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/ THE WHITE HOUSE/WASHINGTON, DGC/REGULAR DRIEF ING/BRIEFERS:
MARLIN FITZWATER; MICMAEL BOSKIN, CHAIRMAN, COUNCIL OF
FCONOMIC ADVISORS/FRIDAY, AUGUST 4, 1989

@ Marlin, given the nature of the events in the EMiddle EastF
aver the last 24 hours, is the EJustice DepartmentF going to drop the
attempt to extradite over there nr ig ——

MR. FITIZIWATER: There is noe attempt to extradite.
o I thought there was,

MR. FITZWATER: No&. Ne charges have been filed. You don! t
bxtradite until there's charges.

o Theré?s ne triminal investigation of any kind on our
part?

MR. FITZWATER: I'm not aware of anything that's been done at
this point.

Jahn?

Q Yesterday you said they were esploring the possibility of .
doing it,

MR. FITZIWATER: Well, I have been reminded since then that I
should not have said that, because that refers tn internal
deliberaticons of the Justice Department, which they don't discuss.

But there have baen -- publicly, there have been no charges and no
extradition.

u Isn't this a little bit beyond, though, an internal
matter of the Justice Department, as far as -—-

MR. FITIWATER: No.
@ == the deliberations there go, and --

MR. FITZWATER: There are hundreds of investigations going on
there and they never comment on them and I should not have
yesterday. iy

S - Wi\ Sl -

a8 EEB8BF1 SE:BI Fa-BRA-B8E61
2 E ;



e
30
\0\
13

el Ll

GTAFF: What he said was, if he had, he would not he saying it
here.,

ME. FITIZIWATER: Yeah, but he —- oh, get me the transcript, will
you'?

Well, in that case, I will say that he did not make final
decisions, and you can attribute it to me. Mow, lat'=s sees what the
Fresident said here. Um -~ (pause) —— where is it, Bill? Hal fway
down the line here.

"Question: Have you made a decision to take military action if
another American hostage is killed?

"The Presidant: I wouldn't. If I had made such a decision,”
which I think you can safely interpret to mean that he had fot ——

G Tell me —--

MR. FITZWATER: All right. Well then, I'm telling you he had
not —— "1 expect this would be the last place ['d be talking about
it." 1 talked to the President about this very question before he

came out. I know what he intended te say, I know what he said, and
I know what the truth is. And he had not.

0 Well, when you get into the quaestion of what a final
decision is, has he -- did he make a tentative decision to strike,
and just waiting to put a signature on paper?

MR. FITZWATER: I don’t intend to engage in that discussion.
We don’t discusg =

Gl tOff mike.)

MR. FITZWATER: Berause we don’'t discuss military options, and
it serves no purpose for us to do it. Terry?

Gl Have targets been identified, Ehough?
M. FITIWATER: We don't digcuss military planning.
Daviu? i

G Marlin, can you tell us, though, without discussing the
planning, was there a debate internally about the wisdom of this
idea of choosing these targets, or was the President eosantially
aitting a4l « table where avarybody indicated as a concept, this is a
good idea. He led us to believe in the photo op the other day that
the targets were soc amorphous and so forth that it wauld bhe very
difficult. I just wonder if there had been a consensus or if fhere
was division®

MR. FITZWATER:T The Fresident had three meetings Wwith his
security advisors in three days, discussed a number of isauss,

h
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MR. FITZWATER: 1t meanz that, as we have said before, we think
1tfs likely that he’s dead, but we still do not have confirmed
evidence that he is; and therefore we maintain that basic
presumption, yes,

Tom?

(5] Marlin, at this point, does the White House feel 1ike
it's gone beyond the stage of simply staving off threatened
executions, and is now at a point in process where it's moving
toward hostage rwluoaue? .

MR. FITZWATER: Well, we are hopeful that that is the process
== direction that we're in. But it is very difficult to say. The
== it certainly is encouraging, in terms of the freeze of the
sentence against the hostage that occurred yesterday, Cicippio. It
is encouraging that the Red Cross is interested in helping
facilitate a release of some sort, and that we have these words from
the new leader of EIranF. But -- and I think those do point to a good
dirvection, bubt on the other hand, we can't give it much more
pracision than that.

) Do you fewl like —=— (lhaudible) -~ how you deal with the
48-hour execution deadline, that sort of thing?

MR. FITZWATER: Well, we have, in that sense. 0On the other
hand, there still is a threat that Mr. Cicippio could be kEilled at
any point, pending other kinds of releasos ragarding ElararlF,

John'
@ Marlin, should we interpret the President's comments on .
- Rafsanjani as a signal that we might be wanting to establish direct

=14

contact with him or with the government there about the release of
the houtages?

MR, FITZWATER: Na, I would not interpret it thal way. I think
the Fresident was expressing his hopa for an improved situationg but
as far as I know, we don’t envision any direct cantact,

Bill?

Q What would be the —— well, what are the obstacles in the
way al this point of opaning som2 sort of direct discussion with tho
Iranians?

MR. FITZWATER: Well, cur situation remains the same it has
been. We don't have direct contacts with Iran. . We would have Gl W
we have always said we would have to see evidence of a charaed

EEB20F 1 ' 8E:81 rR-80-6861
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policy on thelr part, and we want to encourage that. But at this
point, we don’t see any evidence of change.

o Would the United States be —-

MR, FITzﬂfTERr We've also sald the hostages -—- that the
release of the hostages is the first and best way to demonstrate a
changed attitude, and that remains the same.

& Would == I'm trying to figure out what it would take to
bring the two sides together, possibly, so that we -- in arder to
work for -

MR. FITZWATER: 1 can’t speculate any further than that, other
than the release of -- .

n} (Qff-mike) -—— dialogue, if the prospect of release of the
hostages was at the other epnd of it7

MR. FITIWATER: We aren't willing to make those kinds of
speculative commitments, but we have always said the release of the
hostage would create the kind of environment where we might be able
to see some other kinds of opportunities,

G Marlin, have there been any private communications
through the third channels to back up public, somewhat encouraging
words of Rafsanjani? Is the President planning any further
diplomatic initiative himsel today -- phone calls, the rest, if you
can tell us about it?

MR. FITZWATER: To take those in reverse order, I'm not aware
of any new efforts hy the President. There have hesn any number of
exchanges of information with Tran through othor parties during Lhe
last several days. The diplomatic process that was sel in motion
the last few days continues, and I urge that you not Lhink of things
having stopped yesterday afterncon or this morning. But bthere atil
are a4 lot of people talking to a lot of people in the region about
how to get the hostages out, about the relaticnships of the United
States to the hostage situation and to other countries in the
region. Bo there is a considerable amount of diplomatic activity
that’s still going on which the President is directing in terms of
monitoring 1t and keeping reports on it. I mean, it was available
to make directional changes at any point, and we just have to wait
and see how those progress,

@ In this any number of exchanyges with lran, have there
been similarly hopeful or encouraging signs?

MR. FITIWATER: Similarly == similar to Rafsanjani's
statement? 1 don’t think there’s anything privately that has
approached the encouraging level of the public statement he has
made. Here again, pleass keep in mind that the principal method of
communication is through the news media, that the Hezbollah and
Iranians quite often use that. I saw a comment this morning someanes

-*:

s M-80-6861
scesapl ' pr:al =B




aH3

THE WHITE HOUSE/WASHINGTON, DL/REGULAR BRIEFING/LRIEFERS:

MARLIN FITZWATER; MICHAEL RBOSKIN, CHAIRMAN, COUNCIL OF

ECOMOMIC ADVISORS/FRIDAY, AUGUST <, 1989

W-2-5 page# 3
made that they learn more from the news media from the government.
And that 1s to be expected. That's where the government learns a
good deal of what these countries’ attitudes are, because they tend
to use their state-run radio systems for that purpose.

Julia?
- Marlin, could you talk about who gets responsibility ar
credit for the assistance this time? Is - does ESyrlaFf got some of

it, does the ESoviet UnionF share of it? And how about Isragl?

MR, FITZWATER: Well, we wanbt to give credit for everybody at
thia point)y) and in fact we Lwlleve gverybody dessrves some of the
credit, We cartatnly cannot pinpoint, oven if we wanted ——

(& == (Dff-miked —— too much credit ——

MR. FITZWATER: We cannot pinpoint, even {f we wanted to, some
individual or some one move that's responsible for the progress made
g far. i

Q Dossn’t Syria get some of the credit, though?

MR. FITIWATER: Everyhody gets some credit,

@ Marlin, the --

MR. FITZWATER: Let's go over here. Yes, Linda.

[ You were talking about the public exchanges with lran as
opposed to what you all are hearing through channels. s it still
very conflicting? Do you still not brust what you're hearing
publicly from Rafsanjani?

MR. FITZWATER: Well, we're always skeptical of what we hear.

The short answer 1is yes., Pat? .

@ Rafsan janl has only been president for a day. What kind
of control or power does he really exercise in Iran? We've heard so
much over the years shout all the factions and -~

MR. FITZWATER: I can't give you that kind of analysis, Pat.
I don't know, Brit?

8] Marlin, why do the President’s repeated and, for him,
quite emotional expressions of concern for the hostages and their
families, which wearae =-- which sccurred again in Ghe Oval OTT1Lo
tuday, when he was talking about My, Cicippic and his wonder ful
family up in Fennsylvania and how, despite the warnings, that he was
entitled to the Prasident’s concern and all these other people'’s
roncern and so forth -- why should we not conclude that once again
we have a United Stateas policy toward the Middle East, and
particularly toward the situation there, which is purely or almost
totally hostage-driven?

LB GEBBArI a8l Fg-B88-eBG1
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MR, FITZWATER: The —— well, I would make two points, One is
that the President and a number of us have been through these kinds
of episocdes before. We have been through the Iran-contra situation.
We have experienced the tugs at the heartstrings that can occur in
these kinds of situations. And I think everyone is cautious not to
let their emoflons become a directing force. And similarly, we
want to be sensitive. I know thal —== I bhelieve the EBtate DepartmentF h.

done a good job In malnbalniog lidisun with bhe families, and 1 know
that Fresident Bush has bean very insistent that the State
Department increase thal activity and be as responsive to them as
possible, '

As is always the case in these kinds of incidents, you never
have as much information as familiws wanl ur deswrve.  Bul
nevertheless, everyone is conscious of the need to be sensitive and
responsive but, at the same token, not -- but, by the same token,
not to let that rule the policy deliberations.

Secondly, I don’t believe that is the mejur driving faclur.
The -— certainly the situation is driven by the hostages and the
reality that they create of American citizens in trouble and our
long tradition of Ehuman rightsF concerns being at stake. America is
a compassionate country, and we have preached that compassionate
policy to countries arcund the world., And I believe that will
continue to be a guiding pelicy of this country.

In addition, there d4rg == Lhere are mdllers Herg L Lerme ufl
relations with Iran, with Syria, with other countries in the Middle
East. There are policy considerations with regard to the peace
process, relations with Israel. And all of these forces come to
play in terms of guiding our deliberations dur.ng thig time. Bo, 1
don’t think it’s led by that factar.

MNichk? .

Q vou' ve characterized Rafsanjani’s statement this morning
as "encouraging." But it comes with a condition, and that ia that
the United States place pressure on Israel for the release ot the
people that it holds, Now, doesn’t that imply that Rafsanjani Ls
proposing a negotiation for the release of the hostages, that is
something that we have sald we won't do®?

MR, FITZWATER: It implies that we should be gskeptical, as I
gaid we have always been in the past, that we have a long history of
discussions and statements related to Iran that always seem to end
up in demands or pleas of ane kind or ancther. So, we are mindful
of thaty you're absolutely right. And that's why the Fresident is
fairly cautious in saying we're encouraged. And we pursue this
possibility, but we keep our eyas opeén.

Michael ®
& Are wa beipg kept informed, either voluntarily or at our
S o A
e BEBBERI Er il rEa-8@0-88E1
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request, by the Israelis of the progress, whatever, on Lhis swWwap
they may be working on? And aleng with that, do we talk with —— did
the -- when the Fresident made his personal phone calls, did he make
any personal phone calls to anywne in Israel?

o~

MR. FITZWATER: No calls to Israel. We are in constant contact
with them through the State Department. Of course, Assistant
Secretary Kelley is there now. 8So, there is continuous
deliberation.

Feter?

@ Marlin, could you —- going back to what you said a little

while ago about the Red Cross, could you elaborate on what that -- .

their involvement is at this point, including who they have
contacted?

MR. FITIWATER: We don't have a lot of information. The press
r—pnrhn indicate that the

CONT INUED
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Red Cross is involved in at least looking at the situation. We have
ceen the Red Lross referred to by a number of other counbries,
including lran, over the last several days. I don't knaw how
definitive our knowledge is. [ do not have very much on what they
are doing. But, obviously, we have always sald we are willing to
help anyone Wha can seek Lhe release of hostages and talk te anyons
and go to any lengths to get their release. And if the fRed Cross
can bae halpful, we certainly would be supportive.

@ 8o is the administration in touch with them? Has
the subject of American hostages -«

MR. FITIWATER: 1 don't know. 1'd have to check and see that,
Peter. 1 did talk briefly with the General about it, but there's
gome uncertainty about our contacts.

Mar k™

ol Marlin, what is your responue to Rafsanjani’s specific
demands that the pressure be placed on larael?

MR, FITIWATER: Well, we have not commented directly on that
aspect of it because it does relate to Ilsrasl and not directly to

us. We continue to watch the situation, and our general response ls
we believe in the unconditional release af all the hostages.

Lea? "

wostages, is the
@ 1n terms of gaining the release of the hﬂ% gEsy 1 2%
L = i1ling Lo consider some reciprocal m , a5 part
;?m;nt?zgit;ETuﬁimh, Ehich‘iﬂ the kind of a proposal that Rafsanjani

spems to be hinting as?
MR, FITZWATER! Well, like what? What do yau mean’? .

; i " o
zation of realations, freaing @
normal i at ﬂbviﬂUﬁly yuu’ll
are you willing ko
the hostages are

@ Well, in terms af :
assets —— if nmé ﬁimultanmuualy, 5Hqugqt1ag1¥.
want to see the hastages roloased first. W

conaider some gignale to Iran that if, in fact,

relased, A, B, and C_umuld follow?

MR. FITZWATER: Well, we aren't —-— W san't speculate on future

7 iy = d do
At ale it in terms of what we Wikl
moves 1ike that: LSos and £alk efous Et lwa make the opening step 10

(=¥ : g0 forth. ; i 9. -
agdlﬁha 12@ Egubﬁafdftfgdeﬁgpuragang and wa hope it's productive
KHH wg'lt have to see whare 1t leads.

That's why I was asking the question, bacauss when you

dascr?ha Rafosanjani's statement as tercouraging’, his statement does
open the way for womekthing —— & widar package than just release of

dk
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‘he hostages. To the extent that you look at his statement
favorably, it would seem to suggest that you, too, would be willing
to go down that road.

MR. FITIWATFR: Well, we Jjust have to wail and see. We just
aren't willing to speculate in advance.

John?
Q Well isn't it that -- one further guestion —-
MR. FITZWATER: Whoopas! Len’s still here.

@ Bome time ago the President himself, I believe —- as a
matter of fact, in his inaugural message —-- suggested that the US
would be forthcoming in improving relations with Iran if the hostage
situation were resolved. Now we're at a much more specific point in
terms of applying that concept to the present situation. Have ——
aren’t you, in effect{ suggesting, signaling that the US would not

3]

Just stand still and ave everything to be done b ran, but that
there would be some furghcumingygﬂﬂtarﬂa at this agd% e g

MR. FITIWATER: The President said good will begets good will
and that still is our belief.

Deborah®?
@ Marlin, twe guestions. First, yesterday you cautioned us
nat to expect nny'uhanguu in ship movements. Could you update that?

MRE. FITZWATER: No.

e In other words, :
any gquick changes in the movement of ships

we'lre at the same place? Don't expect q
and where they're going’

MR. FITZWATER: 1 don't believe I commented wn that. I don't
know whare the ships are going.

B Mo, that's axﬁﬁtly what you said.

o N, you sald don't expect any quick

@ Don't expect any quick changes in the status of the

ships == Coff mike) —-

MR. FITZWATER: 0Oh, okay. All right, well, if I said that, I
stand behind {t. (Laughter.) MNow what's the guestion?

Q What’s the status today?
MR. FITZWATER: T don’t know. I'd refer you $o the Pentagan.

o (Off mikeo)—== b=i=i-i=i-g ships -

' H
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Q Could you characterize the level of diplomatic actiwvity
today as compared to yesterday afternoon? Is the pressure still on
as much?

MR. FITZWATER: Yes, I -~ I -- that's one of the points I
wanted to make, that there still is a lot of activity going on in
terms of —— in terms of communications between varlnuﬁ_countrlﬂa,
between foreign ministers, ambassadors, I don't anticipate
heads—-of-state calls, but that certainly is a possibility. But we
continue to pursue all these diplomatic moves,

P a Following-up on the calls, you said esarlier that he has
not been calling Israel. Why not Israel if he's been making so many
calls, which inclygde the heads of —- (inaudible),

MR, FITZWATER: Because we’'ve had high-level and continuous
contactuy with Iarael. Assistant Secretary Kelly ig there; our
ambassador is there. There have been continuous talks. Secretary
Baker has talked to Arens and others. So there have been continuous
discussions there at various levyels,

a 88 ~= @0 are you saying that there 1s no -— this has no
significance as far as the United States saying to Israel, "Hey, you
guys didn't consult us when you took Obeid, and so we’re not going
to be quite as close right now?"

MR. FITIZWATER: We are close. We're very close. We're
discussing it constantly at all levels. But your question has no
significance -— (laughing lightly) =-- yeah, I mean —-

EERBAFIT EF:81 rB-80-68E61
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i Finally the Israelis were able to | Pl
E.NMMIE M IN}? 1 sirike back at the sheik and his Hez- |
. ‘ DSt’fﬂt a bollah terrorists by sending in a com- '
| mando force to capture him. They |
e ' wanted to free his victims, Israeliand
‘ . foreign, and to put a plain price on fu. !
e CXt ture kidnapping, the bill to be pre- '
. sented to the terrorist chiefo. \ 5
) . " Thatis antiterrorism, l
Do we really have to debate, define |
errOTISt and discuss terrorism and antiterror-
ism? It is staggering that we even have
to talk about it after all these years, N
( r ' Now, the tarrorists have psstponsd
1Sls the murder of one more American.
‘ There are reports the United States
WASHINGTON sent A warning that the terrorist
bases would be attacked. ¥
I gﬁeilﬁr-ﬁg; cde:gu?r?édtil?::?p ke - But terrorism is too valuable a
. The difference is not u malter weapan for the dlr:ulh &qunﬁ! ;nd"thﬂir
of semantics but of the most profound P“Tf;te:f HYGIvE "P‘i oim : ; b s s
political and moral tmportance, It is the A% 8 condistent policy o
the difference between terrorism and fighting it wherever and whenever it
antiterrorism. appears — even without the catalyst of
For a long time to come, It will be- i
remembered around the world that™ . 5
when the Bush Administration faced .
Jte first crisls, its Immediate reaction How will
vu-;as :!u[?cl as If it could nut recognize . U S e
. thatdifference. 1 -~ .
t‘!lpumgﬂ' Sholk ;l.b-:l’ulrzll'lllm O&eld thc TR i
rec e very band o ers that = - 4
specialized in kidnapping, torturing mﬁﬂt lt :
and murdering innocent forelgn by- ‘
standers, mostly American, (o help it | and thﬁ - &

achleve its political goals,

That is the classical deﬂnltiun uf '
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an Israell commando raid. This coun-

try has no such policy now.

So ohe day the terrorists will strike
again, another kidnapping, another
plane blowi up in [ight.

Presldent Bush humselt raised the
question of the basic American attj-
tude toward terrorism. He implied at
the beginning of the crisis that all

"kidnappings” were the same. He
went on to call for the immediate re-
Iease of “all, all” of the “hostages."

Then Senator Nobert Dale con
temptuously denounced lsrael for
“freclancing.” It was an exhibition of
tight-lipped fury that disgnsied many
of his friends around the count ry who
happen to hope well for Israel. 1t put a
knowing smirk on the faces of his de-
tracturs, u loud "] told you so.”

Suddenly lIsrael becomes larpet
and villain. Israel — not the sheik, not
his lranian paymasters | or the
Syrians, The arms he gets go through
Syrin. His bands live and (rain in
Syrian-controlled parts of Lebanon,

Isracl did what the United States
did when it could — reached out to
grab a terrorist careless enough to
get within grabbing reach,

This Is a statement by an American
official in 1985; .

“We need to extend the reach of
U.S. laws 1o those who would kidnap
or murder U.S, citizens overseas. , , ,

"This last yeur we have acted as
never before — in seeking extradition
of the Achille Lauro hijackers from
Italy and of the T.W.A. hijuckelrs from
Lebanon and putting a price on the
head of the PLO, leader of the
Achille Lauro hijacking, And, _of

course, In October U.5. Navy planes
forced out of the alr a [Egyptian] jet
carrying the murderers of Leon
Klinghoffer.'" ¥

That statement was made by
George Bush, then Vice President of

the United States and In charge of its

‘antlterrorist activities.

What happened to George Bush?
"The Presidency happened = the
Presldency and all itc rooponaibl)-

Itles, stresses and hard cholces. We'

can sympathize with a Président, Bui
we can still expect him to remember
today what he pald yesterday, | .

ot = e 1] "
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Next month, next year ~ another

- crisls untfl the President adopts a

consistent antiterror|st policy and
btrategy, lets the world know what it
1§ and stands hy it -
Nnw there i& no one in Washington
or anywhere else who can predict
what M, Bush will do the next ti me,
Will he act swiftly or wait while the
hostages continue s waste away, as
did his predecessors? If Israel soes a
chance to take actjon against terrop-
Ism again, will it hesitate ton long its

self, out of insecurity in the steadfast.

ness of an American President?

Will President Bush be willing to
stund up now and say what Vice
President Bush had to say about
Boing afler terrorists?

President Bush need not announce
tactical moves In advance. But terror.
Ism will not end until his enemies know
he can be counted on to fight against
them — and his allles know he can be
counted mltuﬂghtalpngsldemem‘

It Is the not knowing that brings
about the (aking of hostages, thelr
murder, and one crlsis}nllnwlng an-

giher, ot . 0
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- Yesterday’s announcement by Hez-
bollah that it had, in effect, suspended
the execution of Joseph Ciclpplo was

‘phrased in a way that might be of fu-

‘ture interest to Americans concerned

-about how to fight terrorism.

. “Qut of respect for the intervention
“by the parties and states with whom
_America pleaded to mediate and stop
‘the execution, we declare the freezing
.of the death sentence and its substitu-
tion with an inllative,” sald the Hez-
bollah statement. In other words,
there are some people in the world for
whom the terrorists have respect. The

"way to bring pressure on terrorists is
to bring pressure on their masters.

Iran obviously was first cholce. In
the language of diplomati¢ niceties,
‘State Department spokeswoman Mar-
-garet Tutwller yesterday said, "'We
have been in touch with Iran through
a variety of channels and at this time
‘have no reason to belleve that Iran is
not deallng with thls malter In a seri-
ous way."

