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Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's Address in the Knesset
on the Formation of the Government

June 12, 1990

Mr. Speaker, Esteemed Knesset:

On Friday, Nisan 15, 5750, June 8, 1990, I informed the
President, in accordance with Paragraph 13 (B) of the Basic
Law: The Government, that I had succeeded in forming a
Government. In accordance with this, it is my honor to present

the Government to the Knesset and to request its confidence.

Esteemed Knesset:

One of the manifestations of the strength of our
democracy is the basic rule that what the majority decides
obligates the entire public. Hence is derived the assumption
that a government that enjoys the support of a relatively
small majority of Knesset members is exactly as valid as one
that enjoys a large majority. In the history of the State
there have been governments with small majorities that
functioned efficiently and reliably and there have been
governments with large majorities whose performance was
overshadowed and impeded by crisis.

The Government I now present before you represents the
majority of the people and unifies within it many forces
endowed with ability, experience, and accomplishments in many
areas. Most of its members served in previous governments or
in responsible governmental positions. It embraces all the
national forces that have fought and worked for the Land of

Israel and for the settlement of the Land of Israel in all its



areas. It represents the traditional, religious, and ultra-
Orthodox public in all their variations, alongside a broad
public of residents of cities and development towns, and of
old and new agricultural and pioneering settlements. I believe
it correct to say that the concept that the Land of Israel is
a value, and not merely a piece of land, unifies all the
constituent elements of the Government. I know that all its
members are prepared to assume the task of managing the
affairs of the State and serving the public at a time of many
problems and challenges.

The basic guidelines of the government, which were placed
on the table of the Knesset, reflect the aims and policies of
the National Government.

The National Unity Government, which preceded the
Government that I present before you today, lasted for about
fifteen months. When I presented it to the Knesset, on Tevet
14, 5749 (December 22, 1988), I insisted that a national unity
government was the need of the hour. I explained that the
challenges that the State of Israel must face in the coming
years reguire the cooperation of all forces that want to and
can lend their efforts to the national tasks.

I doubt if there was anyone who fought and argued for a
national unity government more than I. Time after time I
advocated the establishment of such a government, and I
struggled for it with my party colleagues. We yielded on party
positions and advantages, we accepted no little criticism —
all for the sake of that unity which I believed to be critical

for the people and the State at this time. Unity is not a



mechanical matter. Unity requires taking a unified stand vis-
a-vis the outside world, at least in matters that are basic
and vital to the state. This approach was not taken, to my
regret, by some of our partners in the Government.

The growing accumulation of obstacles and problems
impeded the outgoing Government's ability to function.
Speaking with two voices instead of one clear voice, the
frustration of Government policy by members of the Government,
continual undermining of the Government in order to bring it
down and replace it with a different one — all these turned
the National Unity Government into a body whose disadvantages
often overshadowed its benefits. Everyone who has the well-
being of the State in mind, and, with it, the assurance of its
ability to cope auspiciously with the problems and challenges
it faces, grisves over what occurred, over the difficult
crisis that was caused, and over the damage done to the image
of the Government and the state.

Personally, I neither rue nor regret the efforts that I
invested, together with my colleagues, for the Unity
Government. I continue to believe that we need unity -- true,
maximum unity. But I saw no place for the inclusion within the
Government of those parties that had caused the failure of the
National Unity Government.

I wish to devote a few words to the public and
legislative activity toward change in the system of government
in Israel. I do not think the system of government we have now
is the embodiment of perfection and is suitable for us in all

respects. Therefore, I do not object in principle to changes,



if the majority of those elected by the people deem them
appropriate. I am only concerned that, in the great fervor for
change and the great opposition to the existing system,
against the background of the political crisis that occurred
in the last few months, things will be done hastily, the good
will be thrown out with the bad, and we will find ourselves
trapped in a system that is different but not necessarily
better than the existing one. Every system of government in
the world has advantages and disadvantages. All such systems
are implemented by human beings subject to Pressures,
temptations, and human weaknesses. Even the best system can
stagnate and be exposed to exploitation for malicious purposes
and to crises. Hence the need for common sense and for great
consideration of the fact that Israel's conditions of life in
this generation are unique in many senses, and that the system

of government appropriate for Israel must be adjusted to these

conditions.

