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CABINET COMMUNIQUE 1SSUED FOLLOWING PRESIDENT SADAT'S RECALL
OF THE EGYPTIAN DELEGATION TO THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE
IN JERUSALEM, oN 19 January 1978,

The Government of Israel noted with regret the announcement of the Egyptian Government as
to the sudden suspension of the negotiations within the framework of the political commit-
tee. This abrupt Egyptian announcement proves once more that the Egyptian Government was
under the illusion that Israel would surrender to demands that at no time were acceptable
to Israel. The Egyptian delegation demanded of the Israeli delegation the withdrawal of
Israeli forces from Sinai, the Golan, Judaea, Samaria and Gaza.

The Egyptian Foreign Minister, on his arrival in Israel, did not hesitate to demand that
Israel transfer the 01d City of Jerusalem to foreign rule, and further demanded the estab-
1ishment of a Palestinian state in the territory of Eretz Yisrael in Judaea, Samaria, and
in Gaza. Such a Palestinian state would have extinguished any prospect of peace, and
would have created a danger to the very existence of the Jewish state.

There has never been, and there will never be, a government in Israel that would agree to
such conditions. However, the Government of Israel, which strives for a real peace, has
proved its willingness by presenting a peace plan that was received positively by all those
who have seen it. The Israeli peace plan was presented on 17 December to President Carter
and his advisors. Secretary of State Vance declared in an official communique that it is a
"notable contribution" and that it contains a constructive approach. President Carter an-
nounced on 28 December 1977 that the Israeli peace plan contains "a great deal of flexibili-
ty" and that it is "a long step forward." Former President Ford and ranking senators, in-
cluding the leader of the majority in Congress and British Prime Minister Mr. Callaghan,
have declared that it is a most constructive plan. It is only the Egyptian Government, in
its astonishing intransigence, that sees the plan as "delaying tactics" and "deceit," and
which decided, in the midst of this early stage of the negotiations on a "declaration of
principles," to suspend the talks. We did not put any preconditions. We did not make any
discussion on Egyptian proposals conditional on their acceptance of ours. As in all nego-
tiations, there was an exchange of proposals and counter-proposals. Israel will continue
to strive for the establishment of a permanent and just peace with her neighbours. Should
the Egyptian Government decide to renew the negotiations, Israel will be willing to do so.
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BEGIN EXPLAINS HIS PLAN TO THE KNESSET

‘Real security’

The jollowing Is Prime
Minister Begin's statement
in the Knesset yesterday:

MR. SPEAKER, Members of the
Knesset,

On the establishment of peace we,

shall propose to grant ad-
ministrative pelf-rule to the Arab
residents of Judea, Samaria and the
Gaza Distriet on the basis of the
following principlea:

{Mr. Begin then read out the plan
for self-rule for Judea, S8amaria and
Gara.)

Mr. Bpeaker, I must now expiain
paragraph 11 of this plan and also
Paragraph 24. In Paragraph 11 of
our plan we stated that security and
public order In the areas of Judea,
Samaria and the Gaza District will
be -the responsibility of the Israell
authorities. Without this paragraph
the plan for administrative self-rule
Ila meaningless. I wish to state from
the Knesset rostrum that It obviously
includes the stationing of Israel
army forces in Judea, 8amaria and
the Gaza Birip. It is quite out of the
question — If we had been asked to
withdraw our army forces from
Judea, Samaria and Gasa — to allow
these areas to be dominated by the
murderers’ organization known as
the PLO — “Ashaf'' in Hebrew
translation. This Is the vilest
organization of murderers in
history, with the exception of the
Nazxl armed organizationa. A few
days ago It also boasted of the
murder of Hamdl el-Kadi, the deputy
director of the education office In
Ramallah, and today It threatens to
solve the problemas of the Middle
East by one bullet to be dispatched to
the heart of Egyptian President

Badat, as lts predecessors did in the

Al-Aksa Mosgue against King Ab-
dullah — with one bullet. No wonder
the Egyptian government an-
nounced that if one such bullet s
fired Egypt will reply with a million
hullets.

WE WANT to say that this organiza-
tion will not be permitted, under any
conditions, to dominate Judea,

Samaria and Gaza. If we did
withdraw our forces, that ia what
would happen. And therefore let It be
known that anyone who wants an
agreement with us should be good
enough to accept our statement that
the Israel Defence Forces will be
stationed In Judea, Bamaria and
Gaza; and there will alsc be other
security arrangements so that we
shall give all the residents — Jews
and Arabs in the Land of Israel —
security of life, that ls, security for
all.

In paragraph 24 we stated:
“Israel stands by its right and Its
clalm of soverelgnty to Judea,
Samaria and the Gaza district. In
the knowledge that other claims
exiat, It proposes, for the sake of
the agreement of the peace, that
the question of soverelgnty In
these areas be left open,”

We explained this to U.8. Presi-

dent Carter and to Egyptian Presi-
dent Badat. We have a right and a

‘claim of sovereignty to these areas

of the Land of Israel. This Is our
country, and it belongs by right to
the Jewish people. We want agree-
ment and peace. We know that there
are at least two other eclaims of
soverelgnty over these areas. If
there {s & mutual will to achieve an
agreement and bring about peace,
what s the way? If these conflicting
claims are upheld and if there is no
solutlon to the conflict between
them. there can be po agreement
between the parties. And for this
reason, to facilitate sgreement and
to make peace, there ls only one
way: to decide, by agreement, that
the gquestion of sovereignty remains
open; and to deal with the people, the
nations — for the Palestinian Araba,
administrative self-rule; and for the
Palestinian Jews, real security. This
{s the falrness contained in the
proposal, and thus it has also been
received abroad.

Principles for

settlement
WITH THIS plamn as well as with
principles which I ahall now explain,

for the settlement of relations
between lsrael and Egypt to be lald
down in & peace treaty between
these ‘two countries, 1 went to the
United States to wisit Preasident
Carter and to Inform him of both
parta of our peace plan. The second
part — namely, the principles for the
settlement of the relations between
Egypt and Israel in the context of a
peace treaty — are:

+ Demill tion — The Egyptian
army shall not croas the Gidi-Mitla
line. Between the Suex Canal and
this line the agreement for the thin-
ning out of forces shall remain in
force.

¢+ Jewish settlements shall remain
in place. These settlements will be
linked with Israel's administration
and courts. They will be protected by
an Israell force — and I repeat thia
sentence for a reason well known to
all the members of the House — they
will be protected by an Israell force.

* A transition period of a number of
years, during which IDF forces will
be stationed on a defenalve line In
central 8inal, and alrfields and
early-warning Installatlons will be
maintained, until the withdrawal of
our forces to the international boun-
dary.

* Guarantee of freedom of naviga-
tion in the Straits of Tiran, which will
be recognized by both countries In a
special declaration as an inter-
national waterway which must be
open to all passage of all ships under
any flag; either by a UN force which
cannot be withdrawn except with the
agreement of both countries and by
unanimous declaion of the Becurity
Counell, or by joint Egyptian-Israell
patrols.

With the two parts of this peace
plan I came to the President of the
United States, Mr, Carter. 1 had a
peraonal tete-a-tete with him. Both
during that talk and in the talks
between the Israelli and American
delegations, he expressed &
favourable assessment of the plan.
On Saturday evening, at the second
meeting, the President of the United
Btates sald that this plan was a falr



basls for peace negotiations. A
favourable view of our plan was also
expressed by Vice-President Mon.
dale; Secretary of State Vance; the
president's adviser on national
security, Prof. Brzezinskl; as well as
by the well-known, distinguished and
influential S8enators Jackson, Case,

Javits, Stone and our dear friend —
to whom, Mr. Speaker. on behalf of
the entire Kneasei of Israel [ today
extend best wishes for & full and
speedy recovery —
Humphrey. In addition, a favourable
assesament of this plan was expreas-
ed by former U.5. president Gerald
Ford, former secretary ol state
Henry Kissinger, and the spokesman
of the American Jewish community,
Rabbi Dr. Schindler. All of them
stated that the baals of the plan was
its fairnesa.

FROM AMERICA, en route home, 1
stopped over In London, and I
presented our two-part peace planto
the prime minister of Britaln and the
British foreign secrstary. Both Mr.
Callaghan and Dr, Owen expressed
thelr favourable sssessment of our
peace plan, and Mr, Callaghan told
our attorney-general that this was a
very constructive plan. I also con-
veyed the plan to the special envoy of
the preaident of the French
Republic, Giscard d'Estaing, name-
ly Francols Poncet.

While I was in the U.8., ] asked the
pecretary of state to contact Pres!-
dent Badat and to inform him, on my
behalf, that I would like to meet with
him — whether in Calro or In a
neutral place, or, should he =o
desire, in Ismailiya. I mentioned a
meeting In Ismalliys because we
spake of such & possibility with
President Sadat when he vislted
Jerusalem.

The president of Egypt informed
me, via the secretary of state, that
he waa choosing Ismailiya as the site
of our meeting. I . Thus, & few
days after the conclusion of my mis-
aslon in the U.8, and Britaln, the
meeting in Ismailiya took place.

Mr. Speaker, that was a successful
méetlng. Its success came with Its
opening. We held a personal talk,
President Sadat and mysell; and
within the first five minutes of that
italk, the decisive result was at-
talned: contlnuation of the
negotiations between the two coun-

S8enator

tries for the signing of a peace treaty
— a8 was decided, instead of the ex-
pression “peace agreement,' in the
meeting between the two delegations
in Ismaliliva.

These negotiations will be con-
ducted &t a high level. The com-
mittees will be; political, to sit in
Jerusalem, and military, which will
slt In Calro. The chalrmen of the
committees will be the foreign
ministers and the defence ministers
of Egypt and Israel. The chair-
manship of the committees will
rotate, Our forelgn minister will
begin at the sessions of the com-
mittee in Jerusalem. The Egyptian

defence minister will begin at the
seasions of the military committee in
Cairo. At the end of a week, the
chairmen will rotate. The political
commitiee will deal with the civillan
settlements In the 8inai Peninsula
and the subject — which ls & moral
one, It may be termed an Arab-
Jewish one — of the Palestinlan
Araba. The military committee will
deal with all the milltary gquestions
connected with the peace treaty for
the Binal Peninsula.
THUS, MR. SPEAKER, for the first
time In 30 vears, In the very near
future — in about another two weeks
— direct, face-to-face negotlations
will tommence between authorized
representatives — ministers of
Israel — and Egypt's authorized
representatives, Its forelgn and
defence ministers., No third person
will serve as chairman of these com-
mittees, as was the custom in all the
meetings between ourselves and the
Arah astates; but the ministers
themselves will conduct the sessions
and rotate as chalrmen. These will
be fundamental, detailed, political,
security negotlations for the attain-
ment and signing of peace treaties.
And because this is happening for
the first time since the establish-
ment of our state, for the first time
after five wara, for the first time
after the declaration from various
directions that lsrael must be -
quidated — we must welcome this
shift in lteelf. And let us hope and
wish that during the weeks or
months during which the com-
mittees will ait, they will reach
agreement — and If there is an
agreement it will serve as a basis for
the peace treaty which, in this case,
will be signed by authorized
representatives of lsrael and Egypt.
It may be said that at the
Ismailiya meeting the two sides also
agreed on a joint declaration. But its
publication was prevented because
the two delegations did not arrive at
an agreed and joint formula for the
problem which we term — and justly
0 — the question of the Palestinian
Arabs, while the Egyptians call it, In
their terminclogy — and It ls their
right to use their terminology — the
question of the Palestinlan peaple.
We tried, we made an effort, to
arrive at a joint formula; but it
emerged that we could not accept
one or another wording — whether
proposed to the Egyptian delegation
by us, or whether proposed to the
Israell delegation by the Egyptians.
On Sunday, between 10 and 10:30
p.m., we therefore postponed the
meeting untll Monday morning, on
the assumption that, with an effort
by both sides, & way out would >e
found. And, Indeed, It was found.

BY WAY OF agreement on & joint
formula, In sccordance with
precedents In finternational con-
ferences, we proposed — and our
proposal was accepted — that each
gide would massert ita positlon and
employ 1ta own terminology. Henee,

the statement on the of the
Palestinian Arahs, as read out by the
Preaident of Egypt to our joint press
conference, was made up of two sec-
tions, namely:
“The position of Egypt is that a
Palestinian state should be eas-
tablished In the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip. The position of
Israel is that the Palestinian
Arabs residing in Judea, 8amaria
and the Gaza district should en-
joy seif-rule.”
Because of the differsance over this
issue, publication waas prevented of
the declaration whose contents had
been completely agreed upon. We
did not deem it proper to press for
publication of & joint statement if the
Egyptian side said that under these
conditions It could not sign it. But I
must note that the content itself was
agreed upon by the two delegationa
together. (Interjection by Knesset
Member Aharon Yadlin, of the
Allgnment: What 1s left of the con-
tents?) If it was not published, why
do #o0 from the Knesset rostrum?
{Interjection by Knesset Member
Yadlin: How ecan settlements be
defended by an Israell force if the
IDF withdraws to the international
border?) That belongs to the debate
— and I have learned, easpecially
from committee proceedings — that
if someone says he does not unders-
tand, he means he does not agree —
particularly someone as Intelligent
&z yoursell,

Took many risks

Mr. S8peaker, with the conclusion of
the meeting at Iamailiva, we have
done our part; we have given our
share. Henceforth, the other side has
the floor. For the sake of peace, for
the sake of a peace treaty, we have
assumed great responsibility and
taken many risks. Yes, indeed. And
aiready during these days, since my
return from the U.8.., a hard and
painful debate has been under way
between my best friends and myself.
From the Knesset rostrum, too, I
shall state, as I told them, that if It is
my lot to sonduet such a debate, I
shall willingly accept the decree.
They are my friends. We went a long
way together, In difficult days and In
good days. 1 love them, and regard
them — and shall continue to regard
them — with atfection.

BUT THERE I8 no escape. You
must accept responaibility with that
degree of clvie courage without
which there can he no political
decisiona. To me it is clear that we
are on the right path to facilitate
negotiations for, and the signing of, a
peace treaty. After examining all the
other ways, as they have often been
mentioned in Knesset debates, I no
longer have the slightest doubt that
the only way to make negotintlons
for the signing of a peace treaty
possible |s the one that s proposed
by the government. Therefore,
should it be necessary to face a
debate on thls matier with dear,



even beloved, friends, we shall do so.
But it Is a fact that the responsibility
Is great and the riaks exist.
Therefore [ relterate: In Ismailiya,
In the wake of the vialts to
Washington and London, we, the
government of Iarael, did our part,
we made our contribution; and it s
now the turn of the other alde. If the
followera of routine thinking In the
Egyptian Forelgn Ministry assume
that they wlll suceceed in getting In-
ternational pressure exerted on us,
80 that we will aceept thelr posltions
which are unacceptable to us. and
that we will agree to them — they
are wrong. Even If pressure were to
be exerted on us, Mr. Speaker, it
would be of no benefit to anyone,
because we are used Lo pressure and
the refusal to yield to it.

No pressure expected

But T am convinced that no inter-
natlonal preasure will be exerted on
the Btate of Israel. It is in-
concelvable, The peraons who prais-
ed our peace plan as falr, as con-
atructlve, as a broakthrough, are

very serlous persons, They know Ita
full contents, except for certaln
amendments — which we have also
transmitted to our friends the
Americana — which do not alter the
subsiance of the plan. This is the
pltan I made known to President
Carter and Presldent Sadat. And
they cannot, by invitation of the con-
ventional thinkers of the Egyptian
Forelgn Miniatry, change thelr
minds within the space of a few
weeks. We have today massive
moral support throughout the U.B.:
in the administration; in both
Houses of Congress — and the House
majority leader, Mr, Wright, told me
that he praisea and approves this
peace plan; In American public
opinlon; and last, but not least,
among the American Jewlsh com-
munity. ,
THEREFORE the conventional
thinkera In the Egyptian Forelgn
Ministry are making a groat mistake
if they are under the {llusion that if
we do not accept thelr antiquated
formulae, which are totally divorced
from reality, then International
pressure will be exdrted on us. It will

not. And we shall continue on our
path, to bring peace to the people of
Isracl, to establish peace in the Mid-
die Enat. For that ls my asplration —
not from May and June 1877, but
ever aince November and December
1847, from the days in which — after
& break in the relations of peace
between the Palestinlan Arabs and
the Palestinlan Jews — the firat
bullet, directed by an Arab hand Into
i Jewlsh heart, was fired, and from
the daya in which I appealed to the
Palestinlan Arabs from the un-
derground, and called upon them: do
not shed Jewish blood, let us bulld
the country together, so that it may
be a glorious land for the two
peoples. But the bloodshed continued
and there were five bloody wars — (o
which we want to put an end by es-
tabliahing peace and slgning peace
treaties. This 18 our heart's dealre.
And I am cortaln, Mr, Speakor, that
I can express the view of the entire
house — with the exception, perhaps,
of one faction — if I say : This is the
heart’s desire of the entire Jewlsh
peaple — to bring peace to the land,
having liberated the land.



