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Kollek alarmed by secret
plans for Nebi Samwil

Jerusalem Post Reportar

Mayor Teddy Kollek sald last
night that a declsfon had been
made to bufld a “clty" at Nebl
Samwil outside Jerusalem municipal
limits, This would be in addition
to the controversial plan of the
Housing Minlstry to bulld @ maassive
housing development within mu-
nlelpal Umits near Nebl Bamwil,

Speaking at the Municlpal Council
meating, Mr. Kollek sald he had
learned only by chanee of the plans,
which he termed a “grave matter.”

The declsion to build the urban
development he said, came about
after an original idea to bulld a
farm: settlement In the area was
dropped because of the lack of
ndequate agricultural land.

Mr. Kollek sald he was not fa-
miliar with datalls of the plan but
from his remarks it seemed that
the aresa involved stretched from
the mosgue above the reputed grave
of the Prophlet Samuel, or very
close to it, to the municipal boun-
dariea a kilometre to the east Mr,
Kollek sald that if the plan goes
through, the Nebi Bamwil area,
aould Include a population of 70,000
It was oot clear If this flgure In-
cluded the orlginal Housing Minis-
try proposal to build a development
for 60,000 persons near Nebi Sam-
wil or a subsequent minimum figure
of 30,000 suggested by the Ministry.

The Mayor was vague about which
Government bodies had approved the
urban settlement, but he sald after-
wards that Dr. Ra'anan Weitz, head
of the Jewish Agency's Settlement
Department, was involved, Reached
at his home last night, Dr. Weits
declined all comment on the matter,

LOUIS KAHN ASKED
Mr, Kollek disclosed that the
Houslng Ministry invited American
architest Louis Kahn to draw up
the plans’' for the northern slops
of Government House, the side

had come to take a stand agalnst
them.

Mn Benvenistl also objected to

plans for building a Inrge sports

centre with a stadium on a 500-
dunam tract in the wadl between
Government House and Sur Bahir,

Counell Ellexer Honen objected to
the proposed Initlal stage for the
Housing Minlstry's development at
Nebl Samwil. The Ministry plan
calls for bullding 300 units on =
183 dupam tract, part of a firat
stage which will gee B00 units bullt
for some 3,000 residents. (The
overall minlstry plan calls for ac-
rommodating 30,000-40,000 residents
in the area, a downward revision
from the Ministry's original figure of
50,000 but still well above the
4,000-8,000 called for In the Jeru-
salemn master plan.) Mr. Ronen did
not object to heginning construction
in the area on a lmited scale but
he suggested that the four-storey
bulldings proposed for the Initlal
stage be cut to two storles and
spread over twilee the suggested
area, Thizs would both reduce the
density in  accordance with the
master plan and establish an Tsrael
presence over o larger ares, As

desired by the Ministry.

facing the Old Clty. These, he sald, °

would be long range plana.

Btrong protests agalnst the Hous-
ing Minlstry plans for Nebl Samwil
and Goyvernment House were voleed
by other councillors, Objections
centred on the high densities of the
proposed  developments and thelr
offect on the landscape.

Mr. Meron Benovenistl sald that,
sinoe the war, the munlelpality had
felt itself obliged to accept the
rapld construction of a serles of
lipusing development for what go-
vernment  ministries sald were
urgent political reasons. But “these
decisions are destroylng the Image
of the city.” he sald, and a time
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