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SPEECH AT CEREMONY FOR AWARD OF AN HONORARY DEGREE
BY THE UNIVERSITY OF TEL AVIV .
ON
MONDAY 7 JULY
AT

10 DOWNING STREET



Sir Leslie Porter, Professor Many, Professor

Ben-Shaul, My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen.

First, may I thank you, Professor Many, as PrESidilF
of Tel Aviv University, for the very great
honour which you and your colleagues do me
in conferring this Doctor of Philosophy
degree.

Thank you also for the kind and generous words with




which you accompanied it.

I first visited Tel Aviv University in 1972.

It was kind of Leslie Porter to find a . =3
photograph which does not show too vividly

how long ago that was!

Since then I have been a keen friend and supporter

of the University as a patron of its Truf

in the United Kingdom.




That makes the pleasure of receivi

degree all the greater.

Indeed the honorary degree brings together !
things which have a particular im
a special place in my life: scien

Israel.

Science, because that was my first academic

and I know the outstanding interr




reputation which Tel Aviv University
enjoys in the Sciences.
¥

Israsl, because I have always had a deep and abiding

admiration for the Jewish people and for

what they have created in the modern state

of Israel.

And I can say without any hesitation tq.i

my visit to Israel in April was one a6f the

most exhilirating and most moving



It was

of

experiences of my life.

course a disappointment not to be able .
go to Tel Aviv University itself to
receive the degree during that visit.

But I am delighted that so many
distinguished friends and supporters of
the University have been able to come ]-Ue

to No.l0 Downing Street for this ceremony.



Not only do you, the Jewish community of Britain,
make an outstanding contribution to the
life of this country by providing .
leadership and inspiration in every field.
You also work tirelessly for Israel
itself: its universities, it;
schools, its hospitals, its communities
such as Ashkelon, which I was able to see

for myself during my recent visit.




1 remember gquoting during that wisit David
Ben-Gurion's words: "the Jews are chronic
idealists". .
In Britain you have demonstrated that many
times over and your support of Tel Aviv
University is a shining example.

And may I pay a particular tribute toc the

Lo A
work of Leslie Porter, Liemsl Wolfson and

their colleagues on the Tel Aviv

University Trust.



You were kind enough, Professor Many, to quote from
the Book of Proverbhs, that famous
reference to the price of a good woman .
being above rubies.
As far as my husband is concerned, it
seems to be above emeralds, sapphires,
amethysts, and quite a lot else besides!

6
But there is of course another reference, this time

in the Book of Job, which sets the price




10

of wisdom above rubies.
And it is perhaps on that which a newly
honoured doctor of philosophy should

reflect.

In Jewish philosophy, Wisdom is the first and
favourite of God's creations.
And respect for wisdom has been a key to

your religion and your history.




1l

But it has never been wisdom for its own sake.
That has been more a feature of the Asian

civilisations and the European academic.

tradition.

And it has led - damagingly in my view -
to the distancing of wisdom, of
philosophy, of academic life from the

real, everyday world. .

1 recall the story of the discussion in a senior



12

common room of an Oxford college about
where to invest the college funds.

The Bursar proposed that they should be.
invested in land.

It had, after all, he pointed out, been a
sound investment for the last 1000 years.
His colleagues nodded agreement - all
except the history don. .

"You have to remember™ he said "that the

last 1000 years have been gquite



13

exceptional®.

Or again one thinks of the distinguished French .
Ambassador who recently asked a senior
member of the Chinese Government what he
thought about the effects of the French
Revolution, and received the reply that it

was a little early to tell. .

I must assure you that as a newly appointed Doctor




14

of Philosophy I do not intend to retire to
an Ivory Tower.

Or devote the rest of my life to some .
learned treatise on Thatcherism.

Or indeed any other 'ism'.

They so quickly become 'wasms'.

I have always believed, in the words of a

distinguished British scientist and




15

philosopher, Thomas Huxley, that "the

great end of life is not knowledge but

action". .

Education, learning, gualifications all prepare us.
But it must be preparation for something,
for action which advances - even if only
in some small way - cur family, our

community, our society, our country.




16

That is what I admire =0 much about Israel
Jewish people.
You have not been content to sit
contemplate.
You have shown the determination
realise your dreams, to get what

want .

and the

back and

to

you

Chaim Weizmann was waiting outside the Cabinet

Room door downstairs to receive the



17

Balfour Declaration the second the Cabinet

approved it.