The Prime Minister’s self-rule plan

Thix iz the plan for self-rule for Judea, Samaria
and the Guza district which Prime Minister Begin
rewad out in the Knesset yesterday:

SELF-RULE for Palestinian Araba, Residents of
dudea, Bamaria, and the Gaza District, Which Will
Be Instituted upon the Establishment of Peace —

1. The administration of the military government
In Judea, Bamarin and the Gaza district will be
abolished. i

2. In Judea, Samaria and the Gaza district ad-
ministrative autonomy of the residents, by and for
them, will be establinhed.

3. The resldents of Judea, Samaria and the Gaza
district will elect an Administrdtive Council com-
posed of 11 members. The Administrative Councll
will operate in accordance with the principles laid
down In this paper.

4. Any realdent 18 years old or over, without dis-
tinction of clilzenship, Including stateless residents,
Is entitied to vote In the elections to the Ad-
ministrative Council.

8. Any resldent whose name Is Included In the list
of candidates for the Adminisirative Councll and
who, on the day the list is submitted, Is 25 years old
or over, Is eligible to be elected to the counell.

8. The Administrative Councll will be elected by
general, direct, personal, equal, and secret ballot.

1. The period of office of the Administrative Coun-
ell will be four years from the day of Its election.

8. The Administrative Council will sit in
Bethlehem,

8. All the adminisirative affairs relating to the
Arab resldents of the areas of Judea, Bamaria and
the Gaza distriot will be under the direction and
within the competlence of the Adminlstrative Coun-
ell.

10. The Administrative Councll will operate the
I:Illnwlu departmentn: edocatlon; religloun af-

; linance; transportation; construciion and
housing; Industry, commerce, and tourlam;
agriculture; health; labour and social welfare]
rehabilitation of refugees; and the department for
the administration of justice and the supervision of
the local police forces. It will also promulgate
regulations relating to the operation of these
depariments, i

11. Becurity and public order In the areas of
Judea, Bamaria and the Gaza district will be the
reaponslbility of the Israsll authorities.

12. The Administrative Councll will elect lis own
chalrman.

13. Tha first seaslon of the Administrative Councll
will be convened 30 days after the publication of the
election results,

14. Residents of Judea, Bamaria and the Gaza dis-
trict, without distinction of citizenship, Including
ntateless resldents, will be granted free cholce of
elther Israsll or Jordanian cltizenahip.

15. A resldent of the areas of Judea, Samaria and
the Gaza disirict who requests Israell citizenship
will be granted such cltizenship In accordance with
the cltizsenship law of the state.

18. Resldenis of Judea, Samaria and the Gaza dis-
trict who, in accordance with the right of free op-

tion, choose Israsll cliizenship, will be entitled to
vote for, and be elected to, the Knesset in accor-
dance with the slectlon law.

17. Resldents of Judea, Bamaria and the Gaza dis-
trict who are citizens of Jordan er who, In accor-
dance with the right of free optlon, become citizens
of Jordan, will elect and be eligible for slection to
the Parliament of the Hashemite Kilngdom of Jor.
dan In accordance with the election lnw of that coun.
iry.

18. Questions arlsing from the vote to the Jorda.
nian Parliament by resldenis of Judea, Bamarls
and the Gaza district will be clarified In negotiations
between Israel and Jordan.

18. A committee will be established of represen:
tatives of Israsl, Jordan, and the Administrative
Councll to examine existing legislation in Judea,
Bamaria and the Gaza district; and to determine
which legislation will continue in force, which will
be ahollshed, and what will be the competence of the
Adminisiraltlve Council to promulgate regulations.
The rulings of the committee will be adopted by un.
anlmous decision.

20. Resldents of Inrael will be entitled to acquire
land and settle In the areas of Juden, Samaria and
the Gaza districi. Arabs, residents of Judea,
Samaria and the Gaza district, who, In accordance
with the free optlon granted them, become Israell
cltizens, will be entitled to acquire land and settle In
Israel.

21. A commlites will be establlshed of represen-

tatives of Israel, Jordan, and the Administrative
Council to determine norms of Immligration to the
areas of Judea, Bamaria and the Gaza district. The
commiitee will determine the norms whereby
Arab refugees residing outside Juden, Bamaria
and the Gaza district will be permitted to immigrate
to these areas In reasonable numbers. The rulings of
the committes will be adopted by unanlmous deci-
slon.
22. Resldents of Isranel and resldents of Judea,
Bamaria and the Gama disirict will be assured
freedom of movement and freedom of economie ne-
tivity in Israel, Judea, Bamaria and the Gaza dis-
trict.

23, The Administrative Council will appoint one
of lta members to represent the council before the
government of Isrmel for deliberation on matters
of common Interest, and one of lts members to
represent the councll before the government of Jor-
dan for deliberation on matters of common Interest.

24. Israel stands by lis right and lis claim of
soverelgnty to Judea, Bamarla and the Gaza dis.
trict. In the knowledge that other clalms exist, it
propones, for (he sake of the agreement and the
peace, that the guesilon of soverelgniy In these
areas be loft open,

25. With regard to the adminlstration of the holy
places of the three religions In Jerusalem, a speclal
propesal will be drawn up and submitted that will
include the guaraniee of freedom of access to
members of all faiths to the shrines holy te them.

28, These principles will be subject to review after
A five-year period.
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EXCERPTS FROM A NEWS CONFERENCE GIVEN BY PRIME MINISTER BEGIN
AT BEN GURION AIRPORT, UPON HIS RETURN FROM ISMAILIYA,
oN 26 pecemBer 1977,

Prime Minister Begin: The meeting at Ismailiya was crowned with success. Yesterday, im-
mediately after our arrival, I had a personal talk with President Sadat and, within a few
minutes, we agreed to set up two committees: one political, the other military. We thus
lent added momentum to the peace-making process in the Middle East. We agreed that the

two committees would be chaired by the Foreign and Defence Ministers of the two countries.
We agreed that the political committee would sit in Jerusalem, and the military committee
in Cairo. We also agreed that the chairmanship of the committees would be determined on

a rotating basis: in Cairo, in the first week of the discussions, General Mohammed Gamasy -
whom we respect as a courageous soldier - will be chairman; and, after a week, Defence Min-
ister Ezer Weizman - whom the Egyptians respect as a courageous soldier - will take over.
In Jerusalem, the political committee will be chaired first by the Foreign Minister of Is-
rael and, after a week, the new Foreign Minister of Egypt will take over as chairman.

-

These committees will start work in mid-January, probably on the 14th or 15th. We have auﬁ'
no date for the conclusion of their work, but it may be expected that they will carry on
for about two or three months. We hope they will bring us an agreement. If there is an
agreement, it will serve as the basis for the peace treaties.

There was a proposal that we issue a joint declaration, and we discussed it. Many things
were agreed upon but, what was not agreed upon, as regards content and formulation, con-
cerned the Palestinian Arabs. An Egyptian formulation - which we could not accept - was
presented to us, and we put forth our own formulation, which the Egyptians could not ac-
cept. For several hours we tried to arrive at a joint formulation and, last night between
10 and 10:30 P.M., we had not yet attained an agreed joint formulation. We therefore de-
cided to put off the session until this morning, on the assumption that, following further
thought, we would, as regards this matter too, find a formulation acceptable to both sides.



i

QUESTION: Is there any time-table for marrowing the existing gap?

PRIME MINISTER BEGIN: There is no time-table. There is no time 1imit. The committees will
begin their discussions in about another three weeks, and I assume that the discussions will
continue for several months.

Q: Could there be a separate lsraeli-Egyptian agrecment if no other Arab states join in
the discussions?

FM: It is too soon to ask a question like that. It was put to President Sadat at the press
conference. He said: "No, peace must be established throughout the Middle East," and I
igree with him.

Q: If there ie a Knesset vote, will you impose party and coalition diseipline, or will

everyone be allowed to vote according to hie conscience?

FM: We shall impose no coalition discipline. Every Knesset member will be able to vote ac-
cording to his conscience. 1 hope that this decision, concerning the government supporters,
will also have an effect on those opposing the government. In other words - this time,
because one of the most fundamental issues of our national life is involved, that all the
factions will allow their members to vote freely.

§: Did you and President Sadat reach agreement on possible demilitarisation in Sinai?
FM: Qur proposals concerning Sinai are crystallized. True, there is an element of demili-
tarization in them, but that is one of the details, and we shall conduct all the negotia-
tions on details in the military working committee.

Q: What is the present plan for the Cairo Conference plenum?

FM: The Cairo Conference will convene tomorrow and will decide to defer its discussions,
so as to enable the working committees in Cairo and Jerusalem to proceed with their work.
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Ismailiya summit

ISMAILIYA (AP). — Text of the
statements and news conference
of Epyptian Presidemt Anwar
adat and Israell Prime
inister Menahem Begin
yesterday at th: conclusion of
their Middle Eost summil
meeling: (The remarkas were
in English unless otherwise noted).

" Badat's statement!

In the name of God, lel me selze
this opportunity to express my
gratiiude for the efforts you have
done to cover the historical momenta
here in lamalliva. As you know, after
my viait to Jerusalem on the 20th of
Movember, a new apirit prevails In
the area’ and we have agreed in
Jerusalem and In Ismalllya also to
eontinue our efforts towarda achiev.
ing & comprehensive settlement

We have agreed upon raleing the
level of the representation In the
Calro conference to ministerial level
and as you have heard yesterday
(Bunday) we have agreed upon two
committees — A palitical committes
and a military committee headed by
minlstera of foreign affalrs and
ministers of defence. The military
committee will convene in Calro,
The political committes will convene
in Jerusrlem.

Those commlittees shall work in
the context of the Calro conference,
meaning that they will report to the
plenary whenever they reach any
decialon. The guestion of the
withdrawal we have made progress,
but on the Palestinian question,
which we conaider the core and crux
of Lthe problem here in this area, the
Egyptlan and Israell delegations
here discussed the Palestinian
problem.

The poaltion of Egypt Ia that on the
West Bank and the Gaza Btrip a
Palestinian state should be es.
tablished. The poaition of larael la
that Palestinlan Arabs in Judea,
Bamaria, the West Bank of Jordan,
and the Gaza Btrip should enjoy self
rule.

We have agreed that because we
have differed on the issue, the lssue
will ba discussed in the political com-
mittee of the Cairo preparatory con-
ferance.

1 hope I have glven you some light’

upon our work and thank you agaln.

Begin's statement:

Mr. Presldent, ladles and
gentlemen. 1 have come here a
hopeful prime minister and I am
leaving a happy man. The con-
ference In Iasmalliya has been
succosaful. We will eontinue with the
momentum of the peace-making
Procons.

Now starts the phase of the most
porious negotintions — how to es-
tablish poace betweoen Hgypt and
Isrnnl nm part of & comprehenalve
pottlement throughout the Middle
Kanat. Thome two days ars very good
dayn for Egypt, Iarasl and for peace,

May [ axpross our gratituda 1o the
Erﬂlldﬂnl far his gracious hoapitality
8 beslowed upan me, upen my
frirnds and onllenguea, the Forsign
Mininter Moahe Dayan and the
Defonce Minlster Heer Weleman and
our collnborators and advisers,

Thin in the socond meseting
betwarn Prosidont 8adat and mysalf
after the hlstorie event of hia
braakthrough visit to Jerusalem.

Here, too, may I say, we apoke as
friends, We want to establish real
peace, There are problema to dis-
cuas and in thesae two commitiees,
the ehalrmanship of which we will
rotate between our respective
miniatera, those serlous negotiations
and talks will take place.

Now my friends and 1 will leave
Ismeailiva and Egypt with the fafth
that we contributed to the peaace-
making process and there {a hope
that, with God's help, President
Badat and I and our friends will es-
tablinh poace.

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.

News conference

Q: Mr. Begin, what are the advan.
tages of two or three committees
worklng In tandem rather than a
coheslve peace forum and since you
and Preaident S8adat obviously coor-
dinated theae discussiona, do you ex-
pect Lo meet soon and frequently?

Begin: The committees will start
with thelr work quite soon. In the
firat week of January they will work
every day. We hope for good and con-
crete reaults Presldent Sadat and [
alno agreed Juring our private talks,
It necesaary, from time to time we
shall meel again,

Q: Mr. Bagin and Mr, 8adat, would
you say Egypt and Iarae]l are about

to achieve a peace treaty In a couple
montha?

Sadat: We are working towards a
comprehensive settlement. As 1 sald
before, we want to establinh peace In
the area. Without a comprehensive
settlement we can’t achleve peace.

Begin; 1 agree with the preaident,

Q: To Begin: What about the
declaration of intentlon you were
both to announce™ And how do the
proposals you submitted to Preai-
dent Carter differ from those you
brought here?

Begin; The statement made by the
prealdent {a an agreed upon state-
ment. 30 we don't need now an ad-
ditlong] written declaration., We
agreed to continue the efforts to es-
tabhlish a comprehenaive peace
settlement In the Middie East on the
basis of UN Becurlty Councll Resolu-
tlon 242 and 338 and to eatablish these
committecs, Thia la the banic agres-
ment. Thin ls the most important
development at the Iamalllya con-
ference,

Our colleagues and friends wif:l
continue with the efforta as the presi-
dent and 1 explained. We have
presented to Presldent Badat the
proposals I took to Preaident Carter,
There were a few amendments not of
decislve Importiance, And yesterday
at the conference | presented all our
proposals In detall. The president
Imtened very attentively and now the
commlittees may have counter.
proposals by Egypt as ls natural in
the process of negotiating peace
treaties.

Q: Looking beyond a peace aettle-
ment, can you tell us something
about your long-term grand dealgns
for peace! How to satisfy your
peaple's expectations of a better life,
of a renalssance in this Middle East
cradie of civilization? Are you in
favour of cooperation in sclence,
education, agrioulture, Industry,
trade and cultural exchanges
betwesn your two countries and
eventually between Israel and the
Arab world as a whole?

Badat: Well, the two committess
will start, and, as I sald, will report
to the plenary. Let me say thin — we
are working towards & comprehen-
sive settlement in the area heres and
the nature of peace |a on the agenda
between both sides of the two com-



mittees, and &ll that you have men-
tioned will be discuased in the com-
mittees,

Begin: May I congratulate you,
Mr. Carr (Maurice Carr, of Isras]
Features Bervice), on the poetry you
read to us and I think this {s & ver
good vislon and when we establis
peace, all those good thinga you put
into your question will be put Into
realization,

Q:'Mr, Prealdent, In the gap on the
Palestinians unbridgenble?

Sadat: In as much as we shall be
continuing in the Calro conference to
diacuss whatever points of
difference between us, we shall con-
tinue. As Prime Minister Begin has
sald, If need be we shall meet agaln,
I don't think there is any gap that
cannot he bridged belween ua.

Q: Presldent, do you agree that
Egypt not only holds the key to peace
In the Middle Hast, but also that no
combination of Arab countries can
wage war In the foresceable future
againsl Israel?

Bodat: Well, maybe you have
heard my spooch. We were sincers In
war and we are sincere for peace
slnoe my wvielt to Jerusalem Ilast
November, Lot us sit togather like
clviliend poople and discunsa
whalever problem botweon ua, Lot
ua agreo upon the faet that the Qo-
tobor war should be the Inat war, We
ditd not diffor upon thin at all, The
anntinuntion of our efforta will
anawer all thia,

Q: Whnt nbout wnglng war without
Rigypt?

