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i;rael Ends Bar
On P.L.O. Role
At Peace Ialks

Epecialio Tha Mew York Timed
JERUSALEM, Aug. 13 = Formally

talks, Forelgn Minlster Shimon Peres
sald today thal 1srael would continue 1o

delegates despite their new slatug ad |
officials of the Palestine Liberation Or-;
ganization.

]t makes no difference to us,” Mr,
Peres said. " They're the same delega-
tlon members, the same nsmes, the
same people, the same procedure,
we're also aware of the fact thet prior
1o this they also consulted whomever
they consulted.”

But lsrael's familiarity with the del.
egales, Hanan Ashrawl, Falsal al-Hus:
- seinl and Seeb Erekat, who were
i named this week Lo ths P.L.O. commit-
! {ee that monltors the talks, does nol
dilute the significance of the change
thet has taken place: for the first time,
lsreel will probably be negotiating
openly with olficials of the urnn'-u-]
tion.

ending & longstanding refusal 10 In-
volve the P.L.O. In the Mideast peace Ffﬁh‘* v 91 .

negot!ste with three key Palestinian| \u‘ " Y
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! Opposing Views
«From all indications It looks like the , - 9\
jsraell Government Is moving toward

direct diglogue with the P.L.O.," Mra
Ashrawl, the spokeswoman for the del-
egation, sald after she returned from
Tunis today. _
[And In Tunls, Yasir Arafat, the
head of the P.L.O, repeated his ap-
peal to Jsrael o make a “‘peace of the
brave” directly with the Palestin

The appointments were apparent
meant Lo heal a rift between t aurganz

jans, Reulors reported.] i
Bul former Prime Minister Yitzhak gl D S isd tar
Shamir snd the man who served as hls ritories, The dispute almost resuited In
ek the resignation of Mrs. Ashrawl, Mr.
| I Husseinl and Mr. Erekat from the dele-
top adviser, Yossl Ben-Aharon, were pation, Insiead, they were 8 polnted to
highly eriticel of the announcements, a P.L.O. committee that \ﬂ:ruel the
and warned of the dangers Involved. peace Lalks. '
Mr, Shamir, referring to the P.L.O.as 8 lFﬂrelﬂn Minister Peres also tried to
“murderous organization," n:;uspd :1‘.? dtnh':;n m;‘ :jlivalnpment, "There'sa
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's Gov- (| Palestinian delegation with which we
I8 A | are negotiating," he seid. I3 relation-.
ernment of “breaking down walls" that | ghip with Tunis ls its own affalr, The
he had tried to create between the local entire matter ls & bit iimmick} An
Palestinlans and,the P.L.O, leadershlp attempt to extricate themselves irom 8
in Tunls, crials."” . '
Mr, Ben-Aharon sald that i the or- A senlor Government official sald
ganization entered the ne otiations, iL loday that two basic principles guided
might demand the “right o retum"iur lsraell policy: the Palestinian dele l-'
the six miilion Palestinlans it calcu- tlon mugt be made up residents of the
\ates are scattered around the world, territories, and larael does not negotls
l While the lsraell Government Btlll ate with the Palestine Liberation Or-
officially opposes negotiating with the ganizatlon, Sitting down with the eur-
 group on the ground thel It engages in rent delegates meets these principles,
larrorism, resistance has Yeen weak: he added. .
ening. In January lsrael repealed the The offlcial described the meetin
law against contacts wilh members of belween the Environment Minlster lng
the P.L.0.,, and Mr. Rabin rtcuntliy alu- lthu senior P.L.O. officlal as & process
thorized the Environment Minisler, | in which lsrael has demonstrated flex!:
Yossi Sarld, to'meet secretly with Na- bility ot a number of issues,”
pll Shaath, & senior official in the o “fut these steps [srael has taken
ganization. \ aren't almed ltgwtmuﬂq sitting face
Mrs, Ashrawl denies thel she and, to face with the. P.L.O." he added,
other delegates recelved P.L.O. posts “These are pragmatic and ractical
to force lsrael into speeking to the steps almed at edvancing the peace
organization, process. We have no imentﬁ:m of negoti-
"]t |t happens as a side effect, that’s ating with the P.L.O." g l
fine," she sald, saying the new appoint-
ments were an internal Palestinlan i
matier, :

\\ Oo
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Interrogation of Arabs|

Spocial 1o Tne New York Timas 1 fl:l pe::lst:m l“ rts anl slltjticummu-
= ating evidence of ADUSE, ncluding the
,;f' Efnﬁmwalchi' “::ll Eﬁ:m; * desths of geveral Palestinians under
newscast saw Hassan € ubeidi shuffie interrogation In recent years, have ro-

Stitlly onto their television screens, his duced a gradual change in official 16-

beidl, a 34-year-old Brocer {rom the : and denial.

town 5 In April, the Government announced
West Bank of Anabta, had e that B ministerial committea had re-

come catatonic after balngbgralied for a Vised the confidential auldelines for

month and Interro ated he Shin
Bet lsraels dumeugie securily service, Shin Bet inuigﬁgnurn. tightening rules

e report from his house — & rare based on & 1987 Government commis:
lock b¥ 1sraeli television at & Palestin- slon re r‘l’ that had Hﬁgtimed mod-
ton aliegedly mistreated by the Shin: :;‘;-_:r ysical pregsure’’ during ques-

Bet = briefl pierced the secrecy and ng.
public Inditf:renu that normally cloak in }Uﬂh a bill banning toriure was

P errogations of Arab suspects in Lhe _ proposed by several Parllamert (O
occupied territories. Thaafe intercoga: g‘“- and Justice Minister David Liba

tlons, according to human rights appointed & commitiee to study such|

groups and former prisoners, routinely legislation.

involve physical and psychologica

abise that has been clagsified by some

critics as a form of torture.
Amnesty International, in 8 human

rights report in July, said Palestinian

detainees under interrogation Aare

“systematically tortured or il treat- ( 3 ) Neow 3 s

ed” by lsrael. The International Com-

mittes of the Red Cross, whose repre- -T .

sentatives regularty visit Palestinian \ Ms

prisoners, has accused Israc] of using

{nterrogation methods that violate the

Fourth Geneva Convention on {rest- \Y - Y

ment of civilians in pecupled areas.
The reported mistreatment s signil-

jeantly less gevEere n torture

docurnented in 'other Middle Eastern \\ Ve,

- eountriss, like Irag, Syria and Turkey.

—
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. since the beginning of the anti-lsrael
i uprising in December 1087.

Methods Described

/me reporied mistreatment of Pales- |  Palestinians who have been gques-

tinian prisoners has thus far generated ' tjoned by the Shin Bet report that sev-

. little public protest, For one thing, the epal methods are uged during interro-
Shin Bet is widely viewed by Israelis ag \ gatlons, which usially last {rom two
an Indispensable tool in thwarting weeks (0 a month.

deadly Arab attacks. For another, & : According to these accoun prison-
surge earller this year in Palestinian ers are typically held en small chairs,
killlngs of 1sraeli clvillans and soldiers thelr heads covered with dirty, foul-
gseems to have strengthened a popular smelling sacks and their hands shack-
* conviction that the security services led behind them to the chair or to 2
must be allowed 10 do what is neces- wall. Prisoners report sitting for days
saryto protect Israelis. in such painful positions, bombarded
Officials deny that the Shin Bet uses by loud music interrupted only :Qf in-
torture, and point 10 existing lsraeli terrogation sessions and restricted vis-
 legislation that prohibits use of force of it to the tollet, where they were forced
viclence to extract confessions, lsrael 10 eat their meals.
nas also signed the United Nations Con- | Palestinians &lso report having been
Cruel, Inhumen or Degrading Treat: are kept Bt low temperatures. Others,

ment or Punishment.
In a rare public stalement on interre

gation techniques, the head of the Shin

Bet, whose identity is kept secrel, re Critics say Arab
sponded recently to & petition to the
supreme Courl by the Public Commit- SUSPECtS are
, lee Aptns:‘ Toriure in 1srael, a private : ; 3
human rights group. :
He nuesnad in an affidavit that "'spe- tOI'tUI'Ed.

clal interrogation procedures™ were
sometimes needed 10 foil terrorism.

These ‘“‘exceptional measures,’’ he say that their heads were slammed
gald, were used selectively lo obtain into walls during questioning, or that
vital information, and only ageinst peo they were viclently shaken, punched,
ple suspected of wgerious offenses.” kicked, choked and hit in the genitals.
Such offenses are commonly defined Although Shin Bet guidelines are se-
by-officials as violent attacks on lsrae- cret, there recently has been some
i{s or Arabs, use of weapons and explo- official corroboration of prisoner ace
sives, ald and transfer of funds to mili counts.
lant groups and leadership of such During the trial in June of a Palestin-
organizations. ) jan in the West Bank 10wn of Hebron
Bul prisoners, their lawyers and hu- Shin Bet interrogalors acknowledged
man rights groups say that abusive that the suspect had been held without
Shin Bel treatment is standard and sleep for periods of three and four days
pervasive, and that similar practices while he was hooded and handcutfed to,
are commen in arm interrogation g wall 25 he sat on a low chair in a tiny
centers in the occupie territortes, Hu- cell.
man rights monitors estimate that 500 In May, an Israeli lawyer got hold of
Palestinian detalnees are subjected. to g medical form used ai an interroga-
such treatment each month and that at tlon center in another West Bank town,
feast 30,000 have been Interrogated Tulkarm. It required prison doctors 10
. note whether detainees were fit to
shackled, hooded and held in isolation

cells, whether they could stand for long
riods and whether they had injuries
fore thelr interrogation.
Curbs In New Guildeline
The Supreme Court alfidavit by Whe
head of the Shin Bet revealed that the

\\ OO revised lmeminunn guldelines’ pro-
hibit exposure ol prisoners to heat and
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_cold and denial of food, drink and ac-
cess to toilels.
The laraeli code’s latest revision re-
*{lects an apparent trend toward stricl-
er cantrols over jnterrogaldrs o pre-
vent excesses that have led to deaths
and injuries.
- But Avigdor Feldman, & clvil rights -
lawyer who |s arguing the Supreme
Court petition against the interrogalion
guldelines, said they had led Lo “leglti-
mization and bureaucratization of Lor-
{ure without public oversight.”
Other_ critics Brgue that the new
rules have merely led 0 2 shift from
beatings to other iechniques that leave 5
fewer physical traces. The point, they
say, is thet the Government still con-
dones questionable practices like hood-
ing, sleep deprivation, subjectlon 1O O
loud music and conflnement in awk- \\ D
ward positions.
“The Shin Bet has refined Jis tech-
nigues so they have become less dise
cernlble, and they have denfabilily
bullt' Into them,” said Kenneth Roin,,
acting executive director of Middle,
East Watch, a New York-based human
rights group. "'They are mare sophisti-
cated, but equally ingidlous,"

Ing.

In a letter sent last month to Prime
Minlster Yitzhak REbin, Dr. Miriam
Zangen, chalrwoman of -the 12,000-
member lsrael Medieal Association,
served notlce that the organizatjon
would instruct physicians 10 refuse to
cooperate with abusive interrogations.
They would also be prohibiled from
filling out medical forms that pro-
nounce detainees fit for mistreatment,
she sald.

Dr. Ruhame Marton, the Israell

chairwoman of the Assoclation of 1s- ?

raeli-Palestinian Physiclans for Hu-
men Rights, sald her group wouild
regs for legislation requ ring dociors

- {n hospitals and prisons (o repurt Lo the
police any case of abuse under interro-
gation of someone that they have treat-

“Behind every interrogator-Lorturer
there ls a doctor,” Dr. Marton told a
recent conference on torture in Tel
Avly, “As citizens of a democracy, we
must refuse to cooperale with crimes
a_gg‘m:l. human beings.”
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‘THIS IMMIGRATION IS A MILITARY ACTION AGAINST THE PALESTINIAN
PEOPLE, THAT FINLAND SUPPORTS'.
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: MM

'WE ARE WARNING THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY (OF) THE EFFECTS OF THE

IMMIGRATION POLICY WHICH INCREASES THE TENSION IN THE MIDDLE EAST
AND ENCOURAGES ISRAEL TO START ANOTHER NEW AGGRESSIVE WAR'.
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BRIEFING BY DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER YOSSI BEILIN
TO FOREIGN JOURNALISTS
AUGUST 1, 1993

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. I AM VERY GLAD TO BE HERE TODAY TO DISCUSS THE
RESULTS OF OPERATION ACCOUNTABILITY, AND NOT ONLY THE PROCEDURES AND
TACTICS OF THIS OPERATION. FOR ME, IT IS IMPORTANT, AND I AM SURE
THAT FOR ALL OF US, ESPECIALLY WHEN THE AIMS OF THE OPERATION WERE
ACHIEVED, AND THERE IS A CONSENSUS THAT IT WAS A SUCCESSFUL
OPERATION.

IT IS VERY IMPORTANT FIRST OF ALL THAT AS A RESULT OF THE
UNDERSTANDINGS, KATYUSHAS WILL NOT BE LAUNCHED ON THE NORTHERN PART
OF ISRAEL. BUT ALSO, CIVILIANS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BORDER WILL BE
ABLE TO GO BACK TO THEIR HOMES. THE QUESTION OF THE CIVILIANS WAS THE
MOST DIFFICULT AND DELICATE PART OF THIS OPERATION, AND I AM VERY
HAPPY THAT WE ARE IN A SITUATION THAT ALL OF THEM ARE PERMITTED TO GO
BACK HOME.

THE DEVELOPMENT WHICH CONCLUDED THIS OPERATION WAS A VERY IMPORTANT
POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT WHICH I HOPE 1S ALSO CONDUCIVE  ANOTHER
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DEVELOPMENT IN THE PEACE PROCESS. I THINK THAT THE FACT THAT
SECRETARY OF STATE CHRISTOPHER WAS INVOLVED IN THE LAST PART OF THE
OPERATION BY TALKING TO THE LEADERSHIP OF THE MIDDLE EAST STATES --
TO SYRIA, TO LEBANON, AND TO US -- THAT THE SUCCESS OF HIS
INVOLVEMENT WILL ENABLE HIM TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN HIS PUBLIC DIPLOMACY,
IN HIS INVOLVEMENT WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE THIS WEEK IN THE MIDDLE EAST
A5 A PART OF THE PEACE PROCESS.

IN REFERRING TO THIS PROCESS, I WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK ABOUT THE THREE
MAIN COMMON DENOMINATORS WHICH ARE UNIQUE TO THIS PART OF THE
PROCESS:

ONE, AND A VERY IMPORTANT ONE IS THE FACT THAT ALL OF US INVOLVED 1IN
THIS PROCESS WOULD LIKE TO SEE PEACE IN THE AREA. IT IS QUITE UNIQUE
BECAUSE IN THE PAST, WHEN WE WERE READY, THE ARABS WEREN'T THERE.
THEY WENT TO KHARTOUM, THEY WENT TO OTHER PLACES, THEY WERE NOT READY
TO MAKE PEACE WITH US, EVEN NOT PAYING LIP SERVICE TO PEACE. AND BUT
SOMETIMES, 1 REFER ESPECIALLY TO 1971, NOT ONLY TO THAT, WHEN THE
ARABS OR SOME OF THEM WERE READY, WE WERE NOT THERE. IT IS A KIND OF
A PRECEDENT AMONG BOTH SIDES, THERE IS READINESS TO MAKE PEACE.

THE SECOND, AND NOT LESS IMPORTANT THAT THE FIRST ONE, IS THAT FOR
THE FIRST TIME, THERE I5 A KIND OF COMMON DENOMINATOR ABOUT THE
PICTURE OF PEACE ITSELF. WE ARE ALL COMMITTED TO THE MADRID FORMULA,
TO UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338, TO THE IDEA OF 'LAND
FOR PEACE'. WE ALL UNDERSTAND, SPEAKING ABOUT THE LEADERSHIP OF THE
ARAB STATES AND OF ISRAEL, THAT PEACE IS A VERY IMPORTANT COMPONENT
OF OUR SECURITY. THERE IS A PRICE FOR PEACE. THAT ON THE ARAB SIDE,
THE PRICE FOR PEACE IS THE LEGITIMIZATION OF ISRAEL. AND ON OUR SIDE,
THE PRICE OF PEACE WILL BE TERRITORY.

THE THIRD COMMON DENOMINATOR IS CONNECTED TO WHAT HAPPENED YESTERDAY
AND THE DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY AND WHICH CONCLUDED THE OPERATION. THAT
I5 THE AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT. IT IS THE FIRST TIME IN WHICH BOTH
PARTIES IN THE REGION ARE WELCOMING THE AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT AND
UNDERSTAND THAT WITHOUT AN AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT, THERE WILL BE NO
PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST.

THE FACT THAT ALL OF US ARE ENCOURAGING THE SECRETARY TO BE INVOLVED
IN THE PROCESS, I BELIEVE IS A VERY, VERY IMPORTANT ONE. AND WHAT
HAPPENED THE LAST DAYS HELPED ALL OF US TO GO ON IN THIS PROCESS. I
THINK THAT IT IMPROVED HIS CREDIBILITY, THE CREDIBILITY OF THE UNITED
STATES IN ITS ABILITY TO BRING ABOUT CHANGES 1IN THE MIDDLE AND
EVENTUALLY PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST.

WE FOUGHT NOT AGAINST LEBANON, NEITHER AGAINST SYRIA. WE FOUGHT
AGAINST HIZBOLLAH. I THINK THAT WE ARE NOT UNIQUE FIGHTING AGAINST
HIZBOLLAH OR AT LEAST UNDERSTANDING THAT HIZBOLLAH IS AN ENEMY NOT
ONLY OF ISRAEL, BUT OF PEACE. I HOPE THAT EVENTUALLY WHAT MAY HAPPEN
IN THE MIDDLE EAST AFTER SO MANY YEARS OF HOSTILITY, THERE WILL BE A
COALITION OF MODERATES AGAINST THOSE WHO DO NOT WANT ANYTHING IN THE
MIDDLE EAST, BUT DESTRUCTION AND EXTREMISM. 1 THINK THAT WHAT
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HAPPENED IN THE LAST DAYS, WHEN IT IS JOINED WITH THE CURRENT VISIT
OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE MAY BE CONDUCIVE TO THIS NEW CHAPTER IN OUR
AREA.

QUESTIONS AND ANSMWERS

(: WHAT SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENTS CAN HAPPEN IN THE PEACE PROCESS.

A: FIRST OF ALL, T BELIEVE THE PACE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS IN THE LAST
TWO ROUNDS IS VERY SLOW ONE, AND WE HAVE TO CHANGE IT. I BELIEVE THAT
ONLY AN AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT LIKE THE VISIT OF THE SECRETARY CAN
CHANGE THIS PACE.

NOW, IT COULD HAVE BEEN DONE, OF COURSE, WITHOUT THE OPERATION. BUT
WHAT HAPPENED IN THE LAST DAYS MAY MAKE IT EVEN EASIER FOR HIM TO BE
INVOLVED BECAUSE OF THE MODUS OPERANDI WHICH WAS CREATED BECAUSE OF
THE CHANNELS AND HIS ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE LEADERSHIP OF
THIS AREA.

