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ABC "NIGHTLINE'" INTERVIEW WITH: DAN MERIDOR, ISRAELI MINISTER OF
JUSTICE SEYMOUR REICH, CHAIRMAN, CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR
AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS/ ROY ATHERTON, FORMER US AMBASSADOR TO
EGYPT THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1990

CHRIS WALLACE: JOINING US IN NEW YORK IS SEYMOUR REICH,

CHAIRMAN OF THE CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH
ORGANIZATIONS. REICH RETURNED FROM ISRAEL JUST THIS WEEK WHERE HE
MET WITH PRIME MINISTER YITZHAK SHAMIR AND DISCUSSED THE TEMPLE
MOUNT INCIDENT.

AND HERE IN OUR BUREAU IN WASHINGTOM, WE ARE JOINED BY ROY
ATHERTON, FORMER US AMBASSADOR TO EGYPT.

MRE. REICH, YOU AND OTHER TOP JEWISH LEADERS MET WITH THE US
AMEASSADOR TO THE UNITED NATIONS, THOMAS PICKERING, TODAY. AND FROM
ALL ACCOUNTS, YOU LET HIM HAVE IT. IS THAT OVERSTATING IT?

MR. REICH: NO, IT'S NOT. WE HAVE GREAT RESPECT FOR AMBASSADOR
PICKERING, BUT THE LEADERS OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY WHO WERE PRESENT
IN OVERWHELMING NUMEERS WERE VERY ANGRY AT WHAT THEY PERCEIVED TO BE
THE ONE-SIDED RESOLUTION THAT THE UNITED STATES SUPPORTED AT THE
UNITED NATIONS. WHAT WE SHARED WITH THE AMBASSADOR WAS THE

(AUDIO BREAK)

JUDGING OF THE TEMPLE MOUNT INCIDENT WITHOUT WAITING FOR THE INQUIRY
THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL HAS TO MAKE.

MR. WALLACE: WELL, LET'S JUST TALK SOME PRACTICAL POLITICS.
OBVIOUSLY, AS YOU WELL KNOW, THE US IS TRYING TC BUILD ITS COALITION
WITH MODERATE ARAE NATIONS IN THE PERSIAN GULF AGAINST IRAQ. THERE
WAS OUTRAGE IN THE ARAB WORLD AGAINST THE SHOOTING ON TEMPLE MOUNT.
WASN'T THIS UN RESOLUTION, WHICH WAS WATERED DOWN FROM THE PLO
VERSION CONSIDERABLY -- WASN'T THAT THE VERY LEAST THE US COULD
SUPPORT AND KEEFP THAT IMPORTANT ARAB COALITION IN THE GULF?

MR. REICH: I THINK WE'RE OVERTOUTING THAT COALITION AND THE
CONCERN THAT WHAT THE UNITED STATES MAY DO WITH RESPECT TO
PRINCIPLES AND ITS ALLIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST, AND ISRAEL IN
PARTICULAR, WILL BE BROKEN. NOW, I DON'T ANTICIPATE THAT THE SAUDIS
ARE GOING TO ASK THE AMERICAN TROOPS TO LEAVE. THE EMIR OF KUWAIT
IS NOT GOING TO STOP ASKING FOR THE RETURN OF HIS THRONE. EGYPT'S
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NOT GOING TO TURN ITS BACK ON THE UNITED STATES. AND THE KUWAITIS
ARE NOT GOING TO ASK THE UNITED STATES FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE.

SO WHILE IT'S IMPORTANT FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, FOR THE
GOVERNMENT AND THE PRESIDENT, TO CONTINUE THE LEAD, TO GET IRAQ OUT
OF KUWAIT AND TO STOP THIS AGGRESSION, I THINK WE HAVE TO PUT SOME
PERSPECTIVE TO THIS AND UNDERSTAND THAT WHAT OCCURRED IN ISRAEL, IN
JERUSALEM, IS A SITUATION THAT MAY OCCUR AGAIN -- HOPEFULLY NEVER
WITH THE SAME LOSS OF LIFE, BUT THE PALESTINIANS WILL ATTEMPT TO
PROVOKE OR ATTEMPT TO CREATE INCIDENTS IN ORDER TO DIVERT ATTENTION
FROM THE GULF.