Jewish Immigration

At the top of the agenda of the Government and the State
are immigration and absorption. The State of Israel was
established and exists for the sake of the entire Jewish
people. It is the national home of the Jewish peocple, and
every Jew everywhere can and should find his place in it and
live in it as a Jew. This being our goal, we are filled with
excitement and joy of action as we observe the waves of
immigrants reaching our land. An entire limb of the body of

the Jewish people has been reattached after seventy years'



detachment. Jews so distanced from their roots as not to know
the meaning of Judaism and Israel, Jews who were not
circumcised and did not know what the Jewish holidays were,
are coming to us and rediscovering their Jewish identity and
heritage. The statement of the prophet Samuel is coming true
before our eyes: "The Eternal One of Israel will not lie." For
even though the body of a Jew was distanced, wounded, and
tortured, its Jewish spark was not extinguished. The day has
come that the spark has been reignited and joined with its
origins in the ancestral homeland. No one will cease to sing
this refrain. We shall absorb every immigrant with all our
abilities. The Israeli public at large deserves full praise
and esteem for the understanding and spirit of generosity it
has shown in order to assist the immigrant and alleviate all
aspects of his absorption. I call upon the citizens of Israel
to increase their involvement for the sake of this wonderful
and lofty goal. The phenomenon of tens of thousands of Jews
returning to their land has aroused our enemies that surround
us. I say "our enemies" explicitly, because anyone who rises
up against the immigration of Jews to the Land of Israel is
hostile to the Jewish people and works against the Jewish
State. Today it is clear, beyond any shadow of doubt, that the
matter of settling immigrants in the Judea-Samaria and Gaza
regions — and we stated and again state that we have no
policy of directing immigrants specifically to these areas —
was a transparent and expedient excuse. The true aim of the

outcry that has arisen is to prevent the coming of Jews to

Israel.



We repeatedly assert in the ears of statesmen and leaders
throughout the world: the Arabs' animosity toward the very
existence of the State of Israel has not yvet subsided, to our
regret, and the malicious intent to put an end to its
existence has not yet ceased. We have stated and restated that
neither what they call the "occupied territories, " nor what
they call "settlements," nor the libel about human rights
violations, is the cause of the effort against us. Neither is
the question of the status and the political future of the
Arabs living in Judea-Samaria and Gaza the true problem; it is
not the obstacle to peace between Israel and the Arabs. All
these problems could be solved if there were a true desire for
peace and coexistence with the State of Israel. The Camp Dawvid
accords and the Israeli government's Peace Initiative include
good proposals for this. The problem is the Arab states'
rejection of the very existence of Israel. They, and only
they, can overcome this obstacle, since everyone knows that
the State of Israel and all its inhabitants have always
yearned for peace as for air to breathe. Anyone who claims
otherwise is propagating a groundless libel.

The unprecedented pressure campaign that the Arab states
are carrying out against the immigration of Jews is decisive
proof that their policy has not yet changed. We can only
grieve over the fact that Egypt, which has made peace with us,
a peace which we are striving to develop, has joined this
campaign and has given its support to the decisions of the

Arab summit in Baghdad on this and other subjects.



Immigrant Absorption and the Economy

When I presented the National Unity Government on October
20, 1986, I said, among other things: "Economic growth means,
first of all, creation of the conditions that will make it
possible for us to fulfill the Zionist goals of the state,
aliya first among them. This means we must concentrate on
those changes that will make it possible for new immigrants to
live and to earn a living in the country.... The challenge is
the creation of an economic system that will facilitate the
creation of jobs suited to people whose professional skills
make them sought-after throughout the world.

At that time, almost four years ago, Jewish immigration
to Israel was a hope, for the realization of which one had to
prepare and anticipate. Today, it is a fact, the dimensions of
which exceed all estimates. Unlike other countries, Israel
will never impose guotas as a means of easing the absorption
process. We shall be able to deal with the waves of
immigration only if we are willing to break conventions and
institute changes, even if they interfere with one interest
group or another. Above all, the absorption of mass
immigration is essentially an economic task of the highest
order. The two major tasks in immigrant absorption are
providing a home for every family and jobs for its
breadwinners. The government will spare no effort to achieve
both.

A healthy national economy, which ensures prosperity for

its citizens at home and is able to compete with outside



forces, is also the principal guarantee of social justice,
maximum security, and a respected international position.

