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Qracles ¢t Visions

Premitre vision iy
Sept jours aprés

Vision, (T. M. 5/VI jeudi}
Cod. Petropol.

(LXX 5/V mardi)

Oracles aus anciens.

Contre Jérusalem,

Contee Tyr (1er du mois),
Caontre I'Egypte

Mouvel aracle

Contre Pharaon.

Mouvel oracle.

MNouvel oracle.

Mouvel oracle,

(LEXX 15/1 mercredi)
Arrivée du fugitif

{LXX 5/XII jeudi)

Vision du Temple futwr, Je 10 de Roud

Harbanah

g
Jualy

Dates

51V dimanche
12/1%  dimanche

1/VI dimanche

10V ddmanche
10/X vendredi
1/ mfvid
12/X  dimanche
/1 merceedi
7/1  mardi
110 dimanche
/X dimanche
15/ mfv/d

5/X dimanche

10/ VI vendred:
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1CWE
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE WOMEN OF THE KROTEL, INC.
4148 Byron
Palo Alto, California
943064702
Fax: 514 737 7430

July 28, 1994

Shmuel Hollander, Esdg.

Legal Advisor to the Prime Minister

Cchalr, Government Commissicn on Women at the Kotel
Office of the Prime Minister

Jerusalem, Israel

BY FAX AND CERTIFIED MATL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
Dear Mr. Hellander, .

For the first time in history, the religious rights of Jewish
women to pray cocllectively with the Torah at the Kotel - with our
most sacred text, at our holiest site - will be the topic of an
Israel Covernment Commission called inte being by a recommendation
from the Supreme Court of Israel. This is a landmark case in the
history of the struggle for religicus freedem in Israel; it 1s the
only case ever to be argued on behalf of the religious rights of
Jewish women.

The issue of our religicus right to pray at the Kotel ncow
rests with you, the members of that bedy. Therefores, we, the
Diractors of The Internaticnal Committee for the Women cf the
Kotel, Inc., the petitioners in Supreme Court case #2410/90, turm

to you respectfully to reguest a chance to present and explain our
position.

We ask to appear before you in corder to help you gather the
necassary information for such an important decision. It deoes not .
seem possible feor you to make such a determination withcout giving

us a proper copportunity teo clarify our position and present ocur
perspective on these issues.

In 1988 a group of women, including several current Directors
of ICWX,Inc., went to the Kotel to pray with Torah and tallit, es
was their custom. Israeli and diaspora women continued that
practice until the Government of lsrael criminalized their acticn.

In 1989, the two groups, united in purpese and practice, took
this matter to the Supreme Court of Israel. Together, the Israell
Women of the Wall and the International Committee for the Women cof
the Kotel, Inc., waited for justice. These two groups represent the
same constituency, with the same commitment to the traditions cf
cur ancestors and the future of our people. Cur guest was and is
guite simple and sincere. We reguest access to pray at the Western
Wall with Torah scrolls and without fear of physical or verbal
harassment.
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Everything we have done, every act of prayer we have offered,
has alwaye been according to halakha and been within the bounds of
Israell law. We have maintained proper decorum at the Kotel and
have never attacked anyone. We have continuously sought peaceful
means to realize our goals., All we seek 1s the right to pray in
public at our nation’s holy site with the symbol of our national
covenant. It is, after all, outrageous that women helding the Torah
has been made a criminal act when the Shulhan Arukh clearly permits
it. As well, Israeli law guarantees everyone free access to worship
at their holy sites. The 1989 regulation of the Ministry of
Religion which restricts our manner of prayer viclates those
guaranteed rights.

The Suprems Court of Israel has charged your Commission with
finding a way to accommedate our religious rights at the Kotel
while also respecting the eensibilities of those other worshippers
who may object to our practice. We thank you for considering our

regquest to appear on our own behalf before you and trust that you .
will find it within your means to grant it. We strongly belleve
that a fair assessment of the situation depends on our

participation in the procezs and we are prepared to send a
delegation to meet with the Commission. We eagerly awailt your
response so that we can make the appropriate arrangements.

Wwith sincere thanks for your cocoperation and consideration,
Susan Alter, Dr. Susan Arancff, Miriam Benson, Esg., Dr. Phylis
chasler, Rabbi Helene Ferris, Shula Gehlfuss, Rivka Haut, Norma

Baumel Joseph, Rabbi Gail Labovitz, Dr. Shulamit Magnus, Vanessa
Ochs

Signed for the Directors of ICWK, Inc.

Morma Baumel Joseph, Director
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I1CWK
International Committee for the Women of the Kotel, Inc.
4148 Byron Street
Palo Alto, CA 94306-4702

Fax: 514 737 7430
August 16, 19894

BY FAX AND CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ms. Sara Ben-Shaul (Weiss), Adv.

Acting Legal Advisor and Committee Coordinator
Committees on Praver Arrangements at the Western Wall
Prime Minister's Office 3 Kaplan Street, Hakirya
Jerusalem 91915

ISEAEL

Dear Ms. Ben-Shaul (Weissg),

on behalf of Ms. Norma Joseph and all the other Directors of
the International Committee for the Women of the Kotel (ICWK),
Inc., I want to thank you for your letter of August 2, 1894 in
response to our letter to Mr. Hollander of July 28, 1854.

We are very encouraged to hear that the Government of Israel
recognizes the importance of the right of women to participate in
public prayer services at the Western Wall, We earnestly hope
that the Commission will be the venue in which this sacred right,
guaranteed by lsraeli law, will be assured, and the venue in which
means will be found to accommodate the sensibilities of all
worshippers at the Wall. We certainly share the Government's
commitment to a resolution based on mutual tolerance, goodwill and
respect.

It is our understanding from Court and Government
communications that the deadline for complation of the Committee's
work and issuance of its recommendations is six months from May
18, 1994, or November 18, 1934, and so are puzzled by your mention
of an end-of-the-year deadline. While we very much hope that the
Committee reaches an equitable resolution in consonance with
Jewish and Israeli law by November 18, 1994, we are prepared to
exercise our Court mandated right to seek judicial remedy before
the Supreme Court of Israel should that not be the case.

The Directors of ICWK, Inc. alseo wish to reiterate a central
point of our letter to Mr. Hollander of July 28, 1994: the
request that the Committes grant permission for a delegation from
the International Committee for the Women of the Kotel (I1CWK)
inc., to appear before the Committee in order to directly
represent our case. As we stated in that letter, we believe that
it is not possible for the Committes to assess this issue fairly
without ICWK, Inc. being allowed to represent our case directly to
the Committee. As we need to make the appropriate arrangements,
we would appreciate a reply to our request at your earliest
convenience.
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With sincere thanks for your consideration and best wishes
for the New Year-— may it be one of peace, shalom al yisrael.

Susan Alter, Esq., Dr. Susan Aranoff, Miriam Benson, Esq.,
Dr. Phyllis Chesler, Rabbi Helene Ferris, Shula Gehlfuss,
Rivka Haut, Norma Baumel Joseph, Rabbi Gail Labovitz,

Dr. Shulamit Magnus, Dr. Vaness Ochs

Signed for the Directors of ICWK, Inc.

