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Hovember 15, 1988

The Honorable Yitzhak Shamir

Prime Minister of the State of Israel
Cffice of the Prime Mindster

3 FKaplan Streect

Jerusalem 91919, 1ISRAEL

Pear Mr, Prime Minister:

This is an urgent request that you consider the amending of the Law ofF Return
enormously damaging to the status of world Jewish unity.

The two encloscd statements of this Jewish community on this issue are:

1. Our stalement sent Lo Lhe Prime Minister din 1935 wrging the rejection of the
amendment, and

2. OQur reiteration of the original statement in the strongest possible terms,

fir, Prime KHinister, we are deeply concerned about the effect of such an amendment on
the [inancial contributions of our constituency te Israel - since over ninety-five
per cent of our contributors are reform amd conservative Jews. Our comnunity is
typical of other diaspora communities.

Respectfully yours, '

o D, AU
- |f
HORMAN . TILLES, President

Jewish Federation of Rhode 1sland

amg
Enecs,

CENTRAL FUND RAISING, COMMUNITY PLANNING, AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS AGENCY
130 SESSIONS STREET » PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02906 » 401-421-4111
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November 14, 1988

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
The Enesset
Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Prime Minister Shamir,

Since November 1, I have read my newspapers with a sense of £
and trembling. I wondered would you agree to join in a coalition wi
the Orthodox parties and accept a change in the Law of Return, would
you accept the "Enabling Law" - in other words, would you give in to
political black-mail?

This week-end on the front page of the N.¥Y. Times I received my
answer, you had given in. Prime Minister Shamir I must remind you
that in so doing you are threatening to tear the Jewish people in two.
Israel was established as a state in which all Jews could come and
live in freedom and safety. By agreeing to black-mail, you have
accepted the "fact" that Israel is not a home for all Jews, You have
accepted the "fact" that Israel is a home for only a small minority of
the Jewish people. By accepting these changes, Israel will become a
country in which there is freedom of religion for all, but Jews. The
Orthodox parties with your assistance and support, will limit the
religious freedoms of all Jews in the State of Israel. I urge you not
to 1let this happen. I urge you to stand up for freedom and true
Jewish values.

Prime Minister Shamir, if as reported by your press secretal’
you believe that this is an issue that will blow over, and that we as
liberal Jews will forgive the Israeli government, I believe you are
sadly mistaken. The changes in Israeli law that are now being
considered will have a lasting negative effect on Israeli society and
on Israel/Diaspora relations.

I thank you very much for your time and your consideration of
this matter.

b'Shalom

e, >~

Rabbi Andrew Straus

AS/1b )
Affiliated with the Union of Amerfcan Hebrew Congregations
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Jewish Federation Council of Los Angeles
6505 Wilshire Boulevard
Los Angeles, California 90048

This is to advise you that I am hereby disavowing
my pledge for the Israeli Bond which I made during
the High Holidays at my temple, Temple Ramat Zion,
this year.

I am highly disturbed by the agreement of the
Shamir government and the religious zealots to
enact legislation limiting who may be considered
a Jew. This flies in the face of all that is
morally justifiable and in no way will I continue
to support the State of Israel until this truly
unacceptable policy is renounced.

Sincerel

HAL BERNSON
Councilman, 12th Distric

HB:rl

Mof prinlmd o mailed &l gity aapenss
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Ly Sunae e nwnRn W 1en

Prime Minister
State of Israel
Prime Minister’s Office b -12- 1988
Jerusalem, Israel

910-1-=] yunren

Dear Prime Minister Shamir: o (l—L
Ehe (1)

We are writing to you at this time with warmth, affection and
support for the people and the State of Israel.

orY w117

Speaking on behalf of ourselves, the Combined Jewish
Philanthropies of Greater Boston, Inc., and many members of
our Boston Jewish community, we urge you to do everything
possible to remove the "Who is a Jew" issue from the current
negotiations on the formation of a new government. We
believe that any change in the Law of Return would:

- divide and harm the American Jewish community;

- damage American Jewish unity and support for
Israel;

- lead to a further deterioration of Israel’s image
among the general American population and, most
importantly;

- ultimately endanger the support of the American
people for Israel, thus posing a threat to Israel’s

security. .

As you know, the American Jewish community has always
supported, and will continue to support, Israel’s security
needs with a full heart and that, in large measure, our
efforts have been successful.

However, the combination of a change in the Law of Return and
its negative impact on the majority of American Jews, coupled
with the need to defend whatever steps any new Israeli
government may take with regard to the Intifada, may have a
completely unpredictable impact on the American Jewish
community’s support for Israel. The resulting confusion may
have a significantly negative impact on our ability to

Estabilmshed s 1895 « First coordaated communal and chantahle ederaton m the Umted States
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His Excellency yitzhak gshamir | :

prime Minister of 1erael : | BTARAT

Prime Minister's office ¢ - .

Hakirya ‘ 8 -1 1988 3
|

Jerusalem, Iasrael

Wio'i'\ s et
guo(\-1>
o T
You know my personal feelings about any attempt tO change the Law

of Return, the so-called "who is a Jew?" quaation. r '

pear Mr. prime Minister:

{eaving aside ™Y personal feelings, a2 nead of The natignal PAC
which will contribute over §1,200,000 to genate and Houde tandi-
dates of both partiea this year; let me assure that any!attempt
to change the taw of Return will have the most negative impact
on lgrael's position with America's political elite.

others can MOre directly discuss the impact on Jewish pbiyanthrnpy
that benefits 1srael, My area of knowledge jg Congress§ arjd the
gxecutive pranch and I can assure you that the gupport of American
Jews for 1srael plays 2 vital rele in keeping support d

at an axtraorﬁinarily high level. Any negative chande in the Law

of Return will geverly impact American Jewish support for Israel

and therefore will adversely affect congressional 5uppTrtlfor Israel.

please feel free to discuss the contents of this commuhiﬁﬁtion with
the leaders of Igrael's religious parties.

Top add a perscnal note, you know that two of my children were con-
verted according toO Halachic Lavw by a conservative Rabbi 1 know

active Jewlish supporters of fsrael in this country have family
mambers tO whom the Law of Return, if amended, would hpplLy negatively

{f they were tO make aliya.

! i
ab RS ST ETHRAIFT MEW TOEK EiA TR igoe o+ @ mam BED0 7 CHAL K nyopilf AT .:F s TELER pmad®
Lo Anarifa ES L] Lm0t~ L) oanis v [ 2 1
|
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His Excelle

Page 2
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November 4, 1988

I know that You know
Law of Return,

Warmest

MJ/bl

personal regardg,

ney Yitzhak Shamir

a time when our unity is of paramount imponta

ket

Lisdo

iNTEHNATIEh.IAL CRAEATIVE MANAGE MEMNT, INC.

much damage would be caused by amending the

the religions
doing unbelievable harm to Isrpel if

They will alse splif the
ce,

they

»  Bincerely,

MARVIN JOSEPHSON
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A drywgg '
The Honorable Yitshak Shamir
Prime Minister of //#2 0 -10- 1988
The State of Israel L _B_Q_Qé_‘g_rm,‘ .
Jerusalem, Israel J ‘ﬂ?—Sha S
Dear Prime Minister Shamir:

I am writing to ask for your assistance on behalf
of the Albert Einstein Academy of Wilmington,
Delaware.

The Albert Einstein Academy is a private Jewish day
school which offers a balanced program of general
and Judaic studies for kindergarten through the
elementary grades. It was founded in 1869 for the
purpose of giving Jewish children an

environment in which to achieve a positive self
identity and to develop a strong identification to
our people, our religion and to the land of Israel.

This year, to celebrate ocur Chai anniversary, we
plan to honor community leaders who have worked to
schieve the goals of the school over the past
eighteen years.

There is no appropriate way to thank those who will
be honored for all the work they have achieved;
however, a letter of recognition from the State of
Israel would be a cherished momento of this specisal
day.

Would you be kind enough to send an individual
letter for each honoree commemorating them for the
work they have accomplished that enabled the
dcademy to reach its eighteenth anniversary? We
would like to have the presentation ready

by November 10, 1888. A list of names is attached.

Your thoughtful consideration of this request will
be appreciated and remembered by all of us at the
Albert Einstein Academy.

Shalom,

Ao Diirmer

Steve Dunner
Vice President

A Constituent Agency of the Jewish Federation of Delaware
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AEA HISTORY

AEA is a private Jewish day school which
offers a balanced program of general and Judaic
studies for kindergarten through the elementary
grades. It was founded in 1969 for the purpose of
giving Jewish children an environment in which
to learn their heritage and achieve a positive self

identity.

In recognition of this worthy goal, AEA has
been made a Constituent Agency of the Jewish
Federation of Delaware and has received the
endorsement of the Rabbinical Association of
Delaware.

The school is, however, an independent
educational institution and is not affiliated with
any religious movement. lts students are
members of all the area synagogues and it draws
strength from this varied background.

In September 1984 AEA and the JCC joined
resources and merged their respective kinder-
gartens to create a program that would better
serve the needs of the community. This joint
kindergarten now offers parents the choice of a
full or half day session and the option of JCC day
care.

\

FACILITIES

THe AEA's physical facilities are located in the Harry and
Yetta Cohen Wing of the Jewish Community Center building in
Wilmington, Delaware. The wing houses administrative offices,
classrooms, and a science room. In addition, the school benefits
from its access to the Jewish Community Center's gymnasium,
swimming pool, and auditorium.

CURRICULUM

In general studies, the school offers a complete program of
language arts, social sciences, mathematics, and science.

The Judaic program includes the study of Hebrew language,
Bible, Jewish history and customs, and Jewish current events.

This integrated cirriculum emphasizes concepts and
philosophies that are part of the Jewish heritage and provides
the students with a meaningful understanding of their identity
and place in our contemporary American society.

FACULTY

AEA’s experienced faculty is composed of dedicated and
caring teachers who have demonstrated their ability to motivate
and bring out the best in each student. The small size classes
allow for an enviable teacher:pupil ratio and maximum
individual attention.




ADMISSIONS POLICY

Admission is based on the intellectual, social, and emotional
readiness for each child. The degree of religious observance of
the family is not a criterion for admission to the school.

The school is designed for parents who want their children to
learn the Jewish heritage and at the same time receive an
outstanding secular education. To this end, the Academy seeks
applications from those who will benefit from its combined
program and who have the qualifications to pursue it
successfully.

TUITION

Please see insert for up to date schedule of fees.
FINANCIAL AID
Scholarship assistance is available upon application.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone (302) 478-5026

Albert Einstein Academy

101 Garden of Eden Road
Wilmington, Delaware 19803
Phone (302) 478-5026

TYPOGRAPHY DONATED BY:
Wm. N. Canngraphics, Inc.

PRINTING DONATED BY.
Wm. N. Cann Printers, Inc.
1016 Delaware Avenue, Wilmington, DE 19806 658-7551/656-8155
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Donald L. Gartner Dr. Stephen D. Shapiro

Regional Director Chairman
'?*’"{” GBS
TPV BL U e
October 17, 1988 " ' ! i 1a‘= R
-7 -l 19

g#S‘R'_l Fritt 'vn
Prime Minister Yitzchak Shamir 6 - 2,

Office of the Prime Minister l7-5‘/\/’3—“- .
Kiryat Ben Gurion Yo CI"'LJ

Rupin Road - Bldg. #3
Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Prime Minister Shamir: F/

Very recently a prominent group of Technion supporters visited in Israel.
During a meeting with you, it was suggested by Maxwell Miller, one of
our most active supporters, that greater efforts needed to be made to
stimulate tourism to Israel. Upon his return to the United States Mr.
Miller took the initiative in developing the enclosed ads.

These ads were subsidized by El Al Airlines, the Israeli Government
Tourist Board, Unitours, Inc. and the American Technion Society.

It was published in two Jewish daily newspapers; Jewish Week in New York
and Jewish News in New Jersey, with a total circulation of 140,000
families.

We thought you, would be interested in seeing the enclosed ads. .

(b

“Donald L. Gart
Regional Director

DLG:srj
encl.

ce: Maxwell Miller

AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR TECHNION-—ISRAEL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

New York Metropeolitan Region
B10 Seventh Avenue, Suite 2400, New York, NY 10019 FAX # (212) 262-6155  (212) 262-6200
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Prime Minister Yitzhag Shamir

Honorable Sir:

CONGREGATION BETH DAVID n‘bwnnn ¥R 1T¢n
P! J/”§§32 Augusta Street, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 Brhuwyye

Shalom uvracha! We are writing to you as concerned ZionTets,
Americans and Jews. We would like to urge you and your Likkud Party to
advocate a just and viable peace settlement between the State of Israel
and the Palestinian people. Aware of the history of the Middle East
conflict between Jews and her Arab neighbors, we accept the fact that
when the State of Israel was created in 1948, the Palestinian refugee
problem was created not by Israel but by the surrounding Arab nations.
They refused to absorb the displaced population, making the Arab
residents of Palestine into international pawns in a high stakes chess
match. For this reality, we suspect that the Palestinians harbor at
least as much resentment for those Arab leaders as they harbor against
Israel. History also teaches us that the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation, created in 1965, two years before Israel occupied the West Bank
and Gaza, had as its original intent the "liberation" of the State of
Israel in order to create the so-called "secular Palestinian State".

However our stereotypes of the Palestinians obstruct all efforts
for peace. It is time to put the historical footnotes mentioned above
into the perspective of today'’s reality. The Palestinian people are in
many ways very unique in the Arab World. Not every Palestinian is a
member of the PLO. HNot every PLO supporter is a terrorist. Let us
recognize the PLO for what it is, an international organization with
all the trappings of a government in exile, with financial, social,
educational and health departments along with its infamous
military/terrorist branch.

For peace Israel must negotiate with the political representatives
of the Palestinian people. We do not have the luxury to chose our
enemies, they have chosen themselves for us. The Palestinian people do
exist as a national entity in 1988 even if their nationalism is new
founded. As Jews we should be flattered that the Palestinian national
movement has copied the Zionist movement of Herzl, Jabotinsky and
BenGurion. The proof of their success is that Israel is now resorting
to British Mandate Lav in order to suppress the Palestinian national
movement. How similar the Palestinians are to the Jews! Both people
have a diaspora with a highly successful, affluent exile community.
Like Jewg in America, Palestinians here have risen to prominence in the
legal, medical and education professions, among others. Like Jews
throughout the world, Palestinians financially support the national
rebirth in their ancestral land. And if deportation is the harshest
punishment that can be exacted against Palestinian activists, then
their love of the land is equally as great as our own. We should begin
to stress the commonality and strive for peace,based upon wmubual veoonticn.

It is time to stop fearing the Palestinians and begin to see them
as people who crave peace for their children as much as we do. After
all, the Palestinian people have never been in an army that has invaded
Israel. The State of Israel is strong enough militarily and socially
to withstand an outside attack. Is it strong enough to promote peace?

We want to recapture our uncompromised pride in Israel. Az Jews
and Zionists, we simply must reach out to the Palestinian people with a
gincere offer of peace. Let us make the first step, however you feel

that step may be taken. Be assured that our support and commitment to
Eretz Yisrael and Medinat Yisrael will never falter.

Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Harry HManhoff and members,if Coﬁarﬁartﬁ?gypeth David
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS
October 17, 1988 B
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Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 20 -10- 1988
Kiryat Ben-Gurion 2&9-!‘-!__ | LA RT
Jerusalem ‘ i [1';) i

I am plea=zed to share with you a resolution adopted this week by

the American Jewish Congress Convention meeting in Jerusalem. As

you will see, this resclution bears directly and eritically upon

issues in the current political campaign, and indeed, upon the .
future of relations between American Jews and Israel.

Dear Prime Minizgter Shamir:

We would, of course, welcome the opportunity to discuss this
matter in greater detail, should you so desire, Our office in
Jerusalem is always available to make arrangements for this
purpose, as is our national office in New York.

Si7?arely. .
<. U
T AU
Leona Chanin

Treasurer

LC:ml
attach.

STEPHEN WISE CONGRESS HOUSE - 13 EAST 84TH STREET - NEW YORK, N.Y, 10078 (212)H79.4%%



AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 1988 CONVENTION
JERUSALEM, ISRAEL
OCTOBER 12-18, 1988

RESOLUTION

"Having been impressed with the need to protect and promote
the kind of religious pluralism essential to the maintenance of a
democratic Jewizh state, and

"Recognizing the need for preventing any event that would
alienate the American Jewish Community for the people of Israel, .
or undermine the unity of the Jewish people throughout the world,

"WE THEREFORE RESOLVE to support and encourage those groups
in Israel who are resisting changes in the Law of Return as it
applies to the definition of Who is a Jew.

"In particular, we call on the major political parties in
Israel to pledge that they will refrain from using their position
on the Law of Return as a bargaining chip in forming a
post-election coalition.

"We believe the principle inherent in this issue must
transcend the prospect of partisan political gain.

"It would be shameful and a betraval of Jewish unity to trade
on this principle to win political advantage."

*¥ ¥ % % % % % .
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Honorable Yitzchak Shamir
Prime Minister of the State of Israel i % ‘fﬂ" Bty |
Prime Ministers Bureau 930 f {. i
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Dear Mr. Prime Minister, A . Ha

Over the past number of years, the Law of Return and specifically the clause

on the definition of "Who is a Jew" has been presented for amendment several
times to the Knesset. The Council of Jewish Federations, as the Convenor of
the North American coalition of Jewish MNational organizations including the
United Jewish Appeal, the United Israel Appeal of the United States, the United
Israel Appeal of Canada and others, and representing its 200 North American
member community Federations, has expressed its position on this through various
Resolutions. The most pertinent Resolution on this issue was passed on

September 15, 1987 at the CJF Board of Directors meeting. The essence of this
Resolution is as follows:

"....The issue (of "Who is a Jew") with its ideological, moral and

communal implications, should not be decided in the context of
political accommodation, or of ensuring the maintenance or downfall
of a particular government. World Jewry should not be divided by a
political approach to the issue. We urge the leaders of Labour,
Likud and the other Israeli political parties to pledge that they
will not deal with this issue in such a manner. We urge their
supporters to call on them to make such a pledge .., ."
On the eve of elections for the Twelfth Knesset, we wish to once more indicate
our commitment to the idea that the issue of "Who ie a Jew" should neither be
in the political arena, nor should it be used as a negotiating position in the
formation of the next government of Isracl. We cannot stress strongly enough .
our belief that any other course will only lead to a serious rift in what has

been until now the unity of the Jewish people in the Diaspora and between the
Diaspora and the State of Israel.

We know your commitment and dedication to maintain this anity in Israel as well
as among the Jewish people worldwide.

We wish you weéll in the upcoming election with our fervent hope and prayer for
a safe and secure Israel.

Sincerely, {;:' S
Mdf z l.__—.[ L(., __— {l_\,_:r"ll.; L

LA
MANDELL L. BERMAN, President SHOSHANA S. CARDIN, Chairperson
Council of Jewish Federations CJF Committee on "Who is a Jew"

11 Pinsker St., Jerusalem, 92228 w 02-633614, 636850 m 92228 .0%wi , 1 171009 M




Jerusalem, September 8, 1988.
927-4

Dear Rabbi Lehrman,

It gives me pleasure to join in the well-deserved tributes
that are being paid to you in recognition of your outstanding
leadership and services to your community over a long period of time.

In your capacity as Rabbi and Teacher you have educated and
inspired large numbers of members of your own community and the wider
community in the spirit of Ahavat Israel and Ahavat Eretz Israel, which

is expressed in your mannifold Zionist activities throughout the United
States.

I wish you continued success in your work in good health and
strength.

Yours sincerely

Yitzhak Shamir,

Rabbi Dr. Irving Lehrman
Temple Emanu-El

Greater Miami, Florida
UusaA




CLAUDE PEPPER

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515
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July 28, 1988
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Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter which I sent to you some time
ago, requesting a greeting to be included in the Tribute Album
which will be published in conjunction with a dinner honoring
Dr. Irving Lehrman, rabbi of Temple Emanu-El of Greater Miami.

Because Rabbi Lehrman is such an unusual leader on behalf of
the total community, and because a message from you would do
much to enhance the 500-page book which is being distributed
at the Fontainebleau Hilton Hotel on Saturday night,
December 17, 1988, I repeat my request to you.

Should you have any questions about either the function or
your letter, please write to Helene Pacin, dinner coordinator,
at Temple Emanu-El, 1701 Washington Avenue, Miami Beach,
Florida 33139. You may telephone Mrs. Pacin at area code 305-
535-3125.

Thank you again for your cooperation, and best wishes for a
healthy and happy summer.

Sincerely,




Jerusalem, September 7, 1988,
916-4
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Dear Dr. Rosov,

Please convey my greetings to all the members of your
synagogue as you celebrate your 36th. Anniversary which coincides, more
or less, with the 40th. Anniversary of the State of Israel.

The renewal of our independence has given new life to our
nation, but we dare not take this great achievement for granted. It is
the duty of every Jew to strengthen Israel, to stand with Israel in
good times and in more difficult periods.

Your synagogue too has, I am sure, become a center of life for
your community, in which you uphold our ancient traditions and pass
them on to the younger generation. Jewish education is the most
important and meaningful task that you can perform, especially if that
education focuses on Israel, the center of Jewish life and thought.

I wish you a happy celebration, continued progress and
success.

Sincerely,

Yitzhak Shamir

Dr. Hiram Rosov

Jewish Community Center
of Alden Terrace

51 Seaton Place

Valley Stream, NY 11580
UsSA




Jerusalem, September 7, 1988.
916-4
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Dear Dr. Rosov,

Please convey my greetings to all the members of your
synagogue as you celebrate your 36th. Anniversary which coincides, more
or less, with the 40th. Anniversary of the State of Israel.

The renewal of our independence has given new life to our
nation, but we dare not take this great achievement for granted. It is
the duty of every Jew to strengthen Israel, to stand with Israel in
good times and in more difficult periods.

Your synagogue too has, I am sure, become a center of life for
your community, in which you uphold our ancient traditions and pass
them on to the younger generation. Jewish education is the most
important and meaningful task that you can perform, especially if that
education focuses on Israel, the center of Jewish life and thought.

I wish you a happy celebration, continued progress and
success.

Sincerely,

Yitzhak Shamir

Dr. Hiram Rosov

Jewish Community Center
of Alden Terrace

51 Seaton Place

Valley Stream, NY 11580
Usa
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JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF ALDEN TERRACE

825-2090 502 NORTH CEHTRWVRI:L&T STR
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Prime Minister
Honorable Yitzchak Shamir
Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Mr., Prime Minister:

On October 30, 1988 our synagogue will be celebrating

2/

. St

its 36th anniversary... twice Chai.

As this celebration is most meaningful to us we would
deem it a great honor if you would write a message to

August 17, 1988

, N.Y. 1580

us which we will reprint on the first page of our

souvenir journal, If you could send us an a

it would be greatly appreciated.

VA 5-8758
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ppropriate picture

Our very best wishes to you for success and good health, and

may the New Year bring a lasting peace to Israel and
throughout the entire mideastern region.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and kind consideration.

Please send your correspondence

to my home address:

Dr., Hiram Rosov

51 Seaton Place

Valley Stream, N,Y, 11580

JEROME DATTELKRAMER, Rabbi

ED GOLUB HERMAN LEWIS
VICE-PRESIDENT, FUND RAISING TREASURER
LEC SCHWIMMER PHILIP RAVSKI
VICE-PRESIDENT, MEMBERSHIP FINANCIAL SECRETARY
MORRIS WARHOFTIG SOL GARDNER
VICE-PRESIDENT, FROGRAM CORRES. SECRETARY
MARTIN SAFREN EMANLUEL BIERMAN
VICE-PRESIDENT, HOUSE RECORDING SECRETARY

=iy Py

Very respectfully yours,

s I &

Dr, Hiram (Chaim) Rosov

RICHARD L. KLEINER, President

GABBAIM

ANDRE LICHTMAN
PHILIF RAVSKI

PAST PRESIDENTS

* AL EISNER
STANLEY JUSTER
MEYER LEVINE
SANDERS ACKER
ALAN LOWY
HIRAM ROSOV
IRA WEXNER
SEYMOUR GUTTENPLAN
* ELI N. COHEN
ANDHRE LICHTMAN
ALBERT CARMEN
ARTHUR BUDMAMN
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of San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma Counties

OFFICERS
President

Diowsglis M. Heldler

Sieya Kaplan ] L A
Abvin T, Levitt =2 l'"!
Diarald E Mewman, M.D September 5, 1989

Shuard Seiler

Treasurer

Donald Sweet

Assistant Treasarer

Medvin Wasserman Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir

apise 1 The Knesset

s e e Jerusalem
Ansociate Frevutive I EE.IEH. E ko

[Hreciors

Phiyllis Cook

Evan Mendebin F i )
BOARD OF DIREC TOHRS Dear Prime Minister Shamir:
Stuart Arosglf

Ralrbi Mt hasl Barenbaum

parkuy Please forgive us for our belated thanks for your meeting

Botty Decifuss with us when we were in Israel in June at the Jewish

i Falen Agency Assembly. Things are supposed to slow down 1n the
Stwear H Forrman summer months, but they have defintely not done so in our
R!mﬂ.mm’g!m JEHTSh WDF‘]d.

loin . Galdman

Diouglas Herst

g We did appreciate the opportunity to meet with you and
o Harry Horowitz, sc that we might express to you concerns

ol NN regarding the numbers of Soviet Jews coming into the U.S.,

mﬂ%ﬂ;:n and our hopes that the State of Israel would take much
Susin E Lomtnibarn more seriously their efforts to get the Soviet Jews to
Siwrs Lei Mewman come tcﬁ I srae ] 5

Samuel Maoily

Barry |. Oberstein, M.

o B D As we told you, we want the Soviet Jews to go to Israel,
Marc | Ruseabers but unless we know that there is a great concerted effort

Adriana Ryan

Mudcleine Simborg on behalf of the government to solve the problems of

Rabert C Sesnick

et housing and jobs, 1t becomes difficult in good conscience
Epntued Tandowsky to do s0.

Phyllis Wasserman

Faul Weisa

Fhods Welfe

Richard Wallack We know you have many other problems facing you, but do

Justh Zimmerman . . . . 7
vt et e AR trust that you are instituting within your government, the
jerome | Beaun means by which some of our concerns are addressed.

Richard 3. Goddman

Frances [0 Green

Poter E. Flain With warmest regards for a healthy and happy New Year.
Ron Kaufman

Evfnlurd A Lidas

Lot E Sincerely,

Robert E Sinton

Johim H Sfeihari — -
Mebwin M. Swig I \_:
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Mount Zion Hospital and e
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The Right Honorable aﬁﬂ (=) pnn ron

Yitzhak Shamir v _IILL— ?-/

Prime Minister of Israel
Office of the Prime Minister
Kiryat Ben Gurion

Jerusalem .

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

This is to confirm the arrangements made by telephone through our office
that you will meet with Officers of the National Jewish Communi ty
Relations Advisory Committee during their up-coming visit to Israel.

We understand that you have agreed to make yourself available on Friday,
November 3rd, 1989, between the hours of 9:00-10:00 a.m. This session

is to be held at your office.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to call. Thank you for
your assistance and cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

Lz

Linda Epstein
Associate Director =

c.¢. Harry Hurwitz

11 Pinsker 5t., Jerusalem 92228 = Tel. 02-633614, 636850 .50 w Fax. 02-666223 Dj7o m 92228 0'Twin 1137010 3Im
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\/ Director
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The Right Honorable 2_10,_(:__&)_ wrn ton
Yitzhak Shamir 1 /!l g -i_ 9_/

Prime Minister of Israel
Office of the Prime Minister
Kiryat Ben Gurion

Jerusalem I

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

This is to confirm the arrangements made by telephone through our office

that you will meet with CGfficers of the National Jewish Community |
Relations Advisory Committee during their up-coming visit to Israel.

We understand that you have agreed to make yourself available on Friday,

November 3rd, 1989, between the hours of 9:00-10:00 a.m. This session

is to be held at your office.

Should you have any guestions, please feel free to call. Thank you for
your assistance and cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,
Linda Epstein

Associate Director

c.c. Harry Hurwitz

11 Pinsker St., Jerusalem 92228 m Tel. 02-633614, 636850 .70 = Fax. 02-666223 .02 = 52228 07w .11 7702'9 2IM
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99 PARK AVENUE [ NEW YORK, NY. 10018 (1 TELEPHONE (212) 818-9100
CABLE ADDRESS: LJAPPEAL, HEW YORK T FACSIMILE (212) 818-8509
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August 17, 1989

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
Office of the Prime Minister
Jerusalem

Dear Mr. Shamir:

On behalf of the United Jewish Appeal, I want to extend
my warmest personal thanks to you for addressing the 1990
UJA Prime Minister’s Mission on Friday afternoon, August
4. We especially appreciated your making time for us
despite your very busy schedule and the many key events
which were unfolding at that time.

Your stirring talk, reminding us of the importance of a

strong Israel which Jews throughout the world rally to
was profoundly moving, on target and was just the right
message to send our participants.

All of us at the UJA appreciate your ongoing support.
Warmest regards.

incerely,

fll'"} .
David Hermelin
Chairman, Prime Minister’s Mission

Chairman,

HNadlonal Women's Divighan
o 1 (0T

Presidant,

National Women's Divigion
AIDITH & LEYY
Chalrman,

Youmg Leadership Cabine|
FRAHN § HAGELBERG
Chairman, Young Fhmen's
Leadership Cabined

AMY W DEAW

Chairman,

Businass and Professianal
Women's Councll

BETTY BYPHES

Chairman,

Rabbinic Cabinet

ARS HOTMMAY . PATT
Chairman,

Universily Programs
Advisory Board

LEWeS NORRY

Chairman,

Nowth Amarican

Jdewrah Fooum

ECWARD B PRORIN
Honorary Natonal Cha
HERSCHEL W RLLIMAERG
T & FIFLD

MAX W FISHER

ErmaRD Gpesarpg
ALCXAMDIN GRASS
FRAKK B LATENBERD
ROAERT E LOU™

WILLIE POSENWALD
MARTIHF STEIN
LEQHARD A STRELITE

UJA AT 50: CHALLENGE AND CHANGE .

ON BEHALF OF UNITED ISAAEL APPEAL L] JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE L1 NEW YORK ASSOCIATION FOR NEW AMERICANS
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Dedicated e CLARIFICATION and RESTORATION of BIBLICAL TRUTHS

/ EMMANUEL INSTITUTE

P.0. BOX 32762
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85064

g yo (-2
12th, August 1988

E[EE::;]‘ Pra::l-r; ( DID your Grandmother, NOT call you Yitzah ? )

Dear LOYAL Patriet,

Please do not MIS-interpet my contacting you, regarding the matter
previously forwarded,

The PRESENT circumstances, — was forseen and the previous suggest=
ions, were HOPED to be groundwork for a POSSIBIE fulfilment of YOUR

ultimate goal,

Due to PRESENT circumstances, — the following suggestion, = is HUMBLY
offered,

At first, = I theught to mail a SUGGESTED news item te the newspapers,
( net trying to play a reporter ) = ( an item that COULD start a ned-
e thought in the minds of PALESTINIANS,) = an item that CAN Yead
to the BIRTH - of a NEW and PEACEFUL desiring NEW Leader = for a TRUE
benefit to BOTH Peoples and causes invelved,

After CAREFUL thought, » I knew THAT approach , would be in DISRESPECT
to YOUR needed consideratien and approval,

THEREFCRE, = I enclose the ITEM referred to = for YOUR decisiony

( ITEM attatched, )

With BEST wishes to you and yeurs and a SPECIAL concern for eur
beloved MENECHAM, whose heaviness we ALL feel, I close

For now = and AIWAIS,

your friend,
. ol
?T;.;;}J“-' witl '1*|'n . C P e CT AL, (
u?'?'.“."-" i
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An OPEN letter
T0

lﬂﬁ&lﬂ ARAFAT

FPalestinians = who you CLATM to
seek security and happiness FOR

- are NOW with an opportunity te
accept and ENJOY a State ef their
oun = BUT = it is NOT pessible as
long as YOU = harber hatred and
malice = which will NEVER be wel-
came by Israel and its Peoples.

YOU can PROVE yourLOYALTY and TRUE
concerns for your Fellew Falestine-
ians - by humbly and GRACEFULLY -
encouraging your Follawers to se—
lect an henerable man frem among

the SUFFERS of the unfortunate cire
cemestances = to replace you in your
present pesition as Leader -~ so that
HE = will be accepted by the State of
Israel = and THAT - could END the ex-
isting miseries of your People,

‘That]ﬂrmrgoa.l = is it NOT ????l

!







THE WOMEN'S ZIONIST

HADASSAH ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA, INC.
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Dear Colleagues:

I take great pleasure in announcing the recent election of Carmela E.
Kalmanson as the National President of Hadassah for 1988/89.

Mrs. Kalmanson was installed at Hadassah's 74th Annual Convention which
took place last week in Chicago, Illinois. She takes up the mantle of
leadership from Ruth W. Popkin who conpleted four outetanding years as our
national leader.

Mre. Kalmanson has an exceptional record of service to the Jewish
cammmnity and Hadassah. I am confident that your agency will maintain its
cooperative and constructive relationship with Hadassah through your
contact with Mrs. Kalmanson, sO that together we can contimue to serve the
Jewish people and Israel.

Please place Mrs. Kalmanson on your 1ist to receive all official
invitations and notices, along with the Executive Director, as the top
representatives of Hadassah.

With cordial wishes,
Aileen Novick

Eyecutive Director

AN/sg
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Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir “““LL“iQF'j"J
Kiryat Ben-Gurion l\j::ﬁ"'u :
Jerusalem

August 11, 1988

Dear Prime Minister Shamir:

You may recall that when last we met we agreed on the urgent
need to improve the level of visits to Israel by American

Jews and on the importance of dispelling the unfortunate and
erroneous feeling that it is dangerous or uncomfortable to
visit Israel at this time. I am pleased therefore to write

you that our Biennial National Convention, which we began in
Philadelphia this Spring, will reconvene in Israel for a
week during the period of October 12-17.

As I think I have indicated to you, 1988 is a special year
for the American Jewish Congress, for it marks our T0th
Anniversary. Since much of the work of our organization
almost from the ocutset has centered around the promotion and
support of a secure and democratic Jewish state, we decided
at the beginning of the Year to combine the year-long
celebration= of ocur 70th Anniversary with the celebration of
Israel's 40th. Indeed, every event we have held during this
year has had as its theme, both the 70th Anniversary of the

American Jewish Congress and the 40th Anniversary of the .
State of Israel. This has been a happy, dual celebration
for us.

We regard our visit to Israel in October as the culmination
of these events. To mark this very special occasion we have
arranged a program during that Wweek designed specifically to
acknowledge and underscore the enormous Progress Israel has
made during these 40 difficult years.
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Principal address at our closing banquet at 7 P.m., Monday,
October 17. But if that jg not feasible, we would be glagd

Cordially,

Robert K. Lifton
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Dear Colleagues:

I take great pleasure in amouncing the recent election of Carmela E.
Kalmanson as the Maticnal President of Hadassah for 1988,/89,

Mrs. Kalmanson was installed at Hadassah's T4th Annual Convention which .
took place last week in Chicago, Illinois. She takes up the mantle of
| leadership from Ruth W. Popkin who completed four outstanding years as our

| Mrs. Kalmanson has an exceptional record of service to the Jewish
canmnity and Hadassah. I am confident that your agency will maintain its
cooperative and constructive relationship with Hadassah through your
contact with Mrs. Kalmanson, so that together we can continue to serve the
Jewish people and Israe].