SPEAKING SPECIFICALLY ABOUT THE OBSTACLES ON THE WAY TO PEACE WITH
SYRIA AND WITH LEBANON. THE PROBLEM WITH SYRIA HAS BEEN THE SAME FOR
MANY MONTHS NOW. ACTUALLY, SINCE SEPTEMBER 1992, WHEN WE CAME AS A
NEW GOVERNMENT SUGGESTING THE IDEA OF A WITHDRAWAL ON THE GOLAN
HEIGHTS. THE SYRIANS ASKED US ABOUT THE EXTENT OF OUR WITHDRAWAL, AND
WE ARE ASKING THEM ABOUT THE EXTENT OF PEACE AND SECURITY ON THEIR
SIDE. IT IS5 A KIND OF 'APRES VOUS' SYNDROME. EVERYBODY WANTS THE
OTHER ONE TO BE THE FIRST.

NOW IN SUCH A CASE, THERE IS A DIFFICULTY: TO CONTINUE AT THE SAME
PACE THE BILATERAL TALKS, YOU NEED A THIRD PARTY IN ORDER TO
UNDERSTAND BETTER FROM BOTH SIDES WHAT ARE THE REAL INTENTICNS. AND
HERE I BELIEVE THE SECRETARY CAN CONTRIBUTE MUCH. I BELIEVE THAT WHAT
OUR GOVERNMENT HAS ALREADY SAID MONTHS ALREADY AGO THAT THE EXTENT OF
OUR WITHDRAWAL WILL BE PARALLEL TO THE EXTENT OF PEACE IS A VERY
IMPORTANT KEY ON THE WAY TO MAKING PEACE WITH THE SYRIANS.

SPEAKING ABOUT LEBANON. THE LEBANESE ARE DEMANDING THAT ISRAEL WILL
WITHDRAW FROM THE SECURITY ZONE ACCORDING TO SECURITY COUNCIL WE ARE
RESOLUTION TO ANNEX 425, FROM 1979. SAYING THAT WE HAVE NO INTENTIONS
ANY INCH ON THE LEBANESE SOIL. AND THAT WE ARE READY TO WITHDRAW FROM
THE WHOLE OF THIS SECURITY ZONE, ONCE THERE IS PEACE AGREEMENT WITH
LEBANON. AND THAT SHOULD BE PART AND PARCEL OF THE PEACE PROCESS, AND
NOT SOMETHING THAT IS TOTALLY SEPARATE FROM IT.

I THINK AGAIN THAT SINCE THERE IS NO TERRITORIAL PROBLEM, NO
IDEOLOGICAL PROBLEM INVOLVED, NO POLITICAL PROBLEM, ONLY A QUESTION
OF SECURITY, WE ARE READY, WE WOULD LIKE TO WITHDRAW FROM THIS ZONE.
ONCE THAT WE ARE SERIOUSLY SPEAKING ABOUT PEACE, I BELIEVE THE TIME
HAS COME SO THAT WE WILL TALK BUSINESS ABOUT THAT. I BELIEVE, I HOPE
THAT THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE SECRETARY 1IN THIS CASE WILL BE VERY
SIGNIFICANT SINCE I DO NOT SEE HERE THE OBSTACLES, THE IDEOLOGICAL
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AND THE EMOTIONAL OBSTACLES WHICH MIGHT BE IN SOME OTHER CHANNELS.

Q: WHAT ASSURANCES DO WE HAVE FROM THE SYRIANS AND THE LEBANESE THAT
THEY WILL CURB HIZBOLLAH'S ACTIONS IN THE FUTURE.

A: WHATEVER THE UNDERSTANDINGS ARE, THE RESULT WAS THAT WE STOPPED
FIRE YESTERDAY AT 6:00. AND I CAN ASSUME THAT THERE WERE ENOUGH IN
ORDER TO DD THAT.

(: WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF AREAS BEYOND THE 'GREEN LINE' FOR
ISRAEL'S SECURITY -- GAZA, WEST BANK, GOLAN.

A: WELL, I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT WE SHOULD ANNEX THOSE TERRITORIES. 1
THINK THAT IT WOULD BE A MISTAKE, THAT IT WAS A MISTAKE OF THE
PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT TO DREAM ABOUT IT. I THINK THE MOST DIFFICULTY
THAT WE ARE HAVING, ESPECIALLY SPEAKING ABOUT GAZA AND THE WEST BANK,
WAS THAT ISRAEL WITH FOUR MILLION JEWS, ONE MILLION ARAB CITIZENS,
AND TWO MILLION PALESTINIANS, UNDER ITS CONTROL SHOULD NOT CONTROL S0
MANY NON-JEWS IN ITS OWN STATE.

THAT IS PERHAPS FOR THE LABOUR PARTY ALL THE YEARS WAS THE MAIN
PROBLEM: THE DEMOGRAPHIC BALANCE WAS A VERY DELICATE ONE AND WE COULD
NOT AFFORD IT, TO CONTROL 50 MANY PALESTINIANS, ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU
ARE SPEAKING ABOUT ANOTHER PEOPLE WHICH DOESN'T WANT IT, T0 BE 1IN
CONTROL.

STRATEGICALLY SPEAKING, I BELIEVE THAT WE SHOULD INSIST UPON A TOTAL
DEMILITARIZATION OF WHATEVER AREA FROM WHICH WE ARE GOING TO WITHDRAW
EVENTUALLY. AND WE SHOULD INSIST ALSO ON SECURITY MEASURES WHICH I
WILL NOT GET INTO DETAILS, BUT GENERALLY SPEAKING. THAT IS A MUST.
WITHOUT DEMILITARIZATION, WITHOUT SECURITY MEAURES, WE WILL NOT BE
ABLE TO WITHDRAW.

GENERALLY SPEAKING, I THINK THAT THE GEMERAL IDEA OF THE TERRITORIAL
COMPROMISE IN ALL THOSE AREA WAS RIGHT IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE SIX DAY
WAR IN 1967 AND IS AS RIGHT TODAY.

Q: WHAT IS THE POSSIBILITY OF PALESTINIAN AUTONOMONY NOW? GAZA AND
JERICHO AS WELL?

A: THERE IS NO OFFICIAL VIEW OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL VIS A VIS
THIS IDEA OF 'GAZA FIRST', 'JERICHO FIRST' OR 'GAZA AND JERICHO
FIRST' AND S0 ON. I AM IGNORING THE FACT THAT THIS IDEA IS THERE AND
WAS RAISED UNOFFICIALLY BY PALESTINIANS. I THINK THAT WE ARE QUITE
ENCHANTED WITH THE IDEA OF 'GAZA FIRST', MUCH LESS SO ABOUT 'JERICHO
FIRST'. WE DID NOT REJECT THE IDEA IN INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS. IT WAS
NEVER RAISED IN WASHINGTON. ONCE IT IS RAISED THERE, WE WILL HAVE TO
CONSIDER IT VERY SERIOUSLY.

NOW ABOUT THE PROGRESS WITH THE PALESTINIANS. I BELIEVE THAT THE
PALESTINIAN PROBLEM IS THE HEART OF THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT. THAT
IT WILL BE ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO SOLVE THIS CONFLICT WITHOUT THE
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PALESTINIANS. BUT BY THAT I AM NOT SAYING THAT IF THEY ARE NOT COMING
OR IF THEY ARE NOT WILLING TO HAVE SOME PROGRESS, THAT WE WILL HAVE
TO FREEZE ALL THE OTHER CHANNELS. 50, IF THERE IS A POSSIBILITY TO GO
ON WITH THE PALESTINIANS, WE WILL BE MORE THAN GLAD TO CONTINUE AND
TO HAVE PROGRESS IN THIS CHANNEL.

IF THIS IS NOT THE CASE, AND IF THERE ARE SOME OBSTACLES NOW WITH THE
PALESTINIANS. AND ON THE OTHER HAND, IF THERE IS A POSSIBILITY TO GO
ON IN THE OTHER CHANNELS WE SHOULD GO ON AND CONTINUE THOSE
NEGOTIATIONS. BUT IF YOU ASK ME, MY DREAM IS ABOUT THE COMPREHENSIVE
PEACE. I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT A SEPARATE PEACE IS BETTER FOR ISRAEL.

Q: YOU SPOKE EARLIER THAT THERE ARE NO EMOTIONAL, IDEOLOGICAL
BARRIERS BETWEEN ISRAEL AND LEBANON. ISN'T IT POSSIBLE THAT THE LAST
WEEK HAS CREATED THEM. LEBANESE PRIME MINISTER HARIRI SAID LAST NIGHT
THAT IT SEEMED TO HIM THAT ISRAEL HAD ACCOMPLISHED WAS TO INCREASE
SYMPATHY FOR HIZBOLLAH AMONG THE LEBANESE POPULATION. ALTHOUGH THE
PRIME MINISTER OF ISRAEL SAID THAT IT IS REALLY SYRIA AND LEBANON WHO
ARE AT FAULT FOR WHAT HAPPENED. IT SEEMS UNLIKELY THAT THE POPULATION
OF LEBANON WILL TAKE THAT AT FACE VALUE, AND THAT ULTIMATELY BUILDING
PEACE WILL BECOME HARDER TO WHAT HAPPENED THIS WEEK. WHAT DO YOU
THINK.

A: 1 DON'T HAVE A VERY SIMPLE ANSWER FOR YOU, AND I'M NOT SURE
WHETHER I AM RIGHT ABOUT IT. BUT I BELIEVE THAT SINCE THIS VERY
DELICATE AND DIFFICULT EXPERIENCE WAS NOT A VERY LONG ONE, THERE
WON'T BE SUCH SCARS AS YOU ARE REFERRING TO. I ALS0O DO NOT BELIEVE
THAT A MAJORITY OF THE POPULATION IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF LEBANON
WILL BECOME AFTER THOSE SIX DAYS HIZBOLLAH LOVERS. I THINK THAT MOST
OF THEM ARE PRAGMATIC PEOPLE WHO WOULD LIKE TO SEE PEACE WITH ISRAEL,
WHO HAVE NOTHING AGAINST ISRAEL AS WE HAVE NOTHING AGAINST THEM.

AND THAT EVENTUALLY THEY OF COURSE THEY ARE NOT HAPPY TO BE OUT OF
HOME, AND I CAN UNDERSTAND IT VERY WELL. BUT ONCE THEY ARE BACK, AND
THERE ARE NEGOTIATIONS WITH LEBANON, I DO NOT BELIEVE THIS POPULATION
WILL BECOME A KIND OF AN OBSTACLE ON THE WAY TO PEACE.

Q: IF TOMORROW HIZBOLLAH FIRES INTO THE SECURITY ZONE, WILL ISRAEL
RETALIATE?

A: WELL, I MUST SAY THAT WE ARE NOT NEWCOMERS TO THIS AREA. WE ARE
QUITE EXPERIENCED WITH AGREEMENTS, WITH FORMAL AGREEMENTS, WITH
INFORMAL AGREEMENTS, WITH UNWRITTEN AGREEMENTS. AND SO, WE ARE NOT
DOING IN A VERY NAIVE WAY, SAYING OK SINCE YOU ARE PROMISING US,
NOTHING WILL HAPPEN, AND THAT'S IT.

OF COURSE, WHAT YOU ARE SAYING NOW IS SOMETHING WHICH NOBODY WILL
PROMISE YOU WILL NOT HAPPEN. BUT, I THINK THAT THE GENERAL ASSUMPTION
WAS THAT THERE WAS AN ABILITY OF THE SYRIANS AND OF THE LEBANESE TO
PREVENT SUCH AN OPERATION.

WE DID NOT LAUNCH THIS OPERATION IN ORDER TO IMPLEMENT A TARGET? FOR
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A VERY LONG RANGE. WHAT WE BELIEVE IS THAT WE HAVE TO PROTECT OUR
PEOPLE IN THE NORTHERN PARTS?

SPEAKING ABOUT THE LONG RANGE, WE ARE INVOLVED IN THE PEACE PROCESS
WITH THE LEBANESE, WITH THE SYRIANS, WITH THE PALESTINIANS AND WITH
THE JORDANIANS. WE SAID IN ADVANCE WHEN THE OPERATION WAS LAUNCHED,
THAT WE WENT TO THIS OPERATION ONLY TO ACHIEVE ONE AIM: THAT
KATYUSHAS NOT BE SHOT ON ISRAEL IN THE FUTURE, IN THE NEAR FUTURE. WE
DID NOT SPEAK ABOUT THE NEXT FORTY YEARS.

AND SINCE WE ACHIEVED THAT, WE PUT AN END TO THIS OPERATION.

Q: WHAT WAS RABIN TALKING ABOUT WHEN HE SAID THAT ONE OF THE
UNDERSTANDINGS THAT HIZBOLLAH'S TERRORIST ACTIVITIES WOULD BE
CURTAILED. WHERE DOES THAT COME FROM?

A: 1 AM SURE WHEN HE SAID 50 IT WAS VERY MUCH BASED, AND THIS IS THE
SITUATION. ON THE ONE HAND, WE ARE NOT SPEAKING ABOUT PUTTING AN END
TO ANY KIND OF HOSTILE ACTIVIIES IN THE NEXT GENERATION. IT WAS
LOCALIZED. THE INTENTION WAS TO PUT AN END TO A VERY SPECIFIC
DEVELOPMENT AND THE END WAS PROOF TO THIS DEVELOPMENT.

I CANNOT ASSURE THE SECURITY OF ISRAEL, MYSELF OR YOU, THAT WE CAN
PREVENT ANY KIND OF HOSTILITIES FOR THE NEXT GENERATION. IN ORDER TO
DO THAT, WE HAVE TO GO ON WITH THE PEACE PROCESS. BUT WHAT I SAID,
AND I THINK THAT WE HAVE TO STICK TO, IS THAT THE MOST MODERATE IS
GOVERNMENT THAT WHICH WAS FORMED IN ISRAEL SINCE BE 1948 NOT GOING TO
MODERATE WHEN TERRORISM AND VIOLENCE AGAINST ITS CITIZENS IS USED.
AND WE ARE TOUGH ON IT, AS WE ARE MODERATE ON PEACE.

I BELIEVE THAT THIS IS THE RIGHT POLICY THAT THIS GOVERNMENT IS
TAKING.

(: ISRAEL STILL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO HIT BACK IF ITS SOLDIERS IN THE
FIELD, IN THE SECURITY ZONE, ARE ATTACKED BY HIZBOLLAH, BY JIBRIL OR
ANYBODY ELSE.

A: THIS IS THE CASE THAT WE ARE NOT GOING TO BE THEIR SITTING DUCKS.

Q: YOU SAID BEFORE THAT YOU CANNOT SEE A PEACE AGREEMENT WITHOUT
PALESTINIANS. CAN YOU ALSO, CAN YOU SEE A PEACE AGREEMENT WITHOUT
SYRIA. IN OTHER WORDS, DOES SYRIA STILL HAVE THE CAPACITY TO SPOIL TO
SUCH A DEGREE THAT THE PALESTINIANS, THE JORDANIANS, ESPECIALLY THE
LEBANESE, COULDN'T REACH AN AGREEMENT WITHOUT DAMASCUS?

A: WELL, T DON'T WANT TO DISMISS THE IMPORTANCE OF SYRIA 1IN THIS
DEVELOPMENT. AS I SAID, I BELIEVE THE BEST FOR ISRAEL AND THE ARABS
I5 COMPREHENSIVE PEACE WITH ALL THE THREE CHANNELS -- THE
JORDANIAN/PALESTINIANS, THE LEBANESE, AND THE SYRIANS.

I REALLY VIEW THAT THE PALESTINIAN CHANNEL AND THE SYRIAN ONE ARE THE
MOST DIFFICULT.
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I BELIEVE THAT FOR US, SYRIA IS THE STRATEGIC THREAT, AND THAT ON THE
OTHER HAND, THE PALESTINIANS ARE THE HEART OF THE PROBLEM. AND BOTH
OF THEM ARE THE MOST DIFFICULT ONES TO SOLVE. ONCE THERE IS PEACE
WITH THE PALESTINIANS AND WITH THE SYRIANS, IT WILL BE MUCH EASIER TO
SOLVE THE PROBLEMS WHICH ARE STILL THERE WITH THE JORDANIANS AND THE
LEBANESE.

(: ON SYRIA AND THE UNDERSTANDING ABOUT HIZBOLLAH LEADING TO THE
CEASEFIRE: IF THE AGREEMENT HERE HOLDS AND WOULDN'T RABIN BE ABLE TO
COME TO THE ISRAEL PUBLIC AND SAY, LOOK WE CAN DEAL WITH THE GOLAN
NOW, BECAUSE THE SYRIANS KEPT THEIR PART OF THE DEAL IN LEBANON.

A: UNDOUBTEDLY, SUCH AN AGREEMENT WILL INCREASE THE CREDIBILITY OF
PRESIDENT ASSAD IN HIS ABILITY TO DELIVER THE GOODS.

Q: DID SYRIA GET ANY ASSURANCES FROM ISRAEL WITH REGARDS TO THE PEACE
PROCESS.

A: NO, THE ANSWER IS NEGATIVE.

Q: DID THE INTERVENTION BY THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, DID IT HELP, OR
HINDER, OR DID IT MAKE NO DIFFERENCE.

A: WELL, I MUST ADMIT THAT, I WAS QUITE SURPRISED THAT IN THE
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE TWELVE, THE FORMAL DECLARATION, THE HIZBOLLAH WAS
NOT EVEN MENTIONED.

WE GOT MANY REACTIONS FROM THE WORLD. THERE WAS GENERAL UNDERSTANDING
TOWARDS WHAT WE DID. SOME OF THE REACTIONS REFERRED TO WHAT THEY
CALLED, THE 'DISPROPORTIONAL' REACTION OF ISRAEL TO WHAT HAPPENED, TO
WHAT WAS DONE BY HIZBOLLAH. THE ONLY REACTION WHICH DID NOT REFER
EVEN TO THE NAME OF THE HIZBOLLAH WAS THE REACTION OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITY. I CANNOT TELL YOU THAT IT CONTRIBUTED ANYTHING TO THE
SOLUTION WHICH WAS EVENTUALLY FOUND.

Q: YOU MENTIONED AT THE BEGINNING THE NEW CHANNEL THAT SEEMS TO HAVE
OPENED BETWEEN CHRISTOPHER, THE ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTER, THE
LEBANESE PRIME MINISTER, VARIOUS HIGH OFFICIALS. YOU SEE THIS
DEVELOPING IN THE DIRECTION OF AN OPEN CHANNEL FOR THE PEACE
NEGOTIATIONS SURPASSING, OR RATHER OVERRIDING, THE RATHER STERILE
LOW-LEVEL NEGOTIATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN GOING ON IN WASHINGTON?

A: MY ANSWER IS NEGATIVE. I BELIEVE THAT THE BEST WAY IS TO HAVE IT
IN A PARALLEL WAY. BOTH THE CHANNEL IN WASHINGTON, WHICH WILL GO ON
AND CONTINUE ON A BILATERAL WAY. AND ON THE OTHER HAND, SOME KIND OF
AN AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT, EITHER BY BRIDGING IDEAS OR BY SHUTTLE
DIPLOMACY IN THE AREA. I THINK THAT SUCH A COMBINATION IS THE BEST
ONE FOR THE PROGRESS OF THE PEACE PROGRESS.