You settled your land, you pioneered, you created.
fertile land out of the desert as I saw at
S1de Boker.
You have never rested but always created,
always striven, always given to the

community as well as drawn from it. .



18

One saw it in the marvellous energy and enthusiasm
of the young Mayor of Ashkelon.
One sees it in the work of Tel Aviv .
university, for instance in cereals crop
improvement, the benefits of whose work
have been made available throughout the
developing countries.

&

That is an apprecach which I admire and respect.

And it is an approach which I have tried



19

to instil here in Britain.

Our European soclieties were becoming enervated and
dependent on subsidies and hand-outs.
And better at producing thinkers rather

than doers.

The successful scocieties are those like the United

States and Israel whose people are

self-selected and self-motivated, who show



20

enterprise, initiative and vigour - in
Israel's case in the face of almost
overwhelming odds. .
Mow I believe the mood is beginning to
change here.
But it still needs constant effort,
encouragement and exhortation.

That is why it has such special meaning for me to

receive an honorary degree from Israel's



21

greatest university.
It is not just an honour, though
undoubtedly it is one. .
It is a recognition of an appreach to
life, a belief that one must always press
forward to change and to improve, to
realise the ideals and convictions that
one holds.

&

It is this which underlies the special

affinity which I have always felt for



22

Israel,

It is the reason I have always been proud

to be a friend of Israe]l. o
It is why this honorary degree means SO

much to me.

It is why I thank you for acknowledging

what I have tried to achieve - and will go
on trying to achieve so long as I remain

in government.
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In the year Emmanuel Shinwell was
born Gladstone was Premier, General
Gordon was being besleged at Khartoum
and in the Russia of Czar Alexander III
some 250 Russian Jewish communities
had been progrommed. In his early '
Iormative years, in the East End and in
the Gorbals, young Manny, whose paterpal

grandfather had been a flour miller

in a small Polish town - yvoung

Manny would have heard talk around the

family table about the ghastly things

happening te Jews in Eastern Europe -

long before the Holocaust., And what

he heard helped shape the kind of man

he grew up to be - a latter day David,

forever battling against what he percelved .

to be the Goliaths of injustice.




In Israel so0 many admired and respected
him-for his integrity and guts, for his
outstanding prowess as a parliamentarian
and Govermment leader and for bis contributions
to the Internatiomal Labor Movement. He

was A Jew apd proud of it. Which iz why our

a4

folklore - and notwithstanding the gloss he  [fanny,

tended to put on the incident in hiz own memoirs
Fsay—apgain, in our Israeli-Jewish folklore,
Manny Shinwell shall forever be remembered

as the little tough man who dared cross the
floor of the Commons and deliver a punch to

a former pnaval boxing champion MP who had

yelled at him, "Go back to Poland'.

Lord Cledwyn got it right when he said in
tribute to Lord Shinwell: "He never forgot

the rock from which he was hewn™.

i 4

——are



Always a man to give advice 2ven when

it=wief not solicited - this is how the
'a -I' . . f
L s 3 ) i

Jewish Chronicle guoted bham 3T & Jewish
gathering.
"Let ur not be Arrogant but alsc not

apologetic... Fight, always fight,

your antisemite. Never take the
apologetic or explanatory line against
ignorant prejudice'.

Hetween the time this man mounted his
first dock strike in 1911 and celebrated
a8 number of months in jail following
the Glasgow riot of 1819 - during that same
peried, in the sands and marshes of Ottomon
Palestine just liberated by Allenby's
foreces, other Shinwells were emerging,
2 breed of men and women hewn from the

identical same bedrock,




They,too, were to become the leaders
of the labour movement in a society and
ecil which they had to create with the
Jil'hk

sweat of their brow aua?iﬁeir own
bare picneering hands. I refer to the
Ben Gurions and the Ben Zvis and the Goldas
and those others - founders of the ,

in gin JeaiacTesl adhqd
Histadrut Labour Federatibn ﬁﬁ;fﬁf”
the State of Israel itself. Lord Shinwell
could empathise with these stiffnecked
characters and they with him, those who

!I_I.\_ P .:rl:;'r.r :- A4

would not gidefd -ap—inel on matters of

principle and justice and equalitv,

They were brothers in spirit not merely
because of an ancesiral kinship -

but no less because of the socialist and
democratiec beliefs they so vigorously

PEDOUReTh. ;'JHE{'




Indeed, the Labour Movement in Israel admired

Manny Shinwell muich, and was deeply
impressed by him as a builder of the
Labour Movement in this Country.
aluways
To us Manny Shinwell shall*stand

