971 , which we have just now received , and in which heumentions
that the Government has decided to undertake repairs in the Church of the
Four Bodiless Living Creatures in the Coptic Monastry Deir-El-Sulten ,

although they are well aware that this is against the Status Quo . We inform
you that we do not accept this decision and we cannot agree to any repairs

to be undertaken in the said church by the Governmens.

The said Church ie one of our Coptic Churches in Deir-El-
Sultan which was usurped by force as you well know. The High Court of Justice
in the case No. 109/70, dated 16/3/1971 has decided to restore it to us.
But , instead of restoring it to us the Government had decided to form a
Ministerial Committee to study the matter . And until now the Ministerial .
Committee has not issued any decision .

As well , the said church is a part of the Coptic Holy
Places in Jerusalem and any repairs in it done by the Government will be
considered a violent aggression and tresspass on our Holy Places.

There are very ancient Holy Coptic Antiquities in the said

Church , on the walle and the ceiling are Coptic inscriptions and decorat-
jons which clearly speak for themselves that this Church is a Coptic Church.

And we know that the repaire you pretend , means the covering and washing
away of these Holy ancient antiguities and signs. A matter which will never
never be accepted .

No other preceeding Government has ever undertaken any
repairs whatever in the said Church, Your going out of this situation is
conegidered a violent aggression on the Holy Places and the Status Quo .

We are greatly astonished that the Government thinks to undertake

oo/
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repairs in a Holy Place while being well aware before any other that it
is a Coptic Orthodox Church and is our own , and does not thimk of
restoring our Holy Places which were forcely usurped last Easter Eve
25/4/1970 , and of which this Church is one, inspite of all the cables

and the letters we have sent to the Government and the Ministerial
Committee which was formed for this purpose , and which has since a long
period promised to issue its recommendations, but did not do so till now.

Therefore , we agein repeat our rejection for any repairs in the
said Church to be undertaken by the Government . If there are any urgent
repairs,we the owners of this Church must undertake them and not the
Government . )

~

i fjr-.‘lﬂ < L/.‘ ‘

Tours Faithfully

Dr. Anba Basilios
Coptic Urthodox Archbishop of the
Holy See of Jerusalem and the Near East,.
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Jerusaslem, October 20, 1971,

Tour Exoellency,

This letter is in reply to the telegrams vhiech you sent on October
11, 1971 to the Prime Minister, to the Minister of Religious Affairs, to
the Minister of Police and to myself,

Vhen your telegram reached me on October 12, I immedistely requested
Mr, R, Levi, the Deputy Distriet Commissioner for Jerusslem, to visit
the place and report his findings to we, Mr. Levi has reported as follows:

"On my visiting the place, I found that the courtyard of Deir El
Sultan vas clear of all structures and objects which had not been
there previously; and it had its traditional appesrance.”

1 have been informed by the police that om October 11, the
Eighth Day of Solemn Assembly, during the werning, there appeared at
the 014 City Police Station Pather Suleiman el-Antoni of the Coptie
Church, stating that a group of people were erecting a tent in the
courtysrd of Deir el-Sultan, where the Ethiopias Church is situsted, and
were arranging photographie equipment on the site. According to him,
this was done with the consent of the Ethiopisns, without the agreement of
the Coptie Church, and they considered the acti a breach of the "status
quo”. Rav-Pakad Chen vest out to the place and met Nr, Robert Gant,
who explained that he was producing s film en Jerusalem and that he
intended to shoot part of it at Deir el-Sultan, HRav-Pakad Chen then
met you, and you reiterated your objection to mny filming at Deir
el<Sultan and your view of it as a breach of the status quo, since the
permission was unilatersl. The producers were informed accordingly,
they gave up the ides of filming at the location, and the incident was
ihus closed,

I hope the foregoing information furnished to me disposes of the
sourece of your complaint, and would appreciste it ff you would write

me to confirm as much.
)

Jacob 8. Shap
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His Beatitude

Dr. Anba Basllios,

Coptic Orthodox Archbishop of
The Holy See of Jerusalem and
The Near East,

P.O. Box 4006,

Jerusalem.

