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POPULATION OF JERUSALEM; 1800-1967
Jews per cent Muslims per cent Chrstians - pér cont Others per cent Taial per -.'rrll !
1800 1L.oon 10,0 10,000 100
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1005 A0 DD v ] 11 173 0 11 A0.000 100
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POPULATION OF JERUSALEM, 1800-1967 (Continiaed)
Jews per cenl Muslims per ¢enl Christians  per conl Hhers Per cend T'atal per l.l.hl
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2E 40504 B 10982 18.2 2 D 60488 100
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Yo, 900

HEis Bxsellans

The Prims Minlgter,
e Lovy Eshkol,
Jerusalemo

Your Exoellancy,

Pollow'ng our Alsouseion with Your Exoells noy at your
ofrice, we have ths Lopour to submit harewlth the required Nemoranfum,
gonoerning the righta and Frhilagu n? our Opresk Orthodoxz Fatrlareha-
%o of Jeramalsm, whioh rights and privileges relate to the mast lmpore
tant Ecly Flaosa, such as ths Ohuroh of vfn Holy Sepulctrs with the
Iply Shrinea therein, Golgotha, %he Pomb of ouwr Lord Jesus Clriat ete.,
ths Basilisa of Bethlenem with ths Holy Orotto in 1t, ®hiah ia ths PFla=
¢o of ths Hativity of Jesus Chriet, ths Curob of (4 thaeoune, whare
the Toud of our Virgin Hary, the Pi.nnn of the Ascension on the Mount =
of O1ives, as well mna to the rest Holy Placos, svoh as Jroob's Well hpar
Yablus, the Place of Baptism near ths Jorden iiﬂr. Mount Tabor, in up=
per Gnhlu, where-our Lord ®was tranafigurated, Gimrohes und o er Ho=
1y Institutions, and to Lthe other rishts eaod privileger of our PFatrls
uhat-,‘[minh our Patriarobate snjoys from tho apolent tlmose

411 the ahove aps includad in tha exprasslon "STATUS
A0 G¥ TFE HALY FLaCc:=:", and for tols rsuann they ure incluied In tole

‘Memorandum, in W.ich are coegcrited and wuaiyzed in Lhe snortest posaibls

way the inaliema!le historils snd legal righta of owneranlp, poasssslon
anrt uas fon worship '3 the malin Holy 3hrines {n whioh our Patriardhate,
either solely or J intly with the other Lwo glallaglrmun Caxmnmition, the
Brotherhood of the Pranolscan Mathera ami Los Armenian Patrlarcbake, ia
mostly the proper woero

in topa pressnt Meworantim the rights of apecial ownere
stilp and pessesalon of the remalning doly Flacen, Monasterloas, Chm s
are 8lso mentionad, sa wsll aa the othar rights and privilegeas of
Patriarcheate, which relste to the rolations with ths Govern=ont, the —
Ohnrechas im ganaral,’tlie Christian Ooazmunities here, tha slergy and the
Commmity to its movalle and irmovables proparty and te ita afministra=-
tion eteo,

In eddltion, in ths pressnt Memorandum, whiob is divie
def into chapters on the one hand, tha history and ths evolutiom of the
:t.rufglu of our Patriarchate for salfeguarding and maintaln its poo~-
sossive riglts on the Holy Shrinss and 1ts various othsr r g end prle
vileges are specifioally and In short mentionsd, om ths othsr hand
legislative Acts of ths previous Soverslgn Gtates suoch as the Achtinames,
Qrdera, Firmans, Hattl Serifs, Laws, and Bera'ats of ths Patriarshs, a8
well aa the Infornatlional Treéatles und Deolslons of the League of Naviow
and ths Uplted NHatlons are mantisned. From thase tha lsgal bases, fra=m
tks point of view of ocmmon amd international Pgblle Right erlse. O&
these all ths above rights and privilegeas of the Greok Orthodox Patrlare
chate are based. ] .
Our Putrisrobate baesing its rights and privileges oa ¥
the above legal basls, asks nothimg morenor lees £hop what it has, WER .
aimply it is p-nﬂ{ {nterested in ths maintaimsnoe and respeod and -

f 1% owns amd possoassa axd we bollave & cadfagtly -
that the Btate of Israel agrees With va, that the above menbioned LASSS

. e



rusalem,
NBovember 7/80th, 1967,

(2)

are fundmmental and unshakables EBut if thas Jtate of Iaresel, as a mem-
ber of ths United Eatlons, lodépenfiently I'r= the above bases and in ad-
dition from a good disposition, ia ready to safeguard by an 0frielal
Aet the above rights and privileges of the Oresk Orthodox Patriarctate,
sur Patriarchate would favour the signing of an Agresment(Concordat)
between the State of Isreel and the Patr araLatﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂmtu
end privileges of our Patrlarchate asm they are stated in thes apeclal
Chapteéer of this NMemorandum, will be mentlonad elthar ms a whole, or in |
brief, leaving the dotalls for the new regulations, wileh will be drawn
up, and about which it la wmentloned in tlhs present Memorandim, In thia
Agreemont 1t should be provided, that sach of the two contractl Par=
tiea will have the :--1._:,.‘::‘tJ to place this Agrsemsnt 1n the 3eoretariat eof
the United Hationa for 1nfternatlonal recognition and for 1ts legal ocone
seQquences. Eelng underatood that by this proposed Asrosmant our Patri-
arahate aska =!mply the rengwal of the alresdy existing ipternmational
guarantes for the Holy 3hrines and tha rights and privileges of our Pa-
€rlarohgte, and thias suat not be sonfused with tha 1dea of the Llnterna-
tionelization of Jearussle=m or the Holy Plaosan, .

The preference of our Patriarchste to make auch an Agree-
ment must nut be underetood as a lack of trust in ths Oovermment of I--
rael, ho up todey.showed respect to tle linly Strinea and to tles cler s
in general, to ths rights and privileges ~f our Patriasreoiste and tie
Roligiogus Communities in general and full understanding tn all probleas,

but a foreslight for the futurae OGovermuents of Iarasl, wiich 1f not
internationally bound, 1t may not only Lrliang aboul any change, but may
ilso abolish sertaln esaential rights »~ _ur Patrlurohiate.

*As the Gresk Orthcdox Patriarciwuta lived snd soted for
ths beneflt .of this couniry speclaliy aad for ohristlanity and mhmanify |
in ganeral durlng the past 1B eenturles, ac at pressnt, 1t muat foreaee
for its sale living durlag the futdre csnturles,

s : ¥We Ao not doubt at ell ttat Your Exoceallancy through
your ll&lnl'&{ an! diplomatic ubility undarstands ths grsautnass of the
meaning and ths reperoussion of such an sgroemsnt on all the Christlan
and olvilized world, and whioh will be at the same time an Llatorls .
eventg o

With "best wishes and the assurance of owr distingulghsd
oonsideration, we redaln.

