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With our Compliments

We believe this may be of

interest to you.

The American Jewish Committee lsrael ifice
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9 Ethiopia Street Jerusalermn Tel, 228862, 233551 .90




REPORT

From the lsrael Ohice E}i Th{—;‘ American _]r-':w“] f;.'{_'H'T'lr'l'lllrEjE?e
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JACQUES CHIRAC, FRANCE AND THE MIDDLE EAST
BY

David A, Harris

Jacques Chirae, the newly-named French prime minlster, returns to
the key positlon he first held from 1974 to 1976 under Presldent Glscard
d'Estalng. Leader of the Hally for the Republie {(R.P.R.), the neo-
Gaullist party he has led for a decade, and two-term Hayor of Parls,
Chirac's accesslon to power portends a possible shift in Francae's
pro-Israel posture under Presldent Mitterand. Although Mitterand's term
contlnues untlil 1288, the French pelltlcal structure provides for a
distribution of power between the top two posts, thus permitting Chirac
to have 4 major, perhaps-decisive, Impact an the directlen of French
domeatic and forelgn polley.

As Mayor of France's largest clty, Chirac has enjoyed good rela-
tions with the 300,000-member Jewlsh community. Jewlsh leaders praise
his openness, accessibllity and energy. In December, Chirac addressed a
mostly Jewlah gathering at the naming of Rene Cassin Square, even
quetlng from the Talmud In honoring the late French Jewish Nobel Peace
Prlze winner and human rights activiat. Early thlis year, after lengthy
and complex discussions between the Paris City Hall, HMinistry of Culture
and Jewlsh cosmunity, agreement was reached to oreate a museum of Jewlsh
art. Chirac's support for this projfect was cruclal to Lts successful
cutcome. Indeed, the municlpalicy has offered a building gratis.

In August 1982, a kosher restaurant in Paris was attacked, leaving
& dead and 22 wounded. Mayor Chirao returned from vacatlon to attend a
memorial ceremeny and condemned the "herrible' and "racist character™ of
the tragedy. At the time of the bomb blast at the Rue Copernle
synagogue, which left 4 persons dead, Chirac immedlately dlapatched an
alde to the scene and himself came to the slte the next day. Yet when 4
mass demonstratlion to protest thls antl-Semitic attack was organlzed,
the R.P.R. hesitated to particlpate because of the heavy involvement of
the Soclellst and Communist parties in the manifestation. Filnally,
however, It was declded to }oln to "express ilts sclidarity with the
national elan agalnst racism," accordlng to Chirac.

Chirac was Interviewed at length In 1982 in the French Jewlsh
monthly L'Arche. Of the French Jewish communlty and 1ts tiss with
Israel, he sald, "History shows that Jews have resided In what is today
France for more than 2,000 years, and that, desplte the persecutlions and
expulsions, they always lived In at least one part of the country, from
Marsellle to Alsace...l do not forget that durlng the Middle Ages the
French rabbls were celebrated and one of the flrst to use the French
language was the famous Rashi...It 1s normal that In the hearts of the
Jews there 1s a place for Israel, the objeot of twenty centurles of hope

and prayers, the blbllical Promised Land, and the place whers Holocaust
survivors live."



l:i-

French Jews, nevertheless, are concerned about the possihle lmpact
of Chirac and his R.P.R. party on French forelgn pollay Ln the Widdle
East., France Is a significant mllitary and economlc power with sub-
stantlal glebal Lnterests, including the Middle East and North Africa.
One of flve permanent members of the U.N. Security Councll and a
founding member of the 12-natlon European Economic Community, France s
further centrally placed to addraas Middle East lssues.

The alection of Mittarand Ln 1981 ushered in the most unabashedly
pro-Israel French leader in years and strengthened Franco-Israell
bilateral tles, a move that Chirac has criticlzed as excesslve, gooord=
ing to a 1982 study on France by the London-based Institute of Jewish
Affalrs. Doea the Soclallst reverssal in the recent electlon and
ascendancy of the R.P.R., under Chirac's leadership, therefore, augur a
change In thls pro-Israel polley? Chirac’s previous forelgn pollcy
record, notwitnstanding his favorable tles with French Jews
domestically, glves pause for thought.