MR. WALLACE: AMBASSADOR ATHERTON, WHAT ABOUT THAT? IS THE US

TOO CONCERNED ABOUT THIS COALITION WITH THE ARABS, AND IS IT TURNING
ITS BACK ON A LONG-TIME ALLY?

MR. ATHERTON: OH, I DON'T THINK WE'RE TURNING OUR BACK ON A
LONG-TIME ALLY. WE'VE HAD A VERY LONG AND STEADY RELATIONSHIP WITH
ISRAEL. IT'S HAD ITS UPS AND DOWNS, AND THIS IS ONE OF THE DOWNS,
BUT IF YOU LOOK AT IT IN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE, IT'S NOT THE FIRST
TIME WE'VE GONE THROUGH THIS KIND OF A ROUGH PATCH IN THE US-ISRAELI
RELATIONSHIP.

I THINK THE COALITION IS SO IMPORTANT -- AND IT ISN'T JUST A
COALITION WITH ARABS. THIS IS THE -- THE WORLD COMMUNITY, THE

UNITED NATIONS STANDING TOGETHER AGAINST THE AGGRESSION IN THE -- IN
THE GULF, AND I THINK IT'S TERRIBLY IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THAT
WE ARE IN A SITUATION WHICH -- WE -- WE'RE IN A WAR-AND-PEACE
SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST TODAY, AND IT'S TERRIBLY IMPORTANT TO
NOT GET DIVERTED FROM THAT.

IT'S VERY UNFORTUNATE THAT THE INCIDENTS HAPPENED IN JERUSALEM
WHICH LED TO THIS DIFFERENCE BETWEEN OURSELVES AND THE ISRAELIS,
BECAUSE IT IS DIVERTING ATTENTION AWAY FROM THE MAIN ISSUE AND
TO WHAT MAY BE PUT BEHIND US.

MR. WALLACE: YOU SAY DIVERTING ATTENTION. IS THAT A VERY
POLITE WAY OF SAYING THAT ISRAEL IS MAKING THINGS MORE DIFFICULT FOR
THE US THAN IT NEEDS TO?

MR. ATHERTON: I THINK IT IS TRUE. I THINK THAT THE ISRAELI

REEACTION IN THIS CASE HAS BEEN SOMETHING OF OVERREACTION. I ALSO
UNDERSTAND WHY. THERE IS NO MORE SENSITIVE ISSUE IN ISRAEL THAN
SOMETHING THAT TOUCHES UPON ISRAEL'S POSITION ON JERUSALEM, BUT HERE
WE HAVE A FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCE. THE UNITED STATES AND THE WORLD
COMMUNITY HAVE ALWAYS DIFFERED WITH THE ISRAELI POSITION THAT
JERUSALEM IS PART OF THE SOVEREIGN STATE OF ISRAEL.

IT IS TREATED IN THE RESOLUTION THAT WAS RECENTLY PASSED AS
OCCUPIED TERRITORY, EAST JERUSALEM, UNDER THE -- UNDER THE GENEVA
CONVENTIONS, AND THAT -- THERE'S BEEN OPPOSITION EVER SINCE THE 1967
WAR -- AND THE POSITION OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY.

WE'VE ALWAYS HAD A DIFFERENCE ON THIS, AND I THINK IT'S ONE

THAT WE'RE NOT GOING TO SOLVE AT THE PRESENT TIME. AND THE --

THE MORE IT IS BUILT UP AND BECOMES THE CENTER OF ATTENTION, THE
MORE IT'S GOING TO STRAIN THE RELATIONSHIP, WHICH WOULD REALLY MAKE
IT MORE DIFFICULT TO KEEP THE FOCUS ON THE MAIN ISSUE, WHICH IS
WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE GULF.

MR. REICH: CHRIS, I -- CHRIS, I --
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ME. WALLACE: WHAT -- WHAT ABOUT THAT? I MEAN, LET ME ASK YQU
SPECIFICALLY, IS ISRAEL, BY ITS REACTION TO THE UN RESOLUTION, IS IT
TAKING A BAD SITUATION AND MAKING IT WORSE?