More to the point, the Associated
Press quoted an anonymous adminis-
tration officlal Wednesday| to the ef-
fect that Iran had been told: “If any-
thing happens to the hostages we hold
you responsible." -

" In other words, It may be hard to
find out where terrorists are hiding—
although we are not convinced that it

is impossible~but 1t Is always possi- /

ble to know the address ofja Sponsor-
ing - government, Moammar Gadhafl
learned that lesson when he narrowly
escaped U.S. Alr Force F-111s three
years ago.

In the case of the Hezbollah, there
are most likely several governments

‘Out of Respect. ..’

with some degree of responsibility.
Certainly the long, bloody arm of
Iran's late ruler, the Ayatollah Kho-
meini, manipulated the Hezbollah fa-
natics. But they also were operating
from territory controlled, if you can
call it that, by another shadowy char-
acter, Hafez al-Assad of Syria. And
Syria is a client state of the Soviet Un-
fon, which even under glasnost has not
forsworn the employment of KGB in-
trizues to further its intricate global
ambitions.

Ms, Tutwller indicated that these
other two players also were consulted
in U.S. diplomatic efforts to save Mr.
Clcipplo. What motives each might
have to cooperate are subject to spec-
ulation. Soviet overtures to the West
are founded heavlly on its own deep
economic problems, for example. But
Iran, at least, probably has some un-
derstanding of the potential cost of
noncooperation, given the enmity It
has earned in such generous quanti:
ties from the American people and
government.

So the terrorists are showing some
“respect,”” The crisls Isn't over, as
presidential spokesman Marin ki
water made clear yesterday. The ter-
rorists still are demanding that the Is-
raelis release their top fanatic, Abdul
Karim Obeld, and now have proposed
to give a longer list of names to the
Red Cross. Maybe they are in a mood
{0 deal. Maybe tiey are not. But if
they are not, thelr friends In Tehran
and elsewhere should keep in mind
that states can be held responsible for

~the forces they unleash on the world.

Sometimes the calling to account is
less than pleasant.

1483144
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— The Editarial Notebook

Let Viewers Judge ‘Days of Rage .

Should public selevision broadcass

* Palestinian sympathies of its pre-
" ducer, Jo F
| gver terrorism, Amercans need tc listen Lo the documeTt:
' tary’s aggrieved vaices. They are part of the problem.

ranklin-Troul vei ever. in the current turmoi:

This 90-mimale film on the West Bank upnising 15 justi
{iably faulted for its skewed histary and interviews with
unmpresenmtiue Israeli;, who tend tobe gither ranting

* certlersor ardent peaceniks. Ms. Frank'in-Trout's softbal

questioning of Palestinians seems an jvitation to indict

' 1sraeli repression; never once does ske refer 1o sins of
| viglence by Palestinians.

And the fiim 15 manipulative, as cameras dwell relent-

children and grieving rmothers.
Yet it insults the intelligence cf viewers 1o sugzest as

: snmehh.ave,_ﬂ'al. they need protestion from a film \a_l.']m:ae

Ireland and on racism in South Alfrica Courageously, L1

_ public system in 1980 rebuffed a State Department protest
"' and horrified objections by Mokil Oil — in airing
. #Death of a PTiNCESS » g “dramatized documentary’ ano

 ihe execution for adultery of 2 Saudi princess.

WNET is due to present “Days of Rage” o0 Sept. 6, with
““wrapa » meaninz the film will be

ta
" preceded an- followed by a critical Ciscussion. This may
. seem excessively cautious. But it is bellet than toial re-

jection of the documentary by WNYC, whose program di-

- «Days of Rage: The Young Pales- Gr{]wn-Up Audi&n{;es stahl’s muotorious paean Hitler-
tipians™? It skould’ indeed. Mot . s, wTriumth of the wilL® It's
viewers will readily sense the prc- Can Accuunt for Bias hard 1o see & lIkeness between Thal

film of diabakic prilliance exaliing a
supposed master raee and Ms. Eranklin-Trout's bome-:
snovie-guality interviews with Palestinians.

By all means show her film, and let it stir argument.
[here’s nothing fake about the priblem depicted. EVETY
foreign journalist who visits the Wesl Bank hears varia-
tions of the same stores: hames blown up to panish whole
families, rubber bullets that mmaim on impacd, & criminal
justice system that can jail without rudimeniary safe-
red schoots and curfewed houses that

abet extremism.

1t is to lsrael’s credit that Ms Franklmo-
make this critical film about a 20-month uprising 2gainst

a Z2-year occupation lsraelis themselves anguish over 2

protracted crackdo#n that can m pain asd imprisor-

ment into routinized statistics. 4 film trying to endow
_those numbers with some humanity does Nt Geserve
comparison to Nazi pro o
The same negative reflexes ted Joseph Papp 0 cancel 8
New York Public —healer performance of a Pakstinien

A mericans have brains enough 10 judge what is compel-
KAR

i
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Make the Terroriétsl

By Barry Rubin

JERUSALEM

fter the apparent murder of

Lieut. Col. Wijlllam

Higgins and the

. threats lo execute hos-
tage Joseph Clcippio,

America again has to

decide whether to appease, ignore or
fight terrorism. The current ap- |

proach of changing the nation’s policy
with each-headline not only falls to
deter terrorism but actively encour-
ages It. '
Clearly, nothing Is gained by at-
tacking those (in this case lsrael)
who are battling terrorism. Diverting
attention from the terrorists’ guilt
and dividing America from Jsrael are
precisely the results the murderers
seek. To [ollow that path would give
them a propaganda and politica) vic-
tory that would only encourage’ fur-
ther acts of terrorlsm. i
Unfortunately, the right approach
to combating terrorism Is not nearly
as obvious, So far, the U.S, has yet to

pelfrright. |

The paticrn Iuvl.?r new famillar —
terrorists act, ashington reacts
and, in the end, the U.S swears to do it
differently next time. '

After the lran hostage crisis, we |
vowed never agaln to be humiliated. !
Lasl year, alter the Iran arms deal
was revealed, Americans learned the
folly of the White House Lrying to ob-
tain the relecase of American hostages
in Lebanon as soon na possible and at

any price. After that, we were deter-
mined to get tough on terrorism.

But this wouldn't be the first time

the 'U.S. has taken a tough stand.

Barry Rubin, a fellow at the Washing-
lon Inolilule for Near Cast Policy, (s
author of “Istanbul Intrigues.”” |

Pay
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American plancs “kldnapped” an
Egyptian plane carrying the terror-

ists who hijacked the Achille Lauro .

cruise ship and murdercd an Amer-
fcan in 1985,

The 1.8, military bombed Libya in
retaliation for a Libyan-backed ter-
rorist attack in Berlin that killed an
American soldier. Although the Liby-
ans enginecred the murder of two
hostages in Lebanon as retaliation,
(heir leader, Muammar el-Qaddalfi,

FrTTR A AT

Bugh is right
to consider
retaliating. |

T T

|
was intimidated and abstained from
terrorism for more than two years.
american leaders puinted 1o thio oc
an example of how counter-terrorist
strikes could work. o

The U.S, pressed West Germany
and Greece to extradite captured ter-
rorists who had killed Americans
Both countries resisted, fearing for
thelr own people. Greece freed an-
other terrorist who murdered a little
gir) in a Rome 5ynagogue.

In each case, the U.B. ignored the
woncine of LCuropoan ctaies thal
their citizens would be taken hostage
or killed. These worrles were seen as
cowardly and inviting further terror-

jst attack.
Most recently, the U.S. approach

. has been to jgnore terrorism, to say

\

that the hostages' plight is a tragic

one but there is not much that can be -

| done. At times, this is a sensible tac-

tie. Yet, It also presents problems,
For example, investigntnrs now be-

KESHER®NEW-YORK

“Syria or Iran. It would be too politi-

'1

lieve they have clear evidence thal
the Popular Front for the Liberation
of Palestine-General Command was
responsible for (he bombing of an
American airliner over Lockerbie,
Scotland, last December. There is
also mounting evidence that Iran was
directly involved in the attack.

But this story will not soon be pub- |
licly told, at least not by U.S. officials, -
then Washington would |

it were,
have to do something about It,

The Bugh Administration 15 not

likely to stage a retaliatory attack on

cally costly abroad and too controver-
sjnl ot home. Besides, an attack
might fail or have high casuallies.
lgnoring lervorism thus not only
fails to deter attacks but also cripples
the U.S. abillty to penalize elther the
murderers or their sponsors.

That leaves retaliation, the only
method that has proven eflective in
the past. Indecd, if Hezbollah or its
backers thought the U,S. would retali-
ate, they never would haye dared o
kill Colonel Higgins — if he was in
fact murdered in late July.

President Bush, who is said 1o be
threatening to retaliate if the second
hostage execution is carried out, has
several options, He can support those
who are fighting terrorism; press for
effective economic sanctions, 1o
which Iran and Syria are now guite
vulnerable; arrest terrorists, extra-
dite them and {ry them for thelr
crimes; .and take Judicious mintary
action, though stopping short of an
outright attack on Syria or Iran.

uch 4 countersterrorist policy
would not only deter future hostage-
taking and violence but would also
help ease the anger that all Amer-
jcans feel about terrorist attacks. )

T —————

—
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-7 ASHINGTON, Aug. 2 — Faced with
g rrisis im the Middle East, the Buph
today reaffirmed ine

Adrninistrati d 1
Amernican policy of not negotia’ing

el

s

By ROBERT PEAR
gpecial 10 The New York Times

{%}hﬂe £ iy

e - Avg LS

o i

te Héﬁse Reaffirms Anti-T
/Jﬁ

e

gan’s efforts 1a

in Lebanon, Secretary seized hostages

crisis W

= -
e

e

k, | Iran’ by selling weapons

the United Sratesof its The United Stales has
f {{ran for ;upp-urting (EeCTo

P :
Shiite priscners 107 israeli soldiers and |thrown mto a

foreign hoslages " :
of State James A. Baker 3d delivered a | bassy in Teheran i 1579.

ambiguous responss, say-| Claylon E. McManaway Jr., who re-

often eriticized
rists, and was
hen Iranians
at the Amercan Em-

errorist

.3,'

Steps to Work AroindIt
e T

1o Teheran.

% ¢ shitian i . deliberatelly
m ..‘9 ;ﬁ;ﬂmﬁ :ha ;:;u:h;?‘::? o ?rac:;f:u_ ing, ‘“The United States can naither | tired in April as associate cpordinalor
P mp?ﬂ:égb A sk Fgfrgﬂg ticu- | concur in, ot object|to, the P of the American counterterrorsa pro-
e T my. o g action.” gram, said today that the Bush Admin-
B rism, hea y George Code Words and N ced Policy istration's “overall nhandling of the lat-
est crisis has been 8 =

gush, who was then Vice President.
i While such an exchange would have

g
E.._ his predecessors, the temptatmn..a.nd violated £.merican policy if it had been
5 the perceived need to deal indirectly | undertaken by the United States, the
b =ith hostage-lakers has become over- | Bush Administration caid that [srael,
whelming. as a soverzign country, was free to pur-
The United States, through inter- jsve a different policy. The Uni
, mediaries like Switzerland and Japan, Srates’ faflure 10 object nas led to some
nas urged Iran Lo obtain the release of |confusion about th2 American palicy. €

2merican hoslages held by Shiite Mus- There was already substantial confu-
lym growups in 1 ebanon, and Admeinis- | sion becaise of the lran-conira affair,
tration officials said Washinglon had |in which the Reagan Administration
hinted simultaneously that Teheran | sent weapons to lran in a despe-ate ef-
might be rewarded for its efforts. fort to gain the release of American

{n the past, the United States has*hnstages in Lebanon. Mr. Bush said in
u'.led other countries (O follow 1£<7] 1086 that he supported President Rea-
: i /

But he said: «There is an under-

standable lendency [0 use simple code
words for-a nuanced policy

. When the
L].S. says, 'We will not neg-;r.iatu“ that

gives people the wrong mmp
ted | suggesting that we won't talk In fact,

under U.S. policy as [ understand it, we
will talk toanyone, but won't make con-
cessions.” .
Talking and Negotiating
L Paul Bremer, former chief of the
State Department’s counterterrorism
program, said re was '‘an impor-
istinction”

tant d be?leﬂlmlklnsand

~

'fﬁ.



o

144

o

1408

KESHER*MEW-YORK

18: 38

| 389-85-04

ol

—

!60]:,1;1

negotiating with Ermnsts "Wr, wil al-
ways Lalk to anybody about the wel-are
of American hostages, but we willpot
negoliate because that unplle.'s making
concessions,”’ he said.
- Margarel D. Totwiler, the State De-
partment spokeswoman, acknewl-
edged the confusion over Amerikan
policy when she said today that “ar in-
correct construction has been pufl on
the overall message" from the Un ted
States 1o Israel “Our statement was
balanced on purpose to explain whpwe
could not take a position’ for or aganst
the proposed exchange of Pprisomers
and hostages, she said.

The latest crisis began Friday wien
Israeli commandos abducted a leaier
jof the [ranian sponsored Party of God,
Sheik Abdul Karim Obeid, from his
home in southern Lebanon.

Clear and Censlstent Policy
On Manday, a terrorist group linked
to the Party of God said it had hanged

an American hostage in revenge or
the abduction. Another Shiite group

threatened to kill a semnd American

bostage, ]-u&-ph J.ames Cicippie, the
ecting comptroller of the A.merican
University of Berut, if Israell did not
release the sheilc

~ Mr. McManawzy s.aud, “1t's d:sturb
ing that there seems ta be a growing
tendency o allow a perception -of paral-
lelismn between Sheik Obeid, & proven
terorrist, and Ccppio, an innocent
schoolteacher.”

Israel says Sheik Obeid was davolved
in the 1988 ki ing of Lieut Col
William R Higgine of the Unitesd States
Marines, the hostage reported 1o have
been hanged on Mwaday.

Mr. Bremer said it was impoartant for
the United States to be clear and con-
sistent in its policy toward terrerism
because two milion Americans- live
overseas, many ofthem im “places that
are very dangerous.” o
Israels Antl-Terrorist Stance

In 1581, when Peesident Reagan wel-
comed home 52 Americans who had
been held captive in Iran, be said that
“our policy will be one of swift and ef-

- I‘...u

tional terrorists.
But American uﬂmnh im-e uhen. re-

tion, because they could not identify the

strike back without harming ignocent
civilians. ‘“Our principies of justice will
not permit random redaliation agatrst

groupheaded by Mr.Bush.  ;

policy against terrorism and has often

terrorist attacks. But in the current
hostage crisis, the Umited States has
portrayed itself as having a tgugher
policy than Israel becanse Washingtcn
says it will not negotimte with terror-
ists, :
- Israeli officials find the Bush Admin-
istration’s position paradoxical, inas-
much as they have been trying unsuc-
cessfully for seven months to persuade
the United States to cut off talks with
leaders of the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization linked to, termrﬁt acts in

fective reiributiom™ against interna-

l.‘nepas:_ ” t

LY
5

terrorists with certainty or not -

groups or countries,”™ said the miy '
Israel is known for having-4 firm "
retaliated againsi those responsible for

frained from imposing such retribe- 3

o ——— gy, S i g,
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- Ali of Tunisia at the opening session of the Palestinian congress yesterday in Turus.

By YOUSSEF M. IBRAHIM

Specal 1o The Mew York Tumes

PARIS, Aug. 3 — Yasir Arafat, the
Palestime Liberation Organization

j chairman, said at a Palestinian con-

gress in Tunis today that the P.L.O.
would :ontinue its recent diplomatic ef-
forts & reach a Middle East settle-
ment

“There is no going back on the
course that Palestinians have taken,"”
Mr. Araiatl was reported to have told
1,000 d=legates of the Fatah movement,
the larzest group in the P.L.O., which is
holding its first congress in nine years,

Mr. Arafat comments reafiirming
his corxmitment 1o a peaceful process
io gaix an independent Palestinian
state followed expressions of bitter dis-
appoin.ment by Mr. Arafat and other
Palesticians toward the United States.
In several recent interviews, Mr. Ara-
fat accased the United States of delay-
g pesceful efforts to give Israel time
to crusy the Palestinian uprising in the
occupied territories,

Yourger Palestinians in Fatah and
some lezders of the 20-month uprising
have sxzid the P.L.O. pave too many
concessions to {srael without bearing
fruit fer the Palestinians. Those in-
cluded the renunciation of Lerrorism
and the recognition of Israel's right to
exist, which Mr. Arafat pledged last

fA rafat to Continue Diplomatic Effort in Mideast |

The leader says
“There is no
going back.’

year 10 get the United Stat=s o dropits
banon contacts with the P.L.O.

Arafai Criticizes 1.5,

Mr. Arafat asserted tcday that the
P.L.O."s peaceful gestures sad not been
matched with geod will from the Amer-
icans, who he said had failed 10 press
[srael to agree to lalks with the P.L.O.

“We have the right to ask the United
States administration and President
bow long they will contlinwe to deny cur
people’s right ko sell-determination,’
Mr. Arafat said “And how lang the suf-
fering of my people will ga on and how
mamny other wars must be fought for
the region to break out of the cycle of
blood.”

Mr. Arafat reiterated what he said at
a Palestine National Courcil meeting
last year: that the uprising against ls-
raeli occupation has begun a “new
stage” in the Palestinian campaign for
self-determination, one “hat offers
more “realistic™ chances Jor a Pales-
tinian homeland.

Nevertheless, he said, the uprising in
the "West Bank and Gaza “will not stop
untill the conclusion of a peace treaty”
and the esiablishment of an independ-
ent Palestinian state “with Jerusalem
asitscapial”

E-ndorsement of Arafat Expected

The opening of the five-day Fatah
meeting in Turis was somewhat over-
shadowed by the threats by Lebanese
exlremists 10 execute American hos-
tages, a subject that the Fatah officials
said Lhey woulC discuss as part of a re-
view of the overall situation in Leba-
non, where hali a million Palestinians
live. { | -

Despile the sxpected doubts about

Mr..Arafat's peacefui overiures, senior -

Palesstinian officials in Tunis said they
expected the cenference to end on Sun-
day with an endorsement of Mr. Ara-
fat's line, Those policies were sanc-
tioned in Algerialast year by a meeting
of th.e Palesuine National Council, ofien
desc:ribed as a Palestinian pariiament
in exile.

Mr. Arafat founded the Fatah move-
men't some 25 years ago and has beeq
its leader since. While other organiza.
tions grew ouf of it, Fatah has re-
mained the dominant group. It largely
controls the umbrelia organization of
the P.L.O.

"r""- i,

1 | Y asi Arafat, left, chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization, with President Zine al-Abidine Ben

b

E L T A
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CUS. Official Meets With Palestinians

Wmﬂmﬂuﬁu?utnmn

;:JERUS}J.EM.Aug,E—Agmupuf inied

: “Pralestinians

I N ns with the Israelis.

~ " . gayerabAmerican officials who have Kelly, the

< Srisited Jerusalem, including former

.~ Sgcretary of State George P.

% Iﬁ?ﬂ'ﬂ%ﬂiﬁdmm&ﬂt&m Palestin- | BETWIC
“ - “ians i sraeli-occupi territori - y
- i 3 €S| " “wThis meeting would indeed have

"= gt all of the P

that the

with a visiting semor Ppal
- Jamerican official today and laid down Prime
* jard-line conditions for peace negotia-

i ﬁuﬂngﬂﬂﬂnm&upﬁsﬂ@.&ﬂmuﬂ -
alestinians refused, sug- had greater import and
‘Americans meet with had it been

and | the targetof the problem.”
Palestinians d2scri

palemics’ by assertng th
dialogue with the PLO. ¥

Mr. Kelly that electons in the territo-

and | ries *““must be part cf a comprehensive
th | settlement, as a MEaNS to more, but nol

the two-hour
_ | meeting with Mr. Kelly as stormy and
said he accused the group of “playing
counter was part of the United States

«The atmosphere wasn'l 1.’1-m¢:nﬂ.l}»“::l

THE NEW YORK TIMES, FF |

a ]
__[mayurntﬂebmsaidthegmlpmﬁ

" ddenopmmmitf'pmmmwm ﬁaﬁmmbr&.-andnidmhavem
rael's peace initiative. , make our own way.”
Mustaf Natsheh, the former deputy Points Made in the Letter

alestinian state. .
gAction by the United States o force
the Israelis to wihdraw {rom he oCou-
pied territories

gAn internaticnal peace ccnference
on the Arab-Israzli conflict.
qEqual treatment ol Pa'estinlans
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gEqual treatment of Palestinians
and Israells on all matters ol “inde- i
pendence, sovereignty, security, recog- 1
nition, national rights and guarantees.” '
As Mr. Kelly met with the Palestin
jaris, there was more violence in the o¢-
cupied Gaza Strip. A hand grenade
- thrown A0 a pussiig Israell patrol _
wounded three Israeli soldiers and 3
three Palestinian civilians, army and
Arab reports sald. Troops opened fire
after the blast, wounding more than al
dozen Palestinlans in the town of Khan |
Yunis, The Assoclated Press quoted
hospital officials as saying. -

some Arab Schools Reopen

JERUSALEM, Aug. 3 (Reuters) —
Israel has réopened more than 300
west Bank Arab junlor high schools
that have been closed for most of the
19-month Palestinlan uprising.

About 69,000 Palestinian children in
grades seven, eight and nine returned
to 324 schools Wednesday without Incl-
dent, sald a spokeswoman for the [s-
racli military authorities on the West ]
‘Bank. The move marks the second
stage in a gradual reopening of West
Bank schools announced on July 12,

The army allowed elementary stu-
dents nud 12th graders to return 1ast
"month after students' parents and
school principals gave assurances that
the children would not demonstrate
during class hours.

2, TR BRT,
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But while the military option may fade
for a few days, the hostage drama is open-~
ing intriguing diplomatic possibilities. One

s that Tranian President Hashemi Rafsan-
jani, who took office just yesterday, is
heeding U.S. threats that Iran would be
held respansihle for the death of Mr. Ciclp-
pio and is helping to restraln the terror-
{sts, The captors said they were putting off
Mr, Cicipplo's killing “out of respect for
the intervention by the parties and stales
with whom America pleaded to mediate
and stop the execution,”

1f he Is willing to restrain the terrorists,
Mr, Ratsanjani could use the culrent crisis
to demonstrate to the Bush administration™ -
that he will temper Iranian behavior.
Wiite House press secretary Marlin Fitz-
water sald the administration can't point
to “any specific impmvem&nts" In rela-
tions with Iran, bul he sald the White
House hopes the groundwork has been laid
for improvements in the future.

The other diplomatic possibility is that

Hezbollah and ils splintéi tFFOF ETOUDS.
may be considering the Israell offer of a
swap in which Shelk Abdel Karim Obeid,
the capturéd Shiite religlous leader, and
other Lebanese Shilles held by Israel

| would be released in return for all Western - .