Please place Mrs. Kalmanson on your list to receive all official

| invitations and notices, along with the Executive Director, as the top
representatives of Hadassah,

With cordial wishes ‘

Aileen Novick
Executive Director
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JACOB and LIBBY GOODMAN ZOA HOUSE 4 EASTITHSTREET.NY N Y 11016 W

FOR INFORMATION COMNIAL T

Paul Flacks (212) 481-1500

ZOA YOUNG LEADERSHIP ACTIVIST VICTIM OF ARAB TERRORISM
Rita Levine Memorial Service, July 31, 1989 in Philadelphia

Press Advisory

NEW YORK, New York - July 27, 1989 - Rita Susan Levine, member of the ZOA
Philadelphia Board and founder of ZOA Young Adults, was a victim ol Arab Terrorism as a
passenger in the bus assaulted recently by a Palestinian Arab. Public memorial services will be held
on Monday, July 31, 1989 at 12:00 noon at the Dilworth Plaza in Philadelphia. Officiating will
be the Young Adults of the ZOA Greater Philadelphia District.

Levine, 39, was a lawyer who, since 1979 was an assistant defender with the Public
Defenders Association. She was a strong advocate for the rights of the mentally ill, and ardent
Zionist who visited Israel numerous times and was there to improve her Hebrew and take the bar
examination that would enable her to practice law there.

The sister of Rita, Joan Levine, and her brother-in-law, Edward Ross, will participate in the
memorial service. Other participants will be Rabbi Sidney Greenberg of Temple Sinai; Murray H.
Shusterman, a member of the Philadelphia Bar Association and Board of Directors, Temple
University; Lewis B. Dashe, president of the Mid-Atlantic Region of the Zionist Organization of
America; Dr. Franklin Littell, founder of Ann Frank Institute; the Honorable Joseph Coleman, .
president of the Philadelphia City Council; the Honorable W. Wilson Goode, Mayor of
Philadelphia; the Honorable Amnon Efrat, Israel Consul; Albert Liss, Director of the Mid-Atlantic
Region of the ZOA; and, Cantor Malcolm James.

Y

#.
Presiding will be Joseph L. Huscher, president of the Greater Philadelphia Dlslnct of the
ZOA and Craig Blackman, president of the ZOA Young Adults,
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GREATER PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT

o326 SOUTH 16TH STREET, SUITE 1303, PHILADEPHIA, PA 18102 » (215) 546-1410

IN HMEMORIUM
RITA SUSAN LEVINE
1950 - 1989

o

TERROR HAS STRUCK HOME

The latest victim of Arab terrorists, who have carried on a world wide
bloodbath in their attempt to obliterate Isrzel, is our own beloved Rita
Levine, a member of the Greater Philadelphia District Board of Directors, &n
active leader of ZOA's Young Adults and a frequent participant in Jewish Cultural
Society luncheon forums.

Rita was one of 15 passengers killed in the crash of a bus deliberately sent
plunging over a cliff in Israel by a Palestinian Arab inflamed by four decades of
violence directed against Jews and Israel,

Rita was a warm, vital person, with a deep sense of idealism and a passionate
love for lerael. She had made numerous trips to Israel and was contemplating
Aliyah, Indeed her visit to Israel this time was for the purpose of Lmproving
her Hebrew and making it possible for her to pass the Israeli bar examination
so that she could practice law there. Her dediecation and devotion earned her
the love and the respect of all who knew her.

The tragedy is that her death had no purpose other than to satisfy the hatred
of the criminal who pecpetrated this heinous atrocity.

We urge you to communiate your sympathy to her family:
The Rita Levine Family
c/o Edward Ross
1211 Dillon Road
Fort Washington, PA 13034

Z0A will hold a public memorial service Monday, July 31, 12:00 Noon at
Dilworth Plaza, the west side of City Hall.

FPlease make every effort to be there. Urge others to join you.
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The Honorable Mr. Yitzchak Shamir BrYwyyr
e The Office of the Prime Minister
fk 3 Kaplan Street 24 -NA- 1988
Kiryat Ben-Gurion ol 6 S :
mgﬁ%ﬂgﬁﬂm Jerusalem, Israel 91919 _‘“J/‘:IJ}!EE:J PR |
e Flgunc b FE7]=2.)........
Dear Mr. Shamir: - —
TREASURER
o We take great pleasure in addressing you on behalf of
NATIONAL BOARD our youngest members - our WIZO youth. The motto of our '
Inge Ehrmann organization is "Children Are The Future" and this year we
Dalyo Luthwak have given new meaning to that phrase with the creation of
hﬁ;ﬂgﬁgﬂ;g”z Junior WIZO, for Jewish boys and girls aged 13-18,
Aida Kaufer
Marla Biller To mark the celebrations of the Fortieth Anniversary of
fg:g’ggﬁ the State of Israel, our Junior WIZO division planned and
Susan Shankmaon carried out a gala Blue and White Ball for teenagers and their
parents last Fall. The Ball afforded our boys and girls an
opportunity to create and be part of a speclal event celebrating
their commitment to their counterparts in Israel. This experience
also marked, for many of them, the beginning of their direct
involvement in the charitable aspects of our Jewish tradition.
Proceeds from the evening went to our WIZO Day Care Centers
in Israel.
To culminate our Anniversary Year celebrations, Junior
WIZO is producing a special commemorative Yearbook. We would
be greatly honored if you would send a message of congratulations
to Junior WIZO which will be printed in the Yearbook. Our boys .
and girls are working very hard to make sure that their project
is a success and a letter from you would be a great inspiration
to them.
Thanking you in advance for your cooperation, I remain,
Sincerely yours,
a
{ I.l
Maya Cohen
Chairman
WIZD New York
2O FEDERATIONS:
el Balglurn & Chile Denmark Semmany Guatemala  Jomaica MNoraorny South Afrca Unuguay
1anting Luxembourg  Colombia Ecuodor Gibraltar Helland Kenyo Panama Spain LI5.A
stralio Bolivia Congo B Salvodor  Great Britain - Honduros Menico Foraguay  Sweden Venezuela
iﬂl‘iu Brexzll Costa Rica Frdand & lrelond Ity Mew Zealand  Paru Switzerlond Zambia

bados Canada Curacoo France Greece Jopan Nicaragua Fortugal Trinicdad Zimbabwa
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Mge. Lesle .
CBS News 2 3 -08-_1989 1
20-20 M Street NW ——

Washington, D. C. 20036

Dear Ms. Stahl

The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of
America represents 1,000 synagogues throughout the length
and breadth of the United States and is the single largest
orthodox Jewish organization in this country.

Yesterday, I watched your interview of Israel's
Defense Minister Yitzchak Rabin on Meet the Press.
Unfortunately, your questioning demonstrated a bias against
Israel - the only democracy in the Middle East and a world
leader in the fight against terrorism.

I believe that you also conveyed an erroneous
impression of how the man on the street views the Israeli
commando action. Most Americans were proud that there
was one country in the world - Israel - that took some
action that hopefully will lead to the release of the hostages
and demonstrated to the terrorists that they are not beyond
the reach of the free world. The battle against terrorism
would be better served by a supportive attitude on your
part of the Israeli action.

I am confident that if we all take a firm stand against

terrorism and in support of those who are fighting
terrorism we will one day see the hostages free.

Sincerealy i :
’
SK:LBE Sidney Lwest&l

President
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August 7, 1989

Mr. Gabe Pressman
NEC News

30 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, NY 10021

Dear Mr. Pressman

The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of
America reprsents 1,000 synagogues throughout the length
and breadth of the United States and is the single largest
orthodox Jewish organization in the country.

Last night I heard your commentary on the Middle
East hostage situation. I was amazed that you used the
same language to describe the taking of Col. Higgins by
terrorists and the taking of Sheik Obeid by the Israelis.
There is, as you well know, a world of difference between
the Hezbollah terrorist organization that kidnaps and
murders hostages and the Israeli government that captured
a central Hezbollah terrorist, Sheik Obeid, who has admitted
that Col. Higgins was held in his own house. To put it
mildly, it was inappropriate to use the term kidnapping to
describe the Israeli action in which Sheik Obeid was seized
by the Israelis.

I am confident that if we all take a firm stand againet
terrorism and in support of those who are fighting
terrorism we will one day see the hostages free.

Sincerely,
Sidney Kwestel
President

SK:LB
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August 7, 1989

Secretary Jack F. Kemp

Secretary, Housing and Urban Development
251 Tth Street, 5. W.

Washington, D. C. 20410

Dear Secretary Kemp:

The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America
represents 1.000 synagogues throughout the length and
breadth of the United States and is the single largest
orthodox Jewish organigzation in this country.

I wish to commend you for your forthright statement in
support of Israel's blow against terrorism. Your denunciation
of Senator Dole's criticism of the commando raid came at a
critical moment and, hopefully, brought home to the Republican
leadership that if the free world is to succeed in its fight
against terrorism it must condemn the terrorists for their
murderous action and not blame the one democracy that was
prepared to take action against the terrorists.

I
As you well recognize, our country must lead the free !
world in the fight against terrorism. This requires that we
support, and not condemn actions taken against terrorists. I
am sure that your statements were very helpful in this

regard.

Thank you for speaking out and for your resoclute
support of a strong America-Israel relationship which is, and
always has been, in the best interests of this country and the
free world.

S%?cerely‘ : [ .

Sidney’ Kwestel
President

SK:LB
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

August 2, 1985

The Honorable George Bush
President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W,
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of
America represents 1,000 synagogues throughout the length
and breadth of the United States and is the single largest
orthodox Jewish organization in this country.

As the world’'s leading power, the United States has
an obligation to lead in the battle against terrorism.
Indeed, the people of this country look to you, Mr.
President, to provide the necessary leadership at this time.

The murder of Lieutenant Col. William Higgine by the
Hezbollah terrorists must be condemned in the strongest
possible terms. What is more, Mr. President, I believe that
we must call upon the leaders of Western Europe to
unequivocally and publicly condemn this barbaric act.

This is certainly not a time for vacillation or
equivocation. The response to date from the top leadership
of our country has sent the wrong signal to the terrorists.
Instead of praising Israel for demonstrating to the
terrorists that they are not beyond the reach of the
democratic free world, statements have been made which
imply criticism of Israel for seizing the very man who is at
the hub of the Hezbollah's terrorist actions, a threat to all
innocent people throughout the world.

I believe, Mr., President, that at this time the White
House should release a statement by you condemning in the
strongest of terms the Hezbollah terrorists who murdered



Colonel Higgens and reaffirming the right of Israel, and any
other nation subjected to terrorism, to take such action as
18 necessary to protect its citizens and to secure the
release of hostages.

It would be more than tragic were the Hezbollah or
any other terrorist organization to believe they were
granted a license to be frze from the type of action taken
by Israel. This will embolden terrorists worldwide and lead
to a further escalation of barbaric acts.

Mr. President, you have always stood up for human
rights throughout the world. In the past you have spoken
out forcefully against terrorism. This is the time when
strong leadership is necessary to galvanize the world
against the proliferation of terrorism.

I believe that the New York Times editorials of
yesterday and today deserve your careful consideration
and am enclosing copies for your convenience.

SK:LB Sidney Kwestel
enc,
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

August 2, 1989

Senator Robert Dole

Senate Office Building

141 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 21205

Dear Senator Dole:

The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of
America represents 1,000 synagogues throughout the length
and breadth of the United States and is the single largest
orthodox Jewish organization in this country.

As Senate Minority Leader, the people in the United
States look to you for leadership and direction. This is a
time when clear and unequivocal statements condemning
terrorism are necessary - not statements criticizing those
who have taken action against the terrorists.

Mr. Dole, Israel brought home to the terrorists a clear
and unequivocal message that they are not beyond the
reach of the free world. Your statement should have lauded
that operation. At the very least, it is essential to refrain
from making statements which implictly send a message to
the Hezbollah - the murderers of Colonel Higging - that they
can carry on with impunity.

What is necessary now is an unequivocal statement by
you and the entire Senate condemning the Hezbollah
murderers and reaffirming the right of those subjected to
terrorism to undertake military action against the terrorists.
This is not a time for ambiguous diplomatic statements which
send a message of weakness and indecision.

This is the time for the United States to provide
leadership in the fight against terrorism. I respectfully
request that you help to galvanize this country and the
entire free world in taking resolute action against the
Hezbollah.




I believe that the New York Times editorials of

yesterday and today deserve your careful attention and am
enclosing copies for your convenience.

Respectfully
%‘A wh;&
SK:LB Sidney Kwestel
enc.




A Hoc Committee for UJA and JNF Funding for Jews of e
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, Gaza and the Golan Heights
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e ' August 5, 1988
Mr. Irving Kessler — — —1
Executive Viece Chairman iniuﬂuhﬁ ) i -t
United Israel Appeal i A
515 Park Avenue i 9 § . 1988

New York, N.¥Y. 10022

533/
40/1-7)
Pursuant to several telephone conversations with Michael Teplow, Esg.,
this letter confirms our readiness to meet with you at 515 Park Avenue.

Dear Mr. Kessler,

We understand that Herman Markowitz, the newly-appointed Vice Chairman
of UIA,will be present as well as Stanley Horowitz - President,
National UJA, Morton A. Kornreich - Chairman, National UJA, Peggy
Tishman - President, New York UJA, Henry Taub - Chairman, UIA, and
Edgar L. Cadden- Chairman, UIA Jewish Agency Committee. During one
of the early conversations with Mr., Teplow, Co Chairman of the Ad Hoc
Committee for UJA and JNF Funding for Jews of Jerusalsm, Judea, Samaria,
Gaza and the Golan Heights, you had mentioned that it would be im-
possible to arrange for all of the above to participate on short notice.
Since, due to that problem, we are no longer discussing an early date
and anticipate the attendance of all of them. To save time, we hereby
submit the following three dates: August 31, September 7 or 29. (1988)

In view of the fact that both you and we agree in principle that all
Jews must be treated equally and no deserving Jew should be the
object of discrimination, we are confident that the following agenda
will be acceptable to you.

1., The meeting will confirm that the sole criterion for dis- .
bursement of charitable funds be demonstrated need, regardless
of the political or religious connection of the receipient or
the area of his/her residence, it being understood that only
Jews may be the recipients of such charitable funds.

2. This meeting will take into consideration past and present
UJA/UIA policy in oreder to rectify the past imbalance.

3. This meeting will discuss changes in the present funding
policy and methods of distribution, in order to reach all of
the needy among the 185,000 Jews of Eretz Yisrael not presently
helped by UJA/UIA agencies because of their areas of residence.
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Once again, we welcome this long-sought opportunity to discuss this
matter and are looking forward to a sure and rapid end to this problem.
Be assured that it is our goal to discontinue all activities and
proceedures presently being undertaken in this effort: and, will take
the necessary steps to do so upon the satisfactory conclusion of this
dispute.

Sincerely,

HNaeat )ya-u_.__‘

Hadassah Marcus

Co Chairman

Ad Hoc Committee for UJA and JNF
Funding for Jews of Jerusalem,
Judea, Samaria, Gaza and the
Golan Heights .

cc: Prime Minister Yitzchak Shamir
Dr. Yuval Ne'eman, M.K.
Meir Shitrit, Treasurer, Jewish Agency

Edgar L. Cadden
Mark Hasten

Stanley Horowitz
Herman Markowitz
Morton A. FKornreich
Leo Samet

Samuel Schachter
Michael Teplow
Peggy Tishman

Abe Mathews
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MATHANIEL 540K, Lepal Comnse!

W RCHANT L ADHER Dear Mr. Prime Minister: I
ROWBERT M. ASHER .

ROMBERT M. BERCMAN
FRED ROIm

BN A BORNSTEN Enclosed is a clipping of a photograph and story of our
ALAN €. ROWN meeting with you regarding our Chicago Federation's

MHES. EDGAR L. CADIMM

SANFORD CANTOR Mortgage Loan Fund for olim from Chicago. This article

RABDI LAWRENCE M. CHARNLY

SETH CHERNER appeared in our widely-read publication, JUF NEWS, in
R RRD its most recent edition. .

MARTIN FIELD
GERALD FISHMAN
HARRY FOX

sk We were most appreciative of your taking the time to

$OLGOLDSTEIN, meet with us during the recent Jewish Agency Assembly |
AR CRAY to discuss the various aspects of this major new

® HARVEY IACONEON project of ours and its broad potential for a positive

HOAWARD G, KAPLAMN - -

MRS, BERNARD) KAYE Impact on Aliyah from our community.

RAHRE WERMON KLIRTE
MES. DAMIDY LEAVITT
IRMEST 5. LEVINE

B L s We want to assure you, once again, that we, personally,
FH e g T and the Board of Directors of the Jewish Federation of
CHARLOTTE NFWBFRGHR Metropolitan Chicago share a strong interest in

D, MARK RATNER developing programs and projects to promote and assist

RICHARD REIMISH

RICHARD 1 RICE Aliyah. This Mortgage Loan Fund -- the largest in

LOTTIE ROSEMS0M

RARAY HERAN © SCHAALMAN North America -- iIs only the latest step in our
MIDGE PERKMAN SHAFTON continuing commitment to, and agenda of, programs to
STEPHEN SILBERMAN support the citizens of the State of Israel.

W MARCY SIHVERSTEIS

BAVID SMERLING | : -
& MANVRID STUNTELD Again, many thanks, for meeting with us.

|

51L'At= K ll'-'LI‘SS!IL;
L H'FEBHE'{ S.IH'.'.\NDﬂl =

ROBTAT WERTHEMER Sincerely,
® RICHARD L. WINLER
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The Jewish Federation has
initigted a major support effor
for Chicago area residents who
reseitle in [srael with the crea-
tion of a Mortgage Loan Fund
which will make available up to
$2 million over the next 10
years,

“*Permanent. affordable
housing is central to a success-
ful adjustment and absorption of
newcomers into  [sraeli  soci-
ety,"" said Maynard [, Wishner,
Federation. President. " Ade-
quate housing s a fundamental
need and this new Mongage
Loan Fund directly and signif-
icantly addresses that need.™

Details of the innovative plan
were presented to Isracl's Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir by [s-
racl’s Consul General o the
Midwest Uri Bar-MNer, Wishner
and Dr. Steven B. Nasatir,
Federation Executive Vice
President, at a meeting in the
Prime Minister's office in June,

The loans. ranging from
£5.000 1o $10,000, will be ad-
ministered by the Association of
Americans and Canadians in
Isragl, The Chicago loan fund
will be the fourth and by far the
largest community fund admin-
istered by the AACI for in-
dividuals and families: who
make aliyah. There are cur-
rently more than 630 Chicago-
area adults living in Isragl. Last
Vear, some 70 Chicago residents
made alivah.

Up to $200,000 a year will he
provided over the next 10 years
from the Federation Endowment
Fund. Loans will be granted for
4 perod of up w [0 years to
Chiciigo area immigrants, whao
need help in order to purchase
suitable housing. Rates on the
loans will bé ot 2% under the
prime lending rate for gualified
applicants. The Federation will
walve the tenth vear's payments
for those whe pay all prior
installments on schedule.

“This loan fund has become
i necessary ingredient in-assist-
ing people secking 1o make ali-
yah," Wishner said. **Because
of @ lack of suitable rental
housing in Israel. especially for

L. - Create aliyah mortgage
loan fund

periods of over one year, sec-
uring permanent housing is a
priority."”

Nasatir noted that in recent
years, Israel povernment-
subsidized morigages have be-
come inadequate as the cost of
purchasing apartments has con-
tinued to escalate and interest
rates have soared. Many im-
migrants have to resort to sec-
ond and even third shor-term
mortgages at high interest rates.

The loan fund, said Nasatir,
is one of several ways in which
the Federation assists Jews
wishing to migrate to Israel. In
1983, the Federation was a
founding sponsor, with the
Chicago Zionist Federation and
Israel Aliyah Center, of the
Aliyah Council of Greater
Chicago. Since then, the Fede-
ration has participated actively
in Council activities and created
@ revolving emergency  loan
fund for Chicagoans in Israel as
well 45 an assistance fund to
help potential Olim finance their
move to Israel, This is in addi-
tion to the many millions of
dollars given each year by the
Jewish United Fund o the Jew-
ish Agency (o help resettle Jews
from distressed lands. The
Federation also  administers
several scholarship funds that
assist area residents seeking to
participate in a variety of work,
study and travel programs in
Israel.

Yehuda Weinraub, shaliach
for the Isracl Aliyah Center,
commended the **Federation for
your farsightedness and com
mittment to aliyah. The es
tablishment of a morgage fund
for the evergrowing number of
Chicagians who have chosen to
“return home to Iscael’™ ‘will
provide much needed assistance
to these individuals., Your se-
tions likewise place Chicago at
the forefront of North American
Jewish communities as a model
for emuliation,

For funher information on
the new Mortzage Loan Fund,
comtact; Harold Rosen, Jewish
Federation, One 5. Franklin,
Chicago, 60606,

.
e

Dr. Steven B. Nasatir, left, executive vice president of
the Jewish Federation is greeted by Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir as Federation president May-
nard |. Wishner looks on. Wishner and Nasatir pre-
sented details of the Federation's new mortgage loan
plan to Shamir in his office in Jerusalem.
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g down of fradifions

thought it was whaolly appropriate
Laura meet the Hall of Famer,

The linkage grows stronger.

My grandfather’s love for base-
ball is rippling through the ages
into its fourth generation. He saw
Hack Wilson in his prime 60 years
ago, Wonder which stars Laura
will take her grandchildren to see
more than a century after Wilson
drank himself out of the major
leagues?

My family story and its relation
to baseball has been repeated in-
numerable times in  lewish-
American  culture. We are par-
ticularly fond of the game. How
many debates about World Series
issues take place on  synagoguc
steps: during the High Holidays?
Do they ::nmﬁ-{h about the Bears
the same way? Only on Sundays.
Baschall is every day—and cvery-
where.

It is particularly passionate in the
Jewish communitics of the old
Eastern and Midwestzrn  citics
Foremost. 18 the love of the old
Brooklyn Dodgers and the com-
munity-wide depression when the
Bums fled in a sweetheart deal to
Los Angeles. So deep was the hurt
that one has to believe Brooklyn
native Jerry Reinsdorf when he
said the trauma of the Dodgers’
move West gave him pause when
he considered transferring his
White Sox to Florida.

Once again, linkage. The '57
Dodgers had a direct impact on the
"B8 White Sox.

Jews are particularly proud of
their brethren who  have  defied

somme old-fashioned cultural norms
to go on to star in the major
leagues, What Jewish kid didn’t
wolize Sandy Kouofax  when he
strvck out countléss hatters while
agonizing in pain from an arthritic
elbow? What frustrated Cub fan
didn't hope Ken Holtzman could
somehow emulate Koufax's bril-
liance? What senior citizen doesn’t
remember the pride that Hank
Greenberg gave an entire people as
he proudly plowed through anti-
Semitism and almost broke Babe
Ruth's home-run record?

There is only one Jewish player
in the major leagues today
pitcher Steve Rosenberg of the
White Sox. But Jews have had a
storied  history in baseball, The
accompanying series of articles
measurcs their impact both nation-
ally and in Chicago

Morrie Zutz was proud of the
lewish stars. But anything aboul
baseball pleased him, He would
like the pame today. It might be
hard for him to grab a seat in the
bleachers, with all the late-arriving
yuppies and such. And labor strife
and Pete Rose's troubles impor
some distasteful sideshows.

Yet, no matter how hard anyone
tries o screw things up, the game
survives and prospers. Baseball's
allure is so0 powerful, its role in
culture so strong, that it is the
proverbial irresistable force and
immovable object, all rolled up
into one. It will always operate on
I3 OWR DOmentum.

It all comes down to a boltom
ling: Play ball!
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Dear Prime Minister Shamir:

On behalf of the officers of the Zionist Organization of America and
the delegates who attended our 90th Anniversary Convention in Jerusalem,
may 1 express our deep appreciation for your generous participation in
our Convention program.

As you know, we were determined to keep our commitment to hold this
Convention in Israel because we knew how necessary it was for our
organization to be present in Israel during these unusual times. We
hope that this may have prompted others to consider doing likewise.

We listened with great interest to the important insights you shared
with our delegates. They were significant and informative.

We extend to you our best wishes accompanied by the universal feeling

of gratitude expressed by our delegates for the privilege of having

you with us. These sentiments are shared, I assure you, by the Convention
Co-chairmen, Alleck A. Resnick and Ivan J. Novick, as well as the
Associate Convention Chairmen, Herschel Auerbach and Isaac M. Oberman.

With all good wishes and best regards.

Cordially,
i ) a: ) :
' f L -f;r '.I .":. 4 i |J_f."'lll"rf',."r'c'
MSS/er ‘Milton S. Shapiro
President
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Sue Plastrik
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Harris J. Gilber!
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CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA leadership of NICRAC's Officers,
Sldney Kwealel
YNAGOGUE GFH.:EH.ICA—
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FOR CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM ; ; : . ;
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Roess Feldman Jewish community relations. In recent years, as you may
COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES . N .
Donald Berlin, Baltimars know, these agencies all working together in common cause,
"WN:‘FW&E have been in the forefront of efforts to interpret Israel to
Goodaten,Fin the United States government and to the American public.
Josaph, Buaio You also may be aware of the work of NJCRAC's Israel Task
Jscob Kirshner, Midoiesex NJ Force, which seeks to develop strategies and coordinate
 Famhner, Batrol activities on a wide array of public policy concerns

Donaid E. Lefton, Miami relating to Israel.

Howard
Burton Perlman, Cincinnati . 1 ' : ¥
e ESier Potiack, New Vork We view this mission to Israel as an integral part of the
re A. Belon, San Francisco ' 1 . ¥ i
Norman Sider, Indunapols work of NJCRAC, as our intention is to engage in an in-depth
, Phoanix i = 2 5
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Siephen P. Stone, Springfiaid, IL L ¥ f z .
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Ungermsn, Tulsa y = i i 5 T
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Barbara Wiener, Forl Lauderndale 3
Jerry Yanowitz, Caxland light.
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cooperation in the common cause of Jewish community relations =
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. NATIONAL AGENCIES
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DISTRICT OF COLLMBIA

GAEATER WASHINGTON JCC

FLORIDA
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JACKSONVILLE Jowinh Faderation
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Pl Frests—

We would be honored by and derive much/benefit from
meeting with you during this mission.| We would like
to hold this session on Friday/ November 3,) 1989,
over breakfast, from 7:30 to 10« owWwever, we
understand the constraints of your schedule and are
therefore prepared to be as flexible as possible to
accomodate you.

Details of the mission are being handled by Linda
Epstein, Associate Director of the Israel Office of the
Council of Jewish Federations (02-633614 or 636850),
and her office will be contacting you in the near
future,

Sincerely,

Arden E. Shenker Albert D. Chernin
NJCRAC Chair Executive Vice Chairman
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THE DECISION OF THE HIGH COURT HOLDING THAT THE PEOPLE CONVERTED BY
REFORM OR CONSERVATIVE RABBIS MUST BE REGISTERED BY THE GOVERNMENT A
JEWS WAS A MAJOR VICTORY FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND RELIGIOUS
PLURALISM N ISRAEL.

NOW, ACCORDING TO NEW REPORTS THE GOVERNMENT OFF ICIAL RESPONS|BLE
FOR CARRYING OUT THE LAW REFUSES To DO SO. THIS POSES A DIRECT
CHALLENGE TO THE AUTHORITY OF YOUR GOVERNMENT,

INDEED, INTERIOR MINISTER DERIS ATTEMPT TO CIRCUMVENT THE COURT
RULING 1S A MORE SERIQOUS THREAT TO THE LEGITIMACY AND CREDIBILITY OF
THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL THAN IT IS TO THE REFORM OR CONSERVATIVE
MOVEMENT.

IF_ISRAEL IS A LAND RULED BY LAW RATHER THAN MEN, THE PRIME MINISTER

MUST SEE TO IT THAT THE DECISIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT ARE RESPECTED

AND IMPLEMENTED. ANYTHING LESS MEANS ANARCHY IN ISRAEL AND A PROFQUN
LGSEDDF RESPECT AND REPUTATION AMONG OTHER GOVERNMENTS AROUND THE
WORLD,
IF. THE LAW IN ISRAEL AS DECIDED BY THE HIGHEST COURT CAN BE SO EASIL
IGNORED - INDEED, SCORNED - WHAT DOES ISRAELS WORD MEAN IN TERMS OF
THE INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS IT MAY BE ASKED TO ASSUME, IS THE
GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL S0 WEAK, SO IRRESOLUTE, SO INEFFECTIVE AND SO |
DEBT TO FRENCH POLITICAL PARTIES THAT IT CANNOT OR WILL NOT ENFORCE"
THE LAW. IF ISRAEL CANNOT KEEP TS WORK TO ITS OWN PEOPLE, CAN ITS
PROMISES TO OTHERS BE TREATED SERIOUSLY,
THESE QUESTIONS GO TO THE HEART OF ISRAELS STANDING AS A DEMOCRACY
AND AS A NATION THAT KEEPS ITS PROMISES. THEY MAKE THE ISSUE OF
MINISTER DERIS CONTEMPT FOR THE SUPREME COURT AN |SSUE OF CRISIS
PROPORT IONS FOR ISRAEL AND FOR TS FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD.
HIS FLAGRANT ATTEMPT TO FLOUT THE CLEAR CUT DECISION OF THE SUPREME
COURT CAM BE ANSWERED IN ONLY ONE WAY - ORDER YOUR MINISTER TO OBEY
THE COURT OR TO RESIGN,
PROMPT AND VIGOROUS STEPS TO ENFORCE THE LAW ARE REQUIRED NOW. WE
RESPECTFULLY URGE YOU TO ACT AT ONCE.

RABB| ALEXANDER M SCHINDLER, PRESIDENT UNION OF AMER ICAN HEBREW
HhEDMGREGATIUHS
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Honorable Yitzhak Shamir
Prime Minister of Israel
Office of the Prime Minister
HaKirya

Jerusalem

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

ﬁ >
Al "

(212) 684-6950
Fax (212) 6B6-1353

July 26, 1988
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The Executive Committee of the National Jewish Community Rela-
tions Advisory Council (NJCRAC) has planned a special mission to

Israel from October 16-25, 1988,
40th anniversary.

in celebration of the country's

Participating in this mission will be 75 of the top leadership

of NJCRAC's member agencies.

The NJCRAC,

comprised of eleven national and 114 local member

agencies (listed on the reverse side of this letterhead), is the
national coordinating and advisory body for the field of Jewish

community relations.

In recent years, as you may know, these agen-

cies all working together in common cause, have been in the fore-
front of efforts to interpret Israel to the United States government

and to the American public.

You also may be aware of the work of

NJCRAC's Israel Task Force which seeks to develop strategies and
coordinate activities on a wide array of public policy concerns re-

lating to Israel.

We view this mission to Israel as an integral part
of the work of NJCRAC, as our intention is to engage in an in-depth

exchange of views with Israel's key decision makers and opinion

molders.

We would be deeply honored and would derive great value in meet-

ing with you during this mission.

Our preference would be to hawve

you as our guest of honor at a special banquet, Sunday evening,
October, 23rd, but we would be guided by your own schedule.

cooperation in the common cause of Jewish community relations

R







Arrangements for the mission are being handled by Stephen Donshik,
Director of the Israel Office of the Council of Jewish Federations, whose
office will be in touch with an appropriate member of your staff to make
arrangements.

Sincerely,
o J | _'. I\' bl .
Hilod] {2l Al
Michael A. Pelavin Albert D. Chernin
NJCRAC Chair Executive Vice Chairman

Arden E. She
Chair
NJCRAC Mission to Israel
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Honorable Yitzhak Shamir .
Prime Minister of Israel
Office of the Prime Minister
HaKirya
Jerusalem

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

The Executive Committee of the National Jewish Community Rela-
tions Advisory Council (NJCRAC) has planned a special mission to
Israel from October 16-25, 1988, in celebration of the country's
40th anniversary.

Participating in this mission will be 75 of the top leadership
of NJCRAC's member agencies.

The BICRAC, comprised of eleven national and 114 local member
agencies (listed on the reverse side of this letterhead), is the
national coordinating and advisory body for the field of Jewish °
community relations. In recent years, as you may know, these agen-
cies all working together in common cause, have been in the fore-
front of efforts to interpret Israel to the United States government
and to the American public. You also may be aware of the work of
NJCRAC's Israel Task Force which seeks to develop strategies and
coordinate activities on a wide array of public policy concerns re-
lating to Israel. We view this mission to Israel as an integral part
of the work of NJCRAC, as our intention is to engage in an in-depth
exchange of views with Israel's key decision makers and opinion
molders.

We would be deeply honored and woulc derive great value in meet-
ing with you during this mission. Our preference would be to have
you as our guest of honor at a special banguet, Sunday evening,
October, 23rd, but we would be guided by your own schedule.
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Arrangements for the mission are being handled by Stephen Donshik,
Director of the Israel Office of the Council of Jewish Federations, whose
office will be in touch with an appropriate member of your staff to make
arrangements.

Sincerely,
Michael A. Pelavin Albert D. Chernin
NICRAC Chair Executive Vice Chairman

Arden E. Shenker
Chair
NJCRAC Mission to Israel
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ATIR MAIL June 21, 1988

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
Member of Knesset

Jerusalem

Israel

Women'sLeague for Conser ative Judaism
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We view with gravity and deep dismay your recent vote in

favor of amending the Law of Return.

It iz a political
expediency which shows little concern for far greater
issues such as Kelal Yisrael, and religious pluralism.

We, in the Masorti (Conservative) Movement will continue
to monitor Knesset activities to insure that you do not

take steps beyond your purview, which can reap
damage to Judaism and to World Jewry.

Dr., Ismar Schorsch,
Jewish Theological

irreparable

Chancellor
Seminary of America

Rabbi Kassel Abelson, President
Rabbinical Assembly of America

Marshall Wolke, Pre

sident

World Council of Synagogues

Franklin D. Kreutze
United Symagogue of

r, President
America

Evelyn Auerbach, President

Women's League for

Simon Schwartz, Pre
MERCAZ

Dr. Jerome Agrest

Federation of Jewish Men':s

Conservative Judaism

sident

& Clubs

1988

BIENNIAL CONVENTION

NOVEMBER 13-17 CONCORD HOTEL, KIAMESHA LAKE, NY
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THE .IE\VISH FEDERA'HON

OF GREATER ORLANDO

851 N, Maitiond Avenue  P.O. Box 1508, Maitland, Florida 32751  (305) 645-5933
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Prime Minister's 0Office
Jerusalem, Israel

June 17, 1988
| / 2 2-06- 188
Mr. Yitzhak Shamir g LO f[_ p—
! il
] =% e AR

Dear Mr. Shamir:

The enclosed letter was sent to us from a contributor to
our campaign. It is addressed to you, and we felt you
should receive it. .

