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The Wireless File

demand bribes for government ser-
vices. At least half of the 400,000
people entering the work force of 14
million this yearwill not indemploy- |
ment.

The dearth of jobs, especially those |
with good salaries, has drained the
country of some of its best manage-
rial, medical and administrative tal-
ent.

Even with the lifting of controls on
some of the agricultural sector Egypt
has to import $4 billion in food each |
year. While Egypt still producessome |
of the finest cotton in the world, the |
centrally controlled industry has been |
in decline for two decades.

Withdiscontent growing, the mosques |
are nurturing the greatest threat to the |
government.

Armed attacks by Islamic militants,
incloding one in Maywhen 14 Copac
Christians were killed, are increas-
ing, according 1o the police.

Last month, six people died in two |
shootouts, pitting militant Muslims

against the police and Copts, and |
Farag Foda, an outspoken critic of i
Islamic militancy, was assassinated. |

To counter the fundamentalists, the |
Egyptian government has worked hard |
to usurp the language of Islam and |
makes frequent gestures to religions |
leaders, like the recent prison sen- |
tence meted out to a novelist whom |
Muslim clerics accused of blaspbemy. |

But many believe the strategy will |
fail if the governing party continues |
to rig ballots to insure its hold on |
power, thereby driving more disen- |
chanted Egyptians into the militant |
camp.

United Stares Information Agency

1990 parliamentary elections after the
government refused to tum over the
administration of the vote to an inde-
pendentbody andlift emergency regu-
lations in force since 1981,

“We have not had a fair election in
Egypt since 1950, and this is danger-
ous,” said Rifaat Said, the Secretary

| General of the National Progressive
| Unionist Party. “It encourages most

citizens to be passive, to ignore politi-
cal life, leaving the role of the oppo-
sition to the extremists.”

The authonties, while counting coop-
eranive Mushm clenics, play rough
with militants suspected of being be-

5 hind violent attacks.

Leaders of the outlawed Jihad organi-
zaton, which was linked to the assas-

| sination of President Anwar Sadat in

1981, contend that many of their fol-
lowers have been slain by the police,
a charge the government denies.

The Interior Ministry says it holds

| 600 political prisoners, most of whom

are Islamic militants. But bundreds
more are detained for short periods of
time, and they are often tortured and
beaten, according to rights groups.
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VIOLENCE IN GAZA PITS ARAB

| AGAINST ARAB
| (7/12 NYTimes article by Clyde
Four opposition parties boycotted the i

Haberman) (390)

THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY
CLYDE HABERMAN APPEARED
ONPAGE7OFTHE JULY 12 NEW
YORK TIMES UNDER THE
ABOVE HEADLINE:

(BEGIN TEXT)

GAZA — Tbrahim Ashurafa was sit-
ting in front of his grocery store when
the masked men pulled up to the dusty
curb and leaped out of their car. He
knew right awaythat he was introuble.

“Iam Fatah,"” Ashurafasaid, referring
to the mainstream movement of the
Palestine Liberation Organization. He
did not need anyone to tell him that
these half-dozen masked men were
Hamas, an Islamic fupdamentalist n-
val dead set against the Middle East
peace talks, which the PLO supports,

By the time the Hamas men were
finished with the grocer, he had club
wounds on his head, legs and back,
and a week Jater the scars still glare
angrily. But Ashurafa insisted Satur-
day that he is more interested in being
left alone than in revenge.

“We are brothers.” he said. “Brothers
fight, and then they reconciliate,”

Palestinian leaders hope his feelings
are widely shared after a week of

| nasty factional violence that ranks

among the worst since the start of the
anti-Israeli uprising in 1987 and that
many officials here consider an off-
shoot of the recent Istaeli election.

By Saturday moming, a teen-age boy

| had been killed and scores of other

Gaza residents shot, stabbed and
beaten. Some expressed surprise that
the death toll was not higher given the
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ferocity of several clashes.

Inthe fighting, Fatah supporters gave
as good as they got.