: hostages In Lebanon. Publicly, Hezbollah : |
~ has rejected the idea. But Israell officials _~ |

insist that there remains a chance for .
some kind of exchange, L
—John J. Fialka contribuled {0 this arti-
cle. | :
! “?%
| IJ,._r
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| Don’t make Israel take the rap for

the Mideastern madness|

EAR i1 and year out, In
the public discourse of
this country, more non-

gense Is ultered about the
Middle East than about any
pther toplc with the possible
i:?u.':_.pllun.u uf Murllyn Mon-
oe's mind and Elvis Pres-
ey's whereabouts,
And Minority Leader Ro-
rt Dole's eruption agalnst
srael following pro-Iranian
errorists’ boasts that they
urdered Li Col. Willlam

Higglina in response to Is-+

‘tacl's arrest of one of thelr

eaders was as nonscnaical
anything =sald hitherto
fﬂu year about Marilyn
onroe's mind.
These vile creatures have
n stockplling hostages
r years, These are rene-
¢ murderers, complete-
beyond the province of
gical discourse,
rma and any simulacrum

Dl A

Jegal

of d&wtc;r.

It did not take the arrest
of Shelk Abdul Kartm Obeig
by an lsraell commando
unit to provoke them. Any
muv:d t;ly any other mﬂgg
an e ht have ted.
thelr niﬂ:tll‘g to mlnﬁ

Moreover, their hate is not
owing to roving UN peace-
keepl.ng forces or American

Lmllcy or the exist-
Btate of Isracl

“Without the Usitod Na-

BY R.«EMMETT;TLYRRELL’]R Lo

 the

tent on economic develop-

....'.L';i:.'n.":

characterized the aresa for
centurles,

The wars of Byria, Iran,
and Iraq make It clear that
the Middle East does not
need Israel as a casus belli,

Would Lebanon be the
Bwitzerland of the Levant in
abaence of Israel?
Would 8yria, Iran and Iraq
all be budding Talwans in-

ment without
around?
History and culture maka i

Israel

the enrages of the Middle
'East what they are ., . . not

Israel. The bellicons writ-
Ings of ancient holy men,
cenhuies of war and clan
ﬂvﬂﬂn,thﬁmlonunwl
of the Ottoman Empiro — |

" pll conspire to make the re-

, Klon seethe with rage, &nar- |
: - i

e

e \u&é TNV nw
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chy and terrorism.

The Israelis are about the
only people who know how
to deal with enrages, else
lerael would have been ex-
tinguished long ago.

Tho key $0 leraeli puccess
‘is that Isracl has a policy
for dealing with )
that takes precedence over
any consideration for hos-
tages. Israel hits back hard.

Those who murdered Lt

Col. Higgins are dedicated

to creating in Lebunull an
Islamic republic on the Ira-

nian revotutionary model,
They are accused of hav-
en  DUmMErous

Ing :
attacks on Americans, in:

dud.blﬁ the 1963 suicidal
truck bombing of the US.

Marine barracks in Belrut,
the 1684 bombing of the US.

TR T s pe X Gy foch g
POl AT e

KERHEREME W=Y{IHK

Embassy annex and the
hi:inaprlng and Incarcera-
Uoih of most, perhaps all,
‘Western hostages. -

. Now Americans are glv-
ing themselves over to all
the tiresome rodomontade

‘about murdering innocent
‘| hostages, but by fastening
|our attentions on hostages
“| we are lke mice fetched by
‘the cheese, . -

Better it would be to fas-
ten our attention on the trap
(st holds the cheeoe and on
those who set the trap.

' The trap is paid for and

' the trappers are by
Iran, Those who murdered
Higgins are statesupporied
terrorists * and  America

' needs a pollcy for dealing
with state- terror,

' . The peaceful aftermath of

- gests what

14uH1 44

our bombing of Libya BUg-

that ~ policy
should be. When we had evl-
dence that Libya supported
violence agalnst Amerlcans
we bombed Libya.

A bombing strike agalnst
Iran need not be an assault
agalnst populations.

Iran derives some §11 bils

lion in oll revenue annually,
Then it directs and bank-

‘rolls terror against Amerl:

CAnH.

Qur government already
has adopted plans for bomb-

“Ing Iran's maln petroleum:

proceesing and shipping fa-
cllity, Kharg Ieland. It Is
time to execute those plans,
A less prosperous Iran will
have other things on its
mind than terror against
America — for Instance, the

‘Iraal army along its west-
gﬁmﬂuy -'!
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‘OF GEORGE BUSH?

i it

' BY ANDREW STEIN

N 1888 George Bush wrﬁed himself in
the mantle of Ronald Reagan's -

dency and campalgned for the te

House against the ghost of Jimmy Carter.
But spineless “Carterism” Is the way

Bush, the candldate, might 'well have
¢haracterized now-Presldent Bush's re-

nse both to the brutal murder of L. Col.
Yilllam R. Higgins and to the gacller cap-
ture by Isracll commpndog of Ghelk Qbeld,
& leader of the Hezbollah terrorist E:nup
' Corter'o inept of Lhe hos-
tage crisls might be explained by his rela-
tive Inexperlence, Ldke other world leaders,
and eyen many Middle East experts, he
was surprised and caught off guard by the
full fury of Khomelniite barbarism.
-There s no such excuse for Presldent
Bush's {lloglcal and insidious criticlsm of
the Israell operation, or the morally obtuse

parallel he drgy batween thot. operation.s  minicden. Dolesssnarks were myﬂwgnt'-

e Py | e Tt B St TS Wl Wy S e T B e e r—— — o i, Bt o s el
hE F - ] r

fhmgs ool

and the selzure of American
tarrorists,

When Bush said that the Israell capture of
& notorious terrorist commander was &
'kidna.p?lng" and that it “doesn't help the
cause o ' the words were music to
the terrorists’ ears.

This was Carterite in its purest

~ form, It emboldened the Hezbollah fanatics,

strengthening their belief that hostage-tak-
ing and other furmn of terroriam may drive
& wedge between the U.8. and Israel.

Bush's remarks then led others, including
Ben. Robert Dole (R-Kan.), to imply — In-
credibly — that Israel even deserves some
of the blame for the execution of Col Hig-
gins, desplte the fact that there are reasons

to beliove Higgins was killed months ago,
In any event, no matter the date of Higgins'

sy

SR
-+

huata.gaa_ by .

o LT LT 2 T
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the murderers wanted to hear from Amerl-
can officiala.

Yet it would be just as plausible {o argue
‘that it was the president’s premature critl-
clam of Israel that encouraged the terror-
ists to commit murder by leading them to
think Isracl would bé blamead for the dsed.

One thing is certain: the of
moral equlvalence utllized by thei ad-
ministration In discusaing the current
crisis will only encourage the terrorists, In
calling on “all parties who hold hostages In
the Middle Kast to release them forthwith
as a humanitarian gesture,” the president

laces an American ally and America-hat-
].Jng terrorists in the same moral category.

Quite a boost-for the thugs of Hezbollah,

" To suggest, moreover, that both Israel
and the terrorists hold “hostages” I
- smorally perverse. The @gﬂcmq in Leba-

Nt

e VR S P Sk LS YR e

]

KESHER®NEW-YORK 1483144

pon are indecd hostages: They were Inno-
cent non-combatanta,

Sheik Obeld, on the other hand, is the
leader of a terrorist organization waging a |
murderous war agalnst the state of lsrael.
He has been linked with the slaughter of the
American Marines in Lebanon and with the
bombing of the U.8. embassy in Belrut,

This Is more than & question of somantles.
When the Bush administration blurs such
elementary moral and political distinctions,
It suggests — ominously — that Washington
iz unable to differentiate between its friends
and enemies in the Mideast.

The scapegoating of Israel indicates that
the preaident may nnt have asaimilated the
lessons of the first hostage crisis, Let's just
hope this doesn't mean that America s
back on the unhappy road toward appease-
ment of international terrorism, -

Andrew Btein is president of the New
York City Uoumri! '
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Bush’s Hands
Are Also Tied
By Terrorists

at the U.S. Embassy in Tehran, the

W presidency of Jimmy Carter went into

a decline. He called off the election campaign of
1980, stayed in the Rose Garden, prayed and
publicly brooded,

Ronald Reagan adopted a stern public stance
and vowed never to negotiate. But just seven
years almost to the day of the traumatic hostage
seizure, Reagan was ex-
posad for having nat sily
negotiated with Iran, but
for having attempted to
buy our people back with
Weapons,

The families of the hos-
tages have been at the
White Houee gates, cry-
ing that the country has
forgotten the captives. .
But if too much is made of the hostages, the
maniacs who hold them will be even more con.
vinced of their worth and will be reluctant to
hand them back. Carpet bomb the spiritual or
actual homeland of the perpetrators? Would
Americans tolerate hundreds, maybe thousands,
of deaths to ransom eight lives?

President Bush is reviewing the excruciating

texts of these crises, finding out, like his prede-
cessors, how little the leader of the world’s great-
. est country can do, In the long haul the only b
may be to insist on peace in the Middle East and
hnﬁng ft.hf whole area into some kind of stability.

HEN 57 Americans were taken hostage |

Bush has eapiessed outrage at the sickening
cruelty of the alleged execution of Lt, Col. Wil-
liam Higgins, and made it clear that he shares .

' the country’s rage and revulsion at the sight of
Higgins, a Marine colonel serving the United
Nationa as a troop supervisor, twisting ulowly,
slowly on the gallows,

| Hisrole model may be the colonel’s wife, Robin

| Higgins, herselfa Marine officer, whois conduct-

| ingherself with dignity, She lets it be known that

| ghe wishes to have the facts about her husband's
death — if he is indeed dead. She would like to

know what happened to him, how and when.
The when has assumed enormous political sig-

- nificance. The lsraelis, who precipitated the cri-

- sis by kidnapping a Shiite Muslim cleric who
richly deserved it, say the enlomel has heen dead

| forayear. Tomany Americans, notably Sen. Bob
Dole, R-Ken., the Israelis did one of their flashy

. commando raids with no regard for the fate of

- Higgins, :

Dole said bitterly on the Senate floor that it ;
| would be “refreshing” if Israel would let us know .
1 when she was going to pull off something that
' would endanger our people.
'~ Thigis a crisis within the crisis. None but Dole
dares criticize Israel for its wretched timing.
| Iran, which owns the terrorist group Hezbollah,
| has a new government, and ita leader, Ali Akbar
Rafsanjani, has indicated a desire to rejoin the
‘company of civilized nationa. ;
" The radioactivily of the issue is appreciated on
i Capitol Hill, On Tuesday, the subjecl of Oliver

North's pension haunted the debate on the de-
fenge bill for six hours, Sei. Steve Byinms, R-
Idaho, thought the Government Accounting Of-
fice decision to deprive that recently convicted
felon of his military pension should be struck |
down by the Senate. North is, of course, a most
! stunning example of what happens to those who i
 think you can do business with hostage-takers. :

-
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HE WHITE HOUSE/WASHINGTON, DC/REGULAR ?RIEFING
gHIEFEﬁa MARL IN FTTZHATER?THUPEDAY, ALIGLIST 3, 1989

Could I get the floor on the EMiddle EastF?
Last night,senior administration officials were expressing a
fair amount of at least guarded optimiem that ElranF and ESyriaF
have intervened successfully to put aff the
Cicippic death threat this morning. It seems to have been
extended for at least several hours. 8 the administration now
fE:;ing that the immediate situation has eased suhstantially or
fat

MR. FITZWATER; I think our conclusion would be that
the situation ig ~- ls about the same. [t's vary difficult teo
8xpress very much optimism when we still have one hostage whose
life is under threat and others who are in captivity with noe
immediate prospect for releass.

We have been pursuing a diplomatic course that has brought a
lot of pressure to bear on a lot of different People. Clearly,
the winds are swirling in the region in terms of trying to sees

=H¢ﬂi'
their release and trying to influence the Hezbollah and other
who might heold these prisoners. But I would be very raeluctant to
express any specific optimism at this point.

&) You mean we have not moved at all? And in these
four hours, nothing is going to be done to try to save this
man's 1life?

MR. FITZWATER: There is immeasurable activity that
has been underway for several days, that remains underway at this
time, and will continue to be. We work through every possible
channel available to us to secure the release of the hostages.

a What kind of —= with the ships moving in, what
kind of military threat should the captors feel they face if they
kill Cicippin?

MR. FITZWATER: I think the best description is thdl

one the President gave yesterday of prudent ‘planning. I woul
stick with my guidance to you yesterday not to read too much
significance into it, But it is prudent te be prepared, and we
maintain that posture.

a A follow-up. 1Is there -- do you have a specific
warning to the captors about —— jif anything happens to the
hostages?

MR. FITZWATER: No ——= na.

. 12 -BB-EBE1
20 EEBBBF 1 L o8




EB

(]
Lid

Wy oy
] What level of personal contacts does the '§G|
Fresident maintain with the families of the hostages? :

MR. FITIWATER: The families of the hostages have had
personal and continuous contact with the EState DepartmentF.
State has tried to keep them informed.

1"ve seen press reports from many of them that they have
talked to the State Department to receive the best information
weé have available at the time, Exactly how many calls they've
received, how often, I don't know, although the interviews 1've
sean on CNN  with members of the family would suggest that most

of them have had fairly continuous contact with the B8State
Department.

Q But not the Fresident himself? He has not had
personal contact?

ME. FITZWATER: No.

Q What’s your reaction .to the videotape making
Cicippio read this statement?

MR. FITZWATER: Hell, the -- we have seen the tape,
cbviouuly, as eaveryone has. The -— there doesn’t seem to he a

lot of doubt about that, although the messag

of courams we don't kne b iti
e h;d el w what the condition

and how he said it, and that sort of thing. So we don’t
have any conclusions along that line.

e and what he says,
S were in terms of

Q Did you know that he was alive prior to release
of that videotape?

MR. FITZWATER: Our position sn —-- aur knowl edge has
not changed. We have not received information on any of the
hostages as to whether they were dead or alive,

Q 8o at least now you know he's alive.

MR. FITZWATER We've assumed everyone 1is alive until
we know otherwise, )

Q The US believes that he was reading somebody
else’'s statement? Is that what the conclusion is?

MR. FITZWATER: No. We don't have a conclusion,

Q Yesterday you said that we're getting more and
better information all the time, and then the President, a little
bit later said that he's having ogreat difficulty getting
information. Can you reconcile those two statementa?

MR. FITZWATER: Yeah, the same way I did yesterday.

We're getting more and better information all the time, but we
never have enough.

EEBEAY ] glile E8-88-6861
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N} Just to clear this up, though, Marlin, no final
decisiaon has been made to strike m;litar:iy if Cicippio is
killed. Is that correct?

MR, FITZWATER: That's correct.

(] If could back to my earlier question, We were
told last night that, quote, "Syria has promicsed”, end guote,
that as far as they're concerned there will be no  further
executions. Can you comment one way or the other on that? Has
the US receivaed any such

MR. FITZWATER: I don't know who told you that, but
Ird

queafian those sources pretty carefully. I'm not aware of
anything like that.

w] Hased on the report, the ECIAF saying it's
probable that Higgins was killed before Monday, and then EShamirf
saying that he had given hard evidence to the United States that
Higgins was killed at least six months Ao, Can You say now more
about the evidence that Colonel Higgins was, in fact, killed
before Monday than you have up till new?

MR. FITZWATER: There isn't a lot more I can say, The
~— Israel

has been f{airly upen about their belief in that situationg
a4 number of stories out there yesterday and today. Our own
analysis is that we really cannot make a positive conclusion.
Clearly there is a lot of evidence in that direction, but our
analysts still are not willing to say positively that they know
exactly when or how he might have been killed.

John?

Q How would you describe the role of the Syrian
foreign minister? Would you describe it as helpful at this
paint, or too early to tell?

M. FITZWATER: I don't believe we can —— well, first
of all, I don't know that we'd want to, but we would nat want to
characterize the actions of any country or individual in this,
except to say that we have undertaken any number of efforts to
consult with them, certainly all the countries in the Middle
East. Our final measure is whether or not the hostages are
released, And we think it's counterproductive to talk about
who's being helpful andwho's not in the interim process. We have
called for the release of all hostages, for their safekeeping in
the interim, and that's the standard by which we judge everyone’s
contributions.

Q Why do you think the ave him four m
PRI ¥ g u ore hours?

will the President do during that time? Is he making more
phone

callg?

1
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_ MR. FITZWATER: We, of course, cannot have any
definitive knowledge as to why they extended the deadline. L
hope it’s because they have been swayed by world opinion and
pressure from others that this 1s not appropriate behavior., In

one way, 1t's simply a testament to the cruelty of the situation
that you keep having these deadlines extended. There shouldn’t
bhe any deadlines at all. And to put the families through a
two-day deadline and a one-day deadline, a four-day deadline, is
a fairly cruel situation.Su we continue to call for the release
of the hostages, and that's our bottom line. .

(&) I= the Fresident making calls?

MR, TITZWATCR: The President continues to call
various people, as he did vesterday,

(8] Marlin, 1f I'm not mistaken, waan't Cicippio one
of the pecple Whae remained in Lebanon after the United States
government had warned all United States citizens to get out? And
that being the case, how much claim does such a person have on
the diplomatic resources of the United States i1if he falls into
trouble after ignoering his government’s warnings?

MR. FITZIWATCR: Well, we have continually warned
people not to wbe in Lebanon. We have continually warned them of

the danger of kidnapping and other kinds of violence in that
country. And we have repeatedly asked over the years that people
not be there. You're quite right that some have chosen to
remain anyway. Mr. Cicippioc, 1 believe, is one of those. On
the other hand, every American citizen deserves the response and
attention of his government. In this case, we have eight

hostages there now. We have a considerable history of hostage
problems in the area. And [ don't ¢think that is an issue on

which we would Jjudge our actions in this case or at this time.
Bill?
Q Marlin, the UN Undersecretary General is in
Lebanon
todav. He was on American television programs this

marning. And

among the pecple who's talking to, he's still finding some
who are

suggesting to him that they think that Colonel Higgins is
still

aliva. What's the state of play on that as far as the
White Hause

is concerned?

MR. FITZWATER: Well, the -- you can find spesculation
on various points on that., Fuor example, the Israelis have put
out some information that Obeid has indicated that he said he was
alive. But no one —— we don't know, as a bhottom-line kind of
thing. We don't have a body. We have asked various sources to
help in recovering his body., That's what the Undersecretary is
there to do. He is meeting, I understand, with Fadlallah,

END
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and we'll have to wait and see what the cutcome of that is,
But despite the film, and despite any number of conclusiéns,
thaere can be no absolute conclusion on that until we see his
bady .
c On what basis are you proceeding? Is 1t just on
that, or are you going ahead on the basis of assuming that he's
dead and hoping that somathing different will --

MR. FITIWATER: Well, we have said that there appears
to be a wvery high probability of his death, but we know far less
about the circumstances surrounding it.

a Marlin, what's the government view currently of
an Iaraeli swap? Would we be plessed if it took place,
vreluctantly acquiescent, or how would you characterize it?

MR. FITIWATER: Dur position 1s that we do not
negotiate with hostage—-takers. We do not trade or make deals
with the kidnappers.We have made that position known publicly
many times, and that is our position with regard to anybody who
asks or wants to knuw.

) G No, but the question [ was asking was what our
view of an lIsraeli swap would be. .
MR. FITZWATER: The answer is the same.
Q Well, how do you then respond to the story this
marning saying that Baker winked at the whole idea?
MR. FITZWATEFR: I'd say it’s not true. We've stated
our  position, Secretary Baker told them his policy statement. I

know exactly what Secretary Baker said on the airplane, and what
he said was that our policy is very clear that we don’t negotiate
with hostage takers,

o] Did we say that we would not coppose —-—

MR. FITZIWATER: We said they’re a savereign nation, we
don't tell them what to do. But our policy is vary clear.

a Did we say that we would not object i1 they did
engage in a swap?

MR. FITIWATER: They said we don’t tell them one way
ar  ancther. We simply tell them what our policy is  and how we

Ihey’re a sovereign country, they have a different policy
on terrorism than we do, they do trade for hostages, we don’t.
Thay do negotiate with terrorists, we don't. And so, We don't
tell them what to do, but we let them know what we think is best

and how we do it, and that's what we did.

@ If the Israelis took that as an implicit
approval to go ahead with negotiations, would that be a logical

conclusion from what Baker had said in your view?

ME. FITIZIWATER: Well, that was not our purpose.

EE@BBF1 12i12 EEB-BB-EEE1
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G You said that an awful lot of pressure has been

applied in this case. Given the fact that the people who
we helieve are invelved don't seem to respond very much to publie
opinion, are you suggesting that something has been done beyond a
bunch of phone calls and messages saying, "We disapprove of it,"
or "we think this is awful, you know, you ought to stop it," and
that wsort of thing., Are you trying to imply that womething on
that has bewn done?

MR. FIT7WATER: Well, of course, of courea.

8 Well, that would almost suggyest the implication
of some military action =—

MR. FITZWATER: Oh, no, no, no. There's a whole range
of hundreds of different things between there and there. There
are diplomatic overtures and discussions that are held on
pressure points, and peocple that are talked to and argued with,
and so0 forthj] a wide range of activities that we Wwould never
cromment no that take place well in between the range that you
described.

] Can 1 ask you about those frozen funds that
lawyers are always talking about at The Hague? The ElraniansF

and the Americans meet almost every day. Is that something th.’

is simply not negotiable at this time, or there’'s no new impetu
behind that because of this situation? When you talk of the
various talks that are going on, is that something that you
would consider outside the realm, because that would loock like
bargaining for hostagec?

MF. FITIWATER: That's right, it's not negotiable.
The two are not tied., We don't —-- we will not tie the Iranian
assets to the hostage release in any way.

Karen?

Q Back on the question of Israeli policy versus

ours, do you have any information to support the theory that
Israel did interpret Secretary Baker's comment to mean that we
would raise ne objection to their following their own policy on
trading, negotiating, et cetera, for hostages?

MR. FITIWATER: I don't have any information fr
them, ‘
o] Marlin, we've said that we don't know exactly where
to hit or how to hit. By the Israelis’ evidence, Obelid has
confessed to being involved in the Higgins kidnapping. He's --=
how would the United States feel about his -~ if he were punished

with death or executed for that involvement?

MR. FITZWATER: MWell, we won't speculate on that., As
a legal matter, of course, that would have +to be reviewed.
There's no warrant for his arrest, ne charges at this time. But
that would have to be reviewed as & legal matter and pursued
through normal legal channels.

EEBBBF1 g2:12 EQ-BB-EBE]
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o Is the US doing that, reviewing it with an eye
toward possibly asking for his extradition?

MF. FITIWATER: The EJUHt:CE.DEFirtMIntF, I am told,
is looking into the case. But where they are, I don't really

kriow.

Q Marlin, Senator Moynihan yesterday said that
Israel, under the Geneva Convention on Human FRights, had a
rperfect right to seize Obeid, and also the us, under thft same
convention, signed hy 8yria, Lebanon and Iran, has a right to
take certain actions, 1like going to the UN Security Council.

Why haven't we done that?

M. FITZWATER: We —- why haven't we done what?

G Gone to the Security Council and said, "These
states are vioclating UN convention -- the Genava Convention,
which bars haﬁtage*taking and executions," And under that

convention, according to Senator Moynihan, local commanders are

responsible for what happens under their control.