Sincerely,

f{dw)é/%}éué

rdan S. Harburger
Executive Director

JSH/drn

Enclosure

FEDERATION FAMILY OF AGENCIES:
Hebrew Day School, Holocaust Memorial Rescurce & Education Center, Jewish Community Center, Jewish Family Services, Kinneret, T. O.P. Jewish Foundation,
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N7INKN [I9Y 7¢ NN NIYYTON NXVID Mandell L. Berman
COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS, INC. President

-7
i :
I!mll ISRAEL OFFICE "MW TIWnn 9‘; j}b 2 Carmi Schwartz

Zg (5 Ig %’ Executive Vice President

Stephen G. Donshik
: Director
Israel Office

May 18, 1988
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Honorable Yitzhak Shamir

Prime Minister of Israel ! g _ﬁﬁ-qggﬁ
Prime Minister's Bureau
HaKirya | @2,0=l=1 pnnop

Jerusalem U/ 40 '_"_9_

Dear Mr. Prime Minister, .

We know the issue of amending the Who is a Jew legislation will be pre-
sented in the Knesset in the near future.

We take this opportunity teo remind you of the position which the CJF has
taken on this question and to reiterate our stance as embodied by the Resolu-
tion which our Board of Directors passed on September 15, 1987. A copy of the !
full Resolution is attached, however the operative portion reads as follows:

"...The issue, with its ideological, moral and communal implications,
should not be decided in the context of political accommodation, or of
insuring the maintenance or downfall of a particular government.

World Jewry should not be divided by a politiecal approach to the issue.
We urge the leaders of Labour, Likud and the other Israeli politieal
parties to pledge that they will not deal with this issue in such a
manner. We urge their supporters to call on them to make such a
pledge....."

We believe it is crucial that the political leadership of Israel acknow- ',
ledge the divisive nature of any potential change and the feelings withing the
North American federated Jewish community.

Wishing you a Hag Shavuot Sameach and the continued prosperity of Israel
and of the Jewish people, we remain,

Sincerely,

Mondo0l  Benmou_

Mandell L. Berman, President
Council of Jewish Federations

Z .
S silens Tl

Shoshana 5. Cardin, Chairperson
CJF Committee on Who is a Jew

11 Pinsker St., Jarusalem, 92228 » 02-633614, 636850 m 92228 0w ,11 70re 'm
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I1 NS I G H T-Eesays on the Jewish Future Gerald S. Ferman Ph.D.
June 20, 1983 President

The Struggle for Israel and the Jewlsh Future

Part Six: Peace-Lets be Realistic!

In our times can third party arrangements raegsolve the Arab-Tsrael 1ife

and death confliet? Can the TU.E. and the U.S2.85.R., in partial
agreement, impose their concepts of a fair solution on semli-dependent
'allie=s,' 1in the guise of procedures and statements of general

principles? NO.

Arrangements between Israel, its neighbors and the Palestinlans exist
today e. £. Arab-Israel trade, family unification, border agreements
and informal-but faithfully observed-understandings, tourism. ..all
founded on mutual hard-core interests of the partlies to the cnnflict’
When Egypt agreed to talk to Israel - secretly and later for the worl
te witness - the Super-Powers wetre caught off balance; they had wvepy
little to do with the initilative; the OUTCOME of EGYPTIAN and ISRAELI
NATIONAL INTEREST AT THE TIME. The U.S5.,. intuitively more than
thoughtfully, played the role of facilitator and when 1t deviated by
agsserting ite perception of a falr "non-partisan' compromise, endangered
the succeassful ocutcome.

What 1is the answer, First, the Super-Power sheould respect democracy and
gself-determination. If they choose to impose pre-conditions they will
not be 'neutral' and not be perceived as neutral by either side. If a
golution 18 indeed foreced upen the parties or one of the parties - if
thig is poegeible in our times - given the record of such attempts 1n the
past, i1t i= likely to end with the emasculation or destruction of
Ierael or the displacement of hundreds of thousands of Paleztinians.

The anawer for the Super-Powers 1g to use common-sense to c¢ontaln the

confliet to the region and the parties, until they find common
interest and need to resolve or defuse the conflict. Until that time th
Super-Powers cAan encourage arrangements by, firet and foremost

identifying common ground to work together-in general and gpecifically
| 1limit their competition in the confliect area. If this is achievable the
Super-Powers have the ability to stabilize the Global effects of the
conflict in three critical ways: one-by coordinating the armament
efforte-no gaide should have excesslive advantage; two-by declaring that
an all out war initiative by elther side will not be supported
financially and militarily; and three-by declaring that the use of
Atomie or Biliological-Chemical weaponry will be answered immediately by
| combined military force. In thig way the GLOBAL interest of minimizing
the explosive 'gplll-over' of the confliet to other regions, 18 served.
‘ Perhaps these understandings are achievable today given recent Super-
Power 1initiatives 1n nuelear disarmament snd containment of regional
caonfliects.
With these ruleg in place the partlieszs to the conflict-adjusting te the
parameters of maneuverability- are likely to find solutions or partial
golutions, that are mutually acceptable,

One Boston Place, Suite 4100 * Boston, Massachusetws 02108
Field U_ﬁ?ce: Haj}ra. [srael Box 3616, Haifa
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GuiLForDo GLAZER
IS0 AVENUE OF THE STARS * CEMNTURY CITY

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 20067
[213 277-35#
Fax [213] 872-35/)

June 20, 1988 B /v
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Prime Minister Itzhak Shamir
The Knesset
Jerusalem, ISRAEL

Dear Itzhak:

Note attached articles. These articles reflect a mortal danger to Israel. At
some stage, the United States could face a situation of whether to squeeze
Israel or receive less foreign oil. 1 do not know what would happen if the
U.S. had to choose between a terrible oil shortage or Israel.

The solution is electricity produced by nuclear energy. For this to happen,
we must convert the liberal Jewish community who are the principal fighters
against nuclear energy. 1 believe the labor unions, now against nuclear, will
change later as electricity shortages threaten their jobs.

This problem should not be yours, but it is. There are no answers for now.
Hnweuér,\‘he leaders of Israel must get into this issue sooner or later.

Cordially,/

G(Alfnrd Glazer

GGirao
Enclosures




Nuclear expert

says America is

far behind foreign competition

By JENNIFER ANDES
Oak Ridger staft

“We're far behind in the nuclear
{business) compared to France and
the Soviet Union,”” George Murphy
said. The reason is primarily politi-
cal, he said.

Murphy, who has more than 20
years' experience in the nuclear
field, has developed strong opinions
about how the nuclear Industiry
should operale.

Murphy is manager of several
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
projects at the Nuclear Operations
Analysis Center, located at the Y-12
Plant. In an interview Friday, he
said he came to Oak Ridge in 1979
as a contract consultant to
Westinghouse Corp. on the former
Clinch River Breeder Heactor pro-
ject. He began working for the NRC
in 1961,

No new nuelear plants have been
ordered to be built since 1978, Mur-
phy said.

In the United States, more than
100 nuclear power planis produce
about 18 percent of our electricity,
he said, but in comparison, more
than 60 percent of the electricity in

France is powered by nuclear
ENergy.

Murphy cited political opposition,
as opposed {o lechnical difficullies,
as the primary reason U.S. nuclear
plants are delayed or prevented
from operating.

“Politiclans often prevent plants
[rom opening because they perceive
their opposition to nuclear power as
away lo get votes,' he said,

New York Gov. Mario Cuomo, {or
example, intends to dismantle the
$5.1 billion Shoreham nuclear power
station, which was recently shut
down. Cuomo would not accept the
evacuation procedures required by
the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion before it grants an operating
license.

Since lhe 1979 incident at the
Three Mile [sland nuclear power
plant near Harrisburg, Pa., the
NRC has required all nuelear power
pPlants to improve evacuation pro-
cedures. One reguirement involves
providing an evacuation plan for
residents within a 10-mile radius of
the plant, he said.

The Three Mile Island accident
resulted when the flow of water to
the reactor was disrupted and

(Continued from Page 1)
chemicals into the New York and
Boston harbors. “'If a ship exploded,
it would equal a small atomic
bomb," he said.

"“No one in the U.S. has been kill-
ed by a nuclear accident, compared
to thousands that have been killed
by accidents involving (the release
of other) hazardous substances,"” he
sald.

In addition to palitical opposition
to nuclear reactors, Murphy said
environmental advocacy groups
occasionally offer “mindless op-
position" Lo the operation of nuclear
power plants and cause unneces-
sary and costly delays.
en'gm;yﬂarthnast w!]fl_ﬂ::.lcn short of

s a res incideals like

Seab Shoreham and “the
hr
Th

cl of one of the reactors aih
U;Ie Island, he said,

S. Is more dependent on
Imp-urting_uil from the Middle East
now than it was during the 1973 oil
embargo, he said,

i hy sald if the US. is t
being

operation.

"“We learn too late,” he said. Nu-
clear power won't be strongly con-
sidered as an alternative energy
source until another oil embargo, ke
added,

Murphy received his bachelor's
degree in mechanical engineering
from Montana State University in
196, and immediately began work
as. a4 reactor operator engineer in
Idaho, al the National Reactor
Testing Station,

He worked at many reactors
across the country before coming
here,

Murphy said his initial reason for
working al a nuclear reactor was
the location. *'The job was open and

Twanted to go West,” he said.

He said he enjoys his job because
it gives him an overview of the en-
tire nuclear power industry, and
enjoys living in Oak Ridge with his
wife, Arlene. The Murphys have
two children.

“The quality of life Is good in Oak
Ridge, the climate is ideal and

caused increased pressure in the
reactor core, Bul a safely valve
opened and the reactor shul down
automatically.

“The resistance (lo Shorcham)
was purely political. There is no
lechnical reason they can't operate
salely. The evacuation plan is safe
and feasible,"" he said.

Similarly, Massachusells Gov.
Michael Dukakis is standing in the
way of the Seabrook nuclear power
station’s receiving an operating
permit. Although Seabrook is
located in New Hampshire, part of
the required 10-mile evacuation
zone falls within Massachusetts,

New Hampshire Gov. John
Sununu, who supporls Seabrook, is
an engineer and has a better under-
standing of the technology involved
in nuclear reactors, Murphy added,

“Three Mile Island raised
evacuation issues lo the point where
... the risk of nuclear power (was
perceived to be) far out of propor-
tion to the true risk,"" he said,

For example, he said sociely
gives litile thought to the risk posed
by large ships that carry liguified
petroleum gas and other hazardous

ported oil,

George Murphy, manager of several Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
more nuclear reactors must begin

imlg-m:m al the ¥-12 Plant, discusses problems In the nuclear in-
ustry.

(people) have ... control over what
happens," he said,
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JOHN SHACTER/Guest Column

The future role of U.S. nuclear power

The next monthly meeting of the
local Technical Society will again
take place on Wednesday at the Oak
Ridge Country
Club, The noon
luncheon will
feature Jonn
E. Jones Jr.,
past head of
ORNL's fossil
research sec-
tion and cur-
rent director
of its nuclear
reactor pro-
grams. He will
introduce the .
subject of what the ""Future Role of
Nuclear Energy" should be in the
overall US. energy strategy. As
always, members and their spouses
will participate in the ensuing
discussion. Interested visitors are
welcome.

Plentiful energy at reasonable
costs is a critical condition for any
nation's jobs, living standards and
competitive world position. There Is
no question that the industrial lead-
ership of the U.5. over past decades
has at least in part resulted from its
abundant supply of rich natural
resources, including wood and the
fossii fuels — oil, gas and coal.

However, over the last couple of
decades, we have become the
world's largest net importer, rather
than exporter of oll. AT siee tHe
1960s, the dream 'has been that
cheap nuclear power, including nu-
clear breeders, could make up for
the inevitably diminishing riches of
our other, natural energy fuels.

We now know differently. After
the promising initial waves of nu-
ciear power plants, this nation has

managed to derail the growth of
nuclear power. And it is of no con-
solation that we have also managed
to misoperate certain other major
industries, like steel and
automobiles, over the same period.
Yet, while energy costs have sky-
rocketed in our TVA region, as well
as all over the nation, other coun-
tries like Japan and France have
become highly successful in their
introductions of nuclear power. For
example, based upon  our
technology, they have been abie to
build their new plants in less than a
third of the time that it has taken us
to do the same. Naturally, their
costs are correspondingly lower.

Today, France's production (and
exports) of electrical energy is over
70 percent based on relatively low-
cost nuclear power. In the U.S., we
have virtually stopped at less than
20 percent. No new plants have been
ordered for years,

The skyrocketing costs of electric
energy have also sharply decreased
demands for expansions. For ex-
ample, many high energy consum-
ing industries, like the aluminum
industry, have instead decided to
expand in foreign countries, where
energy and other costs have been
much cheaper.

With a rather anti-nuclear in-
telligentsia and press, polls in this
country have shown that most peo-
ple are confused on the pros and
coens of nuclear energy. They are
gsort of luke-warm and would accept
new plants, as long as they are not
to be placed into their own back
yards. The incidents of gross
mismanagement at Chernobyl and
Three Mile Island have also con-
tributed to keeping nuclear in this
country in limbo. ! |

On the other hand, it is becoming
clearer all the time, that there are
no perfect sources of energy, and
probably never will be. World-
wide, in the longer range, all fossil
fuels will continue to become leaner
and, therefore, too precious and
expensive to just be “furnaced.”
They will be increasingly reserved
for higher-value uses, such as raw
materials for chemicals, plastics
and pharmaceuticals.

There is also increasing concern
about threatening irreversible ef-
fects of fossil energy on our planet’s
conditions. Among them would be
acid raln, ozone depletion, and the

effect, (the warming up
of the climate due to increasing
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere,
with the resulting melting of the ice
caps.) These have already started
to put additional pressure on the
development of alternative energy
SOLrces.

Long-range, technological
breakthroughs could bring alter-
native sources, like solar, bio-
renewable (plants), and thermonu-
clear (fusion) energy into the range
of competitive economics. But it is
the prevailing engineering view
that, today, only a well managed
nuclear energy program — from
ores to wastes — could postpone the
environmental and economic days
of reckoning and give us the needed
decades (?) for the exploration of
other potentially promising energy
sources. What do we then need to do
in order to assure that we are on a
constructive path, in this country?

These are among the questions
that will be raised and discussed
Wednesday,

{(John Shacter is president of

JS Associates, a planning consul-

tant firm located in Kingston. )
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, MONDAY, JUNE 20, 1988

U.S. Oil Imports Up

WASHINGTON, June 19 (Reuters)
— Imports of both crude oil and pe-
troleum products were up in May by
18.2 percent over May 1987, the Amer-
fcan Petroleum Institute said Friday.
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Office of the Prime Minister
3 Kaplan Strest
Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

T am writing to express my disappointment at your vote
in Favor of the amendment to the Law of Return that
would have denied recognition as Jews to those who had
been converted by non-Orthodox rabbis, If adopted, the
proposed amendment would have shattered confidence in
the oneness of the Jewish people in Israel and
throughout the Diaspora.

Retention of the present law is imperative as an
affirmation of the historic unity of Jews everywhere,
I urge you to vote against any further attempts to
amend it.

Sincerely, .
S CHE -
ﬂ_f. (,_(3 L'r K._-x_v f-/"‘-——-

Robert K, Lifton
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PEs  MURAPAE AWAD

AS AMERICAM JEWS WHO ORGAMIZED, OM AFRIL OLTH,
THE LARGEST JEWISH RALLY FOR PEACE HEALTH IN MORTH AMERICA, ME
WANT TO EXPRESS OUR SUPPORT FOR MURARAY AWAD'S RIGHT TO CONTINUE
-0 LIVE |IM JERUSALEM, THE CITY OF HIS RIRTH. i

THE NUEST FOP FEACE BETWEEN ISRAELIS AND PALESTIANS
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IWEP=RIDING IMPORTANCE 1M THE POLICY (GF NEPORTING PALESTIANS
NRECTLY [MJURES PROSFECTS FOR PEACE, THE ATTEMPT TO AFFLY THIS
POLLEY TO MUBARAK AWAD——=AN ADVOCATE Of MOM=yY | OLENGCE=--H IGHTENS
NOTH THE TPAGEDY AND ARSURDITY IMHERENMT IN THIS APPROACH.

INTERMATIOMAL JEWISH PEACE UMIOV
WMEBICAN?TS FOR PROGRESSIVE ISRAEL
/MERICAM FRIENDS OF FEACE NOW

ME W

RO P IME PAGEO3/9

OHTLOG )
AMER ICAN 18RAELIS CIVIL LIBERTIES COALITIUM
MEW JEWIGH AGEMDA

\ 0 -uo- 1988 |




Yong Joland Commitles for Soviel Jouory

(A Ned-For-Profit Corporation)

OFFICERS
President
Carole Abramson
Vier Predidents
Rudy Appel
Joseph Landow
Fred Margulivs
Abe Meufeld
Tobie Newman
Exvevulive Secrelary
Bernard Marcus
Tremaurer
Hon. Morman Feiden
Conterae!
Stuart Strin, Esq
Past Precidents
P'hilip Kates
Grayee Perlbinder
Lynn Singer
Iner Weissman
Speaker's Bureau
Susanne Appel
Chinirperaon
Twinning Program
Fran Eapoport
Chairperson
Special Projects Coordinator
Sharyn Schneider

Baoard of Direclors
Dr, Allan L. Abramson
Carole Abramson
Rudy Appel
Hoen, Morman Feiden
Phyllis Friden
Rabbi Myron M. Fenster
Barry Gold=tein
Hoa, Arthur (Jerry) Kremer
Tobie Mewman
Fred Orbach
Fred Schwartz
Lynn Singer
Murray Singer
Rabhi Bernard Stefansky
Steering Commiltes
Rabbi Ronald L. Androphy
Lev Blitshtein
Helene Cohen
Murray Cohen
Rabbl Daniel Fogel
Eleanore Fogel
Rabbd Steven Folberg
Rabbi Morris 5. Friedman
Rabbi Stuart M. Geller
Rabbi Marc Gellman
David Greenberg
Dr. Maomi Greenberg
Steve ksrael
Kathy Karp
Lowuis Keller
Sylvia Landow
["earl Lipton
Leonid Lotvin
Rabbi Gabriel Maza
Uschi Michaeli
Blanche Marby
Helen Neofeld
Esther Mewman
Dr. Phyllis Pacheco
Sheldon Penn
Rabbi Barry Dov Schwartz
Eileen Sobel
Robert H. Tucker
Barbara Wachspress
Sharon Weintraub
Rabld Jeremiah Wohlberg
Vicki Yudenfriend
Robert Zimmerman

One Old Country Road

PR T L Suite 393
1 1D | s Carle Place, New York 11514
ywRiid e A6l (e (516) 294-8181
a4 PR yk 1 5
d Lynn Singer
| 1 B ‘Uﬁ' 'iﬂﬂﬁ f Executive Director
PR oR

June 10, 1988

Prime Minister Itzhak Shamir
The EKnesset

Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

In behalf of the Long Island Committee for Soviet Jewry,
I would like to thank you for your words of recognition of the
efforts of Long Island in securing freedom for Soviet Jews,
We are strong believers in the Aliva movement.

I thought you might like to know that the Anatoly Shcharansky
Freedom Award has as its logo, in Hebrew, the word "Herut" formed
to make a Hanukiah.

I hope that the future will bring all of your dreams for the
State of Israel to fruition. Many of us have the same dreams. May
you go from strength to strength, and may Eretz overcome all of its
problems and obstacles.

Looking forward to the opportunity of meeting with you in the
future,

Shalom,

L)}%Ef -3 'L#'._ A :j,-—fﬂ s
Lynn Singer

Executive Director

RS |
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National Affiliation
UNION OF COLNCILS FOR SOVIET JEWS
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Committee 212 751-4000/ FAX: 212 319-0975

Institute of Human Relations

Theodore Ellenofi

Leo Nevas

Chanr, Beand ol Governar
Robert 5. Jacobs

Chaic Matoral Execwtve Council

Edward E. Elson
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Robert 5, Rifkind

David F. Squire

His Excellency Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
Office of the Prime Minister
Ira Silverman JEI'I.]S-H]EIH, Izrael

Mimi Alperin
nale Exatitive Comr

Dear Prime Minister Shamir:

Burnard Abrams
Meta S. Berger We are aware that on June 14th the Knesset is scheduled once again to vote on
= changes in the Law of Return with the intention of giving unprecedented authority

Herbert Cohe e : i :
sty to the Rabbinical courts to certify all conversions, including those performed abroad.

Arnold B. Gardner
Jerome R. Goldstein The American Jewish Committee strongly urges you to oppose this renewed effort
i by a single religious authority to impose its will on the majority of world Jewry.

liw Vo While the proposed legislation specifically targets converts who have made Aliyah,
Rayin Hesohaprn it is apparent to the vast majority of American Jews that the amendment to the

Alfred H. Moses Law of Return is designed to delegitimize the Conservative, Reform, and Recon-

hO structionist movements within Judaism. It is imperative that this attack on legitimate
movements of Jewish life with several million adherents be deterred. If the bill is

Hita E. Hauser

Mary Shapero

Serome.J. Shestack passed, it will cause irreparable damage to the unity of the Jewish people and may
Gordon Zacks seriously affect the solidarity of support for Israel among Diaspora Jews in America
- and elsewhere.

e Clearly, it is not in Israel’s interest to change the status quo on matters of religion
Arthur J. Goldbers at this time. This year, perhaps more than ever before in Israeli history, Jewish
Philip E. Hoffman unity must be preserved. This can only be achieved by rejecting this attempt to

Richard Maass
Elmer L. Winter
Maynard |. Wishner

impose a minority viewpoint on Klal Yisrael.

We welcome your public declaration at the meeting with the Conference of Presidents

Nathan Appleman of Major American Jewish Organizations, in New York on June 6, that this matter
211‘::?“5;_1?"-"‘“” should be handled "by cooperation, mutual consultation, and by agreement” among
Bt B ki the concerned parties and not by legislative fiat. We hope that you will seek to
Andrew Goodman persuade other Knesset members to adopt this constructive approach.

Raymond F. Kravis

William Rosenwald z

Shirley M. Szabad S!HEE[E‘!}",
Elise D. Waterman

Max M, Fishear
. S N ra Silverman Theodore Ellenoff
ﬁerr!mr.n H -GLI-|IIE Executive Vice President President

John Slawson

I5/TE/cpa
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N West Side Jewish Commumty School

time,

270 W 86th Street

New York City, New York 10024

787-7600

Dear Prime Minister Shamir,

June 7,

1988

During that

—I_h*____:
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My students have been studying the history of Jewish
immigration over the course of the year.
they learned about how Jews have sadly suffered
oppression in many countries.

One of the communities

that my students studied about was that of the Ethipian

Jews.

ded, but she must not stop acting now.

Israel's actions in the past needs to be applau-
Presently

10,000 Ethiopian Jews still seek the right to leave
their country and join their relatives in Israel.

My students were very moved by what they learned and
as American Jews, who have the gift of freedom, they
felt compelled to write to you and to President
Reagan in order to express their deep concern regarding
the Ethiopian Jewish community.
that you can to help re-unite those Jews still held

They dream of being
in Israel where they will not be persecuted for their
religious beliefs.

as prisoners with their families.

We urge you to do all

I have enclosed xerox copies of the letters that

my students wrote to President Reagan, so that you

can be aware of their feelings regarding their
country's present position regarding the situation.

B'shalom,

)4/@5/% W

Shoshana M. Perry

ey

Principal of the WSJCS
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37 SOUTHBOURNE AVENUE, DOWNSVIEW, ONTARIO M3H 1A4 » PHONE (416) 6G35-5340

RABBI ERWIN SCHILD, M.A., DD, (h.e.) RABBI HOWARD M. MARKOSE CANTOR A. ELIEZEHR KIREHBRLUM

PRESIDENT

May 27th, 1988,
ll1th Sivan, 5748.

Mr. Yitzhak Shamir,
The Office of the Prime Minister,

Kiriat Ben-Gurion, Jg‘l"(f"l) ’;

Rupin Road, Building #3,
JERUSALEM, Israel. !

=S

Dear Prime Minister:

We are a Conservative Synagogue of 1,800 families. Last night,
at the first meeting of our newly elected Board of Governors,
the first order of business was to renew our commitment to

our State of Israel in the form of a further investment in
the State.

We unanimously approved the purchase of another $1,000,000. (U.S.)
note. We are borrowing the $1,000,000. from our bank so we in
turn can lend it to you.

We are delighted to be able to do this on the 40th Anniversary
of our State.

We offer no advice, no criticism, no suggestions, no self-doubts,
no agonizing, but simply our support and dedication and a

hearty YASHER KOACH for the continued growth of the State of
Israel,

On behalf of the Officers, the Board of Governors and the
Congregation, we remain,

Yours truly,

Morris Adams,
President.
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Israel Office: ' . 1IN TYVURN
3 Mapu St. Apt 4 ),.;L f) 3/4 YaNRD 'M
Jerusalem 94189 §4189 orown
Tel. (02) 245 810 (02) 245 810 50
(02) 221 821 (02) 221 821
AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS
May 26, 1988
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Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
Office of the Prime Minister 2 E'{ﬁ' 49

Kiryat Ben=Gurion _1). ’
Jerusalem -

Dear Mr, Prime Minister:

Mr, Lifton asked me to send you the enclosed pieces, They clearly demonstrate
our common concerns and interests despite the differences which should not
separate us,

He especially asked that T convey his appreciation and thanks to you for
taking the time from your busy schedule to meet with him,

With all best wishes,

Sincerely

Dx, David Cla I
Israel Director

DCiml
encls,

ccy Yosef Ben-Aharon, w/encls,

STEPHEN WISE CONGRESS HOUSE - |5 EAST 84TH STREET - NEW YORK, N.Y. 10024 (21258794500







JE#H LG PHRESS
BROAEIYN, N. Y.

MAY-13-88 - . S % >
No Peace Deal For Arabs Without Israel’s Right-Wing
=== - By MARVIN GREISMAN . :
K. Lifton, newly elected prasident of the the State of Israel,” Lifton declared. "Th - know we
American J gress, ina wide-ranging inter- Are speaking asanorgarization thatrepressntga paint
view wi JEWISH PRESS, asserted that Arah of view, not fhe only poing of view, of Anmericans and

leaders mypst understand that the keytoa Middle Eust

Liften stated that when he met in January with
Arab lesders he made clear to them that in the jast
analysis any final settlement of the (Mic- Eas!) sitga-
tion requires Mr. Shamir's actions ang the Likzd's
Party setion™ _

Lifton argued the histarical point with Arzblead-! ’
ers that just as it tack President Nixon to gotoChing,
Charles De Gaulle to make the deal in Algeria, Mr.
Begin to make a deal with Sadat, and even My Reagan
to meet Corbachev.™ Arab leaders have 1o recognize
the crucisl necessity in dealing with the Likud leader-
skip in order 1o forze a peace settlement

Liftor also warned the Arzb leaders that it would
be a trag's mistake for them to try to influence the
upceming Israeli elections in favor of the Labar Party
“an the theory that it will help bring about peace.”
Lifton traveled as a member of an AJCongress d elega-
tion and met  with Egvptain  President Hosni
Mubarak, Jordan's King Hussein, and King Hassan of
Moroeco. Lifton and the delegation also met with the=!
top lsraeli leadership.

Liftan stressed lgj.t it is eritical that Jewish lend-
ership mest with Arab leaders and rejected the notion
that such talks give the impression that the Jewish
leaders are negotiating for Israel. “King Hussein and
President Mubarak know that we are not speaking for

Jews ¥ :
While Otthodox leaders continue L= view the ]
AJCongress with deep suspicion and mistr—tfor their |
long-standing policy in strongly opposi an aid to
yeshivas and opposition to place menorak=cn public |
Property, Libon, a former student of Yeshivas Eitz
Chayim, insits thal these are “differenams of goad [
will.” f

Lifton smggested that Jews in Am
always be comerned about the rapid rise oM zht wing
Christian fun lamentalism, “If once you hac—he ability
of the non-Jews ta impose religious Prayer Cmajority,
&nd we are & minor minarity — 1 think w—woprld bee
overwhelmed * Lifton declared.

Lifton strongly defended AlCongres=sxecutive
director Henry Siegman in suggesting =at "some
(Jews) even g estion publicy the princi ple=f the san-
city of humar life when applied to non-Je—.” Lifton
insisted that Siegman did not mean tosugget by what
appeared tob: an offensjve slatement “tha f you are
Orthodox, ths : is your view of the nan-Jew." ifton said
that Orthodoxleaders misread the Slegmarmatement
and thet he did not mean to single out a!Mrthodox
Jews in his d=laration,

Lifton firmly indicated that Orthodox ews’ and
the AJCongress'“aim and objective are the ime.” He

said both segrments strengly subseribe to“th e—cprity of

Jews to help s cure Izrzel ™

American Jews as Jews and the ability of merican :
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' Tothe Editor; 18t
v+ A M, Rosenthal woaders why he re-
_sents critics who urge lsrael toend its

occupation-of the territories, even
though he toa belleves that Is pre-
cisely what Israel should do (“'No Sul-
cide for lsrael,” column, March 8).
This ambivalence is a common ex-
perience of most fair-minded people,
for a specific reason.. .-, ..

«* There are twa conflicting impulses

that prompt people to urge an end o
Israell rule in the West Bank and
Gaza, One seeks o accommodale
Palestinian national aspirations;, it
rarely iakes lsrael's needs into ac-
count, Mr. Rosenthal has good reason

_ o be wary of those moved by this Im- |

pulse. |f the lssue were solely Pales- |
tinian grievences, there |s ample rea-
son Lo resist this adyice until Pales- -
tinlans, and the Arab world generally, .
give more persuasive evidence they
are prepared to accept laruel as le-
gitimate and permanent, Despite pri-
vale assurances by Arab heads of
state, these assurances have yel Lo
find resonance in public pronounce-
menils lo their fellow countrymen.

An entirely different impulse that’
argues for an end (o |srael’s pccupa-
tian of the terrilories has to do with .
lsrael’s needs, rather than Palestin- .
ian clalms. Demographic trends will
produce : an - Arab population in
“Greater larael” equal Lo its Jewish
population within 20 . years. lsrael
cannot hold on to the Palestinians in
the territorles without : losing s
democratic character and Jewish es-
sence. Remaining locked in perma-
nent embrace with 135 million (soon
to be 2 -million) engry Palestinians

| poses security. risks for lsrael that

far exceed any conceivable danger -
lsrael faces across iis borders, If re-
cent evenls prove anything, It is that ;
an atlempt forcefully 'to Ingest a
population so large, so violent and so
alien would endanger lsrael's sur-
vival more than any external threat.

. One must hope Israelis themselves
will see the need for ferritorial com- -
promise, Bul i should be clear that
nothing s more calculated to under-
mine that prospect than suggestions, :
however oblique, that Israell resist-
ance lo American wishes may resull
in & reduction of United Siates aid Lo
Israel. Such threats, explicilly made
by Tony Smith (Op-Ed, -March 26)

| serve Lo yalidate the position of 1s-

raeliextremists. .o ooty
It Is only when . United States sup-
port is beyond question thal Israelis
can be expecled lo, make compro-
milses thatl s riends, nol its enemies,
urge. .- [, HENRY SIEGMAN’
‘" Execullve Director
American Jewish Congress’
", New York, March 27, 1988
. - _‘I B L
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Palestinians
May Be
About to
Miss Their
Last Train

by Henry Siegman
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This essay s excerpied from an arficle written by
Herry Siegman, execulive direcior of the American
Jewish Congress, which appeared in Al Fajr, the
mast widely read Arabic newspaper i the Admin-
sterad Territories.

ecretary of State George Shultz's

new Middle Eastern peace initiative

comes too late in this administra-
tion's term to hold much hope. But it may at
least establish a new point of entry in the
seemingly endless cycle of Arab-lsraeli con-
flict, one on which a new administration may
be able to build. That would be a consider-
able gift not only to the new administration
but to the peoples of the Middle East

It is all the more distressing, therefore,
that this new initiative seems to have been
greeted by Palestinian leadership in Gaza
and the West Bank with unrelieved nega-
tivism. Their emotional rejection of the new
proposals, describing them as a betrayal of
the sacrifices of their martyrs, would indi-
cate that this new emerging Palestinian
leadership has learned nothing from the
mistakes of its predecessors, and may
indeed be even more inflexible and politically
irrelevant than they were.

Even the unkindest view of how lsrael has
been handling Palestinian viclence in the
past several months—and, admittedly, Israel's
repugnant policy of breaking bones cannot
conceivably lend itself to kindness—should
not be allowed to take the Palestinians off
the hook. For however one assigns blame
for the past, there is now an unprecedented
opportunity for breaking the 40-year old
cycle of violence between Arab and Jew.
And that breakthrough is not dependent on
whal Israel does, but on what the Pales-
tinians do.

For the past several months, Palestinians
in the territories have proved that they are
very good at orchestrating the expression of
rage and sustained violence. What they
have yet to prove is that they are equally
adept at formulating an actionable political
agenda, to which |srael can respond In
political terms. There has developed in recent



months a Palestinian shadow leadership
that has shown extraordinary skill and dis-
cipline in directing the throwing of stones
and of gasoline bombs at Israeli soldiers. If
that leadership were now to present lsrael
and the world with coherent and reasonable
political demands, there is no doubt that
Israeli public opinion, as well as the inter-
national community, would expect Israel's
leaders to deal seriously with those demands.
So far, however, there has been no indica-
tion that Palestinians will rise to that
challenge.

It has been said—correctly, | am afraid—
that Palestinians have never lost a chance
to miss an opportunity. It is amazing, but
true, that what is demanded today by Pales-
tinian nationalists—an independent Palesti-
nian state in the entire West Bank and in all
of Gaza—is less than was in fact offered
them by the United Mations, with the acqui-
escence of what was to become the state
of Israel, a full 40 years ago! But the Pales-
tinians and the Arab world turned down that
offer contemptuously, betting on their ability
to destroy nothing. They lost that bet.
immediately after the 1967 war, during which
the Arab world once again gave reign to its
darker impulses and sought to drown Israel's
inhabitants in a blood bath, and instead lost
some more of its territory, Israel offered to
return that territory—the West Bank and
Gaza—in exchange for formal recognition
and peace. |t received instead the three nos
of Khartoum: no negotiations, no recogni-
tion, no peace.

True to form, the Arab world rejected the
Camp David accord entered into by Israsl
and Egypt, which would have created a five-
year period of Palestinian autonomy begin-
ning in 1978, which in turn would inevitably
have led to some more generous forms of
Palestinian self-determination in 1983, In
1982, they rejected the Reagan plan, which
would have had Israel relinguish the West
Bank and Gaza to Jordan. It is true that
Israel's Prime Minister Begin also rejected it
but that rejection would probably not have
been the end of the matter had the Arab
world supported it

To this day, the PLO and the Palestinians
have failed to take the one political initiative
that would undoubtedly have brought them
international support and direct political con-
tact with the United States. That political
initiative is a simple and ungualified asser-
tion of their recognition and acceptance of
the State of Israel as a permanent feature



of the Middle East, and their intention to
live in peace alongside of it in arrangements
that do not disregard Israel's genuine security
neeads.

Perhaps what prevented such an initiative
in the past were Palestinian doubts about
the likelihood of a favorable Israeli re-
sponse. | believe they were wrong, but such
doubts are entirely without justification in
the current situation. The riots and blood-
shed these past two months have led many
Israelis, who in the past were opposed to
changes in the status quo for fear of jeopar-
dizing Israeli security, to ask for the first
time whether |srael's permanent embrace of
1 1/2 million angry Palestinians really
advances that security, Together with those
Israelis who for some time now supported
political arrangements that would end lsraels
administration of the territories, they repre-
sent a new force for a decisive political
breakthrough.