As prime minlster, Chirac negotlated the French nuclear cooperatlon
agreemant with Iraq., He claimed that the constructlon of a reactor near
the Iragl capital posed no risk Lo lsrael and was adequately safeguarded
by French restrictlions on Lts pperation, yet Israel, of course, did not
share Chirae's sangulne view, It found Lt necessary to conduct a
successful preemptive strike agalnst the facllity in June 1381.

According to a Mew York Times account, Chirac flew to Libya In
197& for an offliclal two-day visit, the first by the head of a Westernm
governmant sinee Qaddafl came to power In 1969, At the tlme Chirac
spoke of the "close and longstanding" ties between France and Libya, and
added, "I thlnk we shall be discusalng political problems as well as
French-Libyan cooperation, which should be extended and well-balanced."
At the end of the visit, Chirac and Libyan offlclals signed agreements
for France to build a nuclear power plant in Libya (but not research
facilitles or the facllicties to produce heavy water), and several
tachnical and cultural accords. Thres months later, France agresd o
hulld 10 naval ships for Libya armed with sea-to-sca misslles and
anti-alrcraft guns, ;

Also durlng Chirac's tenurs as prime minister, France permitted the
P.L.0., which had hitherto been part of the Arab League representation,
to open 1ts gwn Information and Llalson offlce In Parls. He clalms,
agaln in the L'Arche Interview, that, "Everyone knows - for reasons
about which I wlll not now comment - that I learned about thls declslon
from the radie.” Other observers, however, argue that Chirac had
certalnly never opposed the move In government declslon-making cireles.

In the L'Arche interview, Chirac dwelled at conslderable length on
his Middle East views: "France has never equlvocated about Israel's
right to exist and llve in peace. 1 recall the discusslons I had as
prime minlster, especlally in Tripoll and Baghdad, where I emphaslzed




this point as a fundamental tenet of French polley.,.If thers are
differences between France and Israel - and this Ls the case - it Is due
te the different ways In which we approech the search for peace In the
reglon. These concern method but not the substance {(of Israel's right
to exlst)."

On the Palestinlan guestlon, Chirac told L'Arehe, "It is indls-
putable that there 13 a Palestinlan problem and that any return to peace
In the reglon requlres, In one way or another, a Palestinian entity - a
land for thls people - and, therefore, negotiations to determine its
modalltles...l well know that Israel asserts that the P.L.0. is not
representative. This was, at one time, France's position on the
Algerian F.L.N. (independence movement). I am not certain such an
dapproach 1a the best way to achleve peace."

In response to a question concerning the R.P.H.'s unenthuslastlec
reactlon ta the Camp David Accords, Chirac replied, "If I had resarva-
tions about the Accords, lt was because I do not belleve in the alage
‘divide and conguer.' Cutting the Arab world in half, as a result of the
Aogords, resulted, it seems to me, In further al lanating certaln Arab
states from the peace process." In addition, explalned Chirac, France
dld not partiecipate In the multinatlonal Sinai peacckeeping Force
because "thls inltlative was an outgrowth of Camp David... about which
we had our reservatlons. I wish to add that [t is my belief that what
France can best do for Israel ls not to align ltself systematically with
every lsraell positlon. In such a case, France would lose its credi-
bility as a mediator...I am terribly upset by the Middle East situation
and wlsh, above all, that there could be 4 conclllation of feelings
which could lead to peace."

f

In 1984, in a meeting with an Amerlcan Jewlsh Committes delega-
tion, Mayor Chirac, while acknowledging his streng and long-standing
tles with Iragq and its leaders, sald, "If lsrael is attacked, the
Europeans should immediately be on Israel's sida. We have flrst to
suppoert Israel, but alsa to support peace. MNobody contests Israel's
rlght te exist, but the problem is that Israel wants territory and
settlements. The political costs, however, are too great." He added
that Ireq and Israel actually had common Interests in thelr oppositlion
to Syria, the real Middle Fast menace. One day, he speculated, Baghdad
and Jerusalem might actually reach an understanding and draw Amman in as
well.

