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c/o Dror Zeigerman

Israeli General Consulate
180 Bloor’sSt. W., #700
Toronto, Ont.

M5SS 2Ve

Dear Prime Minister Rabin,

On behalf of the Holocaust Remembrance Committee of the
Jewish Federation of Greater Toronto, we would like to
thank you for your sincere support on the occasion of the
50th Anniversary of Liberation and Holocaust Remembrance.
Your greetings were place in our 50th Anniversary
Remembrance Book. We are very proud of this book which is
now an archival document, and due to its invaluable
information has been placed in school libraries as well
as in the Washington Holocaust Museum.

We are committed to the advancement of public awareness
of the Holocaust and it’s lessons. We hope that the
painful memories of the past will serve as examples of
how racism, prejudice and discrimination can lead to evil
and destruction.

Our legacy is to remember the past, and to educate others
Lo respect and value all human beings, thus enabling us
to ensure a better future for ourselves as well as for
future generations.

Together, we can make a difference to eradicate racism
and bigotry.

Thank you once again for your invaluable message.

Yogﬁﬁ truly,
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“Hindy “Zeifman-Stegman Paula Kerbel Shvili

Co-chairperson Co-Chairperson
Souvenir Remembrance Book

SERVING THE COMMUNITY THROUGH THESE SUBCOMMITTEES:
Child Survivor - Christian Outreach - Education - Education and Memorial Centre of Toronto - Education Week
Gemeration to Generation - Membership - Oral History - Public Relations - Yom Hashoah - Youth for Youth
Special Services in association with Jewish Family & Child Service

4600 BATHURST STREET, WILLOWDALE, ONTARIO, CANADA M2R 3V2 TELEFHONE: (416) 635-2883 EXT. 153

FAX: (416) 635-0925
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Address by
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
at a Ceremony Dedicating the
Dr. Helmut Kohl
Institute of European Studies
in honor of the
Chancellor of the
Federal Republic of Germany
Dr. Helmut Kohl
at the Hebrew University
Jerusalem, June 8, 1995

Mr. Chancellor of the
Federal Republic of Germany
Dr. Helmut Kohl,

President of the University,
Rector of the University,
Professors,

Students,

Yesterday, twenty-eight years ago, our paratroopers touched the stones
of the Western Wall and gave the State of Israel and the Jewish people
their most moving and emotional moments: those places which had for
thousands of years been sacred to Judaism, were returned to Jewish
hands.

We returned to the Old City, to the pathways of our heritage; we broke
down the walls which spanned the history of the Jewish people, we also
returned to the place where we are now standing, to Mount Scopus, the
site of the Hebrew University.

For nineteen years the benches of the University collected dust, the
buildings were barren; no one taught from the lecterns. For nineteen
years this hill was isolated, void of teachers and students, - until it
returned to what it had once been - a place of Jewish and Israeli higher
learning, a place of wisdom and knowledge.

I told Chancellor Kohl vyesterday and the day before that his visit here
opens yet another page in the history of the relations between Germany
and Israel - but we are not permitted to nor do we want to forget the
terrible past. On the contrary, in these days as the entire world
commemorates fifty years since the end of World War 2 and victory over
the Nazis, wounds which have never fully healed, have once again
reopened. Never has the world known anything more dreadful than the
Holocaust.




The Holocaust is part of the private biography of each and everyone of
us - even if we were not personally present in that hell; I will never
stop reflecting on the great loss of the Jewish people. Of the doctors
who went up in the flames of the crematoria, the rabbis who went to
their deaths, the professors who faced the firing squads, the children
who were murdered. How many Einsteins were slaughtered? How many Sigmund
Freuds were killed? How many Yesha Hefetz and Yehudi Menuhins did we
lose? How much potential for the Jewish people was lost to us and to
mankind?

Our memories are bitter. But we have also known days before the
Holocaust. And those were days of flourishing and days of culture. We
share a common history which dates back over a millennia. One only needs
to open any history book to discover such names as Moses Mendelssohn,
Gustav Mahler, Karl Marx, Albert Einstein - they were all Jews, but they
were also children of Germany, whose contribution enriched the entire
humanity, not only the Jews.

The contribution of the Jews from Germany over generations was for the
entire world. Their contribution to Israel and the Jewish State during
the last generations was particularly important; most of the cultural
life during the days which preceded the establishment of the State of
Israel, science, education, originated from German sources. A large
proportion of the heads of this University and its professors are of
German descent. One cannot imagine the creation of the State of Israel
without the German Jews: the doctors, industrialists, judges, bankers,
moshavim and kibbutzim, and all those who contributed to its
development.

Mr. Chancellor,

The University, in both our countries, is the kingdom of the youth. It
is the house of the future generation - tomorrow's  scientists,
tomorrow's doctors, actors, professors, in whose hands rests your future
and ours.

