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MIGUEIL ANGE] MARTINEZ

President of the Parlia nentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe

Bomn in Madrid, January 1940. After studying for his baccalauréat ar the Lycée
Frangais, he entered the Complutense University, Madrid, to read medicine. He was forced
1o abandon his studies when he was arrested. tied. convicted and imprisoned for his
militant anti-Franco activitics. He managed to leeve Spain in 1962, remaining in exile undl
Franco's death in 1975. As a student he had been part of the Socialist Resistance
Movement against the dictatorship and had also held office in the Young Socialist
association at a time (1959) when political parties were outlawed in Spain. He soon
afterwards joined the PSOE (Spanish Socialist Labour Party) and the UGT (General
Workers” Union).

Throughout his 14-year long exile, he was an activist in social democrat trade
union and political organisations - both Spanish crganisations in exile and of the countries
where he lived. From 1962 to 1964 he resided in Toulouwse, France where he taught
Spanish and was at the same time intemational secretary of the Spanish National
Federation of Young Socialists. Both at Toulouse University and later ar Vienna
University {Austria) he swdied philology.

He moved to Vienna in 1964, where he lived until 1973, holding important posts in
various international labour movement organisations: the IUSY (International Union of
Socialist Youth) and IFM-SEI (International Falcon Movement - Socialist Educational
International).

He was the first elected President of the European Co-ordination Bureau of
International Youth Organisations. From 1972 1o 1974 he was Vice-Chairman of the
Governing Board of the European Youth Centre and the Euwropean Youth Foundadon of
the Council of Europe.

From 1973 to 19735 he lived in Brussels, working in the ICFTU Training
Depamment {International Confederation of Free Trade Unions).

Following Franco's death he retumed 1o Spain in 1976, taking an active part in re
organising the PSOE and UGT, and «ccupying high office in both organisations. Fron
1988 to 1990 he was a member of the PSOE Execuove Committee: he has been 2 membe
of the Party's Federal Commiitee since 1982, From 1983 to 1988 he served 25 Gene

Secretary of the PSOF in the repi f Cay viancha.




Im 1977, in the frer pener clecuons held after demMoCTacy was resion
clected member of pariaicni i udad Real. He was re-clecied in the suC
clections of 1979, 1982, 1086 and 1989, Serving as a Socialist member of parhizme:
was particularly active in the ares of foreign policy: he was both Secrerary and Vice
Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the Lower House, ana sinec oo0-
been the Socialist Group’s parliamentary spokesman on iniernational affairs, He hai als
been a member in twrn of the Lower House Committees on Conflicts of Interest. Liucation
and Culture, and Agriculoure.

Since 1983 he has been a member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe. In 1985, he was chosen to head the Spanish delegauon, and was elected Vice-
President of the Parliamentary Assembly and member of its Bureau.

He has worked as member of various Assembly Comminees (Culture and
Education, Budget, Politcal Affairs) and Sub-Commitiees (CSCE. Middle East and
Terrorism), From 1984 to 1990 he was Chairman of the Sub-Committee on the Situation
in the Middle East; from 1989 to May 1992, he was Vice-Chairman of the Poliacal
Affairs Commitiee and, since 1985, has been Vice-Chairman of the Socialist Group in the
Assembly.

He has chaired the Spanish Group of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPL] since
1983 and was Chairman of its Committee for Political Questions. International Security

and Disarmament { 1986- 198%). From 1988 unul Apnl 1992 he was Vice-Chairman of the
IPU Executive Committes.

Since 1990 he has headed the Spanish delegation o the WEU Assembly. of which
he is Vice-President.

In April 1990, in Madrid, he presided over the Spanish deleganon wking part in
the conference which launched the Parliamentary Assembly of the CSCE.

In May 1992 he was unanimously elected President of the Parliamentar, Assembly
of the Council of Europe,

He is married, has ore daughter, one son and a grand-daughter.

Madrid, 28 July 199



Catherine Lalumiére was born on 3 August 1935 at Rennes (llle-et-Vilaine) into
a brewing family from Alsace.