ME. FITZWATER: 1I'd have to refar you to State on the
UN situation. I don't know. HWe've had sgo many overtures to the
UN, I'm just net familiar with the history about what we’ve deone

and what we haven't done. We may have, for all I know.

@ Do you  disagree with Senator Moynihan that

Israel had a right to seize Sheik Obeid under international -—-

MR. FITIWATER: I don’t have 8nough knowl edge to make

any comment,

e What @xactly is the Department of Justice

looking inte in regard to the Obeid matter-

MR. FITIWATER: I don't know, I'd refer you to

Juatice,

ME. FITZWATER: John? I'11 come back, Leslay,

o In the past, whenaver the Fresident has beean
asked about Obeid, he hag said that all people in the region

held against their will should be rieleassd,
MR. FITZWATER: Right.

We are given to understand that he means lerag]

should release Obeid. We also would not want to see Israel trade
- YOU  say publicly that we would not want to see JIsrael trade

Obeid for the hostages,
@ I'm not sure he said that.
(#] Did you ‘an that, Marlin?
MR. FITZWATER: 1 didn’t say a thing in either case.

cone’

No. You're Wrong on two counts, Do you want to try for a third

8z

Iy
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g What's wrong on the first cne’

MR. FITIWATER: We have said that we would like to see
all hostages released; and we have stated our policy.

@ If the United States policy has been that we do
not negotiate with terrorists or hostage-takers, what can you
peint to in the past 10 years that shows that that policy works?

ME. FITZWATER: The very strong belief —-— firat
of all, the policy is based on the strong belief that if wyou
negotiate with hostage-takers that you only invite them to take
more hostages, and others to take hostages, and you create a
Eyzlﬂbﬂf never-ending kidnapping that the country cannot stand by
and abide.

How do you prove that negative? How do  you prove
kidnappings that didn't happen”? I don't know. But we still
believe it and we have had every expert possible look at it. We
== the policy has been confirmed by the best thinkers that we can
come up with, by most pecple who take a look at it. And it's
true, other countries don’t have the same conclusion, but their
situations are different.

Arnd I don't knew  how you prove a negative, but
nevertheless, we

firmly believe in it. :

Now 1 would say that the Iran-contra situation certainly
shows one ' ;

" of the major flaws in dealing with hostage-takers. And if

you

like a long interview with Ollie North and others, you
could ——

! But you got people out under it.
MR. FITIWATER: Yes?
Q Do we deal with —--

MR. FITZWATER: Wait a minute. Did Helen Thomas here
put herself in the league with DOllie North? (Background talk.)
I want to get this on the record —- tlaughteri. Do you approve
of [thel Iran-contra situation now? Are we turning this around?

n] You traded -- you traded -- you traded for
Jacobsen, '

MR. FITIWATER: I never thought I'd live long enough
to stand at this podium and see it.

(] You traded for Jacocbsen -——

Q Today, Rafsan jani's i
going to be swo
head of Iran. Does Qur government have a comment ﬂnrnt;:tgs :?:

we sendin
aboxit 1t?g 4 message directly, indirectly? And what do we think

EEBBEY] Er:l2 EB-BB-EBE1
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o But what 1is our comment on this, and are
me@ssages being sent, and whatever else you can tell us about it?

MR. FITZWATER: Ahh, well we rertainly are hopeful
that the elevation of Rafsanjani is a positive sign for US
relations. I don't believe we can point to any specific evidence
yet that that is the case. And again, our optimism is very
guar ded. We have not -- using once again the release of the
hostages as the bottom-1ine, we have not seen any reason to
believe it's made a difference at this point, Nevertheless, the

= we are hopeful that his presence

would spell some opening for a changed relationship with

the West,
. and feel that there must be some —=- some cracks in the —--
in  the structure that Khomeini created against the United

States. But at this point, other than hope, there is not much

evidence there to go an,

Q What about esterday!’
Rafsanjani, deploring terrorism> Y AR EEateaa fri;

MR. FITZIWATER: Well, the problem the
‘ re is th
statements on all sides, You can say that's a gaadsataszzn::n
and then you can loock at the statement of the I :

terior Minister
or whosver 1t was, who Said "Deat) ' v " -
depends on haow y@u,read L. ' gk TORLERe o 4R
John?
n} Will you give any message to Rafsanjani of

congratualtions, or is that basically {t7

MR. FITIWATER: I don’t antiripate that, no.

Q From the guidance you gave us yesterday about
not attaching significance to the ship movements, are we to

believe then that they —-

MR. FITZWATER: Well, not any significance, but --

Q Well, but are the commanders there under -- !e
.rl

captains under any instructions other than routine exercis
You said they . just went out a few hours earlier --

MR. FITZWATER: Yeah.

Q == it's strictly routine exercises?

MR. FITIZWATER: I don't know how their -- what their
specific orders are, but I think for our purposes here, in a
public sense, that's essentially correct, that they are not
under any special orders. Now that doesn’t mean -- 1 mean they
obviously are under special orders in terms of where they go and
what they do, but once again, in our context, the anawer has not

chanaged.

EEEBAY] £2:12 E@-BB-EBE1
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@ Marlin, how do you explain --
Q What about these reports that if CLFippib is
killed that there ars -- there will be a military retaliation?

Some people have said that rather flatly,

MR. FITZWATER: Right. (Acknowledging the question.)
He would not Speculate, first of all, an any military decisions
ar tactical actions, We have heen reviewing this mattery; no
final judgments te that effect have heen made. Obviously, that
will be a very grave situation, and we would be prepared to deal
with it as heat ve could, and 1 would not preclude any options
oNne way or another. But, at this point, we have not made fimal

= 18 it at least an extension af the --
(laughter in response to Mr. Fitzwater's comment) —- is it at
least an extensien of the apportunity to do something about
Cicippio’s situation? And is anything special being done in
these hours, the few there are, that have -- that hasn’t bean
done before”

MR. FITIWATER: Well, that's the -- is, of course, the

positive aspect that I referred to, that while there are so many
reasons that one can’t be very optimistic about an extension of

to

deadline 1like this, it at least does give everyone more time
talk, it gives more time for the hostage-takers to consider

their situation and has to bhe helpful in that sence,

re

[ER—
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dest-duh,terr,fnlelEB,1eb,mideait,mmn,plo,defhud,pr:,natm,armsca

nt
dest+=iran, forpolus,dod, israel
data
ME. FITIWATER: I don't really know what their
attitude it is;, although our dialogue with the EPLOF -- I would

$rgue with you that that it is not negotiation for hostages.
esT

@ Marlin, there was one TWA hijacking where we,
while maintaining we would not exchange prisconers for hostages,
Clearly smiled when Israel did that since they were our pe [
who got out.Why shouldn't the Israelis conclude that that w e
suggesting the same position right now. Our position i=s we
won't, but we'll be very happy if they do7?

MR. FITZIWATER: 1 can't speculate on their reaction,
You can ask them. Helen?

Q Cicippin spoke of "us", "we", but only in terms
©f himself, do we feel that there i= an imminent threat to any
other life?

MR. FITIWATER: Well, I think in this kind of
situation there is an increased concern for all of the hostages.
Whenever you have a situation like this, there is anziety and
uncertainty and fears on all sides and that is always a formula
for possible danger and the hostage safety 1is of paramount
importance for us and one that is

ever—-present in guiding our statements and our actions in
the Middle
East. John? .

Q You talk about no negotiating. The biggest, I
guess, negotiation of all was what Jimmy Carter did to get the
people out of Tehran., Did that set a precedent, an unfortunate
Precedant that the United States has been paying for throughout
all of the 1980s7

MR. FITZIWATER: Well, I'm pretty reluctant to place

any historical blame. There have been all kinds of difficult
spisodes here. As 1 was suggesting yesterday, the last decade
has been filled with hostage episodes that have -- some have

ended successfully some have not. All have been filled with
dread and fear and %r-pidation and there doesn't seem to be any
specific leason that one can draw from a past episode to another,

You can alsn point to the Iran-contra episcdas and all
of the incidents that were brought up earlier and draw different
conclusions from them. So, but --

a But it seems you have drawn a conclusion that
there should be no negotiations., The TWA hostages in 'B4, therw
were negotiations, intensive negotiations --

BEEBBAFr| g1:1¢g E@-BB-EBE1
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MR. FITZWATEF: Well, I refer you to the Vice

Fresident’s report on -- Task Force report on terrorism of a year
and & half, two years age, which is our moat definitive statement
and the pa{i:y that wa are following today. That study was made
after most all of these cases took place. 1t reflects the
history and the lessons learned by the hostages taken during the
Carter administration, as well as those taken during the Reagan
administration. And on the basis of all of those collectively,
it was that Task Force's conclusion that the "no negotiation”
policy is the only right one. And you're going to find all shades
of disagreement on that. I know on television wa've seen axperts
of every stripe. But I think most feel that that is a policy
that is correct for the United States, and one that has to be
maintained.

0 Did the Vice Fresident —- then-Vice President
write that while Iran-contra was going on?

ME., FITZWATER: Much of it occurred during that period

Q He knew we were negotiating when he made this
policy. I mean, how deo you know —— how do we know it's just not
lip service right now?

MR. FITZWATER: Well, I'm not -—- I can’t go back and
tell. you how it was written, but I can tell you that the
President feels very strongly about and has expressed that in any
number of mestings, and that everyone in the administration feela
that is the correct policy to follow.

@ Does the movement of the ships around the Middle
Eagt constitute a form of negotiation? We wused ¢to call it
"gunboat diplomacy” in Latin America.

(n] Say yes,

ME. FITIWATER: You can —-= (light laughter), I can't
characterize these things.

@ Marlin, two guestions. There'’s been a lot of
cryptic statements about Iran’'s degree of influence over the
hostage—-takers. Will the United States hold ElranF responsible if
anything happens te Cicippio or any of the other hostages?

MR, FITIWATER: We don't —— we don't have definitive
information on who's holding the hostages or who is

ra;pgnsibll, and therefore, we can't offer judgments at this
point.

o One other thing -- one other question., You said
that there have been no final decisions made about what would
happen to Cicippio. Have there been preliminary decisions made?

MR. FITIWATER:t There have been preliminary decisi
made of -v-rylkind. e President's made many, m.n: ﬂE:::::::
about information to be collected and people to be talked to, and

courges of action --

(] =~ how we would respond if anything

Cicippio. happens to

02
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ME. FITIWATER: Well, we won't comment on specific

decisions of that kind., But you may be assured that all of the
foundation planning has been done, and considerations of every
scenario have been taken, and we will pursue this to the best of
ur abkility. But Wwe won't comment on specific courses of
action.

@ (Dff-mike) -- responsibility, that your -- that
your statement said, "No final judgment on military options,” i
a sort of a semantic technicality that a decision has -~ a
preliminary decision or some kind of a decision, 1in principle,
has been made, and some final order has yet to be given. So —

MR. FITZWATERI Well, that's the way the --

e -— could you clarify that denial, and tell us
whether it's a denial or & "non-denial denial " (Laughter.)

MR. FITZWATER: That -=

~ Yaah!

MR. FITIWATER: - that's always a difficult issue to
discuss with the press, And we find that on a lot less
substantial issues whether it's signing a -- signing a bill or
something else -- the point at which a decision is made. Is it
the point at which the document goes .to the office and the
signature 1{is affixed? Im 1t the point at which early

discussions take place?
Q Noon! Fresident Bush has a 1ot --

ME. FITZWATER: When you review the history of the
decision-making process of President Bush, I think you’ll
see a process whereby he discusses these things with a lot of
people, makes a lot of preliminary decisions. There probably are
courses of direction that can be ascertained sarly on in the
process,

MR. FITZWATER: PFut at the same time, the rites of the
final judgment are always retained.

Q Wave the white flag!
@ In other words, he's made up his mind, but he

can still
wimp out,

MR. FITIWATER: And the decision is not made till the
decision 1is made; it’s like the fat lady that sings.

G Ia there a decision to brief this afternocon
after developments cccur in Lebancon?

ML
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ME. FITZWATER: Let me Just cover that, firet aof alls. The
Fresident is g2ing to meet with the EBahrainif Minister of Foreign
Affairs at 1115, We'l) have open Photo/writing pool at the top. j}

All right, the Fresident did mest again at 11100 thig morning,
until approximately 12115 o 12:20, with his advisors on the hostage
sltuation. He received an update from the varicus members on the SO
status of our knowledge., I would say that not Yery much has changed 17_
in an action sensa, but we are —— ya do continue to monitor the
situation in the EMiddle EastF, as well ag to assess all of the Policy CF5-
options. The -- You are aware of a variety of ship movements that \
were confirmed by the Fentagon yesterday, Many of thosge are
movements that were scheduled to take plara ANyway. Some of them,
the time frame 1s only off a little bit. But My overall guidance to
you 1s not to read a lot into those movements,

& What ars they for, then?

ME. FITZWATER; Tha -- well, asg I said, many of them were
scheduled to take Rlace anyway, Many of them relate to

the training exerciges and the planned missions that they were on te
begin with. And again, I would not attach & great deal of .
significance to them,

Fatrick?

& Well, why hurry them up?

ME. FITZWATER: Wll, one was four haurs, for example,
Q Fardon me?

ME. FITZWATER: Une was four hours, for example. If therers
any "hurry up" at all, it was essantially just we are in a peried
where we're -- of some uncertainty in the world, a period where
various activities are being assessed. It always Pays to operate

HiEH;;HE-apprnpriatﬁ amount of preparedness, But I wouldn't go
beyond that.

o Well, that would come to the question of §if voau're not
accelerating —- .

ME. FITIWATER: (Acide to staff) Can you -- can you get me my
glasses, Bill —- somebody”  Get one of the Pecple there to get them
of f my desk.

(Feturning) Yes?

o Lonsidering the situation, that would rairse the guestion
== if you're not accelerating these timetables for operations, wWhy
rot?

MR. FITZWATER: 1 think we're about where we want to be. The
ships are there. Some have left a little early, but enerally
speaking, they're in appropriate places, I couldn’t answer that
question without commenting on military cperations, which we arsn’t

repared to do.

Helan? -

a Marlin, carn we save the life of Cicippio?

» N
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ME. FITIWATER: We —— we're not aware of any change in the
conditinn or the status aof Mr. Cicippio or any of the other
hostages. We don't have information on them specifically. HWe have
heard threats about him and about Terry Waite, which we have no way
of independently confirming or having any direct knowledge of. 8o,
is far as we are concerned, there's no change in his status.

(n] Well, what's the ElsragliF ==
8] Marlin, if -——
ME. FITZWATER: Jerry”

n If Cicippio or some other hostage were killed, would the
likelihood =f military action increaser

MR, FITIWATER: I wouldn't speculate, Jerry. We take the
situation as we're faced with 1t. As you know, we have been
involved in a series of informational and assessment meetings, and
keesping abreast of the situation while conducting other kinds of
affairs as well. And we'll continue to do that.

Frank?

0] Marlin, can you provide some insight into how the
diplomatic contacts are going, whether there have been any new ones
today or new initiatives, what yvou're hearing back from the Boviets
and other Arab states in the reglon?

MR, FITZWATER: I can't give you any detalls on our
discussions. We don't discuss diplomatic responses, sxcept to say
that from the beginning we have had a very active program of
contacts with countries in the region, other countries, allies and
so forth, to discuss the situation, to bring pressure to bear, to
ask them to use whatever influence they have to discuss the g%gtug
of their knowledge, to ascertain any special information that might
be available. Those contacts obviously are continuing., It's pretty
hnr# to go into —— we don't -~ well, as I said, we wouldn't want to
go into any details, but you can be assured that the State
Department, through our diplomatic channels, is making every
overture pussible.

8] Has the President made any more calls today?

MEz, FITIWATER: Thi FPresident has made some calls, which again
we would not want to go into. But he is calling various leaders, as
appropriate, to apprise them of the status of our review, as well as
to seel any information they may have.

o Whes has ke called, Marlin? You gave us tus names

yesterday, the Fope and the ETurkishF Frime Minister. MWho has he
called today™

MR. FITZWATER: Well, I would prefer not to go into names,

simply in order to not divulge our information and -- &0 we simply
won't do that.

Chr ras?

o Did the President meet with the lsraeli Ambassador® Why
was he here?

MR. FITZWATER: He was here to have a previously schedul ed
lunch with Bubbie Kilberg of the Communications Office.

L/ M
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o Did the President (have him up 7) while he was here? zy

MR. FITYWATER: HNo, did not mest with —— at least as of five T
minutes ago =- with the Fresident or NSC Advisor or Deputy NSC
Advisor, As far as I know, he's not scheduled to.

o Marlin, what do we think the role of ElranF is at this

point? Do we hold them —— can you give us some sense of how much
responsibility we're placing on their shoulders? And any more on
the communications, indirect or divect, with Iran?

B Duestion, please.

& Ircula

ME. FITZWATER: The -- we have always believed that Iran has a
degree of 1nfluence over the Hezbollah and the situation in ElebanonF,

in Beirut. Other countries obviously have a degree of influence as
well. Syria has a sizable troop contingent there, has a more direct
presence. They actually control parts of the city and parts of the
area. So bath of those countries have a direct role. But at this .

(] There 1s sume sense that a great deal of your diplomatic
effort is aimed at getting Iran specifically to order their people
t?lback aff. And the other question is, do you know if Cicippio’s
alivae?

MR. FITZIWATER: We don't have any knowledge one way or another
of any of the hostages, in terms of their condition.

G Well, what about lran? Is that the focus -——

MR. FITZWATER: We assume -- let me back up. We assume they
areg all alive until we are able to confirm otherwise. On Iran, I
would say that our interest in this matter diplomatically extends to
a number of countries, a number of parties in the region who have an
interest. I would not give one emphasis aover another. That --
their aspect has been overplayed in some storiesj rather, that there
are any number of possibilities here for people who have influence.

Steve™ . .

] Anything new to learn from the study of the Higgins
videotape, in terms of how long he might have been dead, whether it
was him? Any new information at all?

ME. FITZWATER: We have no new conclusions to report.
Bernie?

[ Marlin, have we askad the lsraelis to release the Bheik
~= 1 mean, directly asked him to do that?

ME. FITZIWATEER: No, we have not.

o We have not asked them to release the Sheik?
MRE. FITZWATER: N, no.

David?

@ Marlin, going back to the Fresident'’s calls, if you can't
give us namea

CONTINUED
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of specific leaders or countries, can you characterize &t all, were
these leaders in the region, or was he calling EEuropeanF leaders to
ask about -- to share information and see what they may have
learned? Any characterization you can give us along those lines?

MF. FITZWATER: No, really all of the above., He's talked to
leaders from the region, from the Middle East -- w

7] Today ™ \2
ME. FITZWATER: -—- from the allies. No, over the last several

days. \03-

Yes, Maureen™

Q What e#lse is Bush going to be doing on this today? 1
mean, does he have other meetings, or making more calls?

MR. FITZWATER: No, nothing e#lse planned., I wouldn't
anticipate any more meetings or actions today. .

n] What about phone calls? Is he spending any time on this
at all for the rest of the day?

MR. FITZIWATER: I don't think 0. He has a full afternoon of
meetings. Let’'s see here., UWe have --

a Can you give us some sense of what --
A How about the --
MR. FITZWATER:1 - Flevida Governor; Illinois' candidate for

Governor environmentalist meeting) Governor BSununu. 8o at least up
through about 4:00,

o Could you give us a sense of what proportion of his time
is now being devoted to dealing with the hostage matter and the
Middle Eastern situation and what is being devoted to octher matters
now?

MR, FITZUATER: I couldn’t == 1 couldn’t give you any .
definitive numbers on it. I would say that he is having a lot of
other meetings and i1ssues to consider. This morning he had a
atatement on the Disability Act. We see a full schedule of meetings
this afternoon. He probably won't have anything on this this
afterncon. We don't have any meetings scheduled for tomorrow. So
it is not —— is not a preocccupying force certainly. I'm prepared to
== well -~ Michael?

G Yesterday you seemed to cast some doubt onm the veracity

of the threat against Licippiv, saying you had no way to measure its
authenticity, he hislory of these Hezbollah groups, with the

possible expection of Higgins and Buckley, is that deadlines for
executing hostages have been set in the past and repeatedly postponed.
How seriously are you taking this threat against Cicippio? Do you believe
it's genuine and that there is a good chance he could be executed

tomorrow?

ME. FITZIWATER: I do not accept your characterization of my
comments yesterday. We said yesterday that we take these threats
seriously, and that is the same case today. | added yesterday, and
1 repeat today, however, that we have no confirming information
about them. We have no direct information about the validity of the
threate or how they could or would be carried ocut, but that does not
mean we don’t take them seriouslwv.

[
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threat is genuine and that he would die at 11:00 tomorrow morning

(1] (0ff mike) -- gperating under the assumption that the
unlesgs something else happens? ?

M. F1TZWATER: We take the threat seriously. We continue to E;C)
monitor the situation.

Feter? \7-.
o Marlin, what is the administration's analysis of the 0
conflicting reports that —— on the one hand, there i4 a report this \ }T

morning that says that lran has gotten the message and that it's
pressuring the hostage holders to spare the lives of the Americans,
and then there's ancother story quoting sources there saying that if
any military action i1s taken, they'll all be killed.

MR. FITZWATER: 1 would say that we have conflicting reports,
just as you doj that it is very difficult to read the situation
there in terms of all the various sources that are speaking out on
these matters. And there are conflicting reports.

B Do youw think that Iran has gotten the message? Do you
have any =- any way to confirm whether Iran -—- .

MR. FITZWATER: You mean gotten the message in terms of knowing

our position and how we feel about it? Yeah, there's no doubt about
that.

Bob?
o What makes you say that?

MR. FITZIWATER: Well, there's no doubt about that, because
welve sent them messages just like we've ment other people in the
region messages. We've had diplomatic discussions. There’s no
guestion =-

(] S0 your response is they have told those people to spare
the lives?

MR, FITZWATER: 1 can't Jjudge their response, but I have no
guestion that they know how we feel,

Dby .

a] How many leaders did the Fresident spealk to today?

MR. FITZWATER: We're not willing to say, but he's spoken to
some.

(»] Marlin, are any wf the diplumetic channels being pursued
today actually new and different from the cnes pursued yesterday, or
are they follow-ons?

MR. FITZWATER: Well —— (pause) -— well, that's hard to say.
There are so many diplomatic channels that have been pursued in
terms of ambassadors making overtures and embassies in various
countries providing us information, those kinds of things, that it's
pretty hard to say what's new and what's old at this point. We're
talking te a number of pesple. I don't think wae can characterize

1t that way.
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] Has the EFPLOF indicated a willingness to help, Marlin?

ME. FITIWATER: I'm not aware of any discussions with the FLO. ;2

n} We have not been in contact directly or indirectly?

MR. FITZWATER: I gjust —— I'm not aware of any. I don't know
whather we have.

Faul?

Q Are the options —— are there — did priorities in the

coptions change at all? Is diplomacy now the leading option

to get the relesbe of the hostages? And is the military option
still on the table™

MRE. FITIWATER: Well, diplomacy has always been the leading
option, and the appropriate course to be pursued in these kinds of
cases from the very beginning. Diplomacy has always been the .'
primary force for trying to seek international action of whatever
kind. From the very beginning, we have had extensive outreach
through diplomatic channels, and those continue. The military
situation stays the same, and that is that it's always under review,
but we don't speculate on military action.