Later In the year, Chirac made hls first trip to Lsrael and, by all
accounts, 1t was a successful mlsaion. He met with a wide range of
senlor government officlals and toured the country. After meeting with
Prime Hinlster Peres, Chirac stated in a January 1985 Interviews in
L Arche, "I was very Impressed by my conversation. He {3 a profound,
rurnarﬂ-lunhing, honest man, and 1 was taken by this approach.,™ The
mayor alse vislted Yad Vashem, the memorlal to the Holocaust vietims. He
sald In the same fnterview, "My emotlon became a physlcal reaction,
pressing on my soul and heart and conatricting my cthroat. The

I
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Will Chirac's strong pro-Arab tilt of the 70s once agaln prevail as
he assumes offlce? To what degree will the unprecedented leadership
conflguratlion of a Soclalist President and neo-Caulllst Prime Minister
result Iln changes in French external policy until the 1988 presidential
electlons? Has Chlrac's pro-Arab positlon been softened by his warm
tiea with the Parls Jewlah community and visit toe Israel? How will
Chirac's barely disguised interest in running for the presidency iln 1988
affect hls posture on lssues between now and election date? WLl the
new Forelgn minlster, Jean-Bernard Raimond, the current French envoy in
Moscow and a career diplomat, reflect the traditional Arablst thinking
prevalent In the Forelgn Minlstry, or counsel a more independent line?

While Lt would be premature to answer these questions, there is an
apprehension in large segments of the French Jewlsh community that the
advent of Chirac and the R.P.R. may bring an effort te strangthen
further-France's position in the Arab world, even at the expense of Its
tles with Israel, and that the heady days of Franco-Israell relatlons of
the last flve years may perforce be numbered,

% % & %

David A. Harrls is deputy director of the Internatlonal Relatlons
Department .,
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Mr. Jacques-Plerre Dupent
Ambassador of France
Tel-Aviv

Dear Mr. Ambassador,

I am writing to appeal to you, on behalf of -

who is due to be released from prisen, in France, this coming May 1.

It seems that, while the French judicial awthorities are
Finally about to carry out the directive of the President of the
Republic and accord David Sulssa amnesty -- a further cbstacle has
arisen, in the form of the demand by the French customs authorities
that D. Buissa continue to be held in prison; for an indefinite period

of time, until the matter of his financial obligations is settled.

We therefore appeal to you to intervene with the French
customs authorities, to revoke this harsh decree. It seems unijust
to add to the suffering of this young man, who was to have been
released on the eve of the New Year 1986 -- by disappointing him,

once again, when he is about to be freed.

In order to help you to understand the case thoroughly, I

am attaching a copy of a letter from his father, Mr. _

sincerely,

Boaz Eppelbaum
Head of
Prime Minister's Bureau
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1. HOUS SORWES CONMSCYENTS 9UE LE DIRECTEUR GEWMEERL DE LA
FOPRCE HMULTINATIOHWALE ET DES OBSEFVATEURS (K.F.O.J A
DERAHNDLE LE 27 DECERMESRE 1483 UHE IHDICATION FOUE LE
FEMOLUVELLEMEMT LE L'EMCAGEMENRT FRAHCALIS & FARTICIFER ALl
n.F.0O. HOUS SOUHAITGHNS AJOUTER & CETTE CERAMODE HOTRE
GEFEECTIATICN POER LA CINTRISUTION FREMCAIZSE A CETTE FORCE
AINSI EOUFR L*EXCELLERTE EMPERIENCE &IMS] QUE FOUR LE
SERYICE PROFESSIOGNEL EY DE LONFIAWCE EXECUTES FAE L'UNITE
AEETEHNE FRAHCAHISE EM TAMT GUE SUPFORT POLER LE TRAHSFORT
DE LE FOGRCE ET SES BESGIRS LOGISTIGLES WS SUFFOETAHE
=N T r ifl, ITIYE DE L&