Q: WHAT INFLUENCE, IF ANY, HAS THE SUPPOSED WEAKENING OF THE POWER OF
THE YASIR ARAFAT IN THE PLO TO DO WITH THE STRENGTHENING OF THE
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HIZBOLLAH AND OTHER EXTREME ORGANIZATIONS.

A: WELL, T CAN'T TELL YOU WHETHER THERE IS SUCH A VERY DIRECT LINE
BETWEEN THE WEAKENING OF ONE AND THE STRENGTHENING OF THE OTHER. OF
COURSE, IT IS EASIER FOR US TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE PALESTINIAN
LEADERSHIP, WITH THE PRAGMATIC PALESTINIAN LEADERSHIP, WHICH IS
GETTING ITS GUIDELINES FROM THE CIRCLE AROUND ARAFAT AND HE HIMSELF,
THAN SPEAKING WITH GROUPS WHICH ARE NOT READY EVEN TO NEGOTIATE, TO
LEGITIMIZE THE RIGHT OF ISRAEL TO EXIST. AND THOSE GROUPS ARE HAMAS,
HIZBOLLAH, AND SO FORTH.

50, IT IS NOT IN THE INTEREST OF ISRAEL THAT THE EXTREME ISLAMIC
GROUPS WILL BE STRONGER ON THE ACCOUNT OF THE MOST PRAGMATIC GROUPS
IN THE PALESTINIAN CAMP.

J: WHAT KIND OF GUARANTEE DO YOU HAVE THAT SYRIA AND LEBANON WILL
RETURN TO THE PEACE TABLE?

A: MY ONLY GUARANTEE IS THEIR NATIONAL INTERESTS. I AM SURE THAT IT
IS THE NATIONAL INTEREST OF LEBANON TO HAVE PEACE WITH ISRAEL. I AM
SURE THAT IS THE NATIONAL INTEREST OF SYRIA TO HAVE PEACE WITH
ISRAEL. AND I AM SURE THAT IT IS THE NATIONAL INTEREST OF ISRAEL TO
HAVE PEACE WITH BOTH OF THEM.

Q: HOW WILL WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN THE LAST FEW DAYS MAKE IT EASIER FOR
MR. CHRISTOPHER TO WORK AMONG THE PARTIES. IS IT BECAUSE THERE IS A
TRILATERAL AGREEMENT ON SOME KIND OF CEASEFIRE. IS THAT KIND OF A
BASIS, A PRECEDENT, A BEGINNING. COULD YOU PLEASE BE MORE SPECIFIC ON
HOW THIS AGREEMENT IS FACILITATING THE PEACE TALKS.

A: FIRST OF ALL IT IS AN IMPRESSION, MUCH MORE THAN A QUESTION OF
INFORMATION. WHAT HAPPENED IN THE LAST DAYS IS A VERY IMPORTANT
AMERICA EFFORT TO PUT AN END TO WHAT HAPPENED IN THE LAST WEEK IN
LEBANON. IT WAS A VERY SUCCESSFUL EFFORT. THE RELATIONSHIP, THE
TALKS, THE CHANNELS, WITH ALL PARTIES WERE SUCCESSFUL TOOD. COMING TO
THE AREA AFTER SUCH A SUCCESS, HAVING THE SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP
ALREADY WITH THE LEADERS OF THE REGION, I BELIEVE WILL FACILITATE THE
WAY FOR THE SECRETARY WHEN HE IS BEGINNING HIS SHUTTLE DIPLOMACY IN
THE MIDDLE EAST.

AND T AM VERY HAPPY HE IS COMING TODAY, NOT IN ORDER TO PUT AN END TO
FIRE, BUT IN ORDER TO BEGIN A NEW CHAPTER IN THE PEACE PROCESS.

Q: WAS THIS ONE OF THE AIMS OF THE OPERATION TO ENHANCE THE AMERICAN
INVOLVEMENT?

A: NOT AT ALL. I CAN ASSURE THAT THAT WAS NOT THE AIM. THE ONLY AIM
WAS TO STOP THE KATYUSHAS AND HERE WE ACHIEVED A VERY BIG SUCCESS.

BUT ONE CANNOT DISMISS THE FACT THAT ONE OF THE RESULTS OF THIS
OPERATION WAS THE AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT. AND THAT WAS A VERY POSITIVE
RESULT, AND IT IS CONDUCIVE I HOPE TO ANOTHER KIND OF INVOLVEMENT
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TOWARDS PEACE.
Q: WAS ASSAD HANDED ANY PRIZES AS A RESULT OF THIS WHOLE OPERATION?

A: 1 HEARD LATELY FAISAL HUSSEIN SAYING IN AN INTERVIEW THAT THE
'ZERO-SUM GAME' BETWEEN THE ARABS AND ISRAEL IS OVER. AND I BELIEVE
THAT HE IS RIGHT. IT IS TRUE IN SPEAKING ABOUT THE PALESTINIANS, AND
IT IS NOT WRONG IN SPEAKING ABOUT THE LEBANESE OR THE SYRIANS. THE
FACT THAT WE GAVE HIM A PRESENT, IF YOU WANT, IS NOT NECESSARILY
SOMETHING THAT WE HAVE TO REGRET.

IF IN A WAY, HE PROVED THAT HE COULD DELIVER THE GOODS, IT IS NOT
CONTRARY TO OUR NATIONAL INTERESTS, THE OTHER WAY AROUND.

Q: WILL THE U.S. TAKE SYRIA OFF THE LIST OF THE COUTRIES THAT SUPPORT
TERRORISM?

A: T DON'T KNOW ABOUT IT. I KNOW THAT HE WANTS IT VERY MUCH, AND I'M
SURE THAT WHEN THE SECRETARY IS HERE IN A COUPLE OF DAYS, WE WILL BE
ABLE TO ASK HIM THIS QUESTION.

Q: IF KATYUSHAS LAND IN THE SECURITY ZONE, IS THAT A VIOLATION OF THE
UNDERSTANDING?

A: AS YOU KNOW, THE AGREEMENT IS ACTUALLY AN UNDERSTANDING. IT IS NOT
SIGNED, IT IS NOT WRITTEN, WE DO NOT HAVE MANY ARTICLES AND PAPERS.

WHAT I CAN TELL YOU IS ONE THING. AS I SAID, THE WHOLE OPERATION WAS
LAUNCHED IN ORDER TO PUT AN END TO KATYUSHAS SHOT TO THE GALILEE, TO
THE NORTHERN PART OF ISRAEL, THAT WAS ACHIEVED. WE ARE SPEAKING ABOUT
KATYUSHAS AGAINST ISRAEL.

Q: WAS THE U.S. INVOLVEMENT INVITED BEFORE THE OPERATION?

A: SOMETIMES AFTER STRIKES, THE STRIKERS SAY 'WE COULD HAVE GOTTEN
THE SAME RAISE WITHOUT THE STRIKE, WE WANTED IT BEFORE THEN, HAD YOU
GIVEN US THIS RAISE, WE COULD HAVE PREVENTED SUCH A STRIKE'.
NEVERTHELESS THERE ARE STRIKES IN THIS WORLD.

Q: (ON THE AIMS OF THE OPERATION)

A: THE OPERATION WAS LAUNCHED IN ORDER TO PREVENT THOSE KATYUSHAS ON
THE GALILEE. AND THAT IS WHAT WE ACHIEVED. I DID NOT REFER TO OTHER
THINGS. I DID NOT SAY THAT THERE WAS SOME OTHER KIND OF AGREEMENT.

Q: (INAUDIBLE)

A: 1 DO NOT BELIEVE THAT OUR SOLDIERS SHOULD BE THEIR SITTING DUCKS.
AND 1 AM NOT SAYING THAT THERE IS AN AGREEMENT BEYOND THE QUESTION OF
KATYUSHAS ON ISRAEL.

Q: HOW CAN THE SYRIAN TRACK BE SPECIFICALLY BE PURSUED?
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A: FIRST OF ALL, ABOUT THE SYRIAN TRACK, I WOULD LIKE TO BE VERY
CLEAR ABOUT IT. IT IS5 NOT THAT SOMEBODY IS PREPARING NOW A SYRIAN
TRACK RATHER THAN A PALESTINIAN ONE OR SOMETHING THAT. IF THERE IS AN
OPENING TOMORROW WITH THE PALESTINIANS, THAT WOULD BE PERHAPS THE
MOST IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT IN THE PEACE PROCESS. REGRETFULLY, TODAY I
CANNOT POINT AT SUCH A DEVELOPMENT.

ON THE OTHER HAND, WITH SYRIA, THE PROSPECT AND THE PROBLEMS ARE
CLEARER, AND I REFER TO THE PROBLEM WITH THE SYRIANS. IT IS THE
'APRES-VOUS' SYNDROME. HERE, A THIRD PARTY LIKE THE AMERICANS CAN
HELP BOTH OF US IN UNDERSTANDING BETTER THE INHIBITIONS ON BOTH
SIDES, AND THE WAY TO SOLVE IT.

IT IS DIFFICULT, BECAUSE WHENEVER WE SAY TELL US SOMETHING ABOUT THE
PEACE YOU ARE ENVISAGING, THE SYRIANS TELL US, 0K, BUT TELL US
EXACTLY WHERE ARE YOU GOING TO WITHDRAW FROM. AND THAT IS THE PROBLEM
WE ARE HAVING ACTUALLY SINCE OCTOBER 1992, WHEN THE LAST BREAKTHROUGH
HAPPENED.

NOW, ABOUT THE COMPETITION YOU REFERRED TO BEFORE, WHO WILL BE NICER
TO ASSAD. I AM GLAD THAT YOU ASKED THIS QUESTION. BECAUSE, FOR ME IT
IS5 ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE CURRENT
GOVERNMENT AND THE PREVIOUS ONE.

FOR THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT, THE WHOLE ARAB WORLD WAS ONE BIG ENEMY
OF ISRAEL. WE DO NOT SEE THE ARAB WORLD THE SAME WAY. WE DO
DISTINGUISH BETWEEN PRAGMATIC LEADERS. I DO NOT BELIEVE, BY THE WAY,
THAT ASSAD IS A MODERATE LEADER. BUT I BELIEVE THAT HE IS A VERY
PRAGMATIC LEADER WHO UNDERSTANDS THAT THERE IS NOT ANYMORE THE SOVIET
UNION WHO CAN SUPPORT HIM; THAT HE HAS TO COMPLY WITH THE WEST, WITH
THE UNITED STATES; THAT HIS DREAM ABOUT THE STRATEGIC BALANCE WITH
ISRAEL IS OVER; AND IN ORDER TO BETTER THE SITUATION OF HIS OWN
COUNTRY, IT IS MUCH BETTER FOR HIM TO MAKE PEACE WITH ISRAEL. THAT IS
MY BELIEF, MAYBE I AM NAIVE, MAYBE MY PARTY IS NAIVE, MAYBE MY
GOVERNMENT IS NAIVE. BUT THIS IS OUR BELIEF.

WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT WE CAN TALK TO MANY PALESTINIANS ON THE WEST
BANK, AND GAZA, AND OUTSIDE, WHO WOULD LIKE TO HAVE PEACE WITH US,
AND WHO BELIEVE THAT FOR THEM, THE BEST SOLUTION IS HAVING PEACE WITH
ISRAEL.

BECAUSE IT IS NOT JUST BY OCCURRENCE THAT WE OPENED THE MULTILATERAL
TALKS TO PALESTINIANS IN THE DIASPORA, AND NOT ONLY TO PALESTINIANS
FROM THE WEST BANK AND GAZA. IT IS NOT JUST BE OCCURRENCE THAT FAISAL
HUSSEINI BECAME OUR COUNTERPART IN WASHINGTON; IT DID NOT HAPPEN IN
THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT. AND FOR THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT, FAISAL
HUSSEINI WAS THE BIGGEST ENEMY. IT IS NOT THE CASE FOR OUR
GOVERNMENT. WE BELIEVE THAT HE IS A TOUGH PERSON, HE HAS HIS
INTERESTS. BUT HE UNDERSTANDS TOO THAT ONE OF THE INTERESTS OF THE
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE IS TO RECONCILE WITH ISRAEL, TO MAKE PEACE WITH
ISRAEL.
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AND THAT IS WHY I AM NOT REGRETTING THIS PHENOMENA OF SPEAKING ABOUT
THEM LIKE HUMAN BEINGS, AND NOT JUST LIKE ABSTRACT ENEMIES OF
ISRAEL.

IT WAS VERY IMPORTANT FOR US TO STRESS WHAT THE PRIME MINISTER SAID
MANY TIMES: WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE WHOLE WORLD IS AGAINST US. AND
I CAN ADD TO IT: WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE WHOLE ARAB WORLD IS
AGAINST US.

Q: (INAUDIBLE -- ABOUT ARAFAT)

A: 1 THINK THAT THE WHOLE QUESTION ABOUT ISRAEL AND THE PLO IS A
QUESTION OF YESTERDAY. IT IS ALMOST EXACTLY LIKE ASKING US WHETHER WE
WERE READY TO WITHDRAW FROM THE SINAI PENINSULA IN ORDER TO HAVE
PEACE.

WHAT IS HAPPENING TODAY, INCLUDING THE INCLUSION OF FAISAL HUSSEINI
IN THE TALKS: INCLUDING THE INCLUSION OF THE PALESTINIANS FROM THE
DIASPORA IN THE MULTILATERAL TALKS. ALL THOSE CHANGES WHICH TOOK
PLACE JUST IN THE LAST YEAR, ARE A VERY IMPORTANT INDICATION OF OUR
PRAGMATISM VIS A VIS THE PALESTINIAN NEGOTIATORS.

Q: WHEN CHRISTOPHER GOES TO DAMASCUS, HE WILL ASK THEM TO EXPLAIN
WHAT THEY MEAN BY PEACE. DID YOU EVER EXPLAIN TO THE AMERICANS WHAT
YOU MEAN BY 'COMING DOWN FROM THE GOLAN'?

A: WE HAD MANY TALKS WITH THE AMERICANS. WE NEVER SHOWED THEM A MAP
WITH A 'RED LINE'. 1 BELIEVE WE WILL HAVE TO DO THAT WHEN WE BELIEVE
THAT THE TIME COMES; WHEN WE BELIEVE THAT WE ARE ON THE VERGE OF
MAKING PEACE WITH SYRIA.

THE MOMENT OF TRUTH HAS NOT COME, BUT IF IT COMES, AND I HOPE THAT IT
WILL COME VERY SOON, WE WILL HAVE TO DO WHAT EXACTLY WHAT WE SAY.

nTWPN HAR - YT npbmn
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BRIEFING BY FOREIGN MINISTER SHIMON PERES
JULY 30, 1993

THE OPERATION IN LEBANON IS NOT A WAR, AND WE DO NOT INTEND TO CARRY
IT INTO A WAR. IT IS AN OPERATION OF A LIMITED PURPOSE, AND THE
MINUTE THE HIZBULLAH WILL STOP SHELLING THE NORTHERN PART OF ISRAEL,
THE OPERATION WILL BE OVER.

WE WERE ASKING OURSELVES: WHO CAN BRING AN END TO THE ROCKETING OF
THE NORTHERN PART OF THE COUNTRY - AND AS A MATTER OF FACT, THE
PARTIES THAT CAN BRING AN END ARE THE SYRIANS AND THE LEBANESE. THE
SYRIANS, BECAUSE THEY HAVE 30,000 SOLDIERS 1IN LEBANON ITSELF, ON
LEBANESE SOIL, AND BECAUSE, TO SAY THE LEAST, THEY ARE THE ADVISER,
POLITICALLY AND MILITARILY, TO THE LEBANESE AUTHORITIES. THEN AGAIN,
THE LEBANESE THEMSELVES HAVE AN ARMY. THEY WERE ABLE TO DISARM MANY
OF THE TERRORIST GROUPS THAT WERE OPERATING SEPARATELY IN LEBANON,
BUT UNTIL NOW THEY HAVE REFUSED TO DISARM OR TO CONTROL THE ACTS OF
HIZBULLAH IN LEBANON ITSELF.

I WISH THEY WOULD STOP THOSE ACTS WITHOUT ANY ISRAELI INTERFERENCE.
BUT THAT IS NOT THE CASE, AND WE WERE LEFT, IN MY JUDGMENT, WITHOUT A
CHOICE BUT TO TRY AND IMPRESS THEM WITH THE NEED THAT THERE WON'T BE
PEOPLE IN SHELTERS, NEITHER NORTH OF THE ISRAELI BORDER NOR SOUTH OF
THE ISRAELI BORDER, AND THAT NO INNOCENT PEOPLE WILL BE HIT AND NO
HOUSES WILL BE DAMAGED.

IT IS OUR HOPE THAT REASON WILL COME BACK TO LEBANON, THE SOONER THE
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BETTER, AND THE MINUTE IT WILL HAPPEN I DO BELIEVE THAT ALL THE
VILLAGES, ALL THE DWELLERS OF THE VILLAGES, ALL THE PEOPLE WILL BE
ABLE TO RETURN BACK HOME, ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BORDER, AND ENJOY
AGAIN A NORMAL LIFE AND A PEACEFUL ENVIRONMENT.

Q: CAN YOU DESCRIBE FOR US THE CONTACTS IN THE LAST DAY OR 50 WITH
THE SECRETARY OF STATE, AND DISCUSSION OF A POSSIBLE CEASEFIRE? WHAT
ARE ISRAEL'S GOALS? WHAT DOES IT WANT FROM THE PARTIES IN ORDER TO
STOP?

A: THE ISRAELI GOAL IS VERY CLEAR AND VERY SIMPLE, AND THAT IS TO PUT
AN END TO THE SHELLING, IN FACT AND IN PROMISE. THE UNITED STATES IS
TRYING TO BRING AN END TO THIS CONFRONTATION, TO THE SUFFERING OF THE
PEOPLE, THE UNNECESSARY SUFFERING OF THE PEOPLE, AND I HOPE THE
UNITED STATES WILL BE SUCCESSFUL IN ITS ENDEAVORS.

): HAS ISRAEL ASKED THE UNITED STATES TO GET SOME KIND OF SECURITY
GUARANTEES, SOMETHING IN WRITING FROM SYRIA OR LEBANON? IS THAT KIND
OF DISCUSSION GOING ON?

A: I THINK THE COMBINATION OF CEASING THE FIRE AND DECLARING THAT
THEY WON'T RETURN TO THE NEW RULES THAT THE HIZBULLAH HAS INTRODUCED
TO THE NORTHERN PART OF THE COUNTRY - THIS WILL BE THE BONES OF THE
AGREEMENT .

Q: DO YOU HAVE A TIME FRAME HERE? DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA WHEN THIS
ARRANGEMENT YOU JUST DESCRIBED MIGHT TAKE EFFECT?

A: A5 FAR AS ISRAEL IS CONCERNED, WE ARE READY TO DO IT EVERY DAY.
(: DO YOU HAVE AN INDICATION THE OTHER SIDE IS WILLING TO ACCEPT IT?
A: WE DON'T HAVE A CLEAR ENOUGH INDICATION.

Q: THE LARGER QUESTION I WISH TO ASK IS ONE OF PROPORTIONALITY.
PEOPLE ARE ASKING HOW IT IS THAT AFTER 150 KATYUSHA ROCKETS, ISRAEL
IS RESPONDING WITH 22,000 ARTILLERY SHELLS, 1,000 AIR FORCE SORTIES,
AND THIS KIND OF THING, AND HOW YOU CAN EXPLAIN TO THE PEOPLE WHO ARE
WONDERING WHY ONE DESERVES THE OTHER?