8’4 ademZey b‘t.[ ﬁ

¢” Benedlotos,
feek Ortiodox Patriareh
of Jorusalem,




MEMYORANDUM
Submitted to ths Jovernment of Iarael by the
Orasek Orthodox Patrlerchate of Jerusalems

he [.LsTORY OF THE PATRIANC.ATE 07 JEIUSATER

u—

m,.e Oreek Orthodox Patriard.ate ol Jerusalem 1athe oliea! and
sole ~poat-lle Patriarohute in Jeruaulem sand consbitutes ths uninter=
rupted and continuous hiﬂ:nr§ of the Nost Holy Chuarch of Zion, wilch
was estublished by Our Lord Jesus Curlst Himanlf um! is recogrized by
all the Clr:atlinn as ¥other of Churchea.

Alrs.dy from the Apostolle times, this Chirech having as ler flirst
3ishop Jacob the crother=-of=lod, Was knnwn aas the BElansprie of Jerus
. lem under the Metropolltaun of Caesarla of Pale atine up to 451 AeDe ‘.
thiis yesur the Fourth Oscumenical Couricll in Chalecedon proclalmed tnls
Blat.oprle into Patrlarcuate, promoted her [ ishop louvenallos to Patrl-
arch and defired exactly the boundarles and jurlsdieticn of the Patri-
archuts of Jerusalem,

mLa Council, in its VIIth uct, ratlrllec by the XIVtL act, empha=

alzed the reasons for proclilming this blaloorlc .nto Patriurchate, stas=
tins that the Holy Shrlnes be glven ripst pluce of bonour for all Chrlst-
fans, Jerusulem belnyg the Seat of the Kine »° Ceaturles. Thereicre the

reason for proalsiming tne Bis'wpric of Jerusalem lrto Patriarchate was
antirely due to the Holy Placeas, which gave birth to the satablialment
of the Ordgr of the Graek Monka, Wio lonked alfter LLem,

The Clmireh of Jerupulem, as Hislioprle ut [irgt and then aa Patriar=
chaté undsr the Oreek Hilarnia und Ler Patrlarcla and also the Oreek Hme
per ra of Byzantium from the Firat Emparor Constantine and his mothew
Ste Helena up to tha laat Zmperor, bullt magntiricent Churelies and Con=
vents on ths Holy Places, whiech Jesus Christ sancifled by His Lile

' earth, such as the Pluceo of Nutlvity 1in Retnlei..em, the Fluce of DeptE
} in the Jordan River,.Calvary, whare Ile was crucified, Hias Tomb whenoce
He rose from the deaf and the Hount of Olives, whenco He Ascanded to

Heaven and many other holy Placese

- ‘

The Byzantine Empernra generously sndowed thoss Churches and Con-
vents with lang, property and money. After the dilssolutlon of the By=
zantine Empire the Patrlaroha of Jerusalem with the Oreek Monks under
them, took over the full care and the malntenance anc cus tody of the
Holy Places, which they kept and malntalned throughout the centuries
with the monetary contributlon and help of tha Pious Oreaek Natlon,
which showed continuiusly reverence and interest for them. (Ureece, suce
ce®iing the Byzantine Emplre and contlnulng the action of the Graa& Naw=
tlon never ceased to show her protection and to glve moral support and
to apend considerable amounts of monejy for the needa, repalr and deco=
ration of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and other Holy Placase

The dlfferent Achtinames, Hatti Serifs, Opders, and Firmana of the
various Sultans and the Internatinnal Trratles speak about rights gli=
ven to the Greek Natlon(Natlion Grecjueor Roum Millet) l.e. rights of
interest In und proteection of the Holy Shrinss, which rights of the
Gresk Nation were exeroised turoughout the centuries by the Byzantine

-
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Emperors from the Arsd conqueat till the last Emperor of Constanti-

::ﬁ;i. during the forelgn oocoupation, Among them, Conatartine ¥ono=
8, Isssakios Angelos, Michasl Paflagon, Ha;nei Comnenos, Ioannis

Katakourlnos and others, will be etdarnally remsmbered. Evidence 1is

found in the inseoriptlone ¢nd mosalics exlating in the Basilica of thes
Nativity in Bethlsham.

Greece ulreudy from the time of bhar lndependence, tLaas been exer=-
claing the rights of the Greek Nation and has been partlcularly active
in ths last twenty years for ths benefit of the OGresk Orthodox Patrie
erchate and at her own expenses she undsrtook ths renovation and con-
struction and restoration of the parts exclusively bulnnglng to the
Greck Orthodox Patriarohata or comnonly to the threse Communities in
the Oburch of the Holy Sepulchre and thelr embelisbment sither by mo-
salcs or otherwise. Thla has been done with the help of Uresk profes=
sors and expertse The exeoutlon of these worka will finally cosat more
than one and a half million Pounds Sterling, u

The Patrlarchete of Jerusalem with the Order of the Ureek Monks
around 1t, which wos called in the old times "the Order of the Impor-
tant®, an. is now known under ths title "Brptherhood of the Holy Se=-
pulohre”, presorved, maintalned and guarded the Holy Places through
the dark centuries from every fore’zp atthcly such is the Perslan one
in 614 AD., end this with great sacrliice of plood and money,

«In 658 AeDp Jerusulem was oconjuered by the Arab Fhallf Omar Thne
El=fhattal to whom the then Greek Patriarch of Jerusalem Sofronilos as
Rgpreasentutive of the Emperor Heraclslos dal ivered the keys of ths Ho-
1y City of-Jeruaalem,

This glorious Khalif by his famoue Achtiname(Covenant Treaty bo=
twoen the Fatriarch and ths Politlcal and Religlous Leader of Islam),
which bs gave to tle Greek Patrlarch Sofrcnloe, on tha one band reco=-
gnised the already exlating Statws Juo of the sald Patriarohats, whigh
was based on the Holy Canons of the Cinirch snd Saored Lawa of the -
santine Emperora, which dealt with the privileges and rights of ow -
ahip of the Holy Plassn, on the Monasteries and the Clmrches and of
the internal government and the management of thalr property, and -
on the other hand he showed his generosity by granting to the 5htrinruh
of the Rpyal Netion"of the Oroeks very important privileges and rights-
which are mentioned in the said Achtinams, which proevidea inter allag-

The Greek Patriarch of Jerusalem is recognised as Owner of all
the HGlE Shrirfss, whiech sare inslde and outside Jerusalem (The Church
of the Holy Eapuiuhru, the Baslllipa of Hativity in Betblohsm eto.),
as well as of the Monasterles and Churches,