Mick?

a Marlin, given all the reports of the amount of
infarmation that the Israelis are getting from the Sheik, would yiou
say that we have better information now than we did prior to the
start of this incident on who i1s holding the hastages and where
they're being held and things of that kind?

MR, FITZWATER: MWell, again, it's pretty difficult to try to
get into degrees and gradations of good, better, best. We have good
information and we always want better information. Our knowl edge
grows by the minute. But there's always a good deal that we don't
know about the hostage situation,

Michacl? .

@ What is the President's goal right now with these
meetings and with what he's doing? He's making efforts to get the
hostages released, but that's not been a priority in this situation.
Is he just trying to keep Cicippiec and any other hostage from being
killed this week? Is he just responding to the Bheik's abduction by
the lIsraelis? What is the goal right now? UWhat is he trying to
accomplish?

MR. FITZWATER: The goal is the same as it has always been, to
ensure the safety of American hostages and their release. And we
have worked for that for some timey; we continue to work to that
geal.

a But he hasn't had meetings every day with the Secretary
of State, the Secretary of Defense et al -

MR. FITIWATER:1 We've had people working on it continually for
At lepast six, sAaven yepars.

.
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o Well, what happens next? You say thevre's no meeting on
this scheduled tomorraow even though there's a deadline for the death
of one of the hostages. When does he plan to meet again?

MR. FITZWATER: There will be updates as necessary, but nothing's
wchedul ed.

o There is no formal meeting scheduled in the near future fro
at all?
b |
MRE. FITZWATER: N,

Q Is there a time when Bush i1s expected to make some kind \03
of decision as to what he's going to do == if he's going to wait?

MR, FITZWATER: We don’t impose any artificial deadlines. We
Jjust continue to monitor the situation, to work 1t diplomatically,
to continue to pursue all the avenues that we have before us and
respond and make decisions as the time is right.

Tom? .

o Marlin, is the President disappointed at the Israelis who
have chosen not to release Sheik Dbeid?

MR. FITZWATER: Well, they're a sovereign state; we don't tell
them what to do. They're aware of our position on hostage-taking
and these kinds of situations, but we don't regiater any
characterization an their mobives one way or ancther.

John?

a Marlin, yesterday, [ believe you said there would be
these regular update meetings. [ would like to know if the decision
not to hold one, not to schedule one tomorrow, i€ because they've
decided there is nothing particular they had to say or talk about
tomorrow, or because there's a deliberate effort to lower the
prafile further.

MR. FITZWATER: No, we've had two or three. Just the feeling
wag we didn't need one tomarrow. There are continuwous flows of .
information to the President from his National Security Advisor
continuous channels of information from the State Department. Lnd

if another meeting 1s needed, why, it'll be held, but at this point
we didn't think it was necessary.

Terry?

o We're nol talking about all the pecple the President's
called. Has he called the Fraesident of ESyriaF today?

MR. FITZIWATER: Again, I don't want to say who he has and who
he hasn't called.

| - : eraign
Marlin ou have been saying that Israel's a sov
stntunlnd we danF; znll them what to do. Senator Dole yesterday,
for the second day, blasted the Igsraelis and blasted their --
tinaudibleT. Do you feel his comments are helpful, harmful or you

have no comment™

MR, FITZWATER: [ don’t have any comment on Benator Dole. He's
free to say whatever he wants —— nNo.

Yo Al




@ You dun't want to suggest that a lot of people share his ?
views -- (inaudible) --

MR. FITIWATER: Well, I said that earlier. That's probably
still the case. .

Q@ Was the White House aware that he was going to say what 1.
he was going to say -—- you know -- yesterday or the day before? \

MR. FITZWATEE: No. \03

o Marlin?

MF. FITZWATER, Beal gapy

] You put us in a very strange position of puzzlement here.
The man has a deadline on his head tomorrow and You say you're not
going to meet. Are you trying to take this crisls away from the .

White House totally? I mean, what are you really trying to de? You
act like nothing ie on the front burner and, you know, that this im
all a charade,

M. FITZWATER: Nu, we're trying to manage this situation as
well as any number of other issues. But it clearly is one of
priority importance and we're dealing with it in a methodical and
planned way. The meetings that have been held clearly indicate the
degree of involvement that the various officials in the
administration have. This is simply the best way we see to deal
with the problem. It has nothing ——

@ You said we'ra getting information every minute, more and
more information every minute. Are we getting it from the
Iasraelia?

ME. FITZWATER: From all SOUY C S,

] Marlin, you said that there's a history in the Middle
East that this group holding Cicippio -- that Iran, in fact, clearly
has influence over that particular group. To what degree does the .

US believe that they influence the group that's holding Cicippio?

MR, FITZWATER: Well I Just can't give degrees of influence or
specific groups. They have influence, but there are Various

factions, BSometimes it appears to be greater than others, sometimes
less, There's Just no way to give a gquantifying account of that.

Michael?

] Yeah, Marlin, is there plans or does the President feel
any obligation Lw report further personally Fu the American people
on the situation and on his deliberations this week?

MR, FITZWATER: Well, he is reporting to -- through me every
day this week. He's had other public meetings. But the American
puglic is getting a fairly full accounting through the news media of
events to this puint. And I'm sure there'll be more opportunity --

Q Is that a "ne," that there are no plans for him to
personally --

* N
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U.S. Senator Al D’Amato
I of New York I

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Frank Coleman (202) 224-649¢
Zenia Mucha (212) 736-3865

EENMATUR ALFONBF M. D'AMATO'S STATEMENT TO REPORTSE

OF LT, COL. WILLIAM HIGGINS MURDER

In repponee to reportes of hostage Lt, Col, Robert
Higgine brutal murder at the hands of hie captors. U.FZ.
Senator Alfonee D'Amato (F-C-NY) said;

We have tc let the terrorist groupe and these who
sponsor them know that we are going to eeek the culprits. We
want justice, and it’s not enough just to talk.

I‘'m goeing te support the President, I think he’s goling
to take some very tough action, and even if that action
results in military strikes, whatever force {s necessary,
we've got tc protect our citigens.

I don’t think that Cel. Higgine was murdered yesterday,
1 think he was murdered quite a while ago. I believe that
the Hezbollah used thie to cover up the fact that the Colonel
wag already probably brutally tortured and died and just then

used that photo.

I think it’'e important that we confirm that. I don't
think you‘re going to see the Colonel’'s body made available
to hie family, and understand that thie is supposedly a very
religious fanatical group who under ordina circumstances
would have in the past made the bodies available.

EWMD
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I venture to say that the body will not be made
avallable for a long time and if and when it is, it will be
made available in a state that it’'s impossible to make an
;:tngl? to confirm the time when on or about the time of

lt L]

I think it’s about time that we join, all of us
together, in taking on the terrorists and being more
agressive.

For the life of me, I can't see how we spend billlons
of dollars on defense and have not adequately inteagrated our
intelliqnnea-gfthnxinq operations with others, friendly
allies, including the Israelis, and even the Soviets as it
relates to undertaking the challenge against terroriem.

1'm heartened by the response of the Soviets. But now I
think it's & time for action, and I will support President
Bush in any call for action that he undertakes.

The fact of the matter is that the longer we take in not
rasponding, the greater the risk, the greater the threat to
other Americans, countless, because we enbolden, we give them
the opportunity to believe that the United States is the
vgleeping giant" who is afraid, who is impotent.

1 would urge the President's ocounselors and the
president to seek out & course of action that will bxing home
in a very forceful way to theee killers, to these thugs, to
these terrorists; that the United States will not be bullied,
and we will take very atrong measures.

SONOE
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United States senator Connte Mack made the follewing remarks
following a meeting of the Senate roreign Relatiens
ttes. un that hearing, Mack had the opportunity teo

e8sien the, Gegte Department nominee for . . on Qounter
a:::nllln, Mozris Bushy.

Hera i Mack’'s statement regaxding U.0 policy on terrerism

Iscanl’'s responeidllity in the curfent svents Lavelving Lt,
Col. Migainm,

"Israsl am a histery of strong and effective action l!lknlt
texrorism fre/s whish we could learn s zoat deal:. The man In

iszaell oustudy xight now, Bheikh Obeid, ia responsible not on
for the muxd,z of Gel, ntgginl, if it ococurred, but probably fog
:%:lifuﬂh brabing that killed 241 American Marines in Octeber

"I8Ta0l’s capture of Bhelkh Cheld L5 cempletely consistent
with actions the Imited Btates has taken {n the past and wigh
interns.eienal 1aw, whioh does net PEotect terrorists frem capture,
whether on intermational tex¥itory or not,"

"In March 1573, Ealah Halag, the numbexr two man in the PLO
and & founder of Biack Beptember, masterminded the murder of U,s,
dinlomats Clen Neal and Georce Moore. Sixteen yeass leter our
SEAGOr i1 meeting Salah Halaf as 4f he (s d plemat, net a
tarrorist, Tow do we know that the State Departmant won’t be
MOeting with the killers of Col, Higgine liﬂfllﬂ yoars fxom now?"

"I belisve that the United Btaten should have a sonslstens
lioy towards tevxoriem, Where is the corsistency in sitting @
OWR At the tAble with the very pecplie who nave sngaged ir
texrorist activities in which American diplomate were murdered?"

‘I believe this iroensietenc leaves questions in tha minds

of terrorist groups as t0 the resl aonseguences of their actions
by the ﬂlltll'ltq P “ i

"2 l:gsnlt Pres.dent Bush in his effore te gather faotual
evidence to sea) the ocounsel ef his top advisors. Congress

is united in ity |uifnrt of the Presidest’s deliberation en this
fensisive and vnl.hf & mAttay.
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Wnited States Senate
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STATEMENT ¥OR THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
SENATOR CONNIE MACK
August 1, 1989

Mr. President, I would like to comment on the tragic and
emotional issue of the possible murder of Col, William Higgins by
Hizballah terroriste in Lebanon. I share the cutrage expressed
by the President and many Members of Congress and am saddened
that once again terrorists have killed an innecent American. I,
like many Americans, am angered that too often the United States
allows terrorists to go unpunished.

I do not have any easy answers concerning what we should du.
in response to such a crime. I do have some thoughts, however,
regarding what we should not do if we are serious about
addressing terrorism.

First, while terrorists cannot always be punished, they
should at least not be rewarded. I am deeply concerned that our
policy of holding official talks with the FLO is an example of
rewarding terror. Decades of terror are the PLO's only
diplomatic credential, It ie hazd to imagine an effective anti-
terroriem policy that sanctions meetings with Salah Halaf, a PLO
terrorist directly implicated in the murder of two American
diplomats and 11 Israeli Olympic athletes,

How can we seriously Elﬁdgl to bring terrorists to justice
when we treat terrorists who murder Amer cans as diplomats?

Second, in the current situation, we must not let the
terroriste succeed in driving a wedge betwsen the United States
and our closest ally in the region, Israel.

Israel has a history of strong and effective action against
terrorism from which we could learn a great deal. The man in
Israelli custody right now, Sheikh Obeid, is responsible not only
for the murder of Col. Higgins, Lf it o¢curred, but for the truck
bombing that killed 241 American Marings in Octobar 1983.

Isxrael’'s capture of Sheikh Obeid is completely consistent
with actions the United States has taken in the past and with
internaticnal law, which does not protect terrorists from
capture, whethar on international territoxy or not.

Ae former Secretary of State George Shultz stated, "It {s
absurd to argue that international law prchibits us from
capturing terroriste in international waters or airspace, from
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attacking them on the soil of other nations, or from using force
against states that support, train, and harbor terrorists or
guerrillas. International law requires ne such result. A nation
attacked by terrorists is permitted to use force to prevent or
pre-empt future attacks, to selee terroriste or to rescue ite
citizens when no other meane are available, The law regquires
that such actlons be necessary and proportionate, but this nation
hae consistently affirmed the right of states to usa force in
;H;IGilh of tha{r right of individual or collective self-
efence."

We should not condemn our allies when they prudently
exerclise their right of self-defense, especially when they are
acting against terrorists who have murdered Americans., We
certainly should not equate the capturxe of a terrorist such as
g?nék?lﬂ:nid with the holding of hostages by his group,

aballal.

I support President Bush in his effort to discern the facts
and to seek the counsel of his top advisors, I understand the
difficulties in devising an effective response to terrorism such
as we are experiencing in Lebanon. 1If w¢ are to deter future
terrorism, however, we must restore a measure of conslstency and
steadfawtness to ocuy anti-terrorism policy.
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m, 1 thank rhiy friand
nia. Not at a}l paren-
thetically, Mr, Fresident, I commend
him for the amendment that he (s pro-
posing. 1 ask my friend from Pennsyl-
vinia, he is 8 member of the Intellis
gence Commities. I am not. I do not
wish that in responding he violate any
security or confidence.

But to establish the facts, we do not
know st the present tlme whethar or
not Colonel Hi iz alive and we do
not know Whethsr or not he wes exe.
outed as by contended by the Herbol-
lsh. Is that correat.

Mr. BPECTER. I would respond to
the distingulshed Benstor from Call-
fornia by saying tiiat all I know about
Colone! Higgins is what I resd about
bim in the newspaper and that ls, it
appears that he hais been exscuted.
However, when the exzecutlon oc-
curred, we do not know for sure.

Mr. WILBON. I would ask my friend
what I am sure will seem a rhetorical
question. It seems to me this makes a
rather compelling case for the amend-
ment that he is pressing.

The question, 1 suppose, would be:
Does he agree? Obviously, he does be-
causs ha is offering the amendment.

Lat me then ask him this question.
The Iereell Govermment has ¢onduct-
ed s rald and they have abducted
Sheik Obeid. In the New York Times
editorial to which the Benator from
Minnesota made reference, the state-
ment is made that s demoeracy, & civil-
ized natlon, is required to defend {taelf
and In fact the guots is that, (o terma
of the options avallable, “Yes, that in-
cludes military operations for both the
rescue of hostages or kidnaping aof ter.
rwut'."' +

1s {t not true, I would ask my friend
from Pennsylvanis, that Shelk Obeld
has been very clearly dentifled as the
masterming of terrorist operations, in-
cluding the abduction of Wegtern fm&
tages, including Amerioan cltizens?

Mr, BPE . I would respond to
my friend from Califnenipg by saylpg
that the information which we have
recs{ved is just that.

Mr. N. Doea my Iriend agree
with the New Tork Times, and I will
tell him that I do, that a olvilized
nation, In order o defend itsell and
tvold risking the taking of further of
its citigens a3 hostages, s fully justi-
fied in conducting the kind of oper
ation that resulted in the kidnaping of

_this terrorist chief?

EE@BAT
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with the exception of Egypt. and that
the response of Shelk Obeld s In the
context of self defense. Beyond that
where you have specifio acts of crimi-
nality, the sxtra territorial jurisdice
tion ls something that lsrael can rely
upon, Just as the United Btates relled
upon extra territorial jurisdiction in
the case of Fawar Yunis,

One of the things I think people do
not understand and it is & message [
have brought forward on & numbar of
occaslons that the Bupreme Court of
the United States In very blunt lan-
guege in Kerr versus Illinols aald it
whs appropriate in law enforcement—
this is langusge of the law enforce.
meiit in 1BB4=—to kidnap and bring to
his country and agalnst his will, Xerr
was in Peru and then another elvil Hb-
eriarian Justice Hugo Black said in
1863 that {t was appropriate to bring a
person into the jurisdiction of & State
by "foroible abduection.” )

Bo that when we ars dealing with
eriminals, they do not have to be a ter-
rorist, They can be gullty of much
lesser offenses, aa these two cases (n-
volved, Kerr being w fraud oase; that is
% hardball matter and that kidnaping
and forcible abduction is appropriste. -

When Isras] took that sction, and
many have oriticlsed Israel for taking
that action, it waa entirely conslstent
with internationsl law, with United
Btates law, with recognized principles
even for those who wers poted civil
Ubertarians, s

Mr, WILSON, I thank my {riend
and, in fact, I think he has very elo-
quently, complets with cltations, made
the point that 1» In the New York
Times editorial “without that right of
self defense olvilized nations would all .
be held hoatage by the moat brutal.” .,

Let me ask a further question of my
friend: Given the fict that some of the
criticism of Lsrael has been on the
basis thit thers was hot adequate con-
pultation with the United States about
what the Impaot of this abduction of
Bhelk Obeid might mean In terms of
Amerjfoan Interests, would he lﬂ'ﬂ.-l
that it ls also quite arguable that if we
are gedn in the United States as ensen-
tially controlling declsions of the Is
raell Government, that that would in
itself have u very, very dangerous.
sffart In tarms of prompting the Hed-
bollah and other terrorist organisa-.
tions to selsm yel more Americans Lo .
bring greater preszure upon this Gov- .
ernment in or ]; to In turn bring pres-
sure upon Israe o

Mr, S8PECTER. The dbtinguishad
Benator from California relses & ve7y ,
good guestion which I will answer in &
gouple of ways. One is that Isrsel is &
sovereign nation and has a right 10 .

Apfand liastf  a_ &
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Rty peor fob up untll now,

I‘ have faith in oy President and I
think some peply have misrcad him, 1
thistk he has the Intestina) fortizude
to do what should and must be done.
This ls one Senator who will support
whatever actlon our President chooses
to take, Including the use of military
:‘?:L‘;. ?;n:e people lll. » "Oh, deo you

a1 Bt yYou wou 1 .
other lives I:f:rlr this?" EIRS: Sy A

I would sugwest that If we do nnt
lake some real sction, riaking lives (s
actly what we are going to be doing:
nut only those who are held hostage
nua but we are g0ing to precipilate a
ai_luatmn where terrorists will bellsve
Lhiat Lhey can continue 4o act and the
United Eiates wil remain nothing
more tha # big, helpless giant,

Mr. President, before 1 conclude, let
Me say trat there ls no doubt in this
Beratar's mind that the terrorists at.
Lemiptedi t0 maak the trues cireums.
sta.foe of the murder of Colonel Hig-
#irs. We have heard from reports
t_bmd. that there s & good Hkelihood
tas the coionel waa killed some time
ago. For anyone to say: Mabye he is
alive i speaking nonsense, What pop-
pycock, The terrorists actually masked
the killing of the colonel,

They did not want to make & trade,

Fou want to trade when you give
somebody 24 hours? They could not
trade becauce Colonel Higgins in all
likelihood had aiready been mutdered,

They can disprove thils by making
dvallable the body of the eolonel. but
they haven't,

I think, Mr, President, it s about
time for us to say to the Iranian lead-
ers that we are going to hold ¥ou re-
fponsible for these acts of tarrorism,
because the evidence {s conclusive and
overwhelming {n situation after situn-
tion. We should tell them to be pre-
pared to pay the price.

W-gd ol::.lu bhal abllity. T think the

people fupport our
President (f he decides to uss foroe.

Let us understand that state-spon-
sored terrorism snd the use of these
&roups by the Iranians and other gove
arnments is nothing less than war, we
hive to be realistic and understand
Lhat sometimes the use of deadly foree
is abaclutely necessary i we are golng
10 defend our people mnd thelr legiti-
mats interssts. 1 support the distin.
giushed Benator from Penmaylvania,
Benator SrecTen, In his undertaking of
this amendment and his courage in
coming forward and placing this in the
public view for discussion. We cannot
continue to do nothing and glve fur.
ther encouragment to Iranians and
others who have used this form of
dreadiul war, And that {s what it 1s, it
is a dreadful war which terrorists are
waging on humanity,

1 ﬂqm to the Senator from Pennayl.

and thank him for his courtesy.

EEBBER]

s g svapran e Lhiirey
elght minuies Femsli.

Mr. SPREUTER. | do yield for & ques-
tion. i,

Mr. WILBON, | thank my friend
from Pennsylvania. Not at all paren-
thetically, Mr. President, I commend
him for the smendment that he s pro-
pesing, I ask my {riend from Pennsyl-
vania, he s a member of the Intelll-
gence Committee. I am not. T do not
wish that {n responding he violate any
securily or confiderce,

But to establish the facts, we do not
know at the present timte whether or
not Colonel Higging {5 alive and we do
nol know whetlier or not he wes exe-
cutad a4 s contended by the Hezbol-
lah. Is that correat.

Mr. BPECTER. I would respond to
the distingulshed Seanator from Call

L P L L
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fornia by saying that all I know lbnutwummn -ru

Colonel Higgins & what 1 read about
him in the newspapear and that is, it
appears that he has been exegutaed,
However, wheg the execution oc-
curred, we do not know for sure.

Mr. WILSON. I would agk my friend
what I am #ure will peem & rhetorical
quastion. It sedms tO Mme this makes &
rather compelling case for the amend.
ment that he is pressing,

The question, I suppose, would be:
Does he agree? Obviously, he does bes
cause he ls offering the amendment.

let me then ssk him this question.
The Israsll Government haa conduct-
ed & raid and they have abducted
8helk Obeid. In the New York Times
editorial to which the Benator from
Minnesots made reference, the state-
ment {5 made that & democracy, a olvil-
ized natlon, s required to defend itself
and in fact the quote Is that, In terms
of the options svailshle, "Yes, that In.
cludes military operations for both the
Tescue of hostages or kldnaping of ter-
rorista.”

Is it not true, I would aek my friend
from Pennsylvanis, that Bhelk Obeld
has been very clearly ldentified as the
mastermind of terrorist operations, in.
clu the abduction of Western hos-
tages, Including American cltizens?