Instead of taking advaniage of this oppor-
tunity for an Israeli accommodation to their
legitimate demands, Palestinians seem once
again to exhibit their talent for missing the
train—this time, perhaps the last train. The
categorical rejection by the unofficial Pales-
linian committee coordinating the riots of
Secretary of State Schultz's new peace pro-
posals would seem to indicate that this new
and presumably vounger leadership has
drawn no lessons from the past To the con-
trary, their rhetoric about not settling for
less than all of Palestine is cutting the
ground from under the most forthcoming
Israelis and gives new credibility to Israeli
extremists.

Increasingly, one also hears even from the
more established Palestinian nationalists,
including from so impressive a spokesman
for their causes as Sari Nuseibeh of Bir Zeit
University in the West Bank, that time is on
their side. Given the predictable direction of
FPalestinian demographics, they say, sooner
or later the status quo will lead to a balance
of Jews and Arabs, and ultimately to a "race
war’, a term Museibeh uses. The outcome of
that apocalypse, they believe, will be a
Palestinian state not only on the West Bank
but in all of Israel. They conclude, therefars,
that it is Israelis, not Palestinians who must
take initiatives to avoid such an outcome.

In fact, if these Palestinians are right and
circumstances do indeed bring Israel and
the Palestinians to that kind of tragic con-
frontation, | believe it is the Palestinians
who will be the losers. In such a confronta-




tion, no one should expect |sraelis to com-
mit collective suicide. They will do whatever
they believe needs to be done to preserve
their national existence, no matter what the
cost, and they have the means al their dis-
posal to do so. The comparison to South
Africa, of which Palestinian nationalists are
so fond, is altogether misleading, for Israel
does not lace a disenfranchised population
six times its own size, as does South Africa.
The apocalypse Mr, Nuseibeh and his col-
leagues foresee, and perhaps even weicome,
would in fact spell the end of Palestinian
aspirations, for all of them are likely to find
themselves at the end of such a civil war on
the other side of the Jordan—permanently,

For those who genuinely wish a solution
to the problem, the time for rioting is over,
The cpportunity for diplomacy is real, but
fleeting. Nearly hall of Israel's government
and of its population already favor new
political arrangements to change the stalus
quo, precisely because they desperately
wish to avoid a tragic apocalypse. Amerncan
Jewish organizations, including the American
Jewish Congress, have publicly expressed
their support for such change. The critical
missing ingredient are reascnable Palesti-
nian proposals to which Israel can respond
It is therefore up to the Palestinians,

If Palestinians finally muster the political
courage to make theose public commitments
thal Israelis have every right 1o expecl of
them, (recognition of lsrael and renunciation
of violence), there is little doubt that a solid
majority in Israel will support a phased
Israeli withdrawal from occupied territories.
On the other hand, if Palestinians fail to act,
as they have failed for the past 40 years, it
is they who will be the status guo's most
grievous victim. History will neither forgive
nor mourn their failure.

April, 1988
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Jerusalem, May 18, 1989.
428-7
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Dear Friends, l _.)

I would like to record my appreciation to the Financial
Services Institutions that are being honored for their role in the
refinancing of $4.8 billion of Israel’s Foreign Military Support debt
to the United States.

In little over four decades the State of Israel has achieved
far-reaching economic growth in the face of ongoing military
challenges, limited resources and a massive immigrant influx.

Our achievements on the economic front reflect the
determination of our nation to survive, to seek peace and to assure a
decent life for all our citizens.

The refinancing program, which the honorees have helped

effect, is an important step towards the economic stability which is so
vital to our goals.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Yitzhak Shamir

Mr. Harvey M. Krueger

Chairman

Financial Services Institutions Dinner
c/o Israel Bonds

730 Broadway

New York, NY 10003



Israel Office:

3 Mapu 5t, Apt 4

Jerusalem 94189

Tel. (02) 245 810
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS

Mr. Yitzhak Hanegbi r

Bureau Chief

Office of the Prime Minister no iy

Kiryat Ben=Gurion X

Jerusalem

Dear Tsachig

3sd 1ann m

94189 oown

(02) 245 810 b0
(02) 221 821

Our newly elected president, Mr, Robert K, Lifton, will visit Israel for several
days next week,

The purpose of the visit is to meet with Israell’s leadership and to familiarize
himself with the complexities and problems that Israel faces, as the AJCongress
formulates its own program and direction under Mr, Lifton's leadership. Surely,
recent events reguire the fullest exchange of views and coordination between

Israeli and American Jewish leaders,

Mr, Lifton, accompanied by our executive director, Henry Siegman, will be in

Israel from May 23=25,

your assessment of the current state of affairs,

It would be helpful and important for Mr, Lifton to hear

I would like to invite you, together with several of your colleagues, to join

us for dinner on Monday evening, May 23rd.

to make the arrangements,

Sincerely,

Dr, David Cla

n

Israel Director

DCiml

I will be in touch with your office
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ROBERT K. LIFTON

Mr, Lifton holds a B.B.A. degree fram the School of Business Administration,
City University of New York, Magna Cum Laude, where he was elected to the
honorary society Beta Gamma Sigma, and an L.L.B. degree from Yale Law School
1951, where he was a member of Order of Coif and Note Editor of the Yale Law
Journal, He was admitted to the New York Bar in 1952,

After serving as an officer in the Navy Supply Corps, Mr, Lifton was an
associate attorney with Kaye, Scholer, Fierman, Hays and Handler from 1955
to 1956 when, with his present partner, he began extensive real estate
activities, With his partner he organized Transcontinental Investing Cor-
poration in 196l and served as its President until 1968 when it was listed

on the New York Stock Exchange, and Chairman of the Board until its merger
in 1972, e s

Presently, Mr. Lifton is Co-Chairman of Marcade Group, Inc, (NYSE); President
and Chairman of the Executive Committee of Freferred Health Care, Ltd. (OTC);
and an officer and director of a number of privately held companies,

Fram 1472 to 1978 he was Visiting Lecturer in Law at Loth The Columbia and
Yale Law Schools where he taught basic and advanced courses in real estate

and real estate financing. He currently lectures at the N.Y¥.U. Real Estate
Institute and other programs.

He has written and lectured extensively on the subject of Real Estate., His
article on Real Estate in Trouble is in the July 1976 issue of The Business
Lawyer, and he holds the Graham and Dodd Award for the best article in the
Financial Analysts Journal for 1962. His book “Creative Real Estate - Bus-
iness Tax and Legal Strategies" was published by Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich
in March 1979 and was a book club selection tor the Lawyer's Book Club and
the Executives' Book Club, The book is now in its second edition,

Mr. Lifton is Chairman of the Fund for Religious Liberty of the American

Jewish Congress, He is a trustee of the N.Y.U. Real Estate Institute and

of its Sylvan Lawrence Research Center and is active in other philanthropical

. Grganizations. e was Chairman of the Parents Committee of Barnard College
from 1977 to 1978 and he was a member of the Committee of the Collection of

Whitney Museum from 1978 to 1980, 1In 1984 he was presented with the Dis-

tinguished Achievement Award by the Alumni of the Baruch School of Business
Administration,

* & & Kk Ak .

Mr, Lifton was elected to the presidency
,of the American Jewish Congress, and
assumed office on March 21, 1988,
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LIFTON: THE
MAN WITH THE
REEN THEMB

[ something needs to be done, get a to do it.
That must have been the reason why Robert K. Lifton
was elected president of the American Jewish Congress
at last week’s annual convention in Philadelphia,

Lifton is a chairman of The Marcade Group, Inc.,

rent of four apparel companies — Marlene Industries,
Emﬂl Bay, Perry Manufacturing and Europe Craft Im-

. Marcade shares are traded on the New York Stock

nge.

Marcade was on the brink of Cha 11 in 1986. It had
divested itself of a number of subsidiaries, holding on to
Marlene. In December 1986, the beleaguered firm was tak-
en over by Lifton and Howard L. Weingrow as chairmen
and Charles S. Ramat as ident and secretary.

They restructured Marlene and added the other three
firms "in stages through last fall. Volume, which had
reached a $155 million high in 1882 and had declined to $63
million by 1986, has moved upward to $72,300,000 for the
year ended Jan. 31, 1987, Estimated sales for 1987 are about
$260 million. From losses for four successive years, the
company is now substantially in the black,

Lifton, 60, and Weingrow, 64, have been partners in
various business and real estate enterprises for 31 years.

Separately from Marcade, now control United
Restaurant Management Corp., which runs Beefsteak Char-

FROM WAERE | T

lie's In the New York metropolitan area, and Preferred
Health Care, Ltd., a nonclinical administrative and adviso-
ry service to private health care and psychiatric hospital
facilities.

_ Lifton is president and chairman of the executive com-
mittee of the health care corporation, whose stock is scld
over the counter,

Ramat, 36, has been associated in real estate invest-
ments with Lifton and Weingrow for 10 years. An exception
to their joint real estate holdings is Atlantic City land owned
by Lifton and Weingrow and leased to a Donald Trump
casino. Ramat and Lifton met as student and teacher,
respeclively, in a course in real estate financing at Colum-
bia University’s law school. Obviously, they stayed in touch.

Ramal is the top-team Marcade officer most closely
involved with the apparel companies on a day-to-day basis.
The partners generally defer to the professional skills of
managements retained from previous regimes. Herbert L
Wexler, Marcade's former chairman and president, is a
director and consultant.

Ramal supervises overall operations, which nave been
consolidated wherever feasible. The parent organization's
heads work together on financing. Health care interests are
mainly in Lifton's domain.

Liflun's father was a New York men's clothing manu-
facturer who also owned retail stores. Bob attended a He-
brew day school in the Borough Park section of Brooklyn
where he was born.

. A graduate of the Baruch School of Business Adminis-
tration; City University of New York, he went on to Yale for
a law degree in 1951 and was admitted to the New York bar
the following year. He served as an officer in the 'y
Supply Corps. _

Upon his return to civilian life, in 1955, he joined a the
fledgling law firm, now Kaye, Scholer, Fierman, Hays .
Handler, as an associate attorney, Lifton resigned after one
year to form the partnership with Weingrow.

From 1972 to 1978, Lifton was a visiting lecturer in real
estate at both the Columbia and Yale law schools. He has
also lectured at New York University's Real Estate Insti-
tute of which he is a trustee. He is a member of the
UJA-Federation real estate cabinet.

His 1979 book, "'Creative Real Estate-Business Tax and
Legal Strategies’ (Harcourt Brace Jovanovich) was a se-
lection of the Lawyers' Book Club and the Executives’ Book
Club and is now in a second edition.

Lifton was chairman of the parents’' committee of Bar-
nard College from 1977 to 1978. An art collector, he was a
member of the Committee of the Collection of the Whitney
Museum from 1978 to 1960. The Baruch School's alumni
association presented him with its distinguished achieve-
ment award in 1984. /

. He estimates that he spends from 40 to 50 percent of his
time on American Jewish Congress activities. He gives full
credit to his partners and other executives in his vag
ventures for easing his assumption of the nsmciatinn'sw
idency. Still, he volunteers with a disarming smile, “extend
ing my waking hours also helps.”

Lifton keeps his weight at about 163 pounds on a 6 foot
1% inch frame through regular exercise. He and his wife,
Laretta, live on upper Park Avenue. They have two married
daughters, one of whom is expecting a baby, their first
grandchild, in May.

(Fridgay: Bob LiMon's views on dealing with hostilities in the Mideast)
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American Jewish leader proposes Mideast compromise by all

By Roberta Schur
Special 1o Tre Cresiian Scence Monibor

Mew York

Ome of the top Jewish leaders in the country, taking a
controversial stance on the unrest in Israel, is urging
territorial compromise for peace.

Robert Lifton, the newly elected president of the
American Jewish Congress (AJC), met in January with
Arab and Israeli leaders to discuss a trade of some part
of the oceupied territories for a solution consistent with
Israel’s secunty needs.

Mr Lifton traveled as a member of an AJC delegation
that met with Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and For-
vign Minister Shimon Peres in Israel, King Hussein in
Jordan, President Hosni Mubarak in Egypt, and King
Hassan in Morocco.

Lifton, a New York businessman and a graduate of
Yale Law School, had some strong statements for them.
The AJC's message was that “in the last analysis, those
administrations and governments will topple if their
people do not see their way clear to a better life,” Lifton
says. He adds that it is incumbent upon the nations of the
Middle East to “joun together and try to become some-
thing greater than they are now, by taking advantage of
the talent and the brains among all of them."

The growth rate of the Arab population is such that
by the turn of the century, Lifton says, more than half

; the population under Israeli
INTERVIEW

rule will be Arab. The Israe-
lis, he says, “have to face the
problem that if they enfran-
chised that population, [s-
Y rael would no longer be a
% Jewish state. And if they re-
= fused to enfranchise that
population, they would have
a population which is a sec-
ond-class citizenry in a state
that was not democratic,”
These circumstances led
the AJC, in contrast to many
other American Jewish
groups, to stand behind the
principle that Israel should
enter into negotiations in-

volving trading part of the
West Bank and Gaza for a
peaceful solution. With a
membership of more than
50,000 families, close ties
with leaders in many Euro-
pean countries, and a Wash-
ington bureau that is in con-
tact with members of
Congress, Lifton's views may have far-reaching impact.
He urges lIsrael to “take advantage of the regard and
‘affection that is held for you by the present administra-
tion,” adding that President Reagan and Secretary of
State George Shultz are among the best friends Israel has
ever had.

However, he says, “While we're telling the Israelis
they have a responsibility, we're also telling the Arab
leaders and the Falestinians they have a responsibility,
and in both cases the status quo is untenable.” The group
told the Arab leaders, Lifton says, “your responsibility is
to tell the Israeli public and the world at large that you
will recognize the sovereignty of the state of Israel and
its need for security and its survival - unequivocally and
clearly instead of hiding behind words.”

Lifton adds that many Palestinians are today living in
a fantasy of regaining control of all of Israel. “It's an
appropriate negotiation to discuss the West Bank and
Gaza, but it is not even appropriate to discuss the rest of
Israel,” he says,

Nevertheless, Lifton says the Palestinians must be
part of the negotiations. “If the people who have to deal
with them will not recognize the PLO, they'd better come
up with someone else " The recent bus hijacking in which
six people were klled is among the terrorist acts that
have tainted and discredited the PLO, he says.

Another barrier to negotiations he leammed of when
talking with Mubarak, Hussein, and Hassan, is that they
“have a very real concern that what would come out of
the riots in the territories would be a stronger extremist
fundamentalist group that threatens them maybe even
more than it threatens Israel,” Lifton says. “Each of

Lifton: Mideast
nations should
‘join together’

to become
something greater.
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their sovereignties is more vulnerable to extremism of a
fundamentalist kind than Israel is."

One solution to the conflict suggests the development
of a Jordanian/Palestinian confederation, in which,
Lifton says, a million and a half more Palestinians would
fall under Jordanian rule. This “would not be totally
consistent with Hussein's interests as the head of the
Hashemite Kingdom,” Lifton says, “because the Palestin-
ians would totally overwhelm the Hashemites. So one
can understand that he is reluctant to get into these
circumstances unless he is forced into it. And | think it's

incumbent on the Arab world and on the rest of the
world to put pressure on him to come to table and not
change the rules of the game as they go along. s

Lifton says he finds Shamir's negotiating position
hard to understand: “If what he is doing is being a tough
negotiator with an ultimate recognition of the realities as
we perceive them, then I can't challenge him because no
one is to say how one should negotiate. If [howeve r) what
he is being is totally intransigent and unwilling to come
up with any solution that changes the 5!.&5115 quo, then
J'm very disappointed and disturbed by it.
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Chairman

Malcolm 1. Hoenlein
Executive Director

Mr. Albert Vorspan

Union of American Hebrew
Congregations

838 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10021

Dear Aal:

In addition to reading your letter of May 13, I
came across your article in Tikkun, which you neglected to
mention to me. After I read your New York Times piece, I
asked Richard Cohen to check the record with respect to your
charge that I had put a "Kosher stamp on everything --
shootings, deportations, excessive force." Dick prepared the
enclosed letter based on the record. As you can see, the
charge you leveled is both false and defamatory.

It is especially hurtful in view of the very
circumstances which you related in your letter, nawely that I
have a reputation in the field of Human Rights and, indeed,
served for many years in the Human Rights organs of the
United Nations. I suppose I have been engaged in the field
as long as you. I, therefore, do not take lightly this
impugning of my reputation.

I thought your other references to me were a little
"cute," and I might add, they were read that way by many.
Needless to say, I was shocked and surprised by the personal
references in your piece, in view of our long acquaintance,
the civil way we have learned to disagree, and the colle-
| giality which has hitherto marked our relationship.
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Mr. Albert Vorspan 2

On a different level, I think your New York Times
piece was unbecoming to you as a leader in the community and
to the organization that you represent. The Atlanta opposition
to the Arab Consul from Israel is certainly not "racist." Is
it really necessary to pin that label to every circumstance
in which you reaction differs from others on issues involving
other ethnic groups? Must there ever be a knee-jerk reaction
and labeling? I happen to know the Consul and I think I have
some appreciation of Atlanta. I feel, as do many others,
that the Consul is in a difficult situation at this time.
This appreciation does not make one a racist. Was it really
necessary for you to paint with a brush so broad and so bold?

Next, I found, as you now acknowledge, your use of
the term "kosher" to be terribly offensive. But it is on a
par with your painting Jews reveling in a gilded hotel while
the Arabs suffer -- for that I gather was the thrust of your
mentioning the Jerusalem Hyatt.

What you uncover in these two references, in my
judgment, is a deep-rooted problem so unbecoming to one in
your position, but familiar to me from my upbringing in a
region infected with such words and images.

Two other matters disturb me:

You portray Ambassador Arad and the Israeli Consul
in Atlanta as "grateful" for your speech at the Israeli
Embassy (including, I suppose, your unique view that "Israel
and the Jewish people have contributed to the demonization of
the Palestinian people.") I would doubt that these two
Israeli diplomats agree or appreciate your excepting them
from their colleagues who "... hurled their guestions (at
you) like stones."

Then there is the question of collegial trust.
Alex Schindler joined with me in a recent letter to The New
York Times occasioned by the breach of confidence of another
colleague who reported from a meeting closed to the press.

Scores of people have told me that they read your
article as a breast-beating-agonizing triumph of a compas-
sionate and sensitive person over the hardness of colleaques
in other agencies and establishments. You lifted yourself to
a plane of moral superiority from which you gazed down upon
the common herd in sorrow and with a great deal of repugnance.




Mr. Albert Vorspan 3

One may ask, as many have, to what end did you do
this? To inflict wounds upon your friends? As a condemnation
upon a majority of the community? Why do you furnish ammunition
to those who now, as always, are all tco ready to take the
grenades, especially those furnished by Jews, to explode
against Jews?

I have written that in Israel, even after the most
acrimonious debates, Israelis are united in the defense of
their country. Whether the task is clearing Southern Lebanon
of terrorist installations or quelling rioters on the West
Bank, soldiers who support the "Peace Now" movement and
soldiers who are members of "Gush Emmunim" will, in the final
analysis, march together and die together. Debate in Israel
does not dissolve the determination of its citizens to make
the supreme sacrifice.

However, the kind of policy in which you are
engaged may very well, when all is said and done, leave the
Israelis who come together to serve their country, without
the arms to do so. Public debate and criticism on matters of
defense and security can have a very different effect in
Israel and the United States.

Whatever its purpose, your article did not contribute
to the healthy debate within our community; rather, it
appeared to be an attack from without.

I accept your invitation to sit down as soon as
possible. I think we should and must.

Sincerely,

M&rris B. Abram
Chairman

Enclosure

BY HAND
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'SIXTY MINUTES' ATTACK ON AIPAC
Morris B, Afram

(hairman

Maleoim I, Wosninin
Eatulive Direr it

In a stubement commenting on a segment of the CTB3-TV "Sixty Minutes"
broadeast Sunday night dealing with the American Israel Fublic Affairs Committee
(AITAC), Morris B. Abram, chaitman of the Conference of Presidents of Major

American Jewish Crganizations, said this wesk:

"The atlempted 'expose’ of AIPAC by 'Sixty Minutes' failed on all counts.

“1) It sought to atrack principles enshrined in the Constitution of the United
Sistes = the right of fres speech and the right of all citizens to petition the
government. AIPAC'S charter Is the Bill of Rights. Tts efforts to strengthen des
between our couniry and Israsl have proved succasaful because the American
people recognize that the U.S.-Lsravl slliunce = reflacted In the deslgnation of lsrag!
as a non"NATO ally and in the sighing of a Joint U.5.-Israe]l Memorandum .
expanding strategic cooperation between the two countries -~ is in our natlon's
highest intares!.

"In the words of President Reagan, contained in a letter 1o AIPAC dated May
13, 1988

“AIPAC Is widely respected and admired as onw of the country's mest
influentia] organizabions, with many achievements to your eredit. Probably none is
more important that the developing stratsgle cooperation between Israel and the
United States. We could not have been nearly so successful In building this new tle
between our countries without your inspiration and strong support....

“Our reladonship with Israel is in our mutual self-interest. But a narrow
calculation of Intergst is not the sole basls of the bond between our nations. At its
heart is a moral obligation on our part lo do whatever I necessary to defend and .
protect lsrael,’

"2) ‘Slxty Minutes' sought to attack the principle of American aid to our
country's friends abroad, and particularly Israel. The United S$tates has provided
foreign aid around the world since the Marshall Plan more than 40 years ago. That
assistance has been an Investment in the defense of American interests and In the
independence of friendly nations that need our ¢conomic and military assistance ,

‘Nowhere have these aid programs proved more successful than in the cage
of lsrael, the only democratic nation in the Middle Bast cauldron, the state that votes
with America al the United Nations more than any other, the state that shares
essential intelligence informarion with our country and that stands as the one
bulwark of freedom in the reglon.

"In Inunching Its attack on ATPAC, 'Sixty Minutes' distorted AIPAC's
purpeses and performance with Innwendoes and Inacourecies that made the
program a piece of shabby journallsm.

"We relterate our support for AIPAC as the political Instrument of the
Jewish community in petitioning our government on Israel-related matters, Its
Integrity and usefulness remaln unimpaired desplte the sorry attempt by 'Elxty
Minutes' to discredit it."
10/25/68 X X X
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P.0. Box 3303
Chattanooga, TN 37404

May 3, 1988

Dear Mr. Shamir:

We are mailing these petitions to you as a sign of our support
and prayers for you. You have a very difficult task in a troubled area,
and we are aware of the awesomeness of the task.

Our prayers continue for you and your people, as well as for our
United States Government to continue its firm stand on support of your
State.

These 297 people from the Chattanooga, Tennessee area send you a
greeting of "Shalom" and prayers.

Respectfully,

Fud P B swnt

Fred P. Bennett




“1 SUPPORT ISRAEL PETITION"

We the undersigned do herein:

I. Proclaim our support for the Biblical Nation of Israel.
2. Petition our U.S. Government to continue its full support of Israel.

Name Address
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"I SUPPORT ISRAEL PETITION"

We the undersigned do herein:

1. Proclaim our support for the Biblical Nation of Israel.
2. Petition our U.S. Government to continue its full support of Israel.

Name 5 Address
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"I SUPPORT ISRAEL PETITION"

We the undersigned do herein:

1. Proclaim our support for the Biblical Nation of Israel.
2. Petition our U.S. Government to continue its full support of Israel.
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1. Proclaim our support for the Biblical Nation of Israel.
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2. Petition our U.S. Government to continue its full support of Israel.

Address

7y

k. 807 Cep AL WoDL CF, 7 E.RIDGE, TV, |
2, igg@&[ﬁ;ﬁgﬁgfgfim‘}ﬁ, |
3. [F0313 ddpilis dos T e ?
4. /50] Vance Hue. WEY,
5. .0 Bex 12 5 ( a)ﬁiZiﬁ ; ’J"'
b. LMo Sarnia kane \di1kspy 'f??r-(g
7. /00 Drceroon aqse cy/—f’f’ EML&J.?{&;/
8. /0% S wWilloo st.- Qlaﬁ L 37904
9. JEELTY ni&_&uﬁdj_@ﬂ 3740y
10. STiar}
it 1&)’_’) -8 Emgw Are | Dmi
12. L?Q_,:c_mm Shve  Cletjan gj.l.fff“
13. e r")L M T 37Yy,
1a. ' /54’/7/,&% W ‘i}’é%k,!/\
15. ;o
17. %ymﬂ/ /fu?: ey ﬁf/}a {: f{i“ 47 ({f,ﬂﬂﬁ TH 21y

i 18. g)xﬂﬂWﬁwqx 14 ffin fﬁfﬁyﬁﬁzyg e LJ: ﬁ}ﬂﬁﬂﬁ{bﬁﬁy

i 19-/" O m SJ'JI'Ir-Wer tﬁﬁfktmnaiti:fha$ugi4ﬂk
20. (avol & 1§03 ﬁﬂ.lluu‘[l‘ Llatta—tn 32y0¢
21. 2.0, @ox’ 30\5:’ Chadl_TW DY
22. 1998 _ Ol Pong ot Ly Charta. 73504
23 246 Aufz {%/ J/M 6} 75 20Z
24, : L 37404
25. 20 1 Yoy
26. 3315 ¥ Zw’ /Mm 7Y 394)
275 32J5 Delt Tro.b ;:mﬂmmfﬂ FTH|
28. 2 10/ PerniAf Sog. ] //df?‘ ""j???’f??’
54 1317 ﬁuuﬁi:jif:2€::éfﬁf'
30.

'Efﬁ ; gf; i,gff,éj_.‘




“I SUPPORT ISRAEL PETITION" LJ
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1. Proclaim our support for the Biblical Nation of Israel.
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BRITH ABRAHAM Fraternal Order o

IN ASSOCIATION WITH BNAI ZION

Q18

May 10, 1988
orhwyqe
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
Three Kaplan Street

Hakirya, Jerusalem ISRAEL 91919

Mr. Prime Minister: e e e e

—

¥ n.a wHY 1IwD

- 7 -U6- 188

I apologize for not having sent this letter sooner, but

the response to our full-page article in the New York Times
Was enormous.

It has aroused great interest from all parts of the United
States. Both Jews and Gentiles have given finaneial supp-
ort to continue the program. O0f course, the hate-mail and
phone calls have been numerous and violent, but that is far
better than being ignored.

We have enclosed a reduction of my article against 'incompl-
ete reporting' by the networks. Copies have been sent to
the President, Vice-President, Secretary of State and the
full U.S. Congress.

Our fight to influence the TV networks and the print media
to report the news fairly and without bias, rather than
seek the sensational and dramatic at the expense of truth
and justice, will continue.

If you will suggest the problem area most pressing for the
security and benefit of Israel, we will be happy to 'carry
the message’'.

Respectfully,
s

Robert Freeman
Grand Master
BRITH AEBRAHAM

RF:fm encl. ad + articles

ces Foreign Minister Shimon Peres
Defense Minister Yithak Rabin

Hon. Moshe Arens

AMERICA-ISRAEL FRIENDSHIP HOUSE

136 EAST 39th STREET = NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 = (212) 725-1211







“WE ACCUSE”’

AN OPEN LETTER AGAINST INCOMPLETE REPORTING

THE NEW YORK TIMES, FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 1988

Many of us, as American Jews, feal embattied and cornered by the events in Israal,
where o highly organized PLO has a new and brilliant strategy: to undermine the
maoral integrity of the Israelis, to dofame the government and hias world opinion by
making Israel seem the Galiath against the David of the PLO. It is even more tragic
that some American Jews seem ready lo accept this charade. If WE do not resist this
new, effective PLO ploy, if we do not take the sclion now-we will have Lo live
helplessly with the reaction later. | hope | may reach other thinking Americans to
recognize the inherent danger ol relaxing their vigilance.

Most of us have been exposed to the TV coverage of CBS, NOC, ABC, along with
their saverely edited news clips. 1 is often the same fotage of children and women
throwing small stones Lo “harass” lsraeli troops. They carefully decline 1o show those
young lsreeli soldiers injured or even killed by bricks, grenades, and 11 gasoline bot-
Ues. Thay do nut show the riot conditions pre-arranged by the trained PLO leadership
to force a riot response lrom young Israelis who have neither the equipment nor the
training to deal with this strategy. Neither do they show, or acknowledge, how the
TV cameras and equipment with their large signs anmouncing *American
Television," nor do they indicale how this acts as a catalyst for rioting to begin Tor
tha American audience.

I challenge the networks 1o show the troe pleture of svents as they are happening
in lsrael, with the violent and deadly provocation that elicits an equally deadly
respanse, so that the American public and the world may see that soldiers have every
right to defend themselves against organized lethal force, Tknow it is more dramatic
to show armed soldiers shooting al women and children, but, as cuporters of integrty,
it is their duty 1o repor the truth, not the half-truth, 1tis their fanction and the g
pose of a free and lulr press to temper dramatics and fanatical sacriflice with fair cov-
erage by their TV camera crows. A PLO-planned program 1o suddenly logilimize
terrorism, makes the PLO appoar almost virtuous in o struggle for their people.’ I
mustters little that they are incited Lo riol for politics] or l'uFig'luus reasuns, hoth of
which may be untrue, Mr. Rather, Mr. Brokaw, Mr. Jennings, and olhers of the nel-
works have dong mone lo destroy the good reputation uﬁsraul with incomplete
repurting, and have done more to create the ‘uederdog’ sympathy situation for the
FLOY in total disregard of what Aralat and the PLO stand ¥ur and have perpetratid,
Muithar do they show how e PLO s tied 1oa global strategy far beyond their cause’
tor & "homeland’, which they and their sponsor Arab ‘moderate” states have rejecied
many times. The lsraelis have been ready to talk directly. The Arab stales have no
been willing even bo give humanitarian sid for the Bving burden of the Palestinians,
with decent housing, food and amenities lor the pist 40 years, o to give wp e 'cause’
of the Palestiniansg, bul perfectly willing to let 1r||.-n| live In hopeless squalor Tor two
generations while spanding billions on military snd terrorist and tralning assistance
for the destruction of lsrael in the name of the Palestinians. And in thelr obsessive
hatred, they hive become the unwilting dupes of the Soviels

When politicians, and some individual mispuided American Jews, in their
weakness and indecision throw thedr hands in the air and wail: “We have no cliaice,”
wit must remember that NO CHOICE IS A CHOICE,

We are vitally invalved with the interests of America and lsragl, and we are
intunsely concerned over evenls ocourring with such rapidity and frequency st the
instigation of terrorist Arab stites and under the orchestration of the Seviet Union.
We have been shaken by the ménage-a-trois o Costro, Arafat and Moscow amd its
terrible implications in Central America. While lsrael is the prime target in the
Middle Last, the Usited States is e prime target throughout the world, The manip-
ulition of Cubus and the Arab entitivs, spearbieadeod by the PLO assault in Central and
South America, provides the Soviets with more than enough satisfaction with the
progress of Soviel long-range goals. 11 is sad to listien (o the rhetoric of LS. politiciens
whao cling to the illusion that the PLO really represonts the interest of Palestinian
Aruhs, or that its influsnce in training, arming, linancing, educaling terrorisis
throughout (he world does not threaten the security of the United States by Dnstigat-
iy destabilization in the Third World countries; or thal they refuse Lo recognize the
shudow of the Bear calling the tune in the global dance. Cuba was the principal sup-
plier of arms 0 the Samlinista revalution, However, just before the final offensive,
large, vital shipments arrived from Libya and Algeria. Arms from Noril Kores were
senl o Nicaragua on a Lebanese-registered Syrisn-controlled vessel, owsed and
“I’Uﬂ“-'dh}' the: PLO. Yet today, Ortega reils against the LS. for doing only a fraction
ol what the Soviets and their surrogales, and the PLO arranged for him, What is even
muore frighlening is that American public opinion, many naive Congressmen and a
sepment of American Jews are against all aid ta the Contras in their light for democ
racy wnd justice. It is significam that ALL of the Democrat candidutes for President
of ihe United States are vehemently anti-Conlra, us is a great many in (he media.

After the revolution, the Sandinistas signed 4 government to government pgrec-
ment" with the PLO. On the first anniversary of the revolution in 1980, Yasser Arafal
received a royal welcome in Manosgua. Mr. Thomas Boerge, the literior Minister of
Micaragua, told him: “We say o our brother Arafut that Nicaragua is his land, and the
cise af the PLO is the cause of the Sondinistas,' Mr. Arafal replied: “The links
between us are nol new. Your comeades did not come to our country just to figght."
This last was a reference to the 1970 Jordanian war, [n January 1982, Arafal Zonounced
that the PLO had sent pilois to Nicarazua and guerrilla fighters to B1 Salvador. The
L5, State Department confinmed,

The Nicaraguan government hosted thi Lalin- American regional conlerence as
one of a series in Alfrica, Asis, Europe, and Latin-America prior fo the International
Conference on the Question of Palestine. The purpose of the conferences was 1o
"OBTAIN SUPPORT FROM INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION FOR THE
FALESTINIAN PEOPLE'S STRUCGLE FOR LIBERTY AND SELF-DETERMINA-
TION," according to the Nicaraguan Fureign Ministry. According to & Sandinista
defector, PLO pilots, lechnicians, and advisors, all Soviet trained, still operate in
Manugua. The Beer has been fiddling faster.

If there is still any doubit of the scope and the ultimate intentions of the entire
program, ask yourselves whether ANY country taken aver by the Soviets or their sur-
rogates have ever again enjoyed [reodom, democracy, or e nationalism. Nor have
thi: borders of any such stale satisfied their lust for further encroachment of their
neighbors. Will a Palestinian state, Soviet controlled, bring peace or calamity to lsrael?
How dungerous it is for Senators, Representatives, and candidates for the highest office
in the land to send the wrong signals to our enemies. The adversary, as it has been in
recent history, is the United States and its true ally, Iscael.

Lam appelled at the mlverse reaction of the Congress and the media who ignome
the sly orchestration of the Soviets and focus upan individual acts of riol lerrorism
und reprisal. They are able to participate in evil, without taking direct responsibility
fusr creating it by using two sels of moral criteria—one for what they do, with impun-
ity: another fur whal they believe others should do, with condemnation. They seok
tha short-term solution, as politicians slways do to stay in office with linle regard for
dumage fallowt, and s the media has lflmurr-ml to do in cruating the ultimate
dramatic story,

Those in high places who accept hypocrisy as principle and self-aggrandize-
munt as the norm, are called Congressmen and Politicians. And those who Function
i an age-old set of decaptions, distortion, and illusion in every country, are called
Diplomats. Anid the media, with little concern and less eonscience, whi whq“

up for the gullible, are called Experts. Al Lsrael, which loses the suppont
Avnerican pulilic so bed weon and so long sought, is called Ingrate, Bulcher, snd wolse.
And America, in its ineptitule and permissiveness, and with its idealism and char-
ily, is called Foal,

How sad!

W are aware of our responsibilities to each other and to lsrael. We know how
impartant good press and good TV reporting are 1o the lunctional sconomy and safety
of larael, We must not be ﬁtlu missing gene which leads 1o the demise of the body of
Israel. We must make our protosts I'uTt quickly and wilh suitable emphasis, with the
full weight of oures and Kindred organizations.