Proteotion 1s glven to the Monka, to ths Convents eand the Chur=
ches, a8 also to thes Nuns, the Prissts and the belisvers. Ths Patrie
aroh 1s recognized as the real Ethnarch and Spiritual Leader of the
Christians belonging to the Royel Nation and of ths same religion une
der hig Patrisrchal Jwrlisdlictione Respeot and honour is due to the
Fatriarch end hig Monkas, who should be alle to fulfil their dutles
vithout interference by the Authorities and the bellevera. And thes
Host Importantte The Patriaroh of the Royal NHation 1a recognized
and imposed to be first emong all Chriantians of his own nation amd

belisvers of any other Ohurch(Copts, Assyrians, Armenians, Latins, Ma=

ronites), who either stay in,the Pafriarchal Area or come’ from abroad
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es pillgrims. It is alsoe provided that ‘he Patrlarch and His Nonks
are free from any propertyetam, as the Royul Nation of the Urecks,
Upooelved the Orace from the Prophet®™, Thoy are free as well from a-
ny custom duties on land and sea. In addition 1t is provided that
the Chriatiens coming to worship in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
shall pey an obligatory contribution for the Fatrlaroh amounting to

1 1/8 drem of eilver(ths last is in abeyanoce), '

All ths above rights and vileges of the Oreek Orthodox Patrili-
arohato were respected and ratifisd by many Achtinames, Hattli Sexidp,
Pirmans and othar Deoeds 1nsuad by the subsaquent Rulers of Palestine
(Islamic Wetions, Arabs and lTurks)e These righta and EriTill o3 men=
tioned in the Luﬁtinnnn of Opar Ibn-BEleEKhattab, and ratified by stbse-
quent Aote(Achtinames, Hatti Serifs, Firmans of the Khallifs and Sultans)
constituted tke Foundation, on which the Oreek Orthodax Patriarchate
based ths atruggles 1t fought throu the centuries to protect ita proe-
perty, rights and privileges againat the efforts of tha existing Rell-
gloua Commmunitios such es Latins, Armenians and othsrs in tha Holy Shri-
nes, whioh communities olaimed many privileges and rights on the Hol
Placea for various and sundry reasons and of courase the Patrlarchat
bhad to fight also against the Natlona muipporting those Comminitieme.

T 1099 the Crusadsrs conquerad Jerupalem and eatablished the Ki.«-
deom of Joruselemy expnlled the Greek Patriarch, forbade him to stay in
Paluaténn and instead installed a Latin Patriaroh, In spite of alI
this o Oresk Holy=-lepul:-hre Monks did not Htuf to eelsbrate the Holy
Ceremoniea in the Holy Shrinea. The Latins having ths protection of
the EKingdom of Jaruuailn made some changes in the Churchsa o! the Holy
Places, but 4id not erect on them other Churches and Convents, because
at that time the Holy Shrines, the Convents wnd the Churches, as ereo-
ted and preserved by the Greek Patriarchate, tieir monks and the Byzan=
tine Emperoras, were in a very good statos OSome Churches, of non impor-
tant pllgrimege value, were built by the Latina, outsides the Yoly Shrl-
Nnése

The Crusaders' Kingdom of Jerusalem lrsted only 88 jearse

Tn 1187 Jerusalem waas conyusred by Salah Ed-Din who expelled ths
latin Crusaders from Pelestine and through the interventlon of the
peror of Byzantium Michael Angeloas, issued & apoclal Order by whioh
gave back ths Holy S¥rines to their legal owners l.os the Oroeok Patrl-
arch end the Greek Menks around him, according to the Achtiname of Om

In 1333-34 A.De the Latina, who Were expelled by Salsh-Ea-Din, star
ted to come bagk to Jeruselem gs Franocisecan Monks, through the inter-
vention of ths King of Naples Nobert with theSultan of E g 8o that
they may atay in the Church of the Holy Bepulchre and en Zion Hill,
PDE' Clemens VI saked the ror of Byzaentlum, John Eatakousinos te
let them stay sidfely in the 1y Land, and the Emperor wrote to ths
Groek Patrilarch of Jerusalem Lazaros on tha subjeote

Tha Bmperors of Byzantium maintained very good relations with the
Mamelouks and showed tgnir great interest for the Patriarehs of Joru=
galca and for the Holy Shrines. Only whem the Patriarch of Jerusaloem
Athdnasslies eslked ami recefved from the Oonqueror of Constantineple
Mohamed an Order confirming the rights of the Oreek Natlon on the Ho-

1y Shrines, according to the Ashtinsme of Omar El=Ihatted, the Mame=-
louks changed end started %o Dgpﬂli the OGreskse Howaver Ehul;qug:-
sd

sty onded very socoa and in 161
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guhnn of ths Conqueror 3elim(Souleiman Esnouni), who renewing the
eks in their legal right

doer of his grundfather, re=pstablished tha Ore

Besideas ths above Order there 1is a great nupber of other Asts, lo-
gued by the Sultans later on and by which the rightas of the Oreelk iﬁtri-

erochs on the Holy Places and the othar privilege
rusalem wore ratified.

The Turkish conquest lasted exactly 400 yearse Durinﬁ this long
r

gurind of the Turkish rule the atrugcles of t

heir Oreek Monka around trem reachsd thelir peak, because tbe ¥panocis-

gana, who returned to Jerusalem during the Mamel

the Armenians, atarted to claim ownershlp.on the Eoly Shrines and did

not hesltate En use moanna, lawful or ynlawfu

owners of the Holy Shrineas, the Oreeks, for their purposaso Brenoe

showed its direct interest for the Latina, The
fluentlel people of thelr nation, who were aft th
ferent Sultens of the Ottoman Emplres

Besides,France and European Powers such as

1and and othera supported tha Latines and azkei that the ownership of

the Hply Shrinea(Chureh of ths Holy Sepulk hre, B

ty Bethlehem, Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Jethpemans ) be
given to ths Iatinse Ths Greeks were at first supported by Tsarist
Russiae Turkey, either for political reasonsa An

re, was forced to issue Orders, sometires in fav
times of the Orecks and mometimas of the Armenia
an etb etd Jlood of Orders and Firmans rutifyln%
agalpst thie Latina or the Greeks. Ths enumerat
a buge bodk.and for thls resaaon 1t 1a omitted.
is necessary to mention gertaln Orders, Tre.tles
malks- clesr the position end righta of ecach Rellg
Holy Shrinese

After many sustained efforts and atrug;ilea
Prance, Turkey was forced to make a Treaty with
orders end Firmana. This Treaty waa o gned in 1
rigots of the Latin'Monks on the Holy Shirines en

pilgrima to Palestinoe Stepa taken by the French Autusasdor Cesy to-

werds the Sultan in }825 A<De resulted in the 1a

Oorder which recognized the legal ownership of the Latina on the Hnig

Shrines. Othsr Orders followed from 1631 A.De W
eltber ratified or anrulled the rights of the Lu

The defent of Turkey in the war againat Ave
vided France with a favourable opportunity of as
Pirmen in the year 1689 A.De This Firman gave t

end the arches in the Chuxreh of tha Holy Sepule hre, the Flace of the

Stons of Unotion, balf of Golgotha, the right to
Holy Tomb end the Holy Orotto in the Basilica of
furkey etprossed ber grief to the them Greek Pat
the injustioce done to the Oreeks and at the s ame
ghb soted under pressurdo