%mﬂ-ﬂ:{, bt )E’L"d%"_‘-_‘-ﬁ‘
Fd

Dr. Shulamit Magnus, Director
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Fram: Jon-Jey Tilsen & Miriam £, Hang 11-7-84 S;lfow

281 Wast Elm Strest
MNew Haven. CT 08515
USA

Movember 7, 1984

Mr Shilmon Sheves

Director General

Chair, Government Commission on Worrer at the Kots.
Cffice of the Frnime Minister

Jerusalem

ISRAE.L

fax: 011-8772-2-513955

Cear Mr, Sheves

| am writing to canfir= 2 convarsation inat Professa: Susan Aramat had wth your
sscretary, Ms. Tal Shakec and Sarah Ser.Snaul Wess, Ssq., today at 513 AM New York Time

Frofessor Aranoff telephored Vs Shaked besause she had et hears cack from her
cencerning your meating s ir New Yark during your upeoming rip Ms. Shaked said that yeu
wouiZ not have time for a mesting with us. She then transferred Profaesor Aranctf to Ms. Ber.
Shaul Weise's telsphone line,

Ms. Ber-Srzul Welss said shat there nad Seen g misuncerstanding, and that you had not
in fact tald Jessa Boar, a member of Wemen 2 tne 'Wall tnat /AU woule be meeting Js in New
Yark:

ws. Ber-8haul Ve ss went o0 to say that tme date for cu- iestimany cefore the
Commissicn woL!d definitely be sither Novembe- 27, 28 28 or 30. You told the VWamen of the
Wall that you will De giving us at least 2 wesks matice ¢ e exact, definile date, and Ms Ber-
Sna.l Weiss refteratad that we will receve such notice. Since You wiii Se lgaving for yo.ur trip
shemly, Professer Arancff expresses our expestat'a= that the Cammiss'ar Tmeeting cale would be
set anc tha: we would e informed of the exact safnite cate for testimany prior to YOUr capanure
s, Ben-Snaul Weiss agread rat this would = necessary, and that Ms. Shaked would ensure
‘nat this scheduling proced.re ooeurs  Professor Aranc®s =hone number is 718-224.8226

Firal'y, Professor Ararof repeatec our protest of this celay beyond the Movember 17
deacing
Sinceray

Minam 2enson

ce’ Sarah Ben Shaul Weise, s
fax, 011-B72-2.675848

Anat Hoffmanr

P
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263 399 6137

281 West Elm Street
New Haven, CT 08515
USA

Movember 2. 1864

Sarah Ben-Shaul Weiss, Esq

Merakezel

Cammission on Women's Prayer Rights at the Kotel
Office of the Prime Minister

Jerusalem ISRAEL

faw 011-872-2-810-618

Cear Mz Ben-Zhaul Weaiss

| understand via Anat Hoffman that you scheduled our testimeny to the Cammission
TODAY for November 27, 25, 28, or 30, 1824, The International Committer for Women of the
Kotel wants very mush want to testfy In person before the Commission, as we brought to your
atteition inolr lslters dated July 28, 1954 2d August 16, 1884, Howsver at this late date, we
will du 50 UNDER PROTEST,

Your Commission was mandated by the Government of israel in Cecision #3123, on May
17, 1224, o "propose 2 realistis selution that will ensure free ascess and freedom of worship 2t
tha iotel, vnile minimiZing any offense o the sensitivites of the cther worshippers 3t that site”
(Paragraph B). The geadline set forth in thal Declsion for your Comimission to submit the repart to
the Government was crystal clear: November 17, 1884 [Faragraph ©) We note that the dates of
MNov 27-30 are aiready well beyond the rasntlated deadline

Flease inform us immediatsly of the 2xaat, definite date so thal Frofessar Arznoff can
make her apprupaate arrangements

Sincerely,

Miram Benson

cc: Anat Hoffman
fan QU1-972-2-734777

Frofesssr Susan Aranoff

Y
To: sarzh ben shaul weiss Fram: Jon-Jay Tilsen & Miriam E. Bens 1254 7:h0pe . Lofd |
1 s =8 . :

o

|




| 283 333 6137
To: sarah ben sheul weiss Fram: Jon-day Tilsen & Miriam £, Bens 11-15-84 9:22pm  p. 1ofdl

281 West Elm Strest
New Haver, CT 06515
USA
November 15, 18584

F Wir. Shiimon Sheves

Cirector Geheral

Chalr, Govarment Comimiesion on Women at the Kotal
DFice of the Frime Minister

Jerusalem

ISRAEL

fax O011-872-2-513855

Digar Mr Sheves

We were fold by you that our lestimony would be schedulad an elther November 27, 28,
2¢ or 30, and that we would be given 2t leasl twi weeks prior notice.  Tomeorraw, Nevember 18, is
enactly twe weeks pror {one fast possible date for testimony, & Novemiber 30, Please notify
Frofessor Susan Arancf =t once of the-exact. definte date for testimeny. Her phone number is
718-284-8226.

I Your Commission was mangated by the Govemment of Istae| in Decision #3123, on May
17, 1854, to "propose 2 realistic sclution that will ersure free gccess and freedom of warship at the
latel, while minimizing any offense to the sensdivities of the other worshippers at that site”
(Paregraph B) The deadiine set farth in that Ceciston for your Commission to submit the report to
the Governmeant vas orystal clear November 17, 1894 (Paragraph C)  We nate thai the dates of
Movernber 27.30 zre already well beyond the mandated deadline.  We agreed to take one of those
dates only UNDER PROTEST, dustotne inexsusalide gelay beyand the geadline. Therefore, we
are setounded by the fast thiat you Fave nat yet scheduled the testimony!

Please Inform Prafiessor Aranelf immediately of the exact, definite date so that she can
make her approbriste arrangements.

