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DAN R. FRIEDMAN B"H
2000 BROADWAY #702
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115
415-931-5923

January 28, 1988

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
c/o Consulate General of Israel
220 Bush Street

San Francisco, CA 94104

Dear Prime Minister:

I am writing to inform you of my ungqualified support for
present Israeli policy in Gaza and the West Bank. I am also
writing to tell you I am an Orthodox Jew. These twin facts are
not a coincidence.

The events of the past few weeks must be sobering for you
and many other leading Israelis. Here, 1 am not referring to
stones or burning tires, but something far worse. The unseemly
manner in which Reform American Jews turned tail en masse and
deserted the field of battle when the heat was on.

I fervently pray that you and other great Israelli leaders,
both of the left and right, will reflect carefully upon this
phenomenon, and study its implications for the future of Israel
and the Jewish pecople,.

There is only one reasonable conclusion: In times of war
(and unfortunately we are still at war) Israel needs devoted

patriots and committed partisans. In the diaspora these will only

come from the ranks of those who love our Torah and cherish
Yiddishkeit.

Yours fraternally,

Dan R. Friedman
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February 16, 1988

Honovable Yitzhak Shamir
Prime Minister of Israel
Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Prime Minister Shamir:

The member agencies ol the National Jewish Community Relations
Advisory Council, meeting in Plenary Seésion in Los Angeles,
appreciate the message we received from you at the beginning of
these dellberations, which we shared with the delegates.

1 am taking this opportunity to enclose a letter we sent to
Secretary of State Shultz, which was endorsed overwhelmingly by
the more than 400 delegates participating in the Plenum.

Also enclosed is a copy of my speech delivered today entitled
"Celebrating Israel's 40th Anniversary--Israel-Diaspora Relations:
Bonds, Barriers and Opportunities". Of course, I welcome any
reactions or comments you might have regarding the speech,

The Plenum included an extremely lively discussion related to
the role of the Jewish community relations field in maintaining
American public support for Israel. When we receive the full
transcript of this discussion, a copy will be forwarded
immediately to members of your staff.

Michael A, Pelavin
Chair

National Jewish Community
Relations Advisory Council

MAP /mb
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February 16, 1988

Honorable Shimon Peres
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister of lerael
Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Deputy Prime Minister Peres:

The member agencies of the Rational Jewish Community Relations
Advisory Council, meeting in Plenary Seseion in Los Angeles,
appreciate the message we received from you at the beginning of
these deliberations, which we shared with the delegates.

1 am taking this opportunity to enclose a letter we sent to
Secretary of State Shultz, which was endorsed cverwhelmingly by
the more than 400 delegates participating in the Plenum.

Also enclosed is & copy of my speech delivered today entitled
"Celebrating lsrael's 40th Anniversary -- Israel-Diaspora
Relations: bBonds, Barriers and Opportunities." Of course, I

welcome any reactions or comments you might have regarding the
speech.

The Plenum included an extremely lively discussion related to
the role of the Jewish community relations {ield in maintaining
American public support for Israel. When we receive the full
transcript of this discussion, a copy will be forwarded
immediately to members of your staff.

Michae] A. Pelavin

Chair

Natlonal Jewish Community
Relaticns Advisory Council
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February 16, 1988

Honorable George P. Shultz
Secretary of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Secretary Shultz:

The member agencies of the National Jewish Community Relations
Advisory Council, meeting in Plenary Session today in Los Angeles,
welcome the readiness of the Administration and your personal efforts
to reinvigorate the peace process and to find the means for brimging
the Israelis and Arabs together for direct face-to-face bilateral
negotiations., As a full partner to the Camp David Accords, the

United States has a central role to play in furthering these negotia-
tions.

Throughout your term in office you have demonstrated sensi-
tivity and a sympathetic understanding in approaching the complex
and difficult problems of the Arab/Israel conflict. It is especi-
ally gratifying that the Administration has decided to press
energetically to advance the peace process, even in its final months
in office.

This Administration has wisely recognized that there are many
avenues Lo the negotiating table. The real problem has not been
the absence of a procedure or framework for discussion. Rather the
resolve to make peace with lsrael is what has been missing in the
Arab world these last forty years, with the hotable exception of
Sadat's historic mission to Jerusalem, That singular departure from
Arab rejectionism resulted in the signing of a peace treaty between
Egypt and Israel, Again and again, over these last forty years, the
Arabs have rejected opportunities that would have been responsive
to Palestinian aspirations as well as to the security needs of Israel.
In light of this history, the crucial message must come from the
Arabs, that they are ready to sit down with lsrael in direct face-to-
face bilateral negotiations,

In Israel, the genuine desire for peace, which crosses all
political boundaries, remains as strong as ever. Throughout its
forty year history, Israsel has consistently communicated a message
of flexibility and peaceful coexistence; the acceptance of the United
Nations Partition Plan of 1947, the offer to withdraw from territories
occupied in the 1967 War in exchange for peace, and the Camp David
Accords, which explicitly recognized the need to address Palestinian
aspirations within the framework of diract negotiations.

cooperaton in the common cavse of Jewkh commundty relations
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We know the United States recognizes that a just and enduring peace
only can be obtained through direct negotiations. A phased process, in
which initial sgreements on some issues can lead to progress on more

complex and divisive questions, now may suggest a good prospect for success.

Such a process is envisaged in the Camp David Accords.

We know you recognize that when a true hand of peace is offered to
it, Israel will grasp it warmly and unhesitatingly.

Michael A. Pelavin

Chair

National Jewish Community Relations
Advisory Council

16
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Presentation of Michael A, Pelavin
Chair, National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Couneil

to

NJCRAC Plenary Session
Los Angelss, February 16, 1988
Celabrating Israel's H40th Anniversary --

Israel-Diaspora Relations: Bonds, Barriers and Opportunities

I Seng of Pralse

Forty years ago -- only U0 years ago -- the Oeneral Assembly of the
United Natioens voted on Novembar 29th, 1947, to establish the State of Israel.
Many of us still vividly recall the radio report from Lake Success as ths vols
was recordad,,.. Unlon of Soviet Sooiallst Republics, aye; United States, aye..,
33 ayes, 13 nayes, and 10 abstentions. A truncated version of Erstz Yiarael,
hut Zionist leaders acoepted, warmly accepted, the partition of Paleatine,
just as they had acoepted earlier proposals to compromise the fundamental dif-

farances between Jews and Araba.

Ls we have lemrned so painfully, however, tha readineaa to compromise waa
not regiprooated, Arab armies masmsed on the border of this new 3tate. Six
hundred thousand Jews were surrounded by these armies. Only three years after
the end of the Holooaust Jews were threatened with, as the Secretary General
of the Arab League deolarsd, "a war of extarmination and a momentous
massacre,” Facing this danger of annihilation were Jews who had just arrived
in Israel out of the camps of Europe -- first the concentration camps and then
the DP camps. 0thers were still behind barbed wire fences in Cyprus and
Zurope, while in Eastern Burope courageous young Israells were litarally

carrying Jewish children on their backs over Balkan mountaln ranges to bring

&
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tham to Eratz Yisrael, As the Arab armies prepared for their masalve Lnvaslon
of Israel, key deoision-makers on the highesat levels of the United States
government were urging Preaident Truman to reverse his dsoision in support of

partition.

The Yishuv would not be daunted, and world Jewry stood firmly with it in
{ta dstermination to establish the third Jewish Commonwealth. Inspired by the
bold, forceful, stubborn leadesrship of David Ben-~GQurion, the State of Iarael
was declared on May 14th, 1948 (fifth of Iyar, 5708), At the nadir of the
history of the Diaspora, out of the ashes of the Holocaust, arcse the first
soveraign Jewlsh state in 2000 years, The prayers we had recited daily in the
shtatls of Eastern Europe, in the great cities of the West, in the villages of
Fthiopia and Yemen, in the casbahs and mellahs of North Africa wers answarad.
We had raturnsd to Zien. The Promise had been redeemed. On the wings of the
eagle thousands of Jews were delivered unto the Promised Land cut of ths bon-
dags of slavery. A new modern-day exodus,

Unlike the Biblical desaription, they did not find a land of milk and
honey. The land was barren. Life was not easy., The thousanda that came had
to reside in the Maabarot, Just barsly were they able to eke out the essen-
tials of 1ife. Sacrifices were demanded of the Israelis, and sacrifices were
nade as the dream of rebullding Zion drove them on. Even after they drove
back the invading Arab armies, Israel continued to live in a state of aslege
-= its very survival constantly threstened with Arab armies polsed for new
{nvasiona and Fedayeen terrorizing Israel from Gaza and the West Bank.
Although the Soviet Union voted in favor of partition, only a few years after
the astablishment of the Stats, the Iron Curtaln countries bagan to delivar
armaments to the Araba for a new attack on Israel. From the Weat, Iarasl

recsived friendship, but not much more, even from the United States.

b
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In thosa early veara Israel, fortunately, was not alone. World Jewry

A

atood as one in 1its support, This new, struggling Jewish commonwsalth had
sparked a sesnae of prida among Jewa throughout the world that was unparalleled
in the history of the Diaspora. Who can ever Forget the emotion we felt when
we saw in the newsreels for the first time the Jewish flag flylng over
Jerusalem as the sapital of Israal? Our heroes were the young chalutzim, the
handaome young men and women who had returned to the aoil to rebuild the Land,
fOur response was exprassed in unprecedented genercalty. But nothing we gave,

nothing we did, could match the sacrifices of the bullders of the State.

As Chaim Welzman sald in his memoira, "Brick by briok, dunam by dunam wWe

shall hulld the State."™ And they did,

They built a state that provided a haven for Jews, many sscaplng per-
ascution, many deatitute, arriving from more than a hundred countries around
the globe. They resurrscted and taught theam the language of our peopls,
Hebrew; they provided housing, health carse, education, smployment. They built
new development towna. They made certaln that the doors of this land would

always be open %o any Jew seaking refuge.

They made the deserts bloom. They created a modern, hi-tesh economy,

among the most advanced in the world today.

Out of the Ha'Shomer and the Hagannah they built a strong, proud, egali-
tarian Tarasl Defense Forse, aapable of maintaining the Lndependence of the
State againat the conatant threata to its survival from a multitude of Arab

nations,

Above all, they built a wastarn, pluralistic democracy, in which the

rights of all citizens, inoluding the non-Jewish minorities, are fully pro-

&
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teated, 1If there are flaws in this democracy, they grow out of a political
atructure excesalvely concerned with providing represantation in the Knaaset

for all points of view, however small their numbars.

While preocoupied with survival and absorption, Tsrael, nevertheless, in
those years, became a beacon unto other developing nations, as Tsraells
equipped with thelr technological, agrlcultural and community organizing
expertise, traveled to Africa, Latln America and Asia to assist in hundrads of

devalopmental projects,

Tarael did all of this and more while carrying the enormous burden of an .
escalating defense budget neceasitated by wars that continued Lo threatan its
axistence in every decade of these last U0 years, ongoing terrorism, and the
refusal of Arab atates, until 3adat and Egypt, to recognize the State of

Taraesl and nagotiate a peaceful rasclution.

In those U0 years the hand of friendahip sxtended to Iarael at its very
birth by President Harry Truman, has evolved into a strong alliance betwesen
the small State of Israel and the superpower that ia the United States --an
allianes that no one would have anticipated 40 years ago, in which the United
States and lsrael are olosely linked politically, economiocally and militarily. .
The scurce of its strength 1ies not only in the strategic considerations of

these two nations, but in their shared roota in wesatern demooratic valuas.

I1 The Emergance of the American Jewish Community

In these same U0 years the American Jewish community also has undergona

radical transformation. Forty yearas ago, when the State of Israel was

R
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sreated, the American Jewlsh community was still essentially an Lmmigrant com=
munity. Even after the war against Nazism, anti-Semitism, racism, bigotry, and
diserimination atill spcarred the face of this nation. The children of the
{mmigrants were atruggling to become part of the American system, even as they

sncountarad barrliers in highar education and in the great corporations of

America.

The demographars of tha Amarioan Jawish community in tha late forties
forecast a significant diminution Ln our numbers, which were then about (ive

million, antieipating that by the year 2000 our numbers would be substantially

raducad.

Ben-Gurion warned that unless the Amerlcan Jewish community went on
allyah, 1t would either fall viotim to anti-Semitism in America or succumb

to assimilation.

We did not g0 on aliyah in any significant numbera. We did not bacome

victims of anti-Semitlsm, Nor ars we an assimilated Jewish community.

In those forty years we have become thoroughly integrated in every aspsct

of Amariocan aoclaty, We ara firat-clasas cltizens in every sense of the word,
bound together with all other Americans in thia greatest pluralistic democracy

in world history.

We also have emerged as a atrong, oohasive, dynamio, indeed powerful,
Jewish community, Our communal institutions and synagogues are thriving.
Jewish learning and culture are flourishing. Our bond with Israel has grown
aven atronger and despar. We are thoroughly American. We are thoroughly

Jewish., Some have suggestaed that we enjoy the best of all poasible worlds.

bl

el




9E8-02-19 23:12 1 14881286

-R-

It would be nice to conclude this speech now by saylng, "and they }ived

happily ever after." Taraells singing and dancing the hora in the land of

#ilk and honey, and the Jewlah community of America happlly enjoying the rela-

tlonship with other Americans, with other American Jews and Iaraslis, That

would be nice to say, but that's not the way it is, It's Just net aes,

ITI Whers We Stand Today

Qur future as a Jawish community in this great natien is not guaranteed.
No one can foresee with certainty what will be the long-term consequences of
the growing rate of intermarriage in the Jewlsh community., Even though
anti-Semitiam 1% at low ebb Ln contrast te 40 years ago, it still scars the

American landscape. Most American Jews still do not faal totally safa,

totally secura.

Our {dealistic vision of Israsl has besen shaken by reality. We sae tn
Tarael severe {nternal confliots, In those conflicts we sas grave long-term
threats to the very nature of Israel as a western, democratis pluralistic
Jewish state coming from extreme fundamentalists and ultra-nationalists.
Their concept of peoplshocd sharply departs from the consensus that axista
among moat American Jewa and, indeed, most Israelis. A concept of a plura-
listio democracy is repugnant to those who beliave they have tha absolute
truth, Such absolutism tends to overwhelm the moderate, who tolerata the

"truth™ that others assert.

Israel as a democracy and a Jewish state 13 confronted with a dilemma of

administering territories in whish more than a million Arabs live in what

BS
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thay feel i subjugation, To annex the territories and give the Arabs who
inhabit them full eltizenship would threaten Isras} as 2 Jewish state. To go
on indefinitely without any ohange in the status of these Arabs would threatan
Iarael as a democracy., To withdraw from these territories without formal
agreements and negotiated peace treatiss could jeopardizs the very security of
Iarael. The only viable option ia negotiations, which Israsl has baan

seaking throughout its 40 yeara, Tsrael is eonatantly seeking partners in the

Arab world who will negotiate the future of theas territories without stipu-

lating unacceptable pre=conditions.

Thase strains in Israel resach bayond its borders. They do affeat the
American Jewish community. They atrain the very relationship that {s so vital
to both Tsrasl and the American Jewish community. No longer do American Jews
loock upon Israel with awe, No longer do they view its lesadership as
infallible. This is especially true of younger American Jews., That thay do
not eling to a romanticized image of Israel i{s not all bad, but that they
seem to be drifting away from Israel should be a matter of concern to us as we
look ahead to the future of the relationship between Israel!l and American
Jews, We may recall the sage advice of Rabbi Stephen Wise, when he sald, "Qur
quarrel is not with Jews who are diffesrent, but with Jews who are

indifferant,”

The relationship between ths Diaspora, particularly the American Jewish
community and Isrsel, has never been easy, From the early days of the Stats,
and evean before, thers waras sharp differences bstween leaders of the Yishuv
and leaders of the Diaspora inoluding the Zionist movement. The fact that the
differences we face today are not new, doesn't make them sasier, What we have
today are two strong, dynamlo Jewiash communities, eamch with a strong sense of
ita identity and deatiny. One represents the fulfillment of the return to

7ion, viewing itself as the center of Jewish 1ife and the fountainhead of

B
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Jewish oulture. And the other, feeling at home in America, inalsts that it

toc can sarve as the vehlcle of a creative, dynamic Jewish future,

Yet, tn spite of our different conceptions of who we are, growing out of
vastly different historical axperiences, the bond that exists between American
Jewry and Israsl i3 unbreakable, Our collective sense of peoplehood exists in
avery fiber of our being. The concept of Klal Ylarael 1s not an abatraction;
it affests all that we say and doj 1t affecta all that Israel says and does.
American Jawry, and, I believe, moat Israells, recognize that Israel and the
American Jewish community are each absolutely vital to the oreative survival

of the other, and to the continuity of Jewish 1ife.