The Treaty of Karlovits in the year 1699 ADe implied the final

delivering of the Holy Shrires to the Latins. H
sentative of ths Sublime Porte, Alexandros EBavro
ennul thess plans andin the year 17C0 A«De be as
presentative, who showed interest in ths Oresks,
will return the Holy Shrines to the Gresks, onl

Fatrisrchs of Jeruselem with the cooperation of’

gtantinople,

3 of the Churoch of Je=-

Greok Patriarchs and

ouka' rule, as well as
1, against the legal

Armenlans had very lm-
o sorvice of ths d'

Venice, Austria, Po=

asllica of the Natlv:

4 interests or presmi=
our of ths Latina, some
ns, and so there Was
or annmulling for or
on of these would rill
On th% other band it
and <irmans, which
tous Community in the

of ths Ambassadors of
Franocs and ipsue

604 AsDe regard [
d the fres entry of

suing of a Sultanio

p to 1740 101}-,']511
tins on the Holy Shrin

tria in 1638 ADe pro=-
king Turkey to issue a
o the Latins two veult:

offer tholir mass in ¥
Nativity in Bethlehem
riarch Dosl theos for
tiss oconfossed that

owever the Greek Repre

kordstos wae able %o
sured the Russien Re-
that the Sublime Port

by the efforta of :
the Patriarchs of Oom-
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thom the Holy Bhrines, ease ves brought against them and it waa pro=-
ved that this Order was 1lgoued on the basis of an untruthful presenta-
tion of the eares In the year 1735 ADo on Order was ismued whieh ane
nulled the previous one and ratified the rights of the Oreeka,

In the year 1740 AcD. a Treaty was made betweon Turkey and France.
By this Troaty the position of the Latina in the Holy Bhrines was strer
ghthened. But in tho year 17E7 A.De the Order of the Bultan Omman the
Third was lscved by which after detailed examinstion of all the preblem
of the Holy Ebrines, they were again returned to their legal owners, t
Oreckas, eccording to the Achtiname of Opar El-EKhattadb and the Orders of
Elli.n{énuleim ounl) and the other Sultens. In this Order of Osman
III tha rights of ownershlip of both Greeksa end Latins are olearly dpe
fined., By this Order of 1757 A.De the righta in the Holy Bngulnb.ru
which ths Latins had previously taken over, weras glven back to the
ez well as ths Chursh of the Blessed Virgin Mary at OGethsemane and
Easilioa of the Nativity in Bethlehem, end a Greek Monk was placed in
tha HoJ'.S Tomb as permanent ardlan of the Holy Tomby, Tha Order of
1767 AeDo which was ratifled also by the suvecessor of Osman Moustafa IT
formed tbe Meginning of the perlod of the Itatus Quo af the Holy Ple~%s

'&h the year 1809 3ultan Mabhmoud lassued an Order whish gave the
Greocks the right of reastoring the Chuoeh of the Holy Sejulchre whiah
was Purned in the previous year, this in apite of ths stubborn opposi-
tion of the Lutins and the Armeniasne, and in the year 1810 A.Ds ths B~
dicule was buillt by the Ureekz, The Oresk inseriptions on the walls
of the Edleculeo(inalde and outalde) exisiing to thie day testify that
it was bullt by the CGrecks and with money of the Plous Ureek Naticn,

The Russian Consul K. Vasilis, who vismited ths Church of the Holy
Sepulahre at that t!me, descritied the restomation of the Churech es a
miracle of the falth of the Groeksa,

In spite of all this the Latins and the Armonians cdld not eea
to dlaturb the Oreeks and contlinued thelr efforta to ochange the Status
wuog HNeny serioua quarrels snd contentions took place smong these thre
Commnities and the ,Buropean Powers, Prussia, England,Prance, Amstria
and Russia ecntimued making different plans for the protection of the
Holy Places, however without success. Ths Quarrels between the said
threo Communities and the struggle between them for ths Holy Shrinea
and E:rtinulu:-lj for the stolen Star of tho place of the Nativity of
Our Lord in the Grotto of Nativity in Bethlehem, contributed to the
breaking out of the Crimean War. Because of these Guarrels France
asked for the exesution of the Treaty of 1740 A D.p but Russia epposed
thigs Confronted with this situatiom Turkey issued a Firman in the
year 18052 AD, and another completing thill’{n thoe year 1853 AgDe, DY
which the rights of ownership, pos-ession and worship delonging to the
OGreeks, ths tins and the Armenians, are defined. These F pro=-
vided that "every thing that ths Oreeks, the Latins and ths Armenians
ha“‘ either in ecommon or in private, wlll remaln forever as at pre=-
sont. .

After ths end of the Crimesan War the Conference, which was eone

venad in Paris in the year 1866 AcDe undertook. the study of the Er--
blem af the Statwe Quo inm the Holy Places, whish was then ratified on
tho basls of the Pirmens of the years 175% AD,, 1862 AD, and 1883

AdcDe * A

-

Tho last Pirman(of 1A83) prevides !nter aliase

Eut the stromgest of my(Sultan's' wis.es is that tbe abpses are’’
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wigh that the spiritual rights given to the clergy of my true subjecta
of ths Oreek Religion by my gzloricus encestors, confirmed and bept du=-
ring my reign, be protected by all mesns agairst any infringement. The
peme with ths Churches and the Conventa 1n my Eingdom, whieb belong to
them, the landa, the property, end the other Religlous Institutions gi-
von to the elergy and at leat the imrunities and coneessions of such
kind, which are mentlorsd in the Bera'ats, which contain the anolent
privileges of the Patriarch and the Metropolitans",

The Conference whalch was corvened in Ferlin 1u the year 1878 AJD.
reaohad tho seme declszlon and by ths €2nd clduse of the Agreemesnt pta-
ted that no change could be effected either in the Status Qun of the
Holy Flaces or in the political rizhts and privileges of tha Religlous
Inliitutlnnj[Pntriuruhltll, Brotherhoods, Monaatlie Orders otc).

A similar decislop wams taken the League of Nations when t ar
date of Palentine wes given to (reat Eritain. The Nandatory Fower had
no right to o e or ennul ths Status wuo of the Hglg Places or the
rights and privileges of tim Heligious Communltlies. This was rea. "ilrme

. by the United Nationa in thelr decisiona of the years 1947-10b60e

Jnnd thus the Status -<uo of the Hely Pluces and the Holy Sbrinss 1®
goneral and tke blgtorical Ilnaliernable rigiuts and privileges of the
Ureek Orthodax Patrlarchate in the Holy Pleces, based and founded on tE
Aebtinems of Opar Ibn El-Ehattab and on Fireuna snd Orders of ths 41fr¢

- rent Sultans, .the Lav of the Patriarchate of tha - sar 1ATb AJDe snd the
??ﬁh Patriarotgl lsra'ats 1ssued successively, receiveu lntermational wall-
CLA ditye .