Sacdnt: Well, wo have here, for auro,
In the Arnb world, in thls nrea
horo, the key to war nnd pence, In
Egypt hore, this Is o fact, an historle
fact, Well, I can't spoak for anyone
but I can any this,

Q: Mr. Prealdent, can the Waent
Bank Palcatinlan lasue be solvod
without a role for the PLO?

8adat: There should be a solution
for this problem. We have passed it
to the. politlcal commitice that we
have agreed upon In the Cairo con-
fercnce, For sure, we ahall find a
solution. Because, as I have said
before, the Palestinlan question Ia
the crux of the whole problem.
Maybe In the future, after the
political ecommittes workas and the
discussiona atart, a new situation
will develop,

Begin: The organization called the
PLO s bent on the destructlon of
Israel. It is written In their charter,
‘They never changed thelr position,
As [ stated time and again, from our
polnt of view everything ls
negotiable except the destruction of
Israel. Therefore, this organization
la no partner to our negotiations.
Now as 1 read before 1 reached
Ismaillya, the spokesman of this
arganization threatened the life of
Preaident 8adat — speaking about
one bullet that may change the
course of events. 80 now we have &
situation, after Tripoll. in which such
threats are issued both against
Israel and Egypt. We want to diacuss

the problem of the Palestinian Arabs
with our Egyptian friends. We want
to negotlate with the representatives
of the Paleatinlan Araba and this we
are golng to do In the tirst week of
January.

Q! Is there any posaibility that
other Arab countries will join the
eonference? Wil you keep King Hus-
seln of Jordan Informed?

Badat: For sure I will be Inferming
King Husseln of all the developments
that have taken place here In
Ismalllya and let us hope that others
will foin yet In the next Atage.

Q: In wlew of the dramatie
changes that have taken place, have
you, Mr, President, changed your
mind about delaying diplomatie
relations for future generations?

Sadat: As I have said before, the
nature of peace la one of the impor-
tant pointa that {s on the agenda for
the two committees and for the
plenary sesslon after that, Let me
tell you this — It Is now not more
than 35 or 40 days alnce my visit to
Jerusalem. Everything haa chang-
ed. Everything has changed since
that visit took place, I quite agree
with those who say that the world
after the Jerusalem visit Is com-
pletely different to the world hefore
the wisit.

Q: Beven years ago the U.8, and
China started ping-pong diplomacy.
Will you open the horders to allow
sportamen of both aldes, oven at this
stage, and In that way to allow peo-
ple to know each other and play
together? The Egyptlan football
team — which 1I'm told {a better than
Israel's — could play the Israel
team.

dadat; It s not yet ripe. But for
sure we shall be continuing our dis-
cussions In our meetings. As you
have heard, there will be & com-
mittee here and a committee there
and gradually we shall be In a posl-
tlon to reach agreement upon all
what you are proposing here.

Begin: Untll the day the proaident
agreos to exchange aportamen on
both slden, do something to
atrengthon our football team
(langhter}, (The questioner wans
phllanthroplst Able Nathan,)

Q: Mr. Prosident, In view of the
disagreement on the Palestinians,
can an interim accord be reached
between Egypl and Isracl?

Sadat: The differencea should be
overcome In the committees, It la a
fact.

Q: You are not secking an alter.
native to peace?

Badat: As I have already stated
bofore the Knesset, this time we are
not elther for a dlsengagement
agreement or a partial Agreement —
trylng to reach some atages and then
postponing other steps after that.
No, This time we are for peace,
Genuine peace, Comprehenalve
settlement.

Begin: May 1 add, Mrs. Zemer
(Hanna Zemer, editor of “Davar'),
the presldent and I agreed that there
la no alternatlve to peace.

Badat: Right.

Q: How do you explain the abrupt
change from years of enmity and
diatrust to friendliness and trust?

Badat: Tt is not abrupt, It must
have been in the subconsecioua of all
of us and when I made my step, In
my calculation, really, 1T knew my
people would agree to It. But I never
thought that they will go to this ex.
tent. It Ia & natural feeling and there
Is no fear at all. There will be no
revival of anything that has happen.
ed in the past.

Q: Mr. Preaident, Mr, Begin, have
You reached the stage where mutual
troop reductions in the Sinal are
possible?

Sadat: Let us hope that In & few
weeks we shall be In a position to
report. '

Begin: Yes. Yes, We hope aso.
When peace comes on, both ecoun-
tries, all countries, in the Middie
East will be able to reduce thelr
military forces and expenditure
which s eating up our substance and
rather devote our sources and
resources to the liquidation of pover-
ty, development of agriculture and
Industry. This is our common alm,

Q: I wan asking about troop reduc-
tlon at this stage,

Begin: We do hope for the
posatbillty of reducing troopa from
all aides.

Q! On what moral grounds, Mr.

Begln, are you depying the
Palestinlans, the West Bank and
Gaza thelr right to melf-

determination? And ¥you, Mr. Pres{-
dent, on what moral grounds can you
negotiate about the future of the
Palestiniana without a eingle
Palestinlan representative present?

Begin: One correction, my friend,
I belong to the Palestinlan people
too. Because I am a Palestinian Jew
and there are Palestinian Araba,
But, of course, we want to live In
human dlgnity, In lberty, justice
and equality of rights, Theretore, I
brought the president a proposal of
self-rule for the first time In the
history of the Palestinian Arabs,
Now we have established a political
committes, We stated our positions
clearly and the polition] committee
will continue the dincussion of this
very scrious pr.blem,

Badat: What we are disousning
really In within the Arab strategy
that waa agreed upon In the Arab
summlit conferénce. But In the
detnlls I shall not negotiate for the
Palestinlane, Bo they should take
their share. But in this Arab
Btratégy, what T am doing really Is
that I am not sapeaking for myself but
for this strategy in It principles. But
I shell not put mysell ag a
spokesman for them or speak for
them. They should join in the next
Atage.

Q: Is Israel's demand for a
military presence in the Weat Bank a
major stumbling block?

Sadat: I do not want te reveal what
we have already discussed In the
proposnls that have been made by



Prime Miniater Begin, He has shown
his will to end the mllitary govern-
ment on the West Bank. But we
differ upon the {ssue, as I have told
ou, of a Palestinian state on the
est Bank and the Gaza Strip. That
means self-determination.

Q: Did you discusa the future of the
Golan Helghta?

Badat: I cannot speak for 8yria or
the Golan:Helghtas, aa I told you, now
we are concerned with the maln
principles In the Arab strategy. And
whenever we reach agreement upon
those polnts between us In the com-
mittees, in the political and military
committees, after that evervone
should negotiate for himself.

Begin: I do want to express the
hope that President (Hafez) Aasad
{of 8yria) will join our common ef-
fort. We wint a comprehenalve
peace treaty, We want peace with all
our nefghbours to the south, to the
north and to the east and when Preal-
dent Assad agrees to negotlate with
us, we will be willlng to negotiate
with him. This |s a problem of the
northern border of Iarael and the
eommon bhorder of Israel and 8yria.

Q: I am an Egyptian journallst
and I want to ask Mr, Begin In hia
language,

Begin: You want Lo apeak to me In
Hebrew? 1 understand Hebrew
{laughter).

Q: (In Hebrew) Mr. Prime
Minlster, I want to agk you If the In-
itiatlve of President Badat brought
about profound changes in your
thinking and outlook, and also how
you see the future of Israel and the
Middle East after peace.

Begin: (In Hebrew) Firatly, I want
ta tell you, you speak better Hebrew
than I do. (In English, addressing
Badat) I want you to know he speaks
better Hebrew than I do (laughter).
Congratulations. No, I want to
answer, I thank you for your gues-
tlon. (In Hebrew) I want to say that
the viait of Presldent Badat to
Jerusalem was a visit of historle
significance, for the whole Israell
people, for the whole Egyptian peo:
ple, tor all the peoples, and we ap-
preciate It, Bince the visit we have
worked well on a peace plan, and I
brought thia peace plan before the
preaident, and we explained it In
detall yeaterday in the joint meeting,
when we were alone, and when the
two delegations met,

The_tuture of Iarael after peace s
achieved, as in the case of E -1
have no doubt, it will be glorious and
that peace will be achleved between
the peoples, the Middle East will
develop, and as his majesty, the
King of Moroceo has sald, it can
become a sort of paradise on earth,
Thia Is the cradle of human clviliza-
tion and from here came the tidings
of peace and progresa. Therefore, I
Wan Very h‘l’l;!"' to hear your ques-
tion and that ls my anawer. Now I
ahall translate Into English with a
Hebrew aocent, (Begin then
translated his remarks In English),

Q: Now that you have ralsed the
level of the talks, how do you see the
role of the U.B.? Wil you be inviting
Bocrotary of Binte Vance to take part
in wome of your talks and is there a
role for the Boviet Union?

Badnt: I foronee for the U.B. and
the UN In the polition]l eommitise
(Innudible) but the mllitary com-

‘mittee will be bllateral, as for the

U.8., it will be In the politioal com-
mitten without the Boviet Unlon. Wa
didn't exeludn tham. Thay excluded
themaelvea, Well, we have no objoe-
tion from our side,

Q: Mr, Proaident, will you oall an
Arab summit, and will the other par-
tles be |nvited to the Calro con-
forence when the level ls upgraded?

Badat: Untll we reach In aom-
mittee agreement on the main issuca
and mainly the Palestinian Issue, on
which we have differed — untll we
reach this point, as it is part of our
Arab strategy, I shall not be In a
position to ask for an Arab summit
meeting. But whenever we reach
thim, I think that after that, I shall be
In a ponition to discuss with my Arah
colleaguea the possibility of a sum-
mit.

Q: Do you feel that Mr. Begin's
proposala contain sufficlent con-
cessions to have justified your trip to
Jerusalem?

Bndat: Well, we have agreed on
certain points, We have made
progress on the withdrawal. We have
differed among us on certain pointa,
namely the Palestinlan question.
These proposals that have been
made by Premier Begin will be put
before the committee, political or
milltary, and' other counter-
propogals will be submitted to these
committees, and untll we reach
them we think that the momentum
that we have given to the peace
process (8 continuing. ;

Q: What do you think of Begin's
proposals?

Sadat; Well, as I have told you, we
have polnts of difference and points
of agreement.

Q: Can you be more specific on
what progress was made on Sinai?
And does thls mean forelgn
ministers exclusively In the Cairo
confercnce?

Badat: I have stated before that in
the politienl committee there will be
the forelgn ministers, and in the
military committee there will be the
defence ministers, For the first part
that you have asked, I have heard
the proposals Premler Begin told us
about and we are preparing our
counter-proposal in the military
committee, But really what con-
cerns us In this respect ls a com-

rehensive settlement. This Is not
he 8inal that is the problem now,
because as I told you, afier peace,
after a genuine peace in the area,
regarding Sinal, this is a side |ssue
and, of course, in a comprehensive
settlement it will be part of it. And as
1 told you, I prefer not to reveal
anything, and leave the military

committee to work on the detalls and
discuss proposals and counter-
proposals untll we reach agreement.
Q: Mr, President, what about the
PLO? Don't you feel the Paleatinians
have the right to choose thelr
representatives? What role do you
think the PLO should play in the
peace-making process?

Sadrt: T have stated before the
Knesset that the Paleatinians should
be a part of this settlement because,
a8 I aald, the Palestinian queation ia
the core of the whole problem. The
PLO {5 now In the refection camp. 1
sent them an Invitation and they
refused and excluded themselves.
Well, 1 didn't exchide them, For the
future, lel us walt for whal will
develop

Q: Mr. President, 1a It still your
position that Tasrael must withdraw
from all occupled fand, Ineluding
BEast Jerusalem?

Sadat: That's right.

Q: When you speak of progress on
the gquestion of withdrawal, may I
ask Mr. Begin how he interprets that
progress?

Begin: Well, Resolution 242 does
not commlit Tsrael Lo total
withdrawal, and therefore this
matter is a matier for negotiation, to
estahlish those secure and recogniz-
ed boundaries which are mentioned
In the second paregraph of Resoly-
tion 242, And this Is the crux of olr
problem — to negotiate the con-
ditlons of peace In order {6 establiah
peace throughout the Middle East,
This is what we are golng to do In the
next few weeks and months.

Q7 Will 8yria eventually join the
talks, and what would be the effect?

Sndat: [ ean't answer this. You
should ask President Assad. I can't
speak for him, as 1 told you,
Whenever they find it convenlent for
them to join, we shall weleome them,
_Q: Will the Cairo conference
reconvens simultaneously with the
two ministerinl committeea? Or
alternately?

Sadat; It has alwaya been my poal-
tion that without good preparation,
Geneva will be a fallure. 1 said this
during my visit last April in the 11.8.
I made my firast proposal for a work-
Ing group under Vance to start con-
tacting all the parties concerned and
& meeting to be prepared before
Geneva,

Q@: But what about simultaneous
meetings of the two committees?

Sadat: They will be working in the
context of the Calro conference, and
as I maid, they will report to the
plenary.

Q: Does this mesn the Calro con-
ference will eontinue on the foreign
minister level, that Mr. Vance and
Mr. Waldhelm will come here?

Badat; Let us hope so. But for sure,
we ghall not go back. We are going
forward,

Q: But the political committee Ia
meeting in Jeruaalem. Does thia
mean that Mr. Vance and Mr.



Waldheim will alao be In Jerusalem?

Sadat: Well, we shall leave this to
them.

Q: Mr. Begin, do you accept the
principle of nen-acquisition of
térritory by force and are you golng
to apply It to a comprehensive
guitlement?

Begin: Yea, we are for B com-
prehensive settlement and 1 accept
the principle establlshed under law
attesting that there mustn't be any
acquisition of territory in the wake of
a war of aggresalon. The war of the
8ix Days was a war of legitimate
self-defence, and the president told

me yesterday, yes, he does
remember the slogans {ssued In
thoae days to throw the Israelis into
the aea, and so we defended
ourselves in accordance with inter-

national law and practice., Thank
you.
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EXCERPTS FROM AN INTERVIEW WITH PRIME MINISTER BEGIN ON
"FACE THE NATION," cBs, 18 DECEMBER 1977.

George Herman: ...Has President Carter supported or endorsed in any way your proposals?
Has he put the US Govermment behind your proposals?

Prime Minister Begin: 1 found good will and understanding by President Carter, who has
contributed decisively to those dramatic events which now make peace possible in the Middle
East. I did not ask for any commitment by the President. What I was interested in, as in
what I believe President Sadat is interested, was the good will of the US. That we got.
Therefore, if 1 came here a hopeful man, I'm leaving a happy man.

Herman: If I understand your first answer, you came here to explain your proposal to the
Pregident.

Bagin: That's true. And I think we had very fruitful, very constructive talks. The main
question raised concerned what is going to happen with the Palestinian Arabs. 1 cannot gqo
into details of our discussions, because the first man to hear from me now will be President
Sadat. But I can say that our proposal entails the possibility, for the first time in his-
tary, of the Palestinian Arabs having self-rule and the Palestinian Jews security. Both are
vital.

William Beecher: Can you tell us whether President Carter asked you to reconsider any of

your basic proposals before they are presented to President Sadat?

Begin: He did not. 1 can say that he considers the proposals which I brought to him a fair
basis for negotiation to achieve peace.

Marvin Kalb: Does he support them, Sir?

Begin: Well, if he says they are a fair basis, there is some support for them. And I think
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this is the position now of both the President and the Secretary of State, Mr. Vance, who
yesterday made a public statement to this effect, saying that my proposals are constructive
and conducive to peace,

Herman: Didn't they also say that additional steps would be necessary, that this doesn't
go all the way?

Begin: MNo, Additional steps were mentioned because we are now at the time of very deli-
cate negotiations. We have actually started negotiations directly face-to-face. There are
very complicated problems to solve. Therefore, the American endorsement could not be com-
plete, of course. There will be many problems. For instance, we want a comprehensive

peace settlement. We never initiated, we do not initiate today, a separate peace agreement
~~*th Egypt. We want peace agreements and treaties with all our neighbours, to the north, to
tne south and to the east. For the time being, Jordan has not joined our effort, and Syria
aven opposes that effort. We believe that they will come in. But 1t is a very serious
problem. These are the additional steps to be undertaken.