A: MOST OF THE SHELLS WERE NOT AIMED AGAINST BUILDINGS OR
FORTIFICATIONS, AND SURELY NOT AGAINST PEOPLE. THEY WERE USUALLY
AIMED IN THE VICINITIES OF THE VILLAGES, ON THE OUTSKIRTS, OR AGAINST
BUILDINGS THAT WE WERE SURE THAT THEY HOUSE SOME HIZBULLAH PEOPLE OR
SOME TERRORIST ACTS. I THINK MOST OF THE SHELLS FALL 1IN THE OPEN
FIELD WITHOUT CAUSING ANY DAMAGE.

Q: WHAT EFFECT IS THIS GOING TO HAVE ON MR. CHRISTOPHER COMING TO THE
REGION, AND, IF HE DOES COME, IS HE GOING TO END UP SPENDING HIS TIME
CONCENTRATING ON A CEASEFIRE RATHER THAN ON THE PREVIOUS ISSUES WITH
THE PEACE TALKS?
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A: I KNOW IT IS A LITTLE BIT DIFFICULT TO SAY, BUT THIS IS THE TRUTH:
SILENCING THE GUNS OF THE HIZBULLAH IS PART OF THE PEACE PROCESS.
BECAUSE, LET'S FACE IT, THE HIZBULLAH, BY ORDERS OR INSPIRATION FROM
TEHERAN, ARE TRYING TO PUT AN END TO THE PEACE PROCESS. AND WHILE
TRYING TO OPEN THE ROAD TO A REAL PEACE PROCESS, WE HAVE TO DO TWO
THINGS: TO CONVINCE THE PARTIES WHICH ARE WILLING TO MAKE PEACE AND
TO SILENCE THE GUNS OF THE PARTIES WHO ARE TRYING TO PUT AN END TO
THE PEACE PROCESS. FOR THE TIME BEING, THERE IS NOBODY AROUND THAT
CAN REALLY PUT AN END TO THE THREAT OF AN ARMED OPPOSITION - HERE BY
HAMAS, IN LEBANON BY HIZBULLAH - BOTH OF THEM BEING INSTRUCTED OR
INSPIRED BY TEHERAN.

Q: ON ONE HAND YOU ARE NEGOTIATING PEACE WITH THE SYRIANS 1IN
WASHINGTON. ON THE OTHER HAND YOU ARE TODAY CALLING FOR NEGOTIATING
ON A CEASEFIRE WITH THE LEBANESE AND THE SYRIANS IN LEBANON. DON'T
YOU THINK YOU PUT YOURSELF IN TWO PARALLEL ROADS THAT WILL COMPLICATE
THE SITUATION?

A: WE ARE NEGOTIATING WITH THE SYRIANS AND LEBANON ABOUT THE GOLAN
HEIGHTS AND ABOUT PEACE AND ABOUT SECURITY. NOW, IT SO HAPPENED THAT
SYRIA IS IN LEBANON, EXTENDING ACTUALLY THE MANDATE THAT THEY GOT.
ACCORDING TO THE TAIF AGREEMENT, THEY ARE SUPPOSED ALREADY TO LEAVE
MANY PART OF LEBANON, YET THEY ARE THERE. WE CANNOT IGNORE THE FACT
THAT THERE IS A MILITARY SYRIAN PRESENCE IN LEBANON, AND THERE IS A
POLITICAL SYRIAN INTERFERENCE IN THE LEBANESE POLITICS. SO WE REALLY
HAVE TO NEGOTIATE ON TWO DIFFERENT FRONTS, UNDER TWO DIFFERENT SETS
OF CIRCUMSTANCES.

Q: T WONDER IF YOU THINK IT'S POSSIBLE THAT MR. CHRISTOPHER WILL BE
ABLE TO ARRANGE A CEASEFIRE FROM WASHINGTON BEFORE HE COMES TO THE
REGION, OR WHETHER YOU THINK THIS CONFLICT WILL STILL BE GOING ON BY
TUESDAY WHEN HE'S DUE TO ARRIVE?

A: T THINK IT IS WORTHWHILE TRYING TO ENABLE MR. CHRISTOPHER, WHEN HE
COMES HERE, TO GO STRAIGHT AND RENEW THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR PEACE. SO
AS FAR AS WE ARE READY, WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE END OF THE
OPERATION IN LEBANON AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, EVEN BEFORE THE VISIT OF
MR. CHRISTOPHER. BUT AS YOU KNOW, IT DOESN'T DEPEND ENTIRELY UPON US.

Q: IS IT TRUE THAT IN THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE LEBANESE IN
WASHINGTON, YOU HAVE BEEN OFFERING THEM AN OPPORTUNITY TO TRY TO TAKE
OVER PART OF THE SECURITY ZONE AND THEY HAVE, UNDER SYRIAN VETO IT
SEEMS TO YOU, BEEN REJECTING SUCH OFFERS?

A: WHAT WE WERE TELLING THE LEBANESE, IS THAT WE ARE READY AND
WILLING TO WITHDRAW FROM LEBANON, THAT WE ARE READY TO IMPLEMENT THE
U.N. RESOLUTION CONCERNING THAT POINT, THAT WE DO NOT HAVE ANY
AMBITIONS AS FAR AS LEBANESE LAND OR POLITICS ARE CONCERNED. OUR ONLY
CONCERN IS REALLY THE MILITARY SECURITY, AND FOR THAT PURPOSE WE TOLD
THE LEBANESE: LET'S HAVE EXPERTS, MILITARY EXPERTS, FROM YOUR SIDE
AND FROM OUR SIDE. LET THE TWO GROUPS CHECK WHAT WILL BE THE BEST
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PARAMETERS FOR YOU AND FOR US TO GUARANTEE TRANQUILITY ON BOTH SIDES
OF THE FRONTIER. WE HAVE SUGGESTED A MEETING OF MILITARY GROUPS TO
REALLY EMPHASIZE THAT WE DO NOT HAVE POLITICAL DISAGREEMENTS - THAT'S
NOT THE POINT.

THE LEBANESE HAVE TODAY A CHANCE TO SHOW THAT THEY ARE IN CONTROL OF
THEIR COUNTRY. AS FAR AS WE ARE CONCERNED, WE ARE AWARE THAT THERE IS
A NEW PRIME MINISTER IN LEBANON, MR. HARIRI, THAT WANTS TO RESTORE
THE LEBANESE ECONOMY, AND WE BLESS HIM WITH ALL SUCCESS. WE WOULD
LIKE TO SEE A FLOURISHING LEBANON. LET'S FACE IT - FOR YEARS AND
YEARS WE WERE LIVING 1IN PEACEFUL RELATIONS, DE FACTO, WITH THE
LEBANESE. LEBANON WAS PROSPEROUS AND QUIET. IT WASN'T A LEBANESE
INITIATIVE TO DISTURB THIS RELATIONSHIP OR THE BALANCE BETWEEN US AND
THEM. ITS WAS A FOREIGN INTERVENTION - AT THE BEGINNING BY THE PLO
WHO STARTED ALL THE TROUBLES, AND NOW BY THE HIZBULLAH WHICH IS AGAIN
ACTING UPON ORDERS FROM ABROAD. IT IS A FOREIGN INTERVENTION.

WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE LEBANON RETURN TO HERSELF, RETURNING TO THE
RELATIONS WHICH EXISTED BETWEEN US AND THEM. THAT IS OUR BASIC
INTEREST AND BASIC DESIRE. WE HAVE NOTHING AGAINST THE COUNTRY OR
AGAINST THE PEOPLE.

Q: HOW HAVE THEY RESPONDED, AND, AS FAR AS YOU CAN TELL, ARE THEY
UNABLE TO RESPOND HONESTLY? SECONDLY, IF IN FACT YOUR GOAL IS TO SEE
A STRONG INDEPENDENCE LEBANON, IT'S HARD FOR AN OUTSIDER TO BELIEVE
THAT WHAT'S BEEN GOING ON THIS WEEK WILL ADD TO THAT.

A: ON THE FIRST QUESTION, I'M NOT SURE THAT THE RESPONSE WE GOT FROM
THE LEBANESE WAS A PURE LEBANESE RESPONSE. WE COULD HAVE SEEN FINGERS
OF ANOTHER COUNTRY MAKING THE DOCUMENT WHICH CONSISTED OF THEIR
ANSWER TO OUR SUGGESTION.

(: THEY SAID 'NO'? WAS THAT THEIR RESPONSE?

A: THEY SAY 'NO' TO THIS PARTICULAR PROPOSAL, AND THEY WEREN'T ABLE
TO SUGGEST AN ALTERNATIVE FOR THE TIME BEING. WE DIDN'T INTERRUPT THE
NEGOTIATIONS, WE SHALL CONTINUE.

WHAT'S HAPPENING NOW IS NOT AN [INVITATION BY ISRAEL. WE WEREN'T
LOOKING FOR IT. FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW, AS THINGS DID HAPPEN, ON
THURSDAY MORNING A WEEK AGO, FOR NO REASON AND WITHOUT  ANY
PROVOCATION, THE HIZBULLAH ATTACKED TWO POSITIONS HELD BY THE
SOUTHERN LEBANESE ARMY AND THEY ACTUALLY OVERPOWERED ONE OF THE
POSITIONS. IT WAS DURING DAYLIGHT, AND WE DIDN'T SEE ANY REASON FOR
THEM DOING IT. THEN THE FOLLOWING NIGHT, THEY FIRED KATYUSHAS AGAINST
THE GALILEE, AND AGAIN WITHOUT ANY PROVOCATION, WHICH SHOWS THAT THIS
WAS, IF YOU WANT, A CHALLENGE TO THE PEACE PROCESS AND A DEPARTURE
FROM THE EXISTING RULES OF THE GAME THAT DID PREVAIL BETWEEN THEM AND
US FOR QUITE A LONG TIME.

Q: YOU SAID YOU'RE INTERESTED IN THE FUTURE OF LEBANON AND 1IN THEIR
REBUILDING, BUT ISN'T SENDING S0 MANY REFUGEES UP INTO BEIRUT AND UP
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A: THE WAY WE HANDLED THE SITUATION WAS TO TAKE A LIMITED ACTION, AND
HINTING TO THE LEBANESE: PLEASE TAKE OVER. IT DIDN'T START BY US
GOING AND WARNING THE VILLAGES, BUT REALLY BY HITTING SOME POSITIONS
THAT WE WERE AWARE OF, THAT THEY ARE MANNED EITHER BY HIZBULLAH OR
OTHER TERRORIST GROUPS. AND THEN WE WAITED. THERE WAS NO REACTION ON
THE PART OF LEBANON OR SYRIA. THEN, THE SECOND ACT, AGAIN, WAS TO HIT
HOUSES THAT WE WERE SURE ARE RESIDENCES OF HIZBULLAH LEADERS. AND
AGAIN WE DID IT, AND WE WAITED. AGAIN, NO REACTION FROM THE LEBANESE
SIDE. THEN SHELLS WERE AIMED TO THE OUTSKIRTS OF VILLAGES WITHOUT
HITTING PEOPLE AND WITHOUT HITTING BUILDINGS, AND AGAIN WE WAITED. SO
WE GAVE TIME AND OPPORTUNITY AND SIGNALS TO THE LEBANESE: PLEASE STOP
THE SHELLING OF KATYUSHAS ON THE GALILEE. AND THAT WAS OUR ONLY
MESSAGE. NO REACTION AND NO ATTEMPT TO BRING AN END TO THE SHELLING.

Q: YESTERDAY THE IDF REINFORCED TANK UNITS AND SENT INFANTRY UNITS UP
TO SOUTH LEBANON. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THAT TROOP REINFORCEMENT,
AND DOES IT CONTRADICT THE FACT THAT SOME SORT OF CEASEFIRE IS BEING
WORKED ON RIGHT NOW?

A: 1 SAW THE REPORT, I DIDN'T SEE THE TROOPS.
Q: THERE WERE PICTURES ON ISRAEL TELEVISION LAST NIGHT.

A: THERE WERE PICTURES OF TANKS MOVING, BUT NOT NECESSARILY AT THE
PLACES THAT WERE MENTIONED, SO I WOULDN'T TAKE IT AS A CHANGE IN THE
SITUATION. I WOULD TAKE IT AS A CHANGE IN THE REPORTS.

Q: AND THE FACT THAT YOU'RE REINFORCING THE TANK UNITS?

A: NDO, I DON'T THINK THERE WERE ANY ATTEMPT ON THE ISRAELI SIDE TO
INTERVENE IN THE WAY THAT MAY LEAD TO A GROUND CONFRONTATION. NOTHING
WHATSOEVER.

Q: HAS THEIR BEEN ANY SUGGESTION AS TO THE SYRIANS IN THE CURRENT
CONFLICT IN LEBANON, THAT IF THEY REIN IN HIZBULLAH, ISRAEL WILL BE
MORE FLEXIBLE IN THE GOLAN HEIGHTS, IN CONCEDING TERRITORY THERE?

A: T DON'T THINK THAT THIS HAPPENED ON OUR PART, AND I'M NOT SO SURE
THAT THIS WILL BE OF ANY HELP, BECAUSE 'FLEXIBILITY' IS TOO FLEXIBLE
AN EXPRESSION IN THE PRESENT NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN SYRIA  AND
OURSELVES. WE HAVE TO COME TO MORE CLEAR TERMS.

Q: THE WHOLE STRATEGY OF THIS ACTION IN SOUTHERN LEBANON IS ToO
PRESSURE THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT, WHICH IS WIDELY SEEN IN THE ARAB
WORLD AND PROBABLY BY YOU AS WELL AS A CLIENT STATE OF SYRIA. SYRIA
ITSELF IS UNDER THE THUMB OF IRAN. IT'S ALL GOING BACK TO TEHERAN, IN
THE END, WHICH IS THE POWER THAT CAN OR CANNOT REIN IN HIZBULLAH. THE
IRANIANS, EVEN WITHIN IRAN, HAVE SHOWN A FAIRLY CALLOUS DISREGARD FOR
WHAT HAPPENS TO THEIR OWN CITIZENS. WHAT MAKES YOU THINK THAT THE
IRANIANS ARE GOING TO HEAR THE CRIES OF THE LEBANESE, WHO ARE A
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CLIENT STATE OF THE SYRIANS, WHO IN SOME WAYS ARE A CLIENT STATE OF
IRAN, AND IF THE HIZBULLAH DOES NOT STOP, ARE WE JUST GOING TO SEE
THIS CONSTANT SORT OF EXCHANGE OF ARTILLERY FIRE FOR A PROLONGED
PERIOD OF TIME?

A: OUR ASSUMPTION IS THAT IT WILL BEAR FRUIT, OTHERWISE WE WOULDN'T
DO IT. WHEN IT COMES TO THE IRANIAN ROLE, WHEN THEY WANT TO SEND MORE
ARMS, AND MAYBE THE HIZBULLAH IS ASKING FOR MORE ARMS, THE TRAFFIC OF
ARMS PASSES THROUGH SYRIA, AND SYRIA CAN DECIDE WHETHER TO PERMIT OR
NOT TO PERMIT AN ADDED SHIPMENT OF ARMS. THEN, AS I HAVE SAID, THE
SYRIANS HAVE THEIR ARMY IN LEBANON, THEY HAVE THEIR INTELLIGENCE
SERVICE, THEY HAVE THEIR CONTACTS, THEY KNOW THE RIGHT PEOPLE, AND IF
THEY WILL BE INTERESTED THEY CAN DO IT.

WE ESTIMATE, FRANKLY, THAT THE SYRIANS WORKED QUITE HARD TO ENABLE
MR. HARIRI TO BECOME PRIME MINISTER OF LEBANON AND TURN TO THE
ECONOMIC SIDE OF LEBANON, WHICH WE APPRECIATE, WE ARE FOR IT. AND I
CAN HARDLY SEE HOW WOULD THE SYRIANS PARTICIPATE IN ENDANGERING THE
EFFORT TO RESTORE THE LEBANESE LIFE AND THE LEBANESE TRANQUILITY AND
THE LEBANESE ECONOMY. SO WE BELIEVE THERE IS, ALL TOLD, A REAL SYRIAN
INTEREST IN IT.

Q: THEN YOU BELIEVE THE SYRIANS HAVE ENOUGH POLITICAL CLOUT 1IN
TEHERAN TO DO THAT?

A: NOT IN TEHERAN, IN LEBANON.

Q: IF IT DOESN'T WORK, CAN WE KEEP GETTING A FEW KATYUSHAS COMING IN
AND NEVER STOP, SO WILL THIS THING JUST RUN ON FOR WEEKS AND WEEKS?

A: FOR THE TIME BEING, WE HAVE THE LIMITED PURPOSE WITH THE LIMITED
MEANS, AND WE REGRET THAT THE MESSAGE IS NOT BEING TAKEN IMMEDIATELY
AND SAVING TIME AND TROUBLES AND SUFFERING.

Q: WILL ISRAEL UNDER ANY CONDITIONS TRY TO CREATE A NO-MAN'S LAND OR
BUFFER ZONE NORTH OF WHAT YOU CALL THE SECURITY ZONE?

A: NO.
Q: NOT UNDER ANY CONDITION?

A: NO. WE ARE CONSIDERING DIFFERENT ALTERNATIVES. ONE OF THE
ALTERNATIVES WAS REALLY TO EXPAND THE SECURITY ZONE, AND WE HAVE
DECIDED CLEARLY AGAINST IT; OR TO USE GROUND FORCES - AGAIN, WE HAVE
DECIDED AGAINST IT, BECAUSE BASICALLY WE WOULDN'T LIKE TO CAUSE ANY
CASUALTIES IN HUMAN LIFE OR IN HOUSES OR ANY SUFFERING TO THE PEOPLE,
NEITHER ON THEIR SIDE NOR ON OUR SIDE.

{: BUT JUST WITH YOU ARTILLERY FIRE YOU COULD CREATE A NO-MAN'S LAND
WHERE NOBODY IS ALLOWED TO COME INTO A CERTAIN RANGE. IS THAT UNDER
CONSIDERATION?
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A: THAT'S FOR A VERY SHORT WHILE, BECAUSE THE MINUTE THE KATYUSHAS
WILL STOP, I'M SURE THAT ALL THE VILLAGERS WILL GO BACK HOME.

Q: BUT YOU WILL NOT ALLOW ANY VILLAGERS TO COME BACK HOME UNTIL THE
KATYUSHAS ARE COMPLETELY STOPPED?

A: WE SHALL TRY TO SEE THE PRESSURE ATTAIN TRANQUILITY IN THE
NORTHERN PART OF ISRAEL AS WELL, YES.

Q: IN DESCRIBING SYRIA'S INTEREST IN SEEING A STABLE LEBANON, ISN'T
IT ALSO TRUE THOUGH THAT SYRIA HAD A FUNDAMENTAL INTEREST IN ALLOWING
HIZBULLAH TO CONDUCT THIS SORT OF CAMPAIGN IN THE NORTH? IT'S BEEN
SAID THAT ASSAD WAS CONDUCTING AN INTIFADA IN THE NORTH TO PRESSURE
ISRAEL IN THE PEACE TALKS. WHAT HAS CHANGED IN THAT EQUATION?