It was there, in her native city, that she graduated as a Doctor of Public Law, with
a Diploma in Advanced Studies in Political Science and History of Law, before
obtaining an appointment, in 1960, as Assistant Lecturer at the University of
Bordeaux | and the Bordeaux Institute of Political Studies.

On 4 April 1960 she married Pierre Lalumiére, Professeur agrégé of Public Law,
who belongs to an old Girondin family. From then on, she was not to leave Bordeaux,
even when, in 1971, she was appointed to a lectureship at the University of
Paris |-Panthéon-5orbonne.

It was alongside her husband and Frangois Mitterrand that she was to fight her
first political campaigns. She joined the Socialist Party in 1973 and was one of
the team of experis formed around the First Secretary of the Party, Francois

Mitterrand, who helped draft his briefs as a candidate in the 1974 and 1981
presidential elections.

In 1975 she became the Socialist Party's Mational Officer for the Civil Service.

After Francois Mitterrand's victory on 10 May 1981, she entered Pierre Mauroy's
first government as State Secretary for the Civil Service.

After being elected Member of Parliament for the 3rd Gironde constituency in June
1981, she was appointed Minister for Consumer Affairs.




In March 1282 cha lad the opposition to Jacques Chaban-Delmas as a
Presidential Majority candidate in the Bordeaux municipal elections.

In December 1984 she was appointed State Secretary for European Affairs at the
Ministry of External Relations, succeeding Roland Dumas. In that capacity, she
represented France in negotiations for the entry of Spain and Portugal into the
European Economic Community and took part in the drafting of the Single Act.

In March 1986 she led the Socialist Party regional list for the General Election and
returned to parliament. As a Member of Pariament, she was a member of the
Council of Europe's Parliamentary Assembly from January 1987. She was
re-elected Member of Parliament for the 3rd Gironde constituency at the June
1988 General Election.

Appointed by her peers to be Vice-President of the Foreign Affairs Committee of
the French National Assembly alongside Valéry Giscard d'Estaing, she also
became Vice-President of the delegation for the European Communities.

On 10 May 1989 the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe elected
her to the post of Secretary General. She thus succeeds Marcelino Oreja, former
Foreign Minister of Spain, who had held that office since October 1984,

She officially took office on 1 June 1983, after giving up her seat in the French
Parliament.
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= Docteur Henri FRAHCEK
Cardiologue {3% anpaim)
2, rue Haguenau
&7000 STRASBOURG
Tal. B8.36.61.63 (Cablient et domicile) {r33t npraasal

= Docteur Simon DAHAN
Cardioclogues {25 anoim)
15, rue Herckmann Chatrian
GT000 STRASBOURG
Tél. : 88.25.12.40 (Cabinet) faprysap |
BB.35.77.17 (Domicile) (nz2 }

= Docteur Garard WEINDLING
Généraliste
30, Bd d'Anvers
67000 STRASBOURG
Tél. : BA.60.02.47 (Cabinet) frpr224p)
88.25.52.38 (Domicile) fns3

febby yz771 J

= Docteur Danielle ORENSTEIHN
Généraliste
30, Boulevard 4dfAnvers
67000 STRASBOURG
Tél. : BB.60.02.47 (Cabinet) fapaavrhp)
88.35.42.43 (Domicile) ey

{7353 HE17)

- Docteur Thierry ROOS
pentiste
5, rue Geiler
67000 STRASBOURG
Tél. : 88.36.01.12 (Cabinet) faprrrhal
88.31.12.12 (Domicile)

(o370 NRY2)

fnra)

= Docteur Jean—-Claude YULZART
Dentiste (OT117@ KO717)
5, rue Geiler
7000 STRASBOURG
Tél. : 88.36.04.12 (Cabinet) faprradp)
BE.24.23.17 (Domicile) i