But you must help me. You will be called upon to respond, according to your
inner conscience, your fraternal spirit, your financial ability. | believe that you will
respond well, a8 you bave in the past.

1 have faith in you. If you should question the limits' of your particlpation, remind
yourselves of the ‘limits’ of the Holocaust, of thelimits® of prejudice and hatred of
lews in the World, of the ‘limits' of fews WITHOUT Lsrael, of the limits' of survival....

WHAT WE ARE IS THE SUM TOTAL OF WHAT WE HAVE BEEN AND WHAT
WE HAVE DOMNE. This axiom determines our ability to withstand adversity—our
spirit, our will, vur judgement, our wisdom, our humanity. Look to the history of the
Juws: lsragl today is @ product of the trials and the sulfering, the dreeams and (he
sccomplishments of the years of the Diaspors, and of the prioe millenia of bath glory
wid dilliculty. Israel is the re-birth. As individuals, we are the strengths and the
failings uf our entire life sxperience, WE ARE OUR HISTORY,

BUT nonation, or peaple, should be asked 1o cooperate in their own destruction,
to denounce the use of force, where deadly force is dsed against them; or 10 help to
creatis sn unamy slatd dedicated to their obliteration, within antillery range of Tel
Aviv, Haifa, and Jerusaling or to allow inroads by enemy surrogate siates and their
i trainer, supplier, or mentor, the Soviel Union,

MO NATION ON EARTH HAS EVER BEEN ASKED TO DO THIS, INCLUDING
THE UNITED STATES. WHY ISRAEL?

Tl fawts aned thee principles 1o this apen letter have come from many nul.-t.
ing bnformation sources. Lam prepared tostand behind them i any forum CarMme.
Rather, Mr. Brokaw, Mr. Jennings stand behind their incomplets repurling?

W you feel the way wi do, you can join us: as an organization, we will place your
nama: under this message, or the next one. As inlecested, thinking individualbs, we
will ke happy for vou to swell our ranks, (o insist upon complote and wndistored
reporting by the nelworks; o walch and 1o protest when the media CREATES the
news and INFLUENCES world opinien, overstopping their First Amendment Rights
of fuir and equal reporting. We must alse monitor our politicians who choase to view
the Palestinian threal as local, instead of part ol an evil global strategy

I don’t know all the snewers, | don't know whio can trust and who can b depended
upon fo be mome the heroic statesman or less the cunning demagogue. Bul | DO know
who we CANNOT (rust.....

I wiz dire: B suve the good of our civilization, eur socioly, our couniry, ur indi-
viduality; if w are to cherish our love for the Lord, our need for each other, the sur-
vival of Isrusl-we had better get startid. We must show that the power of the pen and
our mighty voice of protest will prevail over the slanted reparting of the glant net-
works, and the indifference of short-sighted politicians,

I'challenge them all to 'clean up their sct,’ o produce complete reparting they
are not rshamed o pul their names on, and for our Congressman 1o look beyond the
wluew of 'glasnost,”

Ruobert Freeman

Grand Master

Brith Abraham

Chartered 16859, Re-organized 1887

Endarsed: B'nai Zion, Organized 1008

JOIN US IN THE FIGHT FOR FAIR REPORTING
WE MUST CARRY THE FIGHT TOGETHER. WE ARE IN THE RIGHT. WE DARE NOT FAIL.
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BRITH ABRAHAM (uatetnal Ovder
IN ASSOCIATION WITH BNAI ZION

On a brief historical note: Brith
Abraham was originally organized
In 1859 to serve the greal waves
of Jewish immigrants seeking
freedom (rom oppression. In
1887, Brith Abraham grew into its
present lorm.

We were there 10 use our con.
siderable influence and prestige
as the largest Jewish orgqaniza.
hon in the Unied States, with
President Theodore Roosevelt,
10 stop the terrible pogroms in
Russia, which he did with forih-
nghi courage. We were there
to assist in the formation of the
Zionist movement. We were there
1o press lor the lormation ol the
Jewish Homeland, which resulied
in the Ballour Declaration. We
were there 10 buy the first 25,000
dunam ol land lor the settlers in
the 1920's. We were with Dr.
Chaim Weizmann in our head
quarters building in New York
City 10 lormulate plans for the
miracle ol the prophets, the re-
turn ol the Jewish People 1o Ererz
Yisrael. We were there through
the years of lormation and the
tme ol declaranion We will never
back away lrom the Jerusalem
Pledge. And with our sister or.
ganization Bnai Zion, we will sup-
port the strength and gqrowth ol
America, and the survival and
destiny of Israel

From the Journal of the

Award Dinner, ,.

by Robert Freeman, Grand Master

AMERICA-ISRAEL FRIENDSHIP HOLSE
136 EAST 39th STREET * NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 * (212) 725-1211




e

Grand Master of Brith Abraham

Robert Freeman

The First Hundred

Years

A story is told about Albert
Einstein. A reporter, seeking to
test him, asked how many feet
there are in a mile. “l don’t know,”
said the great mathematician. “Why
should [ fill my head with things
that [ can look upinabookin two
minutes?” He focused on the
important things few others could
accomplish. The ability to act on
information is what gets things
done. It is far better to have peo-
ple around us who can solve
problems, than to recite facts.

Einstein once estimated that
when he came to a conclusion, 99
times out of a hundred it was
wrong. He had to re-think it. But
Einstein was much more modest
than most people. Some years
ago when | was working on the
Minuteman missile program, |
delivered a series of lectures to
engineers at theRedstoneMissile
Center in Huntsville, Alabama.
Dr. Werner Von Braun was the
director. After the question period,
I went back with him te his office.
On his desk was a tablet: “Basic
Research is what | am doing
when | don't know what | am
doing.”

Both men, giants of our time,
were extremely modest about their
accomplishments. They believed
that what we have done yester-
day, or last year, is really aca-
demic. More important is what
we do with today and tomorrow.
No success, no matter how great,
can last forever. Success must
have continuity, never satisfac-
tion, self-praise or finality. When
growth stops, we have begun the
process of decay.

You may wonder why | would
open an essay in this way. It is
because Brith Abraham, with its
glorious history, has coasted for
the past 50 years, and we know

Dr. Stephen S. Wise (left), American
and World Zionist leader, with M.
Hollander, an eminent national of-
ficer of the Independent Order of
Brith Abraham in Saratoga Springs,
N.Y., on June 18, 1939.

coasting can only happen down-
hill. It is a testament to the former
power and size of Brith Abraham
that it was able to survive this
long period of limited progress.
And] weary of the burden of try-
ing to make our past, our future.
Itis tautology, a term usually des-
cribing the lawyer’s art, that is

saying a thing over again, in dif-
ferent words, adding nothing to
clarification or forward movement.
It is the stating of a fact to be its
own reason, for confusion of cause
and effect.

In 1987, Brith Abraham will
reach its Centennial—100 years
since the Independent Order Brith
Abraham regrouped and formed
anew organization out of the old,
the original Order Brith Abraham
founded in 1859. We are now
known as Brith Abraham, and

whether we are to be considered
to be 100 or 128 years of age
makes little difference. It is a
milestone enjoyed by few organi-
zations. Itis somethingtocelebrate.

But our past history for world
Jewry and for the State of Israel
must not be our reason for exist-
ence. We need optimism in this
sad and sorry old world, but not
blind optimism. We must con-
stantly examine our optimism to
be certain that we are still in
touch with reality, The solutions
to problems are not always found
in brilliant and creative projects.
They are often discovered by
making the old, proven ideas work.
People make a great fuss about
creativity—the ability to think up
new ideas. But creativity must be
accompanied by two other tal-
ents: the judgment to distinguish
between a good idea, and a bad
one for the time; the ability to
make a good, timely idea actually
work. Lots of people have ideas.
We must decide which are work-
able, and then to find someone
who can put them into practice.

Brith Abraham has taken the
steps to move forward. We have
formed an association with our
sister organization Bnai Zion, with
common goals and combined tal-
ents. We have our programs to
develop. We assist in the many
living projects of Bnai Zion, and
the reciprocal strengths we derive
from dedicated leadership together.
We will not use tautology, the
constant repetition of our history
to blind us to the difficult tasks
ahead.

It would be untrue, to end this
essay sounding the loud clarion
of success. | am surely aware of
the limits of our people-power
and of our ability to raise large

Continued on page 28




Brith Abraham

Continued from page 2

sums of money which, more and
more, have become the neces-
sary hallmark of Jewish organiza-
tions. We will do our own fair
share of fund raising, of work for
the just cause, of developing new
programs.

Someone said: “l could do
great things, if | weren’t so busy
taking care of the little things.”
Brith Abraham will take care of
its little things, and some great
things, too. We look forward to
our second hundred years, with
cautious optimism. We now know
the limits for our Order, and our
people. We have learned never to
try to push for projects beyond
us. It wastes our precious time,
and it only dulls the spirit of our
people. We will try, instead, to
multiply our number so that we
may attain a greater influence.

The future has in store only
what has been placed in store for
the future—our energy, our will,
our talents. In three years we will
enjoy a long awaited Centennial.

But we will also be prepared
with ongoing programs for growth.

=
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mong the countless
letters which have
been addressed to
President Ronald Reagan from
all over the free world pleading
with him to change his planned
visit to the Bitburg Wehrmachz
cemetery containing the tomb-
stones of 47 §5 Nazi officers, the
letter sent to him by Robert
Freeman, Grandmaster of Brith
Abraham-Bnai Zion, who served
as an American bomber pilot
during World War II, merits to be
recorded in the historic chroni-
cles of the commemoration of the
40th anniversary of the defeat of
the Nazis. Since the letter repre-
sents one of the most mouving
missives on this painful subject,
with its words flowing from the
heart, we reproduce for the
information of our readers, the
complete text of Robert Free-
man’s letter:

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. President:

With all the media coverage,
vou hardly require additional
comment regarding your pro-
posed visit to honor the German
dead at Bitburg. Then, to an
extermination camp, for ‘balance.’
You are in a situation in which
you can gain nothing, but where
you may lose a great deal of sup-
port from large segments of
Americans, and even from our
Allies with considerable war dead.

| have some strong reasons for
writing to you. | am the head of a
large Jewish organization and that
is my first area of concern. A
great many of our members are

President
Reagan’s Visit
to Bitburg -
An Historic
Letter From a
Bomber Pilot
Whose Family
Perished in
the Holocaust

—

survivors of various death camps
and have lost many of their family
members in them. Many of our
own close family perished at
Treblinka and Auschwitz. Most
of the camps and much of the
trappings of the barbarism used
there have been hastily removed
after the war, but not before tho-
rough photo and witness docu-
mentation by Allied Forces in the
liberation.

Secondly, in 1944 | was a B-24
heavy. bomber pilot. My aircraft
sustained severe flak damage over
the target in Germany, then was
hit by ME-109's. | descended from
bombing altitude with two engines
out, to a rocky area just west of
Zagreb, and belly-landed. We had
two dead, two badly wounded,
the rest of my crew of 10 suffering
flak injuries of varying degrees.
Everyone, including myself, was
bleeding. The Germans had fol-
lowed the smoke trail: waiting for
us at the site were two half-tracks
and a truck, fully manned, with an
SS officer in charge. We were
savagely treated and thrown into
the truck with a brutality that
exacerbated our injuries and
murdered my two seriously
wounded crewmen. For having

detonated my Norden bombsight
which Iwas required to do as lead
pilot, and to keep it out of the
hands of the enemy, the SS officer
knocked out three of my teeth
with his luger. Later, | was separ-
ated from my crew, for question-
ing, and | never saw any of them
again.

| would wish that anyone who
doubts the brute ferocity of the
Germans of that era, should enjoy

the experience of interrogation
by the 5S.

| escaped, met up with a group
of partisans who led me at night
through 250 miles of enemy terri-
tory to an advanced British posi-
tion. Back at my base, | could
barely wait to get out of the hospi-
tal and return to flying status.

There were so many Nazis
who needed killing.

Mr. President, as one person- .
ally involved with German soldi-
ers and German civilians; as a
member of the D.AV.; as the
Grand Master of Brith Abraham-
Bnai Zion; as a Jew, both directly
and generally affected by the
holocaust; as one who believes
you are good for the country and
who wishes you to remain high in
world esteem, please do neither
the Bitburg memorial nor the
death camp visitation. The first
lowers the stature of the Presi-
dency; the second, as a ‘balance’
under pressure, demeans the
memory of the victims of a coun-
try gone mad. Together, they will
blur your image as a strong leader
of decision. .

Mr. President, our members
and our affiliated organizations
support you, and have worked
for you. But you are making it
difficult to explain some things
away. For no gesture and no
apology by anyone, can speak
about the unspeakable, or forgive
the unforgiveable, except the vic-
tims. It is like forgiving the Inquisi-
tion, or the Crusades; or for the
tens of millions of Jews who died
in campaigns of hate and destruc-
tion in the Diaspora—more than

Continued on page 38
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Continued from page 37

in all the wars in history up to
WW L

Who forgives whom, and for
what? The Jews, as a people,
never lost faith in the Lord. The
ultimate judgement is His, not
yours, not the Pope's, not the
Germans, not even the Jews.

| do business with Germans.
We get along rather well, and we
assist each other, cordially, as
gentlemen. But | have difficulty
being close friends, even after 40
years. | o forgive, and to forget, is
an anachronism. We must do the
first. We dare not do the second.

Mr. President, my grandfather
left Russia at ihe time of he
Kishinev massacre, and made
his way with my grandmother
and my father across Furope, on
to America. When | prepared for
the service in 1941, he offered me
these words:

“Never dishonor this great

country.

Never dishonor your People,

your family, your name.

Never, never, honor the

dishonorable.”

Mr. President, we should heal
the wounds with Germany. We
should be Allies against Soviet
aggression, and partners in com-
merce. We should share our
bounty and exchange our techni-
cal expertise.

But please, not at Bitburg, not
any military posturing, no mollifi-
cation at Dachau or Buchenwald,
not with dramatic gestures and
empty platitudes. Get rid of the
people of bad judgement who
advised you and set you up in this
embarrassing and dangerous posi-
tion.

And remember Grandpa. He
never lied to me.

Respectiully,

Robert Freeman
Grand Master

Brith Araham-Bnai Zion
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Mr. Freeman’s comments after the
President’s visit to Bitburg:

After President Ronald Reagan
completed his brief visit to the
Bitburg cemetery, Robert Free-
man made the following com-
ments:

“I would like to make this
comment, after the fact. As Jews,
we must realize that, whatever
our personal feelings and opin-
ions, we will be held accountable
collectively as Jews. We have
loudly raised our voices, and we
have rightfully made our appeals.
We have done all that could be
done through the Jewish leader-
snip, and cur own organization.
Now it is the time to cool it.
Ronald Reagan is our President,
and will be for the next three
years. We, as Jews, must go to
him for his assistance to lsrael
and for his help with any actions

of other nations against the inter-
ests of Jews everywhere, We
have had to ‘go it alone’ for thou-
sands of years. Now we have a
good friend in the White House,
who makes mistakes every so
often, but who has, nevertheless,
been remarkably responsive to
the needs of Israel and the rights
of Jews in oppressed lands. “It is
better to enjoy a hen tomorrow,
than an egq today.” Enough al-
ready with endless complaints
against him. Let us dispense with
further rhetoric. [ am militant and
vecal to prevent an aciion, but it
is futile to continue the invective
after the action is past. Let us
rather address ourselves to influ-
ence the President because we
are friends, We will gain nothing
by being adversaries.”
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Your Excellency:

May 10, 1988

'HAVURAT YISRAEL

DAVID L. ALGAZE, Rabbi
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On Monday, June 13, our congregation will celebrate its seventh anniversary.
In honor of that occasion, a special Journal will be published.

The honorees are Rosalyn and Franklyn Snitow. Also receiving honors
will be Caren and Harvey Barnett and Esther and Julian Zimbler. All
three families have worked tirelessly on behalf of this congregation.

Our intellectual, open Orthodox Jewish congregation is the newest in
Forest Hills. In the seven years since its inception, we are gratified to
have had an important impact in our community through the dynamism

of our programs.

[ am sure that your communication will mean a great deal to our honorees

and to the rest of the members of this congregation.

If we receive your letter by May 30, we will be able to publish it in our
Journal. I look forward to hearing from vou.

Best wishes from all of us.

DLA:ss

" Sincejely,

David L. Algaze
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May 9, 1988

Editor

The New York Times Magazine
229 West 43rd Street

New York, NY 10036

Dear Editor:

I deeply resent the unfair and unfounded accusations against me contained in the article by
Albert Vorspan in your May 8 issue. His outrageous charge that I put a "kosher stamp on every-
thing -- shootings, deportations, excessive force” is belied by the series of unequivocal public
statements 1 issued in the name of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations.

In them, 1 deplored the violence and regrettable loss of life resulting from the riots in Gaza
and the West Bank as "dangerous and disfiguring to people who have no alternative but to find a
way to coexist in peace.” 1 acknowledged that "of course Israel makes mistakes, just as America
does," and that "sometimes the actions it takes vary from the central core of values for which Israel
stands.” I also said -- and T maintain still -- that Israel "is a democracy, and thus it has a self-
correcting mechanism to restore it to the proper path."

I publicly expressed sympathy for the Palestinians, who -- abandoned and left homeless
when the Arabs refused to accept the UN Partition Plan of 1947 -- were further betrayed and
forced into more refugee camps after the Six Day War when the Arab states refused to make peace
with Israel in exchange for all of the territories Israel won in repelling Arab aggression.

And while I cannot report on my private conversations with Israeli leaders, The Timee iteelf
reported that I had srongly objecled, in a telephone call to Defense Minister Rabin in Jerusalem, to
the policy of beatungs which he had enunciated. Three days later, at a news conference on January
27, I stated: “A policy of indiscriminate beatings would be wrong and inconsistent with Isrsael's
historic policy and practice."

It was slanderous of Mr. Vorspan to write about me as he did and irresponsible of The
Times Magazine to publish it.

Sincerely,

Morris B. Abram,
Chairman




ALBERT VORSFAN

May 13, 19&g
Dear Morris,

I've heard from many sources that my article caused you great distress
and that the sentence on the "kosher" stamp was especially painful.

Needless to say, I did not intend any personal attack and all comments
about you were fair, respectful, if not outrightly complimentary. By

contrast, see the New Republic.

The "kosher" word was unfortunate. Certainly, I did not intend to
suggest that you advocated or welcomed "departations, excessive force,
etc. ". I know that on occasions you expressed misgivings and regret
about these practices and they caused you as much pain as they did me.
Indeed, I truly believe that the vast majority of readers understood this
sentence as I intended it and not as you are reading it. In your public
statements as Chairman, in seeking to interpret the broader context and
the need for Israel to restore tranquility in the territories, you were
widely perceived as defending these policies.

A major point of the article was to show the terrible dilemmas which the

Palestinian revolt provoked in the American Jewish community --- and the

tension between the need to show Jewish unity and the need to respect the
diversity of opinion which obtains among American Jews.

To me, this is not the good quys versus the bad guys. It is the profound
conflict and agony among Jews who love Israel and who know that her choices
also are not good versus bad but bad versus worse.

I have known you for thirty years --- since I first met you in Atlanta
where I admired your courage and commitment as a young civil rights
lawyer. Over the years you and | have shared many causes and sometimes
disagreed, agreeably, on several issues but | never ever intended to
malign your integrity or dedication to the Jewich people.

I think we should sit down and clear the air 45 soon as possible,

Cordially,

oy

fhx'
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A personal diary offers insights into the
struggles within the American Jewish
community over current Israeli policy.
By Albert Vorspan

Albert Vorspan is senior vice president of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations, which comprises 804
Reform synagogues in the United States and Canada. For
35 years, he has directed the union's sncml-actia_n pro-
gram, an advecacy group that applies Jewish teachings to
i1ssues of social fustice in American life.

o~

NEW YORK, DEC. 9, 1987  Riots have erupted in the
Gaza Strip and the West Bank. The networks show scenes
of rampaging Palestinian youths hurling rocks and in-
sults, Israeli soldiers firing back. Is this it> Has the pot
boiled over at last? Twenty years of occupying an alien
people, and now on our television screens a harvest of
rage. Has the nightmare begun?

DEC. 21 Everybody I talk to is as upset as | am, de-
pressed and anguished. The Israelis can't cope. In the
territories, it is spontaneous combustion. The press re-
ports that some young Arabs have stood up to Israeli
troops, baring their breasts and daring the soldiers to
shoot. How can a humane, democraric society respond to
such desperation?
Something fundamental seems to be happening. The
- moral equation has changed. Whether we accept it or not,
every night's television news confirms it: Israelis now
seem the oppressors, Palestinians the victims.




Arguments rage about riot control, live ammunitjup.
rubber bullets, deportations. But the underlying issue is
- the political and moral bankruptcy of Israeli policy. And
now Israeli Arabs have declared their solidarity with their
Palestinian brothers and sisters. One of them, interviewed
on the news, makes an analogy that turns my blood cold:
just as you Jews, though American citizens, share a deep,
almost mystical kinship with Jews in Israel, he says, sowe
Arabs, though Israeli citizens, feel a prn!‘uur}d sense of
connection with our Palestinians in the territories.

CHAPPAQUA, N.Y., JAN. 8, 1988 I'm at Temple
Beth El for a scholar-in-residence weekend. A snowstorm
wipes out the Friday service, but the weather improves
Saturday and we gather in the temple's library. £

It's painfully obvious that each of us is following the
grim events with deep emotion; we are implicated. It's not
like discussing a foreign issue. It's about us.

Beyond any issue in recent years, American Jews are
traumatized by events in Israel. This is the downside of
the euphoric mood after the Six Day War, when we felt _11}
feet tall. Now, suffering under the shame and stress of pic-
tures of Israeli brutality televised nightly, we want to
crawl into a hole. This is the price we pay for having made
of Israel an icon — a surrogate faith, surrogate syna-
gogue, surrogate God. Israel could not withstand our ro-

mantic idealization. Israel never asked us to turn it into a
kidney machine to pump some Jewizh blood into aur mori-
bund lives.

Now Israel reveals itself, a nation like all the others.
Welcome to Israel's Vietnam, Kent State and Watts rolled
into one. What did we expect? An eternity of Golda Meir
and “the woman of valor,” kibbutzniks dancing the hora
around bonfires?

Some members of the congregation are prepared to ac-
cept the bitter normalcy into which Israel has descended,

-but most are not. Israel must behave like a Jewish state,
they say, measured by Jewish ethical standards: it must
be better than Iran or Jordan or Syria. I pick up the
prayerbook and read from Micah: “What doth the Lord re-
quire of us? Only to do justly, to love mercy, to walk hum-
bly with thy God,” recalling that the prophets judged first
and foremost their own people. The majority here seem to
share my view,

————

NEW YORN, JAN. 14  Aninformal staff meeting at the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations. What should
the U.A H.C. do or say? Last November, our General As-
sembly adopted a strong resolution condemning the status
quo in the territories as dangerous to Israel's security and
its survival as a Jewish nation. While acknowledging that
the Arab world, except for Sadat, had refused to recognize
Israel's right to live, we had warned against the demo-
graphic time bomb in the territories and urged prompt ne-
gotiations to end the occupation,

But what good would it do to say “We told you so"?
Maybe it would advance Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres's plan for an international peace conference, which
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir rejects. But should we get
involved in the middle of the Shamir-Peres fratricide? Be-
sides, the new conventional wisdom is that it is crazy to ex-
pect any negotiations while the riots persist. Israel will not
reward violence, will not negotiate under the gun. First
tranquillity, then, maybe, talks.

sy

But what if the riots don't end? What then?
Some of us are upset about the position of the Confer-
| ence of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organiza-
tions. [ts chairman, Morris Abram, seems to be putting a
‘ kosher stamp on everything — shootings, deportations, ex-
cessive force. Yetl our group and several others repre-
sented believe in taking a more critical line. Somebody
suggests we join the other critical organizations in issuing

| aseparate joint statement, urging Israel to begin negotia-

tions now. But many worry that speaking out now will hurt
the seeming unity symbolized by the presidents confer-
ence, or that it will stir acrimony within the Jewish com-
munity — or be used by Israel's enemies.

Do the Israelis understand the profound impact of the
disturbances on the American Jewish community, on
American public opinion, and — at least potentially — on
Israel's support in Congress? Rabbi Alexander Schindler,
the president of our group, has been telling them; Henry
Siegman, director of the American Jewish Congress, has
been telling them; even Morris Abram has been telling
them, privately — so have many other Jewish leaders. But
do the Israelis really care about our opinion when they
face issues vital to their national security?

David Saperstein, director of our Religious Action Cen-
ter in Washington, describes the deep disquiet on Capitol
Hill. No serious erosion of support has emerged, but great

A\ unhappiness lurks beneath the surface. Nobody needs to
|

say it. The $3 billion in aid and the military alliance repre-
sent Israel's margin of safety. But the arrangement is not
written in stone.

WASHINGTON, JAN. 18  The Israeli Embassy has in-
vited Morris Abram, Queens College sociologist : S‘teve
\ Cohen and me to present our assessments of the ppnsmg's
impact. 1 fly to Washington with very mixed Iee_lmgs. In 40
years of service in American Jewish organizations, much
l of it devoted to Israel, this is the first time I can remember
the Israelis’ asking for my opinion. y
Our audience consists of about 30 Israeli officials !_rum
consulates all over the United States. Abram speaks first.
He is skillful and graceful, describing the impact of the
events and the harm done by the news media, but stress-
ing the American Jewish community’s undiminished sup-

part.

My turn. | apologize for the harshness of my judgl_'mmts
and language, but (as I tell them) I see no point in my
being here if 1 am merely an echo of Morris Abram. In my
view, Israel is facing more than an image disaster. It is
facing a moral and political catastrophe.

Yes, the media have overdosed on the violence. But for
us to scapegoat the media as the heart of our problem is to
engage in a colossal act of self-delusion. The central prob-
lem is the bankruptcy of the policy. Not only is a negotiat-
ing process essential to end that failed policy, it may be a
necessary prelude to ending the uprising itself. Israel_ is
perceived not only as the oppressor, but as a country ur{r.h
a Government divided against itself, in total gridlock, in-
capable of any political initiative.

e o




As for the American Jewish community, I believe it is in
trauma, that there is a danger of alienation unless there _ 0
are Jewish voices of dissent that publicly address the anxi- U U 2 2 i
eties Jews share. There are deep divisions within the Jew- &) |
ish community that the presidents conference and the Na- “ / |
tional Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council can- [ T
not paper over. The longer this disaster continues, the
greater the danger of Jews’ simply turning off and turning
away from Israel.

Finally, while it is true that American public opinion
has been strong and sympathetic to Israel, it is very vola-
tile. Yes, Americans prefer Israel to the Arabs by 5or 6 to
1, but that is partly because they have a racist and stereo-
typed view of Arabs, Indeed, Israel and the Jewish people
have contributed to the demonization of the Palestinian |
people. The Arabs have demonized the Jews as well; but
let us admit that Golda said the Palestinian people did not
exist, that Begin likened them to “two-legged beasts,”

and that Israeli politicians routinely equate Palestine
Liberation Organization terrorism with the Palestinians
themselves, thus stripping this people of any humanity
and any dignity.

The Israeli officials seemed to appreciate neither my
analysis nor my candor. They hurled their questions at me
like stones: You worry about our dehumanizing the Arabs,
you think they do not dehumanize us? Can you tell us how
to achieve order without force? My son is doing his mili-
tary service on the West Bank, are you saying he is a
beast? With whom should we negotiate? And who are you
to tell us about these things, anyway?

Only two Israelis seemed to be grateful that I had come
and said my piece. One was Ambassador Moshe Arad him-
self, the other the Israeli Consul General in Atlanta, who is
an Israeli Arab and is now under fire from some Jewish
racists in Atlanta.

NEW YORK, JAN. 19  As we get up in the morning, my
wife, Shirley, and I listen as National Public Radio's Israel
correspondent describes a new Israeli Army policy of |
“breaking the bones" of Palestinian demonstrators. The

army, he says, is dragging Palestinians out
of their homes and deliberately breaking
their bones. Palestinians with broken hands
can't throw stones, says an Israeli spokes-
man.

We listen in stunned disbelief. Is this possi-
ble, or has some reporter gone crazy? No, it
is not possible, it cannot be. My stomach is
queasy. Shirley is near tears. But when [ get
to the office nobody mentions it, so it must
have been a phony report. Deliberately
breaking bones? Israel? Comeon.. ..

JAN. 21  The New York Times confirms
Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin's
proclaimed policy of administering “force,
might, beatings" to deter violence in the
territories. Shamir says this will put “the
fear of death” in them. The hospitals are fill-
ing up with Palestinians whose arms and legs
have been deliberately broken by soldiers il
and settlers. DAVID KARP

If all this is true, Israel has lost its moral
compass, has become a nation in panic, Op-
Ed columns are (Continued on Page 5] )

Demonstrators in New York supported
Shamir's policles as the Prime Minister
spoke to the presidents group March 20,
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savaging Israel. | have been
a Zionist since | was a child
growing up in St. Paul. Is this
the fruition of Zionism?

JAN. 22

Alex Schindler, a Reform
rabbi and the president of my
group, calls from Los An-
geles. He can’t sleep, too
upsel. Alex is thinking of
sending an open cable to
President Chaim Herzog of
Israel. Herzog won't like it,
but it has got to be said. How
can anyone take us seriously
if we are silent on the beat-
ings policy? What help can
we be to Israel il our silence
brands us as mere apolo-
gists? But going public with
criticism means breaking the
unwritten law: Jewish organi-
zations don't attack lsrael, at |
least not out loud.

Still, if anybody can and
should do it, it's Alex Schin-
dler. Schindler’s support as
chairman of the Conference of
Presidents at the time was,
crucial to American Jewish
leaders' acceptance of Mena-
chem Begin when he became
Frime Minister in 1577. Begin
was a hawk, allied with Ortho-
dox parties, an ex-terrorist.
Schindler was liberal, a peace-
nik. But he immediately liked
Begin personally (a feeling
that was reciprocated) and de-
cided that the first non-Labor
FPrime Minister in Israel's his-
tory deserved the support of
American Jews,

Schindler, then, had the L
credibility to make the point
that the policy was so damag- ,t
ing to lsrael's reputation in
America that even so deeply
committed a Zionist as Alex
Schindler was forced to pro-
test.

NEW YORK, JAN. 25

Everything has hit the fan.
The story about Alex's open
letter to President Herzog,
along with lengthy excerpts,
occupies the entire front page

of New York Newsday. The
Los Angeles Times and The
New York Times give it lots
of space, and the networks
play it big in the evening. It's
a thunderbolt. You can al-
most hear the sighs of relief
from staff members at the
U.A_H.C. office and, 1 sense,
from large segments of the
Jewish community.

4/”
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Morris Abram presides at
an emergency meeting of the WASHINGTON, JAN. 27

presidents conference, called
o assess the awfyl press Js-
rael’s been getting. For many
present, however, its Schin-
dler-bashing time. How dare

any Jewish leader run to The

New York Times to make pub-
licity out of Israel's troubles?
“What is this hubris, this
chutzpah, this moral arro-
gance?" an official of a Jewish
community relations agency
demands. “When Israel was
shooting and killing Palestin-
ian rioters, he was silent. Now
Israel has a policy of force to
avoid shooting and he blasts
them publicly?"” With a look of

. utter disdain, he notes that the

media have been beating a
path to his door, but he abso-
lutely refuses to cater to the
media at lsrael's expense.
Much applause.

Simcha Dinitz, once Is-
rael's Ambassador to the
United States and now newly
elected chairman of the Jew-
ish Agency, urges ‘“re-
straint," so that the presi-
dents conference can con-
tinue to be the wvehicle of
united Jewish support for Is-
ragl. 1 reply that on some
issues, the conference has no
consensus — just as there is
none in Israel; that the sky
will not fall if a voice of dis-
agreement with Israel's poli-
cies is raised; and that our
joint credibility will be shat-
tered forever if an unnatural
silence should descend upon
the entirety of American
Jewry in this moment of ulti-
mate testing. Moreover, if
Alex Schindler, of all people,
must be defended against the
belief that disagreement con-
stitutes disloyalty, we are all in
big trouble. Dinitz interrupts
to say: “Look, 1 did not even
mention Alex's name, so why
do you assume | was talking
about him and his statement?"

The founding meeting of the
United States Interreligious

Committee for Peace in the
Middle East. I'm one of the
signers of its statement call-
] ing for reconciling Israel's
security with Palestinian
self-determination.

I have been asked to par-
ticipate in the press confer-
ence, along with several Mid-
| dle East experts, representa-
|| tives of Protestant denomina-
tions, and the Roman Catho-
lic Church. Hundreds of Jews
signed the original manifesto,
| but only a handful are here,
| But who are all these Pales-
tinians? Do | know what I'm
getting into? On the other
hand, what good does it do to
spend your life talking to
your Jewish clones about
Palestinians and never get-
ting to know any?

The press conference room
is jammed. I recognize a few
familiar faces, but where did
this army of Palestinian and
Arab reporters come {rom? |
make a briel statement —
pointing out that Jews and
Palestinians have  been
joined at the hip by geogra-
phy and destiny and that our
survival requires mutual
recognition — before the
questions rock me: Will you
call for sanctions against Is-
| rael? Support & P.L.O. state?
When will you demand a cut-
off of American aid to Israel?
What plan do you have for the
ultimate solution to Jerusa-
lem? | become angry. 1 tell
Mational Public Radio that if
the Arabs had not attacked
1srael in 1967 there would be
no occupation, that if the
P.L.O. had not betrayed the
Palestinians they would have
a homeland already.

One of the Arab speakers
says his family was wiped out
by Israeli terrorists in his vil-
lage of Deir Yassin, but his
Moslem faith compels him
nonetheless to seek peace
and mutual recognition. How
many other Arabs are saying
that? A couple who did were
assassinated by the P.L.O
This guy's got guts.




I'm not comfortable here.

‘I'm even anxious about my

fellow Jews, all controversial

| doves whose views 1 have

criticized in the past — a past
when establishment types
like me were content with the
received wisdom about the
Middle East.

The best speeches are by
the lsraeli Mordechat Bar-On
of Peace MNow, and Hanna
Siniora, editor of the East
Jerusalem Arabic daily Al
Fajr. After Siniora speaks, he

refers a question to an in- |

tense Palestinian in the audi-
ence, who delivers a passion-
ate case for a Palestinian
state, Who is that guy? I ask.
Oh, I'm told, that's the
P.L.0.'s Washington director,
the one whose office you guys
just closed down,

What am | doing at a con-
ference with a P.L.O. offi-
cial? | have always regarded
the P.L.0. as an international
Manson gang. On the other
hand, where has 1srael — and
American Jews — pgolien
over the years by not talking?
One by one, the premises of
our position are coming un-
stuck. The rocklike fortress
is coming loose, stone by
stone.

NEW YORK, FEB. 8

Executive committee meet-
ing of the UAH.C. — an op-
portunity to gauge the senti-
ment of Jewish lay leaders, at
least Reform ones. Even a
distinguished Orthodox rabbi

and a prominent Conserva-
tive rabbi both publicly criti-
cized Alex — for going public.
That's the new Jewish schizo-
phrenia: think one thing, say
another.

