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CONGRESSMAN ¥

HOWARD BERMAN

NEWS RELEASE

137 Cannon House Office Building ¢ Washington, D.C. 20515 » 202:225.4695 =
14600 Roscoe Blvd., Suite 506 * Panorama City, CA 91403 » 818.891.0543

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEABE CONTACT: Qene Smith
July 31, 1989 202/228«4695
BLAMING COL, HIGGINS MURDER t:l:I ISRAEL “lnﬁggn", SAYS CONGRESSEMAN .

rer

WASHINGTON -- U,8, Rep, Howng% Bgrman (D-CA) reactad angrily to
remarks made today by Senate nority Leader Robert Dola, who indicated
that Israeli actions played a role in the death of U.5. Marine Col,
Richard Higgins.

"This is a contem tible slander," sald Berman, "which shows the
gullibd Y utLergr.y .

"It is pracisely what the murderers wanted pecple to think," he
continued.

"It must bo said loudly, cleazrly and unequivogally that there is
only onc party responsible for the murder of Col, Higgins and that ig his
Shilte Moslem captors. To blame any other is a disgrace to whomever
pPronounces that blame," gald Berman.

"The government of Israel has a policy of never allowing a soldier
to remain a P.O.W. when there is an alternative open to it., Wwhen it .
learned the location of the chief of the murderer/kidnappers =- gsheik
Obeid ~- it obviously felt that it had an alternative to allowing its

soldlers to remain hostages and to be slaughtered at will as Col. Higgins
was, sald Berman. v

|
"I maka no judgment as to whether they were right to go ahead and |
move against Shelk Obeid =-- but I understand why they did it, Their
operation is a logical act in the context of the chacs in which it was
‘carried out."

"Prior to the killing,” saild Berman, "Minister Rabin propesed the
trade of all Israel's Shiite Moslem captives for all captured Israeli
soldiers and foreign hostages held by Shiite groups in Lebanon, In a
shrewd, evll and cynical stroke, the captors announced that they would
murder an Amcrican hostage in response," gaid Berman.

"The anarchy that has beset Lebanon thess past many years is
disgraceful proof of the impotence of international Politica, with whom
should we negotiate when a band of murderers clethe themselves in the
rhetoriec of politics kidnaps and threatens the life of innocents? There
is no authority to do so," said Berman. "To whom should we go when one

of these criminals carries ?Pt §%£,§P‘E‘t7 There is no official f“tﬂTFSSI‘
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was a deesply raspected r of the V.N. peacekesping
nd his murder is an offense against

.ce and of the v.5. marine Corps &

eivilized people,” german said. "I express my profound condelences tO

3 family." X}$’
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ncol. Higgins
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MR. BPEAKER, I RIS
IMMEDIATELY EXTRADITE

. 333

HIM ON TRIAL.
E————

FURTHERMORE, AN OUTRAGED AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL DEMAND EXTRADITION SO THAT
OBEID CAN BE BROUGHT TO JUSTICE AND PAY THE PRICED FOR THE KIDNAPPING, TORTURE,

AND POSSIBLE MURDER OF MARINE LI
LIEUTENANT COLONEL HIGGINS

EUTENANT COLONEL WILLIAN R. HIGGINS.
SERVED OUR NATION AND THE WORLD WELL., HE WAS

STANDING GUARD ON THE FRONT LINES OF CONFLICT WITH A SINGLE INTENTION=~T( KEEP
THE PEACE. FOR HIS BRAVERY, HE WAS KIDNAPPED. TORTURED. AND PUT TO DEATH.

THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT THAT
WHAT HAFPENED TO COLONEL HIGGINS

THE CANGSTERS OF HEZBOLLAH WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR
+ ALSQO, THERE XI§ LITTLE DOUBT THAT ABDUL OBEID

WAS THE LEADING THUG OF HEZBOLLAH. NOW, OBEID MUST RE BROUGHT TO JUSTICE.

MR. SPEARER, THE ANTI-TERRORIST LEGISLATTON PASSED IN TWIS CHANMBER
PROVIDES FOR THE ACTION I AY DEMANDING TODAY.

:mmﬂmmmcm,mmﬂaxmwmuﬂm, TO0 JOIN

TOGETHER IN ONE VOICE TO DECLARE

OUR QUTRAGE AND DISGUST AT WHAT HAS HAPPENED

TO A PATRIOT--LIEUTENANT COLONEL HIGGINS. AND TO DEMAND THAT JUSTICE BE DONE

IN HIS NAME.

Xyy

4
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RADIO TV REPORTS. ne.

4701 WILLARD AVENUE, CHEVY CHASE, MARYIAND 20815 (301) 6564068

KR - EHBASSY OF ISRAKL 364-5610 }Su

ATYTN: Beth Johnason

b crosafire BAON  CRE TV

T oy,
DAY July 28, 1989 7:30 PM an Hashingten, D¢ $
SBECT Comments by Alexander Halg on Israel

MARK GREENt .,.General Halg, you saw yesterday the IDF,
the Jaraeli Defense Forces went ten wiles into Lebanen and
liberated or kidnaped a Hezbollah Moaslem Shiite lesader back to
Tsrael, saying he'es reaponsible for terrorlsm. Does that protote
Middle East peace prospecta? 1sa it counterproductive?

ALEXANDER AAIG: Well, I don't think it has & masjer

ippact one waY 6F the Other. 1 apﬁhud what wes done, And asomse
years ago, under aimilavr circu ' eroes out of the

Israell forces that wugﬁrinta.ﬁj.

GREEN: Ezﬁzghl.

HAIGT ...Entebbe. .

GREENt Hell, that's «n interesting issue.,...

PAT BUCHANAN: Presldent Bush seemed to trash them for
that,

GREFNT WHe wouldn't ~« wa wouldnh't - the Unfted States
wouldn't do that,... :

HAIGY 1 would,

GREEN: .,.would they, try to kidnap asomeone publicly
and bring them back. NMut ! like bthe ldea cthat rs8rael does,
because they're at war, and we're & superpower with larger
.responaibllities, like not sterting & nuclear war. Do you buy
‘that diastinction, that Israel can do something that we cannot?

HAIG: Mo, I den't, 1 think our handlinq of terrorlam

CHRHCES M WASIHGION DG, mww:rm o LOSANGILS o CHOAGOD o (X|kxl ¢ MGMD PRINCAPAL CATES
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in the past, until the mote recent past, haes heen very ineffec-

tusl, 1 think when we moved against Libya the g;gn?? E*ﬂﬁf ME .
Khadafy got a message. & Hezbollah w get

4 message.
""'-——_

1989-87-31
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GREEN: 80 maybe we should do theat kind of kildnaping in
explicitly terrorist situvations?

HAI1G: If it's going to work and we've looked at other
alternatives, and they don't promise asuseess, | den't discount
doing just that,

BUCHANAN? Hnﬁt. We intercepted the Achille Lauro
hijackers and tried to bring them back to the United States....

HAIG: Abeolutely. &

BUCHANAN: HNow the Israelis picked this guy off and tock
him into Israel, He's the head of Hezbollah. And Freaident Puah
said today he didn't think this contributed =-=- that this type of
kidnaping doesn't contribute to -- it adds to violence and does
not contribute to peace.

NATG: Well, I read that exchange, and I think you're
putting the President at a disadvantage. It'sa the way the
question was asked, that if he had eaid -~ it would be like "When
did you stop beating your wife' had he responded otherwiase,.

dieds. 2.

we 2l) admire the willin
an,

take actl

BUCHANAN: How de you think the State Department is
handling the Ytsraeli-Palestinian matter?