This recognitien has led the government of a sovereign atate, the govern-
ment of Israsl, into a relationship with Diaspora Jewry, particularly the
Amarisan Jewish comsunity, that 14 unique in thes world. No other government's
leaders, eapecially the prime minlster, is as acnassible to private citizens

of a foreign country as the Israeli leadership ls to American Jewry. Thia
relationship provides the disoreet channsls, which properly utilized, offer
opportunities for direct and honest dialogue between the leaders of the

American Jewish community and Iarael.

For the most part, this dialogue necessarily takes place bayond the
publis view, An exchange of views on issues of common concern nesd not and
ahould not be undertaken on the pages of American newspapers. Conveying our
concerns, in some cases our dissent from laraell positlions, or prodding as a
1oved ona, our Israeli partners to encourage a change in thelr posture can beat

ha achieved through private exchanges.

B
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Ample opportunitlies for such exchange of views exist when American Jewish

o=

leadera visit Israel and during the countless visits of Israeli dignitaries to
the United Statea. T auggest to you, howevar, that we have not fully utilized
Ltheae apportunltiea. Hardly a month goesa by when we do not hoat highly
{nfluential Israelis, in and out of government, in our communitiss, But how
often have community leadars, bahind closed deors, conveysd Lo thase {nfluen-
tial Israelis their honeat and candid asseasments of how Israell policies are
{mpacting on American publis opinion? Israelis do not always like to hear
what we have to say, but on occaslon our afforts have contributed to a shift

in official Israeli policy, The shift in Israel's posture toward South Africa

last ye=ar i3 one of the more recent axamples.

Whether the Lssue is South Africa, who 18 a Jew, settlemsnts in the admi-
nisterad territories, Msir Kahane, Pollard, educating youth about democratic
princlples, exoesses by the Shin Bet, violent clashes in the Weat Bank and
Gaza, American Jewish leadership, indesad, all American Jews, cannot be
expeoted to be indifferent and refrain from sharing our concerns with Israel.
Indeed, in recent weeks we, as leaders of the Jewish community relations
field, have been saveraly tested as to how we fulfill ocur profound commitment
to Israsl. Publiec oritioism or publie affirmation? Whioch would be more
rasponalve to thia commitment and to our consolansa? Thare 13 no aasy answer.
In NJCRAC we have privately and forcefully convayed our concerns and
assessments to key Iaraelis. Publicly, we have not condoned practices which
we deplore; what we have tried to do is place these events in a larger con-
taxt, We have done a0 not to obacure what is happening, but to foous on the
historical reality to identify those who are really responaible for the plight

of Palestinian Arabs.

W
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IV Channels Fer 3tructurad Relationship

The question i3 whether the existing channels of communication batwasn us
and Taraelis are adequate and whether we can better utilize them? The fun-
damental problem ls the lack of symmetry in the relatisnship. Our dialogue 13
with the elacted leaders of the govarrment of the soverelgn State of Iarael,
and we speak as leaders of voluntary American organizationa. A peer rsla-
tionship? Hardly. Their decisions, enforced by the power of the state, have
far-reaching consequences, at times affecting 1ife and death. Their acooun-

tability to the electorate {s direct and elear-cut. They wear the crown of

stata,

To the government of Israel, as to our own, we speak as in effect lob-
bylists, however high minded our views might be. Our effectiveness {n part
depends upon our asserting what is clearly an identifiabls consansus among our
constituenta, That requires us to ensure that the judgments we gonvay to the

government of Israel grow out of open, and honest consultative processss with

our own conatituents such as take place at the Plenum.

But {f we are seeking to persuade the government to acoept our views,
then in line with sound community relations principles, shouldn't we seek to
forge a coalition with like-minded in the voluntary sector of Israsl? The

reallity is, however, that we really do not have counterparts in Tsrael.

The Jewiash Agenay La conceived of as primarily a service vehiela, not
intended to provide the table for what are essentially public policy issuas,
although it has played an important pole in the queation of amending the Law
of Return. Of course, we all have engaged in many discusaions and dialogues

with many Israells outside of govermment including leaders of private groupa.

L)
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But these informal, ad hoc channels lmok continuity and have little {mpact on

the alffairs of Iarael.

We have extanaive ties with institutions outside of government. The
American Jewish community has provided enormous finanoial assistance and pro-
fessional expartlise to strengthen the haalth, educatien, welfare, and reli-
gious institutions of Israel. %“hile we have done it primarily through the
Jewish Agency, we only have to look at the outstanding services belng provided
tn Israel by several of our natlional member agencias. In addition, more than
two dozen American Jewlsh organizations including NJCRAC national agencias
maintaln offices in Jerusalem. They play a valuable role in contributing to
neighborheod development, educating about democracy and tolerance, fostering

intergroup relations, and promoting a pluralistic acciety and a commitment to

voluntariam.

We have not brought to bear, on building the voluntary sector of Iarael,
the full potential of American Jewish community rescurces on a planned,
comprshensive basis, S3hould we go bayond our traditional role and play a more
active and deliberate role in directly assisting Israelis in building a volun-

tary sector that fosters the 1deals and values wa share in commen?

The demooratis process that is Israel, I belisve, could be aignificantly
strengthened by the values nurtured among American Jews as a result of our
unique experience in the United States. The obvious way of bringing those
values to Israel (s through aliyah, Short of that, the queation is whather
Jewish community relations agencies should play a larger and more direct roles
in asalating groups that have what {s essentially a community relations

agenda, There are suoh groups in Tarael; for example -- the Iarael

b
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1imitad resources, but we can and should make helping them grow &nd flourish a
pricrity. Through sugh groups we sould in tha future have a larger impact on

Tsrasli ssolety and values,

What is our raticnala for doing %07 There are groups in America that
nave had experience extending over decades in support of like-minded groups Lln
Israel, The party structure in Israel ia reflsoted in many Zioniat organiza-
tlons in the Dlaspora ineluding the United States, flearly, religious groups

{n the United States have direct counterparts in Iarael.

Sueh a proposition opens dellcate and diffioult guesations about the
naturae of the relationship between the Jewish communitles of Iasrael and the
United States, hut in a reaponsible way the member agencles of WJCRAC should
axplore these proposals in an appropriate forum with the lsadership of othar

American bodies such as the CJF.

In the forty years sinoe the establishment of the State of Iarael, thers
has bean no fundamental re-examination of the means for facilitating a struo-
tured relationship between the Ameriocan Jewish ocommunity and Israel, dealing
with the totality of our mutual concerns, The {nstitutional framework,
{neluding the Jewish Agency, tha WIO and World Jewish Congreas, all preceded
the astablishment of the State of Israsl, although in the 1ast 15 years the
Jewiah Agency has been undergolng fundamental shanges and the role of the
federations in ita governance has been significantly enhanced, I would urge
the leadership of the American Jewish eommunity to begin a process to
reasssss the institutional framework necessary for relations betwean to Iarasl
and world Jewry. It should do so responaibly, deliberately, cautiously -= but

it ahould do so.

'
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V Babylon and Jerusalem

Howaver, let us not bscome so precocupied with the mechanisas for
exchanging views that we would lose slght of what we sesk to accomplish
through these channels. We, as an American Jewish community, have a diract
Interest Iin the nature and quality of Israel as a Jewiah State, and Iaraells
have a direct stake in the nature and quality of Jewish life in America. The ‘
future of the quality of Jewlsh 1ife of each i{a in part dependent upon the
other, and while we should recognize the uniqueness and centrality of Israasl,

Taraelis should aceept the legitimacy of the Amarican Jewish sxperisnce. .

We should welcome their views on the {ssues on our agenda, and we belisve
that they should welcome our views on the issues on thelr agenda., As we face
the next forty years, the quality of Jewish 1ife will galn by our being active

participants, not passive bystanders in sach other's 1ifs and struggles.

Wa have lﬂﬂﬂmplllhldlinﬂridihli feats in a short time. 1In these past L0
ysara, what has emerged in Iasrael and in the United States {s a new and dif- |
ferent Jewish people -~ proud, confident and determined te foster and praserve
the continuity of Jewish 1ife. Each stands on the edge of aven greatear
creativity in Jewish studies, oulture, and action. In the United States, this
Jewish community, as in Babylon, looks forward to serving as a flourishing
center of Jewish oculture. But, as i{n Babylon, we will always look to
Jerusalem. 1In that special relationship we each will contribute our talents |
and atrengths to bolstering the other as we astrive to carry out the mission
placed upon the Jewish people to be "as a light unto nations,™ and unto our

own people,

AR
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The NJCRAC lsrael Task Force recommends that the NJUKAU FPlenum send the following
letter to Secretary of State Shultz:
e
00482 —
H 5

DﬂlrI5e¢;éénry Shultz: _

The member ;gencliﬁl ui‘_ujcmc. meeting in Plenary Session today in Los
Angeles, welcome the readiness of the Administration and your personal efforts
to rainvigarate the peace process and to find the means for bringing the Israelis
and Arabs together for direct face-to-face hilateral negotiations. As a full
partner to the Camp David Accords, the United States has a central role to play

in furthering these negotiations.

Throughout your term in office you have demonstrated sensitivity and a
sympathetic understanding in approaching the complex and difficult problems .
of the Arab/Israel conflict. It is especially gratifying that the Administra~
tion has decided to press energetically to advance the peace process, even
in its final months in office.

This Administration has wisely recognized that there are many avenues to
the nugnhi;tin; table. The real problem has not been the absence of a procedure
or framework for discussion. Rather the resolve to make peace with Israel is
what has been missing in the Arab world these last forty years, with the notable
exception of Sadat's historic mission to Jerusalem. That singular departure from
Arab rejectionism resulted in the signing of a peace treaty between Egypt and
Israel. Again and again, over these last forty years, the Arabs have rejected
opportunities that would have been responsive tO Palestinian aspirations as well
as to the security needs of Israel, In light of this history, the crucial message
must come from the Arabs,that they are ready to sit down with Israel in direct

face-to-face bilateral negotiations.
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1n Israel, the genuine desire for peace, which crosses all political

A AR l-.EE-HEF' MEW-=7 ORI kK& {4@21 2

(W]
(V]
w
&
m

boundaries, remaine as strong as ever, Throughout its forty year
history, Israel has consistently communicated a message of flexibility and peace-
ful coexistence; the acceptance of the U.N, Partition Plan in 1947, the offer

to withdraw from territories occupied in the 1967 War in exchange for peace,

and the h:np David Accords, which explicitly recognized the need to address
Palestinian aspirations within the framework of direct negotiations.

We know the U,S. recognizes that a just and enduring peace only can be
obtained through direct negotiations. A phased process, in which initial
sgreements on some issues can lead to progress on more complex and divisive
questions, now may suggest a good prospect for success. Such a process 1s
envigaged in the Camp David Accords.

We know you recognize that when a true hand of peace is offered to it,
1srael will grasp it warmly and unhesitantly.

Cordially,

Michael A, Pelavin
Chair, NJCRAC
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Whit and slel; id th onal L & programs M! territorias and
: gtatas e ba necasps Bacrata ah z' latest initiative mucceeds.

buring an on-the-record briefing to tha prass, Whitehead complained that "In
our current budget our foreign aid in particular has bean o heavily
earmarked that a number of countries will be eliminatsd conmpletely from our
programs....We think that earmarks are basicslly undesirablas...."

Explaining that ths high levels of assistance to these ocountriss are a

product of the Camp David Accords, nevertheless admiited that the
"The nasd of those two
countries for our continuad assistance is very great and no one should lose
sight of that. Theiy economiss are fragile, ths pesople are poor in those
countries, the natural rasources in both ocountries ore very limited. There ig
no question about the need of those countriss for aid. But when yeu have
limited resources, though, one has to look at all tha racipients and thiok of
the possibility of rationing decreasing funds to all componants.

va that aductio aid to 1l a T w

the proparstion of the budget [but] thege weuld LDs Vary liktle sympathy for
;hEE_I!Qggiigni_in_ggnﬂ:.ll* And with a combination of our racegnition of the
noed and a realistic racognition of what Congress would be 1likely to do, we
put the sama numbars in the budget for next year." . Ny

L
8

The officiml lamented that sarmarks reduced discretionary fupde ‘for
"aemargancies’: "For example the currant Middle East peace initiative that the
Secretary is talking about...sursly assistanca will be needed for countrias
in that region beyond tha current lavel of sesistance and we have to be in a
position to previde that..:." ¢

Asked to outline what ‘thess new needs might be, Whitehsad said "I can enly

speculate on that. It all depsnds on what happens and the nature of the
poeaceful effort. But the das naed fo

nk and ;, for exampla, f a wsettlesmasnt should be made
territories and a mors permanent structure established for the government of

that territeory. Certainly economic assistanca in that area would b
desperataly neaded, Arab countries con G -

a res nayk th their g g
heir neighbg A be _made up bacausa wa could
not allow allow Arab countries that may come inte settlemant with Israel teo
floundar after they had the courage to jein in a peaceful settlement."

How would tha Admipistration finance thim? "Wa have toc esmbark on the process
and hopa and pray that the money will appemr if we need monay. If wa sit and
wait for the monsy to ba there...I'm afraid wa wouldn't be able to take much
initiative in the Middle East. And the Secvretary faala, and the Prasident

faals, that now im tha time for us to maks ohe last real affort for success
in that diffiocult area."
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The NJCRAC Israel Task Force recommends that the Plepary Session

send the following private letter to Prime Minister Shamir nni

Deputy Prime Minister Peres:
_ 6 /s
DRAFT
B.o3ling

Dear Prime Minister Shamir and
Deputy Prime Minister Peres:

The member agencies of NJCRAC, meeting in Plenary Session
today in Los Angeles, fully appreciate the genuine desire for
peace lsrael has amply demonstrated these past forty years both
in word and action. At no time was this better illustrated than
in the deeply moving outpouring of warmth toward Anwar Sadat during
his historic journey to Jerusalem. Thie instinctual response
represents the sincere motivations of the Israeli people and your
oun deepest convictions, as well as those of the political parties
you represent,

We recognize that Israel's desire for peace has been
met time after time by an insurmountable wall of Arab intransigence
and rejection, with the notable exception of Sadat, The tragedy
has been that the path chosen by the Arabs to resolve outstanding
issues has led to violence, not to the negotiating table, During ‘
the course of its history, Israel has made substantial accommodations
and sacrifices in the interest of peace as evidenced in the peace
treaty with Egypt.

We appreciate and respect the political debate in Israel
on the most effective avenues to brinmg about direct negotiations
with the Arabs. Bécause the issues currently being addressed
relate directly to state security, wve understand the intensity of

this debmte. As a democracy, like Israel, the American people

FaTiFim s
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too have experienced such periods of debate and soul-searching

Prime Minister Shamir and

Deputy Prime Minister Peres Fﬁ} .E; 5;
o7

on issues of profound impact upon American national interests.
We are confident that if a realistic opportunity for peace arises
out of the present negotiations, you will not hesitate to seize it.

We share with you the attached letter to Secretary of State
Shultz, in which we welcome the renewed readiness of the United
States to pursue new initiatives as a full partner to the Camp
David Accords. We know you share the view that we have expressed
te the Secretary that throughout his term in office he has demon~-
strated sensitivity and a sympathetic understanding in npprnachin.
the complex and difficult problems of the Arab/Israel conflict.

That this Administration ie undertaking this role in its last year
provides a singular opportunity which should not be lost.

While recognizing Israel's reesponsibility to maintain order in
the West Bank and Gaza, we are pained by any excessive force employed
to achieve this purpose. These excesses have contributed to the
paFEFptiﬂn that there has been a departure from Israel's longstanding
policy and practice of restraint, There is a real danger that this
p-erct.ptir:n um-:,T have a nepative impact on lsrael's image in the .
American mind. We trust that Isrsel will take steps to demonstrate ‘
continued dedication te its longstanding policy of restraint.