HOPITAL DE HAUTEPIERRE : Tél. : 88.28.90.00 T
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|_|_E work of {he Councld of Edrope s based on
co-aperation between its two main bedies: the
Commities of Ministers and the Padiamentary
Assembly. While the first takes decisions and
guldes policy, the second i a forum for debate and
reflection. The continual dialogue between them
leads Lo real steps forward on the read o
democracy and Furopean unily.
The Cogneil of Europe was erealed in 1949 when
war-tom Europe had hardiy awoken from a
totaldarian nightmare. IS missicon. to'forge a doser
unmicn between European democracies, 5o thal
together they can puarantse peace, social progress,
freedam and human rghts, The Council of Europe
has continuably striven to builld bridges between the
peoples of Europe, encouraging them to
understand each other better and gbowe all to live
In closer harmony, How? By protecting human
rightz and helping to harmonise legislabion and
national palicies throeghout Europe. It now plays
an active rode in many different spheres, including:
human rights, medsa, social affairs, education
culture, youth, heatth, local and regional
pavernment, emaronmental msuwes and egskation.
Mislitary defence s the only issue that remains
outside (b5 scope

CLIMNSEIL

DE
= LEUROPE §

The democratic conscience of Europe

I'He Parlizmetnary  Assembly of the Cosmeil af
Eurgpe was the hrst Burepean ssscmbly o e
ol our cncinent Tt serves
el currents in

n be freely cxpressed; 16 plavs 8 vital
holding and proamoting ,.m"....:....r.,u.r”.. arpcd
buman rights.

L3

a delibembive bady, thedssembie can be
wvative and bold i i opPpoeachs T acs &8
a think-mank. addressing lono-reem fgsnes

1ch Concern overy. Edropenn

i by, activel Iming o
Furope s work aind
s of anitiatives and

L BRI
VL ITHITHS
FovEdes i lmk between peoples and

s 8t Earnspean level, exertine

statcs” policie:

The way forward for the new
democracies

A OTALY

.._,..._.._._.__.._.. supported the great
popaalar surge lowands fresdom
i OemnoCrack mooentral and
castern Europe, 1t oreated
special guest stafus 1o

with the legiElhtive sssembles of the Nedeling
democracies. Parlinbenls enjuving vhis sians
send parliamentary deleganons. refecting the
variones pobiicnl trepds, o the Adsembly
Thiwe delegations participaie - plenory
seRslons andd 10 commaiiee: mecings,
theureh thee are mol emitiod o voge,
Albpmiu, Pelarus, Croaien Joatvia,
thie fornter YVispesky Repahiic of
Mo AMoldova, BEussia
and Ukning civrently
hobd specinl guest
sidmis. Thee Targul]
Pagliamicnt has
observer status.

The Parliamentary Assembly's membership:
reflecting Europe's natienal parliaments

Each national delegniion retlects thie. fruin

] al tremds 0 ies pachament The
Parlismentury ...._,..r.n....__.:_.”... currently ..._.__.__“.x_.r...__...r
234 parlamen rhe-lower danid
vpper hoases of . noki rmens ! and thoir
254 substitutes. They ane elected o appodnid
b nationsl parhiaments from among their osm
members. Bach countey 5 assigned @ nambser o
seqns i proportion oo ik pepulaiion,

Iy the Sssembds lramber “_..Eu_n.._.__:n:._ﬂ"ru_____r Are
i in alpheberical order and nor by pary or
miopahiny. Thelc conitibuvsons aze porsonal
ones. Some members st as independents, bt
s ally themgelyves wich the byve politcal
proups which heve been formed: the Sddiabicl
Crrouipy e BFuropcsn Peopde’s Parry Groap, the
Expbpegn- Democatic Growps, the Liberal
Eremocroile and Beformers Group and the
Crroepy of 1he Unificd Europcan Left

ks (mpesnbars
il parl

L§

Creanisation of the Parliamentary
Assembly: a mirror of democracy

Qritamentiry Adsembly makes sugpestions
wacorrinenis i furthiers the European cause,
ComMmEnTs of The meafor issues-of the

