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Address by Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
On the Occasion of the Signing of the

Israeli - Palestinian
Declaration of Principles

Washington, September 13, 1993

President of the United States,
Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

This  signing of the Israeli-Palestinian  Declaration of  Principles, here
today, is not so easy - neither for myself, as a soldier in Israel's
wars, nor for the people of Israel and the Jewish people in the
Diaspora, who are watching us now with great hope, mixed with
apprehension. It is certainly not easy for the families of the victims
of terrorism and war, whose pain will never heal. For the many thousands
who have defended our lives with their own, and have even sacrificed
their lives for our own -- this ceremony has come too late.

Today, on the eve of an opportunity for peace - and perhaps an end to
violence

and war - we remember each and every one

of them with everlasting love.

We have come from Jerusalem, the ancient and eternal capital of the
Jewish people. We have come from an anguished and grieving land. We have
come from a people, a home, a family, that has known not a single year -
not a single month - in which mothers have

not wept for their sons. We have come to

try and put an end to hostilities, so that

our children and our children's children will

no longer experience the painful cost of war,

violence and terror.

We have come to  secure their lives, and to ease the sorrow and the
painful memories of the past - to hope and pray for peace.

Jerusalem, [srael
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Let me say to you, the Palestinians:

We are destined to live together,

on the same soil in the same land.

We, the soldiers who have returned

from battle stained with blood, we who

have seen our relatives and friends

killed before our eyes, we who have

attended their funerals and cannot look

into the eyes of parents and orphans,

we who have come from a land where

parents hury their children, we who have

fought against you, the Palestinians -

We say to you today in a loud and clear

voice: Enough of blood and tears. Enough.

We harbor no hatred towards you, We have no desire for revenge. We, like
you, are people who want to build a home, plant a tree, love, live side
by side with you - in dignity, in empathy, as human beings, as free men.
We are today giving peace a chance and saying to you: Enough. Let's pray
that a day will come when we all will say: Farewell to arms.

We wish to open a new chapter in the sad book of our lives together - a
chapter  of  mutual  recognition, of good  neighborliness, of  mutual
respect, of understanding. We hope to embark on a new era in the history
of the Middle East,

Today, here in Washington, at the White House, we will begin a new
reckoning in relations between peoples, between parents tired of  war,
between children who will not know war,

President of the United States, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Our inner strength, our high moral values, have been derived for

thousands of years from the Boock of Books, in one of which,
Ecclesiastes, we read;

Jerusalem, Israel
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To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the
heaven:

A time to be born, and a time to die;
A time to kill, and a time to heal;

A time to weep and a time to laugh;
A time to love, and a time to hate;

A time of war, and a time of peace."

Ladies and Gentlemen, the time for peace has come.

In two days, the Jewish people will celebrate the beginning of a new
year. | believe, 1 hope, 1 pray, that the New Year will bring a message
of redemption for all peoples: a good wear for you, for all of you. A
good year for Israelis and Palestinians. A good year for all the peoples
of the Middle East, for our American friends, who so want peace and are
helping to  achieve it, for the Presidents and members of previous
administrations, for  President Clinton and his  staff, for all citizens
of the world: may peace come to all your homes.

In the Jewish tradition, it is customary to conclude our prayers with
"Amen". With your permission, men of peace, | shall conclude with words
taken from the prayer vrecited by Jews daily, and 1 ask the entire
audience to join me in saying "Amen":

"May He who causes peace in the Heavens
Grant peace to us and to all Israel”

JPN MM SNAYY 22 Dy 1TY DY NV NIN 1R DDW Ny
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Address by Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
On the Occasion of the Signing of the

Israeli - Palestinian
Declaration of Principles

Washington, September 13, 1993

President of the United States,
Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

This  signing of the Israeli-Palestinian  Declaration of  Principles, here
today, is mnot so easy - neither for myself, as a soldier in Israel's
wars, nor for the opeople of Israel and the Jewish people in the
Diaspora, who are watching us now with great hope, mixed with
apprehension. It is certainly not easy for the families of the victims
of terrorism and war, whose pain will never heal. For the many thousands
who have defended our lives with their own, and have even sacrificed
their lives for our own -- this ceremony has come too late.