Kalb: Could you tell us, Sir, what does autonomous self-rule mean?

Begin: 1t means what it says - self-rule. In other words, the people will have the possi-
bility to conduct their own affairs through their own elected men.

Herman: Even if they elect Yasser Arafat?

Begin: Well, I don't think they will elect particularly that man. But, of course, no neg-

iations between Israel and the so-called PLO can take place... Of course, we cannot know
whom they are going to elect. But 1 do believe that those who have a completely negative
attitude, a destructive attitude, will not be elected. 1 don't think they will be candi-
dates.

Beecher: If something like thie formula should be negotiated, would you exelude the possi-
bility that, after years of Israel and the residents of the West Bank living harmoniously

together, a eeparate nation would emerge there?

Begin: No, on the contrary. [ think we shall live together in Judaea and Samaria and in
the Gaza district. This is our striving all the time.

Beecher: But would you see this arrangement in perpetuity, with the poesibility of a nation



emerging there?

Begin: There can always be a review. But I wouldn't 1ike to go into detail, because, as
I said, the first man to hear from me should be President Sadat.

Herman: Have you had any divect or indirect eomtact with President Sadat recently?

Begin: We have permanent contact through the American Ambassador. I sent President Sadat
a message before I left for Washington, informing him about my journey to the US and about
the talks to take place between President Carter and myself. Nothing was done behind his
back. He knows perfectly well what is going on, and then, I will be going to Egypt to meet
with President Sadat in order to inform him about the contents of our talks in Washington,
and also, of course, bringing our ideas concerning the peace-making process.

Herman: Have you contacted any other Arab govermments, either indirectly or directly?
Begin: No.

Kalb: Is there a differvence, 3ir, between your concept of an autonomous region on the

West Bank and a homeland such as President Carter suggested many monthe ago?

Begin:  MAnybody can choose his own language. I prefer to say "autonomy," in Greek; trans-
lated into English it is "self-rule" - a very good translation. But why should you call it
"West Bank?" The West Bank is the whole territory from the Jordan River to the Mediterran-
ean. I think the proper language is Judaea and Samaria.

Kalb: Does self-rule also mean self-determination?
Begin: 1 think one can say they are synonymous.

Beecher: Mr. Begin, when you're in Egypt, talking to President Sadat, do you think that
there'll be some agreement that will actually come out of your brief visit there on this

next trip?

Begin: 1 hope so. And I have a suggestion to make to President Sadat. This I can publish
in advance. If President Carter should invite President Sadat and myself to come to Wash-
ington, than we shall be in a circle of friendship and faith - a Christian President, a
Moslem leader and a Jewish Prime Minister - and we can announce to the world Pax Vobiscum,
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Shalom Aleichem, Salem Aleicum - all of which mean "Peace unto you." I think it will be
quite an event in the annals of Mankind, in our generation.

Kalb: Is the peace that you speak of a peace for all the Middle East?
Begin: Yes, Sir. This is our striving.

Kalb: And would you seek a declaration of principles that would be applied in the nego-
tiations between Israel-Egypt, Israel-Syria, lsrgel-Jordan?

Begin: That will be part of the negotiation with the President of Egypt, because the Pres-

ident wants, of course, to have a peace treaty on the basis of bilateral relations between
jypt and Israel. But he also told me that he represents the Arab cause, and that he would

like to see a solution to the problem of the Palestinian Arabs. I'm going to propose such

a solution to him. And then we shall negotiate. If, as Il said, we reach an agreement, then

let us announce it to the world.

Herman: One of the crucial emotional issues in this whole question seems to me to be the
question of East Jerusalem. When President Sadat spoke before the Knesset, he talked about
Jerusalem as an open city. When I questioned him on "Face the Nation" a few weeks ago, I
gaid: "How about Fast Jerusalem?" And as you may know, he said: "For sure, under Arab con-
trol." Now, if he feels so strongly about it, and if the Saudi Arabians feel so strongly
about the Arab holy places in East Jerusalem, what is your concept of what will eventually
happen to East Jerusalem?

Begin: MWould you accept the principle that I feel strongly about Jerusalem?
Hermgm: Certainly. That's why I'm asking you.

Begin: Well, Jerusalem is and has been, the capital city not only of our State, but of
the Jewish People for three thousand years, since the days of King David.

Herman: And a major stumbling bloek to peace, perhaps?

Begin: MNo, no; it's not going to be a stumbling block at all. On the contrary, it is the
city of peace. As I said in the presence of President Sadat, London is a city, Raris is a
city., Cairo is a city. They are not going to be divided; why should Jerusalem be divided?
Nobody in his senses would suggest that barbed wire should again divide this city into two
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parts. Jerusalem is one city, the capital city of our State and of our People, with com-
pletely free access to all the holy shrines of every religion, Moslem, Jewish and Chris-
tian, as President Sadat himself learned when he visited Jerusalem. He went to the el-Agsa
Mosque to pray with complete freedom, and then he went to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.
And he saw how there was completely free access to all the holy shrines. That had not been
the case for nineteen years under Jordanian rule. We, for instance, the Jews, could not go
to the Western Wall of our Temple, destroyed by the Romans, For nineteen years, we could
not go to that holy shrine to pray. MNow, everybody can go to his holy shrine. We will,
perhaps, have a proposal about self-rule of the religious representatives of their holy
shrines, and that is a very positive and constructive solution for everybody concerned,

Beecher: Let's pursue the security issue. We understand your desive that any and all peace
agreements stand on their owm feet, without dependence on outside guarantees, assurances or
commitments. Have you, on this recent trip, discussed with President Carter the possibil-
ity of a mutual security treaty with the United States?

Begin: MNo, we didn't discuss it at all. About guarantees, I would like to say that, in

the whole world, there is no guarantee that can guarantee an international guarantee. We
have the experience of Czechoslovakia in 1938, the tripartite declaration regarding the
Middle East which never prevented any war, a declaration that the international community
will never tolerate the closing of the Tiran Straits. Again they were closed; nobody moved.
We had to fight not only for the freedom of navigation, but for our survival. Therefore,

we do not rely on guarantees; we do. not ask for guarantees. We can sustain our own indepen-
dence, and we shall,

The question of a security pact between the US and Israel is a question to be dealt with as
sovereign states should do, without connection with the peace-making process. If the US
should find it necessary or possible to suggest a cecurity pact between itself and Israel,
we shall be very willing to consider it.

Herman: In thie new mood of negotiation, thie new momentum towards peace, is everything neg-

otiable with other countries, for example, the Golan Heights with Syria?

Begin: We always said that everything is negotiable, except the destruction of Israel.
Everything is negotiable,

Beecher: I'm trying to get some notion of an outside role once you will have succeeded in

negotiating peace agreemente with yowr neighbours. Do you see the poseibility, the useful-
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ness, of American and Fussian monmitors in demilitarized sones - whether in the Sinai, on
the Golan Heights or the West Bank?

Begin: There are now Americans in Sinai, as you knos. There are no Russians. I don't

think we would Tike to have them. either President Sadat or myself, either the People of

Egypt or the People of Israel. We have some experience with the Russians. MWhenever they
come, it's not so easy to ask them to leave. And there is now an international problem.

We would not like to have the Russians in our region at all.

Kalb: Could you tell us, Sir, whether your policy is etill to encourage Jewish settle-
mente on the West Bank, even within the framework of self-rule?

Begin: 1 don't have to encourage them. There are settlements. It's the perfect right of
the Jewish People to settle in Judaea and Samaria, and it will be the right of the Arabs in
Judaea and Samaria to settle in Israel. There will be symmetrical justice. Everybody will
be free to settle. There will be free movement.

Kalb: But supposing within a framewerk of an autonomous regiom, homeland, whatever it is
to be called, the leadership of the Palestimian Arabs says "We don't want Jewish settle-
mente?"

Begin: Well, why shouldn't Jews and Arabs live together all over the country? We have

Arabs in Jaffa, in Haifa, in Lydda, in Ramla. And there may be Jews in any place in Judaea

and Samaria. These are the tenets of cooperation, of 1iving together. 1 think everybody
11 understand it. I don't think it will ever be a problem.

Herman: Mr. Prime Minister, how do you evaluate the role of the Cairo meeting?
Begin: Well, I think it is a very useful conference. Our friends met with their Egyptian
counterparts. They were received, by the way, with the warmest hospitality possible. This,

too, is part of the peace-making process: coming together, liquidating prejudice, seeing
each other, seeing that we can live together, work together and make peace together,

11€/432/December 1977.
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Q1: IN A SPEECH BEFORE THE KNESSET, FPRESIDENT SADAT MADE IT
CLEAR THAT HE DOES NOT AFPROVE OF ISREBELI ANNEXATION OF
JERUSALEM, IN YOUR REPLY, PRIME MINISTER BEGIN, YOU POINTED
OUT THAT THERE IS5 NOW FREE ACCESS AND TRAVEL TO THE HOLY
PLACES, BY MEMBERS OF FAITHS, INCLUDING MOSLEMS AND CHRISTEANS,
DOES THET MEAN THAT ISRAEL DOES NOT CONSIDER THE STATUS OF
JERUSALEM NEGOTIATABLE, AND DOES THAT MEAN THAT YOU HAVE NO
INTENTION OF RELINQUISHING YOUR SOEEREIGNTY OF WHAT WAS
FORMERLLY ARAB JERUSALEM?

A 18 WHAT IS ARAB JERUSALEM? THERE IS ONLY ONE JERUSALEM, AND
IN THIS CITY THERE LIVE JEWS AND ARABS, THE INVASION AND
THE ILLEGAL OCCUPATNON BY JORDAN OF A PART OF THE CITY,
DID IN FACT CUT THE CITY IN TWO, ESTABLISHING AN UNNATURAL
BARRIER BETWEEN ITS TWO SECTIONS., HAPPILY THIS BARRIER WAS REMEN
REMOVED IN 1967 AND THE UNITY OF THE CITY RESTORED, WE DO
NOT INTEND TO RELINQUISH THE CITY WHICH WAS ALWAYS BEEN
NOT ONLY THE CAPITAL OF OUR STATE, BUT THE CAPITEL OF OUR
PEOPLE, EVEN WHEN WE HAD NOT YET REGAINED OUR STATE,

THE PLACE OF JERUSALEM IN THE HISTORY AND CULTURE OF THE
JEWISH PEOPLE IS UNIQUE. PERHL&'S_,' HECAUSE U;“;hELE;:E OoF
THAA—— HAD Mo

UTTER IDENTIFICATION WITH JERUSALEM, WE ALONE HAVE HEEN
DIFFIC UL T o INHILITION 'r?’}L.T' L r_m_ Pa,,r\_J u\‘ ngum e .r‘uiLl-lJ:‘

\ %

"

oF Q1 SHUHS pREELY TO COME AND WORSHIP IN THIBR HOLY PLACES IN THE
N\ CITY.
Q 2t COULD YOU TELL ME HOWEVER, WHAT YOUR STAND WOULD BE
REGARDING WITHDRAVAL FROM SIMJA (INCLUDING SHAREM EL SHEIK)
AND THE GOLAN HEIGHTS AND WOULD YOU CONSIDER AN ARRANGEMENT
WHEREBY YOU WOULD WITHDRAW COMPLETELY FROM THE WEST BANK,
EXCEPT FOR JERUBALEM, AND RETURN IT TO JORDAN WITH THE
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Q2 cont:
UNDERSTANDING THAT PALESTINIAN ARABS ALREADY LIVING THERE

WOULD HAVE SOME MEASURE OF INTERNAL AUTONOMY, AND DO YOU FEEL ¥
THAT FOR THE SECURITY OF ISRAEL IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT ISRAELI
SETTLEMENTS SHOULD BE MAINTAINED ON THE WEST BANK AND IN
GAZA?

THE TERLITORIAL
A 2: THESE ARE [QUESTIONS THAT ARE PROPER TO THE NEGOTIATING

PROCESS AND WILL NO DOUBT BE DISCUSSED BY US AND BY Re¥EF,
T HE AR =TATES. IS TORA 1ISAAEL L SETILEMENTS 1y TUDERA AND v IHAF
FRFTE A0, AledT To e<Thblicat THEND Ik pR<S LT p BARED AU SErudiTY
cERTAINLY RLEQUIRES THAT Ve ESTARLIS K THEr

Q 3 YOU HAVE GONE ON RECORD RECENTLY AS SAYING THAT YOU WILL
HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THE "NAZI PLO"™ IN NEGOTIATIONS
OF A POSSIBLE PALESTINIAN STATE. HOW DO YOU SEE A POSSIBLE
SOLUTION FOR THE WEST BANK ANDDTHE GAZA STRIP THAT MIGHT
SATISFY THE ARAB STATES?

A 3: WE WILL NOT NEGOTIATE WITH THE SO-CALLED PLO ABOUT
ANYTHING WHATSOEVER.,

*#%%% ADDITTION TO QHEIXXEBN ANSWER No. 2

YOU DON'T REALLY EXPECT ME TO TELL YQH}’WHAT WE INTEND

e

TO SAY (IN ADVANCE) DURING NEGOTIATIONS.,

Q 4: DOES THE RECENT DISCOVERY OF OIL IN SINIA COMFLICATE
THE WHOLE PROBLEM OP SETTLENG THE SINIA ISSUE?

A 4: I IMAGINE THAT OIL IN ANY PART OF THE MIDDLE EAST ADDS
A DIMENSION TO ITS PROBLEMS, PERHAPS THIS WILL BE THE
CASE IN SINIA AS WELL,



Q 5:

A 5t

Q 6

Q 7:

AT:

lilill.llﬂi"l/s

SHOULD NO OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES WANT TO TAKE RART IN THE
SADAT-CALLED DISCUSSIONS IN CAIRO, WOULD YOU BE WILLING
TO NEGOTIATE YOUR PROBLEMS WITH EGYPT ON A BI-LATERAL
BASIS, IF EGYPT WOULD BE WILLING TO DO SO?

WE ARE ENTERING THESE NEGOTIATIONS IN A FULL REALIZATION
INTEA. ARAR
OF m}\x?mm.ms WHICH PRESIDENT SADAT HAS TO FACE. WE, KRE
FOR OUR PART, ARE NOT INTERESTED IN DRIVING A WEDGE BETWEEN
THE ARAB STATES, OR IHDEED, IN ADDING TO PRESIDENT SADAT'S
o) WO LsE Uiz
DIFFICULTIES, HE\r‘I‘-IDPEYTﬂ BE ABLE TO NEGOTIATE OUR BULATERAL

PROBLEMS WITH EGYFT.

IF OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES WILL NOT TKKE PART, DO YOU BELIEVE
THAT SADAT HAS ANY AUTHORITY TO CARRY THE BALL FOR ANY
OTHER ARAB STATES, ATVLEAST IN THESE PRELIMINARY STAGES?

AS TO PRESIDENT SADAT'S AUTHORITY TO CARRY THE BALL FOR
THE OTHER ARAB STATES, IT WOULD BE PRESUMPTUOUS OF ME AT
THIS STAGE, EVEN TO OFFER AN OPINION,

_I’!.‘ SEEH_LS THAT SADAT'S MISSIONT®O JERUSALEM SEEMS TO HAVE
%}SWIET INFLUENCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST, IF ONLY
BY BYPASSING THE GENEVA CONFERENCE WHERE RUSSIA WOULD
BE CO=-CHAIRMAN, DO YOU AGREE WITH THIS OBSERVATION AND
IP 50, DO YOU REGARD THIS AS DANGEROUS TO A POSSIBLE

FUTURE PERCE SETTLEMENT IN THE AREA, OR ASSA PLUS?

THIS IS A REASONABLE OBSERVATION, WE HAVE NOT HIDDEN OUR
VIEW THAT WE REGARD SOVIET INFLUENCE IN OUR AREA AS HIGHLY
UNDESIRBABLE AND EVEN DANGEROUS,
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Q 8: BY THE SAME TOKEN THE SADAT-BEGIN INITIATIVES SEEM TO
HAVE REDUCED THE ROLE OF THE U,S. TO THAT OF JUST AN
"HONEST BROKER", WHICH IS MAYBE WHAT IT SHOULD BE, WHAT
DO YOU BHINK SHOULD BE THE FUTURE ROLE OF TRE U.S. IN
ANY SETTLEMENT PROCESS?