Sincerely,

Mirlam Bensan

e Sarah Ben Staul Weiss. EsqQ
faw '011-872-2-6810618

Anat Heffman
fan: 011-8972-2-734777

Professor Susan Aranoff
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| C: (WALL2) Documents: 58 01-DEC-1994 |
ot ————— o et et +
|Line |FirstDate | Author | Description | Document Name |
R ettt st BT R Fm—mmm———— e e et +
57120.10.1994 194 Taitz Emily
58|20.10.1994 195 Meislin Barbara
58(20.10.1994 196 Seittelman Jean
23|24.10.1994 197 Magnus Shulami
47124.10.1994 198 Blumenthal hope
47(124.10.1994 199 Marx Jacgqueline
47124.10.12994 200 Schlein Janet
47124.10.1994 201 Greenspan Emily
49124.10.1994 202 Davidson Jacob
47127.10.1994 203 Brown
50(27.10.1994 204 Bodian Dena
50(27.10.1994 205 Bobrowsky Dawvid
50|27.10.1994 206 Dresner Roslyn
50(27.10.1994 207 Rogoff Leonard
52130.10.1994 208 Frankel tamar
51|30.10.1994 209 Penzias Shifra .
53|30.10.1994 210 Fettman Theodore
55|130.10.1994 211 Sivitz Shirely
54|130.10.1994 212 Kaufman Jan
57|30.10.1994 213 Weinberg Sheila
55|30.10.1994 214 Chernick Miriam
56|101.11.1994 215 Greenwald 215
58(01.11.1994 216 Silberman shoshana
60|01.11.1994 217 Shulberg sandra
62|01.11.1994 218 Sapinley Susan
63(01.11.1994 219 Siegel rachel
61(/01.11.1994 220 Miller steven
63(01.11.1994 221 Jenkins Barbara
64|01.11.1994 222 Millen Rochelle
63|07.11.1994 223 Amer. Jew Cong
64|107.11.19%4 224 Warner Andrea
65(/07.11.1994 225 Kreiger Samuel
66|07.11.1994 226 Zimmerman Miriam
67|07.11.1994 227 Roche Molly
69110.11.1994 228 Trachtenberg Amy .
69(10.11.1994 229 Rappeport Joyce
70(10.11.1994 230 Goldston Ruth
70(10.11.1994 231 Tamler Nancy
72|110.11.1994 232 Miller Ilana
72|110.11.1994 233 Gershon J
72|110.11.1994 235 Schulman Ruth
73(15.11.1994 236 Burstein Marcus
74(21.11.1994 237 Levin Adina
75121.11.1994 238 Abrams Ruth
76121.11.1994 239 Friedman Heidi
74121.11.1994 240 Okrent Diane
76|21.11.1994 241 Zylberberg Sonia
77121.11.19%4 242 Azar Adele
81(21.11.1994 243 Israeloff Robert
78121.11.1994 244 Rogol Rhonna
79121.11.1994 245 Lando Franco
81127.11.1994 246 sheer charles
81(27.11.1994 247 Singer Cynthia
84(127.11.1994 248 Amado Honey
86|27.11.1994 249 Adler Rachel
88|27.11.1994 250 Priesand Sally
87127.11.1994 251 Shumann Yael
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52(10.08.195%4 |BenShaul women at wall generic
51(11.08.1994 | BenShaul 003 Women Birk, Marlene
60|11.08.1994 | BenShaul 004 Women Altshuler Richard
59|111.08.1994 | BenShaul 005 Women Bernard Anaruth
60|11.08.1994 | BenShaul 006 women Cantor Deborah
61|11.08.1994 | BenShaul 007 Women Nadell Pamela
62(11.08.1994 | BenShaul 008 Women Rothfield sherry
62|11.08.1994 |benShaul 009 women Chasler 1lillian
63|11.08.1994 | BenShaul 010 women Kleinbaum Sharon
65|11.08.1994 | BenShaul 011 women Lerner harriet
66|11.08.1994 |BenShaul 012 women Ashton Dianne
66(11.08.1994 |benShaul 013 women Ross michael
68/11.08.1994 | BenShaul 014 women Silverstein alan
68(15.08.1994 | BenShaul 015 Women Burger Mark
71|14.08.1994 | BenShaul 016 Women Esserman Rachel
72|14.08.1994 |BenShaul 017 Women Krug MArion
73|14.08.1994 |BenShaul 018 Women Kaplan Lindsey
65|14.08.1994 | BenShaul 019 Women Benson Miriam
72|114.08.1994 | BenShaul 020 Women Scneider Susan
70115.08.19%24 | BenShaul 021 Women Bercovitz
68|14.08.1994 | BenShaul 022 Women Marcus Susan
71|16.08.1994 |BenShaul 023 Women Ainbinder Harriet
71|16.08.1994 |BenShaul 024 Women Rivlin Lilly
73|16.08.19924 |BenShaul 025 Women Cigaco Judy
65|16.08.1994 | BenShaul 026 Women Katz Jean
66|17.08.1994 |BenShaul 027 Women Magnus Shulamit
66|18.08.1994 |BenShaul 028 Women Fox Barney
68|18.08.19294 |Ben Shaul |029 Women Baker Charlotte
67|22.08.1994 | BenShaul 030 Women Primack Karen
68)22.08.1994 | BenShaul 031 Women Farrel caryn
69)|122.08.1994 | BenShaul 032 Women Chernor Lorna
70|22.08.1994 |BenShaul 033 Women Burrows and Jong
71|122.08.1994 | BenShaul 034 Women Israel Sherry
70|22.08.1994 | Benshaul 035 Women Plaskow Judith
71|22.08.1994 |BenShaul |036 Women Perla Joy .
71]123.08.1994 |Ben Shaul |037 Women Ochs elizabeth
73(23.08.1994 |BenShaul 038 Women Berman Harold
72|24.08.1994 |BenShaul 039 Women Cohen Lynn
73|24.08.159%4 | BenShaul 040 Women Landman Libby
74124.08.1994 | BenShaul 041 Women Kates Judith
74|125.08.1994 | BenShaul 042 Women Shakdial Leah
78(25.08.1994 | BenShaul 043 Women Rapport Joe
78|25.08.1994 | BenShaul 044 Women Remson Michael
77125.08.1994 | BenShaul 045 Women Abramson Nancy
77125.08.1994 | BenShaul 046 USA Cohen Eva
77125.08.1994 | BenShaul 047 NJ Weber Donald
78128.08.1994 | Benshaul 048 USA Marson Bernard
47(28.08.1994 | BenShaul 049 USA Lubarsky Sandra
48|28.08.1994 | BenSghaul |050 USA Roberts Alexis
47128.08.1994 | BEnShaul 051 USA Horkin Trudy
47128.08.1994 | BenShaul 052 NJ Gottesman Paula
47|28.08.1994 | BEnShaul 053 PA Staitman Mark
48|28.08.1994 |BenShaul 054 Vermont Glazier James
48|128.08.1994 | BEnShaul 055 USA Marcus Sanford
47|28.08.1994 | BenShaul 056 USA Desmond Miss
47|128.08.1994 | BenShaul 057 UsSA Feller Chaim and Dor
48|29.08.1994 | BenShaul 058 England Plumb Marcia




47
48
48
47
48
50
51
52
52
55
55
855
55
55
57
56
57
58
59
60
58
47
45
45
44
45
48
48
45
44
45
48
49
46
47
47
46
48
48
49
50
bha
54
53
53
53
52
54
55
56
57
59
59
60
63
59
63
&3
62
64
67
65
66
65

29.08.1594
29.08.1994
29.08.1994
29.08.1994
30.08.1994
30.08.1994
30.08.1994
30.08.1994
30.08.1994
01.09.1994
01.09.1994
01.09.1994
01.09.15994
01.09.1994
01.09.1994
01.09.1994
01.09.1594
04.09.1594
04.09.1994
04.09.1994
04.09.1994
04.09.1994
08.09.1994
08.09.1594
08.09.1994
08.09.1994
08.09.15994
08.09.1994
08.09.1994
08.09.1994
08.09.1994
08.09.1994
08.09.15994
11.09.1594
12.09.1994
12.09.1954
12.09.1594
13.09.1994
13.09.1554
19.09.19%4
19.09.1554
19.09.1594
19.09.1994
19.059.1594
19.09.1994
19.08.1994
19.09.1994
19.09.1994
28.09.15994
28.09.1594
28.09.1994
28.09.1994
28.09.159594
28.09.1994
28.09.1994
28.09.1994
28.09.1994
29.09.1594
29.09.1994
29.09.199%4
29.09.1994
29.09.15994
29.09.1954
29.09.1594

BEEnShaul
BenShaul
BenShaul
BenShaul
BenShaul
BEnSHaul
BenShaul
BenShaul
BenShaul
EnShaul
BenShaul
BenShaul
BEnShaul
BenShaul
BenSHaul
BenShaul
BenShaul
BenShaul
BEnShaul
BEnShaul
BEnShaul
BenShaul
BenShaul
BenShaul
BEnShaul
BEnShaul
BenSHJaul
BenShaul
BenShaul
BenShaul
BenShaul
BEnSHaul
BEnShaul
BenShaul
BEnShaul
EenShaul
BenShaul
BenShaul
BenShaul
BS

Bs

BS

Bs

BA

BS

BS

BS

BS

059 USA
060 USA
061 USA
062 Canada
063

064 USA
065 USA
066 USA
067 USA
068 USA
069 USA
070 USA
071

072 Yercham
073 USA
074 USA
075 USA
076 USA
077 USA
078 USA
079 USA
080 USA
081 USA
082 USA
083 USA
084 USA
085 USA
086 USA
087 USA
088 USA
089 USA
080 USA
091 USA
092 UK
093 USA
094 Canada
095 USA
096 England
097 UsA
0os8

099

100

101

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

111

112

113

114

115

116

117

118

119

120

121
122]

Erlbaum Sheila
Moskowitz Louis
Cantor Aviva
Norman Alma
Flippen Dorothy
Gluckman Donald
Shapiro Mark
Shapiro richard
Climan tamar
Mivasir david
Goldson Jordan
Epstein Jerome
Rothstein Jane
Chartok Haim
Lerner Michael
Baker Abe
Bentley Philip
Herman Floyd
Paskow Michele
Glickman Jeffrey
Schein Shirley
Barr Patricia
Ryder Myrna
Bernards Reena
Davidson Haviva
Cohen Sara
Gavarian Jody
Cohen Norman
Yanow Albert
Tjarks Leslie
Sapsowitz Marna
Harrison Rheoda
Horowitz david
Zeitzin Vielet
Einstein Stephen
Climan Sandra
Bodenstein Dale
Lee Sharon

Haas Lee

Barish Shirley
Shine Ian
Orenstein Debra
Krantz Douglas
Cohen Mina
Denny Rachel
Levin Carol
Barth Samuel
Mars Or
szterenfeld clia
Blair Allan
Kravitz Yaacov
Yales Cary
Cooper Frayda
Susman Brooks
Pearlman Stephen
Garson Judith
Kroloff Charles
Schaffer Robert
Chevrat Sarah
Shur Fanchon
Eitz Chaim
Zukof Debra
Torop betsy
Borts barbara

and




67
a7
68
70
70
71
74
72
73
74
75
76
T7
44
44
44
45
45
46
49
46
50
51
53
53
47
58
56
45
100
47
45
48
48
48
50
50
52
51
52
55
53
54
55
57
58
57
59
57
59
60
60
63
63
66
65
66
a7
70
46
45
47
48
54

29.09.
29.09.
29.09.
29.09.
29.09,
02.10.
02.10.
02.10.
02.10.
02.10.
02.10.
03.10.
03.10.
03.10.
03.10.
04.10.
05.10.
05.10.
06.10.
09.10.
09.10.
09.10.
09.10.
09.10.
09.10.
09.10.
09.10.
09.10.
09.10.
09.10.
09.10.
09.10.
09.10.
10.10.
10.10.
10.10.
10.10.
10.10.
10.10.
12.10.
12.10.
12.10.
12.10.
12.10.
12.10.
12.10.
12.10.
12.10.
12.10.
12.10.
12.10.
13.10.
13.10.
13.10.
13.10.
16.10.
16.10.
17.10.
17.10.
17.10.
18.10.
19.10.
19.10.
19.10.