As the State of Israel addresses the many difficult and complex

issues it faces, we offer our unwavering support and solidarity.

Cordially,

Michael A. Pelavin
Chair, NJCRAC

. ¥ [as & aanter a a
Jewish culture. And the other, feeling at home in America, insists that it
tno nan serve as the vehicle of a oreative, dynamlo Jewish future.

. i i i{
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III Where We Stand Today

Our future as a Jewish community in thia great nation 12 not guaranteed.
Ne one can foresee with certalnty what will be the long-term consequences of
the growing rate of intermarriage in the Jewish community. Even though
anti-Semitiam 1a at low ebb in contrast to UD years ago, 1t still scars the

American landscape. Most American Jews still do not feel totally safe,
totally secure. |

Our idealistic vision of Tarael has been shaken by reality. We see In
Tarael severe internal conflicts. In those conflicts we see grave long-term
threats to the very nature of Tarael as a weatern, democoratic pluralistic
Jewlah state coming from extreme fundamentalista and ultra-nationalists.
Their concept of peoplehood sharply departa from the consensus that exists
among most American Jews and, indeed, most Iaraelis, A concept of a plura-
liatie democracy ia repugnant to those who believe they have the absolute

truth. Such abaolutism tends to overwhelm the moderate, who tolerate the
"truth" that others assert) .

Israel as a democracy ind a Jewish state 1s confronted with a dilemma of
adminiatering territories in which more than a million Araba live in what
Ehey fael is subjugation. Fa annex the territories and gilve the Arabs who
{nhabit them full eitizenship would threaten Israel as a Jewish state. To go
on indefinitely without any change in the atatus of these Arabs would threaten
Tarael as a democracy. To withdraw from these territories without formal
agreements and negotlated peace treatiss could Jeopardize the very security of
Tasrael. The only viable option i3 negotiations, which Israel has been secking
throughout its N0 years. Tsrael is constantly seeking partners in the Arab
world who will negotiate the future of these territories without atipulating
unacceptable pre~conditions.

These strains in Tsrasl reach beyond its bordera. They do affect the
Amerlcan Jewlish community. They atrain the very relatlonship that is so vital
to both Israel and the American Jewish community. No longer do American Jews
look upon Israel with awe. MNo longer do they view its leadership as
infallible, This ia eapeclally true of younger American Jewa. That they do
not cling to a romanticized image of Tarael is not all bad, but that they seem .
to be deifting away from Iﬂranl should be a mattar of concarn to us as we look
ahead to the future of the irelationship between Israell and Amerlecan Jews, We
may recall the sage advice of Rabbi Stephen Wise, when he said, "Our quarrel
fa not with Jews who are different, but with Jews who are indifferent."

The relationship between the Diaspora, particularly the Amerlcan Jewish
community and Israel, has never bean sasy. From the early daya of the State,
and evan before, there were sharp differences between leaders of the Yishuv
and leaders of tha Diaspora inoluding the Zionist movement. The fact that the
differences we face today are not new, doesn't make them easier. What we have
today are two atrong, dynamic Jewish communities, each with a strong sense of
its identity and destiny., One representa the fulfillment of the return to
Zien, viewing itaelf as tha center of Jewish 1ife and the fountalnhead of
Jewish culture. And the other, feeling at home in America, insista that it
too can aerve as the vehicle of a creative, dynamic Jewish future.

ol e *u.fllh ol
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Yet, in spite of our different conceptions of who we are, growing out of
vastly different historical experiences, the bond that exlats between American
Jewry and Israel 1s unbreakable., Our collective sense of peoplehood exists In
every fiber of our being. The concept of Klal Yisrael 1s not an abatraction;
it affects all that we say and do; it affects all that Israel says and does.
American Jewry, and, I beliave, moat Iaraelis, recognize that Iarael and the
American Jewish community are each abasclutely vital to the oreative aurvival
of the other, and to the continuity of Jewish life.

(1]

Thia recognition has led the government of a sovereign state, the govern-
ment of Israel, into a relationship with Diaspora Jewry, particularly the |
American Jewlsh community, that is unique in the world. HNo other government's
leaders, especially the prime minister, is as accessible to private citizens
of a foreign country as the Israeli leadership is to American Jewry. This
relationship provides the disoreet channels, which properly utilized, offer
opportunities for direct and honest dialogue between the leaders of the
American Jewish community and Israel,

Por the most part, this dialogue necessarily takes place beyond the .
publie view. An exchange of viewas on lasues of common ocnoern need not and
should not be undartaken on the pages of American newspajers. Conveying our
concerns, in some cases our dissent from Israeli positions, or prodding as a
1aved one, our Israel!l partners to encourage a change injthelr posture can
best he mphieved through private exchanges.

Ample opportunities for such exchange of views exist when American Jewish
leadars visit Israel and during the countless visitas of Iaraell dignitarles to
the United States. T suggest to you, however, that we have not fully utilized
these opportunitlies. Hardly a month goes by when we do not hoat highly
influential Israelis, in and out of government, in our communities. Put how
often have community leaders, behind olosed doors, conveyed to these influen-
tial Taraelis their honest and candid assessments of how Israeli policies are
{mpacting on American public opinion? Israelis do not always like to hear
what we have to say, but on oocaslion our efforts have contributed to a shift
in official Israeli polioy, The shift in Israel's posture toward South Africa
last year 1a one of the more recent examples.

Whether the issue 1s South Africa, who is a Jew, seltlements in the admi- .
nistered territories, Meir Kahane, Pollard, educating youth about democratle
prineiples, exceases by the Shin Bet, violent clashes inl the West Bank and
Gaza, American Jewish leadership, indeed, all American Jews, cannot be
axpeated to be indifferent and refrain from sharing our concerns with Israel.
Indeed, in recent weeks we, as leaders of the Jewish community relations
field, have been severely tested as to how we fulfill our profound commitment
to Tarael. Publio oriticism or publie affirmation? Which would be more
responsive to this commitment and to our conscience? There la no easy anawer,
Tn NJCRAC we have privately and foraefully conveyed our concerns and
asseasments to key Israelis. Publiely, we have not condoned practioces which
we deplora; what we have tried to do is place these events in a larger con-
text. We have done so not to obsoure what is happening, but to foocus on the
historical reality to identify those who are really responaible for the plight

of Palestinian Araba.
!
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The NJCRAC lsrael Task Force recommends thet the NJCRAC Plenyp send the following

oraPT 3

letter to Secretary of Stace Shulcse: ﬁjé

Dear Secretary Shultz:

The membar agencies of NJCRAC, meating in Plenary Seasion today in Los
Angeles, welcome the readiness of the Adminfstration ang Your personal efforeg
to reinvigorate the peaca Process and to find the means for bringing the Israelin
and Arabs together for direct faca=to-face bilateral negotiations. As a full
Partner to the Camp David Accords, the United States hag a central role to play
in furthering these negotiations, .

Throughout yeur term in office you have demonstrated sensitiviey and g
sympathetic understanding in dpproaching tha complex and difficule problems
of the Arab/Israel conflict, It {g especially gratifying that the Administra-
tion has decided to Press energetically to advance the peace Process, even
in its final months in off{ce.

This Admintetracion hag wisely recognized that there are BAny avenuas to
the negotieting table, The resl problem has not bean the absence of a procedure
or framevork for discussion. Rather the resolve to maks Peace vith Israel is
what has been wiseing in the Arab world these last forty years, with the nnuh.
excaption of Sadat's historic uiesion to Jegusalem, That singular departure from
Arab rejectionism resulted in the signing of a peace treaty betwveen Egype and
Israsl. Again and sgein, over thess last forty years, the Arabs have rejacted
opportunicies that would have been Fesponsive to Palestinian sspirations as well
B8 to the security needs of Israel, In lighet of this history, the arucial message
®ist coms from the Arabe, that they are ready to sit down with leramel {n direct

face<to=face bilateral negotiations,
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In Tarasl, the genulne deairs lor peace, whieh crossas all palicdcal
boundaries, ranaing as #trong &0 aver, Throughout ita forty your
history, leras! has consistently comsuntested a mansage of flexibility and peace-

Ful coexintonce; tha aceapeance of the UM, Parcicion Plan {n L94Y, the affer

te vithdraw free corricerins Oceupied in cthe 987 War in axchange for peace,

and the Camp David Accords, which oxplicicly recognised tha nesd to addreas |

Palaatinian aspiracions within the frameverk of direct nagecdations, . ‘
Wa know the U.8. recognises cthat g Juet and endusing pesce only can ba

obtained through direct negotdacions, A phased process, in whieh tnicisl

igreaments on some imsues can Yegd to Frogress on more complex and divisive

questions, now may suggest » good prospest for suecess. Such a process is

envisaged fa the Camp David Accords.
Ve know you recognize thac when & trus hand of puace ia olleted o 1c,

| Terael will grasp it waraly and unhesitantly,

Cordially,

Hichael A. Palavin
Chair, NJCRAG

NoTE (1116 braer wag  Arpowen By THe MIceAc Pt
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The Washington Post

AN

INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

- — =

The Latest on the West Bank

LMOST EVERY DAY, it seems, something

new and frightful is reported on the West

Bank and Gaza that brings Israel's occupa-
tion policy into deeper disrepute among Israelis
and foreigners alike, Last week it was a report by
American medical experts accusing the army and
police of loosing “an unrestrained epidemic of
violence” in theim two months—the more than
50 deaths and several thousand beatings meted
out to civilians there. Over the weekend one
could read of Israeli soldiers forcing their way
into @ West Bank hospital and beating up four
Palestinians who were giving blood. Yesterday it
was a stomach-turning account of an Israeli mas-
ter sergeant ordering a bulldozer driver to bury
alive four young Palestinians; villagers later
pulled them out and they survived.

After each of these reports or events, certain
things are said in mitigation of them: that there was
heavy and sometimes life-threatening provocation:
that discipline slipped and the response got beyond
the bounds of policy; that the very excess demon-
strates the occupation was.never set up to restrain
defiant civilians; that Argbs have regularly done
worse to each other; that Arab hostility has made
peace-minded Israel a nation at permanent war; and

80 0o, There is a measure of truth to all these
assertions, but none of them cancels out the root
truth: what [sraelis are doing on the West Bank and
Gaza s terrible and indefensible. There is no excus-
ing these things, and many Israelis do not excuse
them, Rather, they take the latest events and the

international tion they have stirred as occasion
for a fresh at what Israel must do to ensure a
good and secure future,

The debate in lsrael is over whether to make
Erudging tactical concessions until the storm
lows over or to use the storm to move Israel into
direct address of the basic question Israel has
dodged through 20 vears of tion: Should
Israel give back territory for peace? It is keenly in
the American interest to see that Israelis address
that question, Having gone along in low gear for a
year with a nluwmm proposal for an interna-
tional conference, W. ton is now shifting into
high gear with an alternative approach over which
it would have more control. This makes sense as
a way to keep up Israel's confidence in its
American patron, but of course it puts on the
United States the obligation to bring Israelis
along if Palestinians are able to field a representa-
tive negotiating body ready to accept Israel,

BE
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@ Well, can you tell us about thie Middle

bit? That's not usually as prominent AR S A1ttle

or as current a topic as that might be on this trip. Will the
Secretary - how should I put this question 8o we can get you to do
== to say what the Secretary is saying? I was going to ask you if
the_Eecratary would ask fur the Soviet's blessing in his approach to
an international conferance, but Please take it anyway you wish?

ETATE DEFT. OFFICIAL: Of course —- yeah, I think the regicnal

issues —— no doubt Afghanistan will be prominent, the lran-Irag Gulf
war, the UN work on a follow-up to 528 and the Middle Fast.
Clearly, if I had to pick three, it would be those three. [ don't
mean to exclude the possibility of their touching on Cambodia, or
Korea or that kind of thing. But, I think the prominence will no
doubt go to thods three.

In the past when they have discussed the Middle East and it has
been in terms of an international conference, there have been the
two views, and the Secretary has always put forward his view of what
a conference would have to do 1f the conference idea were going to
be legitimate. That position, of course, hasn't —— hasn't changed.
In light of everything else that's happened, that general position,
1 think on an international conference hasn't changed.

I would expect the Secretary to maybe share some of his
thinking with the Soviets on the Middle East, but I don't have any
sense that it's going to be in great detail. I think they’ll talk
about the Middle East., If the Becretary’s going to be traveling in
the region, that's an obvious question from the Soviet side, "Well,
you know, what do you == what do you think you'll be doing? What's
the direction of this?" But, I deon't think that -~ a direct answer
to your guestion, Barry -=- I don't expect the Secretary to be asking
the Soviets for specific support on specific US ideas.

Q Has there been an exchange in advance of this visit on
the Middle East specifically?

SETATE DEFT. OFFICIAL: No. The only exchange in advance —-

and I may have missed one somewhere along the line, the only
exchanges that Irhave seen were a general follow-up at the end of
the Washington Summit just sort of reviewing what had happened, and
that's already, You know, been covered all over the placey and then
the arrangements of working groups and arrival ¢imes and programs.
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(o) But didn't the Secretary signal to Shevardnadze that he
wanted to discuse the Middle East, and Shevardnadze said, fine, we'd
like to do that as well?

STATE DEPT. OFFICIAL: Well, we did that in doing up the, you
know, the agenda, as to what might be on it. Beb?

Q . Do you have a sense, or are you attempting to say that
the Becretary thinks that his Middle East initiative can succeed

with“the Boviets sitting on the sidelines, not being asked for their
support?

STATE DEPT. OFFICIAL: No, I'm not trying to say that at all.
I'm trying to specifically ansver the guestion: How do 1 think it
will come up at this time? And how do I think the sub ject, Middle
East, will come up at thic time in Moscow? And I expect it to come
up in the context of the broad review of regional issues. 1 expect
part of the background to be the Secretary’s own recent work in this
drea -- the fact that he’s going to be traveling in the region. But
I"'m net in a position == I mean, maybe somebody else could tell you
differently, but I'm not in & position to say to yvou that the
Secretary intends to go there to ask specifically for Boviet
support. Now I was not -~ you know, for what he is about to do. It
would be wrong to extrapolate from that any sugpestion that we're
not interested in Soviet views, we're not interested in Soviet
behavior in the region. But you'd also be wrong to rely on me to be
the Middle East expert. 8o, if you want to pursue that one, get
somebody else down here. (Light laughter.)

" .

] What about the ~-

ME. OAKLEY: The number of refuseniks —— wait a minute —-—

STATE DEPT. OFFICIAL: Oh, the number of refuseniks., Of the
11,000 who specifically were on that list, I don't know how many are
out. The rate is continuing on Jewish emigratisn about, let me say,
B,3500 a year as an annual rate. I'm told by those who work this
issua on a daily basis that about BO percent of the pemple getting
out represent refuseniks, and 20 percent are new pecople —- you
know, not long=-term applicants, pecple who are just applying to get

. .
out.

I don't know how many are —- even doing the math wouldn't allow
me to tell you how many are left, because there has never been
agreed figure in this country or anywhere else as to what the total
population of the refusenik group was; you could hear from 11
(thousand) teo 20,000, And I don't -- we're just not counting it
that way. We're just —— the position we're taking to Moscow is let
everybody go who wants to leave. And we're nol seeing that

happening. /)r
437 74
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loblry, startled the other Pameia Har
riman’s Georgetown house by saying, m effect: |
i Geocge Shuits,

peace. That suggests their objective may be less
than the broad lsrael-Palestinian peace Shul
“says he = out to get. g

It sa, despite firm rhetoric and Announced
purpose, Shaltz will seek only short-term meas-
ures o end Paleatimian deaths and mbeve the
ugly coodition Israed finds stsell I today.

mmanﬂdmhﬂqﬂﬂﬂn
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REVIEW & OUTLOOK

1B8B-B2-17

Shultz in Israel %

Secretary of State George Shullz
will travel to the Middle East next
week to have yet one more try at a fi-
nal settlement of the 40-year-old prob-
lem of Palestinian refugees, Arab rl-
ots and demonstrations on the West
Bank, In Jerusilem and along the
Gaza Strip. and the harsh responses
of 1sraell troops attempting to restore
civil order, once again have focused
world attention on the reglon, These
unpleasant events, fully covered by
the world's newspapers and TV cam-
eras, are generating a great deal of
nervousness among Israel's [riends.