Mr. SPECTER. | would respond to
my friend from California by saying
that the Information which we have
recelved 1s fust that,

Mr. WILBON. Does my Iriend agree
with the New York Times, and I will
tell him that I do, that a civiligad
natlon, in order to defend itself and
avold risking the taking of further of
its clilzens as hostages, 1a fully justi-
fled In eonduoting the kind of oper-
ation that resulted in the kidnaping of
l:hh!: tarrorist Ehllﬂ: oA s

r. BPECTER. wo | LAY o
friend from Callfornia that there s no
question about the proprietary of Isra-
el's conduct under {nternational law
for a number of reasons. One reason s
that Israsl continues to be in & stats of
war with the nationa in the Mideast,
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naiity, the exira termitorial jurisdie.
tion ls something that lsreel can rely
upgn. luﬂ‘ s “tmtglr?':lud Biates ralisgd
upon ex uriedictl
t.ha uufn!hﬂm '1’15.'L:'|.h|.j dl nn -
ne of the things I think peopl
not understand and {t s & ::.ll:l;:?
have brought forward on & oumber of
occasions that the Bupreme Court of
the United Biates in very blunt lan-
gusge in EKerr versus Ilinols said i
waz appropriate In law enforcement—
this s language of the law snforoe-
ment in 1886—to kidnap and bring to
his country and agalnst his will, Kerr
wsa in Peru and then another civil lb.
ertarian Justice Hugo Black sald in
v st T oo e
o the {otion of
hyﬂ:;lnri_lﬁlhle l!,‘lhduntlon." o
that when we are desling with
eriminals, they do not have Lo hnfl ter-
rorist. Thay can bes guilty of much
leassr offenises, ns these two cases in-
velved, Kerr being a fraud case; that ia
& hardball matter and that kidnaping
.nd_ forcible abduction is appropriste.
When Lirsel took thal aciion, and
many have criticiped Isrnel for taking
that action, it was entirely conalstent
with International law, with United
Btates law, with recognized principles

even for those who were noted aivil . -

m;'tr WILS ! friend
; ON. I thank
and, in feot, I think he hum:m elo-
quently, complete with citations, made
the point that (s in the New York
Times editorial “without that right of
self defense olvilized nations would all .
be held hostage by the moat brutal”
Let me ask & further question of my
friend: Given the fact that some of the
critieism of Isrsel has been on the
basls that there was pot adequate bon-
sultation with the United States about
what the fmpact of this abduction of
Bhelk Obeid might mean in terma of
American intsrests, would he .If“
that it ia also quite that if we ,
are seen in the United Btates sa sasen:
tially controlling declsions of the Is
raell Government, that that would in
itsel! MAVE & Very, very dangerous
effect in terms of prompting the Hee- .
bollah snd other terrorist organiss-
tions to ssize yet more Americans to .
S e e S S
or turn '
N;Er upon Lyreel? Rring pree
. BPFECTER. The dist
Bendtor from California mﬂwzhrmm
good question which I will answer in s
couple of ways, One s that Israe] s 8
soversign natlon and has & right to
defend itsell. As the distingulshed
Senator from Virginis polnted out, it
is surrounded 350 degress by hostille
forces on all sldes, and it has to make
}u own declsions for its own self de:
ere.
Becond, If Israel s T
Judgmenis with the tﬂt;.'lhur aﬁﬁ*ﬂ-‘-

—— e e e =1

simply makes the United Biates 4
party to the action. It makes the
United States involved. It is analogized
to the 1981 action by lsrael in taking
out the Iragl nuclear reactor where

focused wisely upon the
;ﬂ:h we {ind ourselves in th.:t;lihg

the sction was independent so that ylelding

thers was ho complicity or invelve-
ment by the United Blates.

1f 1srze! is to check every movement
with the United Btates, It goos against
its soverelgnty and It makes Lhe
United Btates, In effect, a party tc
that action.

It seems to this Benator that when
the news of Colonel Higgins' aesassina-
tion broke 3 days ago there was great
concern and there was great anguish

. all over the world, including In the
U.B. Congress, There were & numbar
of responses which were made. This
Senstor relrained from saying aly-
back to the books and
and deal with
it in s principle context with the cita-
tlons of suthority ss to what the
United Btates ought to do by way of
U npecessary, to
bring these terrorists to justice and

thing. I could go
reanalyze the situstion

arrests, abduction,
what 1srasl had done
Bome

which,
befell Colonel Higgins, Some crl

ticised
{he United Btates for not telling it
what to do. lsrael was not under any
obligation. In fact, it did the United
not communicating
that information. It was under no obli-
gation to do so. In fact, it would put

Btates & favor in

the United States in A compro

position, What happens next? Are
they to check with us on everything?

Ars ve our brother's kesper?
WSO

Mr, N. Mr, President, I thank
my iriend from Pennsylvania 1 think
his response iz & correct one. 1 do not
wiah to take more of his time. I would

there seems to be & swelling
chorus on this floor, 1 would ssacciate
mysel! with the remarks not only of
the Benator from Pennsylvania but
those that 1 heard made by the Sens-
tor {rom Ceorgia. the Benator from
Virginie, and the eloquent comman-

By

people responded eritically of
1sras] beosuse of the horrible situation
apparently, the result of which
ol

Mr. WAR ;
fromm Pennsylvania yield for the p
posss of letting the Benator {romn "
ginis concur in hiy observulions L
we shouwid not have an Informal
ordination between two soverelgn |
tions on this issue of covert action.

9
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tary from the Senator from Minneso-
ta.

It seems to me that we should not

rush to jud

ent in & situstion where

there ia, In fact, 8 justitication clted by
the Senator from Virginia for our ally
to make {48 own decisions besed upon
ita own rieeds and alao we should re-
flect, a5 has the Benator from Penun-
sylvanis, on the consequences if, In
fact, we were séen &3 denling in effect

with an sgent of the United Btates.

There & & very grave danger, in my

judgment,

that the United Btates

would be subjected 10 the kind of pres-

sure that would lead to the

taking of

vei more hosiages, 1 think, Mr. Presi-
dent, that the amendment offered by

the Banator

4% 0

from Pennaylvania is &
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ostage Swap
' By Ann Devroy

and Don Oberdorfer
Wonkanilon Pout Sinll Wrlters

The Bust administration

o it
would not “object” to the pro-
posed swap, which was pro-
vided to lsrael by Secretary of
State James A. Baker III |n a
telephone conversation from
Paris, sufgeuts a greater [.5,

5

role in Israel's offer to ex-
change the kidnapped Abdul
Karim Obeid than had previ-
usly been acknowledged by
either government,
previously unreported
discussion was interpreted by
lsraell officials as a green
light for the proposed prison.
er-hostage exchange. State
Department officials said the
dmf;y_sahm was not a U5, au-
thorization for Israel to pro-
pose the swap, though they
concéded that Baker made it
clear the administration would
not oppose the deal being pro-
by the government in
erll;asiilem.li
-2, policy, repeated yeg-
terday by E{nu B‘;!partm&nﬂt
spokesman Margaret Tut-
wiler, is “thit we make no
CONCESsIons to terrorists hold-
ing official or private Amer-
cans | hostage.” Under this
Bee POLICY, A20, Col 1

POLICY, From Al

policy the United States could not
itsell have made a swap offer such
as laraeli Defense Minister Yitzhak
Rabin announced Monday. Rabin's
announcement came shortly after
the deadline set by a militant Mos-
lem group for the killing of Lt. Col.
William R. Higgins but before news
of his death was reported.

Official sources said the U.S.-[s-
raeli deliberations on the prisoner-
hostage swap began Monday morn-
ing when U.S, Ambassador to [srael
William A. Brown met with Rabin in
what oné source described as a
tense meeting that included discus-
gion of the implications and likely
aftermath of the kidnapping of
Obeid last Friday.

The United States was not in-
formed in advance of the kidnap-
ping, both the Israeli and U.5. gov-
ernments have stated, despite its
possible impact on U.S. hostages
being held in Lebanon, President
Bush indirectly criticized it Friday,
only hours after it was reported,
saying that kidnapping is not helpful
to the cause of peace.

Rabin, in the conversation with
Brown, said the Israeli government
intended to annouce publicly that it
would ewap Obeid and all other Shi-
ite prisoners it is holding for three
Israeli prisoners held by Shiite
groups in Lebanon and all foreign
hostages being held there. He said,
however, that Israel would not
make such a proposal if the United

States criticized it, and asked what
the U.S, attitude would ba,

Brown immediately sent a mes-
sage though State Department
channels relaying Rabin's question,
The Rabin query was sent on to
Baker, who was winding up a three-
day visit to Paris to participate in an
international conference on Cam-
hodia,

TS Tl
. oo iy . fio I8 ARk A
T-3 o (%

il s
4 i !
.‘"-"H.m

1483833

oy

After some discussion with oth-
ers, according to State Department
sources, Baker telephoned Brown
with the U.S, response. As recited
by these gources yesterday, Baker
said, "Our policy is we do not nego-
tiate with terrorists, lsrael has a
differsnt policy, As a result of these
various policles, the U5, govern-
ment can neither concer in, nor ob-
ject to, such an Israeli proposal. We
cannat authorize any action on our

behalf."
The statement from Baker that

Washington would not object to
such a swap proposal by [srael,
even though it ie in conflict with
U.S. policy, evidently was enough
for Rabin to move ahead. In mid-af-
ternoon Monday, Rabin announced
the proposed prisoner-hostage ex-
change. -
Late Monday night, after receiv-
ing the news and viewing video-
tapes of Higgine's death, Bush is-
sued a statement calling on “all par-
ties, who hold hostages in the Mid-
dle East to release forthwith,
as a humanitarfan gesture.” lsraeli
officials said this was in line with
the swap offer Rabin had made ear-

lier in the day,

e p L
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LARKIN SMITH : WABHINGTON GFFICT,
§TH PATRIOT, Mg DR g% 1 e EMI;;::I::Q:::T:mLmW
GOVERNMENT OFERATIONS |
DISTRICT QRFIEER '

ARG Wi
81 GOVERNMENT PLAZA
SUBCOMMITTEE ON MUMAN AESOURCES T sume 24 |

AND INTRRAOOVERNMINTAL RELATIONS QULFFORT. ME 801
JUDIGCIARY COMMITTEE B01: §EA-TETD

sy Congress of the Wnited States rou s 11

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW T MAIN BTREYT

et e House of Representatives Rk
CONTREEEIONAL TRAVEL & Wilhiﬂﬂtnn E E l'l.'lﬂ ’ mmrcmf
TOURISM CAUCUS _ 5 oAy, GHORDH. AL
STEERING COMMITTER m.m K. BN GREINE.
August 3, 1989 . mqhmgm::h

The lonorable George Bush

Tha White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N, W. .
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Presidant:

We are all saddened and outraged by the murder of Marine |
Corps Lt. Col. William Higgins by Shiite Moslem terrorists in
Lebanon. That a member of the United Nation’s peacekeeping
contingent would be kidnapped and murdered by the Hizbollah
reflects the depravity of the Hizbollah, in which Sheik Obaid was
a commander.

Contrary to some of the signale being sent from Washingtonm,
the murdar-of Tt. Col, Higgihs waé not the resuit of imprope
action by Iarael, Rather thig Wurder was E“EEﬁtEnﬂiﬁiﬂﬁ'gg {ha
Uficonscicnabla terrorist act that began with his kidnapping. It
was an irrational act that no reasonabla mind can say was
an appropriate response to the arrest of a notorious terrorist.

Az a commander in the Hizbollah, Sheik ocbaid was responsible .
for all Hizbellah terrorist operations in South Lebanon. Sheik
Obaid actively participated in the kidnapping of Lt. Col.
Higgins, and in fact provided his home for use in the kidnapping.

The Hirbollah was responsible for the 1983 bombing of the
American Embassy in Beirut in which 61 people were xilled and the
1983 bombing of the marine barracks in Beirut in which 239
marines wera killed.

e The Omnibue Diplomatic Becurity and Antiterrorism Act of
1986, enacted by the United States Congreas, grants authority to
the United S5tates to apprehend for trial anyone who commita an
act of tarrorism against an American citizen anywhere in the
world. BSheilk Obeid certainly falls into that category.
Therefore, we request that the United States ask Israel to
extradite Sheik Obeid from Israsl to the United States at an
appropriate time for the purpose of triminal prosecution,
reserving the flaxibility for a prisconer exchange, 1f that option
becomes viable,
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PREBIDENT BILBH AND MUHAMMAD BIN MUBAKAK AL KHALIFA, MINMNLIBTER OF 4

FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF BAHFAIN/ANSWER QUEESTIONS IN THE oval DFFICE

THE WHITE HOUSE, WARBHINGTON, DC/WEDNEEBDAY, AUGUST 2, 1989

1=3-1-E paget i
duntmnwh.muh.nctvmu,mmu,miduunt,pnuumne.tﬂrr.un.das,nﬁq.uh,iﬁraﬂl
dest+=forpalus, lab, bahr
data

@ (I progress) -- Mr, President, are you trying to seek
justice in the hoswtage crisis® Do you think that thore's ~-

FRESIDENT BUSH: We've already startwd -
@ ~~ any other hostage that is in danger?

PREBIDENT BUBHI Well, we arme considering that that might wall
ba the case, given statements that we’ve seen. And yes, indead, I
- my old friand, we have started to discuues it, and I'm net going
toa put werds in his meuth, but he wupressed his concern. VYou're
frea to say something if you want to. It's your == youlre our
guest. '

MINISTER MUHAMMED: HMr. President, I would like to sxprass our
condemnation for such terrerist actw, which we think is not aimed
sakinmt United States, but asgainst all humans everywhere., This man,
Colonel Higgins, is an internaticnal figure) he represunts thn
United Naticons. He is an Amsrican citizen, but he is a world
citizens And the attack on him iz rmally 4gainst us all, and we
think worldwide —— not snly condemnation, but action should be taken
ke stop such acts.

i What action ar@ you going to take, Mr. Fresident? Are
you considering anything?

PREBLDENT HEﬁH: Well, you can Jjust rest assured that we are
going & “0F business in a -= 1'd say a prudent way, and not -—
with a heavy heart, ebviously, becauss af the feeling Shat the
Minister exprosasd on behal f of the whole world, but the fesling

that T ferl Juat an perzonally about what hapushed fo Colengl
Higgins.

But I would Just leave it, Helen, thal pleass sssumm we are -
we are thinking prudently about this matter in avary way possible.

We have srarcised e@ﬁfy'prlaﬁﬁgggzgﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁIrfﬁiﬁhIk:&gwﬁﬁxﬁﬁﬁgf”“*
some personal, some throudh sur becretary of Stats and our National
Becurity Advisor. WETUE been in touch, I have pereschally, WithH mahy
vid leaders, ongd our State Department has fleshed this oub, So
walre leaving no stone unturned. But regrettably, as you know #ir,
~wa're dealing with leass than a full dack when it comes Lo

information., It 16 very hard when you're dealing with thig kind of
cowardice and this kind of dastardly act to «»-

Fol

o Mr. President, do you have any ——

PRESIDENT BUBHI —-- geb all the -~ &all the information that you
nead to make a declsion. o

11 % veu #aid you've recalved assurances from many of Lhe

TR TSR T T S L e
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RESIDENT BUBH iﬂk“ﬁuunnnan BIN MUBARAK Al. KHALIFA, MINIGTER OF
OREIGBN AFFAIRE OF BAHRAIN/ANSWER QUESTIONE IN THE OvAL OFFICE
'HE WHITE HOUSE, WABHINGTON, DC/WEDNESDAY, AUGBUST 2, 1989
~-3-1{~E paged 2
other countries that you've contacted that they will bes able to
halp with the situation, 18 there anything you can tell us today
that you have some new confldence about?

_ PREGIDENT BUSHY 1 fawl that everybody 1 have talked to, and
{neluding my distinguished guast here, would do pverything they can
‘tn try to help. And yet, they face the same problens that we face
uhen 1t comes to information and trying ter find out sxactly what
happaned. We arm not dealing with all the factw, but 1 hava had
assurancd after assgurance from world leaderu that they want to help.
| I'm sure yeou know, 1 wad vary vacently on the phone with Margaret
Thatchar, and many otheys, smveral others today, and quite a few
yesterday. And so it tranacends religion) it tranascands alliances,.
1t gets in, as the Minisher gald, to a matter that concorns the
antire civilized world. And so we will keep on trying.

and in the maantime, wo've got -- got to go about our businekrs,
and I'm doing that.. I'm pot == but I don't want anyone in this
country or around the world to think that it iw anything of other
than tremendous cencern, Bub we nust prudently move on with the
buginess of our country.

(Cross talk.?

] Mr, Praesldent, would 1t help if the Israslis rel eased
Bheik Obeid?

PREGIDENT BUEBH: [ have made clear tha position of tha United
Qtates -that 1 think a reluans of everyonw held againat their will
would be a good thing.

STAFE:T Thank you. Lights.

PREBIDENT BUSH: Thanks a 1mt,

STAFF: Thank you. Just go through please.

[nl How about =-—- finaudihle) —— Mr. President® Are you
planning any kind of military actieon?

PRESIDENT BUSH: We are prudsntly planning. Like, that's all
I'm going to say about t.
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‘*IN THE ABSENCE OF ANY KNOWN CURE OR PREVENTLON

I MUST URGE DRASTIC SURGERY AS THE ONLY REASONABLE
COURSE AMD BY THAT I MEAM DETERMINED ACTION FIRMMESS
UNDER THE DURESS OF BLACKMAIL AND SWIFT AND EFFECTIVE
RETRIBUTION' .
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Q Do yo. have any :nmwnrn
propogal on changoe in the foreign g program? —

—— T T,

ME. TUTNIQERJ We have discussed this matter with the

Mingri: =ader and &xpec -]
of the CoNprEmE s tc see what can be done te give the
Fresicdent and tHE Uspartment the Tiexibility that 18 nesded
to meet their comatitutional obligaticons to conduct the

foreipgn policy of the nation.

We've been peinting out for some time that earmarking

has reached the peoint that we have very little flexibility
left to respond o the changing civcumstancem im the warld.
Thie is aimed at the system not at any :auntrr. Earmarking
destroys cur flexibility. We want to be able te conduct
foreign policy with flmxibility in order to he able te
respond tc new developments in the world.

] It m®mounds as though perhaps Sonator Dole might
have been doing this on your behalf.

M3, THTWTIFR: T wouldn’'t may that, [ have said that
wa! ve discussed it and that there Wwill be meetings with ==
upcoming meetings soon with the congressicnal lesadership,
But thet I couldn't :I_?:rl.e'l:-ri.:' it that he has dore L1t on
ouy behalf, j

] "We Scussed 1t -— tha Becretar discu d it
with Dole? Is ¢ Vhat yveulre ..E-.yinp‘? L elncunnnd

MS. TUTHILEE&__YIE.

o o *”’J!MJ*:MJM&@-.M% |

Nforeignaid to those countries that arm now getting the
most and spreading it arsund %o these new csunmtries that

need it in Eastern Europe, for example?
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M3. TUTWILER: As l tried to articul ate, thig is aimed
at the system not a¢ any specifie country, and jt'g
nomething the adminstration thimjsg i% well worth locking at
in order to give us _ the very Tlexibility that You allude tg
in light of, let’s take a for in:tancn, the Uunbelisvable
changes that have gone on in Eastern Eurepes.

@ =T YOU are not at all] necessari)y nppqiud‘tg the
- te the cutcome of what he'sg pPropesing?

MS. TUTWILER: Tha only way I want to charactarize t
for today is as I have, s that we have discussed this, the

 Becrevary has discussed it with the Minority Leader and
‘ that I have gaid there are mawtings scheduled to further
| discuss this == with the congrassional leadership,

@ The administration dfpedrs to be leoking at (¢
from anm Barmarking peint of view o=

ME. TUTWILER;: Corveet,

@ I == it gort of struck me that what the Sanator
is saying is that we are looking at a very diffarant world,
and becausze of that different world money is going to have
to be allocated in gifferent wWays in the futurwe., Is that
how the administration alsc views i{t7

MS. TUTWILER; Without specifically commenting on tha
specifice cf Benator Dole's proposal that was in the
Newspaper today, we have ®fld in this basket, or thig
Subjact, yes, we as an admimimntration ar® concerned about
Rarmarks because they do the very thing yeu have Just
mentioned. They limit an ndmintutr.tinn, 4 President'sy

flaxibility to reast Yo changes that happen in the world,
n] Margaret when (g thig meeting that you have

Echedul g with the Hill ~- Hill leadarg? -

MB. TUTWILER: There are nons == there are nene that
are scheduled right thig moment that I know of, but they'il
be soon.

Well, if you have no Rarmarks, would the
administratison b inclined aof ite own accord to
redistribute sone of the meney a 1ittle Bit? That'g »
matter of pricrity not sarmarks, I mean what is the

administration’s thinking? Is it your view that morg mnn-r
newds to go te countrias like Eastern Eurcope and a little losws to

those whoe are getting a 1ot right new? I mean that's a
priority

‘matter,

MB8. TUTWILER: The way we choose to view this ie that

we Relieve that an Ml wlration and a Fresident needs
mor e flexibility -= without getting into the Bpecifics of
your guestion of momeone gets less, somecne gets more,
Someone gets just about as much, 1 am peot geing to do that.
We very strongly feel that @armarking limits a President's
flaxibility.

Q But you need to, When you go.off te Capitol
Hill, you == in  order to gat monmy you have to tell them
what your priorities are before thay give you money. And
tha administration lists thair pricovitiss w«ll the tims,
ANd this iw a bBroadar question about pPrioritims, pot

earmarking,

e Fae P
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ME, TUTWILER: The question came at me a8 "does the
administration have a rasponse to Genator Dole's article
that's in the paper today?" I've answeresd the guestion.
I've said what the administraticon’s position is in penaral
on this. Any negpotiatiocng or dimcumsiang, ot culi.a that
fhhe Cazveter y of Olmbe will Lw dulng on benalt or the

President and the administration will be done in RY{vati,
I'm sura,

a Margaret, can I put that maybme == try it a
different Way? Is it the case that the administration
feels that (n order to regpond to the recant svents, it
needs more flaxibility in order te incrwase aid te Fastarn

European countries that are trying to throw of f shackles of
communism?

ME, TUTWILER: The administraticn needs
flexibility. That i one "for {netanca"
mentioned, which I have mentioned of Eamtern Europs. There
are other changes that geo on in the world =~ EPanamaF comes
to mind == whare the administration needs more flexibility.
As you know, Deputy Secratary of State Eaglaburger and the
Deputy Secretary of the ETrasasury DepartmentF arg currantly
working on recommendations fep fundes for Panama. That isa

ancthar "for instance" @xample of Wwhers an atdministration nesds
flexibility to find funds.

mor e
which you have

0 Can we =~ can we alse assums that the total aid
budget {s not geing to be increased in these timas of
budgetary constraints, 80 if some peeple get more, other
pecpla, logically speaking, "will have toc get less?

ME. TUTWILER: There is a certain Pie, as you all
know, and it all pgets divided. And {1 you have it alraady
earmarked, already determined where it's geing to po
without leaving an administration flexibility, cthat can

presant, in our opinion, a president and an administration
4 problem. You're constrained,

@ Margaret, would you —-

Tl T e ——

@ Margaret, despite what you wmai out  the

system, is -= ng & message epecifically to
g e PP Tl :
— T

T e

Hé.-TUTﬁELEHi I'm not sending a message to anyone, to
!nny eountry.  And tRAETEURY WE Wers VEYY specty © uay
that this was & problam, as we see it, or this is aimed at
the system, not at any one country,

\

i The new EbudgetF dus out the 29th of January --
will thosa consultations with the congressional leaders
take place bafore that date?

MS. TUTWILER: I don't know., I'll ask for you. I
don't know. All I kmow is soon.

Q Margaret, you stated --

Margarmt, dows this have anything ~- & follow~up
please? ¢ Does Ehin have anything to do with the problem of

Third Werld debt? Is it in the mindse of those whe are discussing
the problem? L

e

X X
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ME. TUTWILER; If a wituatien POPRred up in the Third

WAE == fell into the line of a changing
situatiun, Bomething you dig not lnticipatn, Bomething you
had not thought of, “{t a11 go®s undar the Catagory --"
don't how to better BXplain thig -- of flexibility baing

given to a Rresident and te an aumini:tratian, whather ({14

Third World, whether it's Panama, whether it's Easturp Europe, to
be

éble to react ang allocate ycur resources to o shanging

world.,

@ And thig Presidant Wants, with a —-

MS. TUTWILER: More flnxibility.