Today, on the eve of an opportunity for peace - and perhaps an end to
violence

and war - we remember each and every one

of them with everlasting love.

We have come from Jerusalem, the ancient and eternal capital of the
Jewish people. We have come from an anguished and grieving land. We have
come from a people, a home, a family, that has known not a single year -
not a single month - in which mothers have

not wept for their sons. We have come to

try and put an end to hostilities, so that

our children and our children's children will

no longer experience the painful cost of war,

violence and terror.

We have come o secure their lives, and to ease the sorrow and the
painful memories of the past - to hope and pray for peace.
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Let me say to you, the Palestinians:

We are destined to live together,

on the same soil in the same land.

We, the soldiers who have returned

from battle stained with blood, we who

have seen our relatives and friends

killed before our eyes, we who have

attended their funerals and cannot look

into the eyes of parents and orphans,

we who have come from a land where

parents bury their children, we who have

fought against you, the Palestinians -

We say to you today in a loud and clear

voice: Enough of blood and tears. Enough.

We harbor no hatred towards you. We have no desire for revenge. We, like
you, are people who want to build a home, plant a tree, love, live side
by side with you - in dignity, in empathy, as human beings, as free men.
We are today giving peace a chance and saying to you: Enough. Let's pray
that a day will come when we all will say: Farewell to arms.

We wish to open a new chapter in the sad book of our lives together - a
chapter ~ of  mutual recognition, of good neighborliness, of  mutual
respect, of understanding. We hope to embark on a new era in the history
of the Middle East.

Today, here in Washington, at the White House, we will begin a new
reckoning in  relations between peoples, between parents tired of  war,
between children who will not know war,

President of the United States, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our  inner  strength, our  high moral wvalues, have been derived for
thousands of vyears from the Book of Books, in one of which,
Ecclesiastes, we read:
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To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the
heaven:

A time to be born, and a time to die;
A time to kill, and a time to heal,
A time to weep and a time to laugh;
A time to love, and a time to hate;

A time of war, and a time of peace.”

Ladies and Gentlemen, the time for peace has come.

In two days, the Jewish people will celebrate the beginning of a new
year. | believe, 1 hope, | pray, that the New Year will bring a message
of redemption for all peoples: a good year for you, for all of you. A
good year for [Israelis and Palestinians, A good year for all the peoples
of the Middle East, for our American friends, who g0 want peace and are
helping to achieve it, for the Presidents and members of previous
administrations, for  President Clinton and his staff, for all citizens
of the world: may peace come to all your homes.

In the Jewish tradition, it is customary to conclude our prayers with
"Amen". With your permission, men of peace, [ shall conclude with words
taken from the prayer recited by Jews daily, and | ask the entire
audience to join me in saying "Amen":

"May He who causes peace in the Heavens
Grant peace to us and to all Israel”

JRN MR SN D2 5 ety DY Dy jon 1mna oy nwy

Jerusalem, Israel



Hownn WK
Prime Minister

Address by Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
On the Occasion of the Signing of the

Israeli - Palestinian
Declaration of Principles

Washington, September 13, 1993

President of the United States,
Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

This signing of the Israeli-Palestinian  Declaration of  Principles, here
today, is not so easy - neither for myself, as a soldier in Israel's
wars, mnor for the people of Israel and the Jewish people in the
Diaspora, who are watching wus now with great hope, mixed with
apprehension. It is certainly not easy for the families of the victims
of terrorism and war, whose pain will never heal. For the many thousands
who have defended our lives with their own, and have even sacrificed
their lives for our own — this ceremony has come too late.

Today, on the eve of an opportunity for peace - and perhaps an end to
violence

and war - we remember each and every one

of them with everlasting love.