A 8: WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY CALLED ON THE ARAB STATES TP
AGREE TO FACE TO FACE NEGOTIATIONS, THOUGH WE HAVE
ALWAYS WELCOEED THE GOOD OFFICES OF THE U.S., WE HAVE
NEVER DEPARTED FROM OUR STATED DESIRE THAT THESE GOOD
OFFICES SHOULD NOT DEVELOP INTO EXTERNALLY DEVISED
SOLUTIONS FOR OUR PROBLEMS, WE WERE GRATIFIED THAT
THIS ATTITUDE WAS ENDORSED IN THE 1976 DEMOCRATIC PARTY
ELECTION PLATFORM, I THINK THAT ANSWERS HE THE QUESTION,

Q9 : N IT SEEMS OBVIOUS THAT GENEVA NEW IS NOW A LONGER WAY
OFF THAN EVER. DO YOU SEE A SERIES OF BI-LATERAL
CONFERENCES BETWEEN ISRAEL AND OTHER ARAB STATES TO
SOLUE YOUR MUTUAL PROBLEMS? OR DO YOU STILL THINK OF
GENEVA AS NECESSARY, AND IF S0, WHEN DO YOU EXPECT IT
TO TAKE PLACE?

A 91 THESE QUESTIONS ARE SO SPECULATIVE TO START WITH THAT
IT DOES NOT SEEM TO ME, AT THIS POINT OF TIME, THAT A
REALLY ENLIGHTENING ANSWER CAN BE GIVEN TO ANY OF THEM,

Q 10: WHAT WERE YOUR IMPRESSIONS OF PRESIDENT SADAT AS A
MAN AND AS A STATESMAN,

A 103 PRESIDENT SADAT UNDOUBTABLY HAS HIS INTERNAL PROBLEMS
AND I WOULD CERTAINLY NOT WISH TO CAUSE HIM ANY EMBARASSMENT,
HE DID SAY HOWEVER, "I AM INVITING YOU TO SINIA", I
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A 10 cont: I ANSWERED: "TO WHERE?" HE REPEATED: "TO SINIA", TO
WHICH I ANSWERED: "TO SINAI, MR. PRESIDENT, I WILL
INVITE YOU!l"™




fg-zm._.al\ e R l'rf“- II';} o R WY jl;Lu Eiit'ﬁa - hl& P

QUESTION :

ANSWER:

2
N L r\ o L\. ]

SINCE THE U.S., SUBSIDIZES THE STATE OF ISRAEL WITH
22BILLION DOLLARS ANNUALLY IN ECONOMIC AND MILITARY
AID, WHY DOES ISRAEL QUESTION THE DEPTH OF THE U.S.
COMMITTMENT TO ISRAEL'S SURVIVAL?

IT IS NOT ASSA COMMITMENT TO ISRAEL'S SURVIVAL THAT
WE REAGARD AMERICAN AID, RESPONSIBILITY FOR SURVIVAL
CAN AND MUST AND WILL BE BORNE BY ISRAEL ALONE,

AMERICAN AIDEIS DESIGNED TO HELP ENSURE ISRAEL'S
SECURITY AND PROGRESS, ISRAEL IS NOT THE ONLY STATE
IN THE WORLD THAT ENJOYS U.S,AID, IT IS GENERALLY
ACCEPYED THAT THROUGH ITS FOREIGN AID, THE US IS
GIVING EXPRESSION TO A COMMON INTEREST. WE BELIEVE
THIS TO BE TRUE OF AID TO ISRAEL. WE BELIEVE THAT A
STRONG ISRAEL IS A COMMON INTEREST, MOREOVER, AID IS
NOT ONE WAY, ISRAEL, WITHIN HER MEANS, HAS PROVIDED
AID TO THE U,S, AS WELL, WE ARE DEEPLY APPRECEATIVE
AND GRATEFUL FOR THE MASSIVE AID AND SUPPORT OF THE
UeSs, BUT WE DO NOT BELIEEE THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT
EXPECTS US TO PAY FOR IT BY ENDANGERING THE VERY
SECURITY IT IS DESIGNED TO FURTHER.

WHY NOT ACCEPT U.S. GUARENTEES OF PROTECTION IN EXCHANGE
FOR CONCESSIONS CONCERNING TERRITORIES TAKEN BY ISRAEL
IN THE 1967 WAR?

WE CERTAINLY CANNOT AGREE TO SURRENDER THE ELEMENTARY
RIGHT - NOR ABANDON THE ELEMENTARY DUTY - OP ANY
GOVERNMENT TO BECIDE WHAT IS THE CORREET POLICY TO
ENSURE THE SECURITY OF ITS PEOPBE, THIS IS INDEED AN
INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTED AXIOM INSISTED ON BY EVERY
RESFONSIBLE GOVERNMENT. ALL THE MORE SO IN THE LIGHT OF
THE PITIFUL HISTORY OF GUARENTEES IN THE WORLD.
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Q.2 cont}

Q 3:

At

Q 4:

Az
Al

Q 5:

ESPECIALLY DOES THIS APPLY WHEN WHAT IS SUGGESTED IS THAT
ISRAEL SHOULD LET NOT ONLY HER SECURITY BUT HER VERY
EXISTANCE, DEPEND BOT ON HER OWN FORCES, NOT ON HER OWN
DEFENCE CALCULATIONS, BUT ON THE GOODWILL AND EFFICIENCY

OF OUTSIDE POWERS y== AND THAT, AT SOME DATE IN THE FUTURE,
ISRAEL IS ASKED TO WITHDRAW OUT OF TERRIBORYES MILES WIDE
AT ITS MOST POPULATED POINTS, AND THUS TO EXPOSE HER WHOLE
POPULATION TO PERMANENT HARASSINE IF NOT WORSE, THERE ARE
NO GUARENTEES IN THE WORLD THAT CAN PREVENT THIS. MOREOVER
ISRAEL HAS SUFFERED IN THE PAST, PERHAPS MORE THAN ANY OTH_..
PEOFLE, FROM BROKEN AND INEFFECTIVE GUARENTEES, OR THE BREACH
OF AGREEMENTS

CAN ISRBEL REALLY AFFORD TO GO IT ALONE IN THE MIDDLE EAST?

ONE HOPES THAT WE SHALL NOT HAVE TO "GO IT ALONE", BY WHICH

I PRESUME YOU MEAN BEAT OFF ARAB AGGRESSION WITHOUT ANY AID
FROM ANYBODY., IT WOULD IMPLY A GROTESQUE DEGENERATION OF BOTH
MORALITY, OR BELF- INTEREST, AND OF POLITICAL UNDERSTANDIN

IN THE WORLD IF THIS WERE TO HAPPEN, BUT THIS IS ONE
HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION THAT OUGHT TO BR ANSWERED, IF WE WERE
TO BE ATTACKED AND ABANDONED BY OUR FRIENDS = WE WOULD NOT
ACCEPT THE ROLE OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA (OF SURRENDER) IN 1938.

WE WOULD FIGHT, FOR THE THREST TO US WOULD BE ONE OF
ELIMINATION,

HOW DOESYOU EVALUATE THE POLICIES OF PRESIDENT CARTER IN
COMPARISON TO THOSE OF OTHER U,S., PRESIDENTS? DO YOU REGARD
CARTER AS A POTENTIAL EMEMY OF ISRAEL?

I

I BELIEVE PRESIDE®T CARTER IS A FRIEND OF ISREAL,. WE DIFFER
ON POLICIES, AND WE HAVE SO FAR, IN EFFECT, AGREED TO DIFFEE.

WHY WOULD THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PALESTINIAN STATE ON THE



Q 5:

A

Q 6¢

PLO

Al

Q 7:

Az

Q 8:

Az

Q 9:

WHY WOULD THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PALESTINIAN STATE ON THE
JORDAN'S WEST BANK NECESSARILY MEAN THE DESTRUCTION OF
ISRAEL?

I RECOMMEND YOU READ THE CHARTER OF THE SO-CALLED FLO
WHOSE CENTRAL AND REPEATED THEME IS THE DESTRUCTION OF THE
STATE OF ISRBEL.,

ARE YOU UNCONDITIONALLY UNWILLING TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE
PLO == ANYWHERE, ANY TIME, ON ANY ISSUE?

THE PLO IS AN ORGANIZATION OF MURDERERS ,4ND ISRAEL WILL
NOT NEGOTIATE WITH THEM.

DO YOU BELIEVE MEANINGFUL COMPROMISE IS POSSIBLE BETWEEN
ISRAELIS AND MILITANT PALESTINIANS? IF SO, DO YOU CONSIDER
YOURSELF THE ISRAELI LEADER MOST LIKELY TO ACHIEVE SUCH A
COMPROMISE?

NO,.

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE YOU CAN ACCOMPLISH THAT PREVIOUS PRIME
MINISTERS COULD NOT?

I AM HOPEFUL OF MY GOVERNMENT ACHIEVING PEACE WITH THE
ARAB STATES.

TO WHAT EXTENT IS THE PRECARIOSS STATE OF YOUR HEALTH LIKBELY
TO INTERFERE WITH YOUR PERFORMANCEAS PRIME MINISTER? HAVE
THE PRESSURES OF OFFICE CONTRIBUTED MATERIALLY TO YOUR HEALTH
PROBLEMS? HAVE YOUR DOCTORS ADVISED YOU THAT IT WOULD BE
DANGEROUS FOR YOU TO CONTINUE IN OFFICE?
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Q 10:

At

IF MY STATE OF HEALTH WERE TO INTERFERE WITH MY PERFORMANCE
AS PRIME MINISTER, I WOULD NOT STAY IN OFFICE, MY MEDICAL
ADVISORS HAVE NOT SUGGESTED THAT THE STATE OF MY HEALTH IS
ANY MORE PRECARIOUS THAW THAT OF ANYBODY ELSE,

YOU HAVE SAID YOU DESPISE THE PLO AS MURDERERS AND
TERRORISTS, HOW DO YOU RECONSILE THIS CRITIBISM WITH YOUR
OWN ROLE IN THE DEIR YASSIN ,ASSACRE IN WHICH 250 ARABS
WERE KILLED, WOMEN AND CHILDREN AMONG THEM,.

I WROTE THE STORY OF WHAT HAPPENED AT DEIR YASSIN IN MY
BOOK THE REVOLT 26 YEARS AGO., THE TRUTH ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED

THERE HAS ALSO BEEN PUBLISHED IN STATEMENTS BY THE ISRAELI
FOREIGN OFFICE AND IN SUBSEQUENT WORKS OF RESEARCH, THE EHARBE
CHARGES MADE AGAINST THE IRGUN AT DEIR YASSIN WERE BABELESS,
IT IS SIMPLY UNTRUE THAT THERE WAS A MASSACRE AT DEIR YASST™,
REPEATED REPITIOTON OF UNTRUTHS DOES NOT MAKE THENRVRVE,
FURTHERMORE, I CONTINUE TO BE SHOCKED AT THE WAY
IN WHICH PEOPLE IN DEMOCRATIC COUNTRIES IGNORE THE VERY
SIMPLE FACT THAT THE IRGUN AND ITS SPOKESMAN HAVE REPEATEDLY
DENIED THE ACCUSATIONS MADE AGAINST THEM, AND HAVE DENOUNCED
THE PERVAYORS OF THE $TORY AS MALICICUS., THE IRGUN CASE HAS
BEEN CODNSISTENTLY IGNORED, I ONCE AGAIN REGECT THE STORY AS
SLANPER. ITS BASELESSNESS, AND INDEED ABSURDITY IS ONLY
EMPHASISED BY THE REFERENCE TO MV "OWN ROLE"™ IN THE MASSACRE.
AFTER ALL, WHATEVER ELSE MAY BE IMAGINED ABOUT DEIR YASSIN,
I WAS NOT AT DEIR YASSIN, AND PLAYED NO PERSONAL ROLE THERE,
I WAS RESPONSIBLE, AS COMMANDER OF THE IRGUN, FOR ALL ITS
ACTIUNSIES, THE ATTEMPT TO COMPARE THE ACTIVITIES OF THE
IRGUN WITH THE PLO MURDERERS IS OBSCURE, THE IRGUN FOUGHT
A WAR OF LIBERATION AGAINST OVERWHELMING MILITARY ODDS,



A 10 cont:
THE PLO CONDUCTS A WAR AGAINST CIVILIANS DELIBERATELY

AND EXCLUSIVELY. CHILDREN HAVE BEEN THEIR SPECIAL
TARGETS,. THEY BOAST OF THEIR EXPLOITS IN KILLING
CIVILIANS, AND == AGAIN —— THEY DECLARE THEIR PDLITICAL
AIM TO BE THE DESTRUCTION OF ISREBEL, I CANNOT THINK OF
ANY ORGANIZATION TO WHICH THEY CAN BE COMPARED EXCEPT
THE NAZI MURDERERS.

Q 11: WE HAVE BEEN TOLD YOU SHUN NORMAL SECURITY PRECAUTION
IF THIS IS TRUE, WHY?

A 113 I DO NOT SHUN NORMAL SECURITY FRECAUTIONS, I DO FIND
THEM UNACCEFTABLE, I DON'T LIKE BEING SURROUNDED OR
FOLLOWED PUBLICALLY BY SECURITY PEOPLE, BUT I RECOGNIZE
THAT HWESE DAYS NATIONAL LEADERS HAVE TO TAKE RRECAUTIONS

Q122 IN THE PAST, YOU HAVE BEEN EXTREMELY CRITICAL OF MAN
ISRAELI STATESMEN-- INCLUDING FOR EXAMPLE, DAVID BEN-
GURION,

A 122 OF COURSE I WAS EXTREMELY CRITICAL OF SOME ISRAELI

STATESMEN, INCLUDING BEN-GURION., I HAPPENED TO DISAGREE
WITH THEIR POLICIES, AND OFPPOSED THEM POLITICALLY AS
HARD AS I COULD,

Q 13z ARE THERE ANY POLITIVAL FIGURES ON THE INTERNATIONAL SCI
PAST OR PRESENT, WHOM YOU DEEPLY RESPECT? WHO? WHY?

A 13: OF COURSE THERE ARE POLITICAL FIGURES ON THE
INTERNATIONAL SCENE WHOM I RESPECT, IF I WERE A WRITER,
I WOULD PERHAPS WRITE A BOOK OF FROFILES, FROM A PRIBE
MINISTER IT WOULD BE INVIDIOUS TO SINGLE OUT ANYBODY,.



Q 14

A 14

Q 153

A 152

Q 1612

A 161

Q 17t

LA AR RN RN SRR N NE N T

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE CHANCES ARE THAT ANOTHER WAR WILL BE
FOUGHT IN THE MIDDLE EAST IN THE FORSEEABLE FUTURE?

I AM HOPEFUL THAT THERE WILL NOT BE FURTHER WARS IN THE
MIDDLE EAST.

CAN SUCH A WAR BE AVOIDED IF CONCESSIONS ARE NOT MADE TO
THE ARABS IN GENERAAR, AND THE PALEATINIANS IN PARTICULAR?

THE CONDITION FOR AVOIDING WAR IS THAT THE ARABS SHOULD BE
CONVINSED THAT THEY CANNOT DESTROY ISRAEL, AS TO WHETHER
ISRAEL MUST MAKE CONCESSIONS =~ AND IF SO, WHICH CONCESSIONS,
THESE ARE PRBPER SUBJECTS FOR THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR A PEACE
TREATY WHICH WE HOPE WILL TAKE PLACE,

DO YOU CONSIDER YASSAR ARAFAT A MODERATE IN COMPARISON TO,
SAY, GEORGE HABASH? IF SO WOULDN'T IT MAKE SENSE TO DEAL WITH
ARAFAT RATHER THAN WITHAA MORE INTEMPERATE PALESTINIAN
SPOKESMALI?