A: WHY SHOULD THEY PRESSURE ISRAEL? ISRAEL IS NEGOTIATING WITH SYRIA.
I DO NOT THINK THAT THIS WILL CHANGE THE BASIC ISRAELI POSITION, OR
THE BASIC SYRIAN POSITION. I THINK IT'S AN EXERCISE IN VAIN. I THINK
ALL OF US MUST BE VERY SERIOUS, AND THE AGENDA WHICH EXISTS TODAY
BETWEEN SYRIA AND ISRAEL I5 CLEAR TO THEM AND CLEAR TO US. WE FEEL
THAT THEY ARE SLOW IN TRYING TO MAKE ENDS MEET, AND WE ARE TRYING TO
ANALYZE WHY ARE THEY SLOW. THE EGYPTIANS, FOR EXAMPLE, ARE CLAIMING
THAT THEY ARE SLOW BECAUSE THEY WANT TO PREPARE THEIR PUBLIC OPINION.
MAYBE. MAYBE THEY ALS0 FALL IN LOVE 50 MUCH WITH THE NEGOTIATIONS
THAT DON'T WANT TO STOP IT. AND MAYBE ALSO IT'S A TACTICAL
BARGAINING, NAMELY THEY WANT TO GAIN, BEFORE THE MNEGOTIATIONS, AS
MUCH AS THEY CAN, WHEN IN THE NEGOTIATIONS THEMSELVES. MAYBE ONE OF
THE THREE, MAYBE ALL THE THREE.

Q: HIZBULLAH HAS BEEN CARRYING OUT ATTACKS AGAINST THE ISRAELI ARMY
IN LEBANON SINCE 1985, AND FROM TIME TO TIME ISRAEL HAS BEEN
RESOPNDING TO THESE ATTACKS, BUT NEVER DEMANDED ANY CONDITIONS TO
STOP THESE OPERATIONS. WHY THIS TIME IS ISRAEL MAKING SUCH A
CONDITION, AT A TIME WHEN THERE IS ALL THIS TALK ABOUT THE PEACE
PROCESS?

A: THERE WAS A CODE OF BEHAVIOR - AN UNWRITTEN CODE OF BEHAVIOR -
THAT THE TWO PARTIES WERE AWARE OF. WE FEEL THAT THE HIZBULLAH
DEPARTED FROM THE CODE OF BEHAVIOR BY ATTACKING POSITIONS IN THE
SECURITY ZONE WITHOUT ANY REASON OR PROVOCATION, AND BY SHELLING
ISRAELI VILLAGELS, AGAIN WITHOUT ANY REASON OR PROVOCATION. THERE
WERE RULES OF THE GAME THAT WERE KNOWN TO THEM, KNOWN TO US. THE
PARTIES BASICALLY RESPECTED IT, AND HERE WE DID SEE FOR THE FIRST
TIME A CLEAR DEPARTURE FROM IT. WE ARE ALSO SENSITIVE TO THE TIME
ELEMENT, WHEN HIZBULLAH DECIDED UPON SUCH A DEPARTURE. OUR IMPRESSION
IS THAT THEY DID IT BECAUSE OF THE RENEWAL OF THE PEACE PROCESS. SO
IT WAS NOT ONLY AN ATTACK AGAINST ISRAEL, NOT ONLY AN ATTACK AGAINST
THE SECURITY ZONE, BUT ALSO AN ATTEMPT TO HARASS THE OPENING OF THE
PEACE NEGOTIATIONS.

Q: I JUST WANT TO CLARIFY THE SO-CALLED RULES OF THE GAME OR CODE OF
BEHAVIOR. YOU SEEM TO BE SUGGESTING THAT ANY ATTACK ON THE SECURITY
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ZONE IS OUTSIDE THE RULES OF BEHAVIOR, THAT THE HIZBULLAH OR LEBANESE
CANNOT HIT A TARGET INSIDE THE SECURITY ZONE, INSIDE THE AREA
OCCUPIED BY ISRAEL, UNLESS THEY HAVE BEEN HIT FIRST BY ISRAEL. WERE
THOSE THE RULES OF THE GAME?

A: THE RULES OF THE GAMES, IS THERE IS NO ROOM FOR ANY ATTACK, IF YoOu
WANT ME TO SPECIFY THE RULES OF THE GAME. I'M NOT GOING TO JUSTIFY
IT. BUT WE ARE ANALYZING EVERY ACTION AND EVERY OPERATION. 1IN THIS
CASE, WE DIDN'T SEE A REASON OR A PROVOCATION, AS I HAVE SAID. I
THINK THE LEBANESE KNOW EXACTLY WHAT ARE THE RULES OF THE GAME. I
DON'T HAVE TO REPEAT THEM. SURELY THEY CANNOT SHELL VILLAGES OR
CIVILIAN LIFE IN THE GALILEE JUST BECAUSE THE NIGHT HAS FALLEN.

r-u.

ON "GAZA FIRST':

Q: HOW FAR ARE YOU PREPARED TO GO WITH THE IDEA OF 'GAZA FIRST' AND
PERHAPS JERICHO FIRST ALONG WITH GAZA FIRST, EVEN TO THE IDEA OF
TURNING THE WHOLE THING OVER TO THE PLO AS A WAY TO GET THESE THINGS
OFF DEAD CENTER?

A: ONCE WE SHALL HAVE WHAT IS BEING CALLED A DOP, A DECLARATION OF
PRINCIPLES, WE ARE READY TO IMPLEMENT THE PRINCIPLES STRAIGHT AHEAD
TO GAZA. WE ARE AWARE ABOUT THE PALESTINIAN WORRY, NAMELY THAT 'GAZA
FIRST' WILL BE THE LAST CHAPTER IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. IT IS NOT THE
CASE. 'GAZA FIRST' DOES NOT MEAN ONLY GAZA, AND FOR THAT REASON WE
ARE READY TO CONSIDER A SHOW IN REALITY THAT IT WON'T BE WINDED UP IN
THE GAZA AREA, AND IT MAY BE ADOPTED SOMEWHERE ELSE.

FURTHERMORE, IN ADDITION TO GAZA, AND MAYBE PLUS ANOTHER PLACE, WE
ARE READY TO ENABLE WHAT'S BEING CALLED THE EMPOWERMENT IN THE WEST
BANK OF SOME OF THE MOST IMPORTANT DEPARTMENTS IN THE SELF-GOVERNMENT
AUTHORITY.

Q: IS THAT OTHER PLACE JERICHO?

A: LET'S NOT START NEGOTIATIONS RIGHT AWAY. WE HAVE TIME. I DON'T
KNOW IF SOME OF YOU HAD THE CHANCE TO SEE VYESTERDAY THE DIALOGUE
BETWEEN FAISAL HUSSEINI AND MYSELF. I THINK WE CAME QUITE CLOSE TO AN
UNDERSTANDING.

YOU SEE, I THINK THAT WE HAVE TO START WITH GAZA BECAUSE, ON ONE
HAND, THE SITUATION IN GAZA IS5 VERY DEMANDING, ECONOMICALLY AND
POLITICALLY. ON THE OTHER HAND, IN GAZA YOU DO NOT HAVE MANY OF THE
PROBLEMS THAT YOU DO HAVE ON THE WEST BANK. YOU DON'T HAVE THE
PROBLEM OF JERUSALEM, YOU DON'T HAVE THE PROBLEM OF 50 MANY
SETTLEMENTS, YOU DON'T HAVE THE PROBLEM OF JORDANIAN PASSPORTS. ON
THE OTHER HAND, THE SOLUTION, WHICH IS REALLY NECESSARY FOR GAZA, IS
A COMBINED SOLUTION, NAMELY OF AN IMMEDIATE ECONOMIC PLAN HOW TO SAVE
GAZA FROM ITS POVERTY AND WANT, AND A POLITICAL EXPERIMENT IN REAL
TERMS.
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S50 1 THINK THE PALESTINIANS, LIKE US, AND WE LIKE THE PALESTINIANS,
FEEL THAT ONCE WE SHALL HAVE A DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES COVERING THE
WHOLE AREA - AND, BY THE WAY, WE HAVE AGREED THAT WE ARE NOT GOING TO
CUT THE AREA IN PIECES. THE TERRITORIES ARE CONSIDERED BY US AS ONE
PEACE, WHERE WE MAP DIFFERENT AUTHORITIES BUT NOT  DIFFERENT
LOCATIONS. NAMELY, IF IT IS AN ISRAELI SETTLEMENT THERE WILL BE ONE
AUTHORITY; IF IT IS A PALESTINIAN SETTLEMENT, ANOTHER AUTHORITY; IF
IT IS A MILITARY LOCATION, AGAIN ANOTHER AUTHORITY. SO IT'S ONE PIECE
OF LAND THAT, CONSIDERING ITS POPULATION AND ITS POLITICAL AND
MILITARY SENSITIVITIES, WE SHALL ADOPT A DIFFERENT SORT OF AUTHORITY.

THE PRINCIPLES WILL COVER THE WHOLE AUTHORITY, BUT THE IMPLEMENTATION
WILL NOT WAIT FOR THE OVERALL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SELF-GOVERNMENT,
BUT WE SHALL START STRAIGHT AHEAD IN GAZA ITSELF BY DECLARING CLEARLY
THAT 'GAZA FIRST' DOESN'T MEAN GAZA ONLY.

ON LIBYA:

Q: THERE HAVE BEEN A LOT REPORTS WITH REGARD TO YOUR INTEREST IN
LIBYA, AND I WANTED TO ASK YOU ABOUT THEM. DO YOU THINK THAT COLONEL
QUADAFFI IS ON THE VERY OF TAKING GREATER INTEREST 1IN ISRAEL, AND
HAVE YOU PLAYED AN ACTIVE ROLE IN TRYING TO BRING THAT ABOUT?

A: MY INTEREST IN LIBYA IS OF A VERY LIMITED HORIZON, TO START WITH.
IT REALLY BEGAN WHEN THE LIBYANS APPROACHED US, AND ASKED FOR
PERMISSION FOR THEIR PILGRIMS TO PAY A VISIT TO ISRAEL. I WAS IN
FAVOR OF IT, AND SO WAS THE WHOLE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL, AND SO, BY
THE WAY, WAS THE UNITED STATES. I THINK WE WANTED TO SHOW THAT ISRAEL
AND JERUSALEM ARE OPEN LOCATIONS WHEN IT COMES "FOR RELIGIOUS
PURPOSES. I WOULDN'T RETURN TO THE LIBYAN RHETORICS, WHICH WERE NOT
VERY 'HOLY' TO SAY THE LEAST, AND WE DON'T REGRET IT. SO THEY DIDN'T
BEHAVE IN ACCORDANCE TO WHAT THEY HAVE SAID. BUT FOR THE LIBYANS TO
COME TO JERUSALEM IS MAYBE A DEPARTURE FROM A POLICY WHICH UNTIL NOW
WAS ONLY TURNING THEIR BACKS TO ISRAEL.

NOW, COLONEL QUADAFFI HAS A TENDENCY THAT WHOMEVER HE MEETS, HE
SUGGESTS AN IMMEDIATE UNIFICATION. I JUST READ THAT HE MET PRESIDENT
MITTERRAND, AND HE IMMEDIATELY SUGGESTED A UNIFICATION BETWEEN FRANCE
AND LIBYA. I NOTICED THAT PRESIDENT MITTERRAND WASN'T QUICK TO ACCEPT
THIS PROPOSAL. AND NOW I THINK QUADAFFI WANTS TO UNIFY LIBYA AND
EGYPT AND SUDAN, FOR REASONS OF HIS OWN, AND IS ALSO TRYING TO
IMPROVE HIS IMAGE IN THE EYES OF THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE BECAUSE, AS
YOU KNOW, HIS RELATIONS WITH THE FREE WORLD ARE PREGNANT WITH A
TERRIBLE STORY. WE ARE NOT A PURIFIER OF LIBYA, AND WE DO NOT INTEND
AT ALL TO PURIFY THE LIBYAN CRIMES. IT'S NOT FOR US.

IN ADDITION TO WHAT I HAVE SAID, THE LIBYANS APPROACHED THE FORMER
COMMUNITY OF JEWISH PEOPLE IN LIBYA AND HE IS INVITING THEM TO MAKE A
TRIP TO LIBYA. HE SAYS THAT HE IS READY TO COMPENSATE THEM FOR THEIR
LOST FURTUNES AND BELONGINGS AND REAL ESTATE. WE ARE NOT A PARTY TO
IT EITHER. AT THE BEGINNING HE SUGGESTED TO HAVE A MEETING OF THE



=10 = orY2/1097

THREE RELIGIONS IN LIBYA, BUT ONCE WE TASTED THEIR RELIGIOUS BEHAVIOR
IN JERUSALEM, AS FAR AS ISRAEL IS CONCERNED, WE FEEL THAT: LET'S PRAY
TO THE LORD IN JERUSALEM. WE DON'T HAVE TO GO ELSEWHERE IN ORDER TO
FULFILL OUR RELIGIOUS FEELINGS.

THIS IS THE STORY. I NOTICED THAT IN THE AMERICAN PRESS THERE WAS A
SPECULATION THAT EXCEEDS THIS FRAMEWORK, AND THIS IS IN MY JUDGMENT
TOTALLY UNFOUNDED.

(: THE SPECULATION REFERRED TO IS THAT YOU ARE IN CONFLICT, IN FACT,
WITH THE AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION OVER THIS.

A: A5 FAR AS THE PILGRIMS ARE CONCERNED, NO PROBLEM. EVEN THE
SECRETARY OF STATE, WHEN HE WAS IN JERUSALEM, EXPRESSED PUBLICLY HIS
CONSENT TO IT. BEYOND IT, I AM NOT AWARE OF ANY SPECIFIC PROPOSAL
THAT WAS INTRODUCED BY US OR BY THE LIBYANS.

Q: PRIOR TO OR AFTER THE PILGRIMAGE, HAVE THE AMERICANS EXPRESSED A
VIEW TO YOU THAT ISRAEL SHOULD BE CAUTIOUS AND SHOULD NOT ENGAGE 1IN
ANYTHING THAT COULD BE PERCEIVED BY QUADAFFI AS EASING HIS ISOLATION?

A: YES.
Q: AND HOW DID YOU RESPOND TO THAT?

A: WE DON'T HAVE A PARTICULAR AND PRIVATE POLICY TOWARD LIBYA. WE CAN
TAKE SUCH ADVICE EASILY.
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BRIEFING BY MR. URI LUBRANI

HEAD OF THE ISRAELI DELEGATION TO PEACE TALKS WITH LEBANON
TO FOREIGN JOURNALISTS

TEL AVIV, JULY 28, 1993

LET ME REFER YOU TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S STATEMENT THIS AFTERNOON IN
THE KNESSET. I TRUST THAT YOU HAVE READ IT. WHAT I AM GOING TO SAY
NOW IS BASED ON THIS STATEMENT.

I WOULD LIKE TO OPEN WITH A GENERAL STATEMENT AND I WILL BE OPEN TO
QUESTIONS. I THINK WHAT HAS TO BE SAID IS, THAT THE ORIGINAL SIN 1IN
WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN LEBANON IS THE SUBMISSION OF THE LEBANESE
GOVERNMENT TO SYRIAN WILL. THE GOVERNMENT OF LEBANON IN FACT LOST ITS
INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM OF ACTION. DURING THE PEACE PROCESS, FROM
DAY ONE, WE HAVE EXPRESSED OUR READINESS TO NEGOTIATE A FULL-FLEDGED
PEACE AGREEMENT WITH LEBANON, AND WE HAVE INSISTED THAT THIS BE DONE
IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE MADRID PEACE CONFERENCE. WE ARE PREPARED TO
PROCEED FORTHWITH TO ACHIEVE ANY KIND OF ARRANGEMENT THAT WOULD
LESSEN THE TENSION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES.

ON THEIR PART, THE LEBANESE HAVE INSISTED, FIRST AND FOREMOST, THAT
WE DEAL WITH ONE SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 425, THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF WHICH THEY SAID IS GOING TO BRING ABOUT THE BEGINNING OF A PROCESS
WHICH MAY OR MAY NOT LEAD TO A PEACE AGREEMENT. THEY HAVE NEVER GONE
FURTHER THAN THAT.
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NOW YOU MUST REALIZE -- AND THESE VERY DAYS PROVE IT -- THAT THE 425
AGREEMENT IS A RECIPE FOR SOMETHING THAT I WOULD CONSIDER AN EVEN
WORSE DISASTER THAN HAS BESET LEBANON THESE DAYS. BECAUSE 425, THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION DOES NOT LAY DOWN
ANY KIND OF ARRANGEMENT WHICH WOULD GIVE US A GUARANTEE THAT WE SHALL
BE ABLE TO LIVE IN PEACE ALONG OUR NORTHERN BORDER. IT IS A ONE-SIDED
ATTEMPT TO SAY: 'YOU GO BACK TO THE INTERNATIONAL BORDERS, AND WE THE
LEBANESE WILL TAKE CARE OF THE REST'.

NOW WE SEE NOWADAYS, THAT LEBANON HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO TAKE CARE OF
THE REST. LEBANON IS UNABLE TO EXERCISE ITS AUTHORITY OVER THE MOST
LETHAL MILITIA EXISTING IN LEBANON, A MILITIA THAT IS BOTH GUIDED,
FINANCED, TRAINED, AND GIVEN ORDERS BY IRAN, AND PERMITTED TO DO ITS
MISCHIEF BY SYRIA. NOBODY 1IN THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT HAS ANY
AUTHORITY WHATSOEVER, NOR HAS IT ANY ABILITY TO CHANGE THEM. AND
THEREFORE WHAT WE HAVE BEEN SEEKING IS A MUCH MORE COMPREHENSIVE
ARRANGEMENT WITH LEBANON. AND WE HAVE SAID 'IF WE HAVE SECURITY
PROBLEMS, LET'S SIT DOWN AND DISCUSS THEM, LET YOU EXPLAIN TO US WHAT
YOU CAN DO BY WAY OF SECURITY FOR ISRAEL, AND WE WILL TELL YOU WHAT
WE EXPECT YOU TO HAVE, IN ORDER TO LAY OUR MINDS AT REST ABOUT OUR
SECURITY ALONG THE NORTHERN BORDER'.

NOW, AT THIS POINT I HAVE TO REFER YOU TO A (QUOTATION BY SHEIKH
NASRALLAH, THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE HIZBOLLAH, A VENERABLE
GENTLEMAN WHO HAS GIVEN AN INTERVIEW TO A LEBANESE PAPER TWO OR THREE
WEEKS AGD, IN WHICH HE SAYS, 'WE SHALL NOT BESTOW LEGALITY AND
LEGITIMACY TO THE RASCIST ENTITY CALLED ISRAEL, EVEN IF IT CEDES LAND
TO THE ARABS, AND WILL RETAIN ANY PIECE OF LAND IN PALESTINE, WE
SHALL ADHERE TO THE STRATEGY OF WIPING ISRAEL OFF THE MAP.'

THESE ARE THE WORDS OF SHEIKH NASRALLAH AND WE TAKE HIM VERY
SERIOUSLY. AND THIS IS THE GENTLEMAN WHO COMMANDS HIZBOLLAH. AND
THEN, TO EXPECT US TO UNILATERALLY LEAVE SOUTH LEBANON AND ITS
SECURITY ZONE TO ITS OWN DEVICES, WITH THESE WORKS UTTERED BY THE
LEADER OF HIZBOLLAH MEANS THAT SOMETHING MUCH MORE CATASTROPHIC WILL
EMERGE IN TIME, IF WE LET IT BE AT THAT.

