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31 Whitney Ave.
New Haven, CT 06510
June &, 1979

Dear Prime Minister Begin,

As a Jew and a supporter of Israel I am continually distressed to learn

of your government‘'s moves to establish settlements in the West Bank area.
Today's paper tells of the confiscation of Arab-owned land to establish
another one. And a column appears on the editorial page of the Mew York Times
by Anthony Lewis, arguing that you are systematically undermining Sadat, and
damaging your own honor and security by these actlons.

I must say that when I first learned of these settlements several years ago

I reacted strongly. They seemed to me to be long-run pelitical dynamite,

and impossible to justify to the international community. Furthermore,

I could not, and still cannot see what is to be gained by Israel in fostering
these settlements, other than the pacification of biblical extremisis.

We see enough of biblical extremists in Iran to curdle our blood, Should
youallew these settlements at the risk of endangering the entire move toward
peace, and of disgracing Israel in the eyes of its supporters, let alone

its enemles or those who may be neutral. '

The further you go with these plans, the more their lack of wisdom becomes
evident, even glaring. You would have my support, and that of most of the
Jews I know, for discontinuing this movement.

I will not let Israel down. My support will be unflagging. I hope Israel
will not let herself down by agravating her enemies in a terribly minor and
unworthy cause.

Sincarely,

N v

Daniel Larne
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