Cis '7'I!' .I"H— |'e‘-|!l-
fﬂTTlas the tempestucus British patriot
from the Victorian slums who rose Lo
become the elder statesman of his party and a
leader of the nation. So many of our people
knew him as a personality unique to British
Public and political life. How did
Lord Boothby deseribe him in his tribute in
Sunday Telegraph? "With Manny you had the
combination of Glasgow-Scottish, Polish

and Jew thrown in - and that's & hell of

a combinaticon',

the




I shall leave it to the historian

and commentators to analyse Lord Shinwell's
political attitudes to Israel over the YeLrs,

Lhen we Came jub _dach ofhers vew
Certainly ¥ he never concealed tHEE =
characteristic no-nonsense look of hig—
H#Hﬂh4ﬂljﬂﬂhl—iﬂ%a—ﬁﬁ&hwG%ﬁﬂf*ﬁ—??ﬂi-ﬂhﬂ
the look he got back had a familiar glint —
from not dissimilar 2yes, There was
always a profound affection there, born of
4 spirit whose integrity was as flint. Thus
did he write of himself and-%s, Israel,
In hig memoir "My First Ninety-Six years":
"I must make it clear beyond doubt," he
2ald, "being born in the United Kingdom,
my ancestors, whoever they were, do not weaken
my Allegiance to the country in which I was
born. However —much as I dislike confliet

among nations, my activities inelude effective

Mea5Ures to create & deterrent against conflict"

I&_ i

i =



And he goes on: "I have a sense of pride in
the State of Israel as an entity, but even mare
s 1n the courage of Isreel to defend itself.
This philosophy is embodied in my
character. Whatever one may happen to
believe, if one is coavinced it is the right
course, then one must defend it with all
one's strength".

I read words to that effect in a letter

a Jorme,

he wrote a few vears ago to -«f Tsrael.
Prime Minister. "Stand up firm"
I recall him telling him - at a time when
it was not overwhelmingly popular to express
such sentiments.

And so, on behalf of Prime Minister
Shimon Peres and the Government and

people of Israel I join in tribute to the

memory of Lord Manny Shinwell.

—— ey i — S i
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Presumahly. cne davy soon ke, our friend

Manny, will be Appropriately honoured by

People of my country with some lasting

monument. It wil] bespeak of this proud

s0n of Britain whe carried into his

tasks a shared heritage foup thousand

Yyears old,

Lhe
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With deep regret I am writing to say that unfortunately I have to )& j k3 ,

postpone the visit to Israel which I had planned for 13-17 July. ’ iy |
g4

The immediate reason [or this is that a by-election for the Labour b J’

seat of Newcastle Under Lyme has been called for #17 July. 1 am |

sure you will understand that in the current political situation it S R B 8

1s not possible for me to be out of Britain In the {immediate run-up s (Ga

to that polling day because 1 will have te spend at least one and a

half days in that area campaigning. We are confident of success and /7~ 3 ~L}

believe that the SDP and Liberals will have great difficulty in making jj: &

any progress but we cannot afford any risks and, Iin addition, it is Got

vital that we win by a very clear margin. SEIL!

In addition, you may have seen that we are currently involved in the
process of expelling Trotskyists from the Labour Party In Liverpool.
As A resulk of the obvious need to cbeerve natural justice the Mational Lig
Executive Committee hearings - at which I must be present to vote
and to speak as Party Leader - are taking up a great amount of
time. We have already spent four full days and at last Fridav's ~ 12 pid
hearings we were not able to complete the process. Further dates ‘[;;g;h{;a
must therefore be arranged and we anticipate that those hearings 1
will occupy at least another two days. ~Cay r\_.l._.

Avs iy

=,

o
All of this means that I have lest a great deal of time in preparing
our summer political programmeé and so cannot in any case allocate Al
the amount of bime which would be necessary for a visit to Tarael.

S s

F‘LIG‘- "‘rq
For personal and political reasoms 1 am very sorrcy that 1 have to 5 g gt
make this postponement. I hope that vou will understand the particular
difficulties which prevent me Erom coming this summer.

;-.'j_}q"-l_"-. ',f'"'-'ﬂ- i

rag J s

g

Shimon Peres
Prime Minister of Israel

* This 1s confidential untdl 20 June 1986,




Jerusalem, June 24, 1986
Ref.: 1-DSE-600-1

Dear Meil,

Thank you very much for your letter to me of 17 June
1986. I was sorry to learn that you are forced to postpone your
visit to Israel, but understand your reasons. 1 hope, in any
event; to be able to welcome you here in the near future.