Al the very center of this storm 1s
Yitzhak Shamir, the doughty lttle
prime minister of Israel. He Is [ight
ing a lonely battle to reslst a new at-
ternpt to "internationalize' the Pales-
tinian problem, princigenlly through a
settlement that would be sponsored hy
the United Nations Security Council.
The Soviet Union wants thal ap
proach. Mr. Shultz’s peace plan,
which he has fioated with Israell and
Arab leaders gnd presumably will dis-
cuss directly with Mr. Shamir at the
end of his visi{, envisions International
discussions, Egypl and Jordan yester-
day appeared to have agreed on the
idea of a final settiement with interna-
lional backing, judging from reports
from Calro. And [finally, Shimon
Peres, lsraell foreign minister and
leader of the party in opposition to
Mr. Shamir, supports the internatlon-
alization idea,

B

S0 surely, one might think, Mr,
Shamir's lonely position means he's
made a serlous mistake? Hasn't Mr.
Peres, no less an Israel| patriot but
far more flexible, had the right ap-
proach all along, as the riots and the
bulldup of anti-Israell opinion now
make clear? By the time M, Bhultz
?:j'u dsc:rwr:j uﬂ'ﬂ;I Mr. Shamir a week

om Sunday, that truth ha
worthy of debate, i

Or will 7 Let's begin with
venue for these lnternag:mu.l msc'dl'f
slons, the Unlted Nations. Two of the
five permanent members of the Becu-
rity Councll, the Soviet Union and
China, do not recognize Israel. The
U.N. General Assembly Is tilted heav-
lly against Israel, as it has demon-
strated time and agaln in its resoly.
tions. It can be argued that the U.N,
has In fact prolonged the agony of the
Palestinians through the refugee
camps that have kept the problem fes.
tering for 40 years. So if Mr. Shamir
has some suspicion of U.N.-sponsored

jmlu1;ums. It is not altogether surpris-
ng.

What about the Soviet Interest?
The Reagan administration seeins to



1388-B2-17 1B:51

ink It is denling with a new kind of
E]Lviﬂ leader In Mikhail Gorbachev.
Maybe Mr, Shultz gnd Mr. Reagan
know more about this than we do, or
maybe they're fooling themselves. We
cerlainly see no outward evidence of
change in the Goviet Middle East pol-
jey. Its dynamic was gat in motion
years 8go with Soviet sponsorship of
Arab socialism, which has as one of
Its most important manifestations the
Palestine Liberation Organization.
The PLO and Syria, & Soviet client
state, effectively have intimidated
anyone who might be interested In a
peaceful solution 10 the Palestinlan
problem, a tactic that has included
the murder of moderate West Bank
mayors. Does the Soviel Union really
want a solution to the Palestinian
problem or does it want that problem
to remain & thorn in the side of the
Americans and Israelis? All past evi-
dence would suggest the latter,
Which finally brings us to the Reu-
gan administration plan, which car
ries the heading “territory for
peace.” The 1sraelis give up territory
they have occupled in their wars with
the Arabs and they, in turn, ArTe as-
sured of peace. The precedent, of
course, would be the Camp David
agreement with Egypt.

f
L]

gt e Y

"

407

It's instructive, though, to recall
that the Camp David agreement had
no Russian participation, It was
worked out by Anwar Badat and Men-
achemn Begin. with Jimmy Carter as
intermediary. If the true precedent
were being followed today, Mr. Sha-
mir would be negotiating the status of
the West Bank and Gaza Btrip with
King Hussein and Hosnl Mubarak,
with Ronald Reagan or George Shultz
as mediator,

ng such approach effectively has
been blocked by the Soviets and the
PLO. Given this set of circumstances,
fsn't it just possible that when the So-
viets and the PLO use the word "ter-
ritory,” what they really have in mind
is possession of new bases [or opera-
tlons bent on the ultimate destruction
of Israel?

Now, maybe Mr, Shultz has figured
outl a way to persuade the Soviets, the
PLO and the Syrians to get out of the
way, allowing Mr, Shamir, Mr. Peres,
Mr. Mubarak and King Husseln to
work out a truly peaceful solution to
the problems of the Paleslinians, who
certainly have been hostage to Middle
East politics far too long. Miracles
have happened before. But given the
odds, it's hard for us to fault Mr, Sha-
mir and like-minded Israelis for their

continued concerns about national sur-
vival.

1488126
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A Sensible Goal
In the Mideast

Going for the gettable

It's about time
Secretary of State
Gleorge Shultz de-
cided to plunge into
Mideast negotia-
tions. A direct,
forceful American
role is a necessary
condition in any at-
tempt to relieve
tensions in the West
Bank and Gaza and
to take advantage of new opportunities
brought about by the Palestinian uprising.

But — with elections in both Israel and the
United States this November, an Israeli gov-
emment without a consensus on how t0 pro-
ceed and no certain interlocutor in the Arab
world — Bhultz faces a daunting task.
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He seems to be proposing a three-level ap-
proach: First, direct talks about autonomy
among Israel, Jordan, Egypt and the Palestin-
ians. Becond, an International peace confer-
ence. Third, negotiations over the final status
of the West Bank and Gaza. But how the levels
relate is unclear. Evidently, SBhultz believes
that Jordan’s King Hussein will participate in
the autonomy talks only if there is agreement
to proceed with an international conference.
But S8hultz should concentrate on what can
be done in the short term. That means devis-
ing ways for the Palestinians in the West Bank
and Geaza to gain more control over their lives, |

The secretary should not allow an i.ntema—.
tional conference to become the centerpiece
of his effort. At a conference, there is always
pressure to compromise at the lowest, most
radical common denominator — a formula
that does not work, Recent history shows that
progress in the Mideast comes in small steps.
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Grandiose plans invariably lead to dead ends.
The dramatic change in the last two
months has been in the West Bank and Gaza
itself. Having finally rebelled against occupa-
tion, there is the possibility that there are
now resident Palestinians with newfound
credibility who are prepared to stand up and
negotiate for political autonomy. .
But for even that
modest plan to
work, the Israeli co-
alition government
must agree to A
meaningful auton-
omy. It must not be
a cover for Israell
domination of the

entire West Bank. ' Wz‘i
There has to be a Wi
recognition that Is- Hussein

rael cannot perma-

nently control territory inhabited by 1.5
million Palestinians. Withoui such assurance,
Shultz's mission will be stillborm.

Despite all the contention, there is one
polnt on which there aclually sces Lo by a
consensus: Without an all-out, high-level
American effort, the region will continue its
most recent spiral into violence and chaos.
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other day I heard It
sald, not for the first
time, that peace |Is
breaking out all over — In
U. 8.-Soviet relations, in Af-
ghanistan, in Nicaragua —
and that hard-liners like
me are very unhappy as a
result,

On this particular occa-
sion the charge was made
by a liberal intent on insin-
uating that, no matter
what they may find It pru-
dent or expedient to pre-
tend, most conservatives,
in the secret recesses of
their hearts, actually
prefer war to peace.

It is worth noting, how-
ever, that much the same
charge was made by the
eminent liberal sociologist
David Riesman against a
liberal candilate running
for the Dem cratic presi-
dential nomination in 1860,
According to Riesman, Sen.
John F. Kennedy was a
contemporary representa-
tive of those American pa-
fricians “who since Theo-
dore Roosevelt's day have
peen war and preparation

for war as the condition of

national health.”

To complicate matters.

otil) further, no Jess promi-
nent a conservative than
Ronald Reagan has hurled
a related accusation at
those of his fellow conser-
vatives who are appalled
by what they regard as his
politically adulterous em-
brace of arma control and
detente. In fact, a few of
them are so appalled that
they have even gone so far
as to call Reagan a dupe of

.the Soviet Union and to
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rank him with Neville
Chamberiain as an ap-
peaser of totalitarianiam.
Btung, Reagan has retorted
that the reason thesa con-
servatives oppose the INF
treaty is that they think
war with the Soviet Union
ia inevitable.

To be sure, this reversal
of alllances on arms con-
trol does not extend to all
other issues. On Afghani-
stan, Reagan (unlike some
in his own administration)
is »till with the conserva-
tives in favoring continued
ald to the resistance. And
on Nicaragua, Reagan re-
mains united with conser-
vatives of every stripe in
support of the contras,
while the liberals are en-
tirely as one In accusing
them all of refusing to
*give peace a chance."”

Now, it Is certainly true
that we hard-liners reject
the idea — once held nnly
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pacifists, but now an ar-

ticle of faith among many

people who do not consider
themselves pacifists —

_' that peace is the most im-

rtant of all values, and

at it Is always and in all

lrcumat&.mu more desir-
able than war.,

In addition to belleving
that there are things worth
fighting and dying for,
hard-liners are persuaded
that not all conflicts are
capable of resolution by
diplomatic compromise.
There are, in our opinion,
wars (some hot, some
cold) that can end only
with the defeat of one side
or the other, i

But suppose that for the
sake of ];n intellectual ex-
periment we were to set
those convictions tempo-
rarily aside. Supposc we
were to practice a kind of
Coleridgean “suspension of
disbelle tﬂwa.rd the view
that peace is breaking out
all over. Buppose we were
to “glve peace a chance™ at
least in the realm of specu-
lation. What would we then
be required to think about
the conflicts in question?

In the case of the one be-
tween the U.S. and Boviet
Union, we would have to
accept (as Reagan evi-
dently now does) that the
BSoviets are no longer im-
perin.listic and that lhe:r
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Costa Rica and the Demo-
cratie Party of the US.
that the Sandinista regime
is just as ready to give up
on its own Leniniast com-
mitments as the Soviets
are on theirs, Like Arias
and the Democrats, we
would have to take the
position that once the con-
tras are gone, and In re-
to ﬂmg more

the "m pressure”

of world opinion on which

-

the Arias plan de-
_ pends, the Sandinistas will
permit free political
competition at home and
will refrain from trying to
export revolution abroad.
It is, I suppose, concelv-
able that the lions are
about to lile down with all
the lamba. 8hifting the
focus to a different political
context, it Is even concelv-
able that If Israel withdrew
from the West Bank and
Gaza and acquiesced In the
establishment of a new
Palestinian state there, the
FPalestinlans would surren-

der thelr claim to Jerusa-
lem, Tel Aviv and Halfa.
Perhaps at that point the
other ab states would
also rencunce the goal of
" wiping Israel off the map
— even though they have
been pledged to this goal
since the moment of Is-
rael’s birth, even though
they are all (with the re-
cent exception of Egypt)
still pladged to It, and even
though, with lsrael more
militarily vulnerable, they
.would be in a better posai-
tion than before to achieve
it :
To all these visions of
liona lyilng down with
lambs, the facts say no,
COMMON sense gays no, his-

tory =ays no. en the
Bible, gm which the

image of the lons and the |

lamba comes, often says no |
— an when the p ,
Jeremiah complains about
those who cry “peace,
peace, when there is no

peace.

Nevertheless, with disbe-
lief ptill willfully suspend-
ed, I stipulate that no one
can be absolutely certain’
that “there Is no peace” In
store today.

The question, however, is:
do we wish to bet our free-
dom, and the freedom of
others who rely on u=s for

“help, on 80 tiny a possibil-

ity? As lions facing other
and hungrier lions, should
we be ourselves
into lambe on the assump-
tion that (to Il;nlxl biblical
metaphors) the

out ul:em are mddm
only willing but able to
change thelr apota?
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Israeli Opposition

By Ira J. Hechler
SRAEL IS at the crossroads.
I In one direction is peace and the possibility
of increased business with the Arab bloc,
while the other road seems to lead to unending
hardship and, possibly, war.

The cﬂuine lies with the Israelis in their elections
next November, but it is crucial that we New
Yorkers exert our considerable influence in Israel
now, while the opportunity for an international
peace conference remains very much open.

After all the dashed hopes for .Peuna in recent
years, why should we be oﬁutimistic.

My optimism is the result. of a trip late last month
as a member of an American Jewish Congress
“'peace uission” to Egypt, Jordan and Israel.

Our trip has convinced me that all three coun-
tries have much to gain from an international con-
ference.

But, ironieally, opposition in Israel is the single
greatest impediment,

Our first stop was in Egypt, where President
Hoeni Mubarak made clear his desire to help solve
the problems in the West Bank and Gaza and to
build a lasting peace for Israel with all the Arab
countries, once a just solution to the Palestinian
problem is found.

He explained that Arab leaders’ fear of extreme
fundamentalism — long entrenched in Iran and
newly in the West Bank and Gaza — makes
this an i time to act.

He aleo explained King Hussein of Jordan’s prob-
lem in joining peace talks.

In the Arab world, he gaid, you can negotiate only
if you are sure of achieving total success. Anything
less is humiliating failure,

For this reason, Hussein will enter negotintions
only under the umbrella of an international confer-
ence to protect himself from criticism.

SOUBISJUO]) 8089 B SJUSASIJ



‘It is crucial that we
New Yorkers exert our

L

considerable influence in
Israel now, while the

opportunity for an inter-

national peace conference

remains very much open.’
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Hussein confirmed this when we met with him a
couple ufdnylhtar.Henﬂdhewauldhedelighted
to negotiate alone with Israel — were he guaran-
teed in advance that all his demands would be met.
Since this is impossible, a conference is necessary.

And Israel? Our meetings with Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shemir and Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres convinced us that the two are unlikely ever to
agree. Peres and his Labor Party support an inter-
national conference.

In fact, when he was prime minister, Peres se-
cretly met with Hussein in London, where they
agreed on the need for such a conference, which
would include negotiations between Jordan and the
Palestinians on one side, and Israel on the other.
These would be conducted with the understanding
that whatever agreements they reached would be
accepted by the international conference, and that
no solution could be imposed on them.

However, the proposed conference was defeated
by two votes in the Knesset.

It was defeated because Shamir's Likud Party,
aligned with the religious parties, opposed it. Sha-
mir and the Likud refuse to give up one incn of
territory — & position Palestinians will not accept.
A group of leading West Bank Palestinians told us

_that they would accept an international confer-
ence, and that they would agree to a moratorium
on strikes and demonstrations during it.

The Likud position is based primarily on con-
cern for security. Yet Gen. Ezer Weizman, a
leader, scoffed at this argument.

“When Israel concluded an agreement with
Egypt on the Sinai, it was agreed that there would
be no military planes, tanks or large guns in the
Sinai,” he told us. *In the eight years since the
treaty, those provisions have been observed.” Any
solution for the West Bank or Gaza would require
a similar agreement, he said, and it could be strict-
ly enforced.

Further, Jordan would have similar anxieties
and would be sure to push for the demilitarization
of thet West Bank.

Wh. -t you would have, then, is Israel, probably the
stronpest military power in the Middle East, facing
off ag; inst a demilitarized West Bank.

Where is the threat? The truth is there would
be none. The security argument is merely a pey-
chological weapon used by those who do not
want to give up -

Those of us in New York who support peace
must mobilize now if we are to influence the Israeli
elections next November.

We can make a difference by supporting Jewish

izations here and in Israel that support peace
efforts, and by encouraging Israeli friends and rel-
atives to vote for candidates who favor an interna-
tional peace conference.

Ira J. Hechler is a businessman in

Manhaittan.




e ———

Israel Detains 2
In Burial Alive
Of Palestinians

By JOHN KIFNER
special to The New York Times
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the Palestine Press Service re-

day,
‘; ported that a Palestinian, identified as

Mohammed al-Rai, died Sunday of In-

JERUSALEM, Feb. 15 — The 1sraell _‘{uries he suffered during a beating by

Army sald today that it had opened an
investigation Into reporis that Its

ians alive. It sald that it had detained
two soldiers and that it expected to de-
tain others,

wilnesses said soldiers severely beal
four Palestinians Feb, 5 in the Wesl
Bank village of Salim, then ordered
them to lie face down and dumped dirt
from a bulldozer over them, Reporis of
the incident shocked many Israelis as
the details appeared in the Israell tele-
vision and press in the last 24 hours.