1994
1994
1994
1994
1954
1994
1994
1594
1994
1594
1994
1994
1954
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1594
1994
1994
1994
1954
19594
1954
1954
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1954
1994
1954
1954
1994
1994
1994
1994

Cramer

123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
133
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
l68
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186

not sent - no address

Schachter Zalman
Goldstein Susan
Reuben Elaine

Seed Judith
Perlman Debbie
Rosenberg siddy
Astor Joyce
Rabbino Jill
Kaplan Shirlie
Haft Estelle
Fraster Ruth
Schleifer Hedy
Friedlander Judith
braffman elaine
Stern Roanne
Lowenfeld David
Rayman Paula
Bergson Leslie
Lowell Daniel
Perkins Carl
Manspeizer Ilana
Ostriker Alicia
Medwin, Michal .
Newman E

Kass Judith

Hess George

Cramer Marjorie
Divine Donna

Abram Hesha

bass Lia

Benson Morton

Adams Amelia

Mayer Egon

Warner Andrea

Segal Phylis

Memis Amy

Parkans Edis

Barth Karen

Gelman Judith
Waldman Phyllis
schindler Alexander
Erlichman Karen .
Spilker Rachel
Nathanson Jill
Singer Beth

Devine Irene

Fagan Janet

Allen Pamela

Bletter Diana
Lowenstein Shirley
Friedberg

Jaskow Rahel
Zimmerman Sheldon
Raphael Rabbi no adr
Rosenberg Ellen
Petsonk Judith
Seldin Ruth

Diner

Bellush Jewel
Institute on Amer/Is
Hellerstein Katheryn
Levinson wendy

Sirbu Steven

Dayan Clarisse




49(119.10.1994 187 Back toby
51/20.10.1994 188 Poticha Janise
51(20.10.19%4 189 Baker Rosalyn
54120.10.1994 190 Somerstein Lynn
54(120.10.1994 191 Malevitz Zelde 191
58 20.10.19%94 192 Rosen Sherry
56(20.10.1994 193 Morrison Shirley
57(20.10.1994 194 Taitz Emily
201|10.08.1994 | BenShaul upstate new york congregation |adress

8(09.10.1994 bl

31(29.08.1994 block
31(29.08.1994 block2
22(11.10.1994 american org
17(16.10.1994 heb

36(17.10.1994 Ccv
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Scot?T Krlgel

89200 State Line Road Leawood, KS &86206 913-5642-3%01 Fax 913-642-8710

September 12, 1994

Rabbi Uri Regev

The Israel Religious Action Center
13 King David

Jerusalem, ISRAEL 94101

Dear Rabbi Regev,
Our family recently visited Israel to celebrate the Bar Mitzvah of our son.

On Friday evening June 10, 1994 we went as a group of about 20 to the Kotel in Jerusalem. We
were clustered as a group in the plaza area, well back behind the separate areas for men and women

next to the wall. We were actually closer to the back of the plaza, nearer the security station than
the wall.

We were proceeding to sing some Shabbat songs together as a group, in a normal, respectful tone
of voice. We were interrupted by a man, rudely, who said we couldn't sing together as a group of
men and women in the plaza of the Kotel. He also said that we were bothering the men at the wall,
because our voices were so loud.

The man proceeded to go to the security station at the back of the plaza and bring back with him a
security officer who said we couldn't pray together (men and women) anywhere in the plaza area.

As I later learned, the man was also insulting the rabbi who was with us, Alan Cohen, and was
using abusive language during the conversation to make his point.

We were not anywhere near the separation of men and women nor were our voices interrupting the
prayers of the men at the wall. We were so far away from the wall, it is my opinion that our voices
could not have been heard at the wall.

I was shocked and insulted that this man thought that our prayers were any less important than his
prayers simply because men and women were together. Iam tolerant of Orthodox Jews who feel

their ways of praying separately are the correct way, but I wish this man and the security officer
were more tolerant of our rights in a public area.

As we left the area, having lost the argument, walking back to our hotel, we noticed several
groups of Yeshiva boys marching and singing loudly, proceeding to the Kotel. Certainly their
enthusiastic loud voices were much more disruptive than our small group of men, women and

children. It bothers me that their right to sing in the plaza of the Kotel is more important than my
rights.

I look forward to the day when all Jews in Israel are treated equally with respect, courtesy and
mutual understanding of each others traditions, beliefs and rituals.

Sincerely,

/M@ﬂ

Scott Krigel



L AW OFFICE

KRIGEL & KRIGEL, P.C.

900 HARZFELD BUILDING
1111 MAIN STREET

SANFORD F. KRMGEL KAMSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64105 FACSIMILE 8164749330
ERLEME W. KRHJEL
THOMAS E. ROSZAK
FRED L GREENSTEIM
MICHAEL ], BELFONTE®
KAREN E. O'CONMELL®

*ALED ADMITTED IN KANEAS October 4, 1994

TELEFHONE 816-474-7800

Rabbi Uri Regev, Esq.

Director

The Israel Religious Action Center
13 King David Street

Jerusalem, Israel 54101

Dear Rabbi Regev:

Jerry White, who is a friend here in Kansas City, has shown
me a copy of a letter that you wrote to him on August 25, 1334.
Jerry suggested that I might wish to write a brief letter to you
outlining the circumstances that occurred near the Western Wall
in Jerusalem on Friday, June 10, 19394.

A group of us from Kansas City were in Israel to celebrate
the B'Nai Mitzvah of my nephew, Ari Krigel, and a friend, Laura
Ginsberg. The group consisted of approximately 20 to 30 people,
most of whom were family or close personal friends of Ari and
Laura’s.

We gathered in the Kotel in the early evening about 50 to
100 yards away from the divided prayer area at the Wall. Our
group was about half men and half women. Shortly after the
service began, my wife and I were approached by an individual who
was evidently unable to speak English. Since we were unable to
speak Hebrew, we were nct able to communicate. However, it was
obvious that he was unhappy with our group’s presence. He was
referred to Rabbi Cohen who was leading the service. Rabbi Cohen
stopped the service and spoke to the gentleman very briefly.
Rabbi Cohen related to our group that the man was unhappy with
our praying together as a mixed group. However, at that point,
our group decided to ignore his protests.