WE HAVE BEEN OF LATE, A FEW MONTHS NOW, BEEN SUBJECTED TO WHAT I
WOULD SAY, A MUCH MORE TRIGGER-HAPPY HIZBOLLAH ONSLAUGHT ON ISRAELI
TERRITORY, ON THE SECURITY ZONE. AND YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED, THAT FOR
MONTHS NOW, ALMOST SINCE FEBRUARY, THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN
LEANING BACKWARDS, TRYING TO CONTAIN ITSELF, TO RESTRAIN ITSELF,
WITHOUT RETALIATION OF A MASSIVE WAY, PINPOINTING ITS RETALIATION TO
STRICTLY MILITARY TARGETS WITH THE HOPE THAT THIS WILL AVOID INNOCENT
LOSS OF LIFE.

WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN IN THE LAST BO HOURS IS IN FACT WHAT HAS BROUGHT
THINGS TO A HEAD. WE HAVE REACHED A POINT WHERE WE HAVE TO SAY
"ENOUGH IS ENOUGH', AND WE HAVE TO DRIVE THE POINT HOME -- WHICH
MEANS TO SAY WE WILL NOT COUNTENANCE A SITUATION WHERE WE WILL BE
EXPOSED TO ATTACKS BOTH IN THE SECURITY ZONE AND IN THE TERRITORY OF
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ISRAEL WITHOUT OUR SECURITY BEING JEOPARDIZED, WITH SECURITY ACROSS
THE BORDER BEING ALMOST TOTAL. AND THEREFORE, WE HAVE COME TO THE
CONCLUSION THAT SOMETHING HAS TO BE DONE IN THIS RESPECT.

WE HAVE TWO OBJECTIVES IN THIS PRESENT CAMPAIGN. ONE OBJECTIVE IS
VERY CLEARLY TO SEPARATE HIZBOLLAH FROM THE MASSES OF THE POPULATION.
WHAT HAS HAPPENED DURING THE LAST MONTH IS THAT THE HIZBOLLAH HAS
ENCAMPED ITSELF WITHIN CENTERS OF POPULATION BELIEVING THESE CENTERS
OF POPULATION CAN BE USED AS HUMAN SHIELDS, AND SHOOTING KATYUSHAS
AND OTHER WEAPONS FROM THESE CENTERS OF POPULATION LAUNCHING ATTACKS
AGAINST THE SECURITY ZONE WITH IMPUNITY -- KNOWING THAT ISRAEL IS
VERY SENSITIVE TO THE LOSS OF CIVILIAN LIVES AND THEREFORE HOPING
THAT WE WILL NOT FEEL FREE TO RETALIATE. FOR A PERIOD OF TIME, WE
FELT THAT WE WERE NOT FREE TO RETALIATE. THEREFORE, THE ONLY WAY TO
DEAL WITH HIZBOLLAH THE WAY IT WAS BEING DEALT WITH NOW,. IS TO TRY
AND SEE THAT WE DEAL WITH HIZBOLLAH EXCLUSIVELY, IF POSSIBLE, AND GET
THE POPULATION OUT OF THE AREA.

THE OTHER OBJECTIVE IS OF COURSE IS TO EXERT PRESSURE ON THE LEBANESE
GOVERNMENT TO EXERCISE ITS RESPONSIBILITY TO THE POPULATION. THE
LEBANESE GOVERNMENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE WELFARE OF ITS POPULATION.
IF THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT IS UNABLE TO CONTAIN HIZBOLLAH TERRORIST
ATTACKS FROM THE AREA, THEN SOMETHING HAS TO BE DONE AND IT IS THE
LEBANESE GOVERNMENT WHICH HAS TO DO IT. AND THEY KNOW THE ADDRESSES
VERY WELL. AND THEREFORE, THIS IS THE SECOND OBJECTIVE OF THIS
OPERATION.

I WOULD LIKE TO EMPHASIZE, AS WE ALWAYS SAY, THAT WE HAVE NO QUARREL
WITH ANY PEACE-LOVING LEBANESE. FROM MY EXPERIENCE WITH THE LEBANESE
DELEGATION AT THE PEACE TALKS IN WASHINGTON, I CAN TELL YOU, I THINK
WITH GREAT CONVICTION, THAT HAD LEBANON BEEN FREE TO MAKE ITS OWN
DECISIONS -- AS I LOOKED AS THESE VENERABLE GENTLEMEN WHO ARE SITTING
ACROSS THE TABLE TO MY DELEGATION -- THAT THESE GENTLEMEN WOULD HAVE
GONE INTO PRACTICAL, SUBSTANTIVE NEGOTIATIONS IMMEDIATELY, AND IT
WOULDN'T HAVE TAKEN LONG FOR US TO REACH AN AGREEMENT.

AS I LOOKED AT THE GLINT IN THEIR EYES, THEY SAW THAT WE MEAN
BUSINESS, THEY WERE CONVINCED THAT WE MEAN BUSINESS. BUT THEY WERE
UNFREE, THEY WERE FETTERED BY NON-LEBANESE CONSTRAINTS. THEY WERE
ABSOLUTELY TIED DOWN TO A POLICY WHICH MEANT THAT THEY WOULD NOT,
COULD NOT BUDGE ONE INCH FROM THE POSITION DICTATED TO THEM BY
EXTRANEOUS FORCES.

THAT IS A TRAGEDY, AND I SAW IT, AS I SAID, IN THEIR EYES. BUT
NEVERTHELESS, WE TRIED TO FIND WAYS OF HOW TO DEAL WITH IT. AND FOR
ALMOST TWO YEARS WE HAVE BEEN SEEKING WAYS OF HOW TO CIRCUMVENT THIS
VETO WHICH COMES FROM SYRIA.

BY WAY OF A CBM (CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURE), WE HAVE SUGGESTED THAT
QUITE APART FROM ANYTHING ELSE, WE WOULD LIKE TO SHOW THIS PRESENT
LEBANESE GOVERNMENT THAT WE WANTED IT TO EXTEND ITS AUTHORITY EVEN
INTO THE SECURITY ZONE. WE OFFERED IT TO DEEPEN, TO WIDEN, TO MAKE
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MORE SUBSTANTIVE ITS CIVILIAN PRESENCE IN THE SECURITY ZONE. WE SAID
COME AND DO MORE HEALTH; COME AND DO MORE EDUCATION. IT'S YOUR
RESPONSIBILITY. COME DO MORE ROADS; COME DO MORE TELECOMMUNICATIONS.
YOU ARE FREE TO DO WHATEVER YOU LIKE. IT WAS REJECTED, BECAUSE THE
REJECTION DID NOT COME FROM BEIRUT. THE REJECTION CAME FROM SOMEWHERE
NORTH OF BEIRUT.

I CAN GIVE A LIST OF OTHER SUGGESTIONS WHICH WE HAVE PROPOSED AND WE
HAVE PROPOSED TIME AND TIME AGAIN IN ORDER TO FIND A WAY TO
CIRCUMVENT THIS VETO OF MAKING ANY PROGRESS ON THIS PEACE TRACK. THE
LAST ATTEMPT WAS A SUGGESTION ON OUR PART THAT WE FORGET ABOUT THE
POSITIONS OF THE TWO DELEGATIONS. WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THE LEBANESE
POSITION OF 425 AND WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO OUR POSITION THAT WE NEED A
COMPREHENSIVE PEACE SECURITY, LET'S DISCUSS SECURITY.

BECAUSE WE THOUGHT THAT THERE IS THE BREWING UP OF A STORM IN LEBANON
BECAUSE HIZBOLLAH IS TRYING TO FRUSTRATE ALL POSSIBLE EFFORTS TO KEEP
PEACE IN THIS AREA. IT DOES SO, OR IT DID SO, OR IT HAS BEEN DOING SO
AT THE BEHEST OF IRAN. IRAN HAS DECLARED AGAINST THE PEACE PROCESS,
OPENLY, CLEARLY. IT IS THEIR POSITION. AND THEY ARE DICTATING THIS
POSITION TO HIZBOLLAH, WHICH IS A EXTENSION OF THE POLITICAL WILL OF
IRAN.

THEREFORE, WE SAID LET'S FORGET ABOUT THIS POSITION. LET'S SEE HOW
YOU ENVISAGE YOUR SECURITY PROBLEMS WITH US. WE WOULD YOU TO SEE HOW
WE ENVISAGE OUR SECURITY PROBLEMS WITH YOU. (WE COULD MEET) WITH
EXPERTS, NON-POLITICAL TO SEE IF WE CAN WORK OUT A WORKABLE
ARRANGEMENT WHICH COULD SERVE AS A BASIS FOR MAKING PROGRESS ONCE THE
POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE WILL LEND ITSELF TO SUCH PROGRESS.

WE PRESENTED FOUR DIFFERENT VERSIONS OF THE SAME PROPOSAL. THEY WERE
ALL REJECTED. ONE IS YET TO BE REJECTED, BECAUSE THE LAST ONE WE
HANDED OVER ON THE LAST DAY OF THE TENTH ROUND 1IN WASHINGTON. WE
STILL HOPE THAT WHEN WE GET BACK THAT THIS LATEST PROPOSAL -- WHICH
IS THE ULTIMATE WAY OF PROVING TO THE LEBANESE THAT WE MEAN BUSINESS
BY GOING MORE THAN HALF WAY TOWARD THEM AND THEIR OWN POSITION -- WE
HOPE THAT THIS COULD SERVE, WOULD SERVE, WILL SERVE AS A BASIS FOR
NEGOTIATIONS AND FOR A FRUITFUL DIALOGUE ON MATTERS OF SECURITY WHICH
ARE THE ONLY REAL PROBLEM, THE BASIC PROBLEM RESTING BETWEEN OUR THWO
COUNTRIES. THERE ARE NO OTHER PROBLEMS.

WE HAVE DECLARED THAT WE HAVE NO TERRITORIAL CLAIMS ON ANY INCH OF
LEBANON'S TERRITORY. WE WOULD LIKE THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT TO EXERT
ITS AUTHORITY OVER THE 10,552 SQUARE KILOMETERS OF LEBANON, FULLY. WE
HAVE NO CLAIM ON ANY KIND OF NATURAL RESOURCES. WE ONLY WANT ONE
SALIENT, IMPORTANT, VITAL ASPECT -- AND THAT IS SECURITY. THAT IS OUR
ONLY WISH TO DISCUSS WITH LEBANON. THE REST, WE COULD SETTLE VERY
QUICKLY. I HAVE TO REITERATE THIS HERE BECAUSE THIS IS A BASIC
POSITION WHICH WE HAVE TAKEN AND WE ARE GOING TO TAKE CONSISTENTLY,
AND WE ARE NOT GOING TO BUDGE FROM IT.

I WOULD LIKE TO END THIS SORT OF PREAMBLE BY SAYING THAT WE HOPE THAT
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AS A RESULT OF THIS LATEST OPERATION, WE WOULD REACH A POINT WHERE WE
CAN DISCUSS OUR PROBELEM WITH LEBANON WITHOUT HAVING KATYUSHA ROCKETS
LOBEED INTO TERRITORIES INSIDE ISRAEL OR THE SECURITY ZONE. THEN WME
CAN DEAL DISPASSIONATELY WITH THE PROBLEMS AT HAND, PARTICULARLY THE
SECURITY PROBLEMS. THOUGH THIS IS NOT THE WISH OF PEOPLE WHO SUPPORT
THE SERIOUS MISCHIEF IN THE SOUTH, I CAN ASSURE YOU I AM FULLY
CONVINCED THAT THIS IS THE WISH OF 99 PERCENT OF THE LEBANESE PEOPLE.
AND IT IS THAT WISH THAT I THINK WE WANT TO BRING TO THE FORE WHEN WE
COME TO PHASES THAT WILL SUCCEED THIS OPERATION.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Q: HOW DO YOU VIEW THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE MOVEMENT OF 350,000
REFUGEES WILL INFLUENCE THE GOVERNMENT IN LEBANON? WE HAVE ALSO BEEN
HEARING THE PHRASE 'SCORCHED EARTH POLICY'. ARMY OFFICERS ARE SAYING
IF THOSE REFUGEES DO COME BACK, THEY MIGHT NOT FIND VERY MUCH TO COME
BACK TO.

A: I HAVEN'T HEARD OF THE SCORCHED EARTH POLICY MYSELF. IT MAY BE A
TERM USED BY SOMEBODY WHO IS OUTSIDE THE CIRCLE OF PEOPLE WHO MAKE
DECISIONS IN ISRAEL. I HAVEN'T HEARD ANYBODY IN THE DECISION-MAKING
PROCESS IN ISRAEL, DECIDING ON A SCORCHED EARTH POLICY.'

THAT THERE IS SHOOTING, THAT THERE IS5 A DIRECT, PINPOINT ATTEMPT TO
HIT AT HIZBOLLAH, NOW THAT THE AREAS ARE FREE OF CIVILIAN POPULATION,
YES, THERE IS, BUT SCORCHED EARTH, NO.

THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT HAPPENS TO ITS
CITIZENS. WE KNOW THE CONSTRAINTS WHICH CONTAIN THE  LEBANESE
GOVERNMENT. WE KNOW WHAT IS5 THERE POSITION. BUT AT THE SAME TIME, WME
FEEL, THAT SINCE THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE, AND SINCE THEY WANT TO
CONTINUE THEIR AUTHORITY WITHIN THE PEOPLE WHOM THEY REPRESENT, THEY
WILL FIND THEIR WAY TO IMPRESS UPON THOSE WHO DICTATE TO THEM WHAT TO
DO, THAT THE TIME HAS COME FOR THEM TO BE ALLOWED TO TAKE THEIR OWN
DECISIONS. AT LEAST PARTLY. WE SEE NO OTHER WAY. I DON'T THINK THAT
THERE HAS EVER BEEN.

I HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF A PRECEDENT WHERE A GOVERNMENT WENT TO SUCH
PAINS TO METICULOUSLY TRY TO AVOID HURTING HURTING HUMAN LIVES. NOT
THAT THERE IS NO HUMAN MISERY. YES THERE I5. NOT THAT THERE ARE NO
INNOCENTS HURT. INNOCENT PEOPLE ARE HURT. BUT AS A GENERAL POLICY,
THE PRIME MINISTER HIMSELF AND ALL THE STAFF ARE TRYING TO AVOID THE
LOSS OF HUMAN LIFE. AND THIS IS WHY YOU HAVEN'T NOTICED ANY ATTEMPT
TO PREMEDITATIVELY HIT AT CIVILIAN AREAS. ON THE CONTRARY, YOU HAVE
SEEN HOW LONG IT TOOK FOR ISRAEL TO MOVE AT HIZBOLLAH ONLY AFTER IT
WAS SATISFIED THAT THE POPULATION WOULD BE GONME. AND WHAT PAINS IT
TOOK TO TELL PEOPLE TO LEAVE BEFORE IT TOOK THAT ACTION. THIS IS NOT
A MATHEMATICAL EXERCISE. IT IS AN EXERCISE IN TRYING TO AVOID THE
LOSS OF HUMAN LIVES.

Q: SYRIA IS THREATENING THAT THE SITUATION WILL UNDERMINE THE PEACE
TALKS.
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A: DURING THE FIRST ROUND 1IN WASHINGTON, WE HAD A  MILITARY
CONFRONTATION WITH HIZBOLLAH, AND WE HAD SOME ACRIMONIOUS EXCHANGES
WITHIN THE BILATERAL TALKS. I MADE IT ABUNDANTLY CLEAR THEN, AND IT
GOES FOR THIS SITUATION TODAY, THAT WE WILL CONTINUE TO SEEK EVERY
WAY TO MAKE PROGRESS ON THIS PEACE PROCESS. WE WILL DO OUR UTMOST. WE
WILL FIND ANY KIND OF CRACK IN THIS STONEWALLED SITUATION IN ORDER TO
MAKE PROGRESS. WE WILL GO AND FIND OF INGENIOUS WAY TO MAKE PROGRESS.
BUT BY THE SAME TOKEN, WE HAVE SAID THAT AS WE DID WITH THIS -- AND
AS WE SHALL CONTINUE OUR EFFORT TO THIS EFFECT -- WE SHALL DEAL WITH
MATTERS ON THE GROUND AND WITH TERRORIST ATTACKS AND WITH SUBVERSION,
AS IF THERE ARE NO PEACE TALKS. THEREFORE, WHILE WE WANT TO PURSUE
THE PEACE PROCESS, WE WILL AT THE SAME TIME TAKE CARE OF OUR BASIC
INTEREST TO KEEP THE PEACE ALONG OUR INTERNATIONAL BORDER WITH
LEBANON, TO KEEP THE PEACE AND SECURITY AS IF THIS HAS NOTHING TO DO
WITH THE PEACE PROCESS.

Q: (INAUDIBLE)

A: NASRALLAH WILL NOT REST UNTIL ISRAEL IS WIPED OUT OF THE MAP. THEY
ARE CONVENIENTLY USING ALL SORTS OF TERMS, POLITICALLY CONVENIENT TO
THEM AT THIS A GIVEN MOMENT. BUT THE TIME COMES, WHEN WE CALL A SPADE
A SPADE, AND THAT IS WHAT THEY SAY.

THIS IS NOT ONLY THE STAND OF HIZBOLLAH. IT IS THE STAND OF THEIR
MENTORS IN TEHRAN, AND THEY ARE SIMPLY ECHOING WHAT TEHRAN TELLS THEM
TO SAY.

Q: IS THERE AN INTENTION TO CREATE A NO-MAN'S LAND BEYOND THE
SECURITY ZONE?

A: T HAVEN'T HEARD OF SUCH AN INTENTION.

Q: ISRAEL IS EXERCISING PRESSURE ON LEBANON'S GOVERNMENT TO EXERCISE
ITS RESPONSIBILITY TO ITS POPULATION. FOR MANY YEARS, ISRAEL FELT THE
LEBANESE GOVERNMENT WAS INCAPABLE OF CONTROLLING THE HIZBOLLAH, AND
THAT IS WHY ISRAEL NEEDED A SECURITY ZONE. WHAT I HEAR YOU SAYING
TODAY IS THAT IN FACT, SOMETHING HAS CHANGED 1IN LEBANON, AND THAT
THEY COULD EXERT SOME DEGREE OF CONTROL, PERHAPS IN COOPERATION WITH
ISRAEL, THAT YOU HAVE URGED THEM TO DO SO. THAT THEY, AS FAR AS YoU
CAN SEE, BY THE LOOK IN THEIR EYES, RATHER THAN THE WORDS ON THE
TABLE, THAT THEY WOULD BE WILLING TO IF IT WEREN'T FOR THEIR MASTERS
IN DAMASCUS. THIS EXERCISE THIS WEEK IS NOT ONLY TO SEPARATE
HIZBOLLAH FROM THE POPULATION, BUT TO SEPARATE BEIRUT FROM DAMASCUS
ON THIS ISSUE. IS THAT RIGHT?