After the army left Salim, villagers

nesses, Three were treated at the hos-
pital in Jericho and released, and one
was kept there for eight days with frac-
tures in both arms. ”

A General’s Warning

“Even in my worst dreams, | would
never Imagine such a thing,” Gen.
Amram Mitzna, the commander .of
Itroops in the West Bank, said of the
| case. e spoke to the army radio today
‘from the Arab village of Abu Dis,
 where soldiers dismantled protest

roadblocks, ripped down Palestinian
flags and arrested 18 people.

The general said, 'l constantly warn
commanders to expect the most awful
things could happen when soldiers find
themselves all of a sudden command-
ing and deciding the lives of civilians."

The army expecls more demonstra-
tions Tuesday. The protesis are de-
scribed as a “‘Day of Anger™ in leaflets
from the underground leadership of
what Palestinians are calling the “up-
rising.”

As scattered clashes continued to-

troops had buried four young Palestin-|

dug the youths oul, according to wit- .

sraell soldiers In the Shn:{gige quarter
of Gaza city. He was the 58t Palestin-
* ‘lan reported to have been killed by Is-
. raeli troops during the unrest, now in
its third month, and the fifth said to
‘have died of injuries sulfered during a
ibeating. -
Since Defense Minister Yitzhak
‘Rabin described a policy of “force,
‘might, beatings" in mid-January, Is-
‘rael has drawn international criticism
.as s soldiers clubbed Palestinians and
broke hands and arms in what ranking
- officers have described as an effort to
revent stone-throwing and to instill
fear. -
General Mitzna, among the army's
most respected officers, defended lht1
conduct of the troops under his com-
mand at a news conference Jan. 28, in-
simtng that the beatings were “excep-
tions'' that would be investigated. "“We,
the Israelis, the Jews, have a very
sensilive conscience,” he said then.

‘A Horrible Impact’

Many iIn this couniry, where the
. army is a revered institution to which
virtually every family has a connec-
tion, seemed anguished as the reports

of the live burial began unfolding on
. television Sunday night and in this
morning’s newspapers.

“It had a horrible impacl — éven
people on the extreme right sald it

went much much too far," said Yehudr



Litani, an editor at The Jerusalem
Post. “‘Someone working with me who
is known for his nationalist views said
he wanted to bury himself out of
shame."
| “Peaple feel It went beyond all bor-
ders and that it has to be stopped,”’ Mr.
Litanl said, adding; “‘But when you
allow people to beat and harass, that's
ane of the results. The Minister of De-
fense and generals think you can con-
A u cannot.”
"tg:lt E:ﬁnﬁy Ir:r%in,’m Israeli television
viewers watched a resident of the Arab
village of Salim, Yuself Hamdan, de-
scribing a soldier ordering the four
hs to lie face down on the ground.
“"He hit them on their heads &nd told
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the soldier driving the bulidozer to run
them over,” Mr. Hamdan said, "When |
the driver refused Lo do so, he was lold
1o cover them."

“How can I go on living here?" asked
a teacher who is a devoted Zionist and
the mother of three sons who have

served In the army. Deeply depressed
after watching the television news, she
asked, “What do 1 have in common
with the people who did that?"”

The incident is said Lo have begun
alter Mosiem Friday prayers when vil-
lage residents staged a protest and
built barricades of big stones and burn-
ing tires.

The army came and, according to the
villagers, forced four youths to clear
the stones, then beat them and forced
them to lie face down. Then, the villag-
ers sald, the troops called over an
army bulldozer that was huildlnF an
earthen rampart to seal off the village,
and had it dump its load on tha four,
covering them with about a foot of dirt.

The army announcement today said:
“This Investigation Is receiving the
‘highiest priority. So far two soldiers

have been detained and other deten-
‘tions are expected in the near future.”
l The army began its investigation

after inquiries by journalists.
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Accusatlons of 'Barbarism’

In an editorial titled “Barbarism,"”
the Hebrew-language newspaper
Yediot Ahronot said today thai even
those who support *'a hard hand
against the riolters In the territories
will be shocked.

“The investigation is_still continuing,
but the army already confirms that
this horrible act did take place: A trac-
tor bearing army markings buried

e

‘alive four village youths as 8 ‘punish-

ment’
ances,

“"An official Ezlluy of a hard hand is
one thing; barbarism in the form of a
‘private initiative' Is something alto-
gether different, which must not be
agreed with or passed over silently,”
the editorial said.

“In more than one case, the strong
arm has become the sadistic arm," (he
independent dal'y Haaretz said in an
editorial this morning,

or participaling In disturb-

The incident occurred more than a
week ago, and had been the subject of
widespread rumors in Palestinian vil-
lages, But it Is being widely reported
only now because many of the Isracli
and foreign journalists crisscrossing
the West Bank had assumed il was too
outlandish to be more than a rumor.

Even the minority of Israelis critical
of the Government's policy in the occu-
pled West Bank and Gaza Strip were
surprised that there could be a report
of a burial alive.

"My wife wouldn't believe il when |
showed her the paper,' said Michael
Groton, a psychiatrist who, along with
hig wife ic active in a newly farmed or.
ganization of mental health workers
who oppose the occupation policies.

“People are shocked. Israeclis have a
certain kind of ideal of the Israeli sol-
dier that he will handle himsell with de-
cency. These are the kinds of things
that other armies do — the French in
Algeria, the Americans in Vielnam."”

Amos Elon, the writer, said, "I'm
afraid it's not going 1o be a turning
point, as it might have been, because
this Is now a brutalized population.”
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Camp’s

Hardened by Despatr

By Timothy M. Phelps
Newsday Middle East-Bureau

El Arrub Camp, Occupied West Bank
— Every 100 yards the blackness and
bitter cold of the night is broken by a
bonfire, where clusters of men and boye
stand guard with their clubs, like cave-
men. - *

A man of 70 leans into the fire, his
weight concentrated on a thick stick, his
wrinkles and white stubble of a beard
framed against the intense orange light.

The man is preoccupied, and so, it
seems, is every one of the approximately
ﬁ.ﬂnﬂ Pﬂlesﬂn- L
ian refugees
who live here,

ith the possi-
bility that an
attack by Israe-
li settlers
armed with
submachine guns could come at any
time.

“The Palestinians here called to all
the world, East and West, to protect
them But we have to protect ourselves.
They have their weapons; I have my
atick. If 1 die, | die in peace,” says the
ald man, Mohammed.

The settlers have come to the El Ar-
rub refugee camp only once in recent
weeks, and then they caused more fear
than harm. But the lsraeli army has
come in many times, shooting and
sometimes killing people, breaking
bones and smashing houses.

RFPORT FROM
WEST BANK
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Still, it is the civilians, settlers whose
nearby lights burn as a bitter reminder
of lost Palestinian land, whom the refu-
gees fear. Fear and rumors about the
settlers have swept the West Bank,
fueling the riots that invoke harsh re-
sponse by the Israeli military.

The preparations for the long night
began at dusk, when the crackle of
burning branches was heard through
the narrow alleys and pathways of the
crowded camp, which is more town
than camp gince the tents for the 1948
refugees from lsrael were replaced with
tiny houses in 1960.

Tension shoots up in the twilight
with shouting in an alley, but it is only
the shebab — the youth — who have
become the leaders of this traditionally
patriarchal society, collecting bread for
a nearby village where three young
men were shot and killed after a distur-
bance ignited by settler rumors.

Seldom in the past have the construe-
tion workers and waiters who live in
the camps rushed to help the farmers in
the villages, but the perceived settler
threat has helped unify the Palestin-
ians, Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak
Rabin has acknowledged as much in
public statements criticizing the uc-
tions of settlers.

The fear of settlers’ attacks is u recur-
rent theme in this camp and throughout

E——
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the West Bank_ It is a fear nurtured by
rumors that spread after settlers staged

raids, usually in retribution for rock-
thmw’ni incidents or demonstrations
on the highways. The rumors them-
selves become the essence of the fear
that the settlers may come at any time,
and, outside the law, attack. Rabin ac-
knowledged concern that action by the
settiers on the West Bank would serve to
inflame passions on both sides. He criti-
cized the settlers for going on armed
patrols and demanded restraint.

After a couple of hours, the dark-
ness is complete but for the bonfires
that have hecome the streetlights of
El Arrub,

“We are hoping the people from Kir-
yat Arba [one of the most militant Is-
raeli settlements) come here, The
young men and the old men, we want to
teach them a lesson," said Mohammed,
who was born a year after the Jewish
migration to Palestine began in earnest

! with the Balfour Declaration of 1917.

In the declaration, the British cabinet
endorsed “the establishment-in Pales-
tine of a national home for the Jewish
people.” '

Mohpammed compluined that the sol-
diers help the settlers enter the camp
and then defend them by shooting the
residenta,

“Does a dog bite his brother's ear?"
he asked, using the saying to explain
how the soldiers help the settlers. “The
peopie here will either live or die. The
army and the settlers come here to
slaughter u-.

"Why did the Israelis around every
village or camp put a settlement? Why
did Israel arm the settlers? Why? To
shoot birds or to shoot people? They
gave them weapons to slaughter the
I‘uﬁs}fnims. o

ohammed closed his in weari-
ness and pain. Behind h?neswaa a big
green cactus that bears sweet red fruit
in August. It is considered by the Pales-
tinians a symbol of their own ability to
endure under the harshest conditions,

\\
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“Do you permit someone to enter
r home while you are sleeping, to
{II? your children or to arrest them?”
asked Mohammed, coming alive again
to talk about the midnight arrests and
beatings by the soldiers. “'Are you for-
bidden to ask for your rights? Why am [
forbidden to apeak? Do the Israeli peo-
ple have fires like this? Why can’t the
Palestinian people live like the lsraeli
péople? Are Isracli people creatures of
Giod and Palestinian people creatures
of the devil?”

Almost a third of the 900,000 Pales-
tinians in the West Bank and most of
the 500,000 residents of the Gaza Strip
are refugeea who lost their homes and
land in Israel in 194B. Twenty years
later, after the 1967 war, they found
themselves again within Israeli-con-
trolled territory.

Many of the refugees have moved out
of the camps, going to Jordan, the Per-
sian Gulf or the United States, or to the
cities of the West Bank and Gaza. Those ,
who remain are the most militant oppo-
nents of the Israeli occupation.

There is always an army patrol out-
side or inside El Arruh, whose residents

rsist in throwing stones at Kiryat Ar-

a's buses despite the 12.foot fence sep-
arating the camp from the main road.
It is their own militancy, their proxim-
ity to the highway and to Kiryat Arba
that doom Arrub's residents to their
unusually high level of conflict with the
settlers.

The 27 United Nations-adminis-
tered refugee camps in the West
Bank and Gaza are overcrowded, of-
ten with 12 to 15 people living in two

rooms, somctimes along with some
chickena or rabbits.. ,, .." ", "0
N ST e
= L T SR * b _"
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The septic tanks in Arrub always
seem to be overflowing. Some houses
have no running water. The UN
schools work in double shifts.

But this is no slum, at least not by
Third World standarda. Plastor may ha
unpainted, cracked and flaking, but the
houses are immaculate. Many resi-
dents, especially those with relatives
earning money in the Persian Gulf,
have enlarged their dwellings, and
snme houses are substantial. Most
houses have a garden or a courtyard,
which gives them a sense of openness
they would not otherwise have.

Living rooms with cushions around
the perimeter become bedrooms with
wall-to-wall mattresses at night. In a
poorer house, the only furniture may be
a sideboard, with dozens of tiny cups
for coffee, and a televigion, The televi-
sions, the only sign of opulence in many
of these homes, are often smashed by
soldiers during Israeli military sweeps.

Hhwever, it is not living conditions
alone that create grievances against 1s-
raeli rule.

Residents cite the lack of political
freedom and limited legal rights, the
Joss of the farmland that each family
once had in Israel, the heavy hand that
the Isracli military exercises and the
threat o losing what they still poas=
to the sottlers — these are the issues
that have brought the refugees to the
point of rebellion.

A reporter spending the night at El
Arrub found many people willing to
talk about the reasons for this new at-
mosphere of revolt. As the Big Dipper
rose to cap, the sky, a 21-yearwold yquth

\oL '
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in & black leather jacket and blue jeans
suspiciously but eloquently answered a
reporter’'s questions at another bonfire.
One of the first children born under
the occupation, he is obviously the lead-
ar of thia menacing group of 30 youths,
each holding thick clubs or pieces of
pipe.
He will not give his name, but says he
is a student at nearby Hebron Universi-
ty, which has been closed indefinitely
by the army, like all the Arab schools in
the West Bank. Likewise, most Pales-
tinians in the camp are boycotting their
jobs, and even if they wanted to go to
wor' , many merchants have closed
their stores.

“"Iave you ever seen a country with-
out schools, without universities?’’ he
ask .. The Palestinians, who have little
else, t 2asure education.

“The Israelis take sixty shekels in
taxes and return only ten in services,
The oceupation has been twenty years.
There hasn't been any development.
We're the ones who built the [larger]
houses.” There are “‘no street lights,
not a single telephone. Seventy percent
of the people are sick with giardia [an
intestinal parasite].

“We're fed up. We're not even allowed
to talk politics, I'm afraidto talk to you,

“*¥e have rights. We are people. We must
have political rights. We are not allowed
to make decisions for ourselves."

Why, he was asked, did the uprising
erupt two months ago, not before or
after?

“First, the situation was strangling

aon b ;Hﬂﬂlﬂi;ﬂﬁ mmr_ﬁﬂ. me 29,
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us. Then there was the Arab summit [in
November|, when the Iran-Iraq war be-
came the first priority instead of the
Palestinians. Also the settlers, and the
procedures taken against the people by
the authorities.

“The Israeli army doesn't have disci-
line. They're all terrorists. And you sed
ow my pwglle live. Anything that I can

do against the occupation, I must do it
even if | have nothing but rocka.

“Rock throwing clarifies the situation

for the whole world. We have done more
in two months than the Arahs have done
in twenty years. Because of the rocks,
the world has become aware that there
are people here, 50 everyone continues.”

—
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to the problem.

“If we get our rights, it's possible. Un-
der an independent Palestinian state,
we ean live in peace.”

The explanation was impassioned.
But the tone changed and conversation
halted when questinns arose about deci-
sion-making among the shehab, about
differences among the young people at
the heart of the protest in the territories.
The crowd became hostile. and the re-
porter retreated to a nearby house.

In this sanctum, a famiiy, the men in
one rocm, the women in another, are
talking politics. Before a midnight sup-

er of flat, pizza-sized, home-baked
Erend eaten with white cheese, hummus
(a chick
gtaple),

te that is a Mideastern
-boiled eges. tomatoes and

He was acked if there is a solution , peppered green olives, Ahmed and Has-

2

san talked politice with their host,
Amer.

television earlier had been tuned
to the Israeli news in Arabic while the
radio was broadcasting the PLO radio
station in Baghdad.

Ahmed had arrived carrying a red,
bell-bottomed club. Hassan displayed a
homemade, razor-sharp knife.

Hassan, 41, works in a cloth factory
in larael. He used to work in Kirya
Gat, the Israeli city 20 miles due west
built on what was the town of Araq ¢l
Menashe. Hassan left there when he
was 1, and many of Arrub’s residents
come from the same place.

Hassan was fired several years ago
but back on his days off to see the
land his family used to own.

“We've been patient, patient for

furty yeurs," he said.

“There's no fear left. There is noth-
ing left to worry about. Il 1 die, it
doesn't matter. The problem now is
with the scttlements.

*1 have to take someone with me. If
they come and kill me, 1 have to take
someone with me. | have to.

“*The solution is Israeli recognition of
the PLO and for the PLO to recognize
Israel within ita 1948 borders. Every-
one has secure borders.”

The night passed peacefully, and
when the roosters crowed at dawn, ev-
eryone was still asleep.

Normally the men would be going off
to Israel, the children getting up for
school, the women doing the washing.

But nothing is normal right now un
the West Bank.

s
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Confidential

Israel has given careful consideration to the U.5.
non-paper of Jan. 15, 1988.

On the understanding that all contracts in
connection with the HNSAP agreement would as from now
be awarded solely to Israel contractors, Israel is

willing to commence immediate negotiations with a view
to concluding as soon as possible a Status of Forces

Agreement for U.S. forces in Israel.

The terms and definitions of such an agreement would
of course have to be mutually satisfactory and its
implementation after government approval would entail
Knesset legislation.