Your Beatitude,

am instructed by the Prime Minister to confirm
raceipt of your telegram of 12 Ppril 1971.

May | draw your attention to the letter addressed
to Your Beatitude In this matter by the Minister of Justice
on 14 April 1971.

Yours faithfully,

Michael Amon
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HER EXCELLENCY THE FRINE RINISTER MRS, GOLDA MEIR JURUSALEM

STILL ANXIOUSLY AVATTING FOR THE EXNCUTION OF TUE JUDGENENT

OF THE WIGH COURT OF JUSTICE AS ME PREVIOUSLY ASKED,

ONE VHOLZ YEAR OUR HOLY SERVICES, CELEBRATTONS CAKCKLLED
BECAUSE OF THE UNJUST ACGRESSION OF OUR HOLY PLACES AND THR
STATUS QUO; PASSION MERK IS FHRE, A FE¥ DAYS BASTER, WE ARE
AYAITING POR AN INMEDIATE ACTION TO RESTORZ OUR FORCELY USURPED
HOLY PLACES ACCORDING TO THE DECISION OF THR HIGR COUNT,

DR, ANBA BASILIOS COPTIC ORTHODOX ARCHBISHEP OF THE NOLY SER OF
JERUSALEM AND THE NEAR EAST,

12.4-?1.




ARCHBISHOP
OF ETHIOPIAN ORTHODDX CHURCH

PO B 190028 Tel, 82848
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THE COPTIC ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE

OF JERUSALEM & THE NEAR EAST 3
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Excellency , 3/8/1970 ,
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Your Bzcellency ,

4

May we submit the fellowing to Tour Excellency’'s kind

conglderation .

As your Excellency are well sware of the aggressicns that

tock place on our Holy Churches in the Coptic Monastry!of Deir-El-Sultan
on Baster Eve 25th of April 1970. We have written to the CGovernment
several times(copies of which were seht to Your Excellency ) etking them
to intervene and stop these aggressions and ksep the Status Quo in the
said monestry , but in vain .,

New eggressions against the Ststus Quo have taken place in

.

the gald monasiry .

Religious Affeirs , Asking your kind intervention immediately ,To restore

; - - P SRS R s y I~1+ L o g 5
the Status Quo in the said monastry and to protect our Holy Places therein,
go t ght rest assured that our Holy Places are entrusted into
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Holy See of Jerusalem and the Near East,
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Her Excellency , 3/8/1970 ,
The Prime Minister Mrs, Golde Meir ,
Jerusalem ,

Your Excellency ,

May we submit the following to Your Excellency's kind
consideration .

As your Excellency are well aware of the aggressions that

tock place on our Holy Churches in the Coptic Monestry of Deir-El-Sultan
on Easter Bve 25th of April 1970, We have written to the Government
gseveral times(copies of which were sent tc Your Excellency ) asking them
to intervene and stop these aggressions and keep the Status Quo in the
said monestry , but in vain ,

New sggreesions against the Status Quo have teken place in .
the said monastry .

Hlerein we enclose a copy of our letter to the Minieter for
Religious Affeirs ., Asking your kind intervention immediately ,to resiore
the Status Quo in the said monastry and to protect our Holy Places therein,

so that we might rest assured that our Holy Places are entrusted into
safe hande .

Yours Faithfully

/_‘“-‘-1'-11. '{_i e

Dr. Anba Bs=zilios
The Cop¥ic Orthodox Archbishop of the
Hulx_See of Jerusalem and the Near East,
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His Bxcellenocy ,
The Minister for Religious Affairs , 31/7/1970 ,
Jerusslem ,

Your Excellency ,

We have noticed lately , that there are Abyesinian
laymen staying and abiding in Deir-Ll-Sulten Coptic Monsetry and acting
a8 guards ., Ae they are not monks ,they have no right to stay there .