T 5 E BE10M YWITALE

EUTION FRAMCAEISE

!
| i
FRANECE Ld M.F, 0. COWTIWUE D "RCCON

EGUR LE RKAIKTIEW DE Le PAIX: ET LR CONTRI
DEMEUFE UWHE ELEMENT ESSEHTIEL.
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UKE CHRRLE SUFPFLESEHRTAIRE THRHNS LES TERHMES LE EON
ENLAGEMENT. ELINMIKWERA LE BESOIN DE FREGUEKRTES REPETITIOMS
CCHCERMWAMWT LE FROCEDE DE FEHOGUYELLEREMT HODS

SUFPORTOMS LA SUGGESTIOH DU DIRECTEUR GEMERAL AFIN QUE
CELA SOIT FRIS EK COMSIDERATION PAR VOUS
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VISITE EN ISRAEL




DELEGATION DE DIRIGEANTS HATIONALX
O PARTT R.P.R.

(Razgemblement pour la Républidque)

FEAKCE

B - 12 fevrier 1086




Membres de la Délécation ;

M. Alain Juppé et Madame
Président de la Délégation - Député au Parlement Europden (R.B.R.) -
Adjoint au Maire de Paris

M. Michel Neir et Madame
Député & 1'Assemblée Nationale (R.P.R.) - Adjcint au Maire de Lyon

H. Alain Carignon
Député au Parlesent Buropéen (R.P.R.) - Maire de Grenoble

M. Patrick Devedjian et Madame
Maire d'Antony (R.P.R.)

La Délégation est accompagnie de @

Mme Benée Duheck

M. Serge Hajdenberg
M. Flerre Bortan

Hlle Murielle KErichek
Mlle Jacqueline Bon

Journalistes :

M. Michel Colomés (Le Point)
Mlle Catherine Pégard (Le Point)



-

La wigite est organigée avec la collaboration de 1"Organisation
Sionigte Mondiale (Département de 1'Information et Département pour

les Relations Extéricures) et 1"Association dea Amitidés Isra#l-France.




Samedi, 8 février
15.25

19,30

Arriviée i L'ABroport International Benm Gourion par
TWA, vol No. BOO

Départ pour le Kibboutz Guesher Haziv

DIner avec M. et Mme David Catarivas, membres du
Kibbhouts Hanita

Hult 2 1'Auberge du Kibboutz Guesher Haziv




Dimanche, 9 février

0a. 040 Départ pour une visite du Hibboutz Hanifta
10.00 Départ pour le Mont des BEatitudes
11.900 Vigite des Lisux Saints aux bords du Lac de Tibériade
12.00 Dipart pour une viaite de Mevo Hamma (Plateau du Celan)
13.15 DEjeuner au restaurant du Kibboutz Ein Guew
14.30 Déparc pour le Moshav Petzasl (village coopératif)
16.30 Visice de Petzael
Départ pour Jiérusalem
19.30 Diner avec M. Ropny Milo, Viee Ministre des Affaires
Etrangéres, & 1'Hotel Hilton .

Mulit @ 1'HStel Hilton, Jérusalem




Lundi, 10 féwrier

Ne.
09.

10.

11.

16.
16.

17

18

15
15

15

45

S

.30
19.

30

- f =

Panorama de Jeérusalem du Mont des Oliviers

Vigite de courtoisie au Président de i'Etat,
H. Halm Herzog

Vigite 2 "Yad Vashem", Institut Commémoratif des
Martyrs et des Hiéros de 1l'Holocauste

Entretien avec le Presmler Minlstre, M. Shimom Peres
(A confirmer)

Visite de Jérusalem
Départ pour le Ministdre des Affaires Etrangéres

Entretien avec M. Yitzhak Shamir, Premier Ministre
Alternant et Ministre des Affesires Etrangdres

Dapart pour la Knesset .
Entretien avec M. Abba Eban, M.K., Président da la
Commisaion des Affaires Etranglires et de la Defense
Entretien avec M. Shlomo Hillel, Pré&sident de la Eneasset