T e F

HAIG: Well, in # mixed veport card in which 1 would .
give President Bush very high merka for meat of hias foreign

policy, I'm afraid 1'd have to ?iva him an.F in the Middle kast.

+ BUCHANAN: Hhy?

k.

HAIG! For a host of ressona assgclatad with wlawd
signals, telking with terroriets. And the President....
= — ]

5 s S

-

BUCHANAN: The State Department was talking with
terroriate?

HAIGT ...l think himself was surprised at that,

BUCHANAN: And the President was taken aback when he
“found out the State Department wep talking with terroriaste?

e LT ey S ——"

i ]
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HAIG:T Yea. Hiﬁht-

BUCHANAN: Did Secretary Baker know that they were
talking with tervoriate?

HAIG: Hell, 1 can't answer that. I haven't asked him,

[Lavghter.]

GREEN: ©id you talk to him? Are you stil) mad he's
Secretary of State?

BUCHANAN: Whoever your scucrce wae could tell you this,

too, Al. .

HAIG: Mo, I'm happy he's Secretary of State,
GHEEN: You weren't when he wap named,
[Laughter.,]

HAIG: No, 1 never said anything against him, other than
the fact that we could....

GRERN: He waen't experienced, you sald.
HAIG: Yem...,

BUCHANAN: We'll be back in a minute....
fAIG: That was an obje¢tive statement,

BUCHANANT We'll be back in a minute with Secretary of
State -=- former -~ Alexander Haig. .

------ L L B L R L L T e T L T e I L LT TR AR R R YT T TITT APIP H Y T A M e A L R

END
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by A :I'.. . : A |‘ . . I.?
A" LTeNE. AADICAL, LEBANESE-DASAD TCRROR(ST ORGANIZATIGN WHICH . .
" OMLLE I:‘*rm.r.'rnir 'ﬂ:ﬂnruﬂnn Of THR QPPARBRED OF THE EANRTH" Eos ok
' ANNOUNCED '3 JULY 1089 THAT 1T WAD EXECUTED LIBUTENANT COLOREL : #
WILLIAM R, HLOGINE, A MARINE SECOMDROD 7O UNTSO, THE UNITRD 'f‘
NATIONS TRUCS SUPEAVISION DRGANISATION, AWD KIONABPED TH SOUTH g
LEBANON OH 17 FRGRUARY, 1R8R} -
NHEREAS THAT ORGANISATION CLAIMED YO WAYE TARCUTED COLONEL
HIGBING IN RESPONSE TO THE RLCENY CAPTURE §Y ISAABLJ COMNANDOS OF ?-
A RADICAL MOSILIM EHILTE LEADER, SMELK ADDYL RARIH OBELD, BELIEVED
TO BE ASBOCINTEY WITH THAT OR@ANITATION) |
; WHEREAS THAT ORGANIZATION RELUASED TO CERTAIN NBHE AQENCIES A
VIOEO TAPL PURPOATING 79 BHOW LIEETENANT. COLONEL WIOOINS EXECUTRD !
BY HANGING ) i
AS 1T WAS NOT BAEN IRHED THAT THZ EXBCUTION OF
Ll:u==ﬁtﬁil¢annunt HIGAINS HAD TAKEW PLACE, NOR HAVE ANY DETATLS :
BEEN PROVIDED ABGUT THE ALLEGRD HXeCyuTION) i
WHEREAS THE LIDNAPPING OF LICUTEMANT COLOMNEL HIAOTNE, WHO HAH |
ENOAOED ONLY I(H CARAYINO OUT THI LEGITIMATE V.N. PEACEXERPINU
ACTIVITIES HE HAD BEEN AGSIGUER, WAS WHOLLY UNJUSTITIED) 3
WHEREAS 1T 15 ABEOLUTELY CLEAR THAT THE "KIDNAPFDING OF i
LIBUTENANT COLONEL WIGGINS AND HIS EXSCUYION, 17 1T [NDEED HAS 2o
QCCURRED, ARE °“““"§°‘;1 ﬁf'; ﬁb';::mm WHICI DEBRRVE THE
DHNDEMHATION of ALL CIVILIER ] :
) WHEREAS “:n: 18 STRONG EVIDENCE TWAT THL OOVERNHENT 'OF 1nAN
HAS® SUPPORTED THE OR@ANIZAYIOW REBPOMSIPLE 'FOR LIEUTENANT COLONEL
HIGOINS' KIDNAPPING ANO ALLZGED EXECUTION, AS WBLL'AS OTHBR .
TERAGRIST AND EXTREMIAT PORCES (NSLDR LEWANON AND THROUGHOUT THE
MIDDLE ZAST) ; n t Aghll
NOW THERTFORE 1T I8 (8 TNE SEMEE OF THE ACHATE THAT:
1. THE BENATE (8 OUTAAORD BY THR KIOWAPPING AND THE REPORTS OF
COLONEL WIGGINS' EXECUTION, AND COMDEMNG SUCH ACTILNS AR ,
BARBARLIC, COMARDLY, MHND UTTERLY INCOMPATISLE WITH THE BTANDARDS |
OF CONDUGT UPHELD BY CIVILILBD PEOPLE. . - : . ,
7. THE PRESIDENT SHOULD UTILIZE ALL AVAILARLE RESOURCES or Tue

UNITED STATEA 'GOVERNHENT, ITNCLUDING ALL AVAILARLE DIPLOMATIC AND
INTELLIGENCE CHANNELE, Y0 DETEMMINE YHE I1DENTITY OF THOSE !

REAPOMSIQLE AMD THE DETALLT REGARPING SUCH TEARORIST ACTH,

J, THE PRESIDENT SHOULD DATERMING WHRTHER (T wWoULD BE POSAIALE |
TO 1SOLATE AMD BRING To JUSTICE Of RETALIATE AGAINST THOSE

RERPONSIBLE IN A MANNERTHAT WOULD REDUCE THE RIBK TO AWERICANA _ ‘

FROM_TERRORIGN, -
l A £ AASRLDEM ETAGIATE AS WOULD BE AFPROPRIATE AND q

1 LU _ A AT .
: UNITED BTATLE AHOULD PMAKE CLEAR TGO THE HEW LEADBRSNIP 1d
IRAN THAT WE WILL HoT YOLERATE A CONTINUATION OF PAST POLICIES OF
' SUPPORT OF OROUPE WHICH UNDERTAKN TEMRONIST ACTIONS AGAINET
AMCAICAR CITIZENE OK DIRECT ASSAULTS ON ANERICAN VITAL INTERESTH
! IN THE MIDDLR EAST o0 WULBEWHFRE, AND SHOULD BUCH BUPPURT
CONTINVR, THE UNITED STATRS WILL HALD THE AUTHORITIER IN 1RAN
ARCOUNTABLE FOR THAT BUPPORT AND ALY ACCORDINALY, |
6, THE UNITED MATIORD SECREUTARY OENERAL BHOULD TAKE ALL |
NECESSARY DTEPS TO HELP ENAURE THAT LIEUTENANT COLONEL HIGQINS,
16 STILL ALIVE, 18 GAPELY RETUANED 7O THE UMITEL BTATES, AND, Ir
- DEAD, THA'T WIS BODY J§ RETURNED 7O WIS COUNTAY AND PAMILY, AlD
Iz:;IE:aln RCAFUNSIGLE FOR HIS DEATH BE IMMEDIATELY BROUSHT ToO
3 .
i Y. THE F!lllhlut'l“EULb.lHﬂlil IN URGENT AND GONTINUED
DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS WiTH THRE GOVARNMBNT OF ISRAEL AND OTHER |
QOVERAWMEXTS CONCERNING THEIR POLICIES AMD ACTIONS WHICH WIGHT
WAVE RELEVANCE T0 THE INTERAREETS OF THE UWITFD BTATES QOVERNMEMNT
OR IHCREASE TME VULUBRADILITY OF UNITED. STATES CITIZENS 1O
. ATTACKS BY TERRORIBTSE, |
8. THE PRESIOENT SHOULD CONMBULT WiTH OTHER MATIONY TO ENSURE
;:;:E::Tlﬂﬂﬁh COOPERATION AND COOADINATION TN END TERRORIAT
L]

1'
i ; _ (1]
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COL. HIGGINS WAS PART OF A U.N. PEACEKEEPING GROUP, NOT A SPY, HE WAS A
44-YEAR-OLD COLONEL FROM DANVILLE, KENTUCKY.