“Inthe pearfuture, there will be meet-
ings between Israeli and Palestinian
delegates to the peace talks,” said

| Abdel-Aziz al-Rantisi, a pediatrician

Abdel Karim Muhsen, an archutect :
aligned with Hamas, said be was walk- |
ing home with his brother, Ala, afier |
noon prayers at the mosque Friday !
when adozenmen with guns and axes |
shot and flailed at them, leaving them |
scarred but in better shape than they |
had reason to expect. ;

“They were Fatah, and they did it just .
because we are fundamentalists,”
Abdel Karim Muhsen said. '

The barttles grew serious enough to
send Palestinian leaders and Arab
members of the Israeli parlizment
pouring into Gaza from East Jerusa- |
lem, the West Bank and Galilee to |
appeal for order before the simaton
spun cut of control. After long talks,
e tival factions agreed Frday
ayvaping to lay down their amms, But
there were several reports of new
attacks Saturday, and leaders from
both sides kept their bodyguards at
their side when they ventured forthon
the streets,

The communal viclence comes at a
momezot when many leaders in the
Israeli-occupled Gazaand West Bank
are already troubled by a great io-
crease in Arab-against-Arab slayings
in the uprising known as the innfada
They have reached the point that a
Palestinian statistically stands a
greater chance of being killed by an-
other Arab than by [sraeli soldiers — |
a sharp departure from the intifada’s
early days and one of several indica-
tions to Palestinian officials that the
uprising has lost its focus,

Hamas and Fatah blame each other
for starting the latest cycle of fght-
ing.

Unired States f!;fﬂrmaﬁan Agfﬂl‘_\'

and a founder of Hamas. "I think the
Palestinian delegates decided on this
violence to try to reduce support for
Hamas in Gaza."

Others in Hamas have accused Fatah
of trving to assassinate fundamental-
istleaders, andletters sent recently by
Islamic militants to local PLO offi-
cials warned that violence would be
answered in “the language of bullets
—the onlylanguage yvou understand.™

But Zakaria al-Agha, a Gaza physi-
cian allied with Fatah and a peace
negotiator, said it was Hamas that had
started it, out of edginess about the
peace talks after the Israeli election
victory by Yitzhak Rabin and his
Labor Party.

“Cur brothers in Hamas may feel
there is a near-settlement between us
and the Israelis as a result of Rabin
coming to the government,” Agha
sail Some Westemn diplomats in
Israel agree, and warn that the
“rejectionists,” including Islamic Holy
War and two PLO factions, are likely
to step up their violence if the peace
negotiations show signs of progress.

Rantisi said he opposed the negotia-
tions becanse the immediate target of
Palestinian autonomy in the occupied
territories was likely tobe the last stop
and oot a step toward his goal of
“reaching our full ights as Palestin-
ian people.” But Agha called the
peace oppopents mistaken if they
thought that aquick settlement was in
sight now that Labor bas displaced
the right-wing Likud govemment of
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir.

“The peace process is not going tobe

any easier now,” he said. "It will be
a long process and difficult. Rabin's
position is not so different from the
position of Shamir,”

As the victims of the latest fighting
wait for polinics to sort itself out, they
hope the tuce will hold but they
acknowledge their doubts,

*All pur life is this kind of suffering,"
Ala Muhsen said. “We go to bed at
night with violence, and we get up
with violence in the moming.”

(END TEXT)
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BEIRUT SEES CANDIDATES
WHERE MARTYRS GAZED
(7/12 NYTimes unattributed article)
(550)

THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE AP-
PEARED ON PAGE 13 OF THE
JULY 12 NEW YORK TIMES UN-
DER THE ABOVE HEADLINE:

(BEGIN TEXT)

BEIRUT, Lebanon — The posters of
martyrs that for years have been the
distinguishing feature of the shell-
pocked walls on the city's streets
have given wayto pictures of smiling,
smartly dressed caodidates for the
first parliamentary elections in 19
years.
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try to determine whetner ten and
subsequentlyitmisled Congess etout
what it did

280 aatc-

Republicans bad weeks
pated and begun to decry 12l reguest
as an election-year tactec — = “witch
hunt,” the Presideat nimseif deciared.
But the claim of polideal giounickny
does not stand up 1o SCILLSY.