Réception an Théftre de J&rusalem offerte par la
Hunicipalité de Jérusalem aux Représentants des
degoriations Internationales d'Amitid avee IsraBl

Nuit 4 1'Hotel Hilton, Jérusalem



Mardi, 11 février

08. 00
08. 45
09.45
10, 30

12.00
12.45
13.30

15.30

18.00

19.15
2L.15

Départ pour Roplit

Viedite du Mémorial de la Déportation deas Juifs de France
DEpart pour Rehowvor

Visite de 1'Tnstitut Selentifique Wei mmann

Entretien avee le Président de 1'Institut, le Dr. Aryeh
Dvoretzky

Vigite de "Omicren Scientific Led."
Départ pour Tel Aviv

DEjeuner avee un Officier de 1'Feab HMajor des Forces
de Diifense df Tarail

Entretien avee M, Aryeh Shalev, Chercheur au Centre Jaff
pour les Etudes Stratégiques, Université de Tel Aviv

Réception offerte par Son Exe. 1'Ambassadeur de France,
M. Jacques-Pierre Dupont, en sa riésidence

Betour 3 Jérusalem

fencontre # 1a Maison de France avec des intellectusls
et des journalistes

Wult 4 1'HGtel Hilton, Jérusalem



s, H o
Mercredi , 12 Féwrier
04.15 Départ pour 1'Afroport International Ben Gourion
06, 45 Envol par TWA No. B1l

Pour de plus amples informations,
prifére de contacter :

H. A. Agron

Mrecteur Adjolnt

IMvision d'Accuell des Hites Officiels .
Ministére des Affaires Etranpéres

Jérusalem - Tel. 235111
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Jérusalem, le 5 Jaovier 1986

Char Monslisur Lang,

Ja ma permats de vous snvoyar tous mas meillesurs
voeux 4 1l'occasion de l'insuguration da la premildre Etape de
la comstructien de la vills nouvella, Cargy-FPomtoise.

Au Gouvernsmant Frangais, et I vous particuliZrement,
Monsieur le Ministra, va ma haute appréciation pour avoir
antrepris ce qui est une wells aventure artistiquae, architecturals
at d"una conception nouvella. Ca projat est une occasion unigms
pour momtrer au monds qua la France de Frangois Mitterrand a
qualquachose de neuf X lui dire, st qua les rédalisations archi-
tacturales de votre pays n'ont pas connu uns fin avec Louis XF
ou Hapoléon ILIII.

L'Etat d'Israfl s'"honors de voir que c'est un de ses
£1ls, 1'artists Dan Caravan, qui est 1'arthitects de Cergy-Entoise;
Mr. Dan Carsvan & ftd d'ailleurs laurfat du Prix Isralll pour ses
Osuvres Plastique at sas sculptures murales ornent la grande
salle de réunion de la Knesset. En tant qu'ami prochs de Momsieur
Caravan, et connaissant son approche humaniste, son audace arcicige
at sa grands rectitude professicounalles; je ne douts pas g8 les
cisultats de som travail seront exceptiomnals.

Ja vous pris de croire, Char Momsieur Lang, @&
L'assurancea de mes sentiments Tespactusux,

Fhimon Feres

Homeleur Jacquas Lang
Ministra de la Culture

PARIE
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Mr. Jacques Lang
Minister of Culture
Paris

Dear Mr. Lang,

I would like, with your permission, to add my hest wishes,
on the occasion of the dedication of the first stage in the construction

of the now city, Cergy-Pontoise.

The Government of France, under your direction, Mr. Minister,
deserves high praise on undertaking this artistic, architectural and
conceptual adventure. This project is an exceptional opportunity to
demonstrate to the world, that the France of Frangois Mitterrand has
something new to say -- and that your country's architectural
achievements did not come to an end with Louis XIV, or Napoleon ITI.