This 1= ageinst the Status Quo which states that thosze whom we keep as
mere guests are only Abyssinien monks and not laymen ,

Herein, we attach the statement No. HAM/8/49/(3)/507 ,
dated 20 July 1952 , which essures that such guards ere not allowed to
gtay in our said monastry as it is ageainat the Status Quo .

Therefore , we ask you to undertake the necessary procedure
to turn theee laymen out of the =aid monastry , in order to keep the
Status Quo in the Holy Flaeces, 3

nurlhy, we write with grest rezret that you do not care to

keep the Status Quo in the Holy Places., Many a time did we write to you
ooncerning the sggrecsions that took place againet the Status Quo in the
sald monastry . We esked you to stop immediately these aggressions, but
in vain,elthough,everytime we have sent photocopies of the decisions of
the previous governments in this conoern which prevents such mggreseions
against the Status Quo, We can find no explanation to suoh treatment.

Unce egein , we ask you to protect and keep the Statue Quo,
and to undertake immediately all thet ie necessary to carry out the

keeping of the Status Quo in the said monastry .

Inu.ra Eaithfully

B :1.,3_. {._f**'
Dr.“Ihbn Baeilios

Coptie ﬂrthado: Archbishop of the
Holy See of Jerusalenm and the Neer Eesst ,
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Her Excellency , 9/5 /1979,

The Prime Minister eof Israel ,Mrs., Gelda Meir ,
Jerusalem ,

Your Excellency ,

“

May I kindly submit the fellewing te Yeur Excellency's
kind censideratien .

Ae Your Excellency are well aware ,and we have previeusly
informed you by eur letter dated 29/4/1970,0f the unjust aggressien
eon our Hely Menastry Deir-El- Sulten .

We have slse refered te our cables and letters te their
Excellencies the Ministers fer Beligious Affairs and of Pelice . As well

we have attached cepies of our cerrespendence with the gaid Ministers ,
end phetegraphs of eur Hely Churches and their Hely contents ,mentiening
te Your Bxcellency that we hold them completely responsible fer any

less , damsge er changes that might happen te eur usurped Holy Churches
end Hely ebjects therein . .

On the 4th of May we received a letter from Dr, Celbi ,
herein we attach a pketecepy ef his letter, as well a cepy ef our reply .

When we heve written te Yeur Bxcellency en the 29/4/1970,

we had grest hepe te see our usurped Hely Pleces restered to us immed-
iately by your kind interventien Jhaving full cenfidence that Your
Excellency weuld want and grestly cere for the protection eof the Hely

Places and the keeping ef the Status Que .

We still hope that immediate affirmative actien weuld be
taken in order te keep the Status Que, and to restere our Hely FPlaces,
gse that all might feel and perceive peace and justice in the Hely Places.

> A A -
Dy, Anba Basilies

Ceptic Orthedex Archbishep ef
The Holy See of Jerusalem & the Near East,

J/'Tm Yours Faithfully
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His Excellency , 9/5/1970 ,
The ¥inister for “eligious Affairs ,

The Minmister of Felice ,

Jerusalem ,

jo

Tour kxocellency , »

in referesnce te ir, Uolbi's letter, No, 29/1/13/b , dated
4th of Muy 1570 , we reply as follows :-

1= We strongly insist that pelice ferces were invelved in the changing eof
the lecks of Deir 51 Sultan Convent. Ve have hundreds of witnesses who
csme with ws when we left the Church of the Holy Sepulchre ,Zmeter Eve ,
en hearing of the changing of ihe lecke. They sll caw the armed forces
barring the way teo Jelir-il-Sultsn and preventing us te enter. Ve had to
g0 te sur Fatriarchate threugh the streete followed by the armed forces
aiming their guns at us , till we entered our Patrisrchate , besides the
Copts, thers were many ,meny others from other communities .