“.‘

™

;ﬁ}f"J Be ~ ° IME PATRIARCHATE A: LEGAL PERSOR

The Greek Orthodox Patrlarehote of Jorugulem 1o alas namsd Pﬂ..-
arohate of Jerusalem or Orthodox Patrlarchate of Jerusalem or Brother-
Lood of the Loly “epulchre "Aghiotapbitiki Adel photia®, or Holy Commu-
nity of the Ho Sepulchre, or simply the Holy Se;ulehra or Oreek Cone
ventes These numes are ldentical and ell refer to the Patriarchats, =hi
ls a Legal Person in Law, owhAing movable and immovatle property and . !
able to acquire same inside the 3tate or alroad,

& 1 3
The Patrierchate is also antitled to receive sontributions and to
exorcine all rights.

It 1s well understood that wvhen the various Deorees, Firmans, Or-
dern, Laws ani Fera'ata eonferred on ths Grerk Patrlarch rights of owne
ship on the Eoly Shrinea, Monaateries, propertles or rights of inheri-
tanse, succession eto. or rights of exemptlion from taxes, of immumity
end so on were conferred not on Him(the Patriarch) personally, but on
the Oreck Orthodox Patrlarchste of Jerusalem, i.ec on the Legal Persor
of 'the Patriarchate, of whom the Patriasrch is the Head end the Reprepe:
tative, in pddition to those rights and privileges, wuish, it 13 well
vnderstood, weréd conferred on the Patrlarch personally, suoh as the Pa-

triarchal Office and its funetloning, as Offlocer of the Btate, becaussd
of ths Bera'at, as well as the right to lmpose disoiplinary and scole=
slastioal ponaiti-l to lessen or cancel thems A speolal parasgraph of

this Heworaddum will deal with this matter, But in any csse it must Dde
stressed bsre, that ths Patrlareh 1s the Highest Authority of the Chuye
and the Person logally recognised and through Him all the rights and.

privileges of the Putrlarchate are exercised and on this point the yige
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£ the Patrierchate, as Legal Person and the perscral righta of the
s:.t.rlu-ﬂh are (ongruent.

The Patriureh 18 also tha Superier of the Erotherbood of the Ho=
ly Sepulebrs, being elected by her. Thia provea, that the prevalling
character of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem 1s Monasterid ,

The Oreek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem sa the Highest Rsll-
fous and Eoclesiastical Lutharitg; which dates *back to the earliess
hristian eenturles, kept as 1ts #8le prineiple fillowing the teache

dngs of the Basterm Orthodox Churoch, peace, love, tolerance, coexisten-
e¢e in harmony, neutrality in political affairs. The Chureh has a -
ral obligation to pray for the peasce of the world and the unity of .

The Oreeck Orthodox Patrierchate has always compllied with the abo-
ve principles, and avoided carefully to interfere in galitinnl affairs,
fop whose gettlemsnt othors were competent. Jeverthelesa tLe Patriare
chate pr-lnhinf ths prinoiple of ths oatablishment of peace with Jus-
tice bere and in all the world, was strongly interested in the protes-
tion %f the Holy Flecea, of a1l the Religliouvs Comprmunitiea hare, Christ-
fen, Islemio and Jowish and never withdrew from this principle, wity
whigh ths Patriarchate is being ococmplied.

Ce= THR RIQLTS AND PRIVIIEGRS OF THE PATRIARCHATE AMD_THE PATPIARGH

_Though the rights and privileges of the Patriarch and the Patri-
aerobate, &8 it was explalned above, are stated 1n the Achtiname of O=-
mar Ibn El-Khattab, 1n subgequent Sultanlec Pirzmna, Orders, Hattl Sg=-
rifs, waioh ratified the sald Aehtiname, in other laglalative Actas
Judgmsntas of the High Courts of tha Ottoman Empire, as well as 1in
Lew of 18765 and in the Patriarchal Bera'ats and in the general oustom
and were ratified by International Treatles and Degolalons of ths Lsa-
gue of Hatlons and qf the United Natlons(8f the yeara 1947=1940) yet
1t was conaidered necessary and useful that these rights and privile=~
ges should be specially describad im this Memorandum so that whoever
studies them may be faclliteted. '

. [

These rights and privileges, whioch may be relevant to matters
eoncerning the Government, the Religious Communities, ths Commmunity of
the Patriarchate and the Clnr ches im gensral are the followingi=

1) The Fatrlarch is the Head of the Autoscephalous Olureh of Jeru-
selem(ieos of the Patriarchate), snd Her Lialson with the other Easter:
Orthodax Autocosphalous Clmrches and the Churches in general, with whom
thoy are eonnected ddogmatiecarlly on the basls of the teachings of our
Iord &nd the Apestles , the Holy and Sacred OUanona and the Decilsiona
and Orders of the Sgven Occumenical Synods and of the Holy Traditlon.
He 1s administratively independent(together with the Hpoly Brotherhood
around Him), ;

£) The Patriarch is the Head of all the Holy Shrines, which eithe:x
belong @xclusively to the Oreek Orthodox Patriarchate or are poestssed

in common with ths othar two Religious Oomminities(Franciscans and Ar-
esnians) nqg He bas the mabsolute authority, te regulate either alone

or with Ghe oly S8ynod arcund Him end golve problems relating to ths *
Eoly Shrinss of imternal paturs, such as problems of ministry, ad=inist
tiom, erganiiation apd in shjch erxternal interference is mot permitted.
Hop, asssisted by the mombers ¢f the Brotherhood of the Hely Si I 0
' . T .
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porforms the religious eeremonies and Holy Servises in ths Holy Shrine
eccording to ths existling Status uo.

S5) The Patriarch is the first among the other Patriarshs ia Jeru-
:alg? and the Representatives of Christian Communities at the offiscial
meetingse

4) The Patriarch 1m Synod aojulres, administers and dlaposes with
an abpolute right all the movable and Immoveble property, whethsr it 1
registered in the name of the Greek Orthodox Patrtarﬂm{a,iﬁrﬂthurhaod
of the Holy Sepulchre, Holy Community of the Holy Sepulchrs, Oreek Com
vent or simply Holy Sepulchre) without any external interference elths
from the leity or from the Government, and without any control on the
Budget of ths Patriarchate. The Patrlarch lagally representas the Pa
t=iarchate of Jerusalem before anz Avthority bere or abroad, in ma
tors., He haa ths right to appolnt plenipotentlary reprosen ltl‘r:.i

8) The Patrieroh has the exolusive right of administering propert
and everything dedicated to the Churches or the Phllanthrople Instltu-
tions. To ths Fatriaroh are subordinate all the Orthodox Monasteries,
Clurches, cemsteries, found in the Patriarochal jurisdioetion, amchoola,
olulis, sooletien, som-unal end Ecclsnsinstiocal Committeos, whiloh are 1p
polnted, subordinate and controlled by liime

“ 8) lgbndfu: elergymin or layman, living bere or coming from abroas
ean build & oburch, a chapel, a coavent, a dependenoy of sonvent, witi
out obtalning prior written licence from ths Patrlarch,

7) Only ths Patriarch represents before ths Government the Commu-
nity of all christlans belonging to the Ureek Orthndox Patriarshate ir
all her matters, unless He authorigea somsbody elao.