We have shared with com-
mittee members copies of
Alex’s cable as well as Presi-
dent Herzog's  public re-
sponse, which took sharp
issue with him, asking: What
would you have us do? One
officer reports on a Jewish
federation breakfast in Flor-
ida that became a frenzy
against Schindler. Others re-
port hostile reactions in their
communities. Some said he
should have said it, but pri-
vately. Overwhelmingly, how-
ever, they express pride in
Alex's courage. Alex reads his
draft response to Herzog's

| rights, poverty, Soviet Jewry,

| tile. While antipathy for the

message. They all want copies,
but nobody comments on the
fact that Alex is sending this
one as a private message.

LOS ANGELES, FEB. 14-17

The annual plenum of the Na-
| tional Jewish Community
Relations Advisory Council
— representing & dozen na-
tional Jewish agencies and a
hundred or so local Jewish
community councils — is the
most serious of its conven-
tions I've attended in 40
years. Although the program
includes sessions on the end
of the Reagan era, the status
of the Christian Right, civil

apartheid — affirming that
American Jews are still lib-
eral, still more than a single-
issue community — this time
there really is only one issue
pervading the halls, the
elevators, the talk in the bar:
the place is electric with Is-
rael.

1 take part in a panel on
anti-Semitism with Earl
Raab, director of the San
Francisco Jewish Com-
munity Relations Council,
and Gary Tobin, a Brandeis
University sociologist. Earl
offers scenarios according to
which the Israeli crisis could
cause a severe anti-Israel
backlash among the Amer-
ican public and in Congress,
pointing out that before the
Six Day War, Israel was nei-
ther a favorite of the Amer-
ican public nor the recipient
of massive American aid. To-
day, he says, though public
support for lsrael remains
high, it is shallow and vola-

Arabs continues high, there is
real danger of "a plague on
both your houses" attitude.
Part of the problem, I blurt
out, is that we in the field of
Jewish community relations
have lost sight of our role. We
have ceased to be Jewish
champions of social justice
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and become cheerleaders for
failed Israeli policies. We
have served Israel ill by sup-
pressing frank discussion of
the Palestinian issue — the
“Pword.”

The Jewish community is
regarded as a mouthpiece, a
lawyer who defends his client
no matter what We have no
business defending the inde-
fensible, whether it is beal-
ings, the Pollard affair, Iran-
gate, or the lragi pipeline
scandal. Honest criticism of
Israel is now impossible in
American politics; indeed,
any candidate who said what
1 was saying would be sav-
aged by us. Does this help Is-
rael's cause?

We owe Israel our support,
yes, but we also owe to it our

| best judgment, our honesl

disagreement, and our con-
science. It is utter delusion o

| think we can stop public criti-

cism, keep the lid on the pot,

To my surprise, 1 get a
burst of applause — mostly
from the younger delegates.
Later, some of my colleagues
belabor me for exploiting a
panel on anti-Semitism to jus-
tify Schindler’s speaking out.
Maybe they're right. But 1
was still glad 1 said what 1
said.

JERUSALEM,

FEB. 25-MARCH 3

The organizers of this year's
Jerusalem mission of the
presidents conference have
developed a program of
workshops on the Israeli
media, economy, public opin-
ion, ethnic tensions, relations
with the Jewish Diaspora.
But the overarching issue is
the uprising. As we arrive,
conlroversy rages over a
CEBS report about four Israeli
soldiers' protracted beating
of two bound Arabs.

One of the delegates of the
presidents conference, presid-
ing over a panel of 1sraeli and
American newsmen, observes
that a discussion of the news
media is needed because of the
“sensationalist” and “unbal-
anced" reporting of events, Is-

(28




raeli authorities have told us,
she informs the meeting, that
press reporting of the inci-
dents is inaccurate, that 750
foreign reporters are in the
territories looking for anti-Is-
rael fodder, and maligning is-
rael's good name around the
world

The first panelist, Yossi
Goell, columnist for The
Jerusalem Post, replies that
the media are not anti-Israel,
the existential situation is
biased against Israel: armed
soldiers against unarmed
civilians, mostly youngsters,
Israel could not possibly win
this propaganda war. Televi-
sion is biased, yes, but not

against Israel; it is biased 1o-
ward showbiz and s pen-
::hant for blood on the rug. It
1s tempting but wrong to ban
the press. Media are needed,
Goell says, to limip excesses,
prevent atrocities.

Dan Fisher, Israel bureay
s:llaief for The Los Angeles
Times, coldly rejects the idea
that the media are biased
against Israel. My job is not
Lo write nice things about Js.
rael, he says, but to tej] the
story. I'm a journalist: I'm
not here to protect anybody's
image, bul o report reality.

Martin Fletcher of NBC
concedes that occasionally
the camera provokes the vio-
lence, but more often the
presence of the Israeli troops
does. Dan Pattir, former
Press adviser to Prime
Ministers Rabin and Begin,
gerr_mrks that Jordan and
¥Yria managed to liquidate
the P.L.O. in their cn?mlries
without warrying about the
media coverage.

In the question period, the
seething frustration bagils
over. Reporters slant the
news to please their editors,
one delegate declares, and it
is na_‘ﬂre to say they are not
seeking to shape the politics
of the situation. There is a
subliminal pro-P.L.O. bias
asserts another. “You shuuld'
call your paper the ‘P.L.O,
Post,'" a delegate sneers a1 |
Goell, you're the most biased |
of all. Why don't you report |
how the Arabs refuse to ac-
cepl the existence of Israel?

Do you ever show the
wounded Israeli soldiers in
Hadassah Hospital, another
delegate demands, or only
the Arab wounded? Do you
really pretend that you are
objective?

Only Kafka could have
done justice to the closing
session: a glittering banguet
in Jerusalem's newest and
most resplendent hotel — the

Hyatl Regency — which ap-
peared to be devoid of guests;
a few miles away the raging
civil rebellion was entering
its third month, with noend in
sight. In the territories, a day
of sporadic violence; in Jeru-
salem and throughout Israel,
life seemed to go on as nor-
mal. Earlier, we delegates
had strolled through the Arab
quarter. There seemed to be
a few muore soldiers around,
but not many. At the Western
Wall a small crowd of wor-
shipers stood at prayer.

For those who remem-
bered nostalgically how terri-
ble the food used to be in Is-
rael, the handsome menu
given us in this posh but
empty hotel (“rainbow of
smoked fish mousse, braised
roll of rib eye in fruity caber-
net ...") was another sign of
the times: Israel l[aughing on
the outside, crying on the in-
side.

Morris Abram was at his
Georgia-born charming best
as he thanked Prime Minis-
ter Shamir, the guest of
honor, for the courtesies ex-
tended to us by so many
members of the Cabinet and
Knessel, Abram also de-
clared that the “present

situation" could not continue
— which the right-leaning
members of our group could
interprel to mean the riots,
and the more moderate
members could interprel as
a call for a political solution.
He expressed gratification
that the American initiative
was continuing and that Sec-
| retary of State George P.
Shultz was returning to the
area. Considering the deep
political and philosophic dif-
ferences among the organi-
zations, Abram once again

|

succeeded with almost acro-

sy A
A

batic skill in reflecting a
basic consensus, which,
while real enough, papered
over deeper conflicts that
mirrored the policy disarray
in Israel itself.

Then came the turn of our
distinguished guest. Things
were not all that complicated,
the Prime Minister said. The |
riots were essentially the lat-
est chapter in an unremitting
war against an Israel that
had always sought peace and
still does. Yes, Shultz is a
good friend — but only Israel

l can and will judge its own se-
| curity needs. The impact of

the civil unrest? It is damag-
ing, and, although Israel is a
democracy, "we have (o con-
| sider taking steps, like clos-
ing parts of the country to the
| media, to reduce the damage
they are doing unjustly to the
state. They don't want to lis- |
ten to us; they are looking for |
Arab sources. Some of them |
even live in Arab areas and |

\ get their information from

their neighbors.”
This sounded strange, be-
cause we had heard that the
American networks all had
Israeli cameramen, and we
|| had also seen that the lsraeli
| media were at least as criti-
| calasthe Western press.
Having attended to the
media, Shamir took aim al
dissenters in the American
Jewish community: “It is in-
conceivable that, God forbid,
any American Jews would
permit themselves Lo be used
in the campaign against us,
even il they have criticisms
or doubts . .. regarding some
of Israel's policies.” Jews
abroad have a “moral duty.”
he declared, to “support the
lsraeli Governmenl, never a
foreign |read United States|
Government against Israel.
1t is absolutely un-Jewish and

very dangerous to join an
anti-lsrael front with non-

| Jews.™

|
H



Denouncing criticism from
Jews abroad, the Prime
Minister said that Arabs ex-
ploit such criticism by “first,
driving a wedge between ls-
racl and American Jewry,
and then between lsrael and
the U.5." He called on the “re-
sponsible” Jewish leadership
to clamp down on such criti-
cism, He expressed hope
“that the greal American
Jewish community will have
sufficient strength to put an
end to this criticism.”

“It's up to you," he said.
“Every critical statement of
a Jewish leader does much
more harm than many vio-
lent demonstrations in Gaza
and elsewhere.”

1 was too stunned to take
advantage of the gquestion
period. One distinguished
American rabbi rose and
pointed out that while there
were  differences among
American Jewish groups, he
wanted to urge the Prime
Minister to dig in his heels
and not to let anybody |read:
Shultz] push Israel around.
So much for the voice of pro-
phetic  Judaism. Shamir
whisked out of the room and
the delegates fell upon the
dinner — at least those whose
stomachs were nol (00 quea-
sy. How could we sit there
and receive those wverbal
stones and not respond?

BOSTON, MARCH 17

Addressing a joint social-ac-
tion conference of Reform
and Conservative sisterhood
women, 1 touch on a host of
issues in the current social
and political scene before
even mentioning lsrael. Bul
it's no help. The questions,
which are mostly tough, even
barbed, zero in on one issue:
“] admire you, but I am dis-

[

appointed that you take it

upon yourself to criticize Is-
rael at such a time." “You
and those Peace Now people
do not represent Israel or the
Jewish people.” “You talk
Palestinians, but that really
means P.L.O., and they are
still bloody killers — look at
their latest butchery on the
bus in Dimona — so how can
we negotiate?”

Is Shamir's digging in his
heels against American pres-
sure evoking a defensive cir-
cle-the-wagons mentality
among American Jews, as it
apparently is doing in Israel?
1s the tide of American Jew-
ish public opinion moving o
the right, as in Israel?

NEW YORK, MARCH 20
Prime Minister Shamir meets
with the presidents conference
to report on his talks in Wash-
ington. If the Shamir mission
was a failure, as many believe,
you would not know it from
him. The American-Israeli
relationship, he assures us, re-
mains excellent; there is full
agreement on the goal of
peace, but understandable dif-
ferences on the means to it
The international confer-
ence proposed by the Amer-
icans, he repeats, would be a
way Lo gang up on Israel and
impose a settlement, not con-
tribute to peace. The only
way to peace is through di-
rect, face-to-face negotia-
tions with the Arab states.
Yes, he accepts United Na-
tions resolutions 242 and 338,
but implies that giving up the
Sinai under Camp -David

satisfied the resolutions’ re- |

quirement for territorial
compromise,

“When Israel decides, the
Jews of America must sup-
port i, Shamir says. "We
are on the front line." Those
who speak out publicly do
harm, and especially if they
encourage foreign govern-
ments (read: United States)
to pressure [srael.

.) I:j f v

In the question-and-answer
period, each speaker rises to
pay tribute to Shamir for
standing firm against the
United States. "We are 100
percent behind you" one
says. Another blasts those
American Jews who think
they have a “right” to go pub-
lic in their criticism.

That does it. I get up to ask
a question, but it doesn’t turn
out to be a gquestion. “Mr.
Prime Minister,” 1 hear my-
self saying, “Jews are united
in & commitment to Israel
and its security, but we do not
serve you or Israel by telling
you whatever you want to
hear. Given the fact that the
peopie and the Government l

of lsrael are divided right
down the middle, isn't it obvi-

ous that American Jews are
going o be divided as well?
And if 1sraelis are embroiled
in debate over these issues,
fsn't it to be assumed that
American Jews will be debat-
ing these issues as well?
vand, Mr. Prime Minister,
isn't it the worst way to build
unity by equating disagree-
ment with a particular policy
with disloyalty to the Jewish
people, and to lsrael?”
Shamir lowers the boom.
yes, there are arguments, but
Israel must decide, and under
no circumstances do Amer-
jcan Jews have the right 1o
contribute to American Gov-

| ernment pressure on lsrael

Stormy, sustained owvation. 1
feel like Daniel in the lions’
den. 0.K., that's telling me, but

| telling me what? Shut up and

mind my own business? Israel
— love it or leave it? Are those
of us who are lovers — bul
critical lovers — of lsrael
going lo permit purselves 1o be
marginalized?

1 make my way out, with
several leaders taking their
shots along the way. “Now
you know how unrepresenta-
tive you are,” one Says. “In

that room, yes," | say, “Oul
| there,no."
Back home, 1 turn on the
radio and listen to the news:
\ The first lsraeli soldier has
died at the hands of a Pales-
| tinian.
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| WASHINGTON, APRIL 12
Meeting of the full Commis-
sion of Social Action of Re-
form Judaism. Gen. Yeho-
shafat Harkabi, former head
of lsraeli military intelli-
| gence, tells us that to con-
tinue the occupation indefi-
nitely will bring on the “Bel-
fastization” of the West Bank.
Territorial compromise is es-
sential to Israel's security.
But even here, where terri-
torial compromise is widely
accepted, positions are so nu-
anced that we spend hours de-
bating our own position paper.
Somebody passes out a na-
tional survey on Americans’
views toward the Middle East,
just published in The Los An-
geles Times. It finds American
Jews overwhelmingly support
the United States proposal for
a Middle East peace confer-
ence, approve of public dis-
sent, wish Israel to come 1o
“some sort of accommodation
with the Arabs in the occupied
territories” — and hold a more
favorable opinion of George
Shultz than of Yitzhak Shamir.
[ remember the comment
at the Shamir meeting in New
York three weeks before:
“Mow you know how unrepre-
sentative you are,” they had
told me. 1 smile faintly, think-
ing of that, and feel more
hopeful about the future, &

iy
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Vorspan’s diary:

The presidents have no clothes

By WALTER RUBY

In an article entitled **Soul Search-
ing,” published in last Sunday’s New
York Times Magazine, Albert
Vorspan, the senior vice president of
the Reform movement’s Union of
American Hebrew Congregations,
presented unflattering pictures of
Israel's Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir—whom Vorspan described
as utterly unyielding and unsym-
pathetic to American Jewish moral
concerns—and Morris Abram,
chairman of the Conference of
Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations—who *“secms

- to be putting a kosher stamp on
everything—shootings, deporations,
excessive force.”

Vorspan, who presented his ap-
praisal of the events of the past five
months in diary form—much of it
based on private meetings of the
Presidents Conference—said that the
embarrassed and conlused American
Jewish reaction to Israel's repression
af the Palestinian uprising reveals the
bankruptcy of American Jewry's
idealization of Isracl:

“This is the price we pay for hav-
ing made of Israel an icon—a sur-
rogate faith, surrogate synagogue,
surropate God. lIsrael could not
withstand our romantic idealization.
Israel has never asked us to turn il
into a kidney machine to pump some
Jewish blood into our moribund
lives."

Vorspan recalled the indignation
he evoked ina group of 30 rop lsraeli
consular officials when he informed

them, “*Tsrael and the Jewish peonde
have contributed to the demoniza-
iian of the Palestinian people.”

According to Vorspan, “The
Jsrach officials seemed to appreciate
neither my analysis nor my candor.
They hurled their questions at me
1i'k£-st{mcf.: iWou worry about our
dehumanization of the Arabs, you
think they do not dehumanize
us?.. My son is doing his military
service in the West Bank, are you
saying he is a beast? With whom
<hould we negotiate? And who are
you to tell us these things,

anyway?" "

Albert Varspan exposed “the new
Jewish schizophrenia: think one thing,
say angther,'" when it comes (o the Mid-
die East.

Hollow Cheers

Vorspan wrote that the American
Jewish communily has “‘become
cheerleaders for failed lsraeli
policies... The Jewish community is
regarded as a mouthpiece, a lawyer
who defends his client no maiter
what. We have no business defend-
ing the indefensible, whether it is
heatings, the Pollard Affair, Tran-
gate, or the lragi pipeline scandal.™

Vorspan made no secret of his
scorn for Abram's efforts to main-
tain an American Jewish consensus,
“which, while real enough, papered
over deeper conflicts that mirrored
the palicy disarray in Israel itself.”

Vorspan was “‘stunned' and had
a gueasy stomach when Yitzhak
Shamir told members of the
Presidents Conference in Jerusalem
in late February 1988 that “every
critical statement of a Jewish leader
does much more harm than many
violent demonstrations in Gaza and
elsewhere.”"

After Shamir made a stmilar point
to Vorspan during a March meeting
of the Presidents Conference in MNew
York, the prime minister received,
according to Vorspan, a “'stormy,
sustained ovation™ from the Jewish
leaders.

“I felt like Daniel in the lions'
den,"" wrote Yorspan. Ok, that's
telling me, but telling me what? Shu
up and mind my own business?
Israel—love it or leave it? Are those
of us who are lovers—but critical
lovers—of [Israel going to permit
aurselves 1o be marginalized?™

Vorspan said that afier his March
encounter with Shamir, **1 make my
way out, with several (Jewish)
lcaders taking their shots along the
way. ‘Mow vou see how unrepresen.
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talive you are,' one says. ‘In that
room, ves,' [ say, *Out there, no." ™

Vorspan noted that a recent Los
Angeles Times poll, which showed
most American Jews supportive of
Secretary of State George Shuliz’
peace initiative, left him feeling
“‘more hopeful about the Tuture™
and vindicated in his beliefl that the
hawkish leaders of the Presidents
Conference are not representative of
the true feelings of American Jewry.

Says Who?

Jewish community leaders split
sharply in their appraisal of
Vorspan's article. Some praised him,
but many blasted him both for
criticizing Israel in the pages of the
most prominent organ of the so-
called *secular media® and for mak-
ing public the contents of meetings
that many had presumed 1o be
private, off the record discussions.

Abram was widely reported to be
incensed about the Yorspan piece.
Meither he nor Malcolm Hoenlein,
executive director of the Presidents’
Conference, returned calls from this
reporter.

Vorspan himself told the Jewish
Waorld that he *likes and admires"’
Abram, but believes that “in an
organization like the Presidents Con-
ference, it is the obligation of the
chairman to ensure that the views of
the representatives of all member
organizations are treated with civili-
ty and respect. Umbrella orzaniza-
tions have a responsibility to allow
honest debate to be conducted with
mutual respect. That has not been
the case in recent months.

“The reality of the present situa-
tion is that while American Jews are
umnited in devotion to 1srael, there are
honest differences that are very deep.
It doesn't do a great service to the
Jewish community to paper them

over.”

Vorspan conceded that his deci-
sion 10 make public his thoughis on
two private meetings was “'border-
line."" He insisted, however, **1 don't
remember anyone telling me speci-
fically those meetings were off the
record. In any case, the meelings
happened nearly four months ago, so
we are really talking about history
here."

Vorspan expected eriticism of his
decision to publish his anticle in The
New York Times, but he had a hard
time taking some of that opposition
seripusly. " There is a great myth in
the Jewish community that the non-
Jews don’t know about what is hap-
pening in lsrael unless a Jewish
leader speaks about it in The Times.
That is ridiculous. Have not non-
Jews been watching Ted Koppel
from Jerusalem for 15 hours, point-
ing out things I didn'l even raise in
my article?"'

3




But might not the contents of his
own article be used by persons or
organizations hostile to Israel 1o
weaken U.S. suppert for the Jewish
state?

Vorspan acknowledged, " There is
some risk in that. 1 live in fear that
some Arab leader will take some part

of my piece out of context 1o show

that even Jews are saving, for exam-
ple, that lsrael has lost its moral
compass. But there is no good way
out of that dilemma, since the alter-
native [to speaking out publicly] is
for American Jews to throw away
their deepest beliefs."”

Vorspan's immediate superior at
the UAHC, Rabbi Alexander
Schindler, said, " Obviously, 1 liked
{the article] very much. It was well
1o the point, and it reflects the true
situation in the Jewish community."

Schindler, who was strongly at-
tacked by much of the Jewish leader-
ship last January for his sharp public
denunciation of Defense Minister
Yitzhak Rabin's announced policy of
‘force, might, and beatings,” said
that the reaction pouring into the
UAHC from rank and file Jews on
Vorspan's piece ''has been over-
whelmingly posilive—even more
supportive than when | spoke out.”™

Star Search

Mevertheless, some of the most
prominent and powerful Jewish
leaders in the country were decided-
Iy unsupportive. Abe Foxman, na-
tional director of the Anti-

Defamation League of B'nai Brith,
said of Vorspan's article, **This is
not ‘soul searching,’” but rather
headline searching. M is a very

simplistic analysis of the situation
that [blames] everything on a failure
of Israel's policies. It feeds on the
media’s need 1o reflect a split in the
Jewish community and also feeds in-
to the media's Israel bashing. The ar-
ticle doesn’t help lsrael resolve its
problems, or move ane iota closer 1o
peace, [nstead, it comes across as an
ego trip."”

As for Yorspan's going public
with the contents of several ‘privare’
meetings, Foxman said, "1 was a lit-
tle surprised, since | was under the
impression that some of these
meetings were not 1o be made public.
In the future, il participants in such
meetings expect the meetings will be
later publicized, they will posture
and not say what they really believe,
What Vorspan has done is not help-
ful to the openness he =zays he
wants,"

Kenneth Bialkin, 3 prominent
MNew York lawyer and immediate
past chatrman of the Presidents Con-
ference, said the article “'was very
self-aggrandizing on the part of Al
Vorspan. He makes it appear as
though he and his activities are the
very center of Jewish life...]l think
there is a problem when clements of
our community seem to set them-
selves up as keepers of Israel's cons-
cience and as supervisors of the
Jewish dedication to morality. It is
as though [the Israclis] are children,
and it is our job to make sure they
don't stray,”

Bialkin added: **But how does this
kind of packaged morality help when
it doesn't seem to be balanced or
take into account lsrael’s need to
take steps to ensure its security? It
is not Al Vorspan's duty to save
Israel from itsell, and kis piece i5 un-
fortunate in that it creates the mis-
apprehension that he speaks for a
larger group than himself. [ think it
has been borne out that Morris
Abram speaks for the majority of
American Jews."

Rabbi lsracl Miller, a prominent
Orthodox leader and another former
chairman of the Presidents Con-
ference, commented, “*'We do not
have in the Jewish tradition the con-
cept that we should confess in public.
It is one thing 1o speak one's mind

in a meeting, and another thing to
bear vour soul in The Mew York
Times before millions of readers.””

Miller was alse angered by what
he saw as Vorspan's violation of con-
fidentiality. **In the future if 1 am at
ameeting with Al Vorspan, | will ask
him either to give his word he will
keep quiet or to gel owt of the
meeting.”

Kenneth Kellner, president of the
Manhattan region of the Zionist
Organization of America, called
Vorspan's article **a repugnant state-
ment which clearly shows that
[Vorspan] has become an  anti-
Zionist in the classical sense. A
leader of the Jewish community who
leads it against Isracl is by definition
an anti-Zionist."

Al Chernin, executive director of
the Mational Jewish Community
Relations Advisory Council
(NICRAC), was somewhat maore
sympathetic to Vorspan's anguish
over lsracli policies. **1 well under-
stand Al Vorspan's concerns and ad-
mired him lor asserting his feelings
when he spoke at the NIJCRAC
plenum in Los Angeles in February.
But in my mind The New York
Times is not an appropriate forum
for an airing of such concerns, which
are best discussed in the family tent.
I would have preferred to see Al's
piece in the Jerusalem Post.”

A source at the Israeli Embassy in
Washington, who asked not (o be
named, said of Vorspan's account of
his meeting with consular officials:
“We were under the impression that
was a closed meeting for an open ex-
change of views."" Nevertheless, the
source said, “We will certainly have
Vorspan back. We invited him in the
first place because we wanted to hear
his [eritical] viewpoint. We don’t
always want to hear the same
views,™

The source said he found Vors-
pan's article *‘an interesting piece’’
and said that the Isracli Embassy
“does not want to get involved in the
ongoing debate within the Jewish
community in recent months.™

Robert Lifion, president of the
American Jewish Congress, noted,

““We at the AJCongress faced many
of the same issues as did Vorspan
before deciding 1o speak out public-
Iy [in opposition to present Israeli
policies], But while Vorspan speaks
moreg from the heart, we made our
decision to speak oul more from
pragmatic reasons. We believe that
in order for American Jews to have
credibility with the Administration,
Congress and other Americans,
when we speak in support of Isracl's
vital interests, we also have to speak
out when [the [sraclis] are doing
something wrong."'

Theodore Ellenoff, president of
the American Jewish Committee,
said of the Vorspan piece, "It is an
accurate portrayal by one sensitive
and informed Jew of a passage
through a terribly difficult land-
scape. It is useful that such a piece
is published at this particular time in
an important journal so that
American Jews and non-Jews alike
can see the insistence of these pro-
blems and the various points of view
being reflected. [ alse think it is
uselul to show the thoughts of some-
one who has a deep love for [sracl,
but who has a different point of view
from the presemt Israeli govern-
ment."*

Menachem Rosensaft, president
of the Labor Zionist Alliance, said,
*1 think Vorspan's piece was very
goed, We still have to deal with the
reality, however, that those in the
Jewish community who are opening
their mouths [about events in Israel]
are too few and far between." [
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Al Vorspan in the thubarb patch

Maybe Jewish professionals, like President Reagan, decide
policy by astrology. Maybe Albert Viorspan, senior vice presi-
dent of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, isa
Sagittarius and he read the charts for Sunday, May 8. "'Im-
portant changes lie ahead. Move with the times. (The New
York Times? Your personal appeal is at an all-time high. You
enjoy the spotlight..."

Or maybe he's a Pisces: “Break out of your shell. Forgeat
about being shy.”

Or maybe he's a Scorpio: “*Facing reality is painful but
necessary,”

Yes, astrology is one of America's great national pastimes.
Even people who never read the news pages of the paper buy
the newspaper for the astrology charts.

Baseball is another of our great national pastimes. Even in
the days when ball players {or presidents) didn't read, they'd
read The Sporting News. 1t encapsulated the results and the
locker room gossip of every game of the previous week. Ball
plavers call The Sporting News '‘the Bible of baseball.”
{Gearge Will calls the Bible ** The Sporting News of religion.")
But clearly The New York Times is The Sporting News of the
Jewish professional, And the Sunday Times is the *rhubarb
patch™ of choice for any Jew's op-ed, article or ad.

So on Sunday, May 8, every Jewish communal leader picked
up the Sunday Times Magozine to find blank-faced models
wearing only bras and girdles, ads for boarding schools and
summer camps (“*Is your child overweight?"’), the informa-
tion that Cheerios cost $7.20 in Tokyo, and Al Vorspan search-
ing his soul.

Vorspan was exposing his personal diary “*offering insights
into the struggles within the American Jewish community over
current Isracli policy.'”

There's a sign that hangs in baseball locker rooms: **What
you say here, what you see here, what you hear here, stays
here.'" This is the basic creed of all private conversation and
any team’s internal goings on, including the ‘team’ of Jewish
leaders, People have the right to disagree. But Vorspan's diary
wasn'{ diversity—his own opinions had already been expressed
—but dislovalty, 1t is disloyal to say that his colleagues have
acted with duplicity; it is disloyal to illuminate not only what
was in the public domain but what he learned as a ‘teammate’
rather than as a journalist.

A Jewish journalist must understand the unique responsibili-
ty of balancing the gathering of information, and the dispens-
ing of that information, with the discretion befitting communal
integrity. But journalistic ethics aren’t simply for those of us
who have press cards; journalistic ethics are the responsibili-
ty of anyone who sits at a typewriter with the intention of mak-
ing his words—and other people’s words—public. The ethics
of the written and spoken word apply to everyone who deals
with the press in whatever fashion. As Rabbi Israel Salanter
said, *'Not everything that is thought should be said, not
everything that is said should be written, and not everything
that is written should be published.”

Take our word for it, that leaves everyone plenty to say.

But, as Jews, we believe that a misappropriated word is a
major sin. There has to be a purpose to what we write and
sav. But how are the Jewish communal structure and Jewish
interests advanced by Vorspan's detailing the infighting within
the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations? The Conference was founded when Eisen-
hower's secretary of state grew sick and tired of having 1o meet
with the leader of every single Jewish organizalion every time
there was an issue concerning Israel. He told the Jewish leaders
that they had better get their act together. The Conference
af Presidents was thus created to present a united front, Every

organization which joined the Conference, including
Vorspan's UAHC, accepied the concept: There was strength
in unity. An individual twig may be easily snapped, but 40
twigs—entwined—are unbreakable,

If the concept is accepted, then there is an implied code of
honor that says there will be times when a certain organiza-
tion's views are in the minority. But, nevertheless, as
gentlemanly losers, all the organizations remain united under
the ‘umbrella.’ If every organizational leader runs for cover,
or runs to the Sunday Times, every time there is a minority
opinion, then our community will surrender power to ego and
we will once again be weak and scattered twigs easily broken.

This is a lesson that was learned negatively during the
Holocaust and positively over the last 40 years of an indepen-
dent Israel. That the hydra-headed Israeli government itself
is in utter confusion is no reason for the American Jewish com-
munal establishment to scream "every man for himself" and
jump overboard.

Vorspan wouldn't appreciate it if someone within the
UAHC decided to publish a selective diary about the decision-
making process of that organization, and he shouldn't be sur-
prised that the leaders of other organizations don’t appreciate
his diary either.

There is something disquieting about these kiss-and-tell
revelations, whether they be from a soap opera starlet, a White
House staffer or a communal leader,

Omece, as a nation and as a community, we placed a premium
on acting with class, respecting intimate relationships, pro-
fessional and personal. There is a limit to the virtue of “hones-
ty." If the concept of privacy is null and void, if intimacy
is an antiquated concept, il personal, strategic conversations
are subject to unilateral publicity then we are less civilized than
we like to think.

This isn’t the first time that a Jewish leader revived the old
fad of ‘streaking’ across the pages of The New York Times,
Several months ago, Henry Kissinger held a private, strategic
session with several prominent Jewish leaders, including some
of the former chairmen of the Presidents Conference, Within
days, what many considered a distorted version of the meeting

was leaked to The Times, prompting Kissinger 1o marvel at
the Lilliputian immaturity of the people we call our leaders.

As long as our prominent communal leaders insist on ac-
ting emotionallv rather than ¢legantly, our fragile alliances—
and the central investment of Jewish political power—will
dissipate into a Balkanization of meaningless and powerless
institutions and organizations.

The issue here isn't Labor or Likud; it isn"t Morris Abram
or Al Vorspan, The issue is the strength and integrity of our
power and process,

The Conference of Presidents will soon be choosing a new
chairman, One of his most immediate tazks must be the
revitalization of that strength and integrity, exploring whether
there are satisfactory channels for discontent within the Con-
ference, and the strict instituting of discipline when leaders
present a public face.

When Vorspan's UAHC decided to huddle under the um.
brella of the Conference of Presidents, the UAHC knew full
well that an umbrella group is like a marriage in that it con-
tains as much compromise and submergence of internal
disputes as it provides love and satisfaction.

Did Vorspan run to The Times with his diary or was the
article requested by the newspaper? If Vorspan were MNancy
Reagan, he’d know that on Sunday, May 8, he should **ques-
tion a puzzling requesi. A stranger's motives deserve close
scrutiny.'

But, in the spirit of positive unity, we should remember that,
as Jews, we were all born under the same sign. Perhaps all
of us in the Jewish community—presidents and vice presidents,
writers and readers—should have spent more time reading The
Daity News astrology column than The New York Tirmes
Magazine, The horoscope would have advised us o **use spare
time constructively, catching up on household chores, Do not
let the memory of an old heartache overwhelm vou, Look to
the future. Put your family's welfare before your personal
pleasure. Seek cooperation from brothers and sisters. A loved
one makes a concession in order to restore domestic tranguili-
ty. Mew understanding helps vou deal with conflicts. Listen
closely. You admit more than you should reveal.™
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Cur newly elected president, Mr. Robert K. Lifton, will wisit Israel for
several days later this month,

The purpose of the visit is to meet with Israel's leadership and to famil-
iarize himself with the complexities and problems that Israel faces, as the
AJCongress formulates its own program and direction under Mr, Lifton's leader-
ship. Surely, recent events reguire the fullest exchange of views and coor-
dination between Israeli and American Jewish leaders.

Mr, Lifton, accompanied by our executive director, Henry Siegman, will be in
Israel from May 23-25. It would be helpful and important for Mr. Lifton to

hear your assessment of the current state of affairs,

I hope that you will be able to arrange your schedule to meet with us., I
will be in touch with your office to make the arrangements.

Sincerely,

Dr, David C an Hxx

Israel DiredCor !
1

DC:ml i /

STEPHEN WISE CONGRESS HOUSE - 15 EAST 84TH STREET - NEW YORK, .Y 10028 (2125K79, 4500







THE PRIME MINISTER

LR

JERUSALEM

e Ay ﬂ)

NORTH AMERICA ALIYAH MOVEMENT (1 v
515 PARK AVERUE
NEW YORK MY 10022

I EXTEND -BEST WISHES -TO ALL PARTICIPANTS I B COTRENTT A YOUR EFFORTS ARE

. b

BIRECTED TOWARDS ISRALL'S MOST IMPORTAMT NEED. AND NATTONAL INTEREST. THE. COUNTRY BENEFITS
GREATLY FROM THE ROLE AHD CONTRIBUTION:OF THE NORY ERICAN OLIM ALREADY IN THE COUNTRY,

THEY ‘ARE A PRODUCTIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE ELEMENT, WE NECD MANY MORE SUCH PECOPLE IN THE NEXT

FEW YEARS, THIS WILL STRENGTHEN Tl ATION, SECURE THE STATE, OVERCOME THE DEMOGRAPHIC .
AHXTETIES AND ENSURE OUR PRESENCE FOREVER IN ALL PARTS OF ERETZ ISRAEL, BEST WISHES FOR

SUCCESS AND GOOD RESULTS, YITZHAY BMARRR,

PLEASE TRANSMIT THIS MESSAGE TO SiRACAT SIMMONS ALSO FO2 CONVENTION JOURNAL.
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 NORTH AMERICAN ALIYAH MOVEMENT

" CELEBRATING TWENTY YEARS OF NAA%
P n?

. '5"-'“.