A: IT IS5 AN ATTEMPT ON OUR PART TO DRIVE HOME A POINT AND THAT IS:
THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT, IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY. YOU WILL CLAIM
THAT YOU WANT TO EXERCISE AUTHORITY OVER ALL LEBANESE TERRITORY. YOU
WANT US TO TAKE YOU SERIOUSLY IN OUR NEGOTIATIONS. GO TO YOUR
MENTORS, AND TELL THEM 'LET ME DECIDE ON MY OWN FATE AND I WILL DO IT
THE WAY I THINK I CAN DO IT'. MAYBE THEY WILL SUCCEED. I KNOW OF NO
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OTHER WAY OF DOING SO.

THE SECURITY ZONE HAS BEEN THERE IN ORDER TO MAKE SURE THAT WE HAVE
ENOUGH OF A BUFFER TO PREVENT DIRECT ATTACKS ON ISRAEL -- NOT
KATYUSHA BUT PHYSICAL INFILTRATION. NEVER HAS THERE BEEN ANY KIND OF
NOTION THAT THIS WILL PROTECT ISRAEL FROM KATYUSHAS.

WHAT HAS REALLY BROUGHT THINGS TO A HEAD IS THAT WE ARE EXPOSED TO
KATYUSHAS. THAT IS SOMETHING THAT HAS MADE IT NECESSARY FOR US TO DO
WHAT IT IS WE HAVE TO DO NOW. THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT KNOWS THE
ADDRESS VERY WELL. IN FACT, IT HAS ALREADY APPROACHED THIS ADDRESS. I
DON'T KNOW WHAT THE RESULTS ARE. WE KNOW THAT THERE ARE COMINGS AND
GOINGS.

Q: ARE YOU SAYING THAT IN FACT THE NEW LEBANESE GOVERNMENT IN THE
LAST TEN MONTHS 15 CAPABLE OF CONTROLLING HIZBOLLAH, BUT IS NOT BEING
ALLOWED TO BY DAMASCUS.

A: 1 THINK THAT TO A LARGE EXTENT THIS IS TRUE.

Q: AND SO THE EXERCISE HERE IS TO FORCE DAMASCUS TO ALLOW LEBANON TO
DO THE DEAL REQUIRED TO CONTROL HIZBOLLAH?

A: ON THE GROUND, YES INDEED.

Q: IS IT APPARENT THAT THE PEOPLE WITH WHOM YOU ARE NEGOTIATING
PEACE, MAYBE DAMASCUS IS ACTING AS ALLY AND PROTECTOR OF PEOPLE WHO
ARE SHOOTING THE KATYUSHAS INTO ISRAEL. WHAT IS ALL THIS ABOUT?

A: I THINK IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, SYRIA 15 USING ITS CAPABILITIES
'ARMS-LENGTH', IN ORDER TO NEEDLE ISRAEL THROUGH ITS PROXIES 1IN
LEBANON. IT MAY SERVE THEM TO GET THE PRICE FOR UNNEEDLING, AND
THEREFORE THIS IS A SYRIAN GAME.

IT IS KNOWN. IT HASN'T HAPPENED FOR THE FIRST TIME. WE ARE QUITE
SEASONED TO IT. IT HAPPENED BEFORE. WE HAVE TO TRY TO CONTEND WITH IT
UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH WE ARE LIVING. I DON'T KNOW WHEN THE
PEN IS GOING TO DROP, BUT I HOPE THE PEN IS GOING TO DROP QUITE SOON
IN DAMASCUS SAYING THAT THE PRICE WHICH DAMASCUS WILL PAY WITH THE
LEBANESE PEOPLE, WILL BE HIGHER THAN THE PRICE DAMASCUS IS PREPARED
TO PAY IN ORDER TO NEEDLE ISRAEL.

NIWPN AR - YT npbm
28-JUL-1993
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BRIEFING BY FOREIGN MINISTER SHIMON PERES
TO THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS
JULY 5, 1993

WE WANTED TO SUM UP THE FIRST YEAR OF THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT ON THE
MAIN ISSUES, AND WE FEEL THAT WE DID MAKE SOME HEADWAY IN
IMPLEMENTING OUR PLAN -- NAMELY, CHANGING THE NATIONAL PRIORITIES,
INVESTING LESS IN THE TERRITORIES, INSTEAD OPENING THE TERRITORIES
BOTH FOR INVESTMENT AND NEGOTIATIONS, AND THEN AGAIN EMPHASIZING THE
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC NEEDS OF THE COUNTRY. MONEY THAT WAS SAVED FROM
BEING INVESTED IN THE WEST BANK AND GAZA WERE DIRECTED TO EDUCATION,
TO INFRASTRUCTURE -- I THINK EVERYBODY CAN FEEL THE EMPHASIS THAT WE
ARE GIVING ON BUILDING NEW ROADS, ON OVERCOMING BOTTLENECKS 1IN OUR
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM; IN ENCOURAGING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRY
IN ACCORDANCE WITH GEOGRAPHIC LINES, NOT POLITICAL LINES, NAMELY THE
FAR-AWAY NORTH, THE FAR-AWAY SOUTH; AND ABSORBING AS MUCH AS WE CAN
THE NEW IMMIGRATION. LAST YEAR WE HAD 70,000 NEW IMMIGRANTS, LARGELY
FROM THE SOVIET UNION. THIS YEAR WE EXPECT AN ADDITIONAL 80,000.

WE DIDN'T SOLVE ALL OF THE PROBLEMS. THERE ARE CLEARLY MORE JOBS FOR
THE NEW IMMIGRANTS, THERE IS A SLIGHT DECLINE IN THE UNEMPLOYMENT,
AND WE ARE CONTINUING WITH THE MARKET ECONOMY REPLACING THE PREVIOUS
POLICIES OF ISRAEL. THIS YEAR WE SHALL PRIVATIZE DIFFERENT
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GOVERNMENTAL ENTERPRISES. IN THE BUDGET WE THOUGHT THAT THIS WOULD BE
SOMETHING LIKE NIS 1.5 BILLION; IN FACT WE ARE GOING TO SELL THIS
YEAR FOR NIS 3.75 BILLION -- BANKS, COMPANIES, SERVICES AND OTHER
THINGS -- AND WE SHALL CONTINUE TO MINIMIZE THE GOVERNMENTAL
INTERVENTION IN THE ECONOMIC LIFE OF THE COUNTRY AND TO MAXIMIZE A
FREE AND OPEN MARKET.

WE FEEL THAT OUR FOREIGN RELATIONS ARE BEING DEVELOPED CORRECTLY. ME
ARE VERY HAPPY WITH NEWLY ESTABLISHED CONTACT WITH VERY IMPORTANT
COUNTRIES IN ASIA, IN AFRICA, IN EUROPE AS WELL. POLITICALLY
SPEAKING, WE WOULD LIKE TO ENLARGE THE FOREIGN AID OF ISRAEL -- 1IN
KNOWHOW AND OTHERWISE -- PARTICULARLY IN TWO DOMAINS: IN AGRICULTURE
AND IN HEALTH. WE THINK THAT WE CAN SPARE EXPERTS AND HELP OTHER
COUNTRIES WHO ARE DEEPLY INTERESTED IN THESE TWO DOMAINS OF
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT, BASICALLY FIGHTING THE DESERTIFICATION, AND
IN PROMOTING A BETTER HEALTH SYSTEM 1IN ANY COUNTRY THAT WILL BE
INTERESTED. AMONG THE IMMIGRATION WE HAVE HAD FROM THE FORMER SOVIET
UNION COUNTRIES, WE HAVE SOMETHING LIKE 12,000 DOCTORS. IT HAS
DOUBLED THE NUMBER OF PHYSICIANS IN THIS COUNTRY, AND CLEARLY WE ARE
NOT GOING TO DOUBLE THE NUMBER OF SICK PEOPLE. SO WE CAN REALLY BE OF
GREAT HELP TO OTHER COUNTRIES WHO MAY BE INTERESTED, AND WE SHALL DO
IT WILLINGLY.

WE ARE NOT COMPETING WITH ANY SUPERPOWER. WE ARE TOO SMALL TO DO SsO.
WE KNOW OUR LIMITATIONS. WE ARE NOT OUT TO CONQUER LANDS OR MARKETS.
AT BEST, WHAT WE WOULD LIKE TO CONQUER IS THE HEARTS OF SOME PEOPLE,
WHEREVER WE CAN, AND WE FEEL THAT WE CAN DO IT, REALLY, IN THOSE TWO
MAJOR DOMAINS. WE ARE BUILDING NOW A SORT OF A PEACE CORPS FOR
MEDICAL HELP, AND WE ARE ALSO TRYING TO ENLARGE, IN RESPONSE TO
COUNTRIES WHICH MAY BE INTERESTED IN A GREATER KNOWHOW PROPOSAL, 1IN
THE DOMAIN OF AGRICULTURE.

ON THE PEACE PROCESS, THERE WAS THE THIRD ROUND OF THE MULTILATERAL
NEGOTIATIONS. WE SUM UP THE THIRD ROUND AS A RATHER SUCCESSFUL ONE.
WE HAVE HAD THE PARTICIPATION OF TWELVE ARAB COUNTRIES, A PALESTINIAN
DELEGATION AND AN ISRAELI ONE, AND IT WENT OVER SMOOTHLY. I DO
BELIEVE THIS IS ALSO THE FEELING OF THE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AND THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, RUSSIA AND JAPAN, WHO WERE VERY ACTIVE 1IN
IT. WHILE WE WERE DEALING WITH EXTREMELY SENSITIVE AND TOUCHY ISSUES,
LIKE ARMS CONTROL, REFUGEES, WE REALLY DIDN'T ENCOUNTER ANY CRISIS,
AND I THINK WE MADE SOME PROGRESS ON ALL FIVE ACCOUNTS, IN THE ALL
THE FIVE COMMITTEES WE HAVE HAD. WE FEEL ALSO THAT WE WENT OVER FROM
AN AIR OF SEMINARS DOWN TO THE EARTH OF FEASIBILITY STUDIES, AND IN
ADDITION TO THE FORMAL MEETINGS THERE ARE THE  INTERSESSIONAL
CONNECTIONS TO WHICH WE ATTACH GREAT IMPORTANCE. THE STEERING
COMMITTEE OF THE MULTILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS WILL MEET TOMORROW 1IN
MOSCOW, AND WE HOPE TO CONTINUE IN ALL THE FIVE DOMAINS.

ON THE BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS, THERE IS AN AIR OF CRISIS. I DON'T
SHARE THIS OVERLY PESSIMISTIC APPROACH, FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: TO
THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, NONE OF THE PARTICIPANTS, TO THIS MOMENT,
HAS DECIDED TO CANCEL ITS PARTICIPATION IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. TO THE
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BEST I KNOW, ALL PARTIES, INCLUDING THE PALESTINIANS, UNDERSTAND THAT
WE HAVE TO CONTINUE TO NEGOTIATIONS. SO WHILE WE MAY HAVE A CRISIS,
WE DO NOT HAVE AN END TO THOSE NEGOTIATIONS, WHICH SHOWS THAT ALL
PARTIES ARE REALLY INTERESTED TO CONTINUE THE NEGOTIATIONS. -

WE ARE DEALING WITH FOUR DIFFERENT PARTIES. THERE IS NO COMPARISON
BETWEEN THE MENTALITY OR THE PROBLEMS THAT WE ARE FACING IN OUR
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE JORDANIANS AND THE PALESTINIANS, OR THE
PALESTINIANS AND THE SYRIANS, AND THE SYRIANS AND THE LEBANESE. EACH
IS5 A CASE IN ITS OWN RIGHT. THOUGH THERE IS A LINKAGE, THERE IS NO
SIMILARITY BETWEEN THE FOUR NEGOTIATIONS.

ON THE JORDANIAN SIDE, ACTUALLY THE JORDANIANS SAID WHAT WE DID, THAT
WE HAVE HAD AN AGREEMENT ON THE AGENDA. IN OUR JUDGMENT, THE
JORDANIANS ARE NOT SIGNING ON THE AGREED AGENDA SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY
DON'T WANT TO BE FIRST AND REMAIN ALONE.

WITH THE SYRIANS, WE CONTINUE THIS VERY SOPHISTICATED EXCHANGE ON THE
THREE CORE ISSUES, WHICH ARE PEACE, SECURITY AND WITHDRAWAL.
OCCASIONALLY THE SYRIANS ARE COMING UP WITH VERY  INTERESTING
INNOVATIONS, LIKE FOR EXAMPLE DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE PEACE AND
THE RESULTS OF THE PEACE. THEY SAY: 'IF YOU WILL WITHDRAW, WE SHALL
OFFER YOU PEACE, BUT THE RESULTS OF THIS PEACE -- THIS IS A DIFFERENT
STORY.' WELL, OUR REPLY WAS: 'WE CAN OFFER YOU WITHDRAWAL, BUT WE
HAVE TO SEPARATE BETWEEN WITHDRAWAL AND THE RESULT OF WITHDRAWAL.'
SO, WE ARE A LITTLE BIT HERE GETTING OURSELVES ENGAGED IN A TYPICAL
MEDITERRANEAN SOPHISTICATION THAT LEADS TO NOWHERE, BUT TO THE WASTE
OF WORDS.

BUT IN SPITE OF ALL THESE UNEASY EXCHANGES, WE FEEL THAT BOTH PARTIES
ARE LOOKING EITHER FOR A BRIDGE OR A LADDER -- A BRIDGE TO OVERCOME
THE GAPS, OR A LADDER TO GO DOWN FROM THE FIRST POSITIONS. I MUST SAY
THAT OUR IMPRESSION IS THAT THE SYRIANS CAME TO THESE NEGOTIATIONS
WITHOUT ANY SENSE OF HURRY, BECAUSE THE HEAD OF THE SYRIAN DELEGATION
SIMPLY SAYS: 'WELL, WE SAID AHEAD OF TIME THAT IT MAY TAKE A YEAR, A
YEAR AND A HALF, BEFORE WE SHALL REACH AN AGREEMENT.' 50 IT LOOKS
LIKE HE'S NOT SURPRISED BY THE SLOW PACE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS.

WITH THE PALESTINIANS AND OURSELVES, LET ME MAKE THE FOLLOWING, AND
MAY I SAY SOBERING, REMARKS, AS FAR AS I AM CONCERNED. I THINK ALL OF
US APPRECIATE VERY MUCH THE AMERICAN ROLE. WE APPRECIATE THE FACT
THAT THE UNITED STATES UNDER THE PRESENT ADMINISTRATION HAS DECLARED
THAT THEY ARE [INTERESTED 1IN PLAYING A GREATER PART IN THE
NEGOTIATIONS. BUT WE BECAME SO ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT IT THAT WE FORGOT
THE LIMITATIONS OF THE AMERICAN ROLE IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. I THINK THE
PALESTINIANS WERE LIVING UNDER THE ILLUSION THAT THE UNITED STATES
CAN DELIVER ISRAEL. ACTUALLY, SOME OF THEM THOUGHT THAT MAYBE WHAT
THEY HAVE TO DO IS TO MAKE PEACE WITH THE UNITED STATES, AND THEN
THEY WILL HAVE PEACE WITH ISRAEL. I THINK EVERY RESPONSIBLE PERSON
UNDERSTANDS THAT THE UNITED STATES IS UNWILLING, AND I BELIEVE
UNABLE, TO TWIST THE ARM OF ISRAEL. THEY DON'T WANT TO DO SO, AND I
DON'T THINK THEY INTEND TO DO SO.



-4 - ohba/0156

I CAN SAY, FOR THE SAKE OF SYMMETRY, THE OTHER WAY AROUND: WE MUST
UNDERSTAND, TOO, THAT THE UNITED STATES CANNOT TWIST THE ARMS OF THE
PALESTINIANS. WHAT I AM SAYING ABOUT US, I CAN SAY ABOUT THEM. THE
UNITED STATES CANNOT IMPOSE A SOLUTION, AND SURELY THE UNITED STATES
CANNOT REPLACE ANY PARTNER. BASICALLY, THE NEGOTIATIONS ARE BETWEEN
THEM AND US, WHERE THE UNITED STATES IS PLAYING THE NOBLE ROLE OF A
BRIDGE-MAKER, BUT NOT A SUCCESSOR TO ONE OF THE PARTIES OR TWO OF THE
PARTIES. I BELIEVE THE FACT THAT THE U.S. DOCUMENT WAS 50 MUCH
CRITICIZED SHOWS THAT, MAYBE FOR THE TIME BEING, THE PROPER BRIDGING
DEFINITIONS WERE NOT YET FOUND -- BUT THEY MAY BE FOUND.

I THINK ALSO THE PALESTINIAN SIDE, AND OUR SIDE, MUST UNDERSTAND THE
LIMITATION OF THE ARAB WORLD'S SUPPORT. I THINK BASICALLY THERE ARE
COUNTRIES, MOST OF THEM, WERE SUPPORTIVE IN HAVING THE PALESTINIANS
COMING BACK TO THE NEGOTIATIONS. WE APPRECIATE IT VERY MUCH. WE
CLEARLY APPRECIATE THE ROLE OF THE EGYPTIANS. I THINK PRESIDENT
MUBARAK AND HIS TEAM PLAYED A VERY CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE, AND WE
APPRECIATE IT. WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE THEM PLAYING MORE. BUT ONE OF THE
VERY TOUCHY PROBLEMS OF THE PALESTINIAN DELEGATION WAS NOT REALLY
ANSWERED PROPERLY BY EITHER SIDE, AND THAT IS THE FINANCIAL CRISIS IN
WHICH THE PALESTINIAN PARTY FOUND ITSELF -- BOTH FROM AN
ADMINISTRATIVE POINT OF VIEW AND FROM THE NEEDS IN THE TERRITORIES
THEMSELVES.

THAT MAY BE ANOTHER ADDITION TO THE SOBERING SITUATION, AND THAT IS
THAT THE PALESTINIANS, AS WELL AS US, TRADITIONALLY IGNORED THE
ECONOMIC SIDE OF THE POLITICAL SITUATION WHEN IT CAME TO THE
PALESTINIAN PROBLEM. WE WERE SO MUCH POLITICALLY MINDED, THAT WE
ALMOST IGNORED THE REAL NEED FOR ECONOMIC IMPROVEMENT, OR AT LEAST A
RELATION TO THE ECONOMIC SIDE OF THE PROBLEM. IT IS TRUE ABOUT GAZA,
IT IS TRUE ABOUT THE WEST BANK. HERE, TOO, WE HAVE TO LOOK FOR NEW
WAYS AND MEANS HOW TO HANDLE IT. IF YOU SHOULD REALLY COME TO THE
ISSUE OF GAZA, ECONOMY MAY PLAY AN EQUAL ROLE TO POLITICS IN LOOKING
FOR SOLUTION TO THIS PART OF THE LAND.

ACTUALLY, WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED, ALL OF US, IN THE TENTH ROUND, 1I5
THAT WHILE HAVING THE GOOD OFFICES OF THE UNITED STATES, OR RUSSIA
WHO IS ALSO ONE OF THE TWO PARTIES THAT ARE PROVIDING THE AUSPICES
FOR THOSE NEGOTIATIONS, BASICALLY THE GIVE AND TAKE MUST BE BETWEEN
THE PALESTINIANS AND US. I DO EXPECT THAT IN THE NEXT ROUND, WHEREVER
IT MAY TAKE PLACE AND IN WHICHEVER FORM IT MAY BE DEVELOPED, WE SHALL
HAVE TO HAVE A GOOD LOOK MORE AT THE PRAGMATIC SIDE OF THE STORY.