s divides! inte folr parts,
g abour @ ek A IITE s

two afficial languagss of the Caonnal of Eurrpe,
English and L'rénch,

The Parltamemntary Assembly elecis-its
President. who holds office for three vears. The
current President is Migoel Angel Martines
Spaing. The President and Vice-Presidents
make up - ithe Purcas of the Assembly . whose
ik inclhsdes drawing wp the agenda and
echeduling debates, The Assembiv ilse glecoh
the Hecretiry Crenecal of the Cioundl o
Europe, the Deputy Seoretary Gencral. the
jadges of the _..:q_.__.__..._._._._ Conrl of Hiarian _ﬂ_.m_._f.
and the Clerk of the Purbimentary: Assembily,
who rums the Assembly Secremrian gnd hokds
the: rank of Depury  Sécretary Generl,

The Assembly mukes recommendations 1o the
Committee of Ministers and forms resolutions
B ERpToEs s VISWs ki Hpaarieng Current

IERHEE [ j_ﬂ_..m an amporbanl ket in the
nrecedure for the accesson of mew

member siates. since he Comm
of Ministers resches o decision
onby alter consulting 1he
Assemble
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The Council
of Europe:
a grand design
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Practical action with significant results
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Mr. President,

Secretary General,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| would like to thank vyou, Mr.
President, for the invitation which was
extended to me to address today tlis
esteemed forum, the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe. It gives me much
pleasure to be here nearly two years after
Chaim Herzog addressed you, while serving
as President of the State of Israel.



w

May | take this opportunity to salute
the Council of Europe for the central role
it has played in promoting the European
integration process based on the values of
democracy and freedom, as well as for its
present contribution toward the

architecture of Europe and the safeguardigg
of human rights and values.

Israel follows with much interest your
efforts to create a stronger and more

united continent, and reshaping modern

Europe.




Although Israel is not an integral part
of your continent, we, as a democratic and
Western state, feel a profound and strong
affinity for Europe, one which we beliege
is mutually shared by you. Our longstanding
and steadfast commitment to democratic
values iIs illustrated by the fact that the
special status of observer in the Council
of Europe was given to our members of the

Knesset, Israel's Parliament. &
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Israel fully shares the values which
this Council represents. Therefore it s
incumbent upon all Democracies and
especially the nations of the Council of
Europe to lead the fight and renounce the
resurging plague of racism, anti-semitisig,
and intolerance, in every form, and at
every opportunity. In this context Israel
cannot but condemn the growth of Neo-Nazi
movements, and calls upon you, the Council,
to vigorously oppose it.
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It gives me much satisfaction to praise
the ongoing and fruitful dialogue between
Israel and the Council of Europe. We are
delighted to open the doors of the Knesset
to periodic working sessions of various
Committees of the Assembly. In March 199g,
the Committee on Culture and Education
conducted in Jerusalem its hearings on
religious tolerance in a democratic
society. Later we hosted the Committee on
Science and Technology under the same
auspices. This year we expect to host yst
another two committees: the Committee on
Parliamentary and Public Relations and the
Agricultural Committee which will discuss
the topic of desertification.

Dear Friends,




o

| come from Jerusalem, the eternal
Capital of the Jewish People, the city
where the Prophets proclaimed their visions
of peace, to tell you that the Government
of Israel knows that the eyes of many
millions the world over, look toward it in
prayer, in great hope, and Iin tlge
expectation of a new path, a new momentum.
| come from Jerusalem to tell you that the
Government of Israel yearns for peace and
is willing to make peace.

| also want to tell you that we knnxv
that obstacles will arise, that crises will
erupt, that we will face disappointment,
tears, and pain. But in the end, we shall
arrive at peace. Supported by your
blessings, concern and assistance we will
do it.




Dear Friends,

In the last decade of our twentieth

century, WM mw

( ) =t 0=
ﬁ@iﬂqre Walls of hatred have fallen,
peoples have been liberated, borders and
artificial barriers have disappeared,

powers have crumbled and ideologies have

colla d.
pse i



It is our sacred duty, to ourselves and
to our children, to see the new world as it
is now, to note its dangers, explore its
prospects, and do everything possible so
that the State of Israel will fit into the
changing face of this world. | think

: Lm,,.lau
in recent years the warld has beeomé“*a

glebal—village Wﬁ% (_‘ no nation can solve
its problems alone, and no country should
think that it is isolated. Each nation
should overcome those feelings and act in
world and regional cooperation. We Wiﬂ-"
that our region will also join this
movement towards peace, reconciliation and
cooperation that is spreading over the
globe these days.