The Israeli economy itself needs to be put in order. The
tremendous changes in the world and the massive Jewish
immigration from the Soviet Union present us with additional
challenges. For all these, a great effort by all of us, and
especially by the new Government, will be needed.

The economy can and must grow guickly. It can be assisted
by domestic resources and foreign investments only on
condition that we assure its stability for years to come and
reduce government intervention.

The government will work to reduce bureaucratic
intervention in the economy. The government's economic
activities should be navigated by means of the laws of the
State, regulations adopted by the Knesset, and macro-economic
imperatives. The efficiency of the economy will be ensured by
free, real competition within the country and outside it. This
will also ensure appropriate remuneration to the inhabitants
who are partners in this effort.

The government will make an effort to sell its business
assets and to use these and additional resources to help new
and promising economic efforts. The government, for its part,
will initiate processes for assuring employment to veteran
citizens and new immigrants alike, as well as for assuring
housing, particularly for demobilized soldiers and young
couples, and, of course, for new immigrants.

Together with the absorption of immigrants, the

government will take care of the weak classes and will provide



them with orderly and dignified assistance. Human resources
and social services, including education, health, and local
government, will be administered according to clear and fair
laws, regulations, and rules. The government will do
everything it can to diminish the scale of unemployment.

Only a few years ago, Israel experienced hyper-inflation.
Although inflation has been largely eradicated, its embers
still glow — and we are duty-bound to remain vigilant.
Unfortunately, despite the continued recession and severe
unemployment, our inflation is still much higher than that
prevailing in the developed countries that are our target
markets.

This situation interferes with our ability to increase
exports and international trade, which are wital to the
assurance of economic growth. Therefore, it must be fought —
and we will indeed fight it.

Even though the tax burden is relatively heavy, the State
revenues do not suffice to meet the needs of its budget. We
shall therefore have to adjust our budget expenditure

priorities in terms of minimum outlays for maximum results.

The Peace Process

The government is committed to peace and to the
advancement of the peace process, the purpose of which is true
peace between Israel and its neighbors. Our striving for peace
and our belief in the intrinsic blessing of peace originates
neither in military weakness nor in concern about political

pressures. We have extended, still extend, and will continue
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to extend our hands to our Arab neighbors. We shall be
forthcoming toward anyone who truly wants to live with us in
peace. We shall work actively for this.

The history of wars and peace agreements shows clearly
that there is no substitute for direct talks for the sake of
terminating war, ending a state of war, and attaining peace
between peoples and states. The first and only peace that has
been attained with an Arab neighbor thus far could not have
been effectuated without direct negotiations. Therefore, we
repeat our call for direct negotiations with each of the Arab
countries toward the conclusion of contractual and durable
peace. Our call for direct negotiations is not a proclamation
meant to discharge a duty. It is a true and sincere appeal to
our neighbors to abandon hostility and warfare and come to the
negotiating table. Thus their willingness to make peace will
be tested. We completely reject the idea of an international
conference, for this is a means of coercion rather than of
agreement. Therefore, we shall attend no such conference under
any circumstances.

The Government of Israel has an international commitment
to a framework that paves the way to a peace arrangement. This
framework is the Camp David Accords, in accordance with which
the Peace Treaty with Egypt was concluded and according to
which the Israel Government's Peace Initiative of Iyyar 9,
5749 (May 14, 1989) was phrased. Both the Accords and the
Peace Initiative have come under criticism. We have never
thought that they were ideal agreements. They were the result

of compromises between different positions. But if we insist
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on upholding their full contents and their spirit, permitting
neither their emasculation nor their selective enforcement, it
seems to me that they contain sufficient guarantees for the
interests of the State of Israel and for peace in the Middle
East. We shall continue, in concert with the United States
Government and with willing Arab agencies, to work for an
arrangement by which the peace process may progress.

It is impossible to progress toward a settlement and to
promote the status of the Arabs of Judea-Samaria and Gaza at a
time when all the Arab countries, except for Egypt, maintain
relations of enmity with us, subject us to an economic
embargo, wage brutal incitement and political warfare against
us, aid terror activities against us, and fight against Jewish
immigration. The recent Arab summit conference in Baghdad cast
the Arab countries' stance on Israel into an even more extreme
mold and revealed, blatantly and explicitly, uncompromising
hostility toward the State of Israel. We shall neither accede
to nor accept the misrepresentation of the conflict as a
matter of the Israeli-Palestinian equation alone, concealing
the truly dangerous component of the Arab countries with their
resources and their armies. It would be an act of madness on
our part to agree to any conecession in an area that
constitutes Israel's "soft underbelly" when we are surrounded
by a hostile ring with unprecedented military might.