The man then returned with another man who urged us to
leave. The two of them left and then again returned with an
Israeli soldier. The two men engaged in a rather heated discus-
sion with Rabbi Cohen and some Israeli friends who were with our
group. At the end of the discussion, Rabbi Cchen announced that
while he vigorously disagreed, the men informed him that our
group must leave the Kotel. We were led to believe that if we
would not leave voluntarily, that we would be forced to leave by
the Israeli military. :
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47(15.02.1995 Draft
48|20.02.1995|8ara Connecticut Reiss Nancy
47(20.02.1995|5ara New York American Jew Congres
47(20.02.1995|8ara Connecticut Levine Barbara H.
49(20.02.19585|S5ara Conn/Beth El1 Sisterhood Cazary Susan
50|20.02.1995|Sara Denver Golbert Gloria
52(20.02.1995|8ara Canada FKauffman/Salomon/Fel
52|20.02.1995|8ara New York Samuelson Arthur H.
51|20.02.1995|Sara Baltimore Levin Alexander
54|20.02.1995|Sara New York Steinmetz Devora
46|20.02.1995|Sara Yonkers Aber Ita
46(20.02.1995|Sara New York Goldfinger Zella
47|20.02.1995|Sara Cincinnati Kaiserman Mark
48(20.02.1995|Sara Jacksonville Bell June D. .
46(20.02.1995|8ara New York Crespy Rabbi Melissa
45(20.02.1995|Sara Canada Zylberberg Sonia
50(20.02.1995|8ara New York/Hadassah Spack Barbara
51(20.02.1995|Sara New York/Hadassah Kaplan Deborah
48|20.02.1995|5ara Seattle Southron Robert W.
49|120.02.1995|Sara Portland Goldman Erica
52(20.02.1995|Sara Manhattan, Kansas Kremer Lillian
52|20.02.1995|Sara New York Levy Barbara
52120.02.1995|Sara Katonah, NY Hantman Rabbi Shosh
53|20.02.1995|Sara Lawrenceville, NJ Lawrence Rachel L.
48|20.02.1995|Sara Seattle Factor Joanne
44|20.02.1995|5ara Philadelphia Hahn Linda
46|20.02.1995|Sara Bronx, NY Gurland Judith E. MD
46|20.02.1995|5ara Menlo Park, CA Barkham Merrill
48|20.02.1995|5ara England Jacobi Margaret Rabb
48|20.02.1995|5ara Canada Brocks Toby J.
48|20.02.1995 |5ara Berkley Goldfarb Reuven
45/21.02.1995|Sara California Glatt & Friends
48|21.02.1995|5ara Newark, Delaware/Hillel Booth Stephen Rabb:.
47|21.02.1995|5ara Beachwood, Ohio Jones Richard A.
50|21.02.1995|5ara Vermont Cohen Michael Rabbi
49121.02.1995|5ara Denver Gilbert Sara
50|21.02.1995|5ara Wilmington, Delaware Moss Karen G.
54(21.02.1995|Sara New York Hirsch Ammiel Rabbi
53|21.02.1995|5ara Florida Hirschberg Sonya B.
51|23.02.1994 |5ara New York/Alliance for Judaism |Seidenberg David Rab
47|23.02.1994 |5ara Maryland/The Moriah Fund Stein Mary Ann
47|23.02.1994 |Sara Pittsburgh Kramer Bobbee Slotsk
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1885 Long Point Drive
Bloomfield Hills, Mich. 48302
U.S.A.

June 13, 1994

Rabbi Uri Regev

Israel Religious Action Center
13 King David Street
Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Rabbi Regev:

I write to you regarding an apalling incident which occurred during
Shabbat at the Wall in Jerusalem May 27th.

I was touring Israel with Rabbi Cook of Temple BEth El. The whole
purpose of this tour was to learn of the importance of contributing
to 0.R.T., Hadassah, Jewish National Fund, and other such worthy
causes that benefit Israel. We traced our Jewish heritage from its
beginnings and learned of our vital role im supporting Israel.

I am our temple librarian. I was especially interested in learning
about everything.

Our final Shabbat was supposed to be spent at the Wall. Our group was
very appropriately dressed. We were guite away back from the area
which is designated for men only.

Preceeding the inc¢ident I am about to describe, I noticed a group

of women 1ifting their skirts and doing a modified can-can while a
man photographed them. They were much nearer to the Wall than we

were. Nothing was done to halt this.

We began our services. We were viciously and venemously accosted by
religious police. I was so shaken I could hardly move.

Our Rabbi, who has spent his entire life teaching Judaism, was
reduced to tears.

One zealot told me it was not good for the goyim to see us quarrel.
I replied, "Then you may step back."

Many of our group will only be able to come to Israel once in our
lives. There is no reason for us to support Israsl at all or to
encourage others to come if we are to be screamed at and harassed.
The Arab population treated us with more courtesy.

I myself have no desire to return to Israel.



If Jews cannot live together in harmony, how can we expect the rest of the
world to give us the respect we deserve?

I don't believe anything in the actions of the religious police had
to do with piety. I feel they hate Reform and Conservative Jews so
much that they attacked without reason.

I hope something can be done so that incidents like this do not occur
in the future.

Yours truly,

thﬁm,f C. ¢ &)47‘&&!

Lynn C. Yoffe



.

Temple Beth EL 7400 Telegraph at 14 Mile + Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48301

elephone (313) 851-1100
June 7, 1994

Rabbi Uri Regev

Israel Religious Action Center
13 King David Street
Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Uri:

I am writing to appiise you of a particularly unfortunate incident that took place at the
Western Wall on Friday evening, May 27, 1994. Just before sunset, I brought members of
my synagogue who were touring Israel with me to the Wall. We had planned to have a
brief Kabbalat Shabbat Service there, as we have done several times before. Knowing the
sensitivity of the Orthodox to our form of prayer, we moved to the rear of the plaza, as far
away from the Wall as possible while still being within the area.

While in the midst of prayer, one of the “Shomrei ha Kotel” guards interrupted us and told
me we could not continue to pray together as we were a mixed group of men and women.
I'told him I saw no reason why we, as Jews, could not pray as we are accustomed and
continued to lead my congregants in prayer.

In a few minutes another man came over and in the most belligerent and insulting way
began to break up our Service, He yelled and screamed at the top of his lungs at various
people, including myself. In fact he stood face to face with me, within inches, screaming
msults. Some of the police came by and tried to stop him but seemed to be ineffective.

Other observers began to get involved until there was a small crowd, all yelling and
screaming,

Needless to say. this destroyed any sense of reverence and sacred spirit we had tried to
create for ourselves. The man identified himself as Yehoshua Rachamim and said he was
the chief guard at the Wall and that his authority extended over the entire plaza. 1 said 1
knew of no law which forbids this and that as a rabbi it was my right to conduct services
as | saw fit. He said he did not recognize me as a rabbi and continued to be rude and
belligerent. Every time 1 started to resume our prayers, he shouted into my face. He
became enraged and threatening. Finally, to avoid a physical fight, T disbanded our group.

All of us were quite distraught by this occurrence. Not only did this man ruin our service

by preventing us from praying as we wished: he denied us as Jews equal access to one of
our holy places. Israel is a sacred land to all Jews, not just the Orthodox. If Israel is truly

Michigan Olddest ferwish Congregation » Founded in Detroit 1850



Rabbi Uri Regev
June 7, 1994
Page 2.

to be the Jewish nation its founders desired it to be, then it must recognize the rights of all
Jews, not some Jews. We non-Orthodox Jews must be given the same legitimacy, backed
by law, as Orthodox Jews to pray as we wish at our sacred places.

Your help in pursuing this matter will be greatly appreciated. Thank you for your
assistance.

Sincerely,

i Julian I. Cook

JIC/mif




Scotftt Krigel

8900 State Line Road Leawood, KS 66206  913-642-3901 Fax 913-642-8710

September 12, 1994

Rabbi Uri Regev

The Israel Religious Action Center
13 King David

Jerusalem, ISRAEL 94101

Dear Rabbi Regev,
Our family recently visited Israel to celebrate the Bar Mitzvah of our son.

On Friday evening June 10, 1994 we went as a group of about 20 to the Kotel in Jerusalem. We
were clustered as a group in the plaza area, well back behind the separate areas for men and women

next to the wall. We were actually closer to the back of the plaza, nearer the security station than
the wall.

We were proceeding to sing some Shabbat songs together as a group, in a normal, respectful tone
of voice. We were interrupted by a man, rudely, who said we couldn't sing together as a group of

men and women in the plaza of the Kotel. He also said that we were bothering the men at the wall,
because our voices were so loud.

The man proceeded to go to the security station at the back of the plaza and bring back with him a
security officer who said we couldn't pray together (men and women) anywhere in the plaza area.

As I later learned, the man was also insulting the rabbi who was with us, Alan Cohen, and was
using abusive language during the conversation to make his point.

We were not anywhere near the separation of men and women nor were our voices interrupting the
prayers of the men at the wall. We were so far away from the wall, it is my opinion that our voices
could not have been heard at the wall.