I read with interest that the Labour Party is gaining

significantly in strength, a development which I can anly
applaud. Of course, I wish you every success in the by-election.

We here in Israel are contimuing to focus cur efforts on
economic recovery and the advancement of peace, in which endeaver
we are contending with forces not necessarily subject to our
control. But our goals are of such importance, that I am
convinced that we will ultimately succeed in moving both carts
forward in the right direction.

In friendship,

Shimon Peres

The Hon. Meil Einnock
Leader of the Opposition
House of Commons

London SWLh ORA
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19308 GHOST HAUNTS VIENWA AGAIN

VIENHA

IT 15 OME OF THE MORE UNPLEASANT SIDE EFFECTS OF THE
INTEENATICHAL FURORE SURREROUMDIMG DR KURT WALDHEIWM.THE

FORWER UWITED MATIOWS SECRETARY-GEMERAL.THAT AMTI-SEAI .
TISH

SEENMS SET TO BECOME & PARTY POLITICAL IESUE 1M AUETRIA FOR

THE

FIRST TIME SIHCE THE 133D%.

LAST WONTH SIHON WIESEMTHAL. THE HEAD OF THE JEWIEH
DOCUREHTATION CEMTRE 1IN VWIEHHA: SAID THAT ACCUSATIONS THAT

GR WALDHETIWM HAS A HAR CRIMIHAL WERE FUELLING AWTI-SEMITIGAM

A FEW DAYS LATER, DR WALDHEIM ACKMOMLEGED THESE FEARS BY
SPEAKING OUT ACAIMST WMHAT HE CALLED''WEW ANTI SEMITIGSH'®







TPN NPYAR-PIA TIUN -

e o

#HD DR KURT STEYRER.HIS CHALEWGER IN HEXT SUHDAY'S RUN-DFF

ELECTIGN FOR THE AUSTRIAN PRESIDEWCY. SAID OMW THE RRDIOD
LAST MEEEKE THAT EVERY DAY HE RECEIVES LETTERS ACCUSIHG MIN
OF BEING IN LEAGUE MITH & JEWISH CONSPIRACY

THE ISSUE OF OF AWTI SEMITISHM HAS BEENW TREKEW UF IF
UHHILLINGLY

BY THE AUSTRIAN MEDIA. OMWE OF THE GREAT UWMENTIOMARBLEE OF
AUSTRIAN FOLITICS HAS BEGUN TOD TAKE ITS PLACE ARLOMGSIDE
PENSIONS AHD TAXATION IM MAWIFESTOS AHD PARTY THETORLC

IN THE WIEH OF MAWY PEOPLE IMH VIENMMA IMCLUDIMNG SOME JEWS
KHAT HAS WAPPEKED IS THAT ARHTI GEWITISIM OMCE COWFINWED TO

I Fos TREEL i

PRIVATE PARTIEES ANWND SOTTOD-VOCE

JOKES. HAS BECOME MORE OFPEM.THE AUSTRIANS HMAVE BEEH AMTI-
SEMITIC, BUT UP TO WOM THEY'WE USUALLY SUFPREGSSED IT

SalDb &4 JEWIEH MRITER MHO FLED THE HAZIS BEFOEE THE LAST
HAaR

BUT AFTERWARDS RETURMED TO WIENWA. MOW THEY'RE NOT

AFRAID TO ADMIT IT-AMD EVENW RELISH IT. |
DR MALDHEIM'S PLEA TO AUSTRIAMS HOT TO TOLREATE 'HEN |
ANTISEMITISH

15 UMLIKELY TO ALLAY THE FEARS OF VIEWHA'S 10.000D
ORTHODGX

JEWS . IN THE CITY'S OMCE PREDOMIMAMTLY JEWISH LEOPOLDSTADT

DISTRICT, WHERE SEVERAL KUNDRED ORTHODOX JEWS STILL LIVE.

THERE IS IMCREASIMG COWCERM. THEY FIND IT SINSITER THAT

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

THEY |
ARE GETTING WUMNBEROUS THREATEMING LETTERS TELLING THEM TD [
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

GET QUT OF THE COUMTRY.