WIFMMEMISM.-.WIMWIE
WOULD TAKE ANOTHER LOOK ﬂ m QF @IR ﬂg@ﬁ; WHICH E! MUST ENOW IN
ADVANCE, WILL LIVES. WE CAN'T CONTINUALLY APOLOGIZE FOR
T T T o 1 e SRS T LTVES T IRERYONE—Tn
SOME FAR-OFF COUNTEY. PERHAPS LITTLE RES IBILITY ON THE PART OF

THE ISRAELIES WOULD BE REFRESHING

IF THE FACTS TURN OUT TO BE FACTUAL, I BELIEVE THIS ADMINISTRATION,
PRESIDENT BUSH, AND OTHERS RESPONSIBLE FOR OUR POLICY, IN ADDITION TO THE
RESPONSE, BETTER HRVE SOME UNDERS ING WITH THE ISEAELIS ABOUT FUTURE
CONDUCT... THAT WOULD ENDANGER THE LIVES OF AMERICANS.

——

I KNOW THE ISRAELIES HAVE, PERHAPS, GOOD MOTIVES. THEY WERE TRYING TO
FREE THREE ISRAELI SOLDIERS. BUT CERTAINLY THEY EKNOW WHERE THE LEVERAGE IS.
THE LEVERAGE IS WITH THE UNITED STATES. AND WHEN THESE FANATICS WANT A
RESPONSE, THEY'RE GOING TO ATTACK AN AMERICAN, OR THREATEN AN AMERICAN, OR
KILL AN AMERICAN.

50 I GUESS WE DO WAIT AND SEE WHAT THE FINAL OFFICIAL REPORT WILL BE.
BUT I BELIEVE THAT ALL MY COLLEAGUES WILL SHARE THEIR REVULSION IF THE
REUTERS REPORT IS ACCURATE.
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" ‘News from Senator > 3

BOB DOL

(R-Kansas)  SH 4] Hart Building, Washington, D.C. JDSIO-IA!I :

i K
FOR IMMEDIATE RELBASE CONTACT: WALY |RIEKRR 5 -
NONDAY, JULY 31, 1989 hapdieame | o
| "y
) | )
. . YRR YO
S0 Lo T 15 L

WASHINGTON == THE FOLLOWING ARE THE coerru OF SENATE i
REPUBLICAN LEADER BOW DOLE, MADE ON THE PLOOR OF THE BRNATE THIS
HORNING, IN REACTION TO REPORTE THAT U.8. MARINE LT. COL. WILLIAM
R, MIGGING WAF HANGED BY PRO-~IKANIAR SHIITE LEX CAPIORS: -

v+ +THERE ARE REPORTE EROM LEBANDN THIE MORNING THAT tﬂLD!IL
RICHARD KIGGINS MAS BFEN MURDERED BY MISE CAPTORS, A RADICAL
MUBLIM GROUP THAT KIDNAPPED HINMN IN PEBRUARY 1988.

QUR FIRET THOUGHTE® AND DUR PRAYERS THIS MORNING ARE OF
COLONEL HIGGINS FAMILY, ESPECIALLY HMIS WIFE RQEIN, WHO 15 ALSO AN
ACTIVE DUTY MEMBER OF THE VU.8. MARINEE. THEY HAVE BUPFERED §0
:ﬁ“i;ﬁ“ 8C LONG. AND MOW THEY FACE THIB TI*HIILI MOMENT OF

Gu ) - .

IN RECENT MONTME MY OFFICE, 1V ccunn:unr:&u WITH THE Orrice
OF THE DISTINGUISHED MAJORITY LEADER, BENATOR MITCHELL, HAB BZEN
IN TOUCH WITH HOBIN HIGGINS AND HER nrrnnllnrir:vls, QUIBTLY'
TRYING TO PIND WAYS TO WIN COLOMEL HIGGINE' RELEASE. WE HAD. gOMNE
REASON TO HOPE THAT WK MIGHT AT LEAST CONFIRM THAT COL. HIQQINE
"WAS ALIVE, AND ORTAIN SOME INFORMATION ON HIE CONDITION AND .

- WHEREABOUTE IN THE COURSE QF THIE WEEK. AR I'VE INDICATED,
EVENTS BEYORD QUR CONTROL INTEAVEANED.

MR. PRESIDENT, AS FAR AR I AM CONCRRNED, THERE CAN BE MO: SAFR
HAVEN FOR THOSE WHO MURCER INNOCENT AMERICANS, THRRE CAN BE NO
EAFE HAVEN FOR THOSE WHC RESPOND TO WHAT THEY SEE AB THE OFPENSE
OF OTHERE BY KILLING AMERICANS £IMPLY BECAUSE THEY SEE US AS THE
MOST ATTRACTIVE TARGET, OR TKE TARGET THAT CAN WIN THEM THE MOST
POLITICAL ATTENTION, OR MEDIA ATTENTION, OF LEVERAGE.

MA. PREBIDENT, IF WE CAN FIKD OUT WHO D10 THIS, AND LOCATE
AND IBOLATE THEM, WE QUGHT TQ MAXE THEN FAY. WE ﬂﬁﬂﬂ? TO MARER
SURE THEY ARE NEVER AGAIN IN A POSITION TO HARM ANOTHER AMERICAM,

1 AM CERTAIN WE ALL KOFE AND FRAY THAT IT I8 NOT AN ACCURATE
REPORT, BUT IF IT 1R AN ACCURAKTE REPORT, THER I MOPE THE

+ ADMINISTRATION WILL HAVE AN APFROFRIATE RESPONSE.

(MORE) - | ;

. ST
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 muEY IKDICATED YESTERDAY, THROUGH THE SECRETARY OF #TATE
THERE WOULD BE AN APPROPRIATE RESPONSE, 1 AM NOT CERTAIN WHAT AN
APPROPRIATE RESPUNSE WOULD BL. BUL 1 AN CRRTAIN THERE SHOULD BB
A RESPONSE. IF IN FACT THIS DASTAKDLY DEED HAS BEEN DONE, IT IB
ANOTHER INDICATION OF THE FANATICISM CF THE HEEBOLLAN AND OTHERS
WHO MAY HOLD OTNER AMEARICANS CAPTIVE.

COL. KHIGGINS WAS PART Cr A U.N. FEACEXEEPING GROUP, ROT A
BPY, HE WAS A 44~YEAR-OLD COLONEL PRUM DANVILLE, KENTUCKY.