I HAVE NO OPINION ON THE SUBJECT, BOTH ARE MURDERERS. THE
ARTIFICIAL CLASSIFICATION OF "MODERATES" AND OTHERS, IS JUST
NONSENSICAL,

AFTER THE HOLOCAUST, DO YOU THINK IT WILL BE POSSIBLE FOR YOU
TO FEEL TRULY AT PEACE? DO YOU FEBEL AN EMOTIONAL RELEASE
WHILE FIGHTING FOR THE CREATION OF ISREAL? ==I.E, RETURNING

VIOLENCE FOR VIOLENCE FOR VIOLENCE?

A 173

THE HOLOCAUST DESTROYED SIX MILLION OF OUR PEOPLE, BUT AFTER
THE JOLOCAUST IN EUROPE, WE ARE $WILL THE ONE PEOPLE IN THE
WORLD WHO ARE OPENLY THREATENED WITH FHYSICAL ELIMINATION,
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A 17 cont:
THIS IS A FACT OF LIFE, WE SHALL FEEL AT PEACE WHEN WE FEEL

NORMALLY SECURE - THAT IS LIKE ANY OTHER PEOPLE.

Q 182 TC WHAT EXTENT ARE YOU WILLING TO ACCEFPT THE OPINIONS OF
CRITICS WHO D@D NOT EXPERIENCE THE FULL HORROR OF THE
HOLOCAUST, AND WHOSE FEELINGS AND CENVICTIONS WERE NOT
FORGED IN THE RHMEX KNOWLEDGE OF IT?

A 182 FIRST, I DID NOT PERSONALLY EXPERIENCE THE FULL HORROR OF TH™
HOLOCAUS®, AND I BELIEVE THE LESSONS OF THE HODOCAUST SHOULD
BE TAKEN TO HEART NOT ONLY BY ITS VI@TIMS, SECOND, I BELIEEE
EVERYBODY HAS A RIGHT TO HIS OPINIONS, AND I HAVE ALWAYS
TREATED THEM WITH RESPECT, PROVIDED THEY WERE BASED ON A R
REASONABLE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FACTS, I WOULD SUGGEST HOWEVER,

THAT FOR ANYBODY TO BE TREATED SERIOUSLY AS A CRITIC OF OUR'
POLICY, IT IS NOT MUCH OF A RECOMMENDATION THAT HE IGNORES |
THE MONSTROUS IMPLICATIONS OF THE FACT THAT IN THE MIDDLE

OF WHE TWENTIETH CENTURY, AN OSTENSIBLY CIVILIZED NATION

IN EWEEHEART OF EUROPE, FOUND IT POSSIBLE TO ADOPT A POLICY

OF WIPING OUT AN ENTIRE PEOPLE, AND TO IMPLEMENT THIS POLICY
VITH CONSIDERABLE SUCCESS, AND THAT HE NOW APPARENTLY IGNORES
A RENEWED THREAT OF THE EXTINCTION OF A PEOPLE.

Q 19: DO YOU CONPIDER YOURSELF INTRANSIGENT?

A 192 INTRANSIGENT? — NONSENSE, I MERELY TRY TO AVDID BEING
BRAINWASHED INTO GIVING UP THE VITAL SECURITY NEEDS OF MY
PEQPLE, AND TO BE PATIENT WITH IGNORANT AND SELF INTERESTED
PEOPLE WHO THINK THEY KNOW BETTER, I PREEER TO BE CALLED
INTRANSIGENT NOW, RATHER THAN TO HAVE MY COUNTRY THE SUBJECT
OF POST MORTEMS, (LIKE THE CZECHS IN 1939),



Q. 2032

WHAT DO YOU REGARD AS YOUR GREATEST VICES? YOUR VIRTUE3? HOW
DO YOU WISH TO BE REMEMBERED? WHAT DO YOU ANTICIFPATE WIL BE
YOUR PLACE IN HISTORY?
A 203 I DO NOT INDULGE IN THIS SORT OF SPECUBATION, LET OTHERS
DECIDE,

Q 213

HOW CAN YOU RECONCILE JEWISH SETTLEMENTS IN THE OCCUFPIED
LANDS? DO YOU NOT UNDERSTAND HOW PROVOCATIVE THEY ARE TO THE
ARABS ARD TO THE REST OF THE WORLD? ARE YOU PREPARED TO

ABANDCN THESE PERMANENT SETTEBEMENTS IF A PEACE TREATY SHOULD
RECOMMEND IT?
A 218

ESTABLISHING JEWISH SETTLEMENTS IN THE TERRITORY OCCUFIED

IN THE SIX DAY WAR - A POLICY FORMED BY ALL PREVIOUS ISRAELI
GOVERNMENTS -~ ID PERFECTLY LEGAL, AND IS NO MORE PROVOCATIVE
OF THE ARABS THAN OUR RRESENCE ANYWHERE IN HBE LAND OF ISRAEL.

BEFRRE THE LANDS WERE "OCCUPIED"~ WE HAD TO BEAT OFF ARAB ATTACK:
ON OUR VERY EXISTANCE, ADDITIONALLY - EVERY SETTLEMENT WE

ESTABLISH, BE BELIERE REDUCES THE THREAT OF WAR, ALSO — IT

S0 HAPPENS THAT THE AREAS RECENTLY INVOLVED ARE PART OF OUR
NATIONAL PATRIMONY AND OUR RIGHT TO IT IS ENTRENCHED IN

INTERNATIONAL LAW., WE SHALL DO OUR BEST TO EXPLAIN THESE

FACTS IN THE WORLD AT LARGE WHEREAA GOOD DEAL OF BRAINWASHING
HAS BEEN IN PROGRESS, I RECOMMEND THE VERY EXCELLENT

FRESENTATION ON THE SUBJECT MADE BY ISRAELI AMBASSADOR HERTZOG
IN THE UNITED NATIONS DEBATE., OUR PEACE TREATIES WITH THE

ARAB STATES WILL BE DETERMINED IN NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN US AND
THE ARAB STATES,.



Q 22:

A 223

Q 23:

A 233

littlltt!llii/g

THERE IS TALK IN WASHINGTON OF ANOTHER MIDDLE EAST WAR WITHIN
18 MONTHS IF THE PRESENT TENSION CONTINUES AND GENEVA
CONFERENCE DOES NOT TAKE PLACE, WHAT DO YOU EHINK OF THIS
VIEW?

THERE ARE INNUMEBRABLE HYPOTHETICAL QUESTIONS BEGINNING
WITH “IF".

PRESS REPORT HERE SAY THAT ISRAEL, EGYPT AND SYRIA HAVE
CIVILIANS WORKING IN CONCERT TO COMBAT TERRORISM. TRUE?
WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT IT?

I IMAGINE THERE ARE MANY SUCH RUMOURS FLOATING AROUND.
THEY ARE GRIST TO THE NEWSFAPERS' MILL.
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TRANSCRIPT OF JOINT PRESS CONFERENCE
GIVEN BY PRESIDENT SADAT AND PRIME MINISTER BEGIN
AT THE JERUSALEM THEATRE, 21 NOVEMBER 1977,
INCLUDING THE AGREED COMMUNIQUE ISSUED UPON THE CONCLUSION
OF PRESIDENT SADAT'S VISIT TO ISRAEL

Prime Minister Begin: With the permission of the President, our noble guest, I will read
to you, ladies and gentlemen, the text of the agreed communique issued at the conclusion
of the visit to our country of President Sadat:

"In pesponse to the sincere and courageous move by President Sadat, and
believing in the need to continue the dialogue along the lines proposed by
both sides during their exchanges and the presentation of their pogitions

in the historic meeting in Jerusalem, and in order to enhance the prospect

of a fruitful consummation of this significant vieit, the Govermment of Israel,
expresaing the will of the people of Ierael, proposes that this hopeful step
be further pursued through dialogue between the two countries concerned, there-
by paving the way towards successful negotiations, leading to the aigning of
peace treaties in Geneva with all the neighbouring Arab states.”

Thank you for your attention, ladies and gentlemen.

Question:  Mr. Prime Miniater, have you received an imvitation to ge te Cairo and, if so,
when will you go?

Mr. Begin: We discussed this issue, with complete candour. 1 think that President Sadat
would 1ike to reciprocate. I would like to see Cairo, but I do understand the reasons
why, at this stage, such an invitation was not issued. I would like to say, I do hope to
visit Cairo, Mr. President.

Question: In addition to agreeing, in principle, that the dialogue between the two cowi-
tries will continue, did the two of you, during the course of President Sadat's visit,
work out speeifie, practical details for the continuation of this dialogue, even before
the Geneva Pesace Conmference?

Mr. Sadat: Well, for sure, we had a big survey of all the problems that we are facing.
We gave great importance to the convening of the Geneva Conference, but not more than
this; the time was so short.
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Question: I would also like Prime Minister Begin to respond to that question. How do
you continue a dialogue without an Israeli Ambassador in Cairvo and an Egyptian Ambassader

in Jerusalem? How will you do it, practieally?

Mr. Begin: The establishment of diplomatic relations usually goes together with the sign-
ing of peace treaties. In fact, sometimes the establishment of diplomatic relations does
precede the signing of a peace treaty, as was the case between the Soviet Union and Japan,
when, in Moscow, in October 1956, they signed a peace declaration which, though not a
peace treaty, included the establishment of diplomatic relations. But, in our case, 1
suppose it will be logical to have diplomatic relations established as an integral part of
the peace treaty which, in God's good time, we hope to sign.

Question:  Mr. President, why aren't you inviting the Prime Minister of Israel to visit

Cairo at this stage?

Mr. Sadat: Well, after I was invited here by the Prime Minister, and after 1 addressed
the Knesset and the Israeli people through the Knesset, the Prime Minister has the full
right to come and address our Parliament in Cairo, For certain reasons that we discussed
together, we have found that we should postpone this issue for the future.

Mr. Begin: Mr. Kital, you heard from the President that I have a right, and we have only
postponed the exercise of this right.

Question: Mr. Prime Minister, in view of the political and physiecal risks that the Pres-
tdent of Egypt took by coming to lsrael, do you feel that you have gone far enough in giv=-
ing him something that he can take back home?

Mr. Begin: We appreciate very much the courage of the President, in his decision to come
from Cairo to Jerusalem. We did our best to make his stay enjoyable. I think he enjoyed
his stay, and we had a frank discussion, both in public, from the rostrum of the Knesset,
our Parliament, and in private. It is not a matter of a kind of compensation. What we
wanted to achieve during this visit was to make sure that we started a serious direct dia-
logue about the ways to establish peace in the Middle East - not only between Egypt and
Israel, but also between Israel and all the other neighbouring countries. I think we can
say that we made progress on this issue, and the key word is "continuation." We agreed
that we are going to continue our dialogue and, ultimately, out of it will come peace.

Question: Mr. President, my name ig Abie Nathan. I am from The VYoice of Peace - the
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peace ship that sailed into the Suez Canal, thanke to your permission, early this year.

My question to you, eir, is: How did you get the idea, and who were the leadere around the
world who encouraged you to take this bold initiative for peace, to help to bring our
peaples together? And, when can I hope to come with an leraeli football team to Catro to

play againet the Cairp eleven?

Mr. Sadat: Well, for the first part of the question - about this initiative and if I have
already discussed it with any other leader - my answer is this: It started before I began

my last trip to Romania, Iran and Saudi Arabia. I didn't discuss it with anyone except my
Foreign Minister and, for sure, our Security Council in Egypt. The whole situation needed
action, the peace process needed momentum again, and these are the motives behind this in-
itiative.

Question: A common key question to President Sadat and Prime Minister Begin: After so
marny CEJHUE-‘.]‘“Sﬂt]':GHE, did you really reach an agreement en the meaning of the word "secwrity"
concerning Ierael and the neighbouring countries? The second queetion is directed to Pres-
ident Sadat: Arab hospitality is very well known all over the world. Did you feel a littie
bit embarrassed about the faet that you had to postpone the invitation of Mr. Begin to

Caira?
Mr. Begin: I am not embarrassed.

Mr. Sadat: Well, the first question about security - with the Premier and with the various
parties in the Knesset today., we agreed upon the principle. Upon security we agree. But,
on the meaning of security, we differ. 1 think that, through Geneva, we can reach an
agreement, and let us hope that what I have said already today in the Knesset - let us hope
that the two slogans that I want everyone to say are: "lLet us have no war after October”
and "Let us agree upon security.” I think those are the main issues.

For the second question, on hospitality - very sly - either I am an Arab and hospitable or
not. No, as I said before, we have discussed this, Premier Begin and myself, and we have
agreed together to postpone it for the time being.

Mr. Begin: I would like to add one remark. 1 would say to the questioner and to all of
you, ladies and gentlemen, that.during the visit of President Sadat to our country and to
Jerusalem, a momentous agreement has been achieved, already, namely: No more war, no more
bloodshed, no more attacks, and collaboration in order to avoid any event which might iead
to such tragic developments. When | addressed the Egyptian people directly, I said: Let
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us give a silent oath, one to another: No more war, no more bloodshed, no more threats.
May I say that that mutual pledge was given in Jerusalem, and we are very grateful to
President Sadat that he said so from the rostrum of the Knesset, personally to me, and to-
day also to my colleagues in Parliament, both the supporters and the opponents of the gov-
ernment. It is a great moral achievement for our nations, for the Middle East and, in-
deed, for the whole world.

Question: Mr. Prime Minister, according to the joint commmique, it is understood that
the dialogue is going to be resumed. How ie it going to be resumed, where, and will there
be any place for the Palestinians to participate in this dialogue, now or later on in the

Geneva Conference?
Mr. Begin: In the Geneva Conference the proper representation of Palestinian Arabs will

take place. We agree om it. As far as the places in which the dialogue will continue,
believe me, President Sadat and I know some geography.

Question: Mv. President, as you prepare to leave Israel, do you have a message for the

people of Israel, with whom you are, after all, still at war?
Mr. Sadat: If I may say anything through you to the people of Israel, I must say this:

That I am really deeply grateful for the very warm welcome and the marvelous sentiments
that they have shown to me. ;

Question: Mr. President, I am Shmuel Segev from Ma'ariv. The Israeli govermment has al-
lowed many Egyptian journmalists to come and eover your visit. WLl you now be prepared to
open the doors of Egypt for Israeli jowrnalists?

Mr. Sadat: When Mr. Begin visits us, for sure you will be coming.

Question:  Not before?

Mr. Begin: Mr. Segev, "L'Hitra'ot B'Kahir." ("See you in Cairo.")

Question: I have two questions. First, after all your talks, are you now both con-
vinced of the sincerity of the desirve for peace of each of you? The second question: Did

Yyou fiz a date for the reconvening of the Geneva Conference?

Mr. Sadat: For the first question - yes. For the second question, we shall be working



= AL

in the very near future for the reconvening of the Geneva Conference.

Mr. Begin: For the first question - yes, and we shall together work for the reconvening
of the Geneva Conference.

Question:  Mr. President, what psychological and what substantive progress have you made
in Israel on your viait?

Mr. Sadat: Well, maybe you have heard me say before, that one of the main motives behind
this visit to Israel was to give the peace process new momentum and to get rid of the psy-
chological barrier that, in my opinion, was more than 70 percent of the whole conflict,
the other 30 percent being substance. For the substance, as I told you, we have made a
very big survey, but the time is too short to have progress in this way.

Mr. Begin: The time was so short that I think that, before I go to Cairo, I will have to
invite President Sadat to Jerusalem for a second time.

Question: I have two questione for President Sadat. The firet: After your meeting with
the delegation of the Armed Services Committee of the US House of Representatives, lou

were quoted as saying: "The Scviet Union will for sure make difficulties for me and I am
making my calculations so that this attitude should not create any obstacles at Geneva."

Mr. Pregident, wae the Soviet Union, in the eircumstances, blocking the road to Geneva?

Mr. Sadat: You must have heard of the communique that was issued by the Soviet Union and
the United States for the convening of the Geneva Conference. What I told the committee
you mentioned is this: That my relations with the Soviets are strained and it appears

that whatever 1 do doesn't go to their 1iking at all. For instance, the visit here also,
in their comments, doesn't go to their liking at all. I fear that the same attitude
could be adopted in Geneva, and they are one of the co-sponsors. But, in the same answer,
I said that, whenever the parties concerned reach an agreement, no-one, neither a big

power nor a small power, can prevent us from fulfilling it, as much as we have agreed
upon it.