Israel-Egypt relations and the Camp David Accords
represent the cornerstone of the peace process and a barometer
of peace. The good news is that relations exist. However,

there is much room for improvement in the area of bilateral
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relations. Beyond this, Egypt may fulfill a key role in the
advancement of peace and the fulfillment of the Camp David
Accords. The time has come for Egypt to stop vacillating and
maneuvering between the inclination to peace and the Arab
forces that are dedicated to uncompromising hatred. The time
has come for Egypt to stand up and act in concert with us to
renew negotiations on the second part of the Camp Dawvid
Accords. If President Mubarak needed proof of what the PLO and
Khaddafi's Libya are, the terror operation that they plotted
and that Abu al-Abbas's terrorists perpetrated on the Shavuot
holiday suffice to illustrate their substance unequivocally.

The area of the other Arab countries' attitude toward
Israel is of secondary importance these days compared with the
recent Arab summit conference in Baghdad. We have long been
trying, by wvarious means, to communicate to the heads of
several Arab states the message that any action vitiating the
state of warfare toward us, such as revoking the economic
embargo or rescinding the equation of Zionism with racism,
would be gladly accepted and would have a favorable effect on
the peace process. Instead, the Baghdad summit adopted a
series of grave and extreme resolutions against Jewish
immigration to Israel, in favor of militancy in principle, in
support of the PLO and the acts of violence and terror against
us, and others. Iragq has now returned in full force to the
role it had begun to play before its war with Iran: that of a
peace rejectionist and a denier of the existence of Israel. We
are also alert to Irag's massive arms buildup, including

biological and chemical weapons that it threatens to use
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against us. There is no Israeli threat against Irag; this is
the figment of a sick imagination. Therefore we again call on
the Arab countries to stop fanning uncompromising enmity and
to move toward peace -- peace of coexistence, peace under
which all the area's peoples will prosper and flourish. We
also call for an international arrangement for the banning of
chemical and biological weapons, thus cleansing the world of
these terrible tools of destruction.

Our Peace Initiative embraces all components of a
settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict, i.e., strengthening
the peace with Egypt, renewing the commitment of Egypt and the
United States to the Camp David Accords, rehabilitating the
refugees, terminating the state of war with the Arab
countries, and effectuating autonomy for the Arabs of Judea-
Samaria and Gaza.

The obstacle to progress in the peace process, which
stands a chance to succeed, is the PLO and the status
conferred upon it by various parties in the international
community. The Government will make it unequivocally clear
that the PLO and peace are contradictions in terms. Every act
that has the effect of conferring status and legitimacy upon
the terror gangs known as the PLO reduces the prospects of
reaching a settlement. Furthermore, recognition of the PLO and
conducting a dialogue with it encourage the continuation of
the acts of violence and terror against us, because this is
how the terror leaders construe governments' decisions to

recognize them.
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Several Labor Party leaders have expressed themselves in
the media in favor of the continuation of the United States'
dialogue with the PLO. How do they reconcile their advocacy of
this dialogue with their opposition to negotiations between
Israel and the PLO? Do they see no obstacle and no choice
before them but to accept the PLO's Phased Plan: First an
American dialogue with the PLO, followed by an Israeli
dialogue with the PLO, and finally an Arab Palestinian state
led by the PLO? These statements indicate a loss of the way,
betrayal of the foundations of our existence, and a search for
solutions motivated by despair, panic, and loss of faith in
the future. I am convinced that many good members of the Labor
Movement will stand up and rebel against these momentary
deviations and restore this movement of theirs to the road of
sanity and belief and confidence in the rectitude of our path.