AND IF THE REUTERE REPORY 16 TAUR...THEN 1 NOULD MOPE THE
{SRAELIES WOULD TAKE ANOTKER 1L.O0K AT SONE OF THEIR ACTIONS, WHICK
THEY MUST XNOW 1M ADVANCE , WILL ENDANGER AMBRICAN LIVES. ﬂ:;
CAN'T CONTINUALLY APOLOGILL FOR ISRAELI ACTIORS 1IN THIS COUNTRY
WHEN 1T ENDANGERS THE LIVES OF AMERICANE 1IN SONE PAR-OFF
.COUNTRY. DERHAPS A LITTLE MONE RESPONSIBILITY ON THE PART OF P
ISRAELIES WOULD BE REMRESHING

1Ff THE FACTS TURN OUT TO BE PACTUAL, I BELIEVE THIS
ADMINISTRATION, PRESIDENT BUSH, AND OTHERS RESPONSIBLE FOR OUR
POLICY, IN ADDITION TO THE RESPONSE, BETTER HAVE BOME
UNDERETANDING WITH THE ISRALLIES ARQUT FUTURE CONDUCT. . .THAT
WOULD ERDANGER THE LIVES OF AMERICANE. '

1 KNOW THZ ISRAELILS HAVE, PERHAPS, QOOD WOTIVES. THBRY WERY
TRYING TO PREE THREE TSRABLI SOLDTIRS. BUT CERTAINLY THEY KNOW
WHMERE THE LEVERAGE 15, THE LEVERAGE 18 WITH THE UNITEID GTATES.
AND NHEN THESE FANATICS WANT A RESPONSE, THEY'RE GOIKG 70 ATTACK
AN AMERICAN, OR THREATEN AN AMERICAN, OR KILL AN AMERICAN.

S0 1 GUESS WE DO WAIT AND SEE WAAT THE FINAL OFFICIAL REPORT
WILL BE. BUT 1 BELIEVE THAT ALL ¥{ COLLEAGUEB WILL SKARE THBIR
REVULEION IF THE REUTLRS REPORT 'I'I ACCURATE. ]
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TALKING POINTS

-—-As you know, we have been trying to assist Mr. and Mrs.
Baumel in their search for their son, Zachary, a dual citizen
soldier missing in action since 1982,

--In a recent conversation with an Embassy officer, Mr. Baumel
stated that Israel might be involved in a dialogue with Iran
concerning hostages. .

--These discussions, according to Mr. Baumel, might involve
transfer of spare parts for U.S.-origin equipment by Israel to
Iran.

--Transfer of U.S.-origin defense articles toc Iran would
require your obtaining USG consent. We can say flatly that we
would not consent to such a transfer,

--In addition, our long-standing policy on hostages reguires
that we not make any concessions (direct or indirect) to secure
the release of hostages.

--We would also appreciate the fullest possible consultation on
any contacts you may have with Iran, whether directly or
through intermediaries.

--1 request thay you lock into this matter and review it with
me again shortly. . .
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I WISH TO GO BEYOND THIS STATEMENT(ON FRIDAY) WITH
AN URGENT CALL TO ALL PARTIES WHO HOLD HOSTAGES

IN THE MIDDLE EAST TO RELEASE THEM FORTHWITH AS

A& HUMAMITARIAM GESTURE TC BEGIN TO REVERSE THE
CYCLE OF VIOLENCE-=THAT REGION,
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MR. BOUCHER:

point, all I really can do is to note that the Becretary has
das:r{bnd the threats to execute Colonel Higgins as *
uncivilized, an affront to the entire internati

Fresident spoke for all of us when he expressed his deep sense of
cutrage at these reports, calling it "terrorism." But I have
nothing further that I can add at this point,

With that said, let me t#k& your questions.

(5
Israel this morning?

MR. BOUCHER: No, I don't.

Q Isn't a violation of -- or isn't it a departure from US
policy concerning dealing with kidnappers?

MR. BOUCHER: I said:
at this point. I wouldn’'t want to try to characterize that,

Q2 Was the US aware that Israel was going to make this
of fer? .

| MR. BOUCHER: I'm afraid I don't have anything on it.

o Richard, will there be a National Security Counsel
meeting today?

MR. BOUCHER: The Fresident in his statement spoke of meeting
with hig senicr national security advisors. I don't have any date

and time or exactly what that meeting will entail, but it'1l be a
high-level meeting to discuss the situation.

SR = N

—y a8 D) TIND MY \NTA ||

I'm afraid I don't have anything to add

I'm aware of your intense interest in Colonel Higgins. At this .

outrageous and
onal community.” The

Do you have any comment on the offer made by Mr. Rabin in
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MR. BOUCHER: The Secretary is due back this evening.

Q Have you issued or are you considering issuing any travel

Q When is the Becretary due back?
advigories for Americane in Europe or other paris of the world? |

MR, BOUCHER: Nothing at this point.

! Well, the wire service says that a United Press
international reporter, as well as some other wistern reporters,
had seen this two-minute tape of Higgins, and they say that, in the
story, that they were sure the man, the dead marn, was Higgins. Do
you have any confirmation from government sources about 1t?

MR. BOUCHERI We have =een the reports but, at this point, w
don't have any independent information or confirmation of whatin in
the tape. .

Q When do you expect that you will have officials to look

at it and be able to determine whether, in fact, it's Mr. Higgina?

MR. BOUCHER: I just don't know. I don't know where the tape
ia and how soon we'll see it.

r} Can you indicate if there is an increased state of
readiness on the part of == at embassies or military installations
where the US is based in the Middle East?

MR. BOUCHER: Our embassies naturally take appropriate
precautions when something like this occurs, 8o l'd expect that
they're making sure that their level of security is appropriate.
But I don't have anything further for you on theat.

B Do you feel that lsrael unnecessarily Jeopardized the
lives of American citizens by kidnapping Obeid vithout presumably '
consulting the United Statas?

MR. BOUCHER: I wouldn’'t want to comment o' try to characterize
that. Borry.

o Do you have any comment on Senator [ole's criticisms of
Israel along those same lines?

MR, BOUCHER: No, I don't.

Q There are reports that Colonel Higgins may have been
killed some time ago. Do you have any intelligence you can share
now, in light of today's development, as to whather or not you think
he was alive as recently as yesterday”

ME. BOUCHER: No, I don't. We -— we're aware of those reports,
but I don't have any ipfﬁrmatinn on that.

R - ¥ A
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MR. BOUCHER: I don't h&ve any way of nt
reports are true. A confirming whether those

Q Do you have any way of confirming == what are i

. ou d
now to qeterminu, one, if the gentleman is alive or dnad,yar e
recovering the body, or contact with any group? Or is this a
passive role? Or what are you doing?

MR. BOUCHER: We'll do what the Fresident said we w

. ' ould

that's -— he's called a meeting of his national security punpf:; "
:::zt, to establish to the hest of our ability if the vreport ig

Q And how do you do that?
MR. BOUCHER: We --
& How do you iltyblxﬁh it to the best of your ability?

MR. BOUCHER: Well, we collect a & o
available, and then we analyze it. s much information as {s

ME. ROIICHER: I don't have amnything specific on that.
a Who will --

Q (Off mike) —- the US was ~- has been in to
foreign government, after the threat was received, tau:rywtzhuggy
their influence against the carrying out of the threat?

MR, BOUCHER: I'm sorry, I can't.

a
sestings Who will represent the Btate Department at the NSC

MR. BOUCHER1 I'"m not sure it's an NEBC mestin I’ !
go at senior levels. But I don't know for sure whg is ggi::r:awgafl

Q Are you able
1D without a body?

ME. BOUCHER: Again, that's an area of speculation I'm not
willing to get into.

G Will Secretary Daker be returning earlier than 7100 as a
result of this development?

ME. BOUCHER: There are limits on the ability to reschedule
things. They'll be coming back as planned.

a And that time is what, 7:007

MR._ BOUCHER: Yeah, but I think they wera running a little late
in Paris, sa I don't == I don’t think they'll be on time. They’ll

be back this evening.

b} Do you think the Fresident’s meating with the national
security advisors will ‘await the return of Secretary Baker?