Mr. Chancellor,

I would like to draw your attention once more to the youth whose
doctrines might bring disaster to the world. These are the youth who
constitute an  extremist threat, whose roots are in Iran - and it
threatens the peace in the Middle East and peace in Europe and the
entire world.




There are the youth within Europe, also in your country, who are joining
a new wave of fascism and neo-nazism; grave cancerous diseases which we
believed had disappeared from this world.

I repeat what I have previously said, Mr. Chancellor, that your country
plays a central role in the attempt to stop the spread of extreme
fundamentalism, which shows no mercy - and your country also plays a
central role in the effort to eradicate neo-nazism and fascism.

We here, from our home in Israel, follow with wonder the reunification
of your country. The walls which you have broken down, the barbed wire
fences which you have torn down, the minefields which you have cleared,
are examples of what might happen and what should happen here in the
Middle East.

Mr. Chancellor,

Your visit here takes place at an historic moment - peace is at the
gate, and we are aware of its urgency and its necessity. Your country
too has contributed to the establishing of peace and its advancement,
and for that please accept the gratitude of every Israchi child - the
child for whom we are making peace.

My thanks also to the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, who honored you
today.

My hearty congratulations to you, Mr. Chancellor, on your being honored
by having the Institute of European Studies named after you, and my best
wishes to you for a safe return home.
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Dear Mr. Chairman,

e
3

From Jerusalem. The eternal capital of the Jewish people, 1
extend greetings to all the participants of the annual dinner of the
International and American Societies for Yad Vashem. Please extend
my congratulations to this year's honoree, Nobel Laureate for Peace,
Elie Wiesel.

Through his many books and lectures all over the world Elie Wiesel

; has made an indelible impression on the way millions of us think and

feel about ourselves and our past. His contribution to the awareness

' of the Holocaust has been invaluable and therefore it is only proper .
that Yad Vashem should honour him this evening. Please extend my

personal greetings and good wishes to Mr. Wiesel.

REe——————re T e s Sl

Almost half a century has passed since the end of the Holocaust.
Two generations of young people have grown and matured since the war
and, as we enter the 21st century, a third generation is born. What
will we teach our young people about the Holocaust? How will we
present the memory of this seminal event to those for whom the war
is history not autocbiography?

Yad Vashem, the central Holocaust memorial of the Jewish people,
is addressing the challenges of the Future. They are quickly
progressing towards completion of the first stage of a major expansion
of the historical museum - arguably the most important and most heavily
visited site on the very full Yad Vashem campus.

Plans are in place for the comstruction of an International School
for the Teaching of the Holocaust and its Meaning. In addition, Yad
Vashem is actively incorporating the best of modern technology
particularly computers — into all aspects of their on-going work.

These projects are ambitious but they are truly necessary. I
am confident that now, as in the past, the International and American
Societies for Yad Vashem will rise to the tasks, respond to the needs
and support the vital work of Yad Vashem to the full.

I personally wish this important forum great success in the coming
years.

Sincerely yours,

- Yitzhak Rabin
Prime Minister of the State of Israel
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Dear Prime Minister Rabin:

Hello. Twant to commend you for the extraordinary job you are doing in
general, and in specific for your comments you made recently at Yad
Vashem on the need to gather the oral histories of Holocaust survivors. I
§0 much appreciate your comments.

I am the director of one of the largest Holocaust oral history projects in the
world. Tam very proud of our work. We've just done our 1500th interview
with a holocaust survivor or witness. We' re about to celebrate our 13th
year. We have 800 transcripts. We've helped start projects like ours in 10
countries. You'd be shocked if you knew how few countries actually have

Holocaust oral history projects. (Please tell everyone that they must get
the stories of survivors on tape).

Everyone has their problems: funding has been mine. It's been a Very
difficult project to fund...and it's been a hard project to manage. But
everything is about to change for us. Steven Spielberg has made a
commitment to gather the story of every single remaining survivor. So we
are In a moment of great celebration. It's really a miracle.

I 'would like to ask you for a huge favor. I'm so Sorry to bother you. It
would mean so much to us if you wrote us just a little note.... We've all

P.0. Box 77603 San Froncisco, CA 94107 415/882-7092 FAX 415/882-7095
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worked so hard for so long - it would mean a lot to us just to get a Little
"Keep going" note. I think our fortunes are about to change...but they
haven't changed yet. I've enclosed some material about us. And I thank you
for your beautiful heart

Thank you so much. I hope you are well

I love Israel I am your devoted friend, if you ever need me.

All the best,

Lani Silver
Executive Director

PS5 Last year I brought a group of 50 Japanese American liberators of
Dachau to Israel. Hopefully you read about us. These poor men were part
of the liberating force of Dachau and never talked about it. Then, because
of the great Israeli press - everywhere we went, the men were recognized
and honored. Yad Vashem hung up an exhibit we produced on the
liberation for six months. It was a big thrill for all of us. Thank you.
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