The position of the Government is that we are willing to
conduct, and are even interested in conducting, a dialogue
with elected and legitimate representatives of the Arabs of
Judea-Samaria and Gaza, in order to improve their status and
promote the self-administration of their affairs. I call on
the Arabs of Judea-Samaria and Gaza not to follow those who
preach and incite to violence. Disruptions of order and
strikes have improved neither their status nor their prospects
by an iota. Those who benefit from their suffering and exploit
it for their own gain are the PLO terrorists, who tour from
capital to capital, articulating dreams that do not stand a
chance of coming true. It is possible to achieve a dignified

dialogue and arrive at a fair settlement, in which many of the



desires of this population will be realized. The Government
will continue to strive for this objective despite the
difficulties. Those who choose the road of violence and terror
will be treated with the full severity of the law. We have the
tools and the ability to deal with them, and shall not
hesitate to wield these tools. I would like to conclude by
calling once again, from the depths of my heart, to the Arab
countries and the Arabs of Judea-Samaria and Gaza: enter into
a dialogue with us, for the sake of peace -- the peace of our

children and of your children.

Mr. Chairman:

Security

The Government will place full trust in the IDF, the
security services, the Israel Police, and all security forces
that stand guard over our country and its safety, and will
offer its support as in days gone by, in order to enable them
to fulfill their wvital role.

All possible steps will be taken, and new ways will be
considered, to terminate the acts of violence and the attacks
against traffic on the country's highways; the torching of
fields and other property; and the stoning of people and
vehicles. Every Jew and every other citizen or resident living
anywhere in Israel is entitled to security and protection of
his life, his family's lives, and his property against
attackers and marauders, and we will do all within our power

to ensure these.
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Jerusalem

Our prophets long since uttered everything that could be
stated in human language about Jerusalem. They expressed in
their divine language the eternal connection of the People of
Israel with Zion and Jerusalem. "For the sake of Zion, I shall
not be still, and for the sake of Jerusalem I shall not keep
silent," pronounced the Prophet Isaiah, "until the glory of
its righteousness be known and its salvation burn brightly."

Jerusalem, united and whole, building and expanding in
all directions, is the capital of Israel forever and is not a
subject for negotiations or bargaining. The city is open to
visitors and pilgrims of all faiths. The holy sites are better
protected and more secure than ever before in the city's
history. But the City of David has been and will remain the
jewel in the crown of the People of Israel and its state. As
stated by the Prophet Zechariah: "Thus said the Lord of Hosts:
I will rescue My people from the lands of the east and from
the lands of the west, and I will bring them home to dwell in
Jerusalem. They shall be My people, and I will be their God --

in truth and sincerity."

The Arabs of Israel

We are aware of the changes affecting Israel's Arab
citizens and the tendencies towards extremism being encouraged
by hostile and irresponsible forces. The Arabs of Israel have
embarked upon a path that promotes their status and their
rights greatly. The Government of Israel is interested in
continuing to promote this process, motivated by feelings of

partnership and fairness. Therefore I call on all Arab
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citizens not to pay heed to the voices of incitement, rather
denouncing and isolating them, and to do nothing liable to
endanger the status and the achievements of the Arab

population.

Foreign Policy

Amazing changes have taken place in the international
constellation in the past year. The barriers between blocs and
many countries have fallen, and there is reason to hope for a
better and more secure future for mankind. This is welcome
news for the Jewish people, which in part is still dispersed
throughout the world, and which has more than once paid a dear
price as the result of hostility and strife between peoples.

Our people has been blessed with an additional
achievement -- the opening of the gates of the Soviet Union
and the Eastern Bloc for our brothers who yvearn to immigrate
to Israel. The Eastern European states, one after another, are
renewing diplomatic relations with us. It is particularly
noteworthy that every democratic regime that has been
established has seen fit to form ties with Israel and to turn
its back on extremist and pro-PLO forces within the Arab
world. In the past, the PLO enjoyed the backing and support of
the totalitarian regimes that have left the scene, and we hope
and expect that the new democratic regimes will remove all
traces of the PLO terrorist organizations from within their
borders and will adopt a balanced and responsible policy
regarding our region, one that will help promote a peace

settlement.



To our dismay, the Soviet Union is still delaying the
restoration of normal relations with the State of Israel. The
Soviet government's fear of Arab pressure and extortion are
most surprising. Much weaker countries have stood up to Arab
pressure, exposed its worthlessness, and suffered no harm
whatsoever. We continue to hope that the Soviet Government --
despite great internal difficulties and challenges -- will
tailor its Middle East policy to the present era of openness
and will shortly reach a decision to renew relations with
Israel without political or other preconditions.