We have come from Jerusalem, the ancient and eternal capital of the
Jewish people. We have come from an anguished and grieving land. We have
come from a people, a home, a family, that has known not a single year -
not a single month - in which mothers have

not wept for their sons. We have come to

try and put an end to hostilities, so that

our children and our children's children will

no longer experience the painful cost of war,

violence and terror.

We have come to secure their lives, and to ease the sorrow and the
painful memories of the past - to hope and pray for peace.
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Let me say to you, the Palestinians:

We are destined to live together,

on the same soil in the same land.

We, the soldiers who have returned

from battle stained with blood, we who

have seen our relatives and friends

killed before our eyes, we who have

attended their funerals and cannot look

into the eyes of parents and orphans,

we who have come from a land where

parents bury their children, we who have

fought against you, the Palestinians -

We say to you today in a loud and clear

voice: Enough of blood and tears. Enough.

We harbor no hatred towards you. We have no desire for revenge. We, like
you, are people who want to build a home, plant a tree, love, live side
by side with you - in dignity, in empathy, as human beings, as free men.
We are today giving peace a chance and saying to you: Enough. Let's pray
that a day will come when we all will say: Farewell to arms.

We wish to open a new chapter in the sad book of our lives together - a
chapter of  mutsal  recognition, of good  neighborliness, of  mutual
respect, of understanding. We hope to embark on a new era in the history
of the Middle East.

Today, here in Washington, at the White House, we will begin a new
reckoning in  relations between peoples, between parents tired of war,
between children who will not know war.

President of the United States, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Our inner strength, our high moral values, have been derived for

thousands of vyears from the Book of Books, in one of which,
Ecclesiastes, we read:

Jerusalem, Israel



q5wnnn wKA
Prime Minister

To every thing there is a season, and a ftime to every purpose under the
heaven:

A time to be born, and a time to die;
A time to kill, and a time to heal;
A time to weep and a time to laugh;
A time to love, and a time to hate;

A time of war, and a time of peace."

Ladies and Gentlemen, the time for peace has come.

In two days, the Jewish people will celebrate the beginning of a new
year. 1 believe, 1 hope, I pray, that the New Year will bring a message
of redemption for all peoples: a good year for you, for all of you. A
good year for Israelis and Palestinians. A good year for all the peoples
of the Middle East, for our American friends, who so want peace and are
helping to achieve it, for the Presidents and members of previous
administrations, for  President Clinton and his staff, for all citizens
of the world: may peace come to all your homes.

In the Jewish tradition, it is customary to conclude our prayers with
"Amen". With your permission, men of peace, [ shall conclude with words
taken from the prayer recited by Jews daily, and T ask the entire
audience to join me in saying "Amen":

"May He who causes peace in the Heavens
Grant peace to us and to all Israel”
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September 9, 1993

Mr. Prime Minister,

The signing of the Declaration of Principles marks a new era
in the history of the Middle East. In firm conviction thereof,
I would like to confirm the following PLO commitments:

The PLO recognizes the right of the State of Israel to exist
in peace and security.

The PLO accepts United Nations Security Council Resoclutions
242 and 338.

The PLO commits itself to the Middle East peace process, and
to a peaceful resolution of the conflict between the two sides
and declares that all outstanding issues relating to permanent
status will be resolved through negotiations.

The PLO considers that the signing of the Declaration of
Principles constitutes a historic event, inaugurating a new
epoch of peaceful coexistence, free from violence and all
other acts which endanger peace and stability. Accordingly,
the PLO renounces the use of terrorism and other acts of
violence and will assume responsibility over all PLO elements
and personnel in order to assure their compliance, prevent
violations and discipline violators.

