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UOVERNMENT | LEGURAM
BENJANMIN A. GILMAN AND QVERSIGHT COMMTT] -
20 Dig TR, Tetw YORx —_—
N AT . Bl
gty Congress of the United States
imarons ¢ ONS Houge of Repregentatives

AND HUMAN NGH T,

TAashington, WL 20315-3220

Lo
June 8. 1995 )_\\.‘

Ambassador Itamar Rabinovich
Embassy of Israel

3514 International Drive, N.W
Washington, D.C. 20008

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

I wanted to take this opportunity to follow-up with you about my previous concerns as
expressed to Prime Minister Rabin regarding the diggings at a growing number of burial sites
in Israel,

\

A variety of Jewish organizations in this country have expressed to me their ongoing

| concern about this intensely emotional matter, including, but not limited to, the residents of
Kiryas Joel in my congressional district, and The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of
America. Their concerns involve the following sites:

Mazor - Confrontations are often taking place at this area near Moshav Mazor,
which is on the road between Lod and Petach Tikva about three kilometers southeast from
Petach Tikva. I am told that about 50 burial caves are still untouched.

#6 is being built. A large area of burial caves is being excavated. Confrontations with the
police have taken place here as well

2, Nachshonim - This site is also located on the road to Petach Tikva where road
3. Ben Shemen Junction - This site is located on the road from Lod to Jerusalem, ‘
about four kilometers east of Lod. This is a road widening project which is in danger of
affecting burial caves nearby. Moreover, I am told that despite a promise that these caves would '
not be disturbed, two have already been affected and only one remains intact,
4. Modi’in - A new city is being built 12 kilometers east of Lod, on the Lod-
| Ierusal.cm road. I understand that despite a decision made by a ministerial committee, with
authority given to Chief Rabbi Doron, digging has taken place, resulting in confrontations with

the police.
. $
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5. Beit Nchemia - The site in question is at a moshav four kilometers east of Lod.
I am told that burial sites are being removed as part of road work.

6. Ne’ot Kedumim - The site in question is on pnvately owned property along the
Lod-Jerusalem highway between Ben Shemen and Modi’in.  Apparently, archeological
excavations are taking place, with the permission of the Antiquities Authority so that the owners,
who purportedly are involved in the tourism industry. can demonstrate to visitors how people
were buried thousands of years ago

7. Pekiyin - this area is known to be an ancient Jewish city in the Galil going back
to the time of Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, and is located on the road to Acco close to Tzefat.
I am told that archaeologists have been digging there illegally, and that skeletons have been
removed without any authority having been given to do so

8. Beit Shearim - The affected area is a cemetery in the lower Galil. I understand
that road repair crews came across a burial site, dug it up, removed the bones, and replaced the
area with dirt.

9., . Yaffo-Iam told that a private developer eradicated a large cemetery, in violation
of law and authority. 1 am also informed that Mayor Milo refused to meet with concerned
individuals to try to work out a compromise solution. [ am told that bones from the cemetery
were incorporated into the building materials.

10.  Beersheva - Two locations in the area are under concern. One is a large
cemetery that I understand is being dug up as part of an electrical power project. I am told that
the other is a cemetery where numerous graves are being dug up, and bones being thrown out

to make way for a new courthouse authorized by the government, specifically the Ministry of
Justice.

11, Mt_ﬂ.&m._&mal_m In the southern part of this ncighborhood road work
has taken place in the area of a burial cave. Demonstrations have occurred, but it is hoped that
this cave can be studiously avoided by the road crews.

In the near future I hope that Rabbi Ronald Greenwald will visit Israel, and it is

anticipated that he will visit some or all of these sites in an effort to help resolve the
abovementioned concerns,
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Accordingly, I would appreciate your conveying this correspondence to Prime Minister
Rabin, and I look forward to receiving a timely response from him about this matter.

With best wishes. \\lo
rely \l\\o‘

A

JAMIN A. GILMAN
Member of Congress

BAG/deb/phb :
cc:  Rabbi Abraham Weider. Village of Kiryas Joel
Rabbi Ronald Greenwald
Dr. Mandell Ganchrow. The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America