X R A
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MR. BOUCHER:T That's a quastion for the White House, but the
President indicated he wantad to get on it right away, so -- Aﬁ L

R Richavd, veuld you slale —— PErnaps restate —-
fundamental U8 policy on hostages and how to liberate them and how
to retaliate? f

MR. BOUCHER: That was done by Margaret on Friday. I don't
really have any new things to add to that. wWhat she Baid on Friday
was that we hold those responsible for the taking of innocent
hostages fully responsible for their safety. That's our basie
position.

Q How about efforts —-

Q Didn't she also Bay there's no -= their release should be
unconditional?

MR. BOUCHER: That's always been our position,

@ Ia thare any change in that position?
MR. BOUCHER: Not that I'm avarea of, nao,

0] So then you would be against the Israeli Proposal to
condition their release on the release of Obeid?

—

MR. BOUCHER! I said I wasn’t going to comment or try‘ﬁﬁm
characterize our pomition on the Israeli proposal.

Q When you say that you hold those who hold =-
takers fully r-lﬁnnﬂible. that's the passive side,
active side of that pelicy?

hostage
What is the

MR. BOUCHER: Again,
together with his national
And I'm sure they will revieu what we might do,

@
2ide,

the Fresident said he wanted to get

But I meant fundamental American policy on the active

MR. BOUCHER: The fundamental American
side has always been to call for the release
taking of hostages, innocent civilians,

always called upen kidnappers to release
condition.

Policy on the active
of hostages. The
is not justified. We've
them safely and without

a What, if anything, is the Department of State doing

between now and the time the President meets with Mis national
security advisors?

MR. BOUCHER: We're folldwing the situation very closely.
We're gatting together whatever information we can, and we'll be
Prepared to contribute to the discussion,

Q Do you have any information you can share with us?

MRE. BOUCHER: No, I'm afraid I don't,

@ Does this heighten your
hostages in Lebanon? And have you
their welfare or what --

¥ L %

concerns for the gsafety of other
received any warnings regarding

S@curity pecple and review the situation.
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' ts or warnings.
OUCHERT I'm not aware of any other threa
And IHE;u?ﬁn’t want to characterize the level of our concern.
That's something that I'm sure they’ll want to go over in the course

of the day.

1989-87-31 17:52

i roup of the ;
Drgln?zatio:ha: Ehe Epprﬂﬂﬁﬁd on Earth, are they known to bg helding

any of Lhe uther American hostages?”

-MR. BOUCHER: I bal{nvn they are. I don't have the specifics
heare with me,

Q You don't kpow which hostages?

MR, BOUCHER: No, I don't.

(] Just to follow Up, you said you didn’t —- you weren't
avare of any threats againat the other hostages. But didn’t the
statement today refer to 'Wworse is yet te come, " something like

that? .

MR. BOUCHER: I haven'lt seen the full text of the statement.
What I have seen didn't have any spaci fiec threats. Again, we'll

have to defer for later in the day, if there's more information

Q Will you brief again?
MR. BOUCHER: I don't think so, no,

(] What actions, if any, did the Department take from the
time of thig warning for the Plfopuawd execution until today, as far
as working with the Swiss or third parties, what have you, to
stop --

MR. BOUCHER: 1 think I already answerad by saying I'm not
golng to get into any contacts that we may have had on this subject,
I said we're following the situation closely. We have been
following it closely. But I don't have anything to add to that.

Q Richard, do you have a task force working on this~? .

| MR. BOUCHER: We have people who are following the situation,
I don’t have any specific way to characterize that now.

@ Has the US urged Israel to cut lovse the sheik over the
weekend? 5

| MR. BOUCHER: I just said I'm not going to get into any of the

exchanges we may have had with other governments on the issue,

R Do yeu have aily comment on the Israeli decision to limit
house demolitions?

MR. BOUCHERI A very brief one. We are pleased to see any
action whiech atrengthens'dun;procisn for Palestinians in the
Occupied Territories. =

Q Back to the Higgins affair, 1Is it completely out of the
question to ask if there's any way that the US might retaliate?

MR. BOUCHER: 1It's not a question I'm prepared to deal with at
this point. !

# WL 8
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Q What assistance, if any, i being being offered to the
Colonel’s family?

MR. BDUCHER: I don't have anything specific for you on that.
I'm sure we're in touch with the family, but no specifics.

Q Richard, one more on Higgins, if you will forgive me.
The last administration early on declared that its policy vis-a-vis
the taking of American hostages or harm to Americans overseas would
be one of "swift and effective retribution." Do those words appear

anywhere in the guidance you have in front of you? Is that a policy
you can reaffirm today?

MR. BOUCHER: I've rlad.yuu the guidance I have in front of me.
I think the Secretary’'s and the President’s statements were clear,
qux“ﬁﬂrq_strang. I don't want to try to add to them, and I don't

want tn try to got ints spacllalion about what we may do.

B Y. 5 ¢
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8 Marlin, what was the highest level of American—Israel] j ﬁ{ ;
communication since Friday -- the highest official level? 5;

been dealing with, but at high levels.

I

‘ ‘ MR. FITZIWATER: We déﬁ't describe or ~- ye won't say who we'wve
|
|

BRill®? | i
- |
@ Marlin, just to make sure I understand. You've referred
| to all nations In the area. In these diplomatic communications that

have gone back and forth,!havn we made direct <contact with the
I Iranian government? I
MR. FITZIWATER: No, As you know, we don't have direct contacts
: with the Iranian governmant. Any contacts are through third
| parties. |
. !
@ Have we named dhat indirect conbtact?

I
' MR. FITZWATER:1 Well, I don’t want to confirm individual
countries we've dealt with, but if we did, that's who it would be
thronah. (Scattered laughter.)
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PRESS CONFERENCE WITH PRESIDENT GEDRGE BUBH/THE WHITE HOUSE
I3 FRIDAY, JULY 28, 1989

19 %,

- Mr. President, I wonder at your reaction to the Israeli
kidnapping this morning of Hezbollah leader Obeid and whether you
think that improves chances now for getting back Colonal Higgins or
any of tha other American hostages.

PRESIDENT BUBHi Well I don't know because the freeing of
Colonal Higgins is very much on my mind and the freeing of the othaor
hostages is. 1 can't tell you, Jackie, whather 1 think there —-
these two things can interact -- the kidnapping and perhaps the
subsequent ralease of this man -- whether that'll benefit the
Higgine case or not. 1 Jjust don'’t know.

@ Have you been in touch with the Israelis about the
kidnapping, and do you approve of that?

PRESIDENT BUSH: Well, I think that the —— 1 know that our
people will be in touch. This thing —-— this Just happened. I
haven't permonally.

(8] Mr. President, back on the Israeli kidnapping, does this
help the cduse of peace in the Middle East, particularly at a time
when there seams to be a lot of behind-the-scenes activity with the
FLD and the leraelis passing meessages in various ways?

PRESIDENT BUBH1 I don't think kidnapping and violence helps
the cause of peace.