Dear Friends,
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| have committed myself and my
government to the present Peace Pmness,‘
and | have expressed on many occasions my
hope that 1994 will be a year during which
a peace agreement can be reached with our
Arab neighbors. We believe with all our
hearts that peace is possible, that It ¢
imperative, and that it will come.

For much of my life | was a soldier. |
took part in Israel's wars, as well as
Israel’'s march for peace. As one who has
been a soldier, | can still see - as thnugl
it were just yesterday - the rows of fallen
comrades lining the road to Jerusalem in
our War of Independence; the skeletons of
the burnt-out vehicles; the burning trucks;
and the thousands of besieged Jerusalemites
coming out towards us to get their sacks of \

sugar, and rice, and jerry cans of water.
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As one who was a commander, | know that
before we decided - before | decided - to
go into battle, we always saw before us -
and will always see - the eyes of the
soldiers asking whether this is vital,
whether there isn't some other choice. &

Only one who, year after year, stands
facing the thousands and tens of thousands
of silent mourners in the cemeteries on
Memorial Day; only one who has seen worlds
destroyed and families devastated knuv‘s
just how important peace is to us.
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Nevertheless, as the son of a people
that was exiled from its land and in that
exile lost millions of its sons and
daughters in pogroms, in Aktionen, in the
Holocaust; as the son of a people to whom
the picture of the child with raised hangs
in the Warsaw Ghetto returns at night, |
ask for your understanding and undivided
attention: For us peace, Iimportant as It
is, cannot prevail without security. Israel
will be very forthcoming in its quest for
peace, but it will not compromise on i‘s
security.

Israel is ready for peace and is
willing to take risks and make dramatic
decisions. But any risk or decision should
be well calculated, for hasty actions could
bring upon us irreversible results.
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As Chief of Staff during the Six-Day
War, | promised myself that | would be the
last commander of the Israel Defence Forces
who would have to face untenable borders,
unreasonable lines of defence, and the
threat of annihilation. The security of ogr
children, our security is essential. If we
have security, we will also have peace -
for all the inhabitants of our country and
for its neighbors.

Distinguished Members of the Council, e
The Government of |Israel recognizes
that in order to put an end to the
Arab-Israeli conflict and for peace to be
real and permanent, it must be inclusive of
all the parties to the conflict ‘
participating in the present peace process.
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The United States has generated a
formula which serves both as a procedural
and substantive term of reference to the
Peace Process. We believe very firmly that
there is no need to alter this formula, for
it responds to our long quest to haojl
direct negotiations with those Arab parties
invited to this process according to the
Madrid Letter of Invitation. We should not
lose precious time.

Our am is to conclude a set af
bilateral peace agreements in each and
every track of negotiations in order to
meet the objective of establishing a
comprehensive, just and lasting peace.
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The problem now is one of substance. |
am convinced that temporary setbacks and
difficulties in our negotiations with
the PLO will not stop us from reaching an
agreement. The road to Peace is
irreversible. Therefore, | do believe that
we should persevere in our efforts aimed @t
implementing our histeric. agreement with
the P.L.O. We don't have any territorial
designs in Lebanon and our problems with
Jordan could be solved fairly easily.
However, Lebanon will not budge without

Syria's blessing. °
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As you know, President Clinton met with
President Assad in Geneva on January 16th.
Out of this rhorgentous event came a hope
that we should explore carefully in order
to be sure that Syria genuinely means to
achieve the kind of Peace and Security wg
are looking for, a peace that would last
for generations to come, a peace that would
put an end to the sufferings, plight and
fear of all the peoples in the Middle East,
a peace that would fulfil Prophet Isaiah's
vision: o
TID 1TN?2" K21 .17 "1 20 "11 RW* XN?"