Question: Bgypt agreed to a joint venture with the black-listed US Ford Motor Company.
Mr. Mohammed Mabruk, head of the Arab Boycott of Israel, attacked the Govermment of Egypt.

Don't you think, Mr. Preaident, that the time has come to put an end to the boycott?

Mr. Sadat: Well, I have an idea on this. | consider all these to be side issues. Let
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us try to solve the main issue, then all the side issues, automatically, will be solved,

Question: Mn. President, I thought it was significant that you went out o] your way
this morming to eongratulate Mw. Peves on hie speech. You called it constructive. Could

you tell us what, preeisely, in M. Pereg' speech you found eorgtructive?
o . 4 2 b J

Mr. Sadat: 1 said that, and I said it in spite of the fact that we differ on several
issues; don't forget that. I said: "...in spite of the fact that we differ on several
issues,” but his speech was stil]l constructive.

Question:  You repeated several times in the Knesset thie morming that, whatevep happensg
again between Egypt and ferael, the solutioms must be sought not through war. Does this
repeated statement cancel your previous repeated statements in Egupt that, if you cannot
get back the territories by diplomatic means, you will get them back by force of war?

Mr. Sadat: For sure, I must tell you quite frankly that I am issuing this after I made
my visit here and at the same time when we are preparing for Geneva. Well, after we had
this new momentum and this new spirit, let us agree that, whatever happens between us, we
should solve it together through talks rather than going to war. Because, as I told you,
really, I was very deeply touched when I saw the children, the Israeli children, hailing
me here; the Israeli women. Really, I was very touched, and the same thing happens in
Egypt also. Maybe you know that my people now are 100 percent behind me. They don't
want any war. They want that we settle our differences on the table. But, mark this. I
also said in the Knesset, and on this I differed with Premier Begin - he considered this
35 a condition - I said that the issue of the withdrawal from the occupied territories
should not even be put on the table, except for the details of it, not as a principle.

We differ on this. But when I made my statement, this is behind it. I mean this wil] be
automatically, in Geneva, negotiated and decided.

Question: Mr. President, have you diseussed today with the West Bank personalities the
political future of the Weet Bank, and do you think they should participate in Geneva?
When are you going to visit Kimg Khalid?

Mr. Sadat: Well, for the first Question, I received them. They were very kind to come
and apologize for those who are abusing me in the outside world, from their patriots. 1
was very happy and elated when I prayed yesterday in Al Agsa, and I met with our Arab
citizens. I was very happy and elated regarding their representation. I should not say
anything about this because the Palestinians should decide this for themselves,
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About the visit to Saudi Arabia - whenever there is any issue, there are very close con-
tacts together, and whenever there is any need to discuss anything, 1 may go at any time,
or King Khalid may come to Cairo at any time. We do not have protocols and so on between
us.

Question: Mr. President, now that you are more acquainted with the facts of the Nazi
Holocaust, do you have a better ingight into Israel's determination to maintain approp-
riate security positions against the extremist elements that are openly committed to the

destyuction of the Jewish state?
Mr. Sadat: Could you repeat the question?
Question: 4z above.

Mr. Sadat: As you have heard me saying just now, security is one of the two main issues
0r two main Slogans that should be raised now. [ quite agree. [ quite understand the
point of view of security for the Israelis but, on the other hand, it shouldn't be
through any compromise on land, because that would mean expansion. And, in my opinion,
we shall discuss this thoroughly afterwards. A few kilometres here, or a few kilometres
there, will not provide security. The intention is what provides security.

Question: Mr. President, you have faced very strong attacks from much of the vest of
the Arab world for your visit here. You've even been faced with the threat of assassind-

tion for what you have done. What do you say to these people?

Mr. Sadat: [ shall not be saying anything to those people. 1 think I shall be telling
my people in Egypt what has happened here. 1 shall be giving a speech before the Parlia-
ment a few days after my arrival. 1 need not answer all those who have attacked me. Let
me remind you that, after the disengagement agreement, for one continual year | was much
more vehemently attacked than 1 am now.

Question: I have a queetion for both Prime Minister Begin and for Presgident Sadut, and
the premise is the same for both questions. Since there ave 93 other Avab countries,
with millions and millions of miles and plenty of money, and aince Israel's territory is
go small, by comparison, and eince, as President Sadat just said, some of this land was
not aequired by what he termed expansion, but was actually acquived by defensive wanr, af-
ter it wee started, does Premier Begin believe that any of this land should be given up,

in piew of the biblizal thjunmstion not to surrender one inch of land acquired with the
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And my question to President Sadat, would a larger demilitarised Sinai with joint devel-
opment of the oil resources or the other resources of the area and with economic develop-
ment and eooperation required to help his battered economy - wouldn't this and touriem
be better for Egypt and for Israel than giving up any of the land; or is vanity to win
territory more important?

Mr. Sadat: Two words only for my answer - our land is sacred.

Mr. Begin: My friend, if you asked me a gquestion about security...
Question: No, the question was about territory, not about security.
Mr. Begin: Will you please allow me to reply?

Question: 0.k.

Mr. Begin: Thank you for your permission. I will explain now what security is to us:
The Tives of every man, woman and child. This is what national security means to us.

We have long experience: In one generation we lost a third of our people and, in this
country, 11 times we have had to defend ourselves against repeated attempts to destroy
us. With such an experience we will care for our people, for our women and children, as
I said yesterday in Parliament. 1 think that we have almost a complete national consen-
sus - with the exception of one party, the Communist Party, which is completely subser-
vient to Moscow. This is the consensus by the overwhelming majority of our Parliament,
whether in coalition or in opposition, and this is going to be our attitude during nego-
tiations. Of course, I can respect a statement as was made just now by President Sadat:
"Our Tand is sacred," and, because I respect it, I can say now: "Our land is sacred."

Question: Mr. Prime Minister, do you note a certain lack of symmetry in the fact that
Pregident Sadat is erossing a politieal canal and exposing himself to risks vis & vis his
own pecple, while you stayed within the relative safety of Israeli official concept? In
other words, while Pregident Sadat came to Jerusalem and addressed himself to us, you

came to Jerusalem and addressed yourself to us. Is thie symmetry?

Mr. Begin: As I told you, my friend, I am ready to go to Cairo any day. And then, if
to accept your statement, I will take that risk. So, if taking risks is a problem, both
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of us, I suppose, are prepared to take risks.

Question:  Yesterday, in his speech, President Sadat spoke about the Palestinian problem
being the eruc of the Mid-East conflict. Israel, in his view, would have nothing to fear
tf a new state were established. No peace can be established without solving the prob-
Lem. * I should like to ask the Frime Minister, why did you not relate by so much as a
word to what Mp. Sadat had to say?

Mr. Begin: 1 did, but I spoke in Hebrew. And I must correct you as I do always. Pal-
estine is the name of a country, and in this country there are two nationalities. There
are Palestinian Jews and Palestinian Arabs. When you say Palestinians, you do not ex-
plain the problem at issue. We do recognize the Arab nationality in our country, and
therefore I always say: "Please, the question of the Palestinian Arabs." And in Hebrew

I say "Ha-ba'ayah shel Araviyei Eretz-Yisrael," because in Hebrew, the name of this coun-
try is Eretz-Yisrael. Since the book of Samuel, and President Sadat knows the Bible per-
fectly well, no less than the Koran - so he knows the book of Samuel as well - where it
1s written for the first time: "And no locksmith shall be found throughout Eretz-Yisrael."
The translation of Eretz Yisrael is Palestine. I spoke about the Arabs of Eretz Yisrael
or, in other words, about Palestinian Arabs, It is an issue, and we have proposals to
solve this issue.

Question:  Mr. President, do you have any plans to meet with President Assad and per-

suade him maybe to join you?

Mr. Sadat: From time to time we do meet in the Arab world. I was asked in Damascus, be-
fore I came here, whether President Assad tried to put pressure on me not to complete
this visit. 1 told them that no-one put pressure on the other. This is our way .

Question: The faet that you have come on this visit, i8 it really a breakthrough towards

Peace?

Mr. Sadat: We have always been speaking about and, indeed, the most important thing to-

day is that we should go to Geneva. And that is what we have been talking about - going
to Geneva.

Question: I come from Australia, which last week was a much shorter visit than yours
from Caire. May I ask you, since you have been here in the last 24 hours, do you feel

eloser to reconciling the just rights and needs of the Ieraeli pecple and the just
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rights and needs of the Palestinians?

Mr. Sadat: I am sure that the progress that we started through my visit here will enable
us to solve all the problems. For example, we consider that there is an urgent problem
of security. I also consider that the Palestinian state is very important. In spite of
our difference upon this issue, we can decide in Geneva on all these. If you ask me
whether I am optimistic or pessimistic, I can tell you, I am optimistic.

Mr. Begin: Ladies and Gentlemen, it will take another two hours until President Sadat
will be on his way to his country, to Cairo. May I now sum up this momentous visit. It
s indeed a momentous visit. We are formally in a state of war, our two countries. As
far as I can remember, I do not know of a precedent that the leader of a country that
finds itself in a state of war with another country paid such a visit to that country,
and was received with so much warmth and sincerity. The reaction was positive in the

government, in Parliament, but, first and foremost, among our people.

We drove, President Sadat and I, several times together. We have seen our people in the
streets, in the thousands - men, women and 1ittle children - all of them greeting the
President, taking him to their hearts. The children waved both flags, the Egyptian
flag and the Israeli flag., I wish, with your permission, Mr. President, to express the
hope that the day is not too far when Egyptian children will wave the Israeli flag and

the Egyptian flag, This visit is a real success for both countries, and for the cause
~f peace.

And, as we both belijeve, the President and I, in Divine Providence, before the depart-
ure of the President and his party, we pray to the Almighty that he give all of us the
wisdom to continue in our efforts to bring peace to our nations - real peace - and so

to make sure that this region, with all the nations dwelling here, achieves peace, advan-
ces, and lives in liberty, in justice and in happiness. Thank you.

Mr. Sadat: Well, ladies and gentlemen, may | take this opportunity to thank Prime Min-
ister Begin, the Israeli people and President Katzir for the very warm welcome that was
accorded to me here. We are at a crucial moment. Let us hope, all of us, that we can
keep the momentum in Geneva. And may God guide the steps of Premier Begin and the
Knesset, because there is a great need for hard and drastic decisions. I already did my
share in my decision to come here, and I shall be really looking forward to those deci-
sions from Premier Begin and the Knesset.
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A1l my best wishes to my friend Premier Begin and his family, and all my deep gratitude
to the Israeli people, whose welcome 1 can never forget. Thank you.
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Jewry’s support vital

Begin: U.S.

By JUDY BIEGEL
Jerusalem Fost Reporter

Prime Minlster Menahem Begin
sald yesterday that in light of the far.
reaching Impact of Egyptian Preal.
dent Anwar Sadat's vialt to
Jerusalem, Israel needs more back-
ing from American Jewry than at
any time In the Btate's history,

Al & noontlme meeting with
Yehuda Hellman, the executive
director of the Conference of
Presidenta of Major American
Jewiah Organizationa, the prime
miniater stated that he was aware of
the historle significance of the com-
Ing visit, and that the eyes of the
world will be on Jerusalem ans never
before. Begin asked Hellman to
thank Rabbl Alexander Schindler,
the chalrman of the conference, for
his support slnce the new govern-
ment was formed and to continue to
mobllize organized U.8. Jewry
behind Israel,

Hellman told The Jerusalem Poat
after his discussions at the Prime
Minister's Office that the Egyptian
leader's vislt would be a “media
event," In which Begin and Sadat
would have to "battle to make the
best Impression” before world TV
viewers to galn support from world
opinion. "I have confidence,"” said

Hellman, '"“that Begin will be a
match for Badat.””

U.8. publle opinion, Hellman add-
ed, is formed largely between the
hours of 5 and 7 p.m, when the even-
Ing news programmes are aired and
TV commentators explain the newns,

According to the most recent polls,
about 27 to 30 per cent of the
Ameriean public are atrong sup-
portera of Israel and reasonably in-
formed about the Middle East.
Another seven per cent are atrong
supporters of the Arabs. The rest,
amserted Hellman, are the “ailent
majority who are either neutral on
the lsmue or leaning slightly to
Israel’'s position. This In-between
majority are largely ignorant of the
facts,"' Thelr opinion must be
cultivated every day, he added,

Israel's Information must come
from a single source, malintained
Hellman, Whether it is an Informa-
tion ministry, an adviser to the
premier or the Forelgn Ministry ia
up to Israsl. An information effort by
American Jewry must be Indepen-
dent And recognized as separate
from larasll propaganda.

"“There |5 & new role for American
Jews,'" he continued, The grass roota
can keep the pro-Israsl consensua
alive by constantly articulating sup-
port, by talking to frlends and

writing letters to opinion-mouigers
and decislon-makers — all the time
eéxplaining that support for Israel ia
good for America, Giving money ia
no longer enocugh, Hellman said.
Prominent Jews whose nameas carry
with them prestige and position —
“llke Milton Friedman, Arthur
Goldberg and Henry Kisainger, to
name a few' — nmhould be en-
couraged to volce these sentiments
as wall,

Prealdent Jimmy Carter has not
been trying to divide American
Jewry and set up his "‘own"’
presidentsa’ conferente, Hellman
aaid. "Carter is looking for Jews who
agree with his Middle East policy of
substantial withdrawals and will go
anywhere to find them, He doean't
Tm to aplit them — only to convinoe
them."

American Jewlah businesamen are
stlll In the dark about the im-
plicationa of Israel's new ec ile
policy. The Begin governme: ant
explain the NEP in real termes — how
to Invest and what they can gain by
dolng so. After this is done, Hellman
concluded, & '‘Jewish Common
Market'” can be formed in order to
facilitate Investment in Israel and
the purchase of blue-and-white
goods,
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE

v RXNANEST PPRESS b ELCH

PREDY BULLETIN

FOR YOUR RECORDS

TOAST BY THE PRIME MINISTER, MR, MENAHEM BEGIN,
AT DINNER TENDERED IN HONOUR OF U.S, SECRETARY
OF STATE CYRUS VANCE - KNESSET, 9 AUGUST 1977

R ——————— ettt Ll el
]

PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME COURT, YOUR EXCELLENCIES, MEMBERS OF THE
CABINET, OF THE KNESSET, THE COMMANDER OF OUR ARMY, CHIEF OF GENERAL
STAFF, MY FRIEND AND PREDECESSOR MR. RABIN AND MRS, RABIN, MY FRIEND
THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION PERES AND MRS. PERES, PROFESSOR YIGAEL
YADIN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

MR. SECRETARY, | WELCOME YOU DN BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT AND THE
PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, TO OUR LAND, TO ITS CAPITAL JERUSALEM, AND TO THE
KNESSET, THE CENTRE OF OUR DEMOCRACY IN WHICH RECENTLY CERTAIN
TOPOGRAPHICAL CHANGES TOOK PLACE. |T TOOK SOME TIME AND SOME
PATIENCE TOO, AND NOW WE CAN SAY THAT DEMOCRACY |5 A MATTER OF
GEOGR APHY AND TOPOGRAPHY, WE GREET YOU WITH ALL OUR

HEART,

| APOLOGIZE TO MRS, VANCE ON BEHALF OF MY WIFE THAT TONIGHT SHE
COULDN'T BE HERE BECAUSE OF HER ILLNESS AND SHE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO
ACCOMPANY YOU, OUR DEAR FRIEND MRS, VANCE, AS YOU AGREED WITH HER IN
WASHINGTON, BUT | KNOW THAT MRS, DAYAN |S A GRACIOUS HOSTESRS, | KNOW
IT OF MY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE, SO MRS, DAYAN AND YOU WILL GO TOGETHER
AND SEE THE COUNTRY. IT'S A FINE COUNTKY, WORTHWHILE TO SEE AND WE
ALWAYS SAY A SMALL COUNTRY BUT NEVER A DULL MOMENT,

MR, SECRETAARY, WE A<E GRATEFUL TO YOU THAT YOU UNDERTOOK THIS

JOURNEY TO THE MIDDLE EAST, THAT YOU MET THE AKAB RULERS AROUND,

YOU DID IT IN THE CAUSE AND IN THE SEKVICE OF PEACE TOGETHER WITH
YOUR COLLEAGUES, ASSOCIATES AND ADVISORS. IT |S NOT EASY, IT!S A
PHYSICAL AND INTELLECTUAL EFFORT AND THEFORE wc THANK YOU THAT YOU
UNDEXTOOK THIS JOURNEY. AFTER WE TALKED EARLIER IN THE EVENING |

CAN SAY WITH THE FULL KNOWLEDGE OF FACTS THAT THE SECRETARY OF STATE
CAN ALREADY NOTE A VERY.SERI0US, INDEED GREAT, ACHIEVEMENT IN THE
CAUSE OF PEACE, WE CONGRATULATE YOU ON THIS ACHIEVEMENT AND WE SHALL:
ALL CONTINUE TO FIND ANY ROAD, ANY AVENUE, ANY WAY TO PROMOTE PEACE.