NEW VENUE: If congressional
Democrats were isteresied oniy in
manipulating the issus and proiong-
ing the Admioistraiion’s emnbaimass-
ment they could simply conrinue hold-
ing public hearings througk the presi-
dential campaign. By asking to have
a special counsel take over. they are
seeking to shift matkess tc 2 polili-
cally neurral venue. Tae iovesnga-
tion in any case i5 uclikoly o oo
completed —indeed, it mayacteven
be begun — nntif afer @me MNovember
election. No. thisis notasexercisein
partisan politics. There is good rea-
sonto believe that criminal violaticas
have occurred. The preponderance of
evidence supporis the pesd for an
independent investigation.

The Administration bas long since
been forced o consede the obvious,
thatits efforts to lure Saddam Hussein
onto more coociliatory and benign

paths did not succeed Some officials |

have suggested that with this acknowl-

edgment the matier shouid be put to |

rest, as though an admission of error
— however reluctanily made — in
itself is exoneragng.

There are two things wrong with this !
response. The first lies in the disin- |

genuous suggestion that an earmest
and well-intenfoned policy came o
grief through oo fault of those who
devised and carred it out In fact,
from everything that's known, the
whole idea of cozying up to Irag was

based not on any informed assess-

ment of what was achievable but rather
on the paive hope that a regime with
an infamous record of aggression
abroad and unrestrained brutality at
home could be bribed or sweet-talked
irto moderatingits approachto power.
That fuzzy hope seems to have led the
Administration to ignore crucial in-
telligence information about Iraq’s
feverish effortsto acquire nuclear and

| STEP UP STRUGGLE IN GAZA
(7/10 WashPost article by Dawid
Hoffman} (850)

THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY
| DAVIDHOFFMAN APPEAREDON
| PAGEAI4OFTHEJULY 10 WASH-
i INGTON POST UNDER THE
| ABOVE HEADLINE:

chemical weapons, and to continue |

making generous agricultural loans
1o Baghdad even after signs emerged
that some of this money was being
diverted to military purchases.

QLD OBSTACLE: The second thing
wrong with the Administration's re-
sponse is that it fails to address pos-
sible criminal violadons in the way
.S, policy toward Irag was con-
ducted, and possible ethical if not
criminal viplations growing out of
subsequent atempts to hide from
Congress much that went into that
policy.

Congress, unable to reach some key
subpoena-proof presidential aides or
to reconctile certain contradictions in
testimony from Administration offi-
cials, has probably gooe as far as it
effectively can go in digging out the
truth in this matter. The next step,
rightly and necessarily, isto appoint a
special counsel.

(END TEXT)
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RIVAL PALESTINIAN FACTIONS

Unired Starcs Informanon Agoicy

| (BEGIN TEXT)

JERUSALEM, July 9 —Rival Pales-
| timian factions in the occupied Gaza
| Strip have launched a new round of
violent attacks oo each other that
Palestiniansdescribe aspart of adeep-
ening power stuggle as prospects
have improved for progress in the
peace talks with Israel,

Two men have been killed and sev-
eral dozen wounded with knives. axes
and gunfire in the confrontations be-
tween supporters of the Islamic Re-
sistance Movement, or Hamas, which
opposes the peace talks, and the main-
stream Fatah group of Palestine Lib-
eration Organization leader Yasser
Agafat, which supports the talks,

Both groups declared a temporary
truce today, the second cease-fireina
week of viclence. A joint statement
issued after a meeting in Amman,
Jordan, said, “Anything that happens
after this call is made will be consid-
ered a plot from the Zionists and their
agents who are unhappy with the joint
agreement and are seeking to ignite
| strife,” Reuter reported.

Some Palestinians and Israeli ana-
lysts attributed the fighting to the
changed political climate since the
election of Labor Party leader Yitzhak
Rabin, who has promised to mach
agreement on Palestinian self-rule

Page (21}
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within a year, and to conduct geperal |
elecnonsinthe territonies. Thebnghter |
prospect foran agreement has exacer- !
bated the feud berween the two groups, |
they said

The latest fighting erupted after Hamas
activists sent hundreds of threateming |
lenters to PLO supporters in Gaza,
claiming to have uncovered a plot to
kill Hamas leaders, according to Pal- |
esnunians.