The Arab countries have not yet been influenced by the
momentous changes in the international arena. In the Middle
East, peoples still struggle under tyrannical and oppressive
regimes; extremist and oppositionist movements threaten to
destabilize countries and their governments. It is against
this background that many rulers invest vast resources in the
acquisition of sophisticated weapons and armaments, including
non-conventional arms, and continue to lay the foundation for
Arab unity on the artificial basis of fomenting hostility
toward Israel. The unequivocal conclusion: the stronger
democracy grows, and the more freedom exists in the Arab
countries, the more positive the effect will be on the

prospects of peace and stability in this region.

U.S.-Israel Relations

The relations of alliance and friendship between Israel
and the United States continue to constitute the cornerstone

of Israel's foreign policy. Over the years, a relationship has

18



19

developed of mutual affinity, of cooperation in many and
varied areas, and of unparalleled friendship between the two
peoples. We believe Israel is America's most reliable ally in
our complex and tension-ridden region. The strategic
cooperation that has been cemented over the past few years is
a manifestation of this position.

It is true -- and it is no secret -- that there exist
several differences of opinion between ourselves and the U.S.
Administration concerning the peace process. This is not
surpising, if only because this matter is a vital, life-and-
death issue for us but not from Americans' perspective. The
differences of opinion between us originate, above all, from
the Administration's attitude toward the PLO and toward its
dialogue with it, which, in our eyes, constitutes a severe
blow to stability and the chances of peace. We are convinced
that the hopes that the Administration has pinned on this
dialogue have not, and could not have, produced any favorable
outcome. The terrorist organizations have not met any
condition or assurance promised by Arafat because these are
opposed to the PLO's very essence and raison d'etre.
Experience has shown that whenever the Arab countries observe
any fissure in the wall of friendship between Israel and the
United States, they entertain fresh dreams of aggression
against Israel. We are convinced that close and fruitful ties
between Israel and the United States contribute much toward
stability in the Middle East. We will try with all our might
to convince the United States Government that our stance is

correct, and will strive for a maximum of understanding and



cooperation with the U.S. toward the promotion of peace in our
region. Concurrently, we shall work hand-in-hand with the
United States to strengthen the alliance, the friendship, and
the cooperation between us in various areas -- the strategic
system, implementation of the Free Trade Zone Agreement, and
close coordination in the international political arena.

The Government will bolster its efforts to communicate to
the countries of Europe the message of Israel, its pro-peace
policy, and its desire for bilateral cooperation. We attach
great importance to our relations with all European countries,
including those of the European Community, for historic,
political, and economic reasons. We hope these countries will
understand, after years of experience, that support of the PLO

whets extremism and does nothing to bring peace closer.

The Jewish World

Although the focus of Jewish history has returned in this
generation to the Land of Israel, the homeland of the Jewish
People, a large portion of our people are still dispersed
around the world. We call in encouragement and fraternity to
the Jewish communities in distress: in Ethiopia, the Arab
countries, Iran, and Syria. We hear their prayers and their
yearnings, and do not forget them for even a moment.

The scourge of anti-Semitism has not expired, and, to our
astonishment, has recently resurfaced in full force. Along
with Jewish communities everywhere, we must fight this
infuriating phenomenon, denounce it, and bring about its

eradication.
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For all our brethren in the Diaspora, we reiterate the
words of the ancient prayer: "May You ingather us to our land
from the four corners of the earth." We are one people by
virtue of our wonderful tradition and the devotion of our
forefathers throughout the generations to this prayer and to
the vision of a Return to Zion and the renewal of our
existence in the land of our ancestors. Therefore, we urge the
sons of our people to immigrate to Israel and to join us in
building the country, developing it, strengthening it and
fulfilling the vision of the prophets of Israel and the
prayers of our forefathers.

With your permission, I shall also touch on several
internal matters:

The Government will continue and amplify its efforts to
reduce the bloody toll exacted from us in traffic accidents
and will consider all possible steps toward this end.

The plague of drugs continues to spread and to claim
innocent victims. The Government will continue to encourage
the Anti-Drug Authority and will assist it in coordinating
activities against this blight.

The Government will support education and science in
Israel, fields that guarantee an improved and progressive
society.

The woman in Israel is the backbone of the family and of
society. The Government will act to improve the status and the

rights of women in general and working women in particular.
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Mr. Chairman,

When the first National Unity Government was established,
the two major partners expressed the hope that such a unity
government would moderate the style of political confronta-
tions and prevent verbal violence among us. After six years of
unity government, I cannot say that this hope has been
fulfilled. Differences of opinion will always exist among the
political factions. This notwithstanding, I appeal once again
to all political parties and circles to maintain suitable

decorum and mutual respect.