WHEN ) WAS IN WASHINGTON AT THE INVITATION OF THE PRESIDENT " WE
BEROUGHT ON BEHALF OF OUR GOVERNMENT CERTAIN PROPOSALS TO FEED THE
MOMENTUM TOWARDS THE PEACE=MAKING PROCESS, | THINK IT WAS A POSITIVE
INITIATIVE AND WE WILL CONTINUE THINKING AGAIN AND AGAIN HOW TO
PROMOTE THE MOMENTUM TOWARDS THE PEACE=MAKING PROCESS. | THINK |

CONTo/ e
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PEr o 04 Dell P OoF EVLTY CITIZEN « OF EVEZY WOMAN AND MAN IN THIS
COUNTHLY = wHEN | SAY THAT WE YEASN AND PHAY FOR PEACE, IN THIS

ROOM, MR, SECRETARY, THERE ARE MEN WHO FOUGHT FO: THE L IBERATION

OF OUR PEOPLE, RISKED THEIR LIVES, LED ARMIES, WON VICTORIES. ON
BEHALF OF ALL THOSE MEN | AM ENTITLED AND IN DUTY BOUND TO SAY THAT
NOW WE HAVE ONE AMBITION: TO BRING PEACE TO OUit LAND, TO OUR.PEOPLE,
AND TO THE REGION IN WHICH WE LIVE = AND WE DO HOPE THAT PEACE

wiLL COME.

WE HAD EARLIER IN THE EVENING A VERY 500D, VERY HELPFUL DISCUSSION
AND MAY | SAY = | BELIEVE THE SECKRETARY WILL BEAX ME OUT = THE :
REALITY 1S NOT AS DARK AS THE PRESS WAS FOR THE LAST 24 HOURS, AND
| THINK WE SHALL MAKE PROGRESS, FOREIGN MINISTERS WILL VISIT YOUR
GREAT COUNTRY NEXT MONTH, YOU WlLL MEET WITH THEM AND THE MOMENTUM
WILL GO ON AND, OF COURSE, WE ALL HOPE THAT THE PEACE CONFERENCE IN
GENEVA WILL BE MADE POSSIELE WITH PROPER REPRESENTATION AND WE SHALL
START SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN | SRAEL AND THE ARAB COUNTRIES,
OUR NEIGHBORS, ABOUT CONCLUSION AND SIGNING OF PEACE TREATIES,

THERE (S ONE PROBLEM WHICH | WILL SHORTLY DWELL ON WHICH [S§ NOW OF
INTERNATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE AND INTEREST, IT IS MY DUTY TO RAISE 1T,
IN ORDER TO CLARIFY QUR ATTITUDE | WILL USE AN ALLEGORICAL STORY.
LET US ASSUME THAT (N A CERTAIN CORNER OF THE GLOBE THERE (S NOW A
COUNTRY CALLED THE HUNLAND, THE LAND OF THE HUN, AND THE BASIC
PHILOSOPHY OF ITs GOVERNMENT 1S A BOOK CALLED ''ME|IN KAMPF'! - T
MAY HAPPEN IN OUR TIME, WHAT WOULD WE DO, THE JEWISH STATE, THE
STATE OF ISRAEL? SURELY WE WOULD CALL UPON .ALL FREE NATIONS TO BE
WATCHFUL, TO HAVE NO HAPPORT WITH THAT HUNLAND BECAUSE WE ALL HAVE
THE EXPERIENCE, AdL MANKIND PAID THE PRICE. ALL NATIONS, BECAUSE OF
A BACIC MISTAKE MADE IN THE 19308, MADE THE MQST HOXRIBLE SACRIFICEs
TG GET RID OF THAT EVIiL. ADMITTEDLY WE PAID THE HIGHEST PRICE,

WHEN | USE THE WwWORD "ITERTIATED? ! | MEAN TO SAY THAT WE DO NOT ACCEPT
THE KNOWN TE=M OF f'DECIMATION, ! ! THE JEWISH PEOPLE WERE NOT .
DECIMATED, BECAUSE THAT TERM STEMS FR0M AN OLD CUSTOM IN THE ROMAN
LEGIONS, THAT WHEN A HREACH QF DISCIPLINE HAPPENED EVERY TENTH
LEGIONNA|RE WAS EXECUTED. OUR PEOFLE LOST EVERY THIRD OF |TS SONS 0OR
ITS DAUGHTERS AND THEREFORE WE MAY USE THE WO=<D - |T waAS TERTIATED.
IT IS PHANTASMAGORI|C = IT WOULD MEAN EIGHTEEN MILLION BRITONS WIFPED
OQUT OR NINETY MILLION RUSSIANS OR TWO HUNDRED CIGHTY MILLION

CHINCSE OR E|GHTY MILLION AMERICANS, THESE ARE ALL THOSE
FHANTASMAGORIC FIGURES WORKED OUT BY SCIENTISTS DEALING WITH THE
MEGATONS, BUT THE MEGATONS - ALTHOUGH PRODUCED = WILL NEVER BE USED,
WE HAVE TO LIVE WITH SUCH PHANTASMAGORIC FIGUAES AND IN OUR
GEN?HATiDN, AND FOR GENERATIONS TO COME. <0 WE ALL HAVE THE
EXPERIENCE AND THEREFORE WE woOulD CALL UPON ALL FREE NATIONS, ''BE
WATCHFUL.'' AND THEN PERHAPS =0ME WwOULD GIVE US THE ADVICE

"IDON'T TAKE IT SERIOUSLY, IT Iis NOT AS IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK, '!
I+ THAT HAPPENS WE woULD RESPECTFULLY SAY TO EVERYONE IN THE WORLD,
"TGENTLEMEN, FORGIVE US, BUT WE CANNOT ACCEPT THAT ADVICE, WE HEARD
IT FORTY YEARS AGO.'? DOMESTIC PROPAGANDA WRITTEN, THEY QDON'T

MEAN IT, DON'T BELIEVE THEM AND THEN WE KNOW WHAT HAFPENED., THEN
PERH&PS SOMEBODY WOULD SAY, ''THERE IS A CERTAIN RESOLUTION BY THE
SECURITY COUNCIL OF THE UNITED NATIONS = WE HEARD THAT THAT HUNLAND
IS READY TO ACCEPT THE RESOLUTION, "'  WHAT WOULD BE YOUR REACTION?

| HAVE NO DOUBT WE wOULD SAY, AGAIN, ''BUT WE HAVE 0UR EXPERIENCE, '!
NOBODY PAID ATTENTION TO WHAT WAS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK, IN THAT

| NFAMOUS BOOK,' EVERY WORD OF IT WAS BROUGHT INTO REALIZATION, AND
NOW THERE MAY BE SOME PEOPLE WHO LEASNED FROM M| STAKES |N HISTORY
HOW TO REPEAT THEM. OUR GENESATION WITH ITS EXPERIENCE SHOULD LEAAN
FROM MISTAKES |IN HISTORY HOW TO AVOID THEM,

CONT s 5
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NOW, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, PERHAPS SOME OF MY HONOURED L ISTENERS
TONIGHT MAY HAVE A SUSFICION THAT WHEN | SFOKE ABOJUT THE |MAGINED
HUNLAND AND ?'MEIN KAMPF'! ETC. | ACTUALLY MEANT THE QRGANIZATION
RNOWN AS P,L.0s | WOULD LIKE TO REASSURE THEM = | MEANT 1T,

AND NOW | WILL XEAD TO YOU A VERY SHORT DOCUMENT, ARTICLE ONE
"'FALESTINE 1S THE HOMELAND OF THE PALESTINIAN ARAB PEOPLE AND

AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE GREAT ARAB HOMELANG, AND THE FEOFLE OF
FALESTINE 1S A PART OF THE ARAB NATION.'' NO :00M FOX THE JEW,
PTJEWS WHO WERE LIVING FEAMANENTLY IN PALESTINE UNTIL THE

BEGINNING OF THE ZIONIST INVASION WILL BE CONSIDERED PALESTINIANS, 7!
(NOTE: THE PREMIER IS QUOTING ARTICLE 6 OF THE 1968 FALESTINIAN
NATIONAL CONVENTION,) 1IN OTHER WORDS, JEWS WHO LIVED PERMANENTLY

IN OUR LAND, CALLED BY FOREIGNERS PALESTINE, UNTIL THE BALFOUR
DECLAXATION OF 1917, WILL BE CONSIDERED PALESTINIANS, ALL THE

OTHERS HAVE TO LEAVE. THE NUMBERS: FIFTY OR SIXTY THOUSAND TO BE
LEFT = TWO MILLION NINE HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND, CIRCA, TO

GO, THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ISRAEL |S FUNDAMENTALLY NULL AND VOID.
NULL AND VOID, THE BALFOUR DECLAXATION, THE MANDATE DOCUMENT AND
WHAT HAS BEEN BASED UFPON THEM ARE CONSIDERED NULL AND VOID. THE
CLAIM OF THE HISTORICAL AND SPIRITUAL TIE BETWEEN JEWS AND FALESTINE
DOES NOT TELL OF ITS HISTORICAL REALITIES NOR WITH THE CONSTITUENTS
OF STATEHOOD IN THE TRUE SENSE,

AND | REMEMBER SAN REMO = 1922 = BRITAIN WAS GIVEN THE MANDATE TO MAKE
IT FOSSIBLE TO HAVE A NATIONAL HOME FOR THE JEWISH PEOFLE TO BE
RECONSTITUTED, RE=CONSTITUTED, AND THAT <E= |S THE MOST CHARACTERISTIC
IN THAT UGOCUMENT. YOU CAN RE=-CONSTITUTE A THING WHICH EXISTED =

AND THEN THE wORDS ARE USED IN THE PREAMBLE ''RECOGNITION HAVING

BEEN GIVEN TO THE HISTORICAL CONNECTION BETWEEN THE JEWISH FEOPLE

AND PALESTINE. ' WOODROW WILSON, THE GREAT FRESIDENT WHO GAVE

TO THE WORLL THE CCNCEPT OF NATIONAL SELF=UETESMINATION, APFOINTED

A COMMITTEE FOY THE MIDDLE EAST WHICH BROUGHT HIM RECOMMENDATIONS
(THAT) IT 1S JUST THAT PALESTINE SHOULD BECOME A JEWISH STATE,
FALESTINE A JEWISH STATE, THE CONNECTION BETWEEN FALESTINE AND

THE JEWISH FEQIPLE.

AND NOW, AFTER SECOGNITION BY ALL THE CIVILIZED NATIONS QF THAT
HISTOHICAL CONNECTION, WE HEAR THAT THE CLAIM OF A HISTORICAL
AND Sl ¢ITUAL TIE BETWEEN JEWS AND FALESTINE 13 NON=EX|STENT.
JUDAISM AND ITS CHARACTER AS A RELIGION OF REVELATION | € NOT
A NATIONALITY, NOW WE AXE NOT EVEN SECOGNIZED £° A HﬁT1UNh@ITY.
ONLY AS A RELIGION, WE ENOW WHEN THAT <ECOGNITION wAS GIVEN TO

US AND THE OTHER DENIED,

MOW ALSO MAY | INFORM YOU, LADIES AN[ GENTLEMEN, THAT SINCE
JENU&RY THE F135T THERE WERE MANY ATTACKS CAXRIED QUT BY THAT
ORGANI ZATION, ALL OF THEM AGAINST CIVILIANS: TWG“K[LLE?. r%g
WOUNDED = BUT WHEN WE SAY WOUNDED, WE DON'T ﬂEgCgtbt AL A
WE CHOULD SAY LEGLESS, ARMLESS, EYELESS, HANDLESS FEOPLE,

BON T v
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FOR A LIFETIME, ALL OF THEM CIVILIANS, MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN.,
BECAUSE THEY TURNED THE CIVILIAN FOPULATION INTO THE TARGET OF
THEIR ATTACKS. THEY AIMED TO DESTROY A PEOPLE, TO ANNIHILATE

A PEOPLE, TO RENEW THE UNHEARD OF WRONG DONE TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE
FOR OENTURIES: HOMELESS AND DEFENCELESS = AND TUHKNING (THEM) AGAIN
INTO A DEFENCELESS AND HOMELESS PEOPLE, WHEREAS THAT WRONG WAS
REDRESSED BY THE PROCLAMATION OF OUR INDEPENDENCE, BY THE CREATION
OF OUR STATE - DEMENTED GENOC{DE KILLED MAN, WOMAN AND CHILP.

IT 1S A VERY SERIOUS MATTER TO US, -OUR DEAR FRIEND, MR, ?EC@ETHRY.
SOME MAY SAY THAT WE ARE SENSITIVE AGOUT IT. WE ARE = BECAUSE

WE HAVE THE EXPERIENCE. BUT PERHAPS SENSITIVITY 18 NOT THE PROFER
WORD. | THINK IT IS RATIO, LOGIC,

TO LEARN FROM EXPERIENCE |8 THE DUTY OF A MAN WHO BEARS
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE FUTUSRE OF HIs NATION, AND THEREFORE 0QUR
STAND 1 CLEAR: WE WANT FEACE, WE WANT TO NEGOTIATE PEACE TREATIES,
WE BROUGHT PROPOSALS, ALTERNATIVE PRGPQS&LS, WE HAVE LOOKED, WE
SHALL LOOK FOR ANY AVENUE TO BRING ABOUT SUCH NEGOTIATIONS TO °
CONCLUDE PEACE TREATIES., BUT THAT GRG&NIEATIGN, THE PHILOSOFHY

OF WHICH |s BASED ON AN ARABIC PIME I N KAMPF, *' 15 NO FARTNER
WHATSOEVER AND NEVER WOULD BE A FARTNER FOR US TO HOLD ANY TALKS =
BECAUSE SUCH |8 THE PHILD%GPHY. SUCH THE DESIGN, AND SUCH THE
METHOD , | BELIEVE ALL FREE MANKIND SHOULD ACCEFT THAT ATTITUDE
ANL ALSO HAVE THE SAME ATTITUDE. IT'S A DANGER TO ALL FREE
NATIONS, TO THE FREE wWORLD.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, WE BEL IEVE THAT OUR GREAT F2IEND THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA WILL COMFREHEND THE ATTITUDE OF |<RAEL TOWARDS
THIS SPECIAL MORAL ISSUE, WE WL HAVE THE SAME (JEC|RION AS FAR
AS FARTICIPATION IN THE GENEVA CONFE {ENCE | = CONCERNED, BECAUSE
WE BELIEVE IN THE MORAL CHEATNCGS OF THE UNITED STATES. NOW WE'
HOPE WE SHALL MAKE PROGRIESS AND ACHIEVE PEACE,

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO YOU, MR, SECRETARY, FOR YOUR EFFORTS. WE
WILL DO WHATEVER WE CAN TO MAKE YOUR STAY AND THAT OF YOUR GRACIOUS
LADY ENJOYABLE IN QUR COUNTRY.

AND IN THIS SPIRIT OF HOFE AND OPTIMI QM AND FAITH Il THE FUTURE
OF OUR NATIONS, AND INDEED OF HUMAN LIBERTY AND JUSTICE, | RAICE
MY GLASS TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AME®ICA, TO
OUR GUESTS, SECRETARY OF STATE = AND TO THE EVERLASTING
FRIENUSHIF BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND ISSAEL.  THANK YOU
VERY MUCH,

/SN/AL