W ART DERLER'E SHOP MERR LEOPOLDSTADT. OGOHHED BY &

PROMINENT
JEWM. HAS ONLY JUST REOPENED AFTER A PERIOD OF WEEKS HITH

| A
‘ HOTE PIMMED TO 173 LICKED DOOR SAYINC '‘'CLOSED BECAUSE OF






T Tl

F T

TR ATYAR-PINN TR »

THREATS' * |

QOHE DEEPLY CORTHODOX JEM.HHO CAN REGULARLY BE SEEHW IN
TRARDITIOHAL

HOMBURG HAT AND LOWD SIDE-CURLE ADWMITTED THAT HE AMD HIS
FAMILY MOM HAVE & DISTIHCT FEELING OF UMERSE HHEH HALKINMG

HOHE FEOQH THE SYWAGODGUWE AT HIGHT, A CAR THAT SUDDEMLY
BREAKES AT A RED LIGHT IS5 EHOWGH TO PROVOKE HWEAR FAHIC

ORGAMIZED IMTIMIDATION OF JEWS IS RARE.HOMEVER THE PSTERS
THAT EXTREME RIGHT-WINC STUDENY ORCGANIZATIONS PUT UFP WITH
13305- STYLE CRRTOOHS DEPICTIHG COMMUHISIN CARRIED OH THE
BRCES OF DRTHODOX JEMS REPRESEHTIMLG CAPITALISN .HAME HOR
INCREREED 1H HUMBER. A5 YET ARTI-SEMITISM SHOHWS MO SIGHS
oF

BECOMNING A POLITICAL MOVEMENWT.

BUT JUST AE AUETRIAHS HAVE BEEW FORCED TO LOOK MORE
CLOSELY

AT THEIR ASSOCIATION WITH THE THIRD REICH. B0 TdO THE
LAYEES

OF REFRESSION THAT HAD DISTAMCED THEM FROM THE
ANTISENLITISH
OF THEIR FOREBERE3 DF THE 13305 HAVE BEEH RENOVED

IF DR MWALDWEIMN LOSES THE ELECTION THERE MAY HWELL BE. &S .
HWIESEWTHAL WARMED A BACKLASH OF ANTI-SEMITIC FEELING
AUSTRIA'

HISTORY AMD ITE PROVIWCIARLIGW WOULD ENCOURAGE THIS

THERE ARE BTILL HMAHY AUSTRIAME WHOD REMEMBER VIVIDLY ANHD
HaY

EVEH HAVE TAEEN FART IN PRE-WAR AMTI-SENITIC ACTIVITIES.
IN TALKS WITH THEIR PREJUDICES. UNCHECKED BY AMY
RESFPECTABLE

ABJECTIVE HISTORY BOOK IN OR OUT OF SCHOOL.WILL BE PASSED
OH.

THE FACT THAT THERE ARE TODAY FEH JEWS IN AUSTRIA. AHD






MWPN NPYI-PINN TN &

SCARCELY AMY OUTSIDE VIEWWA, IMBUES THEMW HITH &M aL®MOST
HYTHICAL QUALITY FOR MaNY AUSTRIAMS. A BELIEF THAT THEY
HEAVILY INFLUEKCE. THE ARTS.FIHAMCE AWD JOURMALISH
COHNTIMUES TO FLOURISH AMOMG YOUND AUSTRIAHS.MHO DO WOT
TRAVEL ABROAD AS MUCH AS OTHER YOUMD PEOGPLE OF HMESTERM
EURDFE .

e BTH]T

THERE 15 ALSO0 FOPULAR BELIEF THAT THE FOREIGH FRESE I6
ALMOET

SYNOHYHOUS NITH JEWE THE LAST FER KEEKE OF WHAT HaS BECOKE

LY

ENHOMN AS THE MALDHEIN AFFAIR HAS OMLY CONFIRHED THIS VIEMW .
FOR MANY
YOUNG AUSTRIAHE

AUSTRIAN BHTI-SEMITISM HaS DEEP ROOGTS. IN THE 19TH CEMTURY

IT WAS EHMCOURAGED BY THE WRITIHNGS OF GEORGE SCHOMERER °
AHD THE MAYODR OF VIEMMA .KARL LUGGER THVEIGHED ACAINST THE

THOUSANDE OF JEWS WHD POURED IH FRON THE HABSBURFE POLISH
PROVIMCE OF GALICIA

HITLER MADE MUCH USE OF THESE WRITIMGS BUT SINCE THE HAR

THEY

HAVE GATHERED DUST OM AUSTRIAMW LIBRARY SHELVES. IT IS5 A
DISTURBIMG

FACT THAT THE MRITIHGE OF LUEGGER AND SCHOMERER ARE
EHHOYI MG

SORETHINKG OF A REVIVAL

RECHARD BRSSETT
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