Members of the Knesset,

The people of Israel is returning to its land, building
its homeland, and returning to its roots. In this context the
Prophet Jeremiah said, "Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
and tell it in the isles afar. Say: He who scattered Israel
will gather them, and will guard them as a shepherd his flock.
For the Lord will ransom Jacob, redeem him from cne too strong
for him" (Jer. 31-10-11). These verses express a microcosm of
Jewish history in our generation: Israel's redemption and
resurrection, the ingathering of the far-flung Jewish exiles,
the security of Israel, and the reconstitution of its
international relations. These eternal processes will
continue, God willing, until we attain haven, stability, and
peace.

And now, Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to present the
Knesset with the Government I formed after being entrusted
with this task by the esteemed President of the State,

according to Paragraph 15 of the Basic Law: The Government. I



hereby ask the Knesset to express its confidence in the
Government. Below are its composition and the distribution of

functions among its members:

Yitzhak Shamir -- Prime Minister, Minister of Labour
and Social Affairs, and Minister of
the Environment

David Levy -- Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs

Moshe Nissim -- Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Industry and Trade

Ehud Olmert -- Minister of Health

Rafael Eitan -- Minister of Agriculture

Moshe Arens -- Minister of Defence

Arye Deri -- Minister of the Interior

Zevulun Hammer -- Minister of Education and Culture

David Magen -- Minister of Economics and Planning

¥Yitzhak Moda'i -- Minister of Finance

Ronnie Milo -- Minister of Police

Dan Meridor Minister of Justice

Yuval Ne'eman -- Minister of Energy and

Infrastructure, and Minister of

Science and Technology

Yitzhak Haim Peretz -- Minister of Immigrant Absorption
Raphael Pinhasi -- Minister of Communication

Gideon Patt -- Minister of Tourism

Moshe Katsav -- Minister of Transport

Avner Hai Shaki -- Minister of Religious Affairs

Ariel Sharon -- Minister of Construction and Housing
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B'RISHON L'TZION

(EXCERFTS FROM AN INTERVIEW WITH PRIME MINISTER
YITZHAK SHAMIR, ISRAEL TELEVISION, ARABIC-LANGUAGE
NEWS SERVICE, 20.5.90; INTERVIEWER: ELI NISAN)

'I AM VERY SAD, SADDENED THAT SEVEN INNOCENT PEOPLE
WERE KILLED, WHO HAD COME TO WORK IN ORDER TO SUPPORT
THEIR FAMILIES AND INSTEAD WERE MURDERED, THROUGH NO
FAULT OF THEIR OWN. I AM SADDENED THAT THIS MAY SERVE
AS FUEL FOR THOSE WHO FAN THE FLAMES OF HATRED WHO
CONSTANTLY TRY TO ESCALATE THE ENMITY AND INCREASE
VIOLENCE, AND THEY CAN NOW RIDE THIS WAVE AND EXPLOIT
THE INNOCENT BLOOD THAT HAS BEEN SPILLED SO THAT MORE
BLOOD WILL BE SPILT. I AM SADDENED THAT SUCH THINGS
CAN HAPPEN IN THE STATE OF ISRAEL, THAT PEACEFUL
BYSTANDERS ENGAGED IN THEIR DAY TO DAY ACTIVITIES CAN
BE KILLED IN SUCH A BRUTAL MANNER. I THINK THAT WE
MUST DO EVERYTHING TO PREVENT SUCH INCIDENTS FROM
RECURRING. I THINK THAT THE ENTIRE ISRAELI PUBLIC IS
SHOCKED BY THIS CRIME. THEY ARE CONCERNED BY IT AND
WANT WITH ALL THEIR HEARTS THAT SUCH THINGS NOT HAPPEN
IN QUR MIDST.

Q: AS MINISTER OF DEFENSE, DO YOU THINK THAT THIS WILL
LEAD TO AN ESCALATION 1IN THE SITUATION 1IN THE
TERRITORIES?