ME. REICH: NO, IT IS A DIFFICULT SITUATION, AND I THINK THE
ISRAELIS WILL BE ABLE TO ADDRESS IT. THEY'VE APPOINTED AN
INDEPENDENT INQUIRY, A VERY RESPECTABLE GROUP OF PEOPLE, WHO ARE
CURRENTLY MAKING AN INVESTIGATION. THAT INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE
COMPLETED WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. I THINK WE OUGHT TO HAVE A
LITTLE PATIENCE, WAIT FOR THAT REPORT TO COME OUT. I THINK IT WILL
BE A BALANCED REPORT; IT WILL SET FORTH THE FACTS, AS THEY OCCURRED.

AND WHAT WAS MISSING FROM UN RESOLUTION WAS A CONDEMNATION OF

THE ATTACK BY THE PALESTINIANS ON WORSHIPPERS AT THE WESTERN WALL,
THE HOLIEST SIDE IN JUDAISM, AT THE HOLIDAY OF SUCCOTH. THERE WERE
OVER 10,000 WORSHIPPERS AT THE WALL WHEN THESE STONES CAME
THUNDERING DOWN TO TRY TO HIT THOSE WORSHIPPERS.

I WANT YOU TO KNOW, AND YOU INDICATED A MOMENT AGO I WAS IN

ISRAEL JUST THIS PAST WEEK, MONDAY AND TUESDAY. I WENT TO THE WALL;
THERE WERE STILL SOME OF THOSE ROCKS THERE, AND I BROUGHT ONE BACK
WITH ME. THESE AREN'T PEBBLES; IMAGINE THESE THINGS COMING DOWN —--

MR. WALLACE: WELL, WITH ALL DUE RESPFECT, MR. REICH, I
DON'T -- I MEAN, WE CAN'T HAVE ANY SPEECHES HERE, AND WITH --

MR. REICH: NHO, I --

MR. WALLACE: -- ALL DUE RESPECT, YOU KNOW THE FACT IS5 21
PALESTINIANS ARE DEAD. THERE WERE NOTHING LIKE THAT SAME NUMBER OF
INJURIES TO JEWS.

ME. REICH: NO, THE SCORE WAS NOT VERY GOOD, BUT --
MR. WALLACE: WELL, IT'S NOT A MATTER OF A SCORE.

MR. REICH: WELL, BUT THE -- THAT'S WHAT WE'RE LOOKING AT.

WHAT WE'RE NEGLECTING TO REFLECT UPON IS THE ATTACK ON THE JEWISH
WORSHIPPERS. NOW, IT MAY BE THAT THE POLICE WERE NOT PREFARED FOR
IT; THEY WERE UNDERSTAFFED, AND YOU MIGHT ANTICIPATE WHAT WOULD
HAPPEN WHEN YOU'VE GOT 45 POLICE, SURROUNDED BY 3,000 PALESTINIANS,
WITH A CALL OVER THE MUZINE (SP), OVER THE MUSLIM SOUND SPEAKER,
URGING THEM ON TO A JIHAD, TO A HOLY WAR. THESE POLICE MAY HAVE
PANICKED. BUT IN ANY EVENT, WE OUGHT TO WAIT A FEW DAYS FOR THE
ISRAELI INQUIRY TO REPORT AND TO SEE WHAT THEY HAVE TO SAY.

I HAVE A FEELING THAT THEIR REFPORT WILL BE VERY HELPFUL TO THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE UNITED NATIONS; IT MAY ALLEVIATE SOME OF
THIS TENSION THAT CURRENTLY EXISTS.

MR. WALLACE: GENTLEMEN, I WANT TO BREAK IN NOW, IF WE CAN, AND
WHEN WE RETUREN I WANT TO ASK YOU ALL ABOUT THE BILLIONS IN FOREIGN
AID THAT THE US GIVES TO ISRAEL EACH YEAR. AND WHAT THE US CAN
EXPECT FOR THAT?

(COMMERCIAL BREAK.)

ME. WALLACE: JOINING OUR DISCUSSION NOW FROM JERUSALEM IS DaAN
MERIDOR, ISRAEL'S JUSTICE MINISTER SINCE 1988, AND A MEMBER OF THE
ISRAELI KNESSET SINCE 1984.

MR. MERIDOR, I WANT TO BEGIN BY ASKING YOU ABOUT REPORTS OUT OF
THE UNITED NHATIONS TONIGHT THAT IN SOME WAY, ISRAEL HAS AGREED TO
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COOPERATE. LET ME ASK YOU VERY SPECIFICALLY: HAS ISRAEL AGREED TO
ALLOW THAT UN DELEGATION TO COME IN TO YOUR COUNTRY TO INVESTIGATE
THE SHOOTINGS ON TEMPLE MOUNT?