Mational Office March 16, 1988 EE U 4
I 7 ] r
515 Park Avenus -
Mlave York, MUY
10022 .
212 752-0600 ,
Mid Aflantic QADQ—J yrom v
7900 Wisconsin Avenue % (2001 0 . 5
Suite 2072 Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir e ] |
Dethesis, MD: Office of the Prime Minister a |
St an e Jerusalem, Israel |
‘West Coost
A0S Wilkkhira Bl 7 v
915 Dear Mr. Prime Minister,
'::r: Angsles, CA
s A On behalf of the Convention Committee, and in the name of the
| t 2957 Board of Directors of the North American Aliyah Movement, we
| Mid 'West would like to extend an invitation to you to attend our Annual

Convention which will be held at the Intematmnal Ehtel in

—

Chicogo Aliyah Cenbar

2320 W. Peterson Ave Atlantlc Clty_. Ne.w Jersey, May 13 - 15, 1988,

Suite 503

o The North American Aliyah Movement is a grassroots organization
312 4859119 dedicated to the oramotion and support of aliyah in communities
Affiliations throughout the United States and Canada. NAAM, a Klal Yisrael
Tnuot Aliya movement, is camprised of individuals and families who all share
il e the common goal and desire to live in Israel. The role of NAAM
Mgt is to provide these prospective olim with the necessary resources

'“;"-’ff‘-'":: of F\rrls-ricalns to prepare for a successful aliyah.
We would be honored if you would join us for the occasion. However,
we understand that your schedule may not permit your attendance.
We would, therefore, be most pleased to receive greetings which
will be communicated to our members. These greetings should be
sent to our office prior to the Convention.

We look forward to hearing from you in the near future.

B'vrachot,

TN =

Tamar B. Harris
President
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NORTH AMERICAN ALIYAH MOVEMEHIiIT
CELEBRATING TWENTY YEARS OF NAAM

National Office

515 Park Avenue

P York, MUY

10022

212 7520800

Mid Atlantic

7900 Wisconsin Avenue
Suike 202

Bethesdo, MD.

20814

307 454.2055

West Coast

£505 Wilshire Bhvd,
#9145

Los Angales, CA
048

213 B52-1234

et 2957

Mid West

Chicago Aliyah Center
23X} W, Paterson Ave
Suite 503

Chicogo, IL

SO6SY

312 4559119
Affiliations

Truat Aliya

lsroel Aliyah Centar
Federation of Tnuct
Mogshimat
Azzociotion ol Amercans
& Canadians in lsrasl

March 22, 1988

Mr. Harry Hurwitz

Office of the Prime Minister
The Knesset

Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Harry: I

Mazel Tov to you and the Prime Minister on the success
of your recent trip to the United States. I thank G-d
we have a man iike Yitzhak Shamir guarding our Land.

The North American Alilyah Movement 15 holding 1ts
Annual Convention in May, and I would like

Lo 1hcorporate a message from the Prime Minister into
our Convention Journal. The theme of the convention 1is
honoring the 75,000 Americans who have made Alivah
since 1948,

I have enclosed a proposed text. Please review 1t,
make any changes as necessary, and contact me with the
final text. My deadline is April 20, and 1 look
forward to speaking with vou by then.

A happy and kosher Peasach to you and Freda.

B'Shalom,

/a0

Shraga Simmons
(212) 353-9552

Enc.




FROM THE CGFFICE OF
PRIME MINISTER YITZHAK SHAMIR

In 1926, Ze'ev Jabotinsky addressed Zionist leaders 1in
Vienna and said the following: "The Jewish State is not
the ultimate aim:; it is merely the first step in the process
of implementing greater Zionsim. Then will come the second
step, the return of the Jewish People to 1ts Homeland. The
meaning of Zionsim is the liquidation of the galut.”

Today these words could not ring more true. As Israel
1s threatened by hostile neighbors from within and
without, I call upon all Jews to take up their rightful
place in building our Jewish Homeland. The time has come
for Israel to go beyond its role as a haven for Jews of
distressed lands l1ike the Soviet Union, Ethiopia and Syria.
The Zionist dream requires Aliyah by all Jews.

Today, as we proudly celebrate 40 years of Jewish
independence, let us all rededicate ourselves to the
principles of a strong and secure Israel, to a free
enterprise economy, and to the ingathering of exiles
from all corners of the world.




EXECUTIVE OFFICE
NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION «1201 16th St., N-W., Washington, D C 20036-3290 * (202) 822-7000

MARY HATWODOD FUTRELL, President DON CAMERON, Executive Director

KEITH GEIGER, Vice President
ROXANMNE E. BRADSHAW, Secretary-Treasurer

May 3, 1988

The Honorable Itzhak Shamir 5 L O U 2)
Prime Minister :

State of Israel
Hakirya, Romena, Jerusalem
Israel

Dear Prime Minister Shamir:

The National Education Association of the United States, an organization of 1.9 million
cducation employees and a founding member of the 11 million member World
Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching Profession (WCOTP/CMOPE), to which
the Israel Teachers Union is also affiliated, herein reaffirms its support for the State of
Israel and wishes to inform you of a policy statement recently adopted by our Board of
Directors,

The attached policy statement expresses our concern over the grave situation which exists
in the occupied territories of the West Bank and Gaza. The statement recognizes the
imperative that Israel’s territory and borders be secure. We also recognize that the
aspirations of the peoples of the occupied territories must be given consideration by the
government of Israel. We ask that the government of the State of Israel take the
initiative to institute a process of negotiation toward resolution of the complex questions
that impede a lasting peace.

We have communicated with the U.S. administration and with the Secretary General of
the United Nations, urging their support in facilitating the discussions which must
precede the eventual settlement of this critical matter,

We urge you to devote your energies, and the resources available to your government,
toward a just, peaceful, and mutually acceptable resolution of this long-standing dispute.

Sincerely,

President
MHF/dw

attachment: NEA Policy Statement,
Board of Directors, April 1988

cc: Mr. Shimon Perez, Foreign Minister



NEA STATEMENT REGARDING ISRAELI OCCUPIED
TERRITORIES

(Adopted by NEA Board of Directors, April 30, 1988)

The National Education Association reaffirms its support for the State of Israel
and the right of the Israeli people to live within safe and defensible borders. At
the same time, NEA is deeply troubled by the confrontations in the occupied
territories of the Gaza Strip and West Bank, particularly the disruptive effect of
such confrontations on the lives, welfare, and education of the children involved.

NEA believes that questions regarding the status of the occupied territories, the
rights of the Palestinian people who live in these territories, the security of the
State of Israel, and other matters that must be dealt with in order to achieve an
equitable and lasting peace in the region should be the subject of negotiations
between the State of Israel and the other concerned parties, including legitimate
representatives of the Palestinian people. NEA urges the State of Israel to take the
lead in initiating such negotiations, and calls upon the United States and the
United Nations to provide appropriate assistance in facilitating this process.
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Post office box 42014, Washington, DC 20015, telephone 469-0865
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United Jewish Appeal of the United States Israel Operations
MIN DY NTNINDD TN M2anN WNIWID TIVHDN

June 12, 1988

His Excellency Mr. Yitzhak Shamir
Prime Minister of the State of Israel
JERUSALEM

His Excellency,

American Jewry is deeply concerned by the repeated attempts to
amend the Law of Return in a manner that would have a negative impact '
on the unity of the Jewish people.

On numerous occasions the leaders of the major American Jewish
organizations have expressed to the Prime Minister their deep concern
‘ regarding proposed amendment that would cause a seriocus rift within
the Jewish people and a dangerous sense of alienation between the
| Jewish Community in the Diaspora and Israel.
|
|

At these same meetings with the Prime Minister we have expressed
our opinion that this sensitive issue - which is the focus of a
religious — halachic controversy - should not be resclved through
parliamentary legislation. It was our understanding that His Excellency,
the Prime Minister, was cognizant of the dangers which were brought to
his attention and that he would not support such legislation.

Now, in the remaining weeks of the current Knesset, there is once
again an unfortunate attempt to resolve this religious issue through .
parliamentary legislation. We are certain that His Excellency, the

Prime Minister, will stand firmly against the proposed amendment to

the Law of Return which will undoubtedly cause a great damage to the

unity of the Jewish people.

| The United Jewish Appeal Council of Jewish Federations, Inc.
MORTON H. KORNREICH MANDELL L. BEEMAN, President
L SHOSHANA S. CARDIN,Chairperson CJF
MARTIN F. STEIN, Committee on "Who is a Jew"

Chairman, Board of Trustees CARMI SCHWARTZ,

STANLEY B. HOROWITZ,FPresident Executive Vice President

1 5vvaa yax ' | 1 Tbn Gyirol St.
92.1.n | P.O. Box 92
91920 o*>ery | Jerusalem 91920

(02) 241222 : b | Telephone: (02) 241222
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LAW OFFICES OF /-/”__I"\
LEONARD HORWIN /f})
121 S0UTH BEVERLY DRIVE f'l\){ 3

=

BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA DO2I2

{213] 272-7807 OR (213) 275-5138

April 20, 1988

BY FEDERAL EXPRESS |

fit e : :1wn’

> 2 b i e

Hon. Yitzhak Shamir . |
Prime Minister

Office of the Prime Minister

Jerusalem, Israel

Issue: More "land for peace"?
My dear Mr. Prime Minister:

Because of their timeliness, I enclose copies of my following
letters:

1. March 8, 1988 to 32 United States Senators, with copy to
the President of the United States and Secretary of State.

2. April 18, 1988 to the Secretary of State with copy to the
President.

I had the pleasure of hearing your very impressive talk, and .
being presented to you by the Glazers, at the World Affairs Council
luncheon of March 18, 1988 at the Century Plaza Hotel, Los Angeles.

With very best wishes for your continued strength, purpose,
and success, I remain,

LH/gg
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Pride in the Past
Faith in the Future

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

JACOB AND LIBBY GOODMAN Z0A HOUSE
4 EAST 34th STREET NEW YORK, NY 10016 212-481-1500

NATIONAL CONVENTION IN ISRAEL

JERUSALEM—JULY 3-7,1988

MILTON 5. SHAFIRD
Frestadent

JACQUES TORCEYNER

Henrraery Presiden?

JOSERH ) HILLER
Chgirmagn. NE¢®

JOSEPH E. BREMEN
BERNARD M. RIFKIN
Vige Chatrmen, VEU

LIBBY GOODMAN

Flesnrrerry Vice Chairmraien,

VEL

FRANK HORNY
MHowtrrary Associabe
Chairman, NEC

HON. ALFRED H. KLEIMAN

Hunorary Chiirmnan,
NEC
ALLECK A, RESNICK

iairmean,
Adwsimistraiive Bogard

SOL GOLDSTELN

ISAAC M, DBERMAN
Vice Chairmen,
Adwmiinistrative Board

WILLIAM . HESS
Adsenfnile Chafrmuam,
Administratire Noard

IVAN | ROVICK
Howorary Chairma,
Adimindstrative Hoard

HENRY H. SIIVERMAN
Heriariry

Assiaciole Cletireian
Arlminditralive Board

DR ZALMAN M. SHAPIRD
Treasurer

JACK LEFKOWITZ

Adsociate Treaiurer

HAROLD GREENWALD
Chabrerian,
Fincnee Commiifee

W JAMES SCHILLER
Assicinle Cherfrmdn
Finernoe Conntd tlee

PAUL FLACKS
Secretary

Executive Viee President

April 11, 1988 _
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His Excellency Yitzhak Shamir
Prime Minister of Israel
Prime Minister's Office
Jerusalem, Israel

2 & -04 1788

ke 840 ..i.‘.'ij ware o=y §
R .
i V7 l Aa-1-8 @

Dear Prime Minister Shamir: ¢

{\ ¥ 3
. %gﬁp::ﬂ?.hﬁ

As you are aware, the Zionist Organization of America will convene
its 90th Anniversary Convention in lsrael, July 3-7, 1988.

We are eagerly awaiting your confirmation that you will be the
principal speaker at the closing banquet of the Convention on
Wednesday evening, July 6th, at 7:30 P.M., at the Jerusalem
Hilton Hotel.

Sharing the platform with you that evening will be a representative
of both the United States Democratic and Republican Parties.

Mr. Prime Minister, we have embarked on an intensive campaign to
promote attendance at the Convention, which will be a demonstration
of unity and solidarity with the people of Israel.

We would greatly appreciate a letter from you which we could utilize
in our promotional efforts. It is our opinion that such a letter
would encourage the participation of our members in this historic
ZOA Convention in Israel.

With Zionist greetings and our assurances of our esteem and high
regard.

Cordially yours, :
;ﬁfﬁgég;v‘ /Cf ﬁjﬁLﬁfaéfhﬂl

Milton S. Shapiro

Compention Co-Chalrmen
TVAN | NOWICK
ALLECK A. RESNICK

Compperiton Vice Chafreeei

HERSCHEL AUERBACH
ISAAC M. OBERMAN

9 £ i, | President P /7
e f i b fonct
Ivan J. Novick Co-chairmen Alleck A. Resnick

ZOA 90th Anniversary Convention

MSS/AAR/1IN/er
CC: Harry Hurwitz

* Nabioial Execufice Comrmnitiee
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

TACTI ANDE LIBHY GOMODMAN 2004 HIL S

;"; I\,"' . CEANT AnhaTHEET  NEW YORK . SY 100k M2 681 1500
9 0 NATIONAL CONVENTION IN ISRAEL
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Pride i the Past
Fath e the Fulnre

JERUSALEM —JULY 3-7, 1988

APRIL 5, 1988

TO:  REGIONAL DIRECTORS ¢
FROM: PAUL FLACKS

SUBJ: WE WILL NOT CANCEL!

BEFORE [T BECOMES RUMOR, PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT RUMOR WILL
NOT BECOME FACT!

NO, ZOA WILL NOT CANCEL ITS S0TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
IN ISRAEL!

WHEN NATICMAL STAFF RECENTLY MET IN NEW YORK, MUCH TIME WAS
DEVOTED TO DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE CONVENTION AND DELEGATE

ATTENDANCE. I REPORTED ABOUT MY RECENT VISIT TO ISRAEL WLERE ,

ACCOMPANIED BY STEVE SCHWARTZ, KATHY BRANCH AND AL HELD, WE
EXPERIENCED AN INTENSIVE WEEK DURING WHICH WE FINALIZED PROGRAM
AND TECHNICAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE ZOA CONVENTION. 1T WAS AN
EXHILARATING EXPERIENCE, BECAUSE THERE WERE SO MANY EXCITING
DETAILS WHICH WE WERE ABLE TO COMPLETE AND BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT
THIS CONVENTION IN ISRAEL WILL BE TRULY SPECIAL.

WE STAYED AT THE JERUSALEM HILTON, WHERE OUR CONVENTION WILL BE
t

HELD. EVERTHING 1S READY TO GO -- AND WE ARE RECEIVING ENTHUSIASTIC

COOPERATION.



OUR STAY IN JERUSALEM WAS PEACEFUL AND WITHOUT INCIDENT. IN
FACT, THERE ARE NO VISIBLE SIGNS OF A PROGLEM IN THE AREAS WHERE
OUR DELEGATES WILL BE MEETING OR VISITING.

CORRECTION: WE DID EXPERIENCE A MOST UNUSUAL EVENT.... SNOW
FELL IN JERUSALEM DURING OUR VISIT. THIS WAS A BEAUTIFUL SIGHT

TO BEHOLD, AND 1T DEMONSTRATEDL THE UNIQUENESS OF THE ETERNAL CITY.,
WHICH RARELY HAS THIS EXPERIENCE.

THE ZIONIST CRGANIZATION HAS MADE A COMMITMENT AND IT IS A
COMMITMENT WHICH WE WILL KEEP. IN NO WAY WILL WE RETREAT, NOR
WILL WE DO ANYTHING TO UNDERMINE THE MORALE AND CONFIDENCE OF THE
PEOPLE OF ISRAEL WHO DEPEND ON THE LOYALTY, SUPPORT AND DEDICATION
OF AMERICAN JEWS -- ESPECIALLY AMERICAN ZIONISTS -- AS WELL AS

THE MEMBERS, LEADERS AND PROFESSIONAL STAFF OF THE ZOA.

THERE IS NO VACILLATION IN OUR DETERMINATION TO PROCEED, AND EACH
AND EVERY ZOA LEADER AND PROFESSIONAL SHOULD MAKE CERTAIN THAT

EACH AND EVERY RECION AND ZOA DISTRICT WILL BE REPRESENTED IN

UNPRECEDENTED MUMBERS. ‘

OUR CONVENTION THEME REMAINS, "PRIDE IN THE PAST AND FAITH IN THE
FUTURE," AND WE NOW ADD TO OUR THEME, "ZOA STANDS WITH ISRAEL TODAY."

OUR CONVENTION IN ISRAEL COMES AT A MOST DELICATE, SENSITIVE MOMENT
IN ISRAEL'S HISTORY. IT IS A TIME WHEN THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
ISRAEL AND THE DIASPORA IS SUBJECTED TO AN INTENSE CHALLENGE.

THEREFORE, OUR BEING IN ISRAEL WILL BE AN EXPRESSION OF JEWISH



UNITY AND SOLIDARITY WHICH SHOULD BE FORTHCOMING FROM THOSE WHO
TRULY CARE ABOUT THE WELFARE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE, WHICH WE KNOW
IS EMBODIED IN THE WELFARE OF THE JEWISH STATE.

GO FORWARD WITH ENTHUSIASM! IMPLEMENT A CAMPAIGN FOR CONVENT ION
ENROLLMENT THAT WILL INCLUDE THE PARTICIPATION OF EACH AND EVERY
MEMBER WHO HAS ASSUMED A POSITION OF RESPONSIBILITY IN THE Z0A
TODAY, IN THE PAST, OR HOPEFULLY, IN THE FUTURE.

PRIDE IN THE PAST -

FAITH IN THE FUTURE -

JEWISH UNITY NOW!

PF /er

CC: REGIONAL AND DISTRICT PRESIDENTS
AND SECRETARIES

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD

FHERAHHE
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L4 Zionist, News Release
| ization - (212) 481-1500

” JACOB and LIBBY COODMAN ZOA HOUSE s 4 LAST HIMNIREI L NY NY o
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PAUL FLACEKS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Z0A TO HOLD 90TH ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION IN ISRAEL

DECLARES REAFFIRMATION OF JEWISH UNITY

NEW YORK, NEW YORK -- The Zionist Organization of America
will hold its 90th Anniversary Convention in Israel from July 3-7,
1988. ZOA anticipates that large numbers of members and friends will
be motivated to attend this event, not only for its historical signifi- . ‘
cance, but because recent developments call upon Jews to demonstrate
their solidarity with the Jewish State.
ZOA President, Milton S. Shapiro, announced that Past Presidents
Ivan J. Novick and Alleck A. Resnick will serve as Convention Co-

Chairmen. Novick and Resnick called upon all American Jews to visit

Israel during its 40th Anniversary Year.
Milton S. Shapiro stated: "At a time when Israel and all the
Jewish people are challenged by a campaign of distortion and political
pressure, world Jewry must express its support for Israel and its .
confidence in its leaders and its citizens." Continued Shapiro, "This
is not the time for Diaspora Jews to play politics when the fate of
Israel and its stature in the world community are at stake. All of us
can be proud of a Jewish State that has, in a short 40 years, more
than fulfilled its historic mission and has, in fact, been a 'light
unto the nations' at a time when the world community needs the influence
of democratic-thinking nations."

Novick and Resnick urge non-members of the ZOA to take advantage

of this historic event by attending the Opening Session of the Convention,
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which will be held in the Jerusalem Theater the evening of July 3, 1988.

ICcnventiﬂn Vice Chairman, Isaac Oberman, stated: "This will
be the Zionist Organization of America's most important convention since
Theodor Herzl founded the Zionist Movement in Basil, Switzerland in 1890."
This is why the Convention slogan, "Pride in the Past -- Faith in the

Future," has been augmented with the additional theme, "Jewish Unity Now!"

Herschel Auerbach of Haifa, Israel, who also serves as Convention
Vice Chairman, indicated that there will be present a full range of per-

sonalities and events, including Israel's President Chaim Herzog, Prime

Minister Shamir, Foreign Minister Peres, Defense Minister Rabin and other
governmental representatives and officials from the World Zionist

Organization and the Jewish Agency.

Included in the programming will be Plenary Sessions devoted to
such themes as "Jewish-American Critics of Israel -- The Intellectual
Left," "U.S.-Israel Relations: Economics - A Shift in Ewmphasis," and
a full day which deals with various aspects of Aliyah titled, "There Is A
Place For You."

Other important aspects of ZOA's Convention will include the first

report of a special research project on Aliyah conducted by Professor
Yaar of Tel Aviv University and underwritten by the Novick Institute on

Diaspora Affairs.

Special highlights of the Convention will be a July 4th fireworks
display at ZOA's Kfar Silver High School campus, a public demonstration
of the unity between American Jews and Israelis and by a display of

successful Aliyah through extensive home hospitality by American new
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 immigrants.

Former U.N. Ambassador Benjamin Netanyahu illustrated the
problem and the solution when he stated in a recent communication to
7ZOA leadership, "Israelis are led to falsely believe that most of
the Jewish people are indifferent or hostile to Israel. Undoubtedly,
the best way to counteract this false impression is for American Jews

to visit Israel."

Executive Vice President Paul Flacks emphasized that Zionists
have a special responsibility to demonstrate solidarity with Israel.

He announced that the ZOA Convention is open to all ZOA members and ..

friends. Travel packages and other travel options are available.
For more information, call ZOA Tours at 1-800-223-6393 or

212-481-1500.

PRIDE IN THE PAST
FAITH IN THE FLUITURE

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION
OF AMERICA

NATIONAL CONVENTION
JULY 3-7, 1988
JERLISALEM, ISEAEL
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Kenneth Arrow - 7 -vo- 308

Bernard Avishai .
Rabbi Leonard 1. Beerman 7 april 1988 __m#p*rm ‘wn
Robert Brym -
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Gerald Bubis Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir / i ;
Steven M. Coben The Knesset

Isaac Fein Jerusalem

Franklin M. Fisher ISRAEL

Robert 0. Freedman

Amas Funkenstein Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

Rabbi Laura Geller

Rachel Golden it i i

e Enclosed are petitions bearing the signatures
of over 200 Los Angeles Jews who attended a

;x:;xﬂm Peace Now rally in Beverly Hills on March 13, 1988.
Irving Howe

Paula Hyman The petitions call on your government to

Phillp Klutznick accept Secretary of State George Schultz'

Seymour Martin Lipset peace initiative as a first-- if imperfect--
Rabbl Robert Marx step toward a peaceful political resolution

Rabbi Marshall T. Meyer of the Palestinian/Israeli conflict.

Eric M. Meyers

S P over 1000 American Jews attended the rally, to
Eikiasy. SoepRIRERE a hei t for Israel in it

Robert Periman ?mnnstrat§ ? elr supporxr or rael 1in its

Rohert §. Rifikind time of crisis and to speak out in favor of

Henry Rosavsky Peace Now's position.

Rabbi Chaim Seidler-Feller

Stanley Sheinbaum On your next visit to Los Angeles, please

Mel Shipman include a discussion with the prominent members
Charles E. Silberman of our advisory board, soO that we can find

Rabbi Ira Silverman effective, non-divisive ways to convey our views.
Harry Steiner

Henry Voremberg Thank you.

Michael Walzer

Trude Weiss-Rosmarin ﬁ

Rahbi Cary Yales P </

Fred Zemans ’P t CL/K/\_\/

Mark Rosenblum, Director Robert Eshman

Linda Gaal, Admin. Dir.

27 W. 20th Street

Ninth Floor

New York, N.Y. 10011

212/645-6262

Robert Eshman, Assoc.Dir.
2049 Century Park East
Suite 5225

Los Angeles, CA 90067
213-282-8424




78 ISRAEL’S 40th ANNIVERSARY DINNER étf?? (’%@‘,
organized by <§"§f; ‘
THE AMERICAN FRIENDS OF THE ISRAEL DEFENSE FORCES

HOTEL PIERRE
New York, NY

Sunday, March 20th, 1988
March 30, 1988

Dinner Chairman;
John Klein

Organizing Commitlee: f ttewmii o T
Frank and Cesia Blaichman E oYYy oy
23:':““;':53’?:“2 His Excellency Prime Minister, I'

obert and Esther Born 1
Milton and Dora Butnick YITZHAK SHAMIR, : &y b !;
Jack and Erna Burstin OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER, e 'l)
Sam and Gladys Halpern Jerusalem, ISRAEL, L—‘ﬂ‘—
Rag Kushner @ = 3z cemcccccmmccmccca—cee——— -
Jack and Sally Pomeranc _H.‘l-i"_i - -
Benny and Lori Shabti C e .
Abe and Stephanie Shnay Dear Mr. Prime Minister: .
Harry and Rosa Strygler
Salomon and Beryl Trau We are addressing this letter to you on behalf
‘Hobert and Sarah Wax of the Organizing Committee of the American Friends

of the Israel Defense Forces for the celebration of
Israel's 40th Anniversary and the close to 500
guests who attended the Benefit Dinner for the
Aguda Lemaan Hachayal, which was held on Sunday,
March 20, -1988, at the Pierre Hotel in Wew York.

¢ ;Hfhynderstua that we had a firm commitment from
you to attem ¥t dinner between 7:00 and 8:00 P.M.
that night. This was confirmed by Mr. Yosef Ben Aharon
from your office and verified by the Consul Genera
of Israel in New York, Moshe Yegar.

Your anticipated presence caused a great deal of
excitement and, had you been there, you would have
witnessed a rare show of enthusiastic appreciation
to you and, through you, to the hercic defenders of .
our blessed homeland.

The ballroom of the Pierre was filled Lo capacity
with committed and dedlicated Jews. You cannot imagine
the let-down that was felt when suddenly it was announc-
ed over the loudspeaker that, at the last minute,
without any due notificatiom, and for no wvalid reason
whatsoever given to us, you had abruptly decided to
cancel your appearance.

({continued --2--)

Mailing address:
John Klein, 389 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1104, New York, N.Y. 10016
(212) 683-1251

FAX (212) 6831479




KENNETH J. BIALKIN
ae THIRD AVENUE
MNEW YORK, NEW YORK o022

(212) 735-2130

March 30, 1988

1-2)
Honorable George P. Shultz 820 ( '
Secretary of State , - Guo (}..1i)
U.S. Department of State ) -

2201 C Street, N.W.
Wwashington, D.C. 20520

Dear George:

There is a great temptation to oversimpli-
fy problems in foreign affairs, especially by those
who do not carry responsibility for their adminis-
tration. 1 hope 1 do not oversimplify in this brief
letter, but I would like to lay before you some
elemental truths which must profoundly affect your
continuing efforts to move the peace process in the
middle east.

There is no one 1 admire and respect more
than you in public life today, for your courage,
intelligence, your integrity, your basic fairness
and your uncomplicated desire to try to resolve the
Arab-Israel conflict. I respect and admire your
present efforts, although, as 1 suspect you know, I
do not agree with your fundamental premises, nor am
1 hopeful that they will bear fruit as presently
administered, although I very much hope I am wrong.

When 1 saw you briefly during the ADL
meetings in Palm Beach in February 1 tried to ex-
press my conviction of what was necessary in order
to make a meaningful movement towards resolution of
the conflict. The fundamental fact is that except
for Eqypt no Arab state has accepted the legitimacy
of Israel, and until all of the relevant states of
the region accept the reality of Israel's existence
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 e | 119-\1-8
Dear Mr. Prime Minister: March 28, 1988

I am honored to have been selected as the Tribute Chairman for an
International Dinmer of Tribute honoring Dr. Irving Lehrman on
Saturday evening, December 17, 1988 at the Fontainebleau Hilton
Hotel in Miami Beach, Florida.

Dr. Lehrman, whom I have counted as one of my closest friends for
more than four decades, is being saluted on the occasion of both
the 50th anniversary of the founding of Temple Emanu-El of Greater
Miami and of the 45th anmiversary of his service as Rabbi of the
congregation.

Under his dynamic leadership, Temple Emanu-El has developed into
one of the major synagogues in our nation, and, indeed, the world.
He has served with great distinction as president of the Synagogue
Council of America, as national chairman of the Rabbinic Cabinet
of the United Jewish Appeal, as national vice president of the
Zionist Organization of America, as a mational board member of the
National Conference of Christians and Jews, as general chairman of
the Combined Jewish Appeal of the Greater Miami Jewish Federation,
as chairman of the board of the State of Israel Bonds Organization
of Greater Miami and as chairman of the Jewish National Fund
Foundation in Florida.

His community service extends far beyond the confines of the Jewish
community, and the list of his activities is far too long to spell
out in detail here.

We are preparing a Tribute Album to be distributed on the occasion

of the anniversary dinner, and would be honored if you could send

a letter which could be included in this most meaningful volume.

The book also will contain a detailed history -- in words and

pictures -- of the history of Temple Emanu-El, Dr. Lehrman and the .
South Florida community. In addition to you, we are inviting all

of the present and former Governors, United States Senators and

Congressmen representing South Florida to send greetings for

inclusion in this historic Tribute Album.

Your message may be sent to my attention at Temple Emanu-El of
Greater Miami, 1701 Washington Avenue, Miami Beach, Florida 33139.
If you have any questions, please call me.

Thank you for your consideration and cooperation.
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March 28, 1988

His Excellency Yitzhak Shamir
Prime Minister

Kiryat Ben Gurion

Jerusalem

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

Please accept this earnest request to meet with the principal
officers of the American Jewish Committee at your convenience
sometime between April 15 and April 20.

Mr. Theodore Ellenoff our President, and Mr. Bertram Gold
our Executive Vice President, are coming to Israel at this time
on their own cognizance, to gain a better appreciation of the
current situation, to share views following recent meetings
in the US and to take counsel together on how best the AJC
can be helpful to the State of Israel in the immediate future.

I will be calling your office in the immediate days ahead
with the hopeful expectation that your response will be positive
and a meeting time will be fixed.

With best wishes for a hag sameach.

Respectfully yours,

o fos, Bty

Dr. M. Bernard Resnikoff
Acting Director
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GuiLFoOrRO GLAZER
1201 AWVENMUE OF THE STARS * CENTURY CITY
LOS AMGELES, CALIFORMNIA S00B7
{213y 277-3511

March 25, 1988

Dear Yitzhak,

This is just a note to say how sorry I was to become ill with the flu
and therefore unable to be with you while you were in California.

The main purpose in this letter is to tell you that your visit to the
United States was a great success. There were many Americans -- Jewish
especially -- who had planned for you to be criticized while you were here.
Your forthrightness, frankness and very clear delivery brought about the
opposite. That is, you elicited admiration and understanding, 1 very much
want to congratulate you.

We all pray that solutions will be found. I know vou are tractable.
All you need is a decent and honorable negotiating partner. The idea of
demanding that you grant concessions in advance while vou have no one to
grant them to is ridiculous and America now understands that.

Qur best to Shulamit. —

- L

incerely,
4

-

The Honorable Yitzhak Shamir
Prime Minister of Israel

The Knesset

Jerusalem, ISEAEL
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE

JEWISH FEDERATION COUNCIL OF GREATER LOS ANGELES
-y

4505 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD = LOS ANGELES, CA 90048-9961 « (213) 8521234

March 23, 1988

nyen M1 Tren |
H.E. Yitzchak Shamir 117
Prime Minister of Israel =
Office of the Prime Minister 172 -3~ 18°%
kyxia Ronens 840 1-2)0 00 ‘
Jerusalem, Israel .

Dear Prime Minister;
On behalf of the Community Relations Committee of the Jewish Federation

Council of Greater Los Angeles, I am grateful that you were able to

spend time with leaders of the Los Angeles business community last Friday
afternoon. It was an honor and privilege to meet with you and receive

your first-hand briefing on the current situation.

Because I understand the many demands made on your time during your brief
visit to Los Angeles, I am especially grateful that you agreed to participate
in this meeting. One of the major goals of the Community Relations Committee
is to tell Israel's "story" to the members of the non-Jewish community of
our city. Your willingness to assist us In meeting this vital cbjectiwve

is greatly appreciated.

We were honored to have you as a guest in our city and we join with you
and all citizens of Israel in the fervent desire for peace and security .
for the Jewish State and all its people.

Very truly yours,

Rabbi Marvin M. Gross, Director
Middle East Commission

cc: Moshe Arad
Eytan Bentsur
Mark Spiegel
Richard Volpert

MMG:114d

« Member National Jewish Communify Relations Advisory Councll «
RECIPIENT OF UNITED JEWISH FUND |



ADVISORY COUNCIL
Honey Kessler Amado
Ralph Amado

Martin 5. Appel

Elaine Altias
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Victor Carter

Dr. Erwin Chemerinsky
Dr Marshall Cohen
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Robert Feldman
Rabbi Harvey Fields
Joel Fishman

Rabbi Allen |. Freehling
Howard |, Friedman
Leonard Friedman

Dt Beryl Geber
Richard Giesberg
Noralee Gold

Sherry Goldenfeld
Leona Goldring

Rolf Gompertz
Dorothy Goren

Milton &. Gordon
Richard 5. Gunther
Jerry Freedman Habush
Dr Harry Handler
Sarah Harwick-Feder
Jack Heeger

Edwin Herzog

Rabbi Marvin Hiar
Judge Irving Hill
Arttiur Hiller

Pauline Hirsch

Ben Hoberman

D Emanuel Honig
Frank Homy

Phalen "Chuck” Hurewitz
James H. Jacobson
Dr Ralph J. Kaplan
Bruce E. Karatz
David Kassoy
Harold L. Kafz
Walter Keen
Joshua Kheel
Jeffrey Kitchaven
sandra Klosky

O Leslie Koltal

Irl Korsen
Bermardo Kracer
Dt Julius Lesner
Willlam Levin
Shirley Levine

Sid B. Levine
Burton Lavinson
Rabbi Albart Lawis
David Lieber
David |, Lippert
Ethel Lozabnick

Dr. Fred Masaryk
Geoigia Mercer
Barbara Mintzer
Ethel Narvid

Steve Nissen

Bel Ostrow

Judge Jerry Pacht
Sanford P. Parls
Effie Pfefferman
Rabbl Daniel F. Polish

Betty Rapoport-Hamburger

Dt Monroe F. Richman
Rabbl Stephen Robbins
Ronald Rogers

Joseph Roos

Judy Rosen

Eve Rosove

Carol Rowen

Helen Rubin

Edward Sanders

Dena Schechter
Marvin 5, Shapiro
Harold Sitowitz
Alber A Spiegel

Dr Steven L Splege!
Willlam Spitzer
Kate Stemn

Bonnie Stemwasser
Rita Title

Stanley Treitel

Dr Jerome Unetin
Rabbil Max Verspan
Carmen Warschaw
Lawrence Jay Weinberg
Judlith Weinstock
Jerry Weintraub
Richard Weiss
Rabbi Alfred Wolf
Walter Zeisl

Harold J. fivetz

Ted Zuckerman

ELECTED CFFICIALS

Assemblyman Tom Bane
Congressman Anthony Bellenson
Congressman Howard Barman
Councilman Hal Bernson

Sheriff Sherman Block
Councliman Marvin Braude
Arthur Bronson

Supervisor Edmund D, Edelman
Jackle Goldberg

Assemblyman Richard Kotz
Congressman Meldon E. Levine
Councilwoman Joy Plcus

Ira Reiner

Senator Alan Robbins

Senator Herschel Rosanthal
Councilman Joel Wachs
Congressman Henry A Waxman
Councliman Zev Yaroslavsky
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515 PARK AVENUE
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TELEPHOMNE 212 751-6000

March 20, 1988

His Honorable ¥itzhak Shamir
Prime Minister, Israel
Enesset

Jerusalem, Israel g""ﬂé“ :L)

Dear Prime Minister Shamir:

I was privileged to be with you today at the World
Sephardic Federation. Your compelling statements,

along with the superb article published in Foreign
Affairs, informed our understanding of the situation

in Israel with a logic and moral force so needed at

this Jjuncture. .

Your strong call for a show of support from your
American audience, which would include travel to
Israel now, and sending our children to Israel
through various pregrams, this summer, has prompted
this letter.