".nmem
"Nation shall not lift sword against
nation, nor shall they learn war any more."

Dear Friends,
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I must acknowledge that our
negotiations with Syria have been since
their beginning, serious, open, and
progress has even been made. However, |
call on President Assad to walk the extra
mile in order to meet us in the middle of
the road for peace, and assure us a high
degree of security about Syria's long term
intentions.

As for the Palestinians, | sincerely
W
believe that we have made drarnatic progress
in that track. The Self-Governing Authuri‘y
iIs meant to be an interim solution for five
vears enabling the Palestinians to take
sole responsibility for their lives while
leaving the negotiations on the final
status to a later stage,, beginning—the
third —year  from the inauguration of —the
Palestinian-Couneil. .
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We have also taken steps intended to
create a better atmosphere in the
territories and we are willing to make
additional steps. However, the blind and
indiscriminate terrorism initiated by the
Palestinian extremists ahtl religious
fanatics impedes the speed of progress @@
this area.
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Those mﬂ?{fqu igg sitting here who regard
yourselves (‘as friends of the Palestinians
and are sincerely concerned should roll up
your sleeves and persuade them to take
advantage of this historic opportunity. At
the same time, there are elements among tlge
Palestinians who are determined to sabotage
any steps towards peace. To them | say: No
knife, no stone, no firearm, bomb, or
land-mine will stop us. We will continue to
strike hard, without flinching, at
terrorists and those who abet them. Ther.e
are and will be no compromises in the war
against terror. We strive for peace - yet
we will continue to fight for our right to
live in Israel in peace and tranquility.

My Friends,
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We are at the start of a long road. We
have halted the settlements, we have

changed our order of national priorities,
and we have turned onto a new path of

economic growth and the creation of jobs
for hundreds of thousands of new immigrants

and young Israelis. We need Europe @@
extend a hand, and we need your support for

Jews and Arabs alike.

Common interest between Israel and
Europe is based on the conviction that
there is a linkage between peace iIn Eurup.e
and peace Iin the Middle East. Yet Israel
and Europe do not possess only common
values and historic responsibility but also
bear joint responsibility for the shaping
of their future.
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In my view, Europe should increase its
involvement in the peace-making process in
the Middle East. | believe Europe has a
major role to fulfil on the arduous road
to peace. It is already part of the
multilateral talks intended to back up the
bilateral peace negotiations with regl
substance. Europe has a challenging task:
to contribute to the transformation of the
region through economic development and
cooperation, rehabilitating refugees,
developing water and natural resources,
solving environmental hazards and

regulating arms control. ®




.

In short, Europe has the laborious task

of bringing rivals from enmity to
reconciliation, from boycott to acceptance;
Europe has to add its input in order to
consolidate peace In its real dimension:
open borders, free movement of goods and
people, coexistence and cooperation. &

Indeed, the road to peace crosses
Europe, for without it, it would remain
incomplete. Consequently, because of this,
| believe that Europe should take a stand
which will make it instrumental in th.e

peace process. It should address the
parties with an even-handed and fair
approach. | feel an ambivalence in the
European attitude towards Israel. | would
like to see more understanding concerning
our political positions, our security
concerns and our economic needs.
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For years we have heard actusgations,
sermons, advice, \eiled \threats and
sanctions, and we have on many occasions
voiced our frustrations from these
positions and from Europe's attitude to
belittle our fears concerning the transfgy

of technologies, sensitive fissionable
materials and sophisticated weapon systems

to States that vowed our destruction.