MIN. MERIDOR: GOOD MORNING TO YOU FROM JERUSALEM. I'M AFRAID

I DON'T KNOW OF ANY OF THESE THINGS THAT YOU ARE SPEAKING OF. WE
HAVE SET, AS YOU KNOW, AND INQUIRY COMMISSION. I HOPE IT WILL
FINISH ITS WORK IN SOME DAYS. THEN WE'LL HAVE A VERY SPECIFIC
REPORT. EVERYBODY WILL KNOW OF IT.

MR. WALLACE: YES, SIR, BUT HAS THERE BEEN ANY CHANGE IN
ISRAELI POLICY TO NOW ALLOWING THIS OUTSIDE UN DELEGATION TO COME IN
AND CONDUCT AN INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION?

MIN. MERIDOR: I DON'T KNOW OF ANY CHANGE OF OUR GOVERNMENT
RESOLUTION OF SOME DAYS AGO. AFTER ALL, THE RESOLUTION ALREADY
DECIDED THAT WE ARE TO BLAME. THEY CONDEMNED US. IT IS VERY
STRANGE THAT AFTER YOU'VE CONDEMNED SOMEBODY, YOU WANT TO CHECK
WHETHER YOU WERE RIGHT OR NOT.

ME. WALLACE: MR. MERIDOR, AS YOU WELL KNOW, ISRAEL RECEIVES

ROUGHLY DOLLAR 3 BILLION A YEAR IN AID FROM THE US, MILITARY AND
ECONOMIC AID, AND NO ONE DOUBTS THAT ISRAEL HAS BEEN A STRONG ALLY OF
THE UNITED STATES OVER THE YEARS, BUT WHEN AMERICAN AND ISRAELI
INTERESTS, AT LEAST IN THE SHORT TERM, CLASH -- AS THEY ARE NOW --
ARE YOU UNDER ANY SPECIAL OBLIGATIONS?

MIN. MERIDOR: YES, WE ARE UNDER OBLIGATIONS. THE FIRST ONE IS

TO MAINTAIN OUR SECURITY AND SURVIVAL. AFTER ALL, WE ARE NEIGHBORS
OF IRAQ, NOT OF CANADA, AND WE HAVE TO LIVE HERE, AND WE HAVE TO
BEAR THE CONSEQUENCES OF ANY POLITICAL OR DEFENSE MOVES THAT WE
MAKE .

AND I BELIEVE THAT THE AMERICAN PARTICIPATION IN THE DEFENSE OF
ISRAEL IS IMPORTANT, AND WE ARE VERY THANKFUL TO IT, BUT IT'S NOT
LOGICAL, I BELIEVE, THAT WE WILL DO THINGS THAT WILL JEOPARDIZE OUR
VERY ABILITY TO DEFEND OURSELVES, OR THAT WE WILL GIVE UP OUR
SOVEREIGNTY BECAUSE OF THIS AID. I DON'T THINK ANYBODY WANTS THIS
FROM US.

MR. WALLACE: AMBASSADOR ATHERTON, TO PUT IT BLUNTLY, HOW MUCH
IS THE US BUYING FOR THAT DOLLAR 3 BILLION A YEAR IN FOREIGN AID?

MR. ATHERTON: OH, I DON'T THINK THAT'S THE WAY TO FRAME THE
ISSUE, QUITE HONESTLY. WE'VE HAD A LONG-TERM AID RELATIONSHIP WITH
ISRAEL, AND I THINK IT'S ONE THAT WILL GO ON.

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE ONE COMMENT ON THE POINT THE MINISTER
MADE, THOUGH, FOR THE RECORD.

IT IS NOT QUITE ACCURATE TO SAY THAT THE UN HAS CONDEMNED ISRAEL.
THE UN RESOLUTION VERY CAREFULLY HAS CONDEMNED THE EXCESSIVE USE OF
VIOLENCE. IT HAS NOT REALLY TRIED TO PREJUDGE THE ORIGINS OF THIS
TEAGIC INCIDENT, BUT TO SIMPLY SAY THAT THERE WAS AN EXCESSIVE USE
OF VIOLENCE IN BRINGING IT UNDER CONTROL, AND I THINK THAT'S A VERY
IMPORTANT DISTINCTION.