Although the proposed SOFA would apply only to U.S.
forces, parallel vith such negotiations Israel would
wish to negotiate an Executive agreement concerning
the status of Israel foreces in the U.5., containing
provisions similar to those accorded to U.S5. non-NATO
allies.

1f the U.S.G. finds this proposal acceptable we would
suggest that the U.S. negotiating team be in contact
with the Israel Embassy in Washington to dlscuss
possible venue and time for a proposed meeting.

o

i

.rl-l

_J.! . 1 1

= ; 1

i3 AT] )
" e L L "

ST

f
ey T i ;
1 ¥ 1 I
oty | L
L ' e
& : W
g L § ;
S ' ' i : ik
R i N *
i ] L ? : g
i 3 7 A} ! !
o . W, fiet
W J k] : S
¥ vt
o e Flay
sy it # | }
il LR i Lo
o oL ! P
A 1 " A 1
R ¥ i
i !";r"_ i 1 £id
H i %5
L 1 d af .
s ' AT
E"-'T ; ! f: o
i i 4 5
"-l.- {413 L o, e -~
A L E e L o T . 3
HE g gk o :
; ;: W ¥ | g den i
Ry Ll FoK a X il .
w ' Bt ‘ £
J 3 £l i) A b
¥ B e ) '3
) .




1988-R2-156 c£8: 36 l 1488126 el ,-J)

P n 09 !3 1101 S O SRTET N1t

.
arer TR 1 )

e

3192 YIITOY 1110

™ nrowny Y
16,2.08_A"1/77 L /""
VEARI : 373 /
|
21n ‘on

n"yn ,NYoxn :9M
neEny n"dn vy sy
NNy KD

@170 290N

1127071 PRI 13070 ma H;;L'i' j s R n?aann 72900 1A%
11.2.88"7 D1

pafle i

g 12 o1

o

| \ ( ) 3 \ b 3 \ 3 2
g rm_ﬂ o _al A G‘m’\‘:- e '% A \"“FK"‘-\ C_ﬁ\k Q] A G.«-,rr\ v A vl

"')5;'"3 \'“'L (o oAl Pg_arwi\ﬁ
\ ey 'l)fp-” Ly \




1 480126 Bz

| 98E-82-16 28:37

CArMABY
NNMNM f’% fj

ABC'S "NIGHTLINE"
INTERVIEW W{TH
DE. HENRY KISSINGEF, FORMER SECRETARY 0OF STATE AMD
DFE. ZRIGNIEW BRZENZINSK!, FORMER NATTONAL SECURITY ADVISOR

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, {988

M. EOrPEL J2NING us now from our Mew York gatudie ia Hanr y
Kigsinger, wha auw Secretary of State, was principal foroign policy
adviznr to Presidonts Nison amd Fard, Fallowing the 1973 Yeom Fippur

war, Mr. Fissinger was ingbtrumental in mediating betwesn farasl and
Egypt to bring about I[srael withdrawal from the Sinai, and
meadiating between the Israelis and the Syriang te bring aheuygt

Taranml 'y disangagement from the Galan Helghts, Jnining us haro 13
Washington is Ibigniew Brzenzinski, former Maticonal Security Advi

Lo Frestident Jimmy Cartar, Mr. Brzenzinski was a major player in
the Camp David process which led to the peace treaty betwesn Egypt
and Igrael in 1378.

Dr. Kisasinger, for a mediator to have useful ground on which he
San wark, hath sidec have to b et anly walling but gager to have a
mediator step in. There almost has to be a sense of desperation.

i+ Are the Israelis and the Falestinians desperate enough yet, do you
think?

DR, KISESINGER: I don't know whether the -- I think the
lsraells are clearly looking for a way cut. And I don’t know
whether the -- the negotiating partner should be the Falestinians or
the other Arab statesa, [ don't think there is a Falestinian graoup
with which to negotiate.

MR. KOPPEL: Well, there is a Falestinian group with which to
negotiate. The question is whether the lsraelis will be willing to
negotiate with them, and that's the FLO. .

DR. KISSINBER: And [ think 1t is out of the questian for
Israel to give up territary on the Weat Pank -- which is about 25
miles wide -- and give it up to the PLD which has been a group that
in its nature, whatever its formal program, which alao,
incidentally, stands frr the dictrucbizn of Iarawl, but which 1n its
-— which in its pnature cannot be satisfied with the status guo of -
that might be established by a negotiation. Se 1 think there has to
be an intermediate st@p in which the ather Arab states, especially
the moderate stateg —-- Egypt, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia, take
responsibility for what tervitory lasrael will give up in Gaza and on
the Weast Bank,

MRE. KOPPEL: Dr. Brzezinski, you have just returned from a few
days in Israel. Is it your imprassion that the young Faleatinianag
there now and those YOUNG tapeaker's smphasig) Falestinians ~- those
under the age of 21 —— I'"ve bean told that they represent new abouk
7S percent of the Population, for example, on the West Rank -- are
they prepared to let the Baudis or the Jordanians or the Egyptians
represent them even in preliminary discusaions?

FEDERAL. NEWS SERVICE 202=347-1400
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DR. BRZIEZINSK I Well, 1'm not gquite sure whether these
people have any defined palitical perspective, [ think Lhay
rather clesr view of what tEhey do not like, And thaey Ao not

B3

@

¥ong
hava a
like

the statusz qua, Byt one of the problems ia that the Palestintans
Ar @ dinmruanlzwu, moder ate leadership is not in charge and there's

no clear Paleskynian parspactive ar evan stratogy,

ME. KOFPFEL: Weell, T mean, khore is a clear Falestingan
perspactiva Lt wauld seam, at least in the minds of the 1
af the FLO. But as Dr. Kissinger has pointed

gadarship
Suty, thg [craplis are

nat going te neauliale with the PO, I mean, ultimately, are we
Juat being sucbed inte gome kind of a vortex that has tu be ragol vaerd

in violenca, where the s sides aimply cannot ar Will not talk +

one ancther ™

DR. LRZIEZINSKI: Well, I would hepe not. But it does seem to
me that cne has to, so to speak, go through the options: Can wa
medi ate? Well, Henry mediated back in the '70'a and of Course,
Fresident Carter and his team mediated late in the '70's.,  But then
you had an American leadership that was willing to bite the bullet

v T owag willing to stick with (¢, Henry stuck with it for

x
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day after day, and Fresident Carter stuck Wwith it. That isn’'t the
casa today. Sacondly, you had an Arab leader Willina to take a

‘hance on paace -- Sadat -—- even o risk hig head for i+, That {u
not the case today,  And thirdly, you had apn Israeli laader ship with
a4 defined strategy which accepted a nobtion of prace and wa= willing

tey bargain for it, And Fhat 1zn’t quite the case Yoday with a
stalemate. So that's out.

The -~ocand opfion is to have thig large international civr-u
that the admindstration |3 talking abaout, I frankly douht Ehat 1hi -
1 guing to solve the problem and lead Lo anykhing Langibile.

The third option, the one which I faver personally, is tu Ly
to prevaill on the Israelis to take some unilateral initiativea ru;ﬂ.
now regarding the West Bank, not trying to resolve the jaegm
ultimately, Lut trying to creato somewhat more propitioge
conditiona. And T think there are soma things that they could de,

MR, KOFFEL: Very quickly, if you would, @9 through twe ar
thrae,

DR. BRZEZINSKI Wall, simply two. One is simply impose the
autonomy arrangemants that yere provided for in Camp David. Thay
don't need to negotiate about this with the Jordanians., Thaere are
2nough FPalestinian mayors and afficials with whom this could be
worked out. Alternatively, have electione in the West Bank. In
either case, you'd begin tao change the atmosphera, yau'd begin to
change the rules of the game. And I think that is needed right riow.

MR, KOFFEL: 1711 tell you what, we're going to take a break in
Just a moment. But when we come back, Dr. Kissinger, I'd like bku
raise with you option twe that Dr. Brzezinski just mentioned. 1In
the past, you have always been opposed to bringing the Soviets Lntf.u.
the Middle Eastern process. But thers's a4 new Soviet leadership
these days who (g -- [ mean, we're talking now about Mr. Gorbachey,
wha ia far more creative in some of his thinking. And I'd like +..
get your thinking about how useful it might be to Brimg him inte
that process. We'll continue our discussian in a momant,

teommercial break)

MR. KOPPEL: Continuing our conversation new with Ibigniew

o
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Brzwzinak: and Henry Figuinger. Dr, Fissinger, during the garly
'70s you worked very hard to mimimize Soviet influence in the Middle
Eant. Is it now time to bring them {nto the process

ABRC NIGHTLINE-OZ/10/80 i
KISSINGER, BRIEZ INS T

DE. KISSINGEF: The problem with Soviet participation in the
Middle East 1o that Ehey can btale == or have takan in the past, the
pesition of their vadical Arab frliends, And the practj.a)
consaquence of thia i3 that 1t would isolate us at any inlternational
meating, put us in the Ponttion of a lawver of Israel, while oy
are making hay with the Arab countries. Where in fact, the only
cauntry thal can really bring progress (s the United States,

Mow, we could have saiploratary converiaations with the Soviaetbtsas
quietly, in which we can find out what their idea of a palitical
sattlemant {4, IT ik kurns out that they are prupared to ask .
compromises of their Arab friends, then we can make the
dataermination ghatbeaer thay can play a useful role. Dtherwisae, I

think we will be in the same dilemma in the 'B0s that we were in the
L vl o

MR. KOFFEL: Let me ask you about something that reportedly
happened today. Apparently the Attorney General, Mr. Messa, has
decided to close down the PLO Office to the United Nations in New
York. Guestion, Dr, FKissinger, if we are geing te present ourselves
48 being, you know, the honest broker ultimately between
Falestiniana in general and the Insraelisg or Arabs in general and
the Israelis, was that a smart move?

DRE. KISSINGER: Oh, I think that i not a move that [ -
of major comnsequence. I think it is not -= ! wauld

Y ®
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probably not have recommended making that particular Move sven
though I'm against having the PLD participate in the nagotiations,
If they were accredited to the United Nations, I think bagsically we
cught to let the United Nations make the determination of what anits |
“= wr what organizations are accredited to it. That ian't the hkey
problem. The key problem is do we know what we consider to be a
fair settlemant? Are we prepared to stand for it7 If cother natisns
want to help {n principle there's o réason not ko have them, but it
in a disaster to spent all our time o procedural mansuvers to sos
hoas $o assemble a confersnca without knowing what the contaragnce 11
suppesed to do and when a eadlock i the most likely cutcome,

MF., KOPFEL: Let me bring you back to your own quegstion., Da wo
know the elements of a reasonable solution® Wauld yveu be able to .
autline for ue, for example, steps one, twe and three?

DR. KISEINGCF: I have My 1deas, but that doesn't mean that
thin is necessarily what a careful axamination and the gQovernment
would do. I think a number of steps -- one, Iarael has to recognize
that it cannot continue to govern a hostile population by force, Se
it has to Qive up Gaza and part of the West Bank. Second, Israel
¢ cannot return to the 1260's southern bordera because it would neot be
' defensible, That would leave Israml in the position of
Czechoslavakia after Munich, Third, the giving up of any territory
on the West Bank would be such a traumatic experience for Israel |

O
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that to put the PLD there at the same Lime seems to me absalutely
out of the question.

ME. KOFFEL: So there would be an interim ==

DRE. KISSINGER: Se therefore the modarate Arab states have o
recognize this and have to create at least a4 transitional period in
which the process of sel f-gavernment in the Weak Bank can be
axamined. Now if thie framework ia: Aot acceptable to sther natisns,

AGHUMLING Sur government agraas with that, [ age no peint tn the
confearencea,

ME. FOFPEL: All right, let me, lat me -

DR, KISBIMGER: If it isn't that framewaork,

there sheuld he
same other framework,

M. KOPFELY Let me stop you there fap A mement and turn to d'.
Erzezinski. Whether now we are tn assume that your proposal is
implemented or Nr. Kissingwer's propeual . implemented, let me draw
both of your attentions to the simple fact of the matter that we ars
now smack dab in the middle of an Amevican presidential elaection
year, and given that fact is any kind of American proposal which i3
going to cause -- yhich is going to call on the Israelis to make
what Dr. Kiusinger cerractly rafers to as traumatic moves - is that
viable? _Is that going to happen until after this Rlection is over?

ABC NIGHTLINE-0Z/10/88 e
KISSINGER, BRZEZINSK]

DR. BRZEZINSKI: Well, I don't think we would be able to
implement it at this stage. We den’t have the will. As you said,
the elections are upon us. We can't focus on this. That's one
problem. But I have a further problem with the notion that we ought
to have a concrete concept of the eventual settlement, and it isg
this: at this stage, netther the Israelis nor the Palestinians or
the Arabs more generally are preparead .

4£f_
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to agree on what the final settlement sught to be like., And
tharefore, we need a transitional phase in which both sidesa get
accustomed to cohabitation, to living with each sther under somswhat
different conditions. And this is why 1 have always felt that the
notton of autonemy for the Palestinians should not be viewed as a
single, discrote avent, bubt rather as a Process, a4 proceass in which
the perceptions of both gides tewards wach other are alloered by the

fact that thay begin to live peacefully, in a more vallaborative
relatiasnahip,

ABC NIGHTLINE-O2/10/68 L b /fl;}
KISSINGER, BRZEZINSKT

ME. KOFFEL: Tf 1 may, laet me interrupt,
break. We'll continue our discussion
Brzezinski in just a moment.

HWe have to take a
with Dr. Kissinger and Dr.

#\.- @
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MRE. KOFFEL) Continuing our discussicon now with Henry kiasinger
and Zbigniew Brzezinski. Dr. Kissinger, your r@acktion, first of
all, to the possibilities of doing anything in an American election
yeap .,

‘(Commercial break)

DR, KISSINGER: Oh, I think we have to formulate a policyv. ke
may not be able to implement (¢ completel v, Inctdentially, 1 thing
that Ibig’s idra of a unilateral Turaeli step 18 a4 very creative
{dea with which T wauld concur, The wily thing T would pontt ouk |3
this, whatever area ig put under sel f-government, is the araa that
will eventually have to be put under Arab rule. And tharafore, 4.
issue of where the line is of the West Bank cannot be avoided i
this manner, IT it 13 a davice simply te continue Iaraeli rule, (&
will not wark. So the Israslis will have to face the fact that thg
araa that {a put under autanomy will avantually be the armea that ‘.
international opinion will ask it to Put under Arab government,

MR. KOPPEL: You are both dealing with asome very sophisticated,
and 1f T might add, at least medium-range, possibly long-range
realities. The reality that we're dealing with right now is the one
that Avi Posner(?) referred to in the end of that set-up piece, and
that is the daily drum beat of propaganda that is rcreated by thesas
pictures that wve see coming out of Israel and the Occupied
Territories. Now, Dr, Brzezinski, what impack, given my impression
that this is going to go on for some time, what impact ig that going

to have on the Peaaibility of any kind of legical, sensible talks
taking place?

DR. BRIEZINSKI: Oh, I think it makes it much more difficult,
Although when I was {n I[srasl itaelf, I was rather encouraged by the
attitude of the Israeli public. I think there's a great deal of
soul-searching going on, and a realization that something has to he
done. I think there's a world of difference between the public |
attitudes in general, Rspecially within tha pelitically actlve

segment of the Israeli People and the Israslij leaderahip, which i—.=.
gridlocked and less able to move.

MFR. KOPFEL: Dr, Kissinger, we have absut 30 seconds laft @
question you prohably won't want to answer, but is there any real
leadership in Israsl right now that ie capable of kind of grabbing
the reins and Baying, painful as it may be, w@ have to take seme

tough action?