In view of the promise of a new era and the signing of the
Declaration of Principles and based on Palestinian acceptance
of Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, the PLO affirms
that those articles of the Palestinian Covenant which deny
Israel's right to exist, and the provisions of the Covenant
which are inconsistent with the commitments of this letter are
now inoperative and no longer valid. Consequently, the PLO
undertakes to submit to the Palestinian National Council for
formal approval the necessary changes in regard to the

Palestinian Covenant.
g
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Sincerely,

Yitzhak Rabin
Prime Minister of Israel



i September 9, 1993

Dear Minister Holst,

I would like to confirm to you that, upon the signing of the
Declaration of Principles, I will include the following
positions in my public statements:

In 1light of the new era marked by the signing of the
Declaration of Principles, the PLO encourages and calls upon
the Palestinian people in the West Bank and Gaza S5trip to take
part in the steps leading to the normalization of life,
rejecting violence and terrorism, contributing to peace and
stability and participating actively in shaping
reconstruction, economic development and cooperation.

Sincerely,

The Palesti

His Excellency
Johan J¢grgen Holst
Foreign Minister Of Norway



September 9, 1993

Mr. Chairman,

In response to your letter of September 9, 1993, I wish to
confirm to you that, in light of the PLO commitments included
in your letter, the Government of Israel has decided to
recognize the PLO as the representative of the Palestinian
people and commence negotiations with the PLO within the
Middle East peace process.

Sincerely,

Y:{ ; @m..[»-\'k

zhak Rabin
Prime Minister of Israel

)0 .44

Yasser Arafat
Chairman
The Palestinian Liberation Organization



September 9, 1993

Mr. Prime Minister,

The signing of the Declaration of Principles marks a new era
in the history of the Middle East. In firm conviction thereof,
I would like to confirm the following PLO commitments:

The PLO recognizes the right of the State of Israel to exist
in peace and security.

The PLO accepts United Nations Security Council Resolutions
242 and 338.

The PLO commits itself to the Middle East peace process, and
to a peaceful resolution of the conflict between the two sides
and declares that all outstanding issues relating to permanent
status will be resolved through negotiations.

The PLO considers that the signing of the Declaration of
Principles constitutes a historic event, inaugurating a new
epoch of peaceful coexistence, free from violence and all
other acts which endanger peace and stability. Accordingly,
the PLO renounces the use of terrorism and other acts of
violence and will assume responsibility over all PLO elements
and personnel in order to assure their compliance, prevent
violations and discipline violators.

In view of the promise of a new era and the signing of the
Declaration of Principles and based on Palestinian acceptance
of Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, the PLO affirms
that those articles of the Palestinian Covenant which deny
Israel's right to exist, and the provisions of the Covenant
which are inconsistent with the commitments of this letter are
now inoperative and no longer valid. Consequently, the PLO
undertakes to submit to the Palestinian National Council for
formal approval the necessary changes in regard to the
Palestinian Covenant.

Sincerely,

¥Yitzhak Rabin
Frime Minister of Israel



o September 9, 1993

Dear Minister Holst,

I would like to confirm to you that, upon the signing of the
Declaration of Principles, I will include the following
positions in my public statements:

In 1light of the new era marked by the signing of the
Declaration of Principles, the PLO encourages and calls upon
the Palestinian people in the West Bank and Gaza Strip to take
part in the steps leading to the normalization of lifa,
rejecting violence and terrorism, contributing to peace and
stability and participating actively in shaping
reconstruction, economic development and cooperation.

Sincerely,

The Palesti

His Excellency
Johan Jg¢grgen Holst
Foreign Minister Of Norway



September 9, 1993

¥ Mr. Chairman,

In response to your letter of September 9, 1993, I wish to
confirm to you that, in light of the PLO commitments included
in your letter, the Government of Israel has decided to
recognize the PLO as the representative of the Palestinian
people and commence negotiations with the PLO within the
Middle East peace process.