Ziad Rashid Diab, 17, was stabbed to
death Tuesday might in the Shad refu-
gee camp, the Israeli ammy said, and
Sabri Kadiah, 35, was found beaten |
and straogled in the town of Bani |
Suweileh, although the motive forhis |
death was not clear. Wednesday, 10
people were hospitziized for gun
wounds and 20 for knife and axze
injuries. Maskec men broke into the
house of one Fztah actvist apd ai- |
122=d him and his wife with knives
g JIRES.

The Ismaeli army responded by ex-
tending curfewsin fourrefugee camps. |

Haidar Abdul Shafi, from Gaza, a |
lezder of the Palestinian delegadon at
the peace talks, appealed foranendto i
the bloodshed in a statement today on |
the front page of Arabic newspapers |
here. He deplored “Palestinians us- | °
ing weapons against each other” and |
said “there is no excuse™ forviolence, .
“onamorallevel oz znationallevelor
areligious level,”

Although Hamas and Fatah have
clashed before, a Palestinian source
said the latest round of violence was
more worrisome, with armed gangs |
vowing retribution against each other |
and resorting to gunfire instead of |
rocks and fists. The source predicted |
there couldbe more vioience if Hamas |
attempts to frustrate the peace talks. |

The latest clashes bave brought Pal-
estinians “almost to the brink of civil
war,"” Haaretz comespondent Danny
Rubinostein wrote this week, While
the Likud government of Prime Min-
ister Yitzhak Shamir was in power
and the peace process was nol going
anywhere, he said, “it was easy™ for
the two factions “to find common
ground io the struggle against Israel.”
Butwith Rabin’selection, he said, the
two large biocs in the territories “are
preparing for the great confrontation
between them.”

Israeli madio said tonight that two
more people were abducted and shot
in the head as suspected collaborators
with Israel.

Separately today, Ampesty Interma-
tional, in its annual report, criticized
Israel's practices in the occupied ter-
ritories, accusing 1t of using adminis-
tradve detentdons to bold some 2,000

| Palesunians without charge or mal.

i The report also charged that Palestin-

ians were “systematically tortured or
ill-treated” by Israeli anthorities dur-
ing interrogation. Inaddition, it said,
“about 90 Palestinians were shot dead
by Israeli forces, often in circum-
stances which seemed unjustifiable.”

The report said that about 170 Pales-
tinians “were killed apparently by
other Palestinians, some after having
beentorured: most were suspected of
having collaborated with the Israeli
authorities,”

The army responded that the report
failed to point out that many of those
detained “are often active members
of terrorist organizatons” who have
“committed brutal murders, torture”
and property damage. The army also
said it had followed guidelines that
prohibit torture or viclence of detain-
ees, and said that the report failed to

United States Infermation Agency

give sufficient attention to violence
between Palestinians.

Also today, the army announced that
an Israeli soldier, Eli Esha, 19, partof
an undercover squad, was accidently
killed by another undercover unpit.

| According to Israeli radio, the under-

| cover units, disguised in Arab cloth-

| ing, had split up and were searching
for an “armed cell” in the West Bank
village of Barta when one group fired
at the other. An investigation found
that thers hadbeen alack of coordina-
tion between the units.

| (END TEXT)
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THE VISION OF THE ‘'LAND OF
ISRAEL' FALTERS IN WAKE OF
LIKUD'S LOSS

w«.{7/10 C5Monitor article by Peter Ford)
| (990)

|

| THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY
PETER FORD APPEARED ON
PAGE 1 OF THE JULY 10 CHRIS-
TIANSCIENCEMONITOR UNDER
THE ABOVE HEADLINE:

(BEGIN TEXT)

The recent Israeli elections may spell
doom for the ideology that has under-
pinned successive governments here
for the past decade and a half and
rendered peace with the Palestinians

Pape(32)
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