A: UNFORTUNATELY, THIS CAN HAPPEN. PEOPLE WHO HEAR CF
IT, THEIR FIRST REACTION IS REVENGE AS FAR AS WE KNOW
THIS PUBLIC. I TURN, HOWEVER, TO THEIR REASON, NOT TO
TAKE THIS PATH -- THE PATH OF REVENGE AND RETALIATION
TO RESPONSE, ETC. THIS PATH CAN ONLY BRING TRAGEDY,
BOTH FOR JEWS AND ARABS. THESE TRAGEDIES BENEFIT NO
ONE. I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY, THIS VERY SAD
OPFPORTUNITY TO APPEAL TO THE ARAB PUBLIC, LIVING IN
JUDEA, SAMARIA AND GAZA, (TO ASK THEM) TO CONSIDER
(THE MATTER) VERY CAREFULLY AND THEY WILL REACH THE
CONCLUSION THAT IT IS IN ALL OUR INTERESTS TO ENSURE
QUIET, CALM, NON-VIOLENCE. WE ALL KNOW THAT THE ONLY
WAY OPEN TO ALL OF US IS THAT OF NEGOTIATION AND WE
MUST FOLLOW IT. I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO EXPRESS MY
PERSONAL CONDOLENCES AND THOSE OF THE GOVERNMENT TO
THE BEREAVED FAMILIES, WHO WERE STRUCKE SUCH A HARD
BLOW.

Q: THE MATTER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE FAMILIES OF THOSE
MURDERED AROSE AT TODAY'S CABINET MEETING. WERE

SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS MADE?

A: WE DID NOT GO INTO DETAILS BECAUSE THE INCIDENT WAS
VERY FRESH AND ALL OF THE MINISTERS WHO SPOKE
EXPRESSED THEIR SHOCK, BUT IT IS NOT INCONCEIVABLE
THAT WE WILL ALSO FOLLOW THIS PATH.

Q: AFTER THE FACT, DO YOU THINE THAT THE SECURITY
FORCES WERE SUFFICIENTLY ORGANIZED TO PROTECT ARAB
LABORERS FROM THE TERRITORIES, WHO COME TO WORK IN
ISRAEL?

A: THE SECURITY FORCES DO THEIR BEST. THEY CANNOT
PROTECT EVERONE EVERYWHERE. THESE ARE NOT THINGS THAT
HAFFEN ON A DAILY BASIS.

AD KAN
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PRIME MINISTER'S STATEMENT ON THE MURDER IN RISHON
LE-Z2I0N

IN TODAY'S GOVERNMENT MEETING, THE PRIME MINISTER GAVE
THE FOLLOWING STATMENT:

THE CRIMINAL MURDER IN RISHON LE-ZION THIS MORNING IS A .
SHOCKING ACT OF LUNACY THE LIKES OF WHICH MUST NOT BE
ALLOWED TO TRANSPIRE IN OUR MIDST.

PEOPLE ARRIVING AT WORK FROM DIFFERENT FARTS OF THE
COUNTRY MUST NOT BE HAEMED IN ANYWAY.

ALL STEPS MUST BE TAKEN TO PREVENT THESE KIND OF
INCIDENTS FROM TAKING PLACE.

THE GOVERNMENT COMMISERATES WITH THOSE FAMILIES TO WHOM
INJUSTICE WAS CAUSED.
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02-303365 English:25224 ; hsi
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LEHALAN MIDIVREI ROSH HAMEMSHALA BEMISIBAT ITONAIM
BERISHON LEZION (1&.1.%0), ALPI HAJERUSALEM POST
(17.1):

PRIME MIMNISTER YITIHAK GSHAMIR YESTERDAY CLARIFIED
REMARKE HE MADE SUNDAY THAT ‘A BIG IMMIGRATION
REQUIRES A BIG ISRAEL, " AND SAID THAT WHAT HE WMEANT
WAS ‘A STRUNG, UNITED ISRAEL.'

‘ TWPa NPYm-yinn 1Tivn

‘WHAT I SAID IN MY SPEECH BEFORE THE LIKUD VETERANS IS
THAT IN ORDER 7O ABSURE A BIG ALIYA, WE HAVE TO BE A
STRONG, UNITED COUNTRY. I DON'T THINK THAT WHAT I SAILD
CAN CAUSE ANY DAMAGE, SINCE THE SOVIET UNION HAS
CHANGED LTS POLICY AND HAS GIVEN EVERY SOVIET CITIZEN
THE RIGHT 70 LIVE WHEREVER HE WANTS.'

MAZAR 1/HASBARA/MEYDA
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