8) The Patriargh moves fresly herso and abroad for viaiting Mona=-
ateries, Churches, His @emmrity or for any other reason, such as for
collection of nmaa, contributlions eto. .

. 9) The Patriarch protects iils Community from converslon or any
othar pres-ure, k

is free, ae well as the worahip 1n the Holy Shrines and the Churehas,
or ocutalde such as the religious processions, the funerals etc, whi
must .be perfermed without hindrance and under the protection of the
aotate,

11) The Patrisrchate bhas the right that His property will not be
violated ur_ﬂxproprintad.

12) The Patriarchate is exempted from taxes on its movable and im-
movable property, as 1t was sancéioned by the Ottcmen Empire expounded
and applied by the Mandatory Goverument and the State of Israele

- | N
.:/é 10) The acoceasz of pllgrims to the Eoli Places fram all the world
41 J
f

. 18) The Patriarchate is exsmpted fram custom duties and taxes on
all vhat is imported fer ths maintenance of the Monks and Nuns or for
the use of the. Honasterieas, Churches or Phllanthropic Institutions,

J14) The Patrlarchate is consldered as EXTERRITORIAL and the Patri.
aroch with His Officisls enjoy dlplomatie lmrunity.

L

18) Tho Patriarchate has its own ﬂnE and holsts it on the Patri-
archal Building, Monasteries end immovable Propertles, es well as on

ite carse %
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16) The Putriarchate is sutonomous and self=guverned on the basia
of the Eoly and Sacred Canons of ths Eastern Orthodox Churoh and tha
Ordinances, wilch it draws and the State approves for the internal or=
ganization and administratlon of the Patriarchate, concerning the eleoc-
tion of the Fatriarch and the Locum Tenena, the recognition and appro=
val of thelr ulection, the elecotion of Archblahops, the composition
of the Synod and its functioning, the Erotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre
the bringing and enrollment of Novices, Monks, Nuna and olergymen, the:
promotion, thelr disclpline etc,

17) The Patriarchate has the right to inherlit, as the sole and ex=
clusive heir of the deceaced Monks of the Brotherhood, and single gler:
gymen of any rank, as well as the nuns, ?

*  Tha Patriarchate 1s not liable for the private debts of a
coased monk or nun except for debts lncurred by them with the consent
of the Patriarchate and to the extent of the property inherlted by the
Patrierchate from the deceased monk or nun, ua the case may be. Byt
in no case- shall tha Patrlarchate be called upon to settle the debts
of a:deuaaaad monk or nun out of the assets of the Patriarchate

18) None of thae Members o the Brotherhood of thes Holy Sepulchr=
ean “dispose by will or donation, sell, mortgage etc. his prnpart{,
which he acquired after Lls enrollment to the Brotharhood and which
according to the Holy Canons of tho Church beleongs to tha Brotherhood,
unless ha has nrlor permlission of the Patriarch or the Patriarch 1n
Synod to.do sop~ethervlae hle act(cale, mortgage) ls vold,

19) The Put. > .rehate h.s tha right of administering Jjustice im pri.
vatd Courts, excluslvely or otherwlse, in matters of personal Status
of its own congregation or of otker Ortlodox Christlans, 1.0 for be-

trothal, murrliages, divorees, alimony, wills, maocesslon, bequests
ﬂ!‘n
ich ia contalne

trustees .lp, puardianshiip, adopLlon, sstabllishment and administra
of Weqfs, etceon the bazls of the Byzantine Law, wb

‘n the Re;lsters of the Hereditary Famlly Law of i, Xaravokyros, as
it was applled ab antlquo, ithe Patrlerch having the right to appolint
the competent Court, in case of emer;e.cy or contest of couw,etence.

20) T-e Monks and the clercy of every rank recelve apeclal treat-
courts, if they are ocalled as witnessea, giving an oath
The Patriarch 1is not sum

~ted to take the o..h

in the Eccleslisticsl Courts »or authorities.
moned in tle Conrts 13 a v!i*ness an? mar nnt he

21) The Patriarchats has the right to teanh the Chrlstlan relizlon
to the children of 1ts Com unity 1n private scliools and to malntain,

close or open achoola for '‘em.

22) The ,Patriarclhiate has ab antiguo the right to bring Greek stu=
dents from abroad for the Patriarcihel Schools(Primary and Secondary)
far educating them and preparing them for the Brotherhood of the Holy
3epulchre, and othor lMnan.atdrles.

£2%3) The Patriarch with full rizht 2lone or in Synod imsoses penan=
ces and eccleslastical or disciplinary punlshments on the gullty Mponks
and the clergy of any rank, married or alngle prileatsa, wiho are under
his Jurlsdigtion or lie grants tiiem a total or partlial pardony

24) The. Patriarch executes all the Declainna of the Synod, rela=
ting elther to the internal government of the Patriarchate anfl the Mgo=
nasterles in general or the adminiastratlon and the diseiplina, The =
atate by proper means, 1f need be, holps the Patriarch in the exeouti
of His decisions and tham e of the Synod, Al
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so1425), 109 Yonks ang the elerey of AMn"¢hs’ PBiica; 58 FERLoTe T
Civil Authorities, no seurch on taem being permltted.

26) No one of the membera of the Patriarcliate or the Monaaterles
is errested, without the permisalon of the Patriarche

E?s No punlghment iz 1lm osed unon a monk or c¢lergyman of any rank
married or alngle, who lLias com.ltted & erima, before ﬂ? is Judﬁud by
the Patriarch or the Patrlarech In Synod and legal ateps are taken a=-
galnst him for defrocking or degradlng Lim' according to thes seriouss
ness of the crime. Any Monk or ¢lergyman 1f be ls not defrockad or
degraded 1is lkept in special prisons or 1f need be, he ia closed up
in a Yonastery.

20) Defamation, insults, mockery etce agalnst the Patriarch ff =

Reiigioun Head, orally or in writin% by the preas or otharwlse are
forbldden and are punlshed by the State.

29) Questions anu Sli'ierences among the varicus Communitles cone=
cerning the Eoly Shrines are settled not in conrt, but adminlatratly
1 hi he "rime Miniaster's 0 fice, oOr bg the Adminlatrutive antliorlit
nSpo nted by Mim, as ab antlguo by the Sublima Porte.

. 30) The Patrlarchate has ths rlght to keap forelgn currency, be-
cause 1t hac Dependencles and Exarchates abroad.