WE HAVE ENGAGED OURSELVES SO MUCH IN WRITTEN DEFINITIONS, THAT ALMOST
ONE COULD GET THE FEELING THAT WE ARE WRITING A NEW BIBLE OR A NEW
KORAN. I FEEL THERE IS A LIMIT TO THE INVESTMENT ONE SHOULD PUT 1IN
THE SMALL PRINT OF A TICKET. YOU KNOW, WHEN A PERSON GOES TO THE
AIRPORT AND BUYS AN AIR TICKET, I THINK NORMALLY HE WOULD EMBARK ON
THE PLANE. BUT IF INSTEAD HE WILL SIT IN THE WAITING ROOM AND TRY TO
READ THE SMALL PRINT OF THE TICKET, HE MAY NEVER FLY, AS A PROTEST TO
WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE TICKET. SO I THINK, IN THAT CASE TO0O, WE HAVE
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TO PUT LESS EMPHASIS ON THE SMALL PRINT AND MORE EMPHASIS ON THE NEED
TO HAVE A TAKE-OFF IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION.

I KNOW THE PALESTINIANS ARE DISAPPOINTED. WE, TO00, WOULD LIKE _TO
ACHIEVE MORE. BUT IT IS NEITHER THE END OF THE NEGOTIATIONS NOR THE
END OF THE STORY, AND WE SHALL CONTINUE AND WE SHALL REMAIN AS
PREVIOUSLY VERY SERIOUS IN OUR ATTEMPT TO PUSH THE NEGOTIATIONS
AHEAD.

I WANT TO THANK MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, THE UNITED STATES,
RUSSIA, JAPAN, CANDAD, OTHER COUNTRIES, WHO PARTOOK IN THE
MULTILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS AND THE BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS. I THINK
THAT IF WE DIDN'T ACHIEVE YET A COMPLETE AGREEMENT, I HOPE THAT ME
ARE DRAWING THE RIGHT LESSONS AND MAYBE WE ARE NEARER TO HAVE SOME
ACHIEVEMENTS -- NEARER THAN MOST OF US BELIEVE OR THINK.

(: THE EFFORTS OF THE GOVERNMENT TO SHIFT FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO THE
WEST BANK AND GAZA -- DO YOU THINK THIS COULD HELP THE SITUATION AND
THE ATMOSPHERE IN THE TERRITORIES, TO MAKE THEM MORE INCLINED TO SHOW
A WILLINGNESS TOWARDS NEGOTIATIONS?

A: THANK YOU FOR THE QUESTION. I SHALL GIVE SOME NUMBERS ABOUT THE
SITUATION AFTER THE CLOSURE OF THE TERRITORIES. RIGHT NOW THE
GOVERNMENT HAS ISSUED 50,000 PERMITS. AT THE BEGINNING THERE WERE
100,000 PEOPLE WHO CAME FROM THE WEST BANK AND GAZA TO WORK 1IN
ISRAEL. ATTER THE CLOSURE, WHEN IT WAS ALMOST STOPPED, WE HAVE
RENEWED THE ISSUE OF PERMITS TO PROVIDE JOBS FOR THE PEOPLE AND
PREVENT ANY ECONOMIC DIFFICULTY OR VERY SERIOUS ECONOMIC DIFFICULTY
IN THE TERRITORIES. INSTEAD OF THE 100,000 OR SO, WE HAVE ISSUED
50,000. IN ADDITION, WE HAVE CREATED NEW JOBS IN THE WEST BANK AND
GAZA, IN THE VICINITY OF 25,000-30,000, MOST OF IT PUBLIC JOBS, WITH
A SPECIAL ALLOCATION BY THE GOVERNMENT. S0 THERE ARE  TODAY
75,000-80,000 PEOPLE BEING EMPLOYED.

WE ARE TRYING ALSO TO ENCOURAGE THE CONSTRUCTION OF INDUSTRIAL
ENTERPRISES, BUILDING ROADS. WE CALL FOR  INVESTMENT IN THE
TERRITORIES. THE GOVERNMENT ITSELF HAS ALLOCATED 100 MILLION DOLLARS
AS A SPECIAL ALLOCATION TO THE TERRITORIES, TO AWAKEN THE LOCAL
ECONOMY THERE. BY THE WAY, WE HAVE SUGGESTED TO THE PALESTINIANS THAT
IF THEY ARE READY TO TAKE OVER WHAT WE CALL THE 'EARLY EMPOWERMENT',
NAMELY TO TAKE OVER SOME OF THE DOMAINS EVEN BEFORE WE SHALL REACH A
FULL AGREEMENT ON THE AUTONOMY, THEY CAN BE PARTY IN THE ALLOCATION
OF THOSE 100 MILLION DOLLARS, HOW TO SPEND IT. THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY
HAS ALLOCATED SOMETHING LIKE 80 MILLION DOLLARS. UNTIL NOW, 30
MILLION DOLLARS ARE IN IMPLEMENTATION, BASICALLY IN CONTRUCTING
HOUSES. THERE IS A GROWTH OF CONSTRUCTION GOING ON, PARTICULARLY IN
THE WEST BANK. FOR EXAMPLE, THE CONSTRUCTION IN NABLUS WENT UP FIVE
TIMES, FROM 50,000 METERS TO 250,000 METERS THIS YEAR. AND WE INTEND
TO CONTINUE TO DO SO.

CLEARLY, THE ECONOMIC SITUATION IN THE TERRITORIES DOES HAVE EFFECT
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UPON THE MOOD OF THE PALESTINIAN NEGOTIATORS IN WASHINGTON, AND ME
FEEL OURSELVES RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ECONOMIC SITUATION THERE. AS LONG
AS WE ARE THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DAY, WE SHALL CONTINUE TO TRY AND DO
OUR VERY BEST TO IMPROVE THE ECONOMY, BOTH IN GAZA AND THE WEST BANK.

Q: THE TENTH ROUND OF BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS DOES NOT SEEM TO HAVE
RESULTED IN ANY AGREEMENT. WHAT STEPS WILL BE TAKEN AFTER IT?

A: THE PEACE TEAM OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT IS COMING TO THE AREA. MR.
DENNIS ROSS AND HIS COLLABORATORS WILL ARRIVE IN ISRAEL ON THE 8TH,
WHICH IS THURSDAY THIS WEEK. THEY WILL STAY HERE FOR A COUPLE OF DAYS
AND THEN THEY WILL CONTINUE TO THE ARAB COUNTRIES. SO, THERE WILL BE
AN ATTEMPT TO TOUCH GROUND IN BETWEEN THE NEXT ROUND, AND I THINK
THERE WILL ALSO BE AN ATTEMPT TO FIX A DATE FOR THE NEXT ROUND, FOR
THE ELEVENTH ROUND. BUT IN THE MEANTIME, THERE WILL BE A SEARCH FOR
BRIDGING DEFINITIONS, BECAUSE THE UNITED STATES HAS SAID THAT THE
DRAFT THEY HAVE SUGGESTED IS NOT A GOSPEL. THE PARTIES CAN SUGGEST
CHANGES IN IT, AND I AM SURE THAT THEY TWO PARTIES, PALESTINIANS AND
US, WILL INTRODUCE OR SUGGEST CHANGES TO IT.

Q: YESTERDAY, FIVE CABINET MINISTERS, INCLUDING ONE FROM THE LABOR
PARTY, ADVOCATED THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL HOLD  DIRECT
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE PLO, WITH YASSER ARAFAT. WHERE DO YOU STAND ON
THAT QUESTION?

A: WELL, IF FIVE WERE FOR, 13 WERE AGAINST -- DON'T FORGET IT -- AND
13 IS A MAJORITY.

Q: AND YOU ARE WITH THE 137
A: YES.

Q: ARE THERE ANY IDEAS FOR CHANGES FOR THE ELEVENTH ROUND TO BREAK
THE DEADLOCK?

A: I HOPE THAT THE PARTIES WILL TRY TO INTRODUCE SOME FLEXIBILITY IN
THE DEFINITIONS -- YES.

I WANT TO SAY ABOUT RECOGNIZING THE PLO: THE SITUATION IS THAT THERE
IS A PALESTINIAN DELEGATION WHICH IS EMPOWERED TO NEGOTIATE, AND WE
SAID PUBLICLY THAT WE ARE NOT GOING TO INTERVENE WITH WHOM THIS
DELEGATION IS IN CONSULTATION. FOR THE TIME BEING, I DO NOT FEEL
THERE IS A NEED FOR A CHANGE. ON THE NEGOTIATIONS ITSELF, I THINK, WE
HAVE TO LOOK AT THE ISSUES AND WE HAVE TO LOOK AT THE DEFINITIONS.

WITHOUT ANY SENSE OF POLEMIC, I THINK THAT THE PALESTINIAN SIDE MUST
UNDERSTAND THAT WHEN IT COMES TO JERUSALEM, THEY MUST RETURN TO THE
INITIAL IDEA, WHICH ALSO PREVAILED IN MADRID, THAT THE ISSUE OF
JERUSALEM SHOULD BE LAST ON THE LIST AND NOT FIRST ON THE LIST.
BECAUSE ON JERUSALEM, I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THERE IS AN ISRAELI
GOVERNMENT THAT IS EMPOWERED TO NEGOTIATE ON AUTONOMY. THAT'S OUR
POSITION. THE PALESTINIANS, FROM WHAT I CAN SEE, HAVE RAISED TO A
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VERY HIGH ALTITUDE THE ISSUE OF JERUSALEM AND JURISDICTION.

ACTUALLY, WHAT ISRAEL HAS SAID AND AGREED ON THE NEGOTIATIONS, IS
THAT WE SHOULD LOOK UPON THE TERRITORIES AS ONE PIECE OF LAND, AND
WHAT WE MEANT IS NOT THE TERRITORIES DURING THE AUTONOMY BUT WHAT WE
MEANT IS THE AUTHORITIES OF THE TERRITORIES. THE DIFFERENT PARTS OF
THE TERRITORIES WILL HAVE, WILL ENJOY OR BE RESTRICTED BY DIFFERENT
LEGISLATION OR AUTHORITIES.

LET'S NOT FORGET THAT, BUT FOR JERUSALEM, NEITHER THE WEST BANK NOR
GAZA WAS FORMALLY ANNEXED TO ISRAEL. FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF
SOVEREIGNTY, IT'S AN OPEN-ENDED TERRITORY, AND IT WILL REMAIN SO, AT
LEAST UNTIL WE SHALL HAVE A PERMANENT SOLUTION. SO FOR THE FIVE YEARS
TO COME, THE ISSUE OF JURISDICTION IS A LITTLE BIT AN ARTIFICIAL ONE,
BECAUSE WHEN IT COMES FOR EXAMPLE TO LAND, WE DO NOT DENY THE PRIVATE
OWNERSHIP OF LAND OR THE RIGHT OF THE ARAB PEOPLE, PALESTINIANS, TO
MANAGE THE LAND UPON WHICH THEY LIVE. MORE THAN 60 PERCENT OF THE
LAND, IN THE CASE OF AUTONOMY, WILL BE IN FACT UNDER THEIR
MANAGEMENT. BUT WHEN IT COMES TO SECURITY, WHEN IT COMES TO ISRAELI
SETTLEMENTS, THERE WILL BE A DIFFERENT AUTHORITY. IT'S ONE PIECE OF
LAND. SO INSTEAD OF MAPPING THE LAND, WE SUGGESTED TO MAP THE RIGHTS
OF THE USAGE OF THE MAP. THAT'S THE SITUATION.

Q: ONE OF THE DELIGHTS OF SERVING AS A DIPLOMAT IN ISRAEL IS THAT YOU
GET TO READ ABOUT WHAT WAS SAID IN THE CABINET MEETING THE DAY BEFORE
WITH OUR MORNING COFFEE. WE OF COURSE DON'T KNOW WHETHER THESE
CONVERSATIONS ARE ACCURATE OR NOT, BUT ASSUMING THEY ARE, THE 13 TO 5
ALIGNMENT ON THIS ISSUE MIGHT HAVE BEEN DIFFERENT, THAT WHAT WAS
PREOCCUPYING SOME OF THE 13 WAS THE QUESTION OF THE PLO RAISING THE
RIGHT OF RETURN, OR RAISING THE ISSUE OF JERUSALEM 1IN THE INTERIM
STAGE, AND SKIPPING THE INTERIM STAGE AND GOING DIRECTLY TO THE FINAL
STATUS NEGOTIATIONS. DO YOU SEE SOME KIND OF A DEAL WHERE THE PLO
COULD BE THE SIGNATORY ON A DEAL THAT WAS WELL WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK
OF MADRID?

A: TO ANSWER YOU HONESTLY, I WOULD LIKE TO SEE FIRST THE SIGNATURE
AND THEN THE SIGNATORIES, NOT THE OTHER WAY AROUND. NAMELY, IF You
CAN REACH AN AGREEMENT, I WOULD SAY THAT THE PARTY THAT WE SHALL
AGREE WITH WILL BE THE PARTY THAT WILL SIGN. BUT TO START BY THE
QUESTION OF WHO WILL SIGN IS SIMPLY TO TAKE AN EXTRA POLITICAL
BURDEN, TOTALLY UNNECESSARY FOR THE TIME BEING, UPON THE SHOULDERS OF
THE GOVERNMENT. BECAUSE THERE IS CLEARLY A TEAM THAT WE CAN NEGOTIATE
WITH, AND WE KNOW EXACTLY WITH WHOM THE TEAM IS IN TOUCH. MAYBE THERE
IS AN ELEMENT OF VAGUENESS IN IT, BUT WHO SAYS THAT VAGUENESS IS
UNNECESSARY DURING NEGOTIATIONS?

THERE ARE STILL PROBLEMS WITH THE PLO. THEY WANT TO REPRESENT THE
PALESTINIAN DIASPORA, WHEREAS WE WANT TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE
PALESTINIANS WHO RESIDE HERE. WE DO NOT HAVE A SOLUTION FOR THE
PALESTINIAN DIASPORA. BY THE WAY, WE HAVE EVEN OUR OWN DISTINCTION
BETWEEN THE JEWISH DIASPORA AND THE JEWISH COMMUNITY IN ISRAEL. IT IS
NOT THE SAME. THEN, THE PLO DID NOT DENOUNCE CLEARLY THE ISSUE OF
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TERROR, WHICH IS AN ADDITIONAL PROBLEM FOR US. I MUST SAY THAT HAIDER
ABDEL SHAFI, FOR THE FIRST TIME, CONDEMNED THE SHOOTING IN JERUSALEM.
HE CONDEMNED THE VIOLENCE, BUT JUSTIFIED THE REASONS IN A WAY. AND
THEN THERE IS STILL THE PLO COVENANT. BUT WE DON'T FEEL THAT WE ARE
SHORT OF AIR TO NEGOTIATE. WE HAVE ENOUGH AIR.

Q: COULD YOU COMMENT ON THE TIME FACTOR? WE KNOW THAT ISRAEL HAS A
GOVERNMENT THAT IS WILLING TO NEGOTIATE, WE KNOW THAT YOU HAVE
COUNTERPARTS. BUT TIME IS RUNNING, AND THERE ARE STILL NO TANGIBLE
RESULTS, IN SPITE OF ALL THOSE EFFORTS BEING MADE, AND I THINK IT
WOULD BE INTERESTING TO HEAR FROM YOU, HOW YOU SEE THE SITUATION FROM
THAT POINT OF VIEW, FROM THE TIME PERSPECTIVE. IS TIME WORKING 1IN
FAVOR OF THIS NEGOTIATING EFFORT OR IS TIME RUNNING OUT? IS IT
BECOMING MORE DIFFICULT BECAUSE OF LACK OF RESULTS?

A: TO SAY THAT THE TIME IS RUNNING OUT IS A PESSIMISTIC PHENOMENON
FOR ALL OF US. EVERY DAY WE LOSE IS A LOST DAY. I DO BELIEVE THAT
TIME IS RUNNING OUT FOR ALL OF US. I THINK THERE ARE MANY ARABS WHO
BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND THAT THEIR PROBLEM IS NOT ISRAEL BUT IRAN, AND
THEIR PROBLEM IS NOT ZIONISM BUT FUNDAMENTALISM, AND THAT MAY
ENDANGER THE STABILITY OF LIFE IN MANY ARAB COUNTRIES. THEN, AGAIN, I
THINK THERE IS A FEELING THAT THE WORLD IS BEGINNING TO BE TIRED OF
THIS ISSUE. ON THE OTHER HAND, I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT BY POSTPONING,
WE ARE WINNING. WHEN I THINK, SAY, SHOULD WE WAIT ANOTHER YEAR, WILL
ANY PARTY BE ABLE TO GET SOMETHING MORE THAN TODAY, I WILL SAY NO. ON
THE CONTRARY, IT WILL BE MORE DIFFICULT, BECAUSE THERE IS THE
DEMOGRAPHIC DEVELOPMENT WHICH DOESN'T MAKE THE SITUATION EASIER.

ON THE TIMETABLE: I WOULDN'T LIKE TO GUESS, BUT IN MY JUDGMENT IT MAY
BE SHORTER THAN MOST PEOPLE THINK, BECAUSE I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT WE
HAVE EXPLORED ALL THE POSSIBILITIES. 1IN ADDITION TO THE WRITTEN
DEFINITIONS, THERE ARE SOME PRAGMATIC OPTIONS, LIKE FOR EXAMPLE, TO
TRY AND START WITH GAZA FIRST, THAT CAN REALLY PROMPT THE
NEGOTIATIONS IN A VERY IMPORTANT MANMNER. I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT ALL
THE POSSIBLE OPTIONS ARE ALREADY KNOWN TO ALL OF US, AND I BELIEVE
THAT SOME OF THE SOLUTIONS MAY BE DIFFERENT FROM THE ONES THAT ARE
TODAY PUT ON THE TABLE. FOR THAT REASON, I AM QUITE WILLING TO
BELIEVE THAT IT MAY OCCUR EARLIER THAN MOST OF US WOULD THINK.

Q: YESTERDAY SECRETARY OF STATE WARREN CHRISTOPHER WENT ON RECORD
SAYING THAT THE UNITED STATES MAY TAKE A LOW PROFILE IN NEGOTIATIONS
AND MAY LEAVE THE PARTIES TO GET ON BY THEMSELVES. WHAT IS YOUR
REACTION TO THAT?

A: I THINK THERE IS A NEED FOR THE AMERICAN BRIDGING ROLE. WHEN YOU
LOOK AROUND, FROM AN INTERNATIONAL POINT OF VIEW, STILL THE UNITED
STATES IS THE BEST EQUIPPED COUNTRY TO HANDLE THIS SORT OF
NEGOTIATIONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST. AS FAR AS WE ARE CONCERNED, WE
BELIEVE IN THE SINCERITY OF THE UNITED STATES, WHICH IS TRYING TO
PLAY REALLY THE ROLE OF A BRIDGE-MAKER, OF BRIDGE-BUILDER. IT PERMITS
THE PARTIES TO CRITICIZE THE UNITED STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES HAS
THE RIGHT TO CRITICIZE US. 1 DO HOPE THEY WILL CONTINUE TO PLAY THEIR
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