MR. WALLACE: ARE YOU CONCERNED --
MR. ATHERTON: BUT -- BUT, CHRIS

MR. WALLACE: LET ME JUST BREAK IN, IF --
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MR. ATHERTON: BUT CHRIS, IF I MAY --

MR. WALLACE: EXCUSE ME, MR. REICH --

ME. REICH: OKAY. SORRY.

MR. WALLACE: LET ME JUST BREAK IN, IF I CAN.

AMBASSADOR ATHERTON, THOUGH, ARE YOU CONCERNED -- AND I'D LIKE

TO YOU PUT THIS, IF YOU ARE, TO MINISTER MERIDOR. ARE YOU CONCERNED
THAT ISRAEL IS NOT DOING EVERYTHING THAT IT COULD IN THESE PRESENT

CIRCUMSTANCES TO AID US EFFORTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND ESPECIALLY,

TO UNDERSTAND ITS NEED TO SATISFY ITS ARAB COALITION?

ME. ATHERTON: I THINK UP UNTIL THE UNFORTUNATE DEVELOPMENTS IN
JERUSALEM, ISRAEL'S POSITION WAS RIGHT. IT WAS BEING HELPFUL. IT
WAS NOT TRYING TO INTERJECT ITSELF INTO THE MIDDLE OF A SITUATION
WHERE THAT INTERJECTION COULD HAVE COMPLICATED THINGS. IT'S
UNFORTUNATE THAT THE JERUSALEM DEVELOPMENTS HAVE SIDETRACKED WHAT
WAS, I THINK, A VERY GOOD POSTURE TOWARDS OUR APPROACH -- AND
BASICALLY HELPFUL.

MR. WALLACE: MR. MERIDOR?

MIN. MERIDOR: WELL, I BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE TRIED, FOR OUR
INTEREST AND FOR AMERICA'S INTERESTS, FOR OVER TWO MONTHS TO
MAINTAIN A POLICY OF WHAT PEOPLE USED TO CALL LOW PROFILE, NOT TO
INTERFERE WITH THE AMERICAN COALITION OF ISQOLATING THE MAN FROM
BAGHDAD, AND WE WILL GO ON DOING SO AS MUCH AS WE CAN.

WE DID NOT, AS YOU KNOW, CONTEMPLATE ANYTHING ON TEMPLE MOUNT.

THERE WAS A BIG RIOT THERE, AND WHETHER IT WAS PUT DOWN IN THE RIGHT
WAY OR NOT IS NOW BEING INVESTIGATED IN ISRAEL. IT HAS NOTHING TO

DO WITH THE IRAQI CRISIS.

I THINK THE IRAQI CRISIS SHOULD BE TAKEN OF. WE DON'T GIVE

ADVICES TO THE UNITED STATES, BUT IF THE END OF THIS CRISIS IS THAT
SADDAM HUSSEIN STANDS ON HIS FEET WITH SOMETHING STILL IN HIS HANDS
OF KUWAIT, IT'S AN AWFUL LESSON TO IRAQ, TO THE MIDDLE EAST AND TO
THE ENTIRE WORLD. ALL THIS TOGETHER HAS TO BE CHANGED.

MR. WALLACE: MR. REICH, WE'RE RUNNING OUT OF TIME IN THIS
SEGMENT, AND I'M GOING TO ASK YOU A BIG QUESTION AND ASK YOU TO DEAL
WITH IT BRIEFLY. WE'LL GET INTO IT MORE IN THE NEXT SEGMENT.

DO YOU WORRY THAT THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION IS TILTING AGAINST
ISRAEL? DO YOU WORRY WHEN YOU SEE SECRETARY OF STATE BAKER VISITING
SYRIA WHEN HE'S NOT YET BEEN TO ISRAEL?

MR. REICH: IT CONCERNS ME, AND I HOPE THAT THE NEXT TIME THE
SECRETARY IS IN THE REGION HE'LL MAKE SURE THAT HE GOES TO ISRAEL.

MR. WALLACE: ALL RIGHT. WHY DON'T WE PICK UP ON THAT, AND
WE'LL CONCLUDE OUR DISCUSSION IN A MOMENT.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK.)