The prinoiple of the autonom of the Chureh in her internal mat
ters clearly recognized was inclun~ d tn the T"reaty o. :erlin as foll

¥phe freedom and the externul ex-oreaalon of evary Lol; worship
are saferuarded to all subjasbs ol the Ottoman Em-lrs and no pressur
is permitted im the hierarchal organizutlon of the Airferent rellglo
Cormmunities in thelr relatlons ta the proper apiritual Zeads and no
change or alteratlion is permitted in the loly Flﬂﬂﬂﬂ“ (Clause 682 of
the Treaty)e

Ag regards the spiritual problems and the ilnternal ndmlnLJ!!a-
tion of the Chumch, it must be mert loned, that the Monustle syatem i
fs impoasible, through the centurlea, according to the Holy Sacred
Laws, the interference of the laity in lts Covernment and the adml-
nistration of its propertye.

Durinz the tlmes of the Byzantine Emperors the ¥omothatieal
Authority, which was unlted with the authority and the position of
the Emperor, never entsred in the cycle of the Bocleslastioal rela=-
tions, remaining forelgn to the statement of the dogmas of falth, t
the worsulp snd to the editing of Law. That authority bad only the
right of declaring the dogmas accepted by the Church as absolutely
cbligatnrg; having the form of politieal laws.and of giving to the
laws, either by approving them or by publishiag them, full affects

The Heads of ths Church govern the matters of ths Church with
. the Synods around them without any intervention of the State, whileb
gives support to them only, aceording to the proolamatlion of the
Emperor Constantine the Ureat, mads to the First Oecumenical Counocl
in Nicasa, by which "the Emperar 1s King of the external(political)
end the Fatriarch of ths intermal(the Eecleslastical)®s But the Be

oclealastisal Authority from the very beginning had the right to dec
in BEoolesiastical matterme There were oourts near the Synods with
exzelusive jurisdiction, which Judged the clergy, oxcept {n

was politicel or eriminal, declding also ths casea of Personal Sta
" EN0)\ The political Authority helped through the proper means in the

Lt g tion of the decisions of the Ecclesiastlical Courtee

.
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This situation of tha Eastern Ortnodox Church } -
maintained. A8 recards matters of Euuluaian'lcul-paﬁitgﬁgiygr?ggg

they send thel- decisions to the politiecal authority for execution,

The Hi-hest Representatives of the Ecclasiaastieal Authority al-
80 have the right within the limits of their authority, without any
speclel relatlon to the Govermment, to ls.ue rejulations and Ordinane
ces coneerning the different aspects of 1ife. In eddition, during
this time the Patriarchs took care of the schools and had the right
to take care of the spiritual and ethioal progress of the prople,

Dem THE HOLY SHRINES DURING THE PAST AND THE PRESENT TIMES

The Holy Shrines and the righta of the Christlan Religloua Cop=
munitiea in them during the past centuriss and eapscially during
Ottoman Empire were the sulject orf dealings and strong contention a=
mong ‘the powerful States of Europe and Turkey, and so acecording to
the pressure of the Great Powears on Tarkey and the pursued purposes
by them the Holy Shrines and the rights of Christian Religious Cor =
nitlea in them used to change owners and this was againast the intereat
of the Oresk Orthodox Patriarchate, the owner of the Holy Shrinea.

J'Tha Interna‘lional Treatles of Parls and Berlinm -ut an end to the
above quoted contention and thus the Status <uo wan ratified gs 1t was
defined by the Firmana of the Ottoman Em ire in the yeura 1852 and 185
Sinoce them differences Eraw up 1n the Holy Shrinea as resards the right
in them of théd different coeintereated Christilan Commmunities, w.ich
differences were settled administratively by tho Govermmant,

During the time of the Mendatory Covernment the League of Nations,
b! 2 declislon and by an order given to that Uovernment for the sdmini-
stration of Paleatine deflned the limits of this juriasdiotlon and fore
bade her, to interfere and malm any change sither in ths Status <ug.of
the Holy Places or in the rights and privileges of the elizious -
nitles,

By the Declsions of the United Na‘lona during the years 1947,1948,
and 1949-1950 1t wae defined, that not only no clenge 13 permitted y
the Govermment in thes above Status Quo, but thalr malntenance was im=
poseds Am 1t 18 known these declslons concerned Jordan and ths State
of Iarsael,

. »

It 1s true and noteworthy that Jordan during the times of the
late King Abdullah, who through his right judgment repaired the big
Dome of the Holy Sepulahre, wiich was burfit, at his omn expense, with=
out any change or claim to the Status <uo, as well as during the Reign
of King Husseln the Status Quo in the Holy Places and the rights of
ths OGreek Orthodex Patriarchate and the other Christlian Communities
¥ere reppected and protected, although there were certain tenslona
gnd arbztrary desires of politlocal factora, internal and externsal,
for stirring them up, the prudence of King Huaseiln prevalled.

| Now the political situation here has changed and by Ood's will
! the 01 City and sll the Holy Flacea here are under Israel, whieh

| respected tga Holy Shrines and the Eoly Places and gunuraltj the
Churcbes, the Monasteries etc., and ecarefully avolded to damage or
barm them dyring tbe war, and on the othar hand it showa not only abe
solute respect and protection to the Holy Shrines and to the Holy

1 o -
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m?liu s in genersl, but an eager disposltion to enlarge the rifhll and
i vileges of ths Religious UCcmemnitiles, such as the Diplomatie Impunie
i‘f;' the use of foreign curremay for dnniingu abroad eto. and thias iz a
| great honour to the State of Israel.

Bee HOLY SHRINES, HOLY PFLACES, CHURCHTS MONASTERIES BELONGING
EXCINS Y TO THE PATRIARC

The Greok Orthodox Patriarochate of Jerusalem i1s greatly interested
in the fimm maintenmnoe of the Status Quo of the Holy Flaces and 1itas
rights and privileges, because eithsr in private or in common with She
Guatnﬁ{anf the Holy Land of the Franciscans and the Armeniar Patriaroha
to it has ownershlp, possescion and use for worship in the Holy Shrines)
either in the Church of the Holy S8epulechre, whare thare is (o tha
the Tomd of our Iord with the Ho Places in 1t, or in the Basilie

. Bethlehem, where there ia the OGrotto of the Hlt{vity ef Christ, in th
semane, where there is the Tomb of the Bleased Virgin Mary and on the
Mount of Olives, where there is the Flace of Ascenslon and im all thage
Holy Plaoces the Status Quo la atriutlI applidd, as it 1s described &
ths Reglsters of the Religlous Cormunlties oconcerned, in the Book of
Cuat ths verious Agreements 6f the Three Oreat Commminities, in the
rolative CGovermmental Prograummes, in the habits and customse

“In addition ths Oraek Orthodox Patriarohate has the sole and absoe
1ute owmershipn, possession and use of ths following Holy Flaces, Conven

and Churohgsi=
a) In the 01d City of Jerusalem and innlde its wallate

. 1).8t¢ Constantine's & St, Helen's Convent. This ia the principal
Convent of ths Patriarshate and here is found the Brotherhocd of the

Holy Sepulehres

. Next to this Convent armd communicated with it . the {lulpa.!
of the Greek Orthodox Patriarshate im situated, whoreln the See of the
Greck Orthodox Patriarch is.
L

In the above mentioned Convent tha Chapels of Bt, Thekla and 8te
) % Dematrios with the Semingry in it are found as well.