2= The law of the Holy Flaces ie very well known te you as well to the .
Israell Goevernment and especially to the Hinister of Felice .

ihe Israeli law of the lely flaces 1967 impeses very severe punich-
ment on persens infringing the rights or harming people in connection with
their Hely Fleces .

This law says expreeely that the Minieter for Heligious Affaire ie

reeponsible for the execution of this law, 1 am sure ag well that the Police
forces are revponeible and should care for the preventien of the crimes,

Now would you kindly inform me how csn you say that changing of locks
and throwing out s community out of ite Hely Flaces ies an internal metter
between churchee, If twe people ere killing each other would the police
say that thies is en internel matter Dbetween themselves ? If your claim is
based on truth why didn't the hundrede of pelicemen on the reef of Deir-
El- Sultan,whe esaw everything inecluding the changing of the leocke didn't

stop the aggression and prevent the crime ? Why did the armed pelice Torces

prehibit the members of the Coptic Community to enter inte their Holy

Place®s and put back the locks ¥ /
asafw
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J= After the six day were, ir, Thelman from the United Notions ceme to me
in our Fatrisrchate in erder to inquire if our Zatrisrchate waes satisfied
with the Israeli way of kepping and guarding our Hely Flaces. With Nr.
Thelmen came & “4gh Ufficisl of the lsrseli Government . He said im the
presence of Nr. Thalman that the lerseli Government shall do its best teo
keep the Status Que snd to guard the Holy FPleces. When I was asked by Mr, .
Tthelmsn sbout the situstion I eaid that I hed ne compleint and thet my enly
vish wae to keep and guard the Status Que in the Holy Flaces, I said it
becnuse 1 believed te the promize of the lsreeli Officiel . New our Hely
Flucee are taken from ue by ferce and you refused to interfere and te help
us to keep the Status Que by eaying that it is sn internal matter and that
it ie & matter of subjudice , where are then the fulfilments of the premises
and the obligation to keep the law and the Status Que ?

4= You ssy thet the Government beare ne responsibility feor the cafe guarding
of the ebjectes in our twe lioly Chapels, whore respensibility is it ,if net
the respensibility of the Government whe refuses to fulfil its promises and
te guurd and keep the lawe of the land, We insiet on holding you completely
responsible for any changee, damsge or loes that might befell any of sur .

Hely ebjectes within our twe Coptic Churches , The Pour Bediless ldving
Creaturesz Church ,end 5t, Michels , whoese detalls and phetegraphs have
been sent to you within our letter dated 29/4/1970 .

We are etill heping that the care te pretect the liely Flaces and
the keeping of the Status (ue which is your first meet impertant duty te
keep and pretect ,will move the Minietry for Heligious Affairs end the Mini
try of Folice %o take immediste eteps in exder te restore pemce snd Jjustice
to the Hely Places by keeping the Status Quo .

,___1141:: ithfully
Dr, Anba basilies
Coptic Urthodex Archbizhop of the
Holy See of dorucelem & The Near Hast o
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STATE OF ISRAEL
Ministry of Religious Affairs
Dapartment for Christian Communities

Raf.no. 29/1/13Db

Jerusalem,28 Nisan 5730
4 May 1970

H.E. Dr. Anba Basilios,

Coptie Orthodox Archhishop of Jerusalem,
The Coptie Orthodox Patriarchate,

P.0.B. 19/4006,

Jerusa lam,

Your Excellency,

I have been instructed by Thelr Exeellencies the
Minister of Reliplous Affairs and the Minister of Folice, to reply
to your letters of 29 and 30 April 1970, es followss =

Te Your claim that Government offiecials were in any
way involved in the changing of the locks at Deir
Bl-Sultan, is hereby strongly rejected.