EHD
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ALBACHUSEYIE  BTROM THURMOND. BOUTH CARDLING

mﬂ%‘;‘.’rﬁm-tl et ORRIN B WATEH LMAH > z
MMIE BRSONCIL ARIZONA ALAK R BIMPEON WYRHIND =

PATRICK J. LEAHY. VERMON® EHANLED | ORAGRLEY, t0We a

e aor et e ANICCd States Scnate

HEEBIRT KOHL WiBCONRIN

L2 QAT B COMMITTEE ON THE JUDIGIARY
b Tt ecotaflUpe M aar ' WASHINGTON, DG 205 10-8878

B 72
July 25, 1869
The Honorable G&ﬂrq- Bush

The White House
Weshingten, D.C. 20500

Deer President Bushi .
| b ned when I read the enclosed Weshington Post
article in whic sources indicated that the

Administration tal Salah Khalaf will continue, as
necegeary. Thie eirtion eaxs o -1 M 4 agreement
reached between the Adminlstration and Senate leaders, which

led teo the passage of a less restrictive Senate amendment
setting parameters to the dialogue with the PLO., Attached is a
portion of the Senate floor debats in which Senatcr George
Mitchell etated the intent of the Xitchell-Dola-

| Metzenbaum-Boschwitz amendment: it prohibits a dialogue
with a known terrorist, such as Xhalaf,

Aes I said on the Benate floay, My, President, I am
ratified by your personal involvement in thle igsue. Thus, 1I
?oak forward to hearing from you on this matter and your
reaffirmation of cur anti-terrorism policy which precludes
meetings with individuals like Kahalf. ¥ .

Sincerely,

{; Ei...'.‘.‘.-,!h

Charles E. Grassley

| United States Senator
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July 21, 1989

Tne Honorable Bdouard Brunner
Ambassader -

Bnbassy of Bwitzerland

2900 Cathedral Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D,C, 20008

Dear Mr, Ambassador:

& SHEsE EHISIES BY HIE FARERHIDS Mibeianis) STSRNEEREIEN (FHB) t8

cecame a signatory to the Gereva Conventions and we strongly urge the
Government of Switzerland to reject any effort by the PLO to represant
icself as a legitimace power for purposes of accession to the

we &ppraciate the nanner in which the Swisy Government rejected the
PLO's initial attempt to Apply as a signatory and we hope that you
will continue to respond to these PLO moves in a similarly Forthright,
manner. As Membars of the Foreign Affairs Committee and t Judiciary
Cammittee of the House of Representatives, we believe signatory statug
to the Geneva Conventions is reserved for legitimate states as
recognized by international law. The PLC in no way Imeets this
rmir“ntl

wn the contrary, the PLO has not demonsirated in the past and cannot
now denonstrate that it meets the definiticns establighed for
accesslon to the Conventions as established in international law, | .

Baually important, allowing the PLO Lo gign the Geneva Conventions
would grant the PLO an undeserved political victory, By requesting
formal status {n the Geneva Convenmtions, the BLO is Llatantly
attampting to achieve a pelitical victory o further its political
agenda which, despiie pretestations to the contrary, includes the
promotion of terror in the furtherance of its objectives against
Israel,

Plnally, PLO accession to the Geneva Conventions would create a
dangercus precedent that could make BLO nembership in the
International Red Cross and other interrational organizations,
reserved for legitimate and responsible nearbers of the international
cammunity, more difficult to prevent, .

4t would ke a terrible error for the PO T be granted status with the
Geneva Conventions and e urgently ask yuur intérvention in preventing
any such moves,
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gigners of the letter are Lewis Payne (D-VA). Jecrge Oekas
k=PA), Tom Lantos (D-CA), Barney prank (D-MA), George gangmeister
\t=111), Craig James (R=Fla), John Miller (R=WA), patricla gchroeder
(D=00), Doug Bareuter (R-Nebr), Eiton Gallegly (R=GA), Bruce Morr ison
L-conn), Howard Coble (R=NC) Howard Berman (D-CA). pan Glickman
([-KS), Mike Synar (D-Okla), Ted weiss (D-NY), Hamilton Fish, Jr.
|H=NY ), Robert Lagamarsino (R=CA) Howard Wolpe (C~MI). Bill

Lannanayer (R-CA), Charles Schumer (D-NY), Rote.t morricelll (D-RJ). ®
pavard Feighan (D=Chiv), Eliot Engel (D-NY), Bill Hughes (D-NJ), and

Le¢ Hamilton (D=Ind). . — ———

f-—-_

EMD

b [



PN NPINR-PIn- TIvn

20438 . 28.0738% = “1*IHN
% 017 pad | 7L
* %
*%
4

T.20438:011N

TITWnn: TN

EE?HHBJH;15EEIJEH:D‘TU‘

10:20,0:N7,1600¢N7 ,250789:nN,578:31,W11:-7
MOY:0& @:nn

a:11

VRN SL 70

R " 3NnTTIN

072119 P/pinNn

77RO 2 1RYIA N73an

i-O0TMIIXE 1820 O an*e 71ne 17A7

N30, (532 1378 NIIRT) CNITUIN NN DAn3n mapba:t
ARYIND. 7171 7508 X111 0P 0IR'N1 1173132 P07 DIN1IXD
BUTIAR O 0N Bit'a ouna7 o 1avd 127 ntaa 13T 9aa

H171 HD'@ TROow 7' ¥ wNYWlin a*8a7 771911 npgalian

INI3TY A 31741838011 "A71 G039 HE1a3 1Rl I
muwal Jwnn> He*a JIYNAY XTA NTYaTa 'R NTmn i
STIPITH Y1APRT THAOW DA MARTAY

X'1Wi1l or TR ,NNIINTUT7 DBTIAN 0037 114N DIN1IYR.2

TIETIE ATRTII O YHA AN A1'01a2 ®R'WIN hiTiow 1han® aa
TR OMRITPTT L1130 11103 TEE Ariaa JNuia 3010
(T332 ND1IAY RWIIR 7NN 21907

aptn auT1a ooaay 1318 YA P DYNIYINA Y1317 .3
ATAY 71D AakNAn R R 1370 at a wdia g m?
Y3 NI OmA3ATE WA OCNYBID VPmi1orn 7y qpim
SO0 P1ATT LR

. ® o @ o o ¢ o o







PN NPYM-PInm - TIvn

1RO "B*719 N11 'R 1TMI*N3AS 100 DIN1ISN.&
Aama P a a7 agne Tavi 11 N7 .00 MBI 0300

@
@
D710 070100 NIAW I0A AW 7UR N7R 102101 NA71928 ®
®

117700 TP 18730 (A72I0INTY L 180307 L, upan)

L1717, NMWE7 1°°'N ANNW 071317 W' 0°AY97 N P pan
Ma'on oavn OV 10°3%0 140731071 18730 10307

1BTI0 N7 INRS ATVIR 11138 AT2IBINT 17N CMIOCATTIRTTIRGS

HYWI0 00 7200 D133 TWagly a* 7110 M¥I13g7 qiauxNaz

TIT1 75000 9722 18100 N7 1723017 LNW11a 1O ®
(ANTWAL O T1A° O°71010 W70 1°0°W 187 N7 3
. 1187

17

g T8, 18N,00,1278/7, 72180, 7238, 8200, 407388, 807, INWO, MW 90
T2 0 19N, YNNI






1989-07-25 18:34 | 408833 Bl=

1771 ;.nlﬂ"n:* ]’\’”'V”/BK"}V' J.”.].j,}v o __l..,__ H]T
nya LAND P'))& DHIV Wy ._?’,_r)ms
.-w;.m_ pu T‘#UI i Nuﬂm:a’”
15:15 1989 79171 25

::Pua ‘DY & &y

;"" hpey | : WH nowy
,54“ o LAk ]
SHG r? CRPPT DI LA

SUEN OY 2178710 nYaan

4720721 0IMAIYR DY 0IDn v nawny? aymim 1270 nPan ny1in avys

e

L1TNY

YA NXion

EHD




|JL
¥y

to reatriot or mensge the conduct of diplomaoy in an
infringement on Presidential prerogatives anQ is
- While he will continue &

unﬂnnltltutiannl

e view the FLO

SA9

The President strongly believes that legisletion thet trim

lmlnﬂmint on the Btate Authorixetion Bi1ll and pravllionu 1ihe

it ma unconstitutional, he soknowladges the Hidilprtld
u?htimlnt 1n the cang:lii that produced this legislation,
Members of Congresm should know that this mentimant and conomr
will be taken into sccount 88 we pursue our poliey,

sourcss who suggest otharwise do not speak for the

Administration.