!
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DR. KISSINGER: They have an absclute respons
such a leadership in the course of this yaar., p%hﬂ;b:;;:;tta ﬁ!::lop
United States to solve their internal problems. Thq;r it ;E 5 a8
strategy. Right now they do not have it, but they must o TVﬂ o
It is their obligatien for survival, Ladoan

¥y ki KOPPEL: Dr. Kissinger, Dr. Brzesinski, 1 thank you both
:EF{ ?:th frr Joining us this evening. Thatta auy PAPOTS foF
anight. I'm Ted Koppel in Washingten, oy i 5
Mirws, good night. M Far all of us hare in ABC

END
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‘A new peace formula

"\ After seven years of abstention, the Reagan
administration seems ready (o undertake a se-
rious diplomatic initiative to resolve the sym-

“blotic problems of justice for the Palestinians

,and security for [srael,

Previous efforts faitered each time US en-
'voys cncounlered resistance fram tha parties
"1e the conflict. In frustration. Secretary of
.State George Shultz said last year that he

would not work for a diplomatie settiement
runtil the states In the reglon had moved to-
rward agreement on thelr own,

g

:‘,5, Now he Palestinians of the occupled terri-

+ lorles, In & telegenie display of thelr frustra-

¥tion, have reminded the statesmen that the
“$latus quo is untenable: that timorous deci-
"sions to do nothing can have terrible conse
sfuences. : :

"' The new peace formula which Shultz and

]“‘ql: envoys have broached s a patchwork com-

pposed of the Camp David autonemy plan, the
Inlernational peace conference favored by Shi-
mon Peres and King Hussein, and the direct

«bilateral talks demanded by Israell Prime Min-
Igier Yitzhak Shamir,

=+ The prospect of an [sraell withdrawal from

mpccupled laad has already caused senior flg-
ﬁu In Shamir's right-wing Likud to 'de-
riounce the US proposal. At the same Lime, the
PLO and indigenous leaders of the uprising In
Lhe territories have refected It because it does

i not guarantee the creation of an Independent
Palestinlan siate, :

., The patchwork quality of the plan {s meant
|, to offer each of the parties to the conflict a ra-
tionale for eulering Inte negotiations.
+ Throughout this decade. the Likud position
i has been to Insist that any negotiations must
| be direct and bilateral, and be conducted with-
' In the framework of the Camp David auton.

omy scheme. These conditions are now met, at
i-least formaily,

i ' 1f clections are held this summer (n the oc-
i cupled territories, as envisioned In the US

+ plan, the practical result will be the election of

-conflict other than Palestinian sovereignty

local officials loyal te, and ipproved by, Yassar
Arafat’s PLO. In that event, the PLO would be
democratically legitimized as the represenia-
tive of the Palestinian people,

Since these elections precede negoliationa
about a permanent resolution of the Palestin-
lan prohiem, Arafat would have w 1iuch slron-
Ber claim to negotiate on behalf of his people
than he has ever had before. He could assert
this claim nat enly against lsraell objections,
but also to counter the ambitions of King Hus-
scin and of Arafat's bitter enemy, Halez Assad
of Syria.

What Is more, the US plan does not exclude
the possibility that n tiations concerning
the final status of the est Bank and Qaza
could culminate in Prlestinian atatehood.

It will not be eany to make diplemacy work.
The cruelties of the past have engendered pro-
found fears and resentments on both sides.

Shamir and senfor membern of his LAkl
bloe, adhiering to the right-wing nationalism
of Menachem Begin and his revisioniat men-
tor, Ze'ev Jabotinsky, scorn as heresy any de:
viation [rom an Ideological claim to soverelgn-
ty over all the land of a greater Israel,

In the Palestinian camp, there are sinilarly
extreme forces that reject any solution to the

over all the land now ruled by larael.

Yel there are parties Lo the conflict whe
now recognize the need for negotiation, com-
promise, peace and justice, Thia recognition
starts from an understanding that the present
situation Is inherently unstable,

laracl’s repression of the Palestinian upris-
Ing has created a far greater problem than
public relatians for the Jewish state. It has
created a crisls of morale for laraell soldiers,
and a moral crisla for many clviilans. It lhas
llluminated a desolating future, one which Iu-
cld Isracils want to avold,

The Lime has come to bring the partics te
the bargaining table, and the Invitationa must
be lssued from Washington,

L | . ™ ]
END
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If Israel withdrew

A PARADE of lsrael's
“friends," from NPR eom-
mentalor Ned Maclelsh to
\he leftswing New Jowlsh
Agenda, hns urged Isracl Lo
end Lhe viplence In Gaza and
the Wesl Bank by just “end-
Ing the gecupation” =— lLe, by
simply wllﬁﬂrnwln; from
the terriiories. 8ome of them
would allow laracithe [Ig leat
of an “Inlornatlonal confer.
ence” (allended by the Sovict
Unlon and the PLO), But by
and large, thelr pesition Is
roughly on a par with the old
antiwar bumper stloker:
"“Tha best way to get out of
Vietnam ls lo just get out,”

Few who displayed that
bumper slickerinthe '60sand
108 ever thought about the
monstrous consequences
that would belall the peaple
of Southoast Asla. We sus peet
even fewor have thought
fiboul the consoquences of an
lsraoli pullout from the oecus
pled arcas. -

David Bar-lllan, the re-
nowned concert planist, has.
In an acid lettor to the Wash-
Ington Post, Bar-lllan lays
out a chilling scenarlo:

® If the lacaclis leave, “a
rather nasly dispute will
erupt" among Arab (actlons
vylng for comtrol: the PLO,
the Moslem Brotherhood, the
communists, and the pro-Ha-
shemites. Tho PLO — better
tralned and organized than
the others — would likely
e¢mergeontop, allera year or
20 of bloodahed,

® But that would only be

the quarier-finala. The semi.
{inals would pit “the Arafu,
Habash, Hawalmeh, Glbrll,
Abu Musa and Abu Nidal fae.
tions of the PLO" againat
each olher, writes Bar:lliay,
“lf the Lebanon expericnca la
any gulde, the toll ... will be
somewhere belwesn 80,000
and 100,000 people.”

® When the faction backed
by the strongest sponsor —
Syrla — won, the Byrians
would be “Invited” In to keep
ordor. (Damaacus haa long
malntained that larael and
the territories, like Labanon,
are part of “Greator Byrin"),

® lsrael, of course, could
never allow the Byrian army
and alr force to be stationed
in the suburbe of Jerusalem,
and another larael-8yria war
would break out. "With tnak
ferce, alr, and misatle battlos
raging 15 milos from laracl's
population centers, and with
the Palestinlans llnnklns
Jerusalem on three aldes an
Tel-Aviv on two . ., the price
of victory will be at loaat

. 100,000 [sracll casualities”

and lwice as many Byrians
and Palcstinians.

Before casually advoeni.
ing slmple-minded "solu-
tlona"” that could reault In the
massacre of & quarier of n
millien human belngs, 1a-
raol's [riends — and foos —
might take time lo pondor
ona ol Lthe lessons of Vietnam:

The status quo may be
\roubling and diffleult, The
aliernative ls often incom-
parably worse,

EHD
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Israel Holds 2
In Probe of

Live Burials

ISRAEL, From Al

he said. “It's difficult to think of
such a thing, bul we should have
thought."

Army officials said Mitzna acted
quickly in arresting the alleged per-
petrators in order to send a clear
signal to his own men and to the
public that such conduct would not
be tolerated,

“We could have tried to hide this,
but instead we chose to make it
plain that this is wrong and the peo-
ple who did this will go to jail," a
military spokeswoman said,

But same eritics contend that the
burial incident is a logical result of a
get-tough policy, including use of
beatings, that Prime Minister Yitz-
hak Shamir has said was designed
Lo reinstill “the fear of death” into a
Palestinian population emboldened
by the two-month-long wave of civil
unrest in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip. '

The incldent also raises questions
about cooperation between the [s-
raeli Army and Jewish settlers in
the area,

One of those being guestioned is
Nissim Haba, a Jewish resident
from the nearby settiement of Elon
Moreh who the witnesses saidl
helped beat the four men before
they were buried and egged on the
soldiers, shouting, “Well done” in
Hebrew,

s

¢:2\| Ly

1 1488126

Haha's eight-year-old son Rami
was battered to death in a cave out-
side the settlement last year in a
murder that has never been solved
but that settlers blame on Arabs,

Haba was not at his home this af-
ternoon. His wife, Ruth, said her
husband had hitched a ride on an
Army jeep that day but denied any
involvement in the burial incident,
But, speaking in a living room
whose walls are lined with photo-
graphs of her dead son, she de-
clared grimly: “The Arabs killed my
son. [ wouldn't care if my husband
buried them all,®

Some Elon Moreh residents,
however, said they were shocked by
the incident nnd hoped that whoev-
er is responsible would be punished,

There were scattered incidents
of unrest in the occupied territories
today, but the worst violence was in

i iy
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Israel Holds
2 Soldiers

In Assault

4 Arabs Hepurtedly
Were Buried Alive
By Army Bulldozer

Hy Glenn Franke)
Wahington Poat Focesgn Servica

SALIM, Feb. 15-~The Israeli ;

Army today announced the arrest of |
two of its soldiers, one of them g |
master sergeant, for allegedly bury., |
ing alive four young Palestinians |
with an Army bulldozer in this West
Hank village 10 days ago. A military
spokesman said more arrests werg
ilkf':l}'.

itnesses smd that after the bull-
dozer dumped a full load of earth on
the four while they lay, as ordered
face down in & muddy road—and a
Jewish settler shouted, “Well done™
to the soldiers—the sergeant’ or-

dered the driver Lo run over them,

I:pu%‘ 'I':e refused,

The soldiers left about 15 |
minutes Liter and residents pulled
the four men, unconscious, from un-

1 1480126

The incident in this village just
outside the West Bank city of
Nablus had been the source of con-'

" flicting rumors and unconfirmed re-"

ports ever since it happened Feb, 5,
until the Army announced the ar-
rests today, s

“Even in my worst dreams |
would never imagine such a thing,"
Maj. Gen. Amram Mitgon, military

commander of the lsraeli-occupied

West Bank, told reporters this
marning, ik ;

He said the Army investigation
into the incident would have “the
highest priority.”

itzna, who announced the two
arrests, added a note of sclf-
reproach, "l warn the commanders
all the time to expect the worst poy-

der a 30-inch-high mound of dirt 4 | ;

All survived, according to re:'idar:trl: l - s lhl;_::: ﬁn"ﬁ‘:}:am y :::;:E{
[V
¥

although two a i i : :
from theie nurien, " orer 8 | b eckling aboug i




Aeah  East Jerusalen, Police
crucked down in the gur Bahir
neighborhood after disturbances
there, pulling youths out of houses,

pummeling them and smashing fur-.

niture and car windows with their
clubs, according to witnesses.

Nearly 40 people weorc arrested
there and elscwhere in and around
the city in what afficials said was an
effort to Tound up instigators of the
recent violence,

Elon Moreh and Salim both are
located a few miles enst of Mablus,
the lsraeli settiement atop @ pla
tcau, the Palestinian village in the
yalley below.

But like many other remote vil-
lages in the West Bank, Salim has
gradually been swept into the vio-
lence that has resulted in at least 54
Palestinian deaths, The Incident
here todk place on A Friday after-
noon after stone-throwing youths
tried to block the road to Elon
Moreh, according to A military
gpokeswoman.

Ghe said the Army pushed them
back to the village, where they bullt
barricades and set them afire. The
local military commuander left the
area alter &l Army bulldozer was
brought in to block off the two main

ZiLl

roads of the
mounds.

Meanwhile, witnesses said, sol-
diers accompanied by 2 settler
whom the residents identified as
llaba began entering houses and
deagging out young mien to clear
away the roadblocks. They said sev-
eral young men and family men-
bers were beaten with rifle hutts
and wooden clubs. Under military
law, soldiers can order civilians to
romove such barriers and, from
many witness Accounis in recent
wesks, it appears 1o he common
practice among soldiers to beat
those who refuse.

When the debris was removed,
the master sergeant, known here
only as Charley, ordered four young
men to lie face and had sol-
diers walk on their legs and heads
w'qﬂe clubbing them, witnesses
gaid.

Ope of the yvictims, Assam
Shtiyeh, 20, said & aokdier picked up
a large rock and pummeled his left
leg with it. The leg still appears
badly bruised 10 days later and
Shtiyeh has been convalescing in
bed i his parents’ house here. -

Shtiyeh's cousin said that after he
and his three friends had finished

village with earthen

ok
A

clearing the burning tires with their
hare hands and scraping away the
debris of the makeshift barricade,
they had hoped Master Sgt. Charley
would let them go. : :
But according to three Palestin-
jan witnesses, he ardered the four
young men to lie face down in the
mud along the main road at the en-
irance to their village and com-
manded the military bulldozer to
bury them alive. )
The four reportedly remained
burled between 10 and 15 minutes
belore the soldiers left and resi
dents pulled them from under the
dirt and carcied them home., Be-
cause the Army had put a curfew on
the village, they staved in thelt
houses until the next day, when
they were taken toa hospital in Jer-
icha about 20 miles away. Nablus
has a bigger government-ruf hos-
pital, but it was also under curfew.
A local teacher who ashked not to
bo identified said relations in the
past between the Jewish settlers of
Elon Moreh and Arab residents of
Gnlim were correct but not warm.
Now, he sald, there is deep anger.
“After we die, they can bury us, not
pefore,” he said.

END
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Shamir Opposes Land-for-Peace Tra
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U.S. Formula Can’t Be Basis for Negotiations, Israeli .Says :

By David B. Ottaway
Washington Post Siall Writer

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir has sent an envoy here to
tell Secretary of State George P,
Shultz that President Reagnn's “ter-
ritory for peace" principle cannot
serve as the basis for Israel's en-
tering new peace negotiations on
the fate of the strife-torn occupied
West Bank and Grza Strip.

The envoy, Ehud Olmert, A mem-

" ber of Shamir's Likud coalition In :

the Knesset, met Sunday with
Shultz's ©  executive  assistant,
Charles Hill, to discuss the pro-
posed new American approach to
the Middle East peace process,

The uppronch envisnges initinl
ﬁml.r-lsme?i talks on limited autons
omy for the occupied territories and
" then negotiations on their final sta-
tus, starting within six months,
based on the “territory for peace”
Rrilmiple contained in President

eagan's September 1982 speech
on the Middle East. -

L]
L]

Radio Israel reported that Ol-
mert told Hill that Shamir would
“never” accept to negotiate a final
settlement for the territories on the

basis of this formula and warned *
that i Shultz continues with this -

approach, the new American peace
initiative Is doomed to failure,

Shultz recently told visitors to
the State Department that all par-
ties must clearly understand that

the new U.S, peace Initiative will ﬁ:
of the”

forward only on the basls
“territory for

Ewm and security for all Middle
tern nations. . .

An Israell Embassy tp-u'kémﬁinﬂ
confirmed that Olmert met Il

Sunday “for a discussion of the
American initiative," He described
it as “an important meeting® but

said it was “not ground-breaking.” .
The spokesman, Yossl Gal, sald

Olmert had been in Palm Beach,

Fla., for a meeting of the B'nal .

Beo SHAMIR, A16, Cal B

el

peace” formula and’ |
U.N. Resolution 242 giaranteeing '

L YITZHAE BHAMIR
i Ty l“" llllllm.’f u Bllu['l.l
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Shamir Opposes U.S. Plan
For Restarting Peace Talks

SHAMIR, From Al

B'rith Anti-Defamation League,
where Shultz was the guest speaker
Friday, Olmert reportedly met
Shultz bricfly there but, becanse he
did not have tume to discuss the new
American initiative, Qlmert came
here Sunday to see Hill,

Yesterday’ Shamir, leaving Israel
for a visit to Italy, publicly stated
his opposition to any negotiations
based on the “territories for peace”
formula, A State Department offi-
cial said there would be no com-
ment on Shamir's statements or the
visit of his Linest cnvoy,

More than 60 Falestinians have
been killed and thousands arrested
by Israeli authorities in the terri-
torities in the past two months. The
violence has spurred the Reagan

.administration after months of dip-
lomatic inactivity to scarch for ways
to revive the long-stalled peace pro-
cess,

Shamir appears to be hardening
his position on the issue of peace
talks in preparation for Shultz's vis-
it to the region, to discuss the new
American peace approach starting
Feb. 24, Shultzlis expected to meet
with Shamir Feb, 28-29, after vis-
iting Egypt and Jordan,

Shamir's mounting opposition to
opening negotiations on anything
other than limited Palestinian au-
tonomy at this time suggests the
new L5, peace initiative calling for
{inal-settlement negotiations as well
may be headed for difficulties.