2e The Goverhment regards the matter as an internal
one between the Coptic and Ethiopian Churches,

3. As the Coptie Church has applied to the Supreme
Court in the above-mentioned matter, the Govern-
ment is unable to deal with the affair until the
tormination of the legal proceedings.

be Your assertion is hereby rejected that the
Govermment bears responsability for the safe-
guarding of the cbjects loceted in the two Chapels
under dispute, Neverthelsss, the police will
readily comply with any requesst regarding the
maintensnce of order at the sits,

Respectfully yours,

(Sgd) Dr.FeColbd
Director of the Department
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Yery Urgent 29/4/1970 ,

——— ——— — -

His Execellency ,
The ilimister for Rellgious Affaire , Jerusalem ,
The Minister of Police , Jerusalem ,

A

Your Bxcellency ,

May we submit the following to your kind conaideration ,

1= We have sent you & cable dated 26/4/1970 , concerning the aggression on
our lionastry Deir-Fl-Sultan , we ask=4d you to intervene immedistely to
etop this asggreesion, to keep the Status Quo and to restore the keys of
the pnecage and our two Coptic Churches . But until now , we A14 not
regeive any snswer, slthourh the matter ie very perious and urgent,and
does not bear eny delay . Thir place is ae sscred te nr #n the Weiling
Wall to you , Yhat would the Jews have done if the Wailing Vall had NHesn
wsurped , Would they keep eilent 7

Unce more, we sgain ask you tc intervenme end etop this
™) excecsive aggression on cur Holy Places and restore immedistely and
without delay , the keys of the psssage end the twe Coptic Churches .

2= To day we have noticed a 2mall tent in the emstern corner of the
eourtyserd in leir 21 Sultan behind the Doom . As thies ie against the
Status Quo , we ask you to remove it immediately .

2= 4 numbey of policemen avre still in the monectry , although the feaszte
and celebrations have ended, and it has never been the custom for =

police to stay in the monastry ,how osn you explein their existance in
such a perpetusl way .

We mgk you to withdraw at once all the policemen from the
monastry .

4~ Hereby ,we inform you officislly that there are in our twe Ceptie
Churches that of the Four Living Bodiless Creatures , St, Michels and

St., Mary's cleset, Holy diconovetmeises made of wood in laid with ivery
IIK.
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29/4/1970 ,
Her Excellsncy .

e — ]

Tha Prime Minister of Isrsel , Mrs, Golda Meir ,
Jerusalem ,

Your Excellency ,

May we submit the follewing to Your Excellency's kind ‘.
cor.ideration .

Certainly , Your Excellency have heard of the unjust
sggreselon on our Holy Plscee ,that took place at midnight on Eastar
Bve ,the25th of April 1970 ,when the police cranged the locks of the
gates of our Hely Churches ewd passage in our Coptic Monsstry of Deir-
Bl- Sultan., An sction the like of which has never,never been domne before
in the Holy FPlaces .

On the 2fth April 1970 , we cabled the liinister for
Religious Affairs and of Police , end agked them to intervene and step
this mgegression immedistely , until now we received no snewer, This
greatly astonished us , eni made us uncemfortable abeut the safety of ’
cur Holy Places .

Hereby p we encloes cepies of the cable mentioned aheve
and @ copy of the letter we have sent to day to the Minister for Religious
effairs and the Minister of Policep enclosing 15 photocopies of our Holy
objects in our Churches holding them responcible in the emse of any
changee or damage or loss thel might befell any of these Holy objecte .
Repesting cur demend fer their intervention to remeove this aggression
and te restore everything asccerding te The Status Quo .

The matter is seriocusly urgent ,we ask your immediate

5 Plreas of tH
jntervention to save from sggression the Holy Plreas of the Coptic

- rest assu at their Holy o wi
Oommunity. Se that everyone might rest ascsured that their Holj Plnfa 11
alwaye bhe protected from any herm end ere entrieted ints safe hends ,

W -

ours Faithfull,
r"”g : p v
— 15 A R T A

> Dr, Anta Baegilies
Coptic Orthedox Arehbishop of the

Holy Sae of Jefusalem & The Near Bast.
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