I'was shocked and insulted that this man thought that our prayers were any less important than his
prayers simply because men and women were together. 1am tolerant of Orthodox Jews who feel

their ways of praying separately are the correct way, but I wish this man and the security officer
were more tolerant of our rights in a public area.

As we left the area, having lost the argument, walking back to our hotel, we noticed several
groups of Yeshiva boys marching and singing loudly, proceeding to the Kotel. Certainly their
enthusiastic loud voices were much more disruptive than our small group of men, women and

children. It bothers me that their right to sing in the plaza of the Kotel is more important than my
rights.

I'look forward to the day when all Jews in Israel are treated equally with respect, courtesy and
mutual understanding of each others traditions, beliefs and rituals.

Sincerely,

S

Scott Krigel



LAW OFFICE

KRIGEL & KRIGEL, P.C.

P00 HARZIFELD BUILDING

1111 MAIM STREET
SANTORE P SRIL KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64105 FACSIMILE 816.474-9390
ERLENE W. KRIGEL
THOMAS E. ROSZAK TELEPHONE 816-474-7800
FRED R GREENSTEIN
MICHAEL | BELFOMNTE®
KAREN B CrOONNELL®
“ALSC ADMITTED 1N KANEAS October 4, 1994

Rabbi Uri Regev, Esq.

Director

The Israel Religious Action Center
13 King David Street

Jerusalem, Israesl 354101

Dear Rabbi Regev:

Jerry White, who is a friend here in Kansas City, has shown
me a copy of a letter that you wrote to him on August 25, 1994.
Jerry suggested that I might wish to write a brief letter to you

outlining the circgmstances that occurred near the Western Wall
in Jerusalem on Friday, June 10, 1994.

A group of us from Kansas City were in Israel to celebrate
the B'Nai Mitzvah of my nephew, Ari Krigel, and a friend, Laura
Ginsberg. The group consisted of approximately 20 to 30 people,

most of whom were family or close perscnal friends of Ari and
Laura’s.

We gathered in the Kotel in the early evening about 50 to
100 yards away from the divided prayer area at the Wall. Our
group was about half men and half women. Shortly after the
service began, my wife and I were approached by an individual who
was evidently unable to gpeak English. Since we were unable to
speak Hebrew, we were not able to communicate. However, it was .
cbvious that he was unhappy with our group’s presence. He was
referred to Rabbli Cohen who was leading the service. Rabbi Cohen .
stopped the service and gpoke to the gentleman very briefly.
Rabbi Cohen related to our group that the man was unhappy with
our praying together as a mixed group. However, at that point,
our group decided to ignore his protests.

The man then returned with another man who urged us to
leave. The two of them left and then again returned with an
Israeli soldier. The two men engaged in a rather heated discus-
sion with Rabbi Cohen and some Israeli friends who were with our
group. At the end of the discussion, Rabbi Cohen announced that
while he vigorously disagreed, the men informed him that our
group must leave the Kotel., We were led to believe that if we

would not leave voluntarily, that we would be forced to leave by
the Israeli military. R




While this incident was perhaps the most interesting part of
my family’s trip this summer, it was not a positiwve experience.
It is extraordinarily troubling to believe that the ultra-reli-
gious part of Israeli society has this kind of power. We were
convinced that unless we asked the women in our group to leave or
conduct a service separately from the men, that we would be
forced to leave by the Israeli military. We chose to leave and
conduct our service as a group elsewhere.

If you are interested in obtaining additional information
regarding this incident, I suggest that you may wish to contact
Rabbi Alan Cohen at Beth Shalom Synagogue, 9400 Wornall Road,
Kansas City, Missouri 64114, telephons number 816-361-29%0. If I

might provide you with any additiconal information, please feel
free to contact me.

Very truly yours,

KRIGEL & KRIGEL, P.C

SPK:c8

cc: Mr. Jerry White
Copaken White Blitt
8900 State Line Road
Suite 333

Leawood, Kansas 66206

Rabbi Alan Cohen

Beth Shalom Synagogue

9400 Wornall ERoad

Kansas City, Missouri 64114

spk4001b.cs
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Trends in the

Size of American
Jewish Denominations:
A Renewed Evaluation®

Uzi Rebhun

The fast and dramatic changes in the ideological preferences of
American Jews are of major importance to the understanding of
their secularization and assimif;.?:iun into the surrounding gen-
eral society. As a society encouraging religious and cultural plu-
ralism, the United States was fertile ground for acceptance of
new religious ideas which aimed to reform the halachah as a
compromise between the old traditional framework and pat-
terns of modern life. Alternative forms of relationships between
Jewish individuals and Jewish communities considerably
slowed down the process of assimilation; the identificational
opportunities offered by American Conservative and Reform
Jewry proved to be a major factor in the preservation of ethnic
cohesion among the Jews.! Accordingly, an accepted concept of
‘being Jewish in America’ considers the ideological self-descrip-
tion a major component of identification with the Jewish com-
munity.? Therefore, as Goldscheider and Goldstein stated, a
major way in which the Jewish community identifies itself indi-
vidually and institutionally is through its religious denomina-
tions. '

Previous research works indicated that ideological affiliation is
an excellent explanatory variable of religious commitment and
social integration of American Jews.! Some of these studies

* An early version of this paper was presented at the Second International
Meeting of Jewish Demography Policies, which was held in Jerusalem, 9-11
February 1992,

UZI REBHUN is research student and assistant at the Institute of
Contemnporary Jewry, Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
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demonstrated a linear model of identity, weakening from an
identification with Orthodoxy to the Conservative and Reform
denominations. According to the secularization-modernization
thesis, non-affiliation with one of these three major denomina-
tions is interpreted as the final stage preceding total assimila-
tion.®

Already in the seventies, Lazerwitz examined the generational
changes in the ideological orientation of American Jews as
viewed from the first National Jewish Population Study (N]JPS)
of 1970/71." His findings indicated a considerable decline in the
percentage of Jews identifying themselves as Orthodox and a
decline of the Conservative denomination, as opposed to a rise
on the part of Reform Jewry among the second generation of
native-born. Most revealing was the fact that the percentage of
non-denominational Jews with native-born parents was double
that of those whose parents were foreign-born. Using data from
the 1965 Boston Community Survey and by contrasting chil-
dren’s denomination with that of their parents, Lazerwitz
pointed to a cyclical change pattern with Orthodox-reared fpccw
ple becoming Conservative, Conservative becoming Reform
and Reform moving to a non-identification position.

These are the concerns which have prompted the examination
of changes and trends in the ideological orientation of UL.S. Jews
over the twenty years since 1970/71, and the determination, by
generation, of the extent to which Jews today differ in their ide-
ological preference. Such a reassessment was made possible
with the completion, in 1990, of the second National Jewish
Population Survey (N]JPS). Since we consider, to a large extent,
this paper to be a follow-up study to Lazerwitz’ research, we
adopt his approach to classification of the Jewish population by
generational categories. One of the advantages of the 1990 NJPS
over that of 1970,/71 is its ability to document ‘lifetime denomi-
nation’ — Le., the transition from the denomination in which
individuals were raised to their current denomination. Such a
matrix provides interesting information of loss versus gain bal-
ances of each of the ideological movements within American
Judaism.

Data and Definitions

The 1990 National Jewish Population Survey was carried out
and sponsored by the Council of Jewish Federations. Between
April 1989 and April 1990, the ICR Survey Research Group con-
ducted the first stage of the survey. A random natiogly sample
of 125,000 households was reached by random diftt dialed
(RDD) telephone interviews. Respondents were asked to state

SIZE OF AMERICAN JEWISH DENOMINATIONS

any current or past attachment to Judaism for themselves and
each member of their household. Questions were posed as to
whether a person was Jewish, considered him/herself Jewish,
was raised Jewish or had a Jewish father/mother. A positive
answer to any of these screening questions qualified the entire
household for the study’s next stage. In stage 11, the inventory
stage, an attempt was made to re-contact households in order to
re-qualify potential respondents. The final stage of the survey
(in the summer of 1990) yiclded a total of 2,441 completed inter-
views.’