Further to my perscnal commitment as Chairman of
American Zionist Youth Foundation, I would request
your support in reaching out to diaspora youth.

The Jewish Agency has instructed us to make serious
programming cuts now, when we in fact should be
increasing our efforts.

Widely known for its Zionist grass-roots educational

and community projects, culminating in travel and

study in Israel, AZYF has long been active in Zionist
education for our youth, culminating in the sponsnrship.
of the Salute to Israel Parade.

The mission of AEZYF---a clearing house for Zionist

youth activity and the largest Zionist youth organization
in the world---is to foster study in Israel. Each

year, AZYF processes the travel of thousands of young
people through educational programs, providing
scholarships and sending increasing numbers of young
people to Israel on short and long-term programs.

Each of our departments works synergistically,
providing a wide sweep across the major American
communities in the United States. This past Thursday,
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March 20, 1988

for instance, our University Services Department, wit

only a week's notice,

gathered together under one roof

over 600 college and graduate students to hear
Benjamin Natanayahu ask them to become soldiers for

truth for Israel, and

to consider Alivya. AZYF

believes that first, they must be encouraged to travel

and study in Israel
We would not pfﬁgaaéftn make unjustified requests at

this time, but would respectfully request your inter-
vention so that within the budget of the Jewish Agency,
a re—-examination of funding priorities takes place.

We are in full agreement with you that this summer our

mission is especially
years, has coped with
just been notified of
budget. We will find
goals.

In summary, Mr. Prime
raising the awareness

Zionist ideal along with travel to Israel for study,

important. AZYF through the
budgetary restraints. We have
further serious cuts in our
it impossible to realize our

=

Minister, we here feel that
of American Jewish youth to the
is

of great importance especially for this coming season.

May we respectfully request therefore,

that you address

this important matter, as you did in the cogent
message delivered Sunday to your American audience,

to the Jewish Agency,

as well, with the hope that some

further clarity of understanding on this issue may
ensue with them, as it certainly did for us.

Mr.

you at this time.

LL:mf

Prime Minister, our hearts and hopes are with

AMERICAN ZIONIST YOUTH FOUNDATION

Sincerely,

Chairman
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TO: Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamiry’ 1 4-03
g_qt? -a.)
Forelgn Minister Shimon Peres
Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin |l .

Ambassador Moshe Arad
Consul General Zvi Brosh, Midwest Consul

FROM: Lawrence D. Gibson, President

The sentiments expressed in the attached resclution passed by the Jewish
Community Relations Council at its Board meeting on Febrary 15, 1988,
reflect our deep love and commitment to the State of Israel. It was

passed after painful consideration by our Board of the difficult dilemmas .

and options faclng Israel.

This resolution is not being released to the press or publie.




STATEMENT ON THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT

JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL
OF MINNESOTA AND THE DAKOTAS

February 15, 1988

In proclaiming the Jewish State, the Zionist movement
an ancient people could accept the challenge of modern
ing its ethical values =-- that this government could ad :
cherished ethos of social justice and civie decency.

f g
Two decades of occupation, the'bitterlfrgi; of the Six Day War, have taken their

toll. The occupation brutalizes™and dehumanizes occupier and occupied, jeopard-
izes hopes of future co-existence and threatens the Jewish character of Israel.
Today, strife between Palestinians and Israelis monopolizes public opinion.

We share Israel's agony over the recent unrest in Gaza and the West Bank, and
its frustration in effectively dealing with it. We call on Israel, as it

carries out its responsibility to maintain order, to make even greater efforts
for the preservation of human rights.

We are confident that Israel shares our conviction that new initiatives must

be undertaken to achieve peace. All alternatives must be considered, including
direct negotiations, a willingness to consider territorial compromise, and a
resolve to end the Occupation on mutually acceptable grounds. The risks and
benefits of an international umbrella for peace talks must be carefully
considered. However, there is no hope in perpetuation of the status quo.

We recognize the historical context of the current situation, Israel's many
attempts to negotiate, the hostility of many foes whose fanatical goal is Israel's
destruction, and the difficulty in finding a responsible representative

party with whom to negotiate. We commend Israel for its continuing efforts

to find peace and we encourage Israel to persist.

We in the Diaspora cannot presume to dictate actions in Israel. But we are
obligated to express our deep concern as well as our continued support; what

V'nafsheinu

affects Israel affects all Jews, for we are indeed one pecple.
Keshura B'nafshechen. (Our seul is bound up with your soul.)
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TO THE HONORABLE YITZHAK SHAMIR: Susan B“.

The Jewish Federation of Greater Bridgeport is an agency serving
the Jewish community of Eastern Fairfield County, Connecticut.
As such, it has, and will maintain, a strong commitment to doing
whatever it is able, to both support the State of Israel and
assure its continued viability as a free and democratic nation.
But we believe that there exists in our community a deep concern
over recent events in Israel and a level of frustration and
anxiety which has not existed since the creation of the State -
not in 1956, not in 1967, not in 1973, and not in 1982, our
intent is not to offer a resolution of existing tension, for we
share both your struggle and pain in your attempt to formulate a
. constructive resolution. However, we are disturbed by a

government policy which we interpret as transmitting, at best,
an insensitivity, and, at worst, a total disregard for those

humane values we have held dear throughout the generations, to
wit:

1. WE BELIEVED THAT ISRAEL'S INITIAL REACTION WAS REFLEXIVE AND
THAT AN APPROPRIATE POLICY WOULD BE DEVELOPED. HOWEVER, STATED
GOVERNMENT POLICY IS DIFFICULT TO COMPREHEND WHEN MR. RABIN'S
"BREAK THEIR BONES" EXPRESSION IS FOLLOWED BY A GOVERNMENT
DENIAL THAT THIS IS OFFICIAL POLICY. WHILE WE RECOGNIZE THAT
THE AMERICAN MEDIA HAS BEEN GROSSLY UNFAIR IN ITS TREATMENT OF

ISRAEL, A DENIAL OF BEATINGS WHEN EVIDENCE IS TO THE CONTRARY
CAN EVOKE NOTHING BUT DISTRUST.

2. WHILE WE DO NOT POSSESS THE DEFINITIVE ANSWER TO PEACE IN
THE REGION, IT IS UNFORTUNATE THAT THE REACTION TO DATE TO
VARIOUS PEACE INITIATIVES, INCLUDING THAT OF THE UNITED STATES,
HAS BEEN LESS THAN ENTHUSIASTIC. SINCE ANY PROPOSED PROCESS
AND/OR PEACE TREATY MUST BE AGREED TO AND ACCEPTED BY THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF ISRAEL, THE UNWILLINGNESS TO, AT THE VERY LEAST,
DISCUSS SUCH A PROCESS, WITHOUT PREJUDICE, IS UNFORTUNATE.

Gerald A. Kiginman ACEW




3. WE PERCEIVE GOVERNMENT ACTION AS EXACERBATING THE EXISTING
PROBLEM. WHAT POSSIBLE RATIONALE COULD THE GOVERNMENT HAVE FOR
ANNOUNCING THE CREATION OF ADDITIONAL SETTLEMENTS AT A TIME WHEN
IT SHOULD BE EXPLORING ALL POSSIBLE MEANS TO DEFUSE THE SITUA-
TION? PREDETERMINED TIMETABLES NOTWITHSTANDING, SUCH ACTION IS
INFLAMMATORY. THE QUESTION IS NOT WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT HAS
THE RIGHT OR AUTHORITY TO CREATE NEW SETTLEMENTS, BUT TO DO SO
AT THIS TIME ONLY ADDS TO EXISTING TENSION.

4. REGARDLESS OF THE FINAL OUTCOME, ISRAEL WILL HAVE TO LIVE,
SIDE BY SIDE, WITH AN ARAB POPULATION. ONGOING, RANDOM BEATINGS
AND CONTINUAL VERBAL HARASSMENT WILL ONLY PROPAGATE THIS

DEEP-SEATED ANIMOSITY AND MAKE THE CREATION OF A TRUE CALM
UNATTAINABLE FOR DECADES TO COME.

We would hope that it is understood that these concerns emanate
from dedicated, American Jews who have volunteered countless
time and much energy in an attempt to create a better Jewish
community, while maintaining a deep commitment to the State of
Israel. Leadership must lead, and to do so now means the
creation and implementation of the viable solutions needed to
resolve the existing crisis. While it is a time of great

unrest, it is also a time of opportunity. We pray that there |
exists the foresight and ability to seize that opportunity.

Sincerely Yours,

%%L/W
Irving J7 Kern, esident

THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER BRIDGEPORT

cc: Shimon Peres, Deputy Prime Minister
Moshe Yegar, Consul General, New York
Carmi Schwartz, Executive Vice President, CJF
Stanley Horowitz, President, UJA
Irving Kessler, Executive Vice President, UIA




Jacos STEIN ~

20 JERUSALEM AVENUE r

HICKSVILLE, NEW YORK 11801 / J
N

March 8, 1988 \

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
Office of the Prime Minister
Jerusalem, ISRAEL

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

I enjoyed the opportunity to sit with you
and meet with you during the recent visit
of the Conference of Presidents to Israel.

Your candid presentation to us of your
policies was very helpful and cleared up
some of the confusion.

I look forward to welcoming you during
your coming wvisit to the United States.

I wish you success in your mission of
peace.

With warm personal regards.

Cordially,
Y

J5:FF
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His Excellency Yitzhak Shamir .
Prime Minister 23U
State of Israel

Jerusal Israel - T
= em ae
' RN (\-2)
My Dear Prime Minister Shamir: .

I hope this finds you and yours in the best of health.

Priorities change, but the needs of the disadvantaged
children, teens and elderly always remain the same.

Ag you know once a year we hold our HI-BID AUCTION, at
the NEW PEABODY HOTEL on Saturday night, June 4th and
each year we have a tremendous crowd with standing room
only.

Your last donation of an autographed copy of your picture
was the "HIT" of the auction. Could you please send
an autographed copy of the "WONDERS" OF ISRAEL? We need
your help. — - —— —

Shalom

Accept my sincere thanks for all consideration and pleas"
let me hear from you.

My wvery best regards.

Sincerely,
e
RQCLJL,A--Q__

David M. Furman
Fundraising Coordinator

R
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hd UNITED WAY JEWISH FEDERATION

OF ORANGE AND
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A Congtituent Agency of The Jewssh Federation of Greater Ortando Supparted by the Combened Jewssh Appesland United Way of Orange and Saminole Countes
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| b T'”]
Hon. Yitzhak Shamir } g FEn T

Prime Minister, State of Israel

Kiryat Ben Gurion

Ruppin Road #3

Jerusalem, Israel

The Chicago Zionist Federation, local affiliate of

the American Zionist Federation, umbrella organization
of the Zionist organizations in the greater Chicago
area, is planning a gala, community-wide celebration
of Yom Yerushalayim on Sunday, May 15, 1988,

s g e

Dear Mr., Shamir:

S

The 21st Anniversary of the Reunification of Jerusalem .
following the Six Day War of 1967 occurs on a Sunday,

thus making it possible to commemorate the occasion

with a festive parade which will unite the entire

Jewish community and help forge living fraternal bonds

with the people of Israel and the United States.

The parade will begin at 11:00 a.m. The route will
commence at the Bernard Horwich JCC, 3003 West Touhy
Ave., Chicago, and culminate at the Associated Talmud
Torahs Center at 2828 West Pratt Blvd.

We have the sincere pleasure of extending an invitation

to you to participate with us in this parade. We would

be most honored if you would grace the dais and extend
greetings on behalf of the State of Israel. Your

presence will lend prestige and dignity to this

auspicious event. If your schedule does not permit

your attendance, we will be delighted to read your

message to our assembly, .

We anticipate the pleasure of your favorable reply.

e sl

Anne Serota
Yom Yerushalayim Chairman

.gzglmﬂzéﬁﬁ {fytf%%4ﬂf1i

Rosalie K. Grad
Chairman of the Board

With,Zionist greetings,

fﬂijmtfg;Z ’
Rabbi Shlomo Rabvoport
Pregldent

xfkazqﬁfafgfjéélqrgf

Linda Har
Executive Director
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ISRAEL,

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA ., =

JACOB AND LIBBY GOODMAN ZOA HOUSE o
4 EAST 34th STREET NEW YORK, NY 10016 212-481-1500 ,’/

NATIONAL CONVENTION IN ISRAEL

JERUSALEM— JULY 3-7,1988
Pride in the Past
Faith in the Future

MILTON 5. SHAPIRD

Fresileaf

JACGUES TORCEYNER

x{iigpruary 24, 1988
2R

Fowewrnry Pogsnfear e

JOSERH ). HILLER N2PREN WRI 11D .
b, NEC " - |

i The Honorable Yitzhak Shamjr . omrhwiae

RERSARD 1. RIFRIN Prime Minister of Israel {408 Yape

e oA, Prime Minister's Office 1 3

LIBBY GOODMAN

H:-umillr:"l.':ll-'n : Cherirenioni, Jeru Sa-l em 2 I 5 raEI EM:IE:) Pang

AY |

FRANK HORKY Dear Mr, Prime Minister: 3 l.!«!_ll:.s : I

Munerrerry Assend e
Chainman, NEC

v bl The Officers of the Zionist Organization of America extend a

Himerary Chiirman, most cordial invitation to you to address the closing banquet
by of the ZOA 90th Anniversary Convention on Wednesday evening,
WAL 0, RENOL July 6, ]#. It will take place at p.m. in the Grand
lelmiinistrative Board Ballroom o the Jerusalem Hilton Hotel. ! WU -
SOL GOLDSTEIN %—4‘
it This Convention will be the culminating event of our year >und
\dministrative Board activities in observance of Israel's 40th Anniversary, ana will
WILLIAM D HESS also mark an important milestone for the ZOA as the oldest
i b American Zionist organization.
VAN | SOV ICK L .
Ronieey Chuetmitt We expect to have 1n_attendaqce sevgrql hundred delegates from
Ny the United States, high ranking officials from the Israel Government,
o members of the diplomatic community, as well as an important cross
Aasciple Chslrmaw section of the Jerusalem and Tel Aviv communities.
e L Mr. Prime Minister, as you are aware, the President of Israel,
JACK LEFKOWITZ the Prime Minister and other important dignitaries have consistently
c i graced the Z0A platform at previously held ZOA conventions in
BAROLD GREENRALD Israel and, as always, it will be a distinct honor and pleasure to
Finance Commitive have you address our delegates at this historic convention.
W, JAMES SCHILLER
iy In this moment of great challenge, the Zionist Organization of

| Wk e America stands steadfastly at your side and we will continue energetically
Secretary and enthusiastically to give support to the Government of Israel and

Execiifiew Vice Pressdent

the Jewish people.

Comveniion Co-C Bagirmen Hith ziﬂnist grEEtiHQSI
IVAN | NOVICK
ALLECK A. RESNICK

Cratvention Vice Chairmn o ‘J ﬂ ,Q/
HERSCHEL AUERBACH 7 #n 3 / Fru

ISAAC M. OBERMAN MSS/er Yilton 5. Shapiro
CC: Mr. Harry Hurwitz President

ially yours,

*Nattomend Execuline Commiiiee

e e L R ettt ] et B e 1 e B o 3 E L
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

JACOB AND LIBEY GOODMAN ZOA HOUSE
4 EAST 34th STREET NEW YORK, NY 10016 212-481-1500

NATIONAL CONVENTION IN ISRAEL
JERUSALEM—JULY 3-7, 1988

February 24, 1988

The Honorable Yitzhak Shamir .
Prime Minister of Israel

Prime Minister's Office

Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

The Officers of the Zionist Organization of America extend a
most cordial invitation to you to address the closing banquet
of the ZOA 90th Anniversary Convention on Wednesday evening,
July 6, 1988. It will take place at 8:00 p.m. in the Grand
Ballroom of the Jerusalem Hilton Hotel.

This Convention will be the culminating event of our year round
activities in observance of Israel's 40th Anniversary, and will
also mark an important milestone for the Z0A as the oldest
American Zionist organization.

We expect to have in attendance several hundred delegates from .
the United States, high ranking officials from the Israel Government,
members of the diplomatic community, as well as an important cross

section of the Jerusalem and Tel Aviv communities.

Mr. Prime Minister, as you are aware, the President of Israel,

the Prime Minister and other important dignitaries have consistently
graced the ZOA platform at previously held ZOA conventions in

Israel and, as always, it will be a distinct honor and pleasure to
have you address our delegates at this historic convention. *

In this moment of great challenge, the Zionist Organization of

America stands steadfastly at your side and we will continue energetically
and enthusiastically to give support to the Government of Israel and

the Jewish people. .

With Zionist greetings.
Cordially yours,

MS5/er
CC: Mr. Harry Hurwitz o/

Milton S. Shapiro
President
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GuiLFORDOD GLAZER
1201 AVENUWE OF THE STARS - CENMTURY CITY
LDS AMNGELES, CALIFORMNIA 20067

(213 277-3511

Léfuo [I—%)

February 12, 1988 82,0 1"':/')

Dear Mr. President:

Everybody is disturbed about the demonstrations taking place in
Israel.

Xw

2.

The Israelis are of course most disturbed.

From the standpoint of what is best for the United States, .
let us not overlook the fact that Israel is our strongest

military ally and is protecting the Eastern Mediterranean

from any possible Soviet entry into that area.

If out of these demonstrations Israel is weakened, that
weakens the United States also.

No one knows really to what extent the Soviets are involved
in this situation, but we do know that the Soviets have
training bases for the PLO and that the Soviets totally and
completely support the PLO.

Let us not forget that the first thing the Sandinistas did
was bring in the PLO for assistance and collaboration, along
with the Cubans and North Koreans.

The involvement of the Soviets in the disturbances in Israel

should be investigated, especially when one looks at the three
categories of leaflets being distributed in the Arab areas .
where the demonstrations are presently taking place:

a. One leaflet is distributed by the Fundamentalists.
These leaflets call for a Jihad, which translated means
"Holy War". These people are linked with Khomeini
followers and they want war against any non-Moslems and
against Moslems who are not Fundamentalists.

b. Another leaflet distributed by the PLO calls for con-
tinued armed struggle against Israel until the entire
area of Palestine, including of course Israel, is taken
over. The day that takes place - if ever - means that
the United States will have no strong ally in that area
and that the U.S. will be forced to enter that area in
a major way to deter the Soviets just as the U. S. has
been doing since 1950 in South Korea, and since 1945 in
Japan, and as the U. S. is doing in Western Europe.
This could mean tens of billions of dollars of costs to






the U. S. and the lives of many American service men
being placed on the line - not to speak of the Demo-
cracy of Israel disappearing.

C. A third category of leaflets is being distributed by
the Communist Party of the West Bank and Gaza, calling
for an "International Conference" with the participa-
tion of the Soviet Union to help "solve the Palestinian
problem". Keep in mind that the Soviets will bring
Syria initially to such a conference. If Jordan and
Syria are SLtting in the same room initially, King |
Hussein could never settle for anything less than what- l
ever Syria demands. Syria will demand everything -
then nothing will happen because it is not likely that
Israel will commit suicide by capitulating to Syria.
There has been talk that at an International Conference
the Soviets and Americars would come in and start the
meeting and then leave. It has been very clear that
the Soviets have not agreed to be passive at such a
conference, but on the contrary, Gorbachev has stated
that the Soviet Union would be active. To be more
explicit, Gork ichev has said that his Government will
not accept a limited role at an International Conference.

T This entire picture is very complicated. If the U. s.
rushes in and pressures Israel toward a settlement that
endangers Israel's security, U. S. interests will also be
endangered. We must not let a relative few rioting young
people stampede the U. S. into trouble. That is exactly
what those who inspired the riots desire.

This is a time when frank and close collaboration between
the U. S. and Israel is needed.

No President has been a better friend to Israel than Ronald
Reagan. You have your heart in the right place. You under-
stand the security needs of the U. S. better than any past
President. There is absolutely no question that the U. S.-
Israel alliance must be strengthened - not weakened.

Howard Baker and I are close friends. T am a very close
friend of Itzhak Shamir's. I probably can be of help. Please
feel free to call on me.

Sincerely,
Telephone: /7
Office: 1/800/228-0572 i
Res: 1/213/275-6131 ¢££;7

President Ronald Reagan bﬁdiaif
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D. C. 20500
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To Prime Minister Yitchak Shamir ,}(o ?ﬂ (LJQ

Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Mr. Shamir,
There is an old story of two Jews who passed each other in a Jewish ﬁgzaﬂbcrhnnd.
One came up to the other and said, "I'm sure I know you from somewhere!" The
second answered, "NHo, I don't think that we know each other." The first Jew
thought for a second, "I remember! It was at Mt. Sinai that we met, along with
all of the other Jews!" And the second answered, "You're right. Forgive me...
there was so much noise and so much going on, I must have been distracted...”

I write to you on very much the same terms. You may not know me wvery well, but

we met at Sinai. Being an American Jew, I may seem to you as if I came from

another planet. As a traditional Rabbi, I know that feeling. I sometimes

think that my own congregants regard me as living in a different world when I

talk with them about observing Shabbat and Kashrut, wearing tefillin, ete. But

we all know each other, because we met at Sinai. BAnd that's why I wanted to

write to you, because as Jews we have a common concern about what is happening .
in Israel today.

I never believed in some of the things that have been said by a few misguided
American Jews about Israel in recent years. I never believed in cutting ties
with other Jews just because we disagreed...even when we disagreed about gut
issues. I never believed in the line given by those who refused to contribute
to United Jewish Appeal, because I know that the money UJA spends provides
critical social services and has nothing to do with defense policies. I always
regarded that line as an excuse for people who didn't want to give to Israel

in the first place.

I certainly wouldn't believe in a lot of what the media has teo say about Israel.
Double Vision, Zev Chafets' book about the double standard which the media
applies to Israel, is just as true now as it was when it was written after the
Lebanon war. The major morning newspaper in Houston recently printed a cartoon
showing several Israeli soldiers with a pot of chicken soup, smiling as if on a

greeting card; the appended message was "Happy Holocaust." While I was in Israel
in early January, ABC Nightline showed South African Prime Minister Botha back
to back with Shimon Peres. We're used to seeing those kinds of sickening .

equivalences, comparing Israel with the worst the world has to offer.

Even better friends of Israel sometimes fall into that trap of the double standard.
Last Wednesday (January 27), A.M. Rosenthal, formerly of the New York Times,
printed an editorial in which he said some very smart things and some very stupid
ones. For instance, he said, "Israel cannot use quns to shoot demonstrators."
Mr. Rosenthal has obvicusly never had demonstrators coming straight at him with
rocks bigger than his head and Molotov cocktails. He seems to believe that those
soldiers wouldn't shoot because Israel can't afford that kind of self-defense.
Whe was it who said the only Jew is a dead Jew? Rabbi Yitz Greenberg once put

it another way. He said that "if Jews are 10% better than the rest of the world,
that's wvery good. If they are 20% better, that's incredible; and if they are 25%
better, they are probably dead."

I have read about the Israelis in the United States today representing the "Committee
of Victims against Terrorism." They and their families have a lot more right to
talk about Israeli morality than A. M. Rosenthal does.



Like you, Mr. Shamir, I never believed that Israel should talk with the murderers
and thugs in the PLO. Perhaps the PLO does represent the Palestinians. That in
itself is not convincing. Hitler, after all, was an elected leader of Germany.
For that matter, Meir Kahane is an elected member of Knesset. He obviously has
a constituency. WNevertheless, that doesn't mean that we should automatically
invite him to our synagogues and give him a forum for his bigoted views. I
wouldn't have much interest in the snide comments of the British undersecretary
who was so critical of Israel's behavior in the Gaza Strip a few weeks ago. I
did, however, get a good laugh from "Dry Bones", the Jerusalem Post cartoonist,
who suggested that it was the perfect time for turning Gaza back over to the
British. They obwviously did such a wonderful job managing it during the Mandate
period! The British could then vacation on the sunny coast of Gaza, and the
Palestinians could spend their free weekends in Ulster.

I also never believed that our problems were the fault of Likud, your party, the
party of Begin. After all, Peres in all of his years as leader of the Labor
Party, never raised his voice against the creation of Jewish settlements which
had nothing to do with security or land which was previously held by Jews (before
1948). And the policy currently being used to intimidate Palestinians is more
the policy of Defense Minister Rabin {(also of the Labor Party) than of anyone
else. You may not be as knowledgable as he is about American Jewry. I hope you
do know how hopeless any policy is that relies on brutality and is produced from
sheer frustration.

It is also obvious that most of the blame for the recent uprisings must fall on
the Arabs themselves. The recent meeting of Arab leaders in Amman produced no
interest and no statement about the needs of the Palestinians. The uprisings are
a product of the frustration of children, like the gangs who are stoning Jewish
homes in East Talpiot. While they also will not be stopped with brutality, it

is understandable that there is a great bitterness in Israel over the Arab
hostility. We have been through so many wars, and as it said in last week's
Torah Portion, "there was no house in which there were no dead.” B&nd some of

cur anger over our losses has been repressed for many a year, and it is beginning
to show.

Even if they weren't from your political party, I'm sure you would admit that

two of the great Zionists of our time were David Ben Gurion and Golda Meir. Ben
Gurion had an absolute devotion to the goals of Ziocnism, but he alsoc knew how to
be flexible and compromise when some of those goals could not immediately he .
achieved. When the United Nations offered us a Jewish State in the 1947 Partition
Plan, a state that was tenuous and tiny and fell far short of the geographical
goals which many of us wanted, and there was a great gquestion as to whether such

a state could survive for very long, Ben Gurion nevertheless immediately acceded
to the plan and then led us in defense of that new state. And for his willingness
to accept less than the ideal, he has the lasting gratitude of the entire Jewish
world. Golda has been in our thoughts a lot in these last couple of months. She
was the one who said after the Six Day War, "We can forgive the Arabs for killing
our children, but we can never forgive them for forcing our children to kill
them." Look what a prophet Golda turned out to be. She knew what could happen

to our boys, and to a state that constantly had to concentrate on killing its
enemies.

I assume that you are well acquainted with Scripture and probably know the passage
from chapter 7 of Ecclesiastes: "Sometimes a good man perishes in spite of his



goodness, and sometimes a wicked one endures in spite of his wickedness. So
don't overdo goodness and don't act the wise man to excess, or you may be
dumfounded. Don't overdo wickedness and don't be a fool, or you may die before
your time."

There's a lot of goodness in the State of Israel, and this is no time to forget
it. There are also wickedness and foolishness and illusions that must be
destroyed.

For years we'we had the illusion that Israel's current guarters provided security.
We'wve been told that Israel can't go back to the 1967 borders, which would put
Arabs within ten kilometers of Tel Awviv. Can the current situation be described
as security? We see homes in East Talpiot and Egged busses stoned by Arabs from
East Jerusalem. Do we see 100,000 workers staying home, and Israeli agri-business
talking about bringing in labor from Portugal, because Israel is so secure? We
have settlers liwving thirty or forty kilometers from Amman who are much more
secure than many Jerusalemites! HNo one in the army today, not even Rabin himself,
believes in the security argument any more.

Many have held up the illusion of morality about this occupation. "It is right
to heold on to the West Bank," they say. "This is Jewish land, it always was
Jewish land, and we have no right to abandon it."

I don't guestion that it is right to maintain certain settlements. We know that
there are many places that were Jewish owned and settled before 1948, and the
Arabs drove out the inhabitants. The children and grandchildren came back after
1967, and I see no compelling reason why any should be asked to leave.

But there is a difference between maintaining some areas as Jewish territory,

and maintaining the entire occupation. It's not moral to hold that you can just
provide autonomy to the Arab inhabitants, especially when you define autonomy

as the right to decide what color to paint the street signs, while Jews make
decisions about defense, taxes, land disposal, ete. It is not moral to think that
somehow you can make two million, going on three million Palestinians, loyal
Israelis.

This most recent round of beatings of Palestinians ought to make you wonder about
our morality. Here in Bmerica it makes all of us sad, and it makes the vast
majority of us a little nauseous.

You've said in the past that Diaspora Jews say these things because they're afraid
of the goyim. The only thing I'm afraid of, Mr. Shamir, is that you don't know
Diaspora Jewry.

It is not moral to think that the occupation can go on indefinitely without
bringing us down to the level of those who hate us. If we come down too far from
Sinai, Mr. Shamir, we won't know each other any more.

Recently Yossi Goell wrote in the Jewish Week that there is one lesson Israel can
learn from the history of the Palestinian Hational Movement. "It is precisely
because their leaders hawve insisted on getting 100% of their demands that the
Palestinians ended up with nothing." There again was the greatness of our
earlier Zionists; they knew their goals and were prepared to get them a little

at a time. "It would be tragic indeed if, through stupidity and capitulation

to extremists, Israel ended up by emulating its enemiesg.”




Mr. Shamir, Israel needs a change. Your own party, including Mayor Lahat of
Tel Aviv and five members of its central committee, are trying to tell you just
that.

Either hold elections in the West Bank and Gaza, and talk peace with whoever gets
elected, or decide unilaterally on appropriate borders for Israel and pull out
every Israeli soldier from beyond those borders. Then let the United Hations

and Jordan and the Palestinians themselves fight over what kind of government to
establish there.

I will be back in Israel within a few years. 1It's too hard to stay away for
too leng. I hope that by then you and Israel will have answered this message
and all of the messages from our people.

Sincerely yours,

> 0 s

bi Daniel Horwitz
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Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

During the week of February 11 - 18, 1988, the Board of Governors
of the Jewish Agency will be holding meetings in Jerusalem. At that
time the new President of the Council of Jewish Federations, Mandell L.
Berman, and the Executive Vice President, Carmi Schwartz, will be in
' Israel to attend.

On their behalf, I would like to reguest that a meeting be
arranged for you to meet with them for two purposes. One is to be
introduced to our new President, Mr. Berman. The other is to dis-
cuss the present relationship between the North American Jewish com-
manity and Israel.

I understand that your schedule is very demanding; conseguently,
we are prepared to be flexible in accommodating you as much as possible.
We have appreciated your availability to meet with the leadership of
the Council of Jewish Federations in the past, and we look forward to .
meeting with you in February.

In the next few days, one of the staff members from this office
will call to arrange for the specific time of the meeting.

Sincerely,
Stephen G. Donshik, D.S.W.

sGb/le
cc.to: Harry Hurwitz

11 Pinsker 5t.. Jerusalem, 92228 = 02-633614. 636860 = 92228 0w ,11 703D 'm
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Office of Prime Minister Hakirya T ARL
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Attn: Sachi Hanegbe, Head of Cabinet LARIRE. P Th

|
His Excellency The Prime Minister of Israel: O o UL SRR

The largest and grandest of all celebrations to be held in North America
commemorating the State of Israel's 40th Anniversary will be held in South

Florida. Shalom Fest '88, which will take place at Gulfstream Park in

Hallandale, Florida, will be held on Saturday night, March 12, 1988 and Sunday,

March 13, 1988, will highlight many of Israel's excellent products, services and
technologies which are exported to the U.5. and Canada. For the first time .
ever, an expected 100,000 people will personally experience products, services

and technologies which underscore the incredible progress the State of Israel

has made in its %0 years of existence.

Shalom Fest "88 will also feature Israeli singers, dancers, musicians and the
various diverse cultures that make up the people of Israel. Major American
institutions which service many of the State of Israel economies, philanthropies
and social needs will be there to distribute informational literature. Miss Israel
will reign as the queen of the festival.

The Vice President of the United 5tates, Mr. George Bush, is expected to be
with us for the grand occasion. We are hoping to have both yourself, Mr. Prime
Minister, and the Vice President of the U.5.A, view of fly-over of an American
and an Israeli plane, followed by an air show which will dramatically underscore
the special relationship between these two great countries.

The international media, which will cover the event, will help focus world
attention on the commitment of both the State of Israel and the United States
in preserving democratic ideals and their partnership in working for world
peace.

An event such as Shalom Fest can do much to portray Israel as a progressive,
peace-loving, commercially-oriented nation, which has made enormous
contributions to Western culture in all areas of human endeavors. How
desperately, in light of recent negative press, Israel needs to have the world see
it as it truly is: a sensitive nation concerned with the basic needs of its
survival. The unifying presence of the Prime Minister of Israel will help
underscore this theme.

City Centre, Suite 149, 1700 N. Dixie Highway, Boca Raton, Florida 33432
Falm Beach: 732-1799 Boca Raton: 394-5649
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Dear Prime Minister Shamir:

2 leadership group of the American Jewish Congress will wisit Israel on a

fact-finding mission to the Middle East,

The group will be led by our

president, Mr, Theodore Mann, and our Executive Director, Mr, Henry Siegman,

The group will arrive in Israel from Egypt and Jordan on Friday, January 22
and will remain through Monday, January 25 for a series of meetings. They
have especially asked to meet with you to hear your assessment of the current
situation as well as to exchange views on those issues of such wvital concern
to all of us,

Sincerely,

-

David Clayman
Israel Director
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1245 Park Ave. 14F

U.S.A.

Mr. Morris B. Abram, Chairman
Conference of Presidents of Major

American Jewish Organizations
515 Park Ave.

New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Mr. Abram,

Congratulations to you on account of your letter to the editor of the lfi{aw York Times (January
3) exposing the relentless and long-standing pro-Arab bias in the columns of Times reporter

New York,N.Y. 10128

January 4, 1988
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Anthony Lewis. Lewis's partisanship and distortions of the Arah-Israel conflict have been

monstrous and long in need of a public exposure and rebuke such as contained in your letter,

By a marvelous convergence, your letter appears alongside one by David ]. Sadd, Exwecutive
Director of the National Assn of Arab Americans which plainly indicates that the Arabs do

not even n ow accept the 1947 UN partition plan of the Holy Land.

is too gives the lie to Anthony Lewis and his pro-Arafat, pro-Arab friends that the Arabs
are ready to settle for reasonable comp¥mises with Israel . Sadd's letter also indicates that

any so-called "lands for peace" s8ttlement , today, would but be a transitory step on the
Arab way to the elimination of Israel as a nation.

cc: distribution /

Yours truly,

Milton Gaman
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1245 Park Ave. 4F

\ ' New York, N.Y. 10128
U.S. A,

January 2, 1988

Ms. Ruth Popkin, President
Hadassah Magazine

50 W, 58th St.

New York, N.Y. 10019

Dear Ms. Popkin,

The other day a pro-P. L. O. rally was held outside the Israeli embassy in Washington .
Aside from anti- Zionist and anti-Israel sloganeering, its major theme was a call for the
international peace conference proposed by the Soviet Union and King Hussein. Shimon
Peres, we know, has accepted the notion of such a conference but with the proviso that
neither Arafat nor any known P, LO, attend the conference as participants.

Neither Peres nor Shamir will be convinced to sit down with the terrorist Arafat or with
the P, L. O for the good reason that neitker Arafat or the P.L.O . recognizes Israel's
right to exist let alone its very existence.

Your Jesse Zel -Lurie as book reviewer in your January 1988 issue appears to suggest that
what is called for to settle the differences between the Israeli and the Palestinians is a
"high level mecting with Arafat. "

Maybe Lurie knows somethlng about Arafat known to neithe r Peres or Shamir nor to the

rest of us who do not believe that Israel's legitimacy needs to be reaffirmed in an inter-
national peace conference.

Yourg truly,/

wal

Milton Gaman

cec: distribution L/