The State of I[zrael is honored that the architect of Cergy-
Pontoise is the Israeli artist Dan Caravan -- recipient of the Israel
Prize for the Plastic Arts, whose mural painting adorns the plenary
chamber of the Knesset. As one who is closely acquainted with
Mr. Caravan, and knowing the humanism which inspires him, as well
as his artistic boldness and his professional integrity -- I have no
doubt that the results of his work will be truly unique.

Respectfully vours,
Shimon Peres
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ETATE OF IBRAEL

Press bulletin

T JANTARY 1986

FRANCE, ISRAEL AGREE TO EXPAND CODPERATION IN EDUCATION
{ COMMUNICATED BY THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND CULTURE)

DEPOTY PRIME MIMISTER AMD MIMISTER OF BOUCATION & CUOLTURE YITEZHAE MAVOM, AND HIS
FREKCH COUMTERPART M. JEAM=-PIERRE CHEVENEMEMNT, TODAY (TUESDAY) AGREED TO EXPAND
THE EXISTING COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWD COUNTRIES IN THE FIELD OF EDUCKTION.

THE FOLLOWING SUMMATIONS WERE REACHED AT A WORKING SESSION IN MINISTER HWAVOR'S
OFFICE IN JERUSALEM:

—= TM BECENT YEARS THE NUMBER OF HIGH-SCHOOL STUDENTS LEARMING HEBREW IR FRANCE

HAS INCREASED FROM AROUT 1,000 TO APFROXIMATELY 5,300; ADDITIONALLY, THOUSARNDS j
OF STUDENTS IN 15 UNIVERSITIES ARE STUDYING HEBREW LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE. IN -
ISRAEL 35,400 PUPILS ARE STUDYING PRENCH THIS YEAR, UP BY SOME 3,000 CVER THE

LAST TWO YEARS. IT WAS DECIDED THAT BOTH COUNTRIES WILL ACT TO INCREASE THE

NUMBEER OF STUDENTS ENGAGED IN THE STUDY OF HEBREW AND FRENCH.

== THE TWO OOUNTRIES WILL EXCHANGE INFOFMATION ON THE STRUCTURE OF THEIR
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS WITH A VIEW TO REACHING AGREEMENT OH THE LEVEL OF DEGREES
ACCORDED BY THEIR RESPECTIVE UNIVERSITIES AND ON THE MUTUAL RECOGNITION OF THESE
DEGREES. FRANCE WILL FAVORABLY CONSIDER GRANTING CREDITS TO FRENCH STUDENTS
SPENDING A ¥YEAR OF STUDY IN ISRAEL.

== A MUTUAL EXAMIMATION OF TEXTBOOKS, ESPECIALLY IN HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY, WILL
BE UNDERTAREH; INFORMATION ON TERCHING METHODS WILL BE EXCHANGED. :

MINISTERS HAVON AND CHEVENEMENT HMOTED THE PROGRESS MADE WITH REGARD TO THE TIES
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES IN THE PIELD OF JOINT RESEARCH. RECENTLY AN AGREEMENT
WAS SIGNED PROVIDING FOR THE ESTARLISHMENT OF A JOINT FRENCH-ISRAELI BODY FOR
ECIENTIFIC AND TECHHNOLOGICAL RESEARCH —— COVERING, INTER ALIA, COMPUTER SCIENCE
AND ROBOTICE.

CLOSE CDOPERANTION EXISTS BETWEEM THE TWO COUNTRIES IN THE FIELD OF CULTURE AS
WELL. UNDER THE CULTURAL AGREEMENT REMEWED A YBAR AGO, COOFERATION IN THE
CO=PRODUCTION OF FILMS WAS EXPANDED, THE NUMBER OF FRERCH BOOES TRANSLATED INTO
HERREW INCREASED, AND FINAMCIAL ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE TRANSLATION OF HEBREW
BOOKS INTO FRENCH WAS MADE POSSIBLE. EXHIBITIONS OF THE PLASTIC ARTS AND OTHER
OTHERS WILL BE HELD IM BOTH ISRAEL AND FRAMCE.

HE;/ FH 1800 HOURS

GOVERMNMENT PRESSE OFFICE