However, Shultz appears to have
found an unexpected ally in the
American Jewish community, which
has been extremely supportive of
his new approach and is pressing
Shamir to show flexibility. A dele-
gation of 60 Jewish leaders is plan-
ping to visit Jerusalem for talks
with Shamir at the same time
Shultz is there, according to Radio
Israel,

The Israeli prime minister is also
pressing Shultz to avoid spelling out
any American position on the out-
come of the final status negotiations
ahead of time and to remain non-
committal, according to Israeli
SOUrces,

Reagan, in a September 1982
Middle East address, called for Pal
estinian self-government in the ter-
ritories "in association with Jordan"

W y
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and Arab-lsraeli negotiations "jpe
Volving an exchange of territory for
peace.”

Israel would have to withdraw
from the West Bank and Gaza Strip
in return for Arab recognition of the
Jewish state and guarantees for ts
security, Reagen said, Shamir hag
always steadfastly opposed any
moves that would lead to such an
Israeli withdrawal from the terris
torles, which he refers 1o by their
biblical names, Judea and Samaria,

Israel radio further reported that
Olmert has tald Hill that Shamir is
opposed to any automatic “linkage,*
or ‘“interiocking mechanism® as
Shultz is calling it, between talks on
interim arrangements for the oe-
cupied territories and subsequent
negotiations on their final status.

Both Olmert and another close
Shamir associate, Dan Meridor,
who was here last week, have ar-
gued with Shultz that if Jordan and
the Palestinians know in advance
that the final statys negotiations
will begin on a specific date, they
will never take the initil limited
autonomy talks seriously,

Shamir wants to stick to the lim«
ited autonomy plan envisaged by
the 1978 Camp David atcords,
which called for a five-year trial
period for Palestinian self-rule in
the occupied territories hefore any
decision is resched on their final
status, Talks on this plan between
lsrael and Egypt broke down after
1981, and both Egypt and Jordan
have opposed their restitution,
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Statement by the AFL-CIO Executive Council

on
Israel

February 16, 1988
Bal Harbour, FL ZI

392

For over two months, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip have been the scenes of
often violent Palestinian demonstrations against Israel. In their effort to maintain order,
the Israeli Defense Forces have on occasion resorted to unnecessary force, and those
incidents have been widely and vividly reported in the media, to the detriment of Israel's

image. . ‘

No doubt such incidents can be attributed to the inexperience of the Israell army
in riot control and other police functions, and to the frustrations of lsraeli soldiers as they
confront young Palestinians hurling stones and petrol bombs. These factors may explain
bl:it they cannot excuse, and the AFL-CIO cannot condone, the use of excessive force
against civilians,

But neither can we accept the view, fomented by sensationalized media accounts
of the violence, that Israel has lost its moral bearings and no longer merits the support of
the democratic community., Some have gone so far as to liken Israel's behavior to that of
South Africa, a calumny we categorically reject and resent,

Israel is a democratic polity of some 4.2 million citizens, Arabs and Jews alike,
who enjoy 1he-right to vote and the freedoms of speech, religion, press, assembly, and
association. Ar;bs and Jews alike actively work side by side in lsrael's trade union
movement, Histadrut. They are all represented in a single Parllament, In short, Israel's
Arab citizens enjoy the very democratic rights they are denied in the Arab states,

To compare such a society with South Alrica, the majority of whose population is
denied those very rights, is not only to slander Israel but to rob democracy of its defining

characteristics and thus to subvert the very idea of democracy,
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With equal vigor, the AFL-CIO also rejects the notlon that Israel must now
redeem itself by turning the West Bank and the Caza Strip over to the PLO or the Islamic
fundamentalists who are fueling the flames of violence in the occupied territories. The
complex historical realities of the Israeli-Arab conflict cannot be reduced to lurid
30-second TV film clips; nor are real solutions to the Palestinian tragedy to be found in
the field of public relations.

The real solutions, as the AFL-CIO has repeatedly stated, lie in negotiations
between Israel and responsible Palestinian leaders. Israel has already proven its
willingness to negotiate withdrawals from other territories it had occupled temporarily to
protect ltself from its Arab nelghbors, having returned vast tracts of occupled land to
Egypt and withdrawn troops from Lebanon.

.' The real tragedy of the Palestinians of the West Bank and Gaza Strip is that they
have falled to develop leaders willing and able to negotiate with Israel, owing largely to
the PLO's intimidation of moderate Palestinian leaders and to the continuing Arab self-
declared "state of war" with Israel. These remain the fundamental obstacles to resolving
the Palestinian problem; they are not altered and must not be obscured by the current
turmeil in the occupied territories,

That turmoil does, however, lend new urgency to a more aggressive diplomatic
effort on therpart of the United States to press Jordan, Syria and other concerned Arab
states toward more constructive policies that would permit the establishment of a
framework of negotiations and an atmosphere conducive to their success. Such an effort
now appears to be underway with the dispatch of American diplomats to Middle East
capltals and with the upcoming visit to that region by the Secretary of State, The
AFL-CIO supports this Initiative and hopes that it will be fruitful.

The frusteations of Palestinians living on the West Bank and Gaza Strip are

understandable, Their resort to violence is wrong, So, 100, Is the focus of their current
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rage. Their interests have been ignored for decades--but not by lsrael, which has
established universities and schools in the territories and sought, despite an economy
badly strained by military expenditures required to stave off Arab aggression, to ensure a
minimum standard of health care and social services, often in cooperation with agencies
of the United Nations.

For the Palestinians there is a challenge: to create a responsible and credible
leadership to defend their interests, above all, by pressing Jordan and others to come to

the table and talk with Israel. .

The AFL-CIO historically has had a strong bond with Israel, a nation built by the
trade union movement, In this trying time, we reaffirm our solidarity with her citizens,
Arabs and Jews alike, and call upon her Arab neighbors to end their intransigence and
velligerence, to recognize Israel's right 1o exist within recognized and secure borders, and
thus create the basis for justly resolving the Palestinian question.
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N THE mid-1970s the United States greatly

increased its foreign aid, especially military and

military related, Most of the increase went to
Israel and later also Egypt. For fiscal as well as
?oiitical reasons, the amount was blurred. In the
irst of what became a series of such contrivances, a
substantial part of the aid was given as “guaranteed
loans" for which, unlike grants and direct loans, only
partial appropriations then needed to be made. The
understatement was the greater because most of
these were not the usual guaranteed loans from a

(private source, Here the government itself provicded
‘the money, the Defense Department then promised

the Treasury to make good if the client country
failed to repay. The transaction was a direct loan by
another name,

By the mid-1980s the debt so easily entered
into had become too great for some of the
borrowing countries to sustain—and for the exec-
utive branch and Congress to continue to ob-
scure, A profound change in policy occurred—a
shift back from loans of any kind to grants, But
once again there was a blurring. The accounting
rules were stiffened so that guaranteed loans
(genuine and confected) had to be included in the
budget and confronted in appropriations bills, But
Congress alse took a hall step back. Instead of
admitting it t/as giving grants, it began to dis-
I:ense much of the aid in what are called forgiven
oans: made and forgiven in the same utterance,
but loans they remain,

The nonloan loans deal with the problem pro-
spectively, hut nnt with the £20 billion in old loans

I 1488126

Foreign Aid-Speak

left behind, Some recipient countries can't repay.
Others say—and some in government agree—
that while they can repay, the burden would be
too great and they shouldn't be required to, It is
pointed out that these countries are armed for
.S, purposes as well as their own.

Dy another roundabout device, the government
is already helping these countries defray their
military loans, It gives them so-called economic
support funds, Technically these civilian funds
cannot be used to satisfy military debt, but money
is fungible, and in the case of Israel Congress has
explicitly said that economic support shall never
fall short of military debt service,

Now steps have also been taken to lower the
interest on these loans, some dating from the
high-interest 1970s and early 1980s, One of the
plans is similar to a favor Congress struggled to
do last year for the nation's rural electric cooper-
atives, which also have high-interest debt. The
administration vigorously opposed help for the
coops on the grounds that it would add to future
deficits, It was much less vigorous about the
parallel step in foreign aid.

Many of the debtor countries, especially Egypt,
say the easing of interest won't be enough, They
want a broader form of forgiveness, That would
amount to recognition that much of this aid has
consisted of disguised grants all along. Perhaps it
has. It would be useful to discuss this extensive
program—now about $10 billion a year, much of
it vital to the national interest—in something
other than beclouding aidspeak,

15
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Mr. Morris B. Abram T
Chairman

Conference of Fresidenta

of Major American Jevish Organizations
515 Park Avenue

Nev York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Horris,

1 have read with greal interest your thoughtful and coursgeous

letter of February 10.

I velcome every thought and -- as you have knovn for some time
-- am in complete agreement with the sense of wurgency you convey.
Indeed, in all candor, I must.confess that vhen 1 tried to instill this
very semse of urgency, I vas diseppointed to find many asking what wvas
the hurryj vhat vas vrong with the status quo. 1 knev then, as 1 know
nov, that the illusion of = status quo exists only in the minds of the
reluctant. As you may recall, I wvas concerned both with the 1ikely
impact of & stalemate on regional developments as vell as wvith the
consequences of awaiting a nev administration in Vashington, thus
_entering the process without the shielding £friendship of President
Reagan and Secrelary Shultz. Indeed, ve have long sought to "enshrine"
the undersianding of the present administration in en HOA that will
sustain currently available "safety valves" that may prove critical 1o
protecting our vital uecurltyl interests once negotiations are under

vay. | Wk .

| 'llllll : j : : &
'To my regret -- not personally but in the context of | the
responsibility derived from the hour and the office -- my advocacy {ell
on deaf ears. Indeed, even as the current eadministration reinvegrates
iits efforts, ve alteady note the same efforts to block progress on the
nev American inltﬁatlv:. |
" S T LY |
: "1t wvas in the same spirit that my proposal for a joint session
vith Secretary Shultz's envoy, Dick Murphy, vas rejected. Indeed, it 1=
regrettable that the pattern ve initiated with the establishment of this
. government for dealing jointly vith major issues (e.g. Lebanon, Taba,
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1 must confess that I am astonished by the continuved advocacy
R | - political {naction until calm is restored to the territories. HNot
surprisingly, this course is advocated by the very same "nay sayers" vho
sought shelter {n the illusion of the status quo and opposed previous
{nitiatives for peace vhen the, situation seemed stable.
]

I am convinced thatl concurrent efforts for peace vill place the
entire situation in a nev lighti the reneved image of a peace-seeking
Israel struggling vith peani-reje:tlng sxtremists 18 bound to restore
confidence in, and support for, our efforts., This was the situation
during the last three years. This can be the situation again.

At a time vhen ve must all unite “in support of our (roops,
carrying out & most difficult mission, it is our duty to offer them as .
vell as the Falestinians -- indeecd, all of vs - some hope that there is.

a viable alternative to violence. 1 am not &t all certain that the ‘
fe-emergence of hope will immediately put an end to
Irustration-triglertd eruptions, Yetr, 1 am convinced -- as 1 vas vhen ve

last spoke prior to the current vave of disturbances -- that, vithout

hope, escalation {s inevitable. As ve meel every security challenge vith

a solid sense of confidence in the unqualified capacity of the IDF o
hendlerit, I consider it our primary duty 1o do our utmost B0 that wve

can look each gsoldier in the eye and tell him that vhen he is asked to

face danger it is not because ve missed an opportunity to prevent it.

1 have taken the trouble of sharing these details with you only
1o ltt!htﬂll! my regreis that your sense of vrgency and the need for
. unity is not shared equally by ell parties to the National Unity
e Gnv:rnment; TS o ' '
¥ 'k Nl ’
I vish to conclude in the same spirit with vwhich I opened: the

hour calls for utmost responsibility. Ve are at & historic moment, wnd I
s1ill hope that all those who hold the responsibility of office will

1. .rise to the occasipn. \ |
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WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION n'RYIVR N8N NIATNTAN

STUDENT DIVISION DYoImuvn naron

February 15, 1988

Arie Mekel
Office of the Prime Minister
Jerusalem

Dear Mr. Mekel,

Enclosed please find 'hasbara' compiled and distributed by the University
Service Department/AZYF, Student Division, WZ0 (USD) in the United States for use
on college campuses.

While the USD usually deals with positive Zionist/Israel education and the . ‘
promotion of programs in Israel, the current situation with Israel's image in the ‘
media prompted them to assemble the enclosed as the negative press coverage began |
with full force. These materials are being used locally by students who are

involved with activities on campuses.

Lisa Kohan
Coordinator, North America

cct Michael Jankelowitz, Head, Student Division, WZO

7. EBEN-GABIROL STR, JERUSALEM D w19 7 byav3a-13ak 'n7

F.O.B. 2 ISRAEL TEL. 02—241222.%0 92 .1.n
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Mr. Morris B. Abram

Chairman

Conference of Presidents

of Major American Jevish Organizations
515 Park Avenue

Nev York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Morrlis,

1 have read with great interest your thoughtful and coursgeous :
letter of February 10. - |

f I velcome every thought and -- as you have knowvn for some time
-- am in complete agreement with the sense of wurgency you convey.
Indeed, in sll candor, I must.confess that when I tried to instill this
very s@nse of urgency, I vas disappointed to find many asking what was
the hurry; wvhat vas wvrong vith the status quo. 1 knev then, as 1 knov
nov, that the illusion of a status quo exists only in the minds of the
reluctant. As you may recall, 1 was concerned both with the Ilikely

- 4impact of a stalemate on regional developments as wvell as wvith the
consequences of awaiting a new administration 4in Vashington, thus
entering the process without the shielding friendship of President
Reagan and Secretary Shultz, Indeed, ve have long sought to "enshrine"
the understanding of the present administration in en MNOA that vill
sustain currently available "safety valves" that may prove critical 1o
protecting our vital security interests once negotiations are under
vay.

To my regret -- not personally but in the context of the
responsibility derived from the hour end the office -- my advocacy fell
on deaf ears. Indeed, even as the current administration reinvogrates
its efforts, we already note the same efforts to block progress on the
nev American initiative,

1t wvas in the same spirit that my proposal for a joint session
vith Secretary Shultz's envoy, Dick Murphy, was rejected. Indeed, it is
regrettable that the pattern ve initiated vith the establishment of this
government for dealing jointly with major issues (e.g. lebanon, Taba,
econmoy) ended with "rotation",
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1 must confess that I am astonished by the continued advocecy
of political inaction until calm is restored to the territories. Hot
surprisingly, this course is advocated by the very same "nay sayers" vho
sought ghelter in the {1lusion of the status quo =and opposed previous
tnitiatives for peace vhen the situation seemed stable.

I am convinced that concurrent efforts for peace vill place the
entire sitvation in a nev light: the reneved image of @ peace-seeking
1srael struggling with pea:t-rejentlng extremists 18 bound to restore
confidence in, and support for, our efforts. This Wvas the situation
during the last three years. This can be the situation again.

S At a time wvhen ve must all unite “in support of our troops,
e carrying out 8 most difficult mission, it is our duty to offer them 8%
g vell as the Palestinians -~ {ndeed, all of vs -- SORE hope that there is
fﬁ. a viable alternative to violence. I am not at all certain that the

"” te-emergence of hope will {mmediately put an end to
trustt:tinn-tr!x;;ted eruptions. Yet, 1 am convinced ~- @8 1 vas vhen ve

last spoke prior to the current vave of disturbances -- that, without
" e hoOPE, gscalation is {nevitable. As ve meetl every security challenge vith
T a solid sense of confidence 1in the unqulllti-d capacity of the IDF \o
hendlerit, 1 consider it our primary duty 10 do our utmost B0 that ve
can look each soldier in the eye and tell him that vhen he is asked to
face danger it is not because ve missed an opportunity to prevent it.

1 have taken the trouble of sharing these details vith you only
to accentuate my regreis that your sense of wrgency and the need for
unity is not shared equally by =all parties to the HNational Unity
Government.
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I vish to conclude in the same spirit with vhich 1 opened: the
hour calls for utmost responsibility. Ve are at @& historic moment, wnd 1
still hope that all those who hold the responsibility of office will

rise to the occasion. |

sincerely yours, !
'.'Ii;.'ﬁl [ I L \ W""aﬂ' M l?
A ' \Shimon Peres
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