MR. WALLACE: CONCLUDING OUR CONVERSATION NOW ON US-ISRAELI
RELATIONS AND THE IMPACT ON THE PERSIAN GULF, MR. MERIDOR,
US-ISRAELI RELATIONS HAVE BEEN THROUGH SOME BAD PATCHES BEFORE, AS
YOU WELL KNOW. HOW WOULD YOU COMPARE THE CURRENT SITUATION WITH
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SOME OF THE PROBLEMS IN THE PAST?

MIN. MERIDOR: WE HAD DIFFICULT TIMES BEEFORE. I REMEMBER THE
LEBANON WAR, THE REAGAN INITIATIVE TIMES. BUT BASICALLY I BELIEVE
THERE'S A VERY SOLID BASIS FOR A STRONG RELATIONSHIP BECAUSE THERE
IS A COMMUNITY OF INTEREST. AND I AM SURE THIS CRISIS WILL BE OVER
AND WE WILL HAVE A STRONG ISRAEL, WHICH IS A MUST FOR THE INTERESTS
OF AMERICA NOT LESS THAN FOR THE INTERESTS OF ISRAEL. AND I THINK

MR. WALLACE: BUT MINISTER MERIDOR -- LET ME JUST BREAK IN FOR

JUST A MOMENT -- ISN'T THERE A CONSIDERABLE DIFFERENCE THIS TIME IN
THAT THE US TALKS, SECRETARY OF STATE BAKER TALKS, ABOUT TRYING TO
BUILD UP A LONG-TERM RELATIONSHIP WITH THE ARABS. HE EVEN TALKS
ABOUT A KIND OF NATO ALLIANCE IN THE PERSIAN GULF. DOESN'T THAT
HAVE REAL IMPLICATIONS FOR ISRAEL?

MIN. MERIDOR: WELL, I AM NOT GOING TO GIVE ADVICE TO SECRETARY
BAKER HOW TO HAVE AMERICAN POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST. I WOULD ONLY
SAY THIS: THERE ARE SHIFTING SENTIMENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST. THE

ARAE WORLD IS A VERY EXAMPLE TO IT; SEE WHAT HAPPENED OVERNIGHT IN
IRAQ OR OTHER PLACES. THE ONLY SOLID ALLY IS ISRAEL, AND THERE IS A
REAL COMMUNITY OF INTEREST. WE HAVE NOTHING AGAINST GOOD
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AMERICA AND THE ARABS, (BUT) NOT AT THE EXPENSE
OF THIS ALLIANCE WITH ISRAEL. IF THIS REMAINS THE CORNERSTONE OF
AMERIAN POLICY, WE HAVE A GOOD FUTURE AHEAD OF US.

MR. WALLACE: AMBASSADOR ATHERTON, WE'VE GOT ABOUT 20 SECONDS
LEFT. ANY FINAL THOUGHTS ABOUT THE CURRENT SITUATION?

ME. ATHERTON: WELL, I WOULD AGREE WITH THE MINISTER THAT I

THINK THE US-ISRAELI RELATIONSHIP HAS SURVIVED UPS AND DOWNS BEFORE
AND CAN AGAIN. THERE'S AN IMPORTANT DIFFERENCE, HOWEVER. ALWAYS IN
THE PAST, ONE OF THE IRRITANTS IN OUR RELATIONSHIP HAS BEEN THE
AMERICAN ATTEMPT TO MAINTAIN GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE ARAE WORLD.
THE PRINCIPAL ARAB COUNTRY IN THE PRESENT COALITION IS EGYPT, WHICH
IS AT PEACE WITH ISRAEL. SO IT IS A SITUATICN, I THINK, THAT HAS
ONE OF THE MAIN PROBLEMS THAT USED TO BE THERE NO LONGER PRESENT.

MR. WALLACE: AMBASSADOR ATHERTON, WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO BREAK
IT OFF THERE. THANK YOU VERY MUCH. GENTLEMEN, THANK YOU ALL VERY
MUCH FOR JOINING US TONIGHT.

MIN. MERIDOR: THANK YOU.

MR. WALLACE: AND THAT'S OUR REPORT FOR TONIGHT. I'M CHRIS
WALLACE IN WASHINGTON. FOR ALL OF HERE AT ABC NEWS, GOOD NIGHT.
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