For over forty years, the Arab boycott
has been a tool in the war against Israe.l,
even though it contradicts the fundamental
principle os free trade, as espoused in
GATT and in our joint free trade agreement.
European states have all deplored its
existence, though only a small minority
have taken concrete steps to eliminate it.
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Two years ago when the Madrid Peace
Process began, pressire'~was “-phaced --on

Israel ‘to .mz concessions in return for
the abolition of the boycott. No one then
would have dreamt that after the progress
achieved in recent months, that the boycott

would stil be used as an illegitimage
weapon against Israel. Europe's resolve and

our joint cooperation can halt such actions
once and for all.
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It is precisely at this juncture, when
Israel and the European Union are about to
begin official talks to renegotiate our
1975 free trade agreement, that we must
bridge the gaps and mend fences between us.
In any new agreement we must take account
of the constantly changing nature of o
relations, so that iIn twenty years an
agreement will be just as relevant then, as
when it was agreed upon. Therefore a new
agreement must include the potential to
evolve and incorporate new dimensions.
&
Israel's trade links with Europe have
developed greatly, as a result of our trade
agreement and through our adoption and
adherence to the values of free trade you
espoused. However, today we find that the
major trading blocs do not always abide by
the standards they demand of others.
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Our mutual trade links are extensive.
Last year over 60% of our imports were from
European countries and over 38% of our
exports were to you. Moreover, it must not
be forgotten that Israel !}%s a large trade
deficit with Europe at $% billion in 1993,
which_~was_-over 100%. _of —our_-total- tragg
deficit. this is a clear indicator of
Europe’s benefit from our close economic

links.
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In any final agreement, account must be
taken of Israel's ability to contribute to
the economic activity of Europe, as well as
our special needs. Our relatively small and
dynamic economy complements yours, rather
than competes with it. Israeli corporatiogs
excel In their ability to Innovate, due to
our proven R&D capabilities and our highly
skilled work force. These abilities will
continue to  greatly benefit European
companies.
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Moreover, as the Middle East's economy
develops, Israel's advance financial
services sector will offer important
services to European companies seeking to
enter and expand in the region. It is
precisely because you recognize  thg
importance of the Middle East to Europe,

that Israel's role as a stabilizing factor
and locomotive for growth in the region
cannot be minimized and it is in an era of
peace that European interests require an
Israeli economy that is continuing t.n
expand and develop. Israel’'s geographical
location should not stand in the way of
deepened economic ties between Israel and
Europe.
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We in turn have special needs that we
expect you to take into account. Our
agricultural sector is very different from
the one that existed when the old free
trade agreement was agreed upon. We
recognize that agriculture is a very
sensitive subject for us both. Howeveg,
just as Israel is expected to be flexible
on this subject in its negotiations with
the Palestinians, we need similar
flexibility on your part. Israel's
agricuttural_~___sector~_ \_aloene_~-——cannot
accommodate the -needs._of \the\/Paléstiniang
agticulture.
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Similarly, our technological input to
products, though often small, nevertheless
significantly upgrades their quality.
However, rigid rules make it difficult for
us to trade In these goods, to our joint
loss. You must recognize this problem aggl
jointly we must reach more accommodating

solutions.

My Government greatly appreciates the
recent decision taken by the Council of
Ministers of the European Union to stast
formal discussions with us in order to
arrive at a new Agreement. It is our hope
that the new Agreement once signed wiill
deepen the ties between Europe and Israel,
and indeed the whole Region.
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In the light of our historic
relationship and the challenges of the
present, Europe should enable Israel to
take its appropriate place In the new
European structure being forged before our
very eyes.

L
Distinguished Members,

| sincerely believe a strong Israel,
reassured in its support, will be
magnanimous Iin the negotiations with its
Arab partners.

P ®

Therefore, Europe has an essential role
to play, one that it cannot escape; for it
iIs part of its  historical tradition, and
thus an irrevocable part of its destiny.

My Friends,
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This is our declaration of intent;
these are the visions that we wish to
transform into reality. Let me share with
you the pledge that 1994 be a vyear of
peace, not a year of missed opportunity. |

will do my very best in order to reach thgs
ultimate goal.

Everything | have stated here has been
said in good faith and emanates from a
profound desire to set out upon a new path,
to shake off the dust of old cunceptiuns.
Our entire policy can be summed up in the
verse from the Book of Books: as it is
written in Ezekiel, "l will make a covenant
of peace with them, it will be an
everlasting peace.”

Thank you very much.
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