Sincerely,

sk

zhak Rabin
Prime Minister of Israel

10 .44

Yasser Arafat
Chairman

The Palestinian Liberation Organization



September 9, 1993

Mr. Prime Minister,

The signing of the Declaration of Principles marks a new era
in the history of the Middle East. In firm conviction thereof,
I would like to confirm the following PLO commitments:

The PLO recognizes the right of the State of Israel to exist
in peace and security.

The PLO accepts United Nations Security Council Resolutions
242 and 338.

The PLO commits itself to the Middle East peace process, and
to a peaceful resolution of the conflict between the two sides
and declares that all outstanding issues relating to permanent
status will be resclved through negotiations.

The PLO considers that the signing of the Declaration of
Principles constitutes a historic event, inaugurating a new
epoch of peaceful coexistence, free from vioclence and all
other acts which endanger peace and stability. Accordingly,
the PLO renounces the use of terrorism and other acts of
violence and will assume responsibility over all PLO elements
and personnel in order to assure their compliance, prevent
viclations and discipline violators.

In view of the promise of a new era and the signing of the
Declaration of Principles and based on Palestinian acceptance
of Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, the PLO affirms
that those articles of the Palestinian Covenant which deny
Israel's right to exist, and the provisions of the Covenant
which are inconsistent with the commitments of this letter are
now inoperative and no longer valid. Consequently, the PLO
undertakes to submit to the Palestinian National Council for
formal approval the necessary changes in regard to the
Palestinian Covenant.

Sincerely,

Driganization
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Yitzhak Rabin
Prime Minister of Israel



o September 9, 1993

Dear Minister Holst,

I would like to confirm to you that, upon the signing of the
Declaration of Principles, I will include the following
positions in my public statements:

In 1light of the new era marked by the signing of the
Declaration of Principles, the PLO encourages and calls upon
the Palestinian people in the West Bank and Gaza Strip to take
part in the steps leading to the normalization of life,
rejecting violence and terrorism, contributing to peace and
stability and participating actively in shaping
reconstruction, economic development and cooperation.

Sincerely,

The Palesti

His Excellency
Johan Jgrgen Holst
Foreign Minister Of Norway



September 9, 1993

Mr. Chairman,

In response to your letter of September 9, 1993, I wish to
confirm to you that, in light of the PLO commitments included
in your letter, the Government of Israel has decided to
recognize the PLO as the representative of the Palestinian
people and commence negotiations with the PLO within the
Middle East peace process.

Sincerely,

Y_\{‘ @m,[h'iw

zhalk Rabin
Prime Minister of Istael
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Yasser Arafat
Chairman
The Palestinian Liberation Organization
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September 9, 1993

Mr. Prime Minister,

The signing of the Declaration of Principles marks a new era
in the history of the Middle East. In firm conviction thereot,
I would like to confirm the following PLO commitments:

The PLO recognizes the right of the State of Israel to exist
in peace and security.

The PLO accepts United Nations Security Council Resolutions
242 and 338.

The PLO commits itself to the Middle East peace process, and
to a peaceful resolution of the conflict between the two sides
and declares that all outstanding issues relating to permanent
status will be resolved through negotiations.

The PLO considers that the signing of the Declaration of
Principles constitutes a historic event, inaugurating a new
epoch of peaceful coexistence, free from vioclence and all
other acts which endanger peace and stability. Accordingly,
the PLO renounces the use of terrorism and other acts of
violence and will assume responsibility over all PLO elements
and personnel in order to assure their compliance, prevent
violations and discipline violators.

In view of the promise of a new era and the signing of the
Declaration of Principles and based on Palestinian acceptance
of Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, the PLO affirms
that those articles of the Palestinian Covenant which deny
Israel's right to exist, and the provisions of the Covenant
which are inconsistent with the commitments of this letter are
now inoperative and no longer valid. Consegquently, the PLO
undertakes to submit to the Palestinian National Council for
formal approval the necessary changes in regard to the
Palestinian Covenant.