For the purposes of this study, we narrowed the sample lo
those persons who defined themselves as Jews and who were
also raised as Jews. These persons are the majority of what is
known in recent Jewish sociological literature as the Core
Jewish Population.® Hence, 1,974 persons are included in our
research sample.

Results

Generational Changes

Table 1 reports the ideological distribution of U.S. Jews (age
18+). As of 1990, about six percent identified with the Orthodox
denomination as compared to 11 percent in 1970/71. A substan-
tial decline was also observed among the Conservative Jews —
from 42 percent to a mere 33 percent over the past twenty years.
As opposed to the data of the 1970/71 NJP5, the relative majori-
ty (35 percent) of Jews in 1990 defined themselves as Reform.
Perhaps the most alarming finding is the enormous rise in the
percentage of Jews who did not identify with any one of the
three major ideological denominations; their percentage among
the total Jewish population almost doubled from 14 percent in
1970/71 to 26 percent in 1990.

The last three columns of Table 1 show how the ideological dis-
tribution of American Jews in 1990 varies for foreign-born Jews,
native-born Jews whose parents were both foreign-born, and,
finally, for those Jews both of whose parents were native-born.
The percentage of Orthodox Jews consistently declined from 17
percent among the foreign-born to only two percent among
those whose parents were both native-born. Among the
Conservatives, an increase was observed between the first two

enerations followed by a significant drop in the third, where
Euth parents were born in the United States.

The most pronounced increase within the Reform group was
from the first to second generation of native-born. This
trend is clearly dificrent from the considerable rise in the per-
centage of Reform between foreign-born and first native-born
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generation as was observed in the 1970/71 NJPS data." In our
view, this important finding points to a process of changing ide-
ology between the second generation of native-born and the
preceding generation, both of whose parents were foreign-born.
In the future, the portion of the former will continue to increase,
so one can anticipate a further increase in the number of
Reform Jews in the U.S. In addition, fewer of today’s foreign-
born came to America during the mass immigration of the late
19th and early 20th centuries as did most of the foreign-born in
1970/71. The new migrants, especially those from the former
Soviet Union, lived for three generations under spiritual
oppression and a dictatorship which forbade any religious
activities. Most of these Jews will not identify at all, or will join
the Reform movement.

It is not only that Jews today identify less with a major
denomination. Apparently, even among those who do identify
themselves as Orthodox, Conservative or Reform an erosion
has taken place in synagogue membership (Table 1). Less than
30 percent of the 74 percent of the Jews expressing a denomina-
tional preference claimed synagogue membership. The parallel
rate in 1970/71 was 48 percent.” This trend is clearly associated
with the decline in the percentage of Orthodox and
Conservative Jews. Among the Reform, a relatively small num-
ber are synagogue members. Lazerwitz’ somewhat optimistic
prognosis for maintaining a 50 percent level of synagogue
membership" was, to our regret, found to be inaccurate.

Lifetime Denomination

The data from the 1990 NJPS allow us to trace the changes in
the ideological orientation of individual Jews. Table 1 shows
that only a low percentage of people raised in Orthodoxy chose
to retain identity with that denomination. While among the first
generation of native-born the transition was clearly to the
Conservative denomination, among the second generation a
larger percentage of ex-Orthodox defined themselves as Reform
orriicking ideological denomination. People from Conservative
or Reform homes as well as those with non-denominational
background tended to remain within their parents’ denomina-
tional group. However, a substantial percentage with
Conservative backgrounds — both of Jews with foreign-born
and native-born parents — switched to the Reform denomina-
tion. Intemsﬁngﬁ)@ among the second generation n-tive-bnm
from ideologically oriented homes, a similar percer®®#e (16 per-
cent) changed to a non-denomination position regardless of
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whether their background was Orthodox, Conservative or
Reform.

Transition from past denomination to present one, and the
direction of change, resulted in gain to those denominations
which offer more personal freedom from the rigorous Jewish
tradition: to Conservative from Orthodox; to Reform from
Orthodox and from Conservative (Table 3). Moreover, the non-
denominational group has a positive balance with each of the
three major ideological denominations. These trends were
found both among the first and second generations of the
native-born. Among the latter, the pattern proved to be consis-
tent along all four U.5. Census Regions (Northeast, Midwest,
South and West)."” The index of denominational stability, mea-
sured by the percentage of persons remaining with their
parental denomination, was at the same level (65 percent to 67
percent) in all four regions.

Discussion

The new evidence from the 1990 National Jewish Population
Survey, such as the material presented in this paper, contributes
to a reassessment of the trends in the ideological orientation of
American Jews and, thereby, also allows examination of the
changing levels of Jewish identity. Three major conclusions are
derived from the data:

1) The Reform movement has become the largest of the
ideological denominations and is the source of identi-
fication for the (relative) majority of the U.S. Jewish
community. It can be predicted that the portion of
American Jews defining themselves as Retorm will
rise as the Jewish population will include more
descendants of native-born. Moreover, it seems that
Jewish immigration in great numbers to the US. is
conceivable today especially from the former Soviet
Union. These Jews will most probably prefer not to
identify themselves at all or will consider themselves
as Reform Jews.

2) A similar percentage among former Conservative
and among former Reform Jews, both of whose par-
ents were native-born, were found to be without
denominational identification. Such trends predict an
additional increase of the non-denominational within
the American Jewish population.

3) Today the more non-denominational Jews than
there were "9970/71. This has an effect on the iden-
tificational profile and the levels of community
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It is not only that the non-denominational are unlikely to
claim synagogue membership. It seems that along extended
social and religious identity patterns, the erosion and weaken-
ing of ties from Jewish life are most significant among this
group. There is a dramatic difference between Reform and non-
denominational Jews; for example, 85 percent versus 53 percent
saw being a Jew to be of great importance (Table 4). Also, 46 per-
cent of Reform Jews viewed living in a Jewish neighborhood to
be important, versus 24 percent among the non-denomination-
al. Furthermore, a small percentage of the non-denominational
donate to Jewish charities, and they feel less attached to Israel.
In addition, over 13 percent of the non-denominational Jews
participate at least once a month in a non-Jewish religious ser-
vice. Considering these results, many of the non-denomination-
al Jews might be heading down a road ending in assimilation.

Among other reasons, marriage to a non-Jewish spouse is an
explanatory variable for a transition from denominational back-
ground to a non-denominational position. It was found that
among people raised as Reform Jews who are currently non-
denominational, 62 percent were married with a non-Jewish
spouse as compared to 50 percent among those who remained
Reform (we refer to married individuals regardless of genera-
tion).” Among Jews with a Conservative background who
became non-denominational, 72 percent had a non-Jewish
spouse; the rate of mixed marriage among Jews who were
raised and remained Conservative was only 30 percent. The
parallel values among the Orthodox were 46 percent and nine
percent, respectively. Hence, many of the Jews who were raised
with denominational identification, but presently are non-
denominational, married a non-Jewish spouse.

Although the confrontation with mixed marriage evokes senti-
ments of fear about Jewish survival, this threat must be
approached. It is necessary to continue efforts on various levels
such as Jewish education, Jewish singles’ activities in syna-

ogues, Jewish centers and Beit-Hillels, and the strengthening of
?Ewish consciousness among parents in order to reduce the
high levels of mixed marriage. Nor must we delude ourselves
and accept the existence of this phenomenon. As Jonathan
Sarna wrote “...this is the price for living in a highly tolerant
society where Jews and Christians interact freely.”" Ways
should be sought to approach mixed couples and offer them
opportunities to establish ties with organized Jewish life. This is
not a hopeless effort and it will be a ﬁart of the struggle of
American Jews also in the beginning of the 21st CEI"}’.

