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of It came stralght from my heart:

“"While our Premler (s fighting &
rearguard sactlon in the fields of
Washington, we would llke to pause
here for & moment and confeas that
we're & lot luckler In Golda than we
deserve. Jusl two vears ago, when
they tock her out of the mothballs, all
of us — Including this here smert guy
— ksked what the hell they meant by
dumping this worn and weary old
battle-axe on a vigorous young na-
tion like oura.

“Nowadave, we get excited just
watching her as ahe stumpa along to
an eirpiane. Her face is lined with
worry, vet she never seems tired.
Apparently she's younger then any
of us. A supernatural phenomenon.
Oddly enough, there's barely a trace
of Mapal about her, except now and
then In the kitchen. She's so strong

she can afford to weep stralght Into

the cameras at a funeral. By now, we
even like her twangy Hebrew and
her frizzy bun. Dear Golda — & love
story.

“It's sald that if she didn"t exist
we'd have to Invent her. As I we
could. As if the wildest Imagination

could Invent & prime minister with a
shopping basket, a flylng grandma.
""She is 73 years old today. She ls
oul there in the front line, facing the
ecowls of & U.8, President and the
synthetle wrath of hls Secretary of
Btate, who don't understand why this
ald lady won'l withdraw to the old
frentlers and go rest among her
grandchildren already.

“We don't envy the President
elther — having to stend up to our
stubborn grandma, One cen't even
yell at her, for God's sake. Bhe may
burst into tears — part ham, part
genuine — and be deeply shocked.
And In fluent English, too. She knows
the score, does our player — pltch,
President and all. There she {8 now,
surrounded by the sharks of the
press corps and the chameleons of the
State Depariment, all walting to
anap. How does she bear up under
this impossible loed? Where doea she
filnd the mental and physlcal
strength at her age? We don't know.
We can just wave to her from afar,
and tell her that we love her.'

One month later, I recelved a brief
reply from Gaolda, as follows:

"My dear,

"1 have only just been shown your
article. When you wrote what you did
about me at the time, T did not take
Issue with you. This time I feel an
urge to say: bless you — not only
because IU's nice to read auch
agreeable things, but oul of respect
for your courage. Naturally I don't
take It for granted that you will
never write other things about me
again, but for now It's nice.

And It wans algned In her childiah
script: *'Golda Melr."

Some LUime later I met her In
Jerusalem at A recepiion for some
VIP, 1 caught sight of her amid a
fiurry of admirers, chaln-smoking as
usual. She beckoned for me to come
over, and amlled at me. 8he had very
sad eves, had Golda, even when she
smiled. Bhe didn'lt say & word, just
shook my hand for & long time.

A fortnight ago when the news
came, there were sudden tears in my
eyes.

EFPHRAIM KISHON

Tronslated by Miriam Adrad,
By arrangement with “Ma ‘artp,
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THE JERUSALEM POST

THE FIFTH PAGE“

Dear Golda...

IT WAS A purely one-aided affalr,
that correspondence; I wrote my
letters to Golda, and she read them
in the paper. I only saw heron TV, or
Eo: & gllmpse of her at some do or
other, but hardly ever came within
handshaking reach of her.

I thought of her as a gruff and grim
Labour leader in the old Leninist
tredition, & chain-smoking Party
pro, speaking for the starving
messes who had nothlng to lose but
their chains. I never swallowed the
“American background'; she was &
Russian Jewess, and that was that.

Then I heard she was {il, and was
retiring, and would join the vast pan-
theon of disillusioned public figures.

And then Levi Eshkol died and the
FParty got Golda out of hoapltal In
order to give themselves a breathing
apell between declalons and Lhe
whole country was In a tizzy. We
were yearning for & young and

charismatic leader who would give
things a bit of a shake-up, but they,
with their characteristic contempt
for public opinion, had gone and
picked us an old Il%

That was 1086, wriler sat
down end wrote & venomous lttle
plece, deliberately couched in
archale language, under the sneer-
ing title: “Changing of the Guard" In
Inverted comman, The bitter words
seemed to write themselves:

“And It eame to pass after the
death of Levl that the children of
Isree! sew their sore affliction and
the many foea arlsing to alay them,
and they said: Oh, that we had an old
and exceedingly weary woman to
relgn over us now, And the Party
wen! and bowed down before the
Woman and sald: We pray thee,
show kindness unto us and save us
from a fearful schiam. And Golda
sald onto them: Forbear, for after I

am waxed old shall 1 have pleasurs?
"And they pressed upon her great-
Iy and aald: Behold, the people love
liu &a a flock that hath no shepherd,
and a public opinion poll hath even
now shown that a full half per cent
desire you as thelr Premler. And
Golda saw that it was good, and she
yielded unto them and was sworn In.
“Now there was a great ch
of the guard In Israel, and instead of
Becond Aliya there came First Aliya
funetionaries, and the children of
Iarael bowed thelr shoulders to bear
and became servants unto the
Elders of Zlon for many days. And
the People was young and wist not
that the skin of lts face shone with
stupidity, selah.* i
That's what I wrote my first
letter to Golda., In matters of
premlership, however, It {sn't jour-
nalists and cther such prattiers who
decide — it's the boss. Golda moved
from her sickbed to the office in
Jerusalem, and we could go drown in
our Inkpota,
In a few days she started talking to
us in her simple, down-to-earth
manner, and In a few weeks she was

talking this way to the world's
staiesmen as well, In half a Year we
really felt pretty stupld: Golda at 71
displayed & tireiess energy, a wholly
new siyle, and ocodles of charisma.
We blinked and stuttered: “Well, all
things considered, maybe she {sn't
that old..."

IN ABOUT a year my consclence
began to act up in & rather nasty
weay. I'd alwaya had this principle of
not golng for Individuals but for prin-
clples, and here I hed poured my
ridicule upon this wonderful woman,
Because by then I found Golda's
simplicity magnificent, her manner
unigue, her personality, endearing,
Two years after her ad hoe appolnt.
ment I found her beautiful, tog.

Fhe dldn’t respond to my article.
Ore day 1 sat down and wrote
another letter to the old lady, She
was Inthe U.8. at the time, on one of
those cccaslons when our oversess
friends played cat and mouse with
us. Thli time, the name of the Eame
was Flantoms: Yes, we'd get them
— no, v& wouldn't. My plece was en-
titled: “A Miracle,” and every word

i
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