Q == with a limited ple, this President wants to
reallocate the pia,

MS. TUTWILER: I did not Bay that,

No? You want the fluuibility to be able te

reallocate the pie, i

ME. TUTWILER: In Principle, the Presidant wantg =
without taking thig Specific, thiwm moment in timg -~ in
Principle, hiam beliwt of flnxibility to allocate funds in a

changing werld,

Well, latrg take this moment in time since the

world s changing. 8o {t sounds tc ma like what the
President wants is the ability to radistribute the pie.
PWavar much i in thera, he wants == thig President, thisg
administration =- wants the ability to reurite the way that

those dellars S out,

MS. TUTWILER; 1 Am only answering thig 48 & general -

- as a peint of Principle, I am not BRecifically

di::u::inn this budgat, Next year'sg budget, the year aftgpy

that's budgat. I am not doing that., I wags dnkead for a
Leader floatwmd this morning or put in the NeWSpaper thig
marning, And our administration is taking the OPROrtunity
to veice cur “Ppinions {n principle, in general, an
fluxibility for thisg agdministration and  future

ndminiltrntiann.

o Hargarlt, did the Benator float this idea at the
beheat of Mr. Baker?

ME. TUTWILER: Not te my knowledge == pe,

2 Did Mr. Baker tell him to 0 ahead amg try 1t
Sut? Isn’t he the trjial balloon for the ldmlniitr-tlnn?

MS. TUTWILER: You'd have to ask the Benater. That (o
not == p haven't hearg anything along those lines, Barry,
And instead of ~- I want to take back the Word "ef)loat, v I
should not have used "float, Thig wag Hig ~-

(] (Inaudible,

ME. TUTWILER: This was his idea that he PUt out.
We'ra responding te his idaa. And 1 gaid that the

!ccrltlry has distugses thia matter ang that thers are
. Meetings planned.

% £l N
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. I know, ang while you ta1k
Principles and «l1,

Tor ywars administrati ‘bnuﬁ itbieidoge
2 ’ "irationg RMOCrati
4nd Republican, have ) argued Strenuously ang .Em.¢1:.§ Eg‘
futt;nly that fornzgn dd g Very Nacessary tosl of (
fare1gn pelicy, Congrens is - it's , VRrY amal] part of
what {g RpeEnt by thig UOvVernme; L oversesds. And us
bUg eof wur 1s with

@ reluctant ¢ e i ?111y, i
. & Cngress == cony Rcing PRople on
the Hill that foreign aic 18 an {nexpenaiy W : i
foreign pPelicy, . " MY to Bromote 3fffm

It sounds to me ag

e if this ldmini:trutiﬁn based an "
what yoy sajid today ang what Mr. Dgole Bmaigd, 1; about to ?J(;-
thlrﬁe thin?s. IIH °ther words, you're talking about 5 pie 4:3
as d piw ig a wayg finite, And vou'rg oing ¢ ;
Peter o Pay Paul, It'g -_ aran't g ¥ . e frgw
T et we T . ™ o

countries that nesagd -- ¢he fasumption wWould be that
Countries that arg recelving aig that new will 0=t lesn gig
Waren'¢ d-a-rvlnp of

the aid in the firgt Place. Wouldn'’¢
it be better te @xpand the pie and take it out ef, mayba,
Programs lilke EBDIF, Perhaps? .
M8, TUTWILER: That'g a decision far others t¢o make,
and yoyu'prg aB2uming that decisions have baen Mad@. I depn'’t
beliwve I've come cut here ang said any type of decimion
has been made,
@ No, but yeu're making -
ME. TUTWILER; I've said -=
G

M8. TUTWILER, I'm making a came for fluxibility,
Which speme eminant]y redzonable and falig in line with

what you'rs saying. This department dows belisvg that
foreign funds are Very necessary, Very important, dg
BUpport eur fareign pelicy, @t cetera, All an

& conmideration of allewi{ng,
whmther it'g this President or the next Fresident,

t nto (effmet 73 $hingw  changa. The
world changas. Leah wb Eastarn Eurcpe today, .
(] Is there an extent to whieh this is being
" floated o brought UP right now at @ time when Baker im
?Emittﬂﬂly Trustratod With the EMideagtF PRace process ang
® pace?
MS. TUTWILER: Ne,
@ Is this a coincidence?
MS. TUTWILER: Correct,
bout this
On your very firgt statemant You made a
dabats . you mid. @ rnﬁ!runcn to the eemstitutional Bide of
it. wﬁ:t doms this have to do with the Constitutien?
1 authority
« TUTWILER: A president's constitutiona
is to Hgﬁn:duct the foreign ﬁnlicy of this :aunt;y.H_Th-t i:
What wa mean by this, that a" president nesds . g. +-
slectad by the pecple for somm finxibilltya ?E.t
Wnderstand why somehow I'm not getting through ere.

t having
e talking about, is a presiden
Haribialny & make decisions, to consider, tc be able to have
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the option, to have the flexibility to look at in light of
changing sltuationg. I"ve given twe, Alan mentioned
Eastaern Eurcpe, and so did John McWathy, He've talked
about Panama. Things change during d VYear. The best

example is last yvear, .
[} This gives the impression of & confrontation,

constitutional dispute -- ’

M8, TUTWILER: No.

a —= between the Capitol Hill and the White House.

MS. TUTWILER: Between where?

] Betwesn the Congress and the presidency,

M8, TUTWILER If is womething that in heing
discussed. It is somathing they are t . ¢
knew how more fortheoming to » bl-y : TRV o5 “ R

Q Margaret =-—

@ Margaret, can you ~- can you explain to ma the
raticnalas of the Congress increasing the aid
ElsraeslF 8661 millien evar the 832 billien hza:iy?::ni?

receivaes?

ME. TUTWILER)  Neo, Maybe you can best address your

i)

Question up on the Hill, ) ,
N meeems e e L
: W] Margaret, yau cited the Presnident's
constitutional responsibilities in the formign policy area,
Tha answer that you always get on this frem the Congress
isy, Congress has the constibtubional vespammibility ¢o
aAppropriate the money and te exarcise some oversight eover
how it (s spent, and that the reascn that you have sarmarks
is that too cften the administration has tended te ignore

the will and intent of Congress in implemanting
congressicnal appropriations and legislatisn the way they have
directed it to be done. How would you respond ¢ that?

ME., TUTWILER: Ne one is sugoesting, and I dan’t
believe that I have today, that Congress should nat alas
fulfill its constitutional duties. The only suggestion
that I have made -- Senator Dole spaaks Tor himewll -- (g
that we believe as an administraticn, this President does,
to have flexibility in making thewe typws of decisions.
It's as simple as that. No one has stocd up here, or !
haven't, and said anything contradictory about the Congress and
the Congress’ authority and the Congress’ rights.

R % %
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[w == With a little flexibility perhavs. Thers is
4 report in the New York Times that che of the e
ELwbanessF governments =- the

on@ that ESyriaF backg —- is
about to sand, or maybe has already sent, a delegation here
to ask for Emilitary aid.F Thare ara '

canfusing signals
though from PBeirut whether such & move ia atoot, Are you
Frepared to consider military aid to the Byrian-backed
gevernment?

M8. TUTWILER: I'm Prepared to taell you that the
Finance Minister will vimig the UE January 17, 18, o
discuss a varioty of bilatwral jismuss. This is hism firwt

visit to the US as a Finanew Minister. Epucift:;iiy
regarding military aid

r L don't have anything for you,

. o

—m—— g ¢

LE T

Well, I don't know if that means that vou have

nathing te announce, or it's not a subject for discussion
with the Finance Minister?

M8. TUTWILER: I have teo live with the ancuer as I've
piven it, I've canfirmed thab he'sw coming, I've given you
the date. And the enly characterization I have is it's ta
discuss a variety of bilatoral {(ggues.

a But Hargirlt -

Q This == this is a fellow-up. Apart from this
visit, have you received any request for aid frem the
President Hrawi povernmant 7

M8. TUTWILER: This (s the only way I have +to
Characterire this today, i that this gentleman is visiting
And they’re going to be discumssing a variety of issues.

(] On the same Sub ject, there is a report  from
Faris that the ESaudiF Forwign Minister, Prince Ba’ud al-
Faysal, will be coming to Washingtom —- he arrived {n
Washington today == and he will be meeting with UB
Uificiale rwyarding Lebanun, Du you have anything en this?

MS. TUTWILER! I haven't meard sbout that one, il

@ Margarat, back on the Dole mattar, is ==
M8, TUTWILER: vYes~ )
== i8 the administration opposed to reducing aid
to those top five countries? Ils that where your problem
is, that you den’t want to reduce that aid?

ME. TUTWILER: I'm not going to answar that guestion.

Because Bush's proposal would have you, vou
to give
they're
it frem
to taka

Khow, would b@ such that it would allow flexibility
money elsewhere where you would likm. Where
marmarking is these top five countries hare, taking
them. Is that your ebjection, that you den’'t want
monoy away from larael and ECgyptl” and sems af the cthera?
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M8, TUTWILER: I'm not going to answer thome types of )
questions because that amsumes that certain types of
dacisions have besn made, et cetera. I have told you our 5}3
view of this. I hava said this s aimad at the system. I
have refrainad Trom CRAYASTArIZING Whathar 1t mEans give F
more aid to Country A, take money from Country E. I'm Just
net geing to do that. ;

245"

ey Margeret, the lIsramli Formign Minister -- 1 hf?
mman, the Israeli Prime Minister, Mr, Yitzhak Bhamir,
callmd for a greatsr Israml and sxpansion, and said that
the territories are for ESovietF E JewsF to be rassttled
there. Do you have any comment on that?

MS. TUTWILER: We have wmeen the press reports which

. —— e —

you refar to and are speking to clarify what he actually
said, We do not provide US Tnvnrnmlnt rescurces or funds
for settlement of new E{mmigrantsf in the Dccupied
Territories. Our current program is explicitly limited %o
lsraml and not the Uccupied lerritories. i

@ Do you have anything to tell us about the visit
by Mr. Meguid, Foreign Minister of Egypt?

M2. TUTWILER: Foreign Minister Meguid i{s here. He
will meet with Secretar Baker this afternoon. He is
predominantly here te discuss the 'IMF and Egypt, and
chviously —— to answer your guestion before you ask it ==

they will discuss the peace procass.

] Will he mast with Rabin? Will there be a three-
way meeting?

MS. TUTWILER: No. Those twe have nothing to do with

sach other, and the predominant reason that Foreign
Minister Meguid is here i® concerning the IMF and Eagypt.
@ Margaret, do yoeu know, is he carrying a list of

Palestinian names that might be pozoible partisipants in an
laraesli~EFalestinianF dialogue?

MB. TUTWILER: If he im, I don't know about it. .
a Are you aware of the new five points that both
Arafat and Mubarak drafted last Saturday, about this

dialoguae?

MB. TUTWILER: What is your quastion?

@ If you're avare of these five points, or what {®
your comment to them. o
) MS. TUTWILERT I haven’t seen the new five points and
1 haven't heard about their new five points that were
drafted this weekend.
n] If therm won't be a thres-way meeting, do you
know whathar Meguid plans te meet with Rabin? Have you
heard anything about that?
" MS., TUTWILER: I have no idea. i
i@ 8Le60P! ) 6Si1@  L1-1B-0B6I
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M8, TUTWILER: You'ld have teo ask him or ask the

Defense Minister. I don't know., The Defense Minigter: == 1

don't know whaen he gets to Washington == but his meeting E,é}?
with Becretary Baker i(sn’t till much later this week, Alan

Pl g, Q

says he's in town.
Your statement about US providas no aid for funds to 4Ci
the settlement, but how {8 that policed? ; mean, ie there
any chance that some of the aid does make its way to, say,
ERussian immigrantsF? .

mn? TUTWILER: 1 don't knnw specifically how {t'w

peliced, Connie., I Just ~- that is our policy. I'll sees
if it iw, indeed, policed. ) »

e ——

Mariddliges

Q Margaret, tc go back te Mr. EBhamir'sF statement
and what you said. When you get the full text of this
statement, what course of action is the United Btatex going

to be taking to stem such extreme statemente? The
EEgyptiansF are complaining about -~ and Mr. == Dr. Meguid

sald yesterday that Mr, Shamir cught ¢toc ceass and desiat
ill of these inflammatory atatements. What ==

ME. TUTWILER: Until, as I've prefaced my remarks

[=]gt
the Frime Minister's -- or the press reperts that we had
asan of what the Prime Minister had sald, 1 can't flaesh
thia out for you any more,

because that would be amsuming
that I have -— or the Department has thoroughly studied and

reviewed what indeed he did say. B8c I den't have a further

ol aboration for you. I roctated what our pelicy was. R
don't have a further elaboration,

@ What's on the agenda for Mr. Rabin-Baker
mesting? Do you __have a == _ a I VR

MB. TUTWILER: Bame thing I said it wae last week, to
discuss a

whole host of sub jects,

. X

END
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Terrorism’s victims

Uons, which they musi know in advance endan-
ger American lives.” The minority leader also
said that “a little more responsibility on the part
of the Israelis would be refreshing.”

hs echo the frustration

bill ponsg systems, yet discovers that
battleships and aircrafl carriers are not effective

' in the back alleys of Betrut,

Nevertheless, this [rustration does nol justify
hig conclusion, First, he has demeaned the
memory of Col. Richard Higgins, who bravely
gave his life In the cause of peace.

Second, Dole's lus all
Ry bl e R B
mrerrors e the Mideast, bul in the whole
tycle of violence and relribution, Israclis have

been terrorism’s chief victims, From the 1972

"Olympics in Munich to last month’'s attack on

civillans in a bus, Isracl has borne the brunt of,

. the assassination policies followed by terrorists

¥

tm--.

-and thelr chief sponsors, Iran and Syria.

Now, more {han ever, is the time for real
firming the alliance between the US and Israel,
not falling into the rhetorical trap set by terror-
ists. Thelr murder of Colonel Higgins — when-
ever It took place — was In par{ atmed at driving
a wedge between whal Heebollah calls “erimina]
America and the Zionist enemy.”

Israel s not the prolilem in the Mideast; ter-
rorism is.

Israel's conduct in tquelling the Palestinian
uprising has been criticlzed by many, including
this newspaper. Irontcally. even as Dole spoke,
the Israell supreme courl rebuked the govern.
ment for the army's policy of razing the homcs
of Palestinians, Jsrael is a democracy and even
under siege remains a country under the rule of
law, The supreme couris in Damascus and
Tehran do not command much respeet.

Second-guessing Israel's abduction of Shetk

&

P i s o e “r At L
R "‘b&!'-'.-' N el pid el o NS Al o s P AL

Abdel Rareem Obeld 1s a lwrury for armchaltr
theorists abroad. Israel must live with constant
threats of lerrorism; (ui-lutting about Kidnap-

'ping a noted terrcrist misses the nofnl.

No one kaows whether the abduction of
Obeid will be a success. But despite executions
and threats of executlon, such an action has
better praspects for success Lnan maneuveting
battleships and alrcrall carriers. Terry Ander-
son of the Associaled Press has been held hos-
tage since March 18, 1685, American policy
makers have been ¢nsble to free hir or the 15
other captives, eighl of them Americans. If lsra-
el's bold move works, then the chorus of ritual-

Istlc condemnation of Israel may fall necessarily

— and momentarily — silent.

Many Mideast problemes do indeed focus on
the counterproductive folly of Isracu policy in
the West Bank, but many of the reglon's ail-
ments — the spread of Shiite fansiactsm. for
instance — have nothing to do with Israel, Tco
many in the Mideast, in Europe and now, alas,
in the US, are using every development in the
Mideast lo gang up on Isrgel.

“If Higgins has been hanged, then Israel cer-
tainly pulled the rope,” the English-language
Kuwall Times sald yesterday. The rope was
more likely pulled by ifran or Syria, but the
Umorous Kuwaltls, whose oll fields are threat-
ened by Iran far more than by lsrael, do not
wish to offend their Shiite ne'ghbors.

Along with Kuwait, Saudl Arabia and Jordan
are often called “moderate” states that are more
or less aligned with the US. Neither, however, is
a democracy. and neither has been able to per-
suade the lerrorist groups in Lebanon to stop
thelr torture and murder of Weslern hostages.

Since 1876, Belrut, once the Paris of the
Mideast, has been recuced te rubble. The city's
glories are now haunted by a legacy of terrorism
and murder. Somewhere in southern Lebanon,
the terrorists stand ready to murder agatn,

The responsibility for that terrorism lles tn
Damascus and Tehran, not in Jerusalem.
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Posting Higgins in Lebanon Was Folly

Americans and u‘gau..iy the family of
Lt Col. Willlam R,

doubts thet the aanged man in Monday's
grisly terrorist videotape was really him.

"There can be no doubt, however, that his cl»

vilian and milltary superiors erred griov.
gualy when they let him take command of
the U.N. force in Lebanon in the firet place
and thus expose himsalf to abduction.

Rich Higging, as hig friends know him,
was no ordlnary Marine offlcar. Intrepld,
ambitious gnd passionate on the subjact of
the war in Lebanon, he lobbled for eppelnt-
ment a8 chief of the UN. peacexeepers sl
ter prepping himself by poring over the best
intelligence data on Lebanon that America
could get in his capacity ag milltary alde to
Secratary of Defense Caspar Welnberger.

Not only wae he aware of tha mosi sen-
sitlve Information out of the Mideast snd of
our sources there, ne read and pricritizad
eve.-?frhm; that ultimately wound up on his
boss's desk - contingency battle plans, the
gleanings of spy satellites, you name |t He
was g prize catch for any of Amaerica's ene-
mies, but particuiarly for one as ruthlass as
the seif-styled Organization of the Op-
pressed on Esrth, Brave and committed
though Lieutenant Colonel Higgins was, mil-

Igging may cling to '

tary analysts in Washington doubt he could
have withstood the months of vnspeakable |
shuses te which he doubtless war subjectsd. ’

Ordinarily, for obvious sercurity ressons,
en officer privy to all these secrets would
not recalve 30 hazardous & poeting. Rich
higging did snyway, not becauss he was the
best qualified the wasn't) bul tecsuse ha!
wis & gung-ho Marine who wanted the Leb- |
anon job and he had friends in high places. |

This Is no knock on Lleutenant Colonel
Higgins. After seven years In desk jobs, he !
yearned for action and for a usalil mission. |
It wag up to his bosses, ineluding Mr. We!n.
berger, to recognize the morial danger im-
plieit In his new assignment. That should !
have basn crystal-clear 16 tham In the after- |
math of the 1883 kidnap-murder o2 Willlam
Buckley, the CIA station chief in Bajrut.

President Bush, In his frustration, may |
bemoan the soarcity of optlens et his dis- i
posal to respond to terrorist oulrkges such
as Monday's presumad murder, One¢ positive |
move he can make, though, Is i0 tighten l
procedures for high-level personnel movaes !
80 that cruclial intelligence =szets like
Messrs. Buckley and Higgins no 'onger fall
into the hands of Heziollah ke rige frult. |

]
o ———

iy e R

- - .

LLS L]

THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION |

For 121 Years the South's Standard Newspapar ,

420 M. Con, Chuman 1050-1957—jarrod M, Gox [r, Chalttdn 1557. 1272

|
|
f

Ron M
nnm D:.rtin

Tom Tespen
Eciforial Puge dditor

le Smith

Glenn McCutehes

PAGE Avi2, WEDNESUAY, AUGUST. 2, 1989

Dennis Barry

Mangfing beitor

25

-

g =
Bl 1
‘f"t‘__'-..',_' .

B3



MM CITRMEI N N BT S
il T s L " 1k
T N, Ko O P BEICEU U 1,

18E8-88-83 18:41
RUG. 82 '89 12:41 CONBULATE OF ISRAEL MIAMI

Ml s 0

1". THE MIAMI HERALD, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST £, 1050 4

_ The Al Herald

JOHNE KNIGHTHIH-INIJ

T A sy i

JAMES L, KNIGHT, € ﬁwﬁw Eneritu

RICHARD G, CAPEN, JR. Chalrmansnd Publisher

o

| Mﬂﬂ%ﬂhr
b ORI

A terrons:t “nm* er

HE MURDER:: aring Lt, Col, Wik
ham Higgins oslem extremists ia
anorutrn s, whathar it happened on

dey or much sarliar, Tha captivity of all

homgﬂ by Mideast terrorizts Is outra-
geaus, The foree of the West's condemna.
tion should be directed at the terrorists and
:uvarrmantt that support them.

Though he knows tha! it may ba futlle,
P[uiunnt Bush wal right to eall tor relexss

all hostages by every slde, Until such an
aba.ndcnment of violence someday {s negotl-
al ed, the re r'r'l will remain torn between

Weaatern nations' rightiul refusal to yisld to
tervorists’ demands and the terrorists’ bes
lief that hostage-taking is an effsctive weap-
on Tﬁm“ Tarael and ita allies,

ciigenpietat bitel fc it
R S s

HI‘WM‘M

clere-Shetit At bul Kmmﬂhﬂd rapart:dly
a senlor leader of the Parnty
that held Mr. Higgins, :auld praeiﬁm

. moverrent on the hostage lesue as last,

Soon after the terrorists' deadline for
ldlling the Manﬂa, Israel nﬁ‘aredtnlw:p:ﬂ
it ¢ prisoners, Including the sheik,
;:n' utgq: foreign hmtalfesb? ¥ terrorl.lt
actions, many sup and Syria,

No deal. Immd another p,mup threat-

M REEEE
| b i

= TR T o

ma o I Anwn.:m ﬂeﬁ fic

od edeadma. .alu- |
raell rrEfver ﬂln:ll. Eﬂ:a terrariscs don't ra.
8 Ilgnl :tl;'mdd try Mr. Cheld and, H

: b, & mmhe.rﬁf ..hn Uﬁm.&-kae-plnz
fﬂ!‘ﬁ&iﬂ region. Terrerists ho'd the oth-
SEat move cin s Bk M
m Dus gtration
da? Miilurilr. ftec 'g_mt: are few, Di p']ull:mt-
aut proseurs poiata on
umﬂa&duppnﬂsm"bg‘ﬁ g mﬂgﬂnﬂhﬂgﬂuc ﬂg
from the néw mpmtuﬂre::hu Iran iy
g o 5 Ulied Sisn,
vt o & to tarrars
Ists, however, To do #0 would ancourags
mare hostage-taking, The Hergld hag called
on bath the seagen and Buah &dmin/stra.
tions to reveal their nolicies townrd gaining
ﬂm hutatgzs release, Washington cannot
§¢ men, hut neither ear. i :ur.Id
to fanaties, Rather, ft must hold to principle,
seek peace whils waging war againat ter-
rorism, and walt i pain end in griad,
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"Let the peopie kmow the sommentary direcia
fruth and the country Is safe.” M. Shitatian Andersen, edior
Abraram Uneoin R.C. Matios, so-publishor 18651070
i C.H, Foiies, co-publisher 1535-1979
Miry Holles, co-publisher 19721079
EDITORIALS

he claimed execution of Marine Lt.