Unnamad
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Dater July a5, 198

BENS,. METLENBAUM AND BOSCHWITE REACT TO FREQIDENT' B
FORITION ON PLO AMENDMENT TO STATE DEPT. APPROPRIATIONS RILL

The administration’s statement helps to olarify the

confusion brought about by news reports citing so-called
unnamed sources,

It definitely is a step in the right direction and
shows the president understands the strong congressional

sontiment on this iesums. We trust thae preasident will use

this congressional concern to help formulate his poliey for
dimlogue with the PLO.

Congress will continua to follow this iwssue closely.

=30~
CONTACTSH ¢

Sen, Metzenbaum: Nanecy Coffey, (202) 224-2315°
Sen, Boschwitzi Tim Droogsma, (202) 224-5641
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— Congreas of the Nnited Btates Wi
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Srian, FALL MIVIR, MassacuuscrTs Dot
UNISTRATIVE LAW AND
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PAHMENTAL RTLATIONS : S‘ % 8 g‘}fb I::m ,:fm

AQING i lﬂulhl#mmml arr
, ) 2m4T)

July 2, 1989

i d ol aloral \
The Honorable _é,fmrd Brunner -}l}P "
Ambassador (1 5
Bnbagsy of Bwitzerland

2500 Cathedral Avenue, n.W.
Wﬁlhlhﬂtﬂ'ﬁ- D.C, Qﬂﬂﬂﬂ

[smar Mr. Ambassader:

e SFpeac gifﬁf?ﬁ Bf HE fﬁiﬂ%iﬂgmﬁ(gfﬁﬂ BISANHEREIS (FI8) 18

LeCane a slgnatory to the Geneva ventiong and we strongly urge the
Governmant of Switzerland to reject any effort by the PLO to represent
itsalf as a legitimate power for purposes of accession to the
mﬁ?ﬁﬂtlml

we appraclate the manner in which the Swiss Guvernment rejected the
PLO's initial attempt to Apply a8 a signatory and we heope that you
will continue to respond to these PLO moves in a similarly forthright
manner. As Membars of the Foreign Affairs Comittee and t Judieiary
Cammittee of the House of Representativag, we belisva signatory status
to Lhe Geneva Conventions is reserved for legitimate states as
recognized by international law, The PLG in no vay ineets this
requiremant,

un the contrary, the PLO has nol demonstrated in Lthe past and cannot
now deamdnstrate that it meets the definitions establighed for
accession to the Conventions as established in international law,

Bqually important, allowing the PLO Lo £ign the Geneva Conventions
would grant the PIO an undeserved political victory, By requesting
formal status in the Geneva Conventions, the PLO is Llatantly
attenpting to achieve a political victory Lo Further its politjcal
agenda which, despite protestations to the contrary, includes the

pramtion of terror in the furtherance of it objectives agalnst
16rael ., '

PFlually, PLO accession to the Geneva Conventions would create a
dangsrcls precedsnt that could make PLO nembership in the
International Red Crose and other internarional organizations,
reserved for legitimate and responsible nembers of the international
comminity, more diffjcult to prevent,

Jt would ke a terrible error for the FIO 1o 1 qranted stalus with the
Geneva Conventions and we urgently ask yuur intervention Jn Freventing
any such moves,
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gigners of uhe lektar ATE Lewls Payne (D=VA), Jecrge Gekas

h-PA), Tom Lantos (D-CA), Barney Frank (L=mA), Jewrge gangmalater
\~111), Craig James (R=Fla), John Miller (R=WA), patricla Schroeder
(D=20), Doug Bareuter (R-Nebr). Elton Gallegly (R=CA) 4 Bruce Morrison
L-conn) , Howard Coble (R=NGC): Howard Berman (D—CA), Dan Glickman
([-KS), Mike Bynar (D~Okla), Ted Welss (D-NY), Hamilton Fish, JE.
(H=N{), Robert Laganarsing (R=CA), Howard Wolpe (D~MI). 311.11}L -

]

pannenayer (R=CA), Charles Schumer (D-NY), Rote.t Torcice
Bi11 Hughes (D-NJ), ard

pavard Felghan {D-lg‘iiu], Eliot Engel (D-NY),
M

Lt Hamilton (D~Ind).
| ...,m——""'"—__
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THE WHITHE HOUSE

waLHIHaTOM
Aoy ()
July 20, 1969 - (y

Bwear Senator Dole:

oppoaitlion to an amendment fforad by
sonator Helms to the State pepartmant
puthorization bill, As you know, thia amendment
would undear cextaln clroumstances prohibit the
use of public funds for negotiations between Llia
United States and representatives of the PLO.

1 am writing to you now to reglster my strong
‘Eninq 0

My Adminlstration is actively committed to
wdvancing the Middle East Peace process. In
May, the Iaraelli governmant adopted a serious
proposal for elactions and negotliations., The
hdministration wholeheartedly andorsed that
proposal and has sought to bring about a
positive Fplestinlan and Arz% responas, Indsed,
the Government of Terael asked for our
assistance fu wliclilong a positive Arab
response.

What warrants my writlng to you naw 18 my strong
viev--one shared by the Secratary of itate and
rhe National Sacurity Advisor--that this
amandment would interfere significantly with, it
not dastroy, the ability of the United States to
promote & viable peace procoss in the Mlddle
Kast. After six months of careful prepuratlion,
us hava arcived at a sensitive but promising
diplomatic juncture. This ls no time to take
wway from tha executlve a kay tool of our
diplomacy. Should thia amendment becoma law,
U.8. influance would be diminished and the
prospecta for peace significantly and poaalbily
decisively undermined, The big losers would be
Tarael and ourdelvas, T am sure that yoi: and
youy collspguea would not want to assums such a
rasponsliblility,




rn addition, this amendment, {f it were to
bacoma lawv, would constitute a substantial

constraint on my ability to cenduct tha farelgn
réelations of the Unitaed Statas, It is 2s a

rasult wholly inconsistent with the
Constitution, and would be an unwarranted and
unacceptable intrusion by the legislative branch

on tha powers and responsibilitiea of the
presldancy.

T ask you to use your influence to ses that thilu
amondment 1s defeated., 1Its deféat ls In the
intarasta of all those who genuinaly wish to
contribute to Middle East psace,

Sincearely,

”

/

v, ’7«# A
é : e S
C}__.ﬁ.

The Honorable Robert J, Dole
Minority Leader

United Statos Senate
Waghington, D.C, 20510
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1ACNEIL/LEHRER NEWSBHODUR INTERVIEW W/BECRETARY OF BTATE JAMEE BAKER 111
- “Ta WEDNESDAY, JULY 19,1989 -

- 1488039 pe

| - I!l :

Mit. LEWRER:® -, Okay. Lat's talk about the ‘Middle East . The
Senate —— while you ware ovarseas, thae Senate wam on the verge of
passing some leglslation that would have saet some raastrictions on
the kinds of people the United Gtates could talk to --
Reprasentatives of the EPalastine Liberation OrpanizationF. The

word is that youllgot on the phone with Banator Jessa Helms, and you
pot the 1ag;ulaﬁbmn dulaggd. What's twiﬂ'nll about?