Sincerely,
g

Yitzhak Rabin
Prime Minister of Israel



o September 9, 1993

Dear Minister Holst,

I would like to confirm to you that, upon the signing of the
Declaration of Principles, I will include the following
positions in my public statements:

In 1light of the new era marked by the signing of the
Declaration of Principles, the PLO encourages and calls upon
the Palestinian people in the West Bank and Gaza Strip to take
part in the steps leading to the normalization of life,
rejecting violence and terrorism, contributing to peace and
stability and participating actively in shaping
reconstruction, economic development and cooperation.

Sincerely,

The Palesti

His Excellency
Johan Jgrgen Holst
Foreign Minister Of Norway



September 9, 1993

Mr. Chairman,

In response to your letter of September 9, 1993, I wish to
confirm to you that, in light of the PLO commitments included
in your letter, the Government of Israel has decided to
recognize the PLO as the representative of the Palestinian
people and commence negotiations with the PLO within the
Middle East peace process.

Sincerely,

Yi\{, @@[ﬁ‘k

zhak ERabin
Prime Minister of Israel
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Yasser Arafat
Chairman
The Palestinian Liberation Organization
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Prime Minister

June 12, 1994
4QPMB00

Dear Mr. Chairman,

Thank you for your letters dated May 30, June 6 and June
10, 1994, which I received through the good offices of Mr.
Jamil Tarifi.

I would like to stress my satisfaction on reading your
very firm and absolute commitment to the Declaration of
Principles and to the Cairo Agreement of May 4. We also share
the same commitment, and we will do our best to assist in
implementing our agreement.

Mr. Chairman, [ agree with your statement that obstacles
still remain on the road ahead of us. I have said in the past
that our negotiations, because of their complexity, will have
their ups and downs. My hope is that together with people of
good will we will be able to overcome the hurdles and achieve
co-existence between our two peoples.

However, Mr. Chairman, in my view it is essential to
stick to the letter and to the spirit of our agreements, and
not to ftry to undermine them by biased interpretations or by
creating one-sided fait-accomplis. On our side, we shall honor
all our commitments as expressed in the Declaration of
Principles including those concerning Jerusalem. For, as you
so rightly say, any changes in such commitments will affect
our credibility and hinder our ability to convince our people
of our good intentions.

Mr. Yasser Arafat

Chairman

The Palestinian Liberation Organization
Tunis

Jerusalem, Israel



Mr.  Chairman, you have asked for our financial
assistance. We are actually checking ways and means to ease
the burden that falls on your shoulders. As you know, we have
paid 40 million shekels ($13.3 million) for the electricity
bill of the Gaza Strip, and used revenue accrued from indirect
taxation and customs for that purpose. I can assure you that
we will be faithful to our commitments as formulated in the
Cairo Agreement of May 4. We shall inform you as soon as
possible of our intentions concerning the point you raised.

As for your request for increasing the number of
policemen from abroad to 9,000 instead of the agreed upon
7,000, even if I understand your need, my position is that we
shall have to wait and see. Until now, because of various
difficulties, barely 4,000 have arrived. Let us first see the
installation of the 7,000 agreed upon, and follow their
integration in your police force before deciding on any
further increase.

Concerning the issues of Early Empowerment 1 suggest a
meeting be held at the earliest opportunity between your
representative and ours in order to decide on the modalities,
topics and other related issues, including the Joint economic
committee which was decided upon in the Paris Agreement.

Finally, in your last letter dated June 10, you raise the
issue of Hebron. I thank you for your remarks and I promise to
look into it in order to seek ways to ease the situation. You
certainly must have heard the latest developments “on this
subject. We will continue to consider further steps pending
the improvement of the security situation on the ground.

Mr. Chairman, as you know, we have embarked on an arduous
and  thorny road. Only if we cooperate truly and
whole-heartedly will we be able to fulfill our promises of

peace to our peoples.

[n the meantime, let me wish you health and good luck in
all your endeavors.

Sincerely,

. Rabi,

Yitzhak Rabin