SIZE OF AMERICAN JEWISH DENOMINATIONS
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Table 1

Denominations of Jewish Adults, NJPS 1970/71, and
Denominations of Respondents by Generation
NJPS 1990 (percentages)

Adults 19701 Respondents 1590
Jewish Denom Tolal US.  Total LS Foreign  U.S.Born  U.5. Bom
Groups Jews Jews Born  Both Parenls Bolh Parants

Foreign-Bom  Native-Born

Total? 100 100 100 100 100
(N) (5,790) (1,979) (162)  (428) (1,120)
Orthodox 11 6 17 10 2
Members Fi 4 12 5 1
Mot Members 1 2 5 5 1
Conservative 42 33 a7 44 27
Members 24 15 22 22 i1
Mot Members 18 18 15 22 16
Reform 33 35 20 26 43
Members 17 b g 9 13
Mot Members 16 24 11 17 30
Mo Denomination® 14 26 26 20 28
Members - 2 2 2 3
Mot Members - 24 24 18 25

a. Lazerwite, B, “Past and Future Trends in the Size of American Jewish Denominations™
Sourmal of Reform Jygcnt, Vol, 26, no. 3 (Summer [979), p. 78

b, The columns cntitle tal U5, Jews' include Jews with one parent who is forcign-bom,
Far 1990, information on synagogue membership relates (o the entire household,

. Refers to all Jews not identifying with one of the three major ideological movements.
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Table 2

Jewish Respondents by Current

Denomination, Denomination Raised and

Generation,

United States, NJPS 1990 (percentages)

Current
Denominalion

Denominalion Raised

Orthodox Caonservative

A. Both Parents Foreign-Born

Total 100.0
(N) (204)
Orthodox 20.3
Conservative 3.7
Reform 17.0
No Denom. 9.0
B. Both Parents Native-Born
Total 100.0
(N) (104)
Orthodox 18.4
Conservative 38.2
Reform 2689
No Denom. 16.5

100.0
(132)
0.0
60.1
30.4
9.5

100.0
(422)
0.8
57.0
26.0
16.3

Retorm

100.0
(41)
0.0
1.4
80.0
18.6

100.0
(420)
0.2
3.9
79.3
16.6

No Denom.

100.0
(91)
2.4
8.2
5.0
84.4

100.0
(174)
0.4
8.0
11.8
79.8
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Table 3

Jewish Respondents by Denominational Mobility
and Gain versus Loss Balance?, by Generation,
United States, NJPS 1990 (percentages)

Curreni Denomination Raised
Denominalion == — =
Orthodox Conservaliva Reform No Denom,

A. Both Parents Foreign-Born

Orthodox 9.8 0.0 0.0 0.3
Conservative 25.9(+) 17.6 0.1 1.0
Reform 8.2(+) 8.9(+) 8.0 0.6
No Denom. 4.4(+) 2.8(+) 1.9(+) 10.6

Index of Denom. Stability .460
n=428

B. Both Parents Native-Born

Orthodox : I 4 0.3 0.1 0.1
Conservative  3.5(+) 20.5 1.4 1.5
Reform 2.4(+) 9.4(+) 29.0 2.2
No Denom. 1.5(+) 5.9(+) 6.1(+) 14.6
Index of Denom. Stability.658
N=1120

a. The sign in parentheses refers to the gain/loss balance of the horizontal
denomination with the vertical denomination.
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Table 4

Selected Indicators of Jewishness of Jewish
Respondents* by Current Denomination,
United States, NJPS 1990 (percentages)

Selecled Jewish Current Deanomination
Indicators
Orthodox Conservative Relarm Mo Denom.
Both Parents 86.0 75.1 75.9 34.4
Jewish
importance Being A Jew
Somewhat—Very 91.8 B88.5 85.8 52.6

Synagogue Attendance
Few Times a Month
or Mare 53.7 29.3 16.8 9.2

Non-Jewish Service Attendance
Few Times a Month

or More ae 4.1 23 13.3
Jewish Education

— Day School 37.5 9.6 3.1 4.8
Had Bar

/Bat Mitzvah 52.8 52.4 51.0 32.0
Hs. Contribution

to Jewish Charity 76.5 65.4 50.7 29.0
Importance of Jewish Neighborhood

Somewhat-Very 74.3 58.7 45.5 24.4
How Many Jewish Friends

Most-All T0.5 53.5 32.6 21.5
Attached to Israel

Very—Extremely 74.7 416 232 15.6

a. With no distinction of place of birth or generation
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prayer at the site. It also agreed, however, that the sensitivities of
others must be respected, and any offense to these sensitivities must be
minimized.

The Government is committed to finding a solution by the end of the
year, and has appointed the Prime Mimster's Adviser on the Status of
Women, Nava Arad, to oversee its implementation.

The Government is optimistic that with mutual tolerance, goodwill
and respect, a satisfactory agreement can be reached.

Sincerely Yours,

[

e
‘Sn‘x[ﬂl‘nlhau] (Weiss), Adv.

Acting Legal Adviser and
Committee Coordinator
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Ms. Evelyn R. Benson
219 Myrtle Avenue
Havertown, PA 19803
USA

Dear Ms. Benson,

Thank you for your letter of July 26, 1994 to Mr. Shmuel Hollander,
who has forwarded your letter to my office.

The Government of Isracl recognizes that the issue of the right of
women to partake in public prayer services at the Western Wall is of
great importance not only to the citizens of Israel, but to Jews
everywhere. 1 appreciate your concern in the matter and would like to
update you on the recent decision taken by the Government.

Following the ruling of the High Court of Justice on May 17, 1994,
the Directors-General Committee on Prayer Arrangements at the Western
Wall, headed by the Director-General of the Prime Minister's Office, Mr.
Shimon Sheves, is exploring ways to enable freedom of assembly and
prayer at the site. It also agreed, however, that the sensitivities of
others must be respected, and any offense to these sensitivities must be
minimized.

The Government is committed to finding a solution by the end of the
year, and has appointed the Prime Minister's Adviser on the Status of
Women, Nava Arad, to oversee its implementation.

The Government is optimistic that with mutual tolerance, goodwill
and respect, a satisfactory agreement can be reached.

Sincerely Yours,

g D
(Sms.\lJEl )’Shaul (Weiss), “Adv.

Acting Legal Adviser and
Committee Coordinator

DE ?05555 78 91919 T.|"4‘LL'I1'|" 'I""?'I A 199R T
3 Kuplcq St HDkIWU Jerusalem 9191 ? Israel, Tel: 972-2-705555
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"within halakhic guidelines, women may
participate in women's prayer groups, as
long as these groups fall inte the halakhic
category of tefillah and not minyan...

Participants in such groups are not
rebelling against Torah Judaism. Quite the
contrary. They are seeking to instill
greater religious meaning in their lives.
Their purpose is5 not to diminish the Torah,
but to enhance their Jewish commitment and
halakhic observance...
s

Their gquest to reach nobly to attain this
lofty objective should be applauded".
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"In the various component parts of the Church

the‘pusition at the.present moment can be
summarized as follows:

(1) The Entrance Doorway and the Facade, the
Stone of Unction, the Parvis of the
Rotunda, the great Dome and the Edicule
are common property. The three rites
consent to the partition of the costs of
any work of repair between them in equal
proportion. The Entrance Courtyard is in
common use, but the Orthodox alone have
the right to clean it.
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The Dome of the Katholikon is claimed by
the Orthodox as being under their
exclusive jurisdiction. The other
communities do not recognize  this,
maintaining that it 1is part of the
general fabric of the Church, and demand
a share in any costs of repair. The
Orthodox, however, refuse to share
payment with any other Community. The
same conditions apply mutatis mutandis to
the Helena Chapel, claimed by the
Armenians, and the Chapel of the
Invention of the Cross claimed by the
Latins.

The ownership of the Seven Arches of the
virgin is in dispute between the Latins
and the Orthodex, of the Chapel of St.
Nicodemus between the Armenians and the
Syrian Jaccbites, and the Delt al Sultan
between the Copts and Abessinians. In
these cases neither party will agree to
the other doing any work of repair or to
divide the costs.

The Chapel of the Apparition, the Calvary
Chapels, and the Commemorative shrines
are in the sole possession of one or
other of the rites, but the others enjoy
certain rights of office therein. Any
projected innovation or work of repair is
to be notified to the other rites.

The Katholikon, the Galleries and the
Chapels in the Courtyard {other than the
orthodox Chapels on the West) are in the
exclusive jurisdiction of cone or other of
the rites, but subject to the main
principles of the Status Quo as Dbeing
within the ensemble of the Holy
Sepulchre".
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