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® Address by
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
In Washington

Inaugurating the Jerusalem 3000 Festivities
October 25, 1995
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JERUSALEM, 13 MARCH 1994

SUMMARY OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINION REGARDING THE 'KACH' AND
'"KAHANE CHAI' ORGANIZATIONS
(COMMUNICATED BY THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL)

THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINION
REGARDING THE 'KACH' AND 'KAHANE CHAI' ORGANIZATIONS:

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL WAS ASKED BY THE GOVERNMENT TO 'EXAMINE AND
PROPOSE POSSIBLE WAYS OF DECLARING THE KACH AND KAHANE CHAI
ORGANIZATIONS TO BE ILLEGAL.'

AFTER HAVING RECEIVED A GREAT DEAL OF DETAILED INFORMATION FROM
SECURITY PERSONNEL, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL WAS CONVINCED THAT THE
ABOVE-MENTIONED MOVEMENTS (HEREUNDER 'THE MOVEMENTS') CONSTITUTE ‘A
GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS, WHO IN THEIR ACTIVITIES, EMPLOY VIOLENCE, AND
ARE LIABLE TO CAUSE DEATH OR INJURY, OR WHO THREATEN SUCH VIOLENT
ACTS.' CONSEQUENTLY, THEY CONSTIUTE A 'TERRORIST ORGANIZATION,' 1IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE MEANING OF THAT PHRASE AS DEFINED BY THE
PREVENTION OF TERROR LAW, 5708-1948 (HEREUNDER, 'THE LAW'). THE
DESIGNATION OF AN ORGANIZATION AS A TERRORIST ORGANIZATION CARRIES
WITH IT LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE SANCTIONS. INTER ALIA, THOSE WHO ARE
MEMBERS OF A TERRORIST ORGANIZATION, WHO PERFORM FUNCTIONS IN IT, OR
WHO VERBALLY, ACTUALLY OR FINANCIALLY SUPPORT THESE ORGANIZATIONS ARE
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GUILTY OF AN OFFENSE WHOSE PUNISHMENT IS IMPRISONMENT OR THE
IMPOSITION OF A FINE. THE STATE IS ALSO AUTHORIZED TO CONFISCATE THE
PROPERTY OF THE ORGANIZATION, AND THE POLICE INSPECTOR-GENERAL IS
AUTHORIZED TO ORDER THE CLOSURE OF ANY PLACE WHICH IS USED BY A
TERRORIST ORGANIZATION OR BY ITS MEMBERS. THE ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS
ARE SUBJECT TO JUDICIAL REVIEW.

AN ORGANIZATION MAY BE DESIGNATED AS A TERRORIST ORGANIZATION BY THE
DECISION OF A COURT WHEN CONSIDERING AN INDICTMENT RELATING TO
MEMBERSHIP OR ACTIVITY |IN, SOLIDARITY WITH OR SUPPORT FOR, A
TERRORIST ORGANIZATION. IT CAN ALSO BE DONE BY WAY OF A GOVERNMENT
DECLARATION THAT A CERTAIN GROUP OF PERSONS CONSTITUTES A TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW. A DETERMINATION, AS
DESCRIBED, BY A GOVERNMENT DESIGNATION, OR BY A FINAL JUDGMENT OF A
COURT, WILL SERVE AS PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE OF THE VALIDITY OF THE
DETERMINATION FOR ALL PROCEDURES HAVING TO DO WITH THE ORGANIZATION,
AND THE BURDEN OF PROOF SHALL BE ON WHOEVER CHALLENGES THE VALIDITY
OF THE DETERMINATION.

SINCE THE GOVERNMENT'S DESIGNATION OF AN ORGANIZATION AS A TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION CARRIES WITH IT ADMINISTRATIVE SANCTIONS, AND SINCE THE
RIGHTS OF AN ORGANIZATION DETERMINED TO BE A TERRORIST ORGANIZATION,
AS WELL AS THOSE OF ITS ADHERENTS, WILL BE LIMITED, IT IS THE OPINION
OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL THAT BEFORE THE GOVERNMENT DESIGNATES THESE
MOVEMENTS TO BE TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS, IT IS NECESSARY THAT IT BE
CONVINCED THAT, AS A RESULT OF THE EVIDENCE BEFORE IT, AND AS A
RESULT OF ALL THE RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS, IT IS ADVISABLE TO MAKE
THE ABOVE DETERMINATION.

TO THIS END, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS FOUND THAT THE EVIDENCE AND THE
PROFESSIONAL ASSESSMENTS CONTAINED THEREIN UNEQUIVOCALLY INDICATE
THAT CLEAR, CONSPICUOUS, AND CONTINUING PATTERNS OF VIOLENCE, OR
THREATS OF VIOLENCE, HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED WITHIN THE ACTIVITIES OF
THESE ORGANIZATIONS, AND THAT THEY ARE LIABLE TO CAUSE DEATH OR
INJURY TO INDIVIDUALS.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS FURTHER FOUND THAT THE EVIDENCE BROUGHT
BEFORE HIM INDICATES THE PROBABILITY THAT ACTS OF VIOLENCE AND
THREATS OF VIOLENCE WILL BE REPEATED BY THE MOVEMENTS AND THEIR
MEMBERS AND ADHERENTS.

ON THE BASIS OF THESE FINDINGS, IT IS THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINION
THAT THE BALANCE OF FACTS AND CONSIDERATIONS AS OF TODAY JUSTIFIES
THE DESIGNATION OF THESE MOVEMENTS AS TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS 1IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS FURTHER FOUND THAT SINCE THE LAW DOES NOT
DIRECTLY APPLY IN JUDEA, SAMARIA, AND THE GAZA DISTRICT, A SEPARATE
DECLARATION BY THE MILITARY COMMANDERS IN THESE AREAS IS NECESSARY IN
ORDER TO DETERMINE THAT THESE MOVEMENTS CONSTITUTE TERRORIST
ORGANIZATIONS IN THESE AREAS AS WELL.
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