I Col. William Higging and the fate of
the other hostages held in the Middle
Tast polnts up mejor gaas {n Armerd-

enible principls that the
US military, the State Departmant, and the
Vost grfthe government exist to help US cit-
sang

An Americet passport once gusrantesd
I8 baarel Jrotection from eftack anywhere
inthe . O 80 it was thought, Whenever
&n American was threatenad or hurt, the US
rovernment mobill- 1o help kiim, Bit now,

when & crisis strikes — an airplane is hi.

cked, & war breaks out = the first
fm:ﬁmﬂﬂﬂﬂd&hmﬂtﬂddm

ﬂ:l. R wWai not &1 American tarist,

may ba time to scknowledze that our gov-
armment can do preclows Jittls to assist el
ther classification of American #broad, Mil-

defense when Amercans knuw
be when traveling abroad?
dent Bush understandably wants to
umﬁh:mﬁleimdantwumme
i g he FCiolyas 'F-';"&H.l;

' Department reports that

" Jmcobsen challengen the §tain .
wisdom that we must never talk with the |

defeat in 1980, The lren arm. scandal cast a

cloud over the fine! two yeurs of Ropald |

Reepan's prozidens . And nosy the hostags
m.ﬁ'?’m m?mlh whose own State
tiu:mﬁmre:lm

has srmoed, backed, and "laroely dlrected"
the Hezboliah, which ciatms @ Save killed

other
What car b done? Pormer nnelags David

Gapeors, noting Le police cusior: of talking
mfnuawp;‘émmummmrm~

i & e e I m. ‘. - . Iy l
uulﬁlﬁmmﬁﬁﬁgﬁmw con-
rination of both Isree] and e Hesbollah,
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Talking Pointn on Higatng' murder 1% proved ko ba trus

1) The murder of Williem Higgins {9 outregeous ~- brutality end

barbarism of the higheat order. |
|

2) Ona of the major goals of the tuorroriwts is to faator dissont aAmong
tho civilized natlona because of our natucal compaasion for human suffaring.
W ohould not, hovaver, allod them to take our dye aft the ball —- the
ball being the vicloua and delibernte killing of civiliana as well ho
taklng of hootagen with all the torment for friends and familien, This

{n the preblen, _ I

1) Weatern damocracion, when faced with thig kind of barbarle behavioer,
are often ot a loss on how to act, Wa know Lt does not pay to give inj
wo know, as Scerotary Shultz has said, that behavior revarded is behavior
cepeatod, Dut what do wa do when & Terry Anderson is held for yearal
Diffsrent thinga are triedy the U.S. gends in n force nrging to frea our
hontagon in Teheran) Tarnal succeaded at Entabbej the U.S. nabhed Fowoz
Younin, 4 alestinian terrorist, on tho high oeda; the U8, abducted Rene
Vardugo, o major drug rraffickar from Mexice] and now Isroel han nabbed a

1eadar of Ilizhollah.

Thore la no simple anewer when dealing with ofven irpational killors.
9o wa try, Dut lat us support oach other {n these efforts snd racognize

who 13 avll.

e

«From the Anti-Defamacion lLeague of B'nad B'cith

'.:'Iil
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TaAking.Poingp on Kidnapping of Shayikh obwid -
: .-
1. Responsibility Tor the takihg and holding of Amerlean or' any
othear hontages and threaataning their livos rasts gquaraly with
tha kidnappars, ap the Whito llousa and ftata Dapartment have

anphasined. If any Amoricans hava koan killed, Mizhullah and {ta
Iranian aupporters ara to blams, . :

2. Jhaykh Obeld Im tha chief of Hizbullah in southern Labanon,
involvad in planning & great numbor of attacks againet Ievael,
Chold im alno suspacted of halping to plan the Fabxuary 1980
abduction of U3 Maxine Col. Willian Bigginag, Thrae Iaraeldl
hostngns wore baing held by Hirbullah under Cbeaid's gentrael, fha
inraalio had thair own reapons for wanting Obaid,

1. The United Staten on at least three, pomsibla four edoanionn
xasorted to eimllar actions againet knewm tervorista or drug
Puslinra, ;

A In 1968, pAmoxican jats inmrcaEtm Egyptlan planes en whiah
the PLO mastermind of tho Aohills Laure hijacking, Aby)
Ahbhad, was trying to ascapa, -

A Fawaz Yunis was wanted in connaation with the 1908 nijacking
of a TRoyal Jordanian 4etliner from Bairut International
Arport., fThe plane waa blewn up after pagopngers and crew
ware taken off. Yunis, then a rmomber of the Amal militia,
wan arrastod at gea aftor ha wag lured by & former associata
onto an FbI-operated yacht and avantually tranaforred to
Andraw Alr Force Basm. The FBI oparation was plannad and
carried ont under the direct supekrviaion of Uliver B,
Hovell, the executive assiatant dlracter of invastigation.

4 Hahmud al-Abed Ahpad, A nlspectad mapbor of tha Abu Nidal
taxrorist organizution, wanted in Israel for an attack 'on an
Tornall buo dn which ond paxaon was xilled and thraa
injurad, wam abducted in Venazuela by tha FBI and brought to
tha United gtates. Prosident Reagan authorized auch
"enatch, grab, and deliver" gperationg in a Junuary 1906
intelliganca deacislon, According to vg intalligonce, Atmad
hondad an Aku Nidal effort to axport Palescinian tarrorion
to tha Western Homisphere, :

fIn January 1%86, tha DEA pald 850,000 to abduat from Nadn
California Rens Vardugo, s reputed major drug trafficher,
wantod for quoestioning-in tho murdar of Enrique Camerana, A
DIA ngont killed by drug dealard in Mexico the yoaxr hefore.
Verdugo wuam dalivored to U3 Border Patrol officoram and
arxasted in Calexico, mouth of Han Diego.

4. Tha kidnnppers of Col. Higgins throeakened te axocuts him ne
ancly an Docembar 1980. (N¥T, 12/13/68) and nt laast once moxa
nftar that haform tho most ragent ultimatum (UPT, 7/31/a3a),
Othoi hostnges have also bhean proncunced dead several tinna,

] A o
. "

Fron ALPAC

1 : :
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GUIDELINES
To  : Community Coordinalors D{;lc: August 1, 1989 k“l\ \1
Iegional Adminlstrators :

Frum : Paul Flacks

Subject: Hustape

| ES

Yasterday, I participated in an urgent telephone conference called by the Conlerence of Presidents

for the professional staff of a selcct number of major Jewlsh organlzations. We discussad (he

extremely sensitive and difCleult fssucs relative 1o the alleged murder of Lt. Col. Willium Higpins,
~ We thoroughly reviewed the pest history of terroclsm, Amerden's respause as a result of previons

eplsodes, Tseael's decision and the tlght to take Independent action, and, of course, the reaction by

Congress, the media and the American pcﬂ‘:p]c,i

' 1 - i

You will receive under separate cover bac:kgmﬁnd material o asslst you and the community 1o

understand the ramlfications of this cpisode, No maller how unfortunate, this episode must be

seen an the greater contest of the steu igle against: tetrorism by (he international clvilized

community, : & c

A most enllghtening commentary is the editorfal published (Tuesday, August 1, 1989) in the New
Tork Times, It places the blame squarely where It belongs - on those responsible for the murder
of an Amerlean official. And it clearly indicates thal It would be divisive and counler-productive
i we fell into the trap of scapcpoating lsm+l.=

In your discussions with the community, We suggest that you consider the following explauation
which may appear 1o be slmplistic, but today, simplistic understanding can make the dilference:

Only recently o Palestinian Arab furlcd n bus over a cliff near Jerusalem resulting
ln [ourleen (14) civilinne dead, Including Rita Susan Levine, a leader of ZOA's
Young Zionist Group in Philadelphis, T

" e = - |
Y e——— Bi P W B B R ow w .
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What IC an ultimatum was issued by onc of the tercorlst groups, be it from Lian of
the PLO, that unless the Arab who committed this erine fs (teed, an fsracli hostaga
would be killed? Under those clrcumstances, should Istael free e erlmingly

! |
What if the ultlmatum for the release of this Arab eriminal Included the threat 1o
Kill American hostages? Would some Amgricans, like Senator Robert Dole, hold
Isracl responsible for this act of internationn] blackinail?

Not only are these real possibilities for the [uture, but (o equate Tsracli action with crlines whicly
kaiowa terrorists have commitled 8 a dangerous policy. This is what Henry Kissinger 1ol Cns
Helevision In his interview this moming, :

:ﬂammum_m.mmgmmmmﬂummmmc;:'o_n;
izr.ifmmﬂsﬁummmﬂy wiieh Iscaclis are being he tage? _Thi L40 deny Isracl the
I_’EJJL.liLﬂ.‘-'ilﬂ_“_ﬁ._ﬂﬁmﬂﬂﬁ‘_:-_éu.d._lhhﬂﬂLJEMPRUMLW-RMlJﬂE[[ln_lf_ﬁ_f]_ﬂi
mm;i;-u‘.r.r.t.mm&amﬂmmwwamuMLlwmm

We are saddened by the death of Lt. Col, Higgins, and we have greal sympathy lor all victjms el
lamilles of vietms of lerrorisim, In our frustration and anger, we must not fall inte the trap of
placing the blame on the friends of he United States, especlally Istacl who has bravely and
courageously led the fght against Icmrisin throughout the world,

The position of the United States should be courngeous and determined, This i§ the tlme to stand
with Tstacl agalnst terrorisin, Let not the mutual enemies of Tsracl and the United States cquse

dlssension between two natfons who place high value on human lives and the civilized behavior of
oll people, o

ACITONS 1O TAKE | ;

1, Urge the President of the United States, the Secretary ol State, and
the Congress fo n:::[II:lm Ametica’s traditional resolve not 1o
capltulate to or appease (errorism, |

2. letters of appreciation upd Sufipuct should be sent to Congressmen
who, In the past 24 hours, have publicly expressed support for Isiael
and have urged that the Upited States not make Israc) the scapegoat,
You should immediately arrange lor Individuals from the communities
which these Cﬂngmsmcni represent to make contacts, At the same
time, letters (o offfelals tom ZOA members throyghout the United
States would be very hielplul. In addhiion 1o your local Congressmen,

the following should recelve communieations IMMEDIATELY:

Richard G. Lugar (Indiann) Danlel K. Inouye (Iawaii)
David L. Boren (Oklahoma) Ceorge J, Mitchell (Muing)
Rudy Boschwitz (Minnesota)

Dante Fascell ((Flotlda) ! .

Alfonse M. D'Amalto (New York)

Christopher Dodd (Connceticut)

nh

27
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3 Communi¢ations to Senator Robert Dole should ba wijiten with great

care, yet, without hesitating to cxpress keen disappointmen
his reaction which ¢ only serve to embolden nnd encourige the

perpetrators of lerrorism,

Istael ond it Is unfortupate (hat lie felt compelled
Wnusual manner, While we

it is equally neeessary 1l
lelevised elalements may |
relationship, . - -

Unfortunately, the receni elevation &I.ie;mr!st Yosit Arafat, hos

‘respectability,
civillzed world community,

The recognivi
o believe that the world

s walling la

commitied ngalnst Americans, Israclis and other innocent clvilians,

Tha tragic death of L1, Cal, Willlaan M
refllect, and reevaluate jts piesent
srchierrorist, Yagsir Arafit

It is & polic
tescinded,

policy which

reparding
Senator Dole has been a
must continue to maintain his (tiendship,

Wt he must. understand that his widely
wave been harmnful to (he Americnn-Israg|

glven him Internationu

which s a disadvantags to all who belleve terrorists should be Isolated from (he

on of Arafat, glves d¢

facto encoutagement for terrorlsts
lgnore all of the

pst heinous acts whicl, they have

ﬁ[vc the United States a reason 1o
has piven credence and r¢-.pcclnbilitly
¥ which will not weul, Io s a polcy which s

£8ins shouly pauso,

o the
wuld be

This very sensitive period requlres the most carelul and judlcious action.

with commentary and oplnlon, Those wh
doy.  Fricnds of Israel who care for Ny j

reinforce the Amerlean-TIstael r:fﬂtionshi}

thils u:sj!U!I:»”.J"I!I}'.

Please glve this your most careful and

cc: National Ollieers
National Public Allolts Conmittee
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NOGIAL:

We are saddened by the death of Lt Col. Higgins, and we have reat sympathy for all victims and
familics of victims of letrorlsm, Ip our [rustration and anger, we must not {all jyo the trap of
placlng the blame on the friends of the Uplted Stales, especially Israel who has bravely and
courageously led the fight against terrotism theoughout the world,

Only recently a Palestinian Arab forced a bus over a elitf vear Joiusulem resulting In fourleen (14)
clvillans dead, Including Rita Susan vine, a Iéader of ZOA's Young Zionlst Group in
Fhiladelphin, What if an ultimalum wag Issued by one of the lerrorist groups, be it from Iran or
the PLO, that unless the Arab who committed this erime is freed, Israeli hostopes would bo killed?
Under those circumstances, should Israel free the erlmina]?

1

What if the ultimatum lar the telease of this Arab criminal included the threat to kil Asmerlcan

hostages? Would some Amerleans, like Senator Robert Dole, hold Isracl responsible for this act
of International blackmail? '

Not only aie these real possibilities for the future, but to equale Istnell action with crlmes which
known tecorists have commitled is a dangerous policy, ‘The New Yark Times in its edltarial today,

August 1, 1989) states the lssue clearly and with considerable understanding, especiolly the following
vhservatinng: - . :

T
- -

Ace matter of princlple and commen g e, Isrocl aud other ations subjected 1
lerorisg have a tight to preemplive apd punitive actiog, Yig that_includes
wilitary operations for both reseue of 1 lages or kidmppplog_of (e Quists. Yes,
here_are tlsks, sometlmes trngle, Tor_the fimgcent. Withoyt that tght of sell-
defense, civillzed pations way e hejd hostage by the mos utal.*

should Tseiel be ekl responsible for c'ﬂ[cu_@uﬂumm;gummilmﬂ,mﬁuwunz
f,!_ﬁ;_‘i';{mjﬁfmmnd. sapselally, wlugy Ioiarlls o e sy belng NS nogtnpey 'Ullﬁj'i.‘_‘,!m_ﬂ&ﬂl
Istae] the tight o act In lts own defense, And ng the New York Timt:&_sumilh_ﬂ_*&i@_'ef_d_fﬂﬂﬂj

lu_xp_open Invitation for all International terrorists (o Iﬂkc_mfir_i'él.if_!uﬂ_myﬂiﬂLﬂk!_!_D_u;:'_rjg_f_h:l_t

there_ =4Il ba no rolibutlog,

The position of the United States should be courageous and determined. ‘This is the time o stand
with Isracl agalnst terrorlsm, Let not the mutual enemles of Isracl and the United States Cause
dissension between two nations who place high value an humon lives and the civillzed behavior of
all people, B
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FOR HHEDI&TE EELEhBE
v YURK, Aug. 1 ooy, The followlmy statwmant wao ipnund today by
iwrvey Teldmap, International. Relatlionn| bireotor of the Amorlcan
r2ioh Committee, on tho murdex UF Colenel Higiins and Izraal’a
slzure of Shelkh obeld: .

hn Amorlcemnm, we Likbtarly econdemn |thees wespanaihla for tha

nrder of Colenol Higglha, oOur hoartn go out to hls wife, MHajor
obvin Niggina, and his dauwghter, ﬂhrintJ.lu.

“ia rocall thot this pellf-ptyled ‘Corby of ded! {m pivanlnnly
ilim group that clalmed teredit’ for tha truck bomhinq that killed
ur Hardnes in Polrut in 1983 and again lo 1%04. They hove boon
fnenlved in mwsascinationa in the Middle East and in Europe, tha
laslruckion of alrlinors Ln rllqht, and tho selpura of hosbtagas nnd
nuvder of olviliane 1h Lebahon, .o aye miemans i ey

"soma have buen highly erlitical o::xnrlnl for }ts nalzure of
ahalkh vbald, ond have equated At with t#a :?nfty ot;coqr nhducting
ralenel Higglne, But the Marline Coluu&l uﬁﬁ-ﬁq;p of » UN praca-
toempliyg wleslan, while obhald wan the qnmmsndur of assassinatlon
frigadec,  dlesrw wan be tm equlvolonsa.’ :

"I'o goy that internatlonal Jaw forbldo ntlzinq killqra whera
yuuw £lond Ll La mimply dnoorxook. In fact, 11.A. Drug Enforcamant
vty pwewoniel hove several times selred dArug lords on the
i=ipllory of wibue cguntcles, ond we mll rockll Lha heaaliing  of
idnys in reaponse to terrorist ntl‘.!_l_c:.‘m on U.8., serviceman in
ferifn. Tovael, ke cthar natfens, haa the right to take direct

ction agalnst thusy who atkpehk Lke i:H.llucnu ox plan terrarizt anta
«n Icvnell bterritory. :

njindglght may maka us wlsh for ﬁl!taranh outeomes, but wa

pminl ba careful not to confuca the vlntlmu of terroriém with those

unln plan Lle.o r I
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THE CRUEL IRONY OF THE ‘ORGANIZATION OF THE OPPRESSED!

Dy Georga E. Gruen, Ph.D,

Director, Middle East Affaire
The American Jewieh Committee

Whe 1s behlnd the Organization |of the Cpprassed oen Barth Lhat
kidnapped and has reportedly hanged U,8, Marine Lt, col. Willlam
Higglns?  wWhat {5 tha background |of this ghadowy terrorist cell?

This Lebanese shi’ite factlon 1s ideologleally and operationally
linked to the¢ Iranian-backed qezbnllah [éarty of God). 1t
apparently seeks to draw ite inspiration from the late Ayotollnh
Fhomeinl, who declared in a méuting with the s8yrian Forelgn
Hinlster on August 16, 1979, "I hepe ‘that a party under the name
of the ‘Party of ‘the Oppressed’! wlll be formed throughout tha
world." This new party, which he sald was to he synonymous wilth
Lhe Party of God, was intended "té actualize the promlse of 1slan,
“hiich weans the relgn of the oppressed over the oppressors and
thely Inheritance of the earth,n

A group bearing this nane firsﬁaﬁurﬁaaed in Belrut in December
1285, when Lt announced it was executiﬁq two Lebanese Jews from
bmong four it had kidnapped {n March 1985. Two additional Lebanace
Jewlsh hostages were killed by tﬁii extremist group In Februavy
1206, after Isracl falled to meet the group’s demandas to relaasn
A1l its Lebanese and Palestinlan| prisoners and to withdraw from
"all oceupled territories.”

R

Ihe Organlzotlen of the Dppresséé?claimed that those executed had
ull been "eples" for Israel, but!n clese investigation of thelr
pevsonal backgrounds demonstrates that none of the victims had been
involved in Lebanese politics or Hn the %rgb—Israel conflict, The
cily thing they had In common was thal they were born Jewlish and
had remained in Muslim-controlled|West Belrut after most Lebanose
Joews had [led the strife-torn citT.
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Indeed, the random natura of $ha at:tacks on the helpless Jows was
mada clear in a statement by This terxorist group on December 28,
18685, warning that unless alllits demands agalnst Israel were mat,
it would kill not only those! it had already kidnapped but would
strike againgt other Jews "uniwhom wo may lay our handa .

Among the best known and most highly réspecte& of the Jewish
victims was Dr. Elle Hallak, \a pediatriclan, who was called "ths
doctor of the poor," because he often treated without fee needy
Lebanase and Palestinian patients irrespective of thair rellglon
or political affiliation. In a poignant public challenge to the
kidnappers, his wife, ‘Rachel, descrilbed his benevolent career and
the unsuccessful efforts by his many friends to secure his release,
Her open letter was published in the Lebanese press and in Le Mends
(Paris), Maxch 5, 1986. . (An English translation 1s avallable.)

Well placed Lebanocse sources belleve that the motivation of the
organization of the Oprressed was not purely ldeological or
political. 1t ies belleved that more peocunlary motlves were also
at work:  The poor Shifites coveted the homes and comnunal
properties of the once prosperous Jewlsh community, and pressured
the kidnoap victima to turn over title to property and bank accounts
to persons designated by the terrorist group.

The first Jew te be kllled by the Orxganlzation of the Oppressead
wag Halm Cohen, 38, a department store acoountant, who left a wife
and Lhree yound chilc'lrem Lhe second was Professor Isaac Tarrab,
70, a retired mathematlcs ‘teacher. The third Jew murdered was
Ibrahim (Abrabam) Benlstd, 34, who helped run a small family shop,

His body was found by the Lcﬁanﬂue police on February 16, 1986 In
a gtroet in Musllm West Beirut near the "green line" border with
christian East Delrut, The Belirut coroner reported that Mr.

benistl’s hody bore signs of | torture and beatings to tho head, He
|
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hod been shot twice and then strangled. Tha Organizatioh of tha
Opprasigd alzo abducted npd uuhs%quantly killed hisa brother Joseph,
33, and thair father, Yehudah, 68,

This radlcal shi’ite band has claimed to have exocuted a total of
nine Jowe whom it had ahducted, including Isaac Saazgon, 63, the
president of the Lebanese Jﬁwish:aﬂmmunity Only three bodlas have
heen Lecovered, The terrorist gxoup has refused to releasa the
budies of any of the later vthims, despite the urgent appeals of
thelr families to Llie Lebanese nutherxtxaq and to the international
commuanity., Soma family menber s still oling desperately to tha hope
that thelr loved ones mnf still be alive,

More than two years have now éuﬂsed singe July 24, 1987, when
Joseph Mlzrahl, aecting preaidentjof the Lebanese Jewleh community,
dispatched a pergonal appeal ta;UH Secretary-General Javier Pérez
de Cuéllar urging him "in the name of the the nost elementary human
rights" to use all.of hls moral authorjity to help tha Jewlsh
conmunity recover the remains of the murdered Jews so that they
could be Jald to rest in pocordance with Jewlsh traditions. Mr.
Mizrahl empbaslaed the grutuiﬁﬂuﬁ eruelty of Lliw tervovista!
behavior, since "thers is no conceivable political advantage that
can accrye to the killers.,® gﬁremver, he noted, "even the most
bloodthirety terrorists 'who havﬁfgiyan thelr livas for what they
balleve to be thelr cause have béen buried and nobody has contested
thls most elementary right to a|proper burial,!

A% vur hearts £111 with fxesh grief and outrage at the murder of
col, Miggins, I find tragicayly apt some words spoken at an
ecumenical eervice held in Neyw York' on January 8, 1986 as a
memorial for tha first twg"mugdered Lebanese Jewlsh hostages and
an a plea for rcd&mp£ion of nliﬁh&ldlcaptiV* in Lebanon, The Rev.
Joseph O,Hare, §, J., Preslident of Fnrdham Universlity polgnantly
floclarad: '
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"It is once aguln ﬂlcruél irony thit the murderers of Halm cehen
and Isaac Tarrxab should dare to call thenselves represantatives of
tho opprassed of the ﬁﬁrid. No greater human oppression g
possible than the rcdu;t#mn of individual human beings to nameless
symbols whose lives are 5nuf£ﬁdlout'in some sterile politiecal
gesture |

Auguet 1, 1989 ' | Ew.

Wi,Lebanon.Jew 00-~5%80

bDr. George E. Gruen is Director of Middle East Affalrs for the
dmerican Jewish Copmittee. He has tought intervatlional relations
and Middle East politics ut Columbja University and at {he Drooklyn
and city Colleges of CUNY. He visited Lebanon in the cummers of
1971 and 1982 and participated in ap international conference in
Parle In May 1988 that heard eyewitness reports on the plight of
the Lebanpse hostages., | Ll S
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