SEC. BAKE1D Well, it's a, it iw a provision that would be
alttached to our authorization bill that would, that would basically
o at least in its original form, in my view, terminate the dialogue
that's been established between United Btates and the PLO.

| | |
MR, LEHRER: How would it terminabe 17
| . ; :

SEC IR 1t would make it, it would terminate it by saying,
in oct, that no appreopriated funds could be used for, toe enpage
in a dialogue with anybody who had bean a congpirator in, or
accessory to, or participated directly or indirectl in a terrorisat
activity, and so forth., That would be very difficurt

. It would be
very difficult to maintain the dialogue in the face of that Efﬁa o f
| @Mglage, |when you cohsider that the Falautine lLiberation
‘Urgdniz&tion was in fact a terrorist organization. Of course they
met' the United States’” 13 year old conditions for giscussions
between the United States and the PLO, when they renocunced terrorism

and accepted UN 242 -- resolution 242, and so forth, back in
December of 1988, _ '

MR. LELRER: But the United Btates Representative in Tunis has
talked to +— the problem here, as you know, is over Abu Eyad, who 16
the number|two man in the Palestine Liberation Organization. The
man who was invelvaed in terrorist activities including the Munich
massacrae of the Israeli athletes in 1972, Now when did, when was it
decided that the United States would talk to him, and what == why
ig, explain what the position was that led to those talks, and why
nCW == | :

BEC. BAKER: Well, the position is, as ! mentioned esarlier, is
that {n ﬁﬂFHMEHF of 1988 thae Palestine Liberation Organization met
the three conditionsg -~ ;

M. LEHRER: Right.

GEC. BAKER: == that the United Btates had put forward for a --—
ag conditions for a dialogua that had existed for some 13 vy Ars. Bo
we began a dialogue with the FLO through our ambassador in Euhiu.
And we said this is the only channel that we will use for this
dialogue. | And it is the -- it is the only channel that we do use,
Ho has talked ¥6 & number of individuals in the == we didn't say
that we wouldn't talk to anybody, or that we wouldn't talk to
members of | the FLO. We salid we would hegin a dialogue, and we -

and we have, and we did, and wa've talked to a number of
di fferunt -

s Mit. LEHRER1 And you plan to == you want to centinue bto talk to
.1 Y ﬁ; 1B s

%

L]
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BEC. H|tI(ERl Well, we r.lin — ] ' L\I(“a 3\\.‘

MR. LEﬂﬁERl - and anybody elue, flght?

|

8EC. EAHERl Well, what wa do —— we think = we think it's
imporbanty thair havine mat our conditions of 13 years, it'e
important tﬁht wa maintain this dialogue if wa're going to make
progress toward pmace in the Middle East, If the leginlation that
you referred to were to pass in the form that Benator Helmsa
submitted it, in our view it would mean we would have to terminate
the dialogue, We think that would be, frankly, we believe == I'm
Nt sure that thefe's agreament on this over thare —- bubt we think
that would be adygree, as a matter of fact, to the interests of the
state of Israel f¢10ne thing we know is,' it weuld end the dialogue,
and we think it would mean "there would bae laus chance of our making
prograss toward peace in the Middle East.

MR. LEHRER anu'yau worked out a deal with Banator Helms?
BEC. BAKER:1 Nope. :
MR, LEHHEH: You mean, the bill is wtill hot?

BEC., BAKERy The bill's -- they're wtill working the bill up
there on the Hill. .~ ¢
S
MR. LEHRER: And . 4% how serious a matter ia this? Are you -——
are you golng to pull out all the stopu you can command to stop
this? |

SEC. BAKER: Well, wa're doing what we can, Jim, working ——

M. LEHRERI But no deal? No deal yat?
(|
SEC. EﬁTERu ~= working it on the basie of guiet diplomacy.

MR. LEHRER:1 Ouiet dlplumncr okay.' 8o, in othar words, you're
not going to|nay any more about E.f;
BEC. BAKER: (Laughs.)

|

MR. LEMRER1I . I got you, that == I got that -- that meesage. *
Nww.nfﬂﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁﬁir elaction proposals -=- are they dead?

BEC, BAKERD No, 1 hope not! We've besn working very hard to
implemant the Bhamir EelectionF propomal. ‘Wa've bean talking to a
number of leaders in the European Community; the President talked to
the Bummit 75 I talked to my counterpart foriegh ministers and have
baen for fivg or six menths., I think we've moved them, many of
them, towardsupport of the elections proposal. We have bean
talking to EArabF govarnments about -- because wa think it offgre a
real prospect of moving the peace process forward.,

When Prime Mininter Bhamir came to the United Btates, he said,
"1 think we ought to look at the possibility of elaections in the
Torritories)| we ought to look at the possibility of discussions
batween lsraelis and Palestiniens in the Territories, leading to
elpctions inl order to launch," he said, "a pelitical negotiation."
We think that that deserves to be -- -
tn be worked| vary hard. And we'rae working it very hard.
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|
MR, LEHRER: Then you disagrea with the PLO'a pomition that that
situation is dead as a result of Shamir embracing some new rulas -

BEC., ﬁﬁKﬁR: Yes.
MR. LEHRER: —— that the party put on these negotiations.
|

8EC. BAKERD Yes, we do. We do disagres with that., I will say
that Ue were concerned when those —— when the party rules came out
that they, that Igrael might, in a sense, he devaluing ita own
initiative. |,l.-h:f have since satigflied ourselves that the initiative
is very muchialiw' and wall, that thay're pushing it, that the
lsranl government subscribes to it., The Prime Minister himoself has
said 1t has rot changed one iota. And theay are in the process, I
think, of working out arrangements to reaffirm it. S0 we continue
te support 16, We think it offaers great promiue and hopa. Wa hops
it dons. It's the bhest thing we know aof that's going in favor of
making prngrrmn toward peace in the Middle East.

I

MR. LEHRER® - Well, Mr. Smcrutary, thank you very much for being
with us tonight.

EHMD

o4
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Embassy of the United States of America

Tel Aviv, Israel

July 3, 1989

LY

% Mo Qﬂ,ﬂ_‘_ N,

As Representative Gray mentioned to you today, President
Mubarak asked Mr. Gray and his delegation to pass to you a
brief paper concerning your government's peace initiative. At
Mr. Gray's request, I am enclosing an informal translation of
that paper.

Best regards,

sincerelY:A ,IT%\J,._N

William A. Brown
Ambassador

Enclosure: As Stated

His Excellency
Yitzhak Shamir
Prime Minister of the
State of Israel
Jerusalem



1) The necessity of participation of all citizens of the West
Bank and Gaza (including the residents of East Jerusalem) in
the elections, both in the wvoting and in the right to stand as
a candidate for any person who has not been convicted
(denounced) by the court of committing a crime. This is meant
to permit the participation of those under administrative
detention.

2) The freedom of political mobilization before and during the
elections.

3) Acceptance of international supervision of the elections
process.

4) Prior commitment of the government of Israel that it will
accept the results of the elections.

5) Commitment of the Government of Israel that the elections
will be part of the efforts which will lead not only to a
temporary stage, but also to a final solution, and that all
efforts from beginning to end (should) depend on the bases of
the solution (which are in) the American concept: Resolutions
242 and 338, Territory for Peace, Protection of the Security of
Israel and the Countries of the Region, Palestinian political
rights.

6) Withdrawal of the Israeli Army during the elections process
at least one kilometer outside the perimeters of the polling
stations.

7) Prohibition of Israelis from entering the West Bank and
Gaza on election day with permission to enter only to those who
work in these regions and the residents of the settlements.

8) The preparatory period for the elections should last no
longer than two months and these preparations should be
accomplished by means of a joint Israeli-Palestinian
committee. (The U.S. and Egypt may assist in forming this
committee.)

9) Guarantee of the U.S. of all the above points by means of a
prior announcement on the part of the Government of Israel.

10) Prevention of settlement in the Occupied Territories (a
halt to the construction of new settlements).