Dependenacy of Blessed Virgin Mary,

Ste Jamea Cathedral.

8%, Mary Magdalens's Chapel

40 Mortys' rol »

3te Haralambos Convent

Ste John ths Baptist's Oonvent

3te Arochangel .C¢onvent

fAite Nicholaa'  Convent

O%e Thaodore's Convent

8te Goorge's Convent(Jewish Quarter)

8to Deorge's Convemt

Sty Oatherine's Oonvent

ity 8 idon's Oonvend

8%o Hiecdems's Oonvent :
Frigen of -Christ'e Convent {a
8te-dnne's Convent

Ei Patrifirceh Abresham's Convent

— LB e T —— e i L
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17) Bte Basil's Oonvent
18) Blsssed Virgin Hary'a lunnarrilugnli Faraghia)

19) Blugsed Virgin Mary's Runnery
20) 8t Efthymios' Hunnery
21) 8t, Fanteleimon's Hunnery

Seydanaya)

b) In the New Oity of Jerusslem and 1ts efvirommert

2) 8Ste 8%efanos's Convent

5) Vird Calilaiei on Mte of Olives Church anu Private Residence
of th) Oreek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusaiem.

4) Bte Slmson'a Oonvent (Eatemonas)

6) Bely Cross' . Uonvent

§) Bely Zion Convent
8to Geuvrge's Ohureh .

T
: L In Hikiforia
8) Hered's wives Tombs)
9) Prophet Elisa's Convent

1! Bt.0noufrios's Convent

o) In the erea held by Israels=

; i) Ohureh of the Forefathers)
)Beilt Bahour

2) Ohureh of the Shepherds )
5) Theodossios's Convent
4) 3%o Savvaa's Lavra
) Thres Clmroches of Blessed Virglm Mary, Ste Nicholas and
@ty Archangel (Beit Jal)
6) Ste Ggorge's ﬁnntent (Beit Jalla Ehade
- 7) A nevly built Chureh and Kunnery (Bethany
8) Chureh of Prephet Iliseaios and Convent Jerlcho
o) Convent & Chureh on the Mount of Temptatlcon (Hear Jericho)
10) St, George's Convent Hoszeba on &t Je
" galem=Jeri ro
11) 8%, Jorm the Baptjist's Convent Eﬁivor Jordan
. 12) 8t Gerassimos'as “onvent Noar Jericho)
4 ' 15) Chureb of Fhriass's Transfiguration (Ramallah)
14) Jeoob's well Coamvent (Nablus)
16) St, Porphyrioas's Clurch and Convent Gaza)
18) 8to Eatherine's “opvent on 81inai Sinal Desert)

The Archbishop of Sinal 1s ordained by
the Patrierch of Jerusaleme

d) In tho rest of the 3tate of Israclte

ll Convent and the Chursh of the Annunciation Nasareth)

2) Conveont and 86 George's Chureh Acre)
5) Oonvent and Omureh of Christ's Transfigura-
tion ¥ount Tabor)
¢) Convent end Sty Thomas's Clnmroh Eafr Kanna)
' 6) Convemt end 8te Paul's & Ste Peter's Church (Tiberias)
6) Convent end Prophet Eliza's Chureh Halfa)
7) Convent and 8te George'a & 8te Arobangel's
Churehes (Jaffa)
E; Oonvent and St, George'as Cimrch i!llllh]
9) Ocnvent and Ste George's Clureh Lydda)




A%:I. these Convents are clearly Oreelk in their composition and
character.

In eddition the Oreek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem has a=
bout 80 Churches in ths State of Israsl and in the area of the Went
Bank of Jordan for wors and ths religious needs of 1t F-aplu.
It elao has 456 Community Lolools(Elemsntary and Bnunndu-r’ or the o=
Cucatlon in general and the teaching of the Orthodox Religlon of its

people.

In addition the Patriarchate has Churches ant schosls in Jordan,
o2 woll ms offlioclel Hapuuntntiunn{ﬁ:unhltal] 4. Grecce(with the
geat in Ath®ns), in Turkey(with the seat in Conatintinople and the

igland of El}'bﬂlildlk in Russia(in Mosoow and Taiganion), which at tk
prosent time Jlo not funotion and slsevhere.

B, DOTIRS OF THE PATRIARCHATE ARD HIS MORAL (BLIGAT I0NS

‘The Hply Shpinea, wherein the Patriarch assirted by the "Aghiota-

1£1k1 Adelforis® performs all the rellgious ssrvices ascezding to the

isting Status o, eoncerning the manner and tire, bave ne 1:3:1
character, but pafisiristian end panorthodox, because they conaitdte "Ne
cradle of Utu‘intinnit{; Mllliona of Orthodox Christians all over t.o
world have turned thelr eyes and hearts to thane Hﬂl{ Shrines of Olria-
tienfitye These Orthodox Christisna mll over the world look with pride
upon the Chureh of Jerusalem, as mother of Churches and recognise the
UGreqk Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem am the Soversign of the Holy
Shrines end thelr vigilant guardien and show thelr great interesst and
eoming for worghip to these Holy Flaces pay thelr tribute of reverence.
On the other hand the Ureok Ortbodax Patrisrshate of Jerusalem consi-
ders it sa a Holy and legel duty to receive sourtecusly all ths Ortho-
dox Christians to the Holy Shrines, and takes always care for their
oconfortable accomodation and guidance, eo that, whan returning to thels
countriss from the pllgrimage, besldes the Orace and Bleasing, they
will ocarry with them tg best im; reaslons,

As rogards the olergy of any rank of othar Orthodox ﬂtn:mhu,.
eoming here for worahip or for any other reasson, the Patriarohate
rooeive® them as Brothers, extonda to them itas hunplt:lili wvithia
the 1 ts of 1ts power and gives all guldance and fasilities to themg

To thea ths Hnlg and 3aored Laws of the Basterm Orthodox Obureh are
-]

applied, which define the co=worship and other relations, their obl_-

gations and care to the Head of the Chursh whom they intend to visit
after obtalning the required permissions

411 the above mentioned Holy Places, the Holy Bhwines, Monssto=®
ries, Clurohes end gohools are maintained and uﬁppﬁrtim the exponse
5 Lﬁn Orook Orthodox Patriarshate of Jerusalems The tenance of th
T“.u'inh priests(they ere economiocally assinted and not reseiving like
¢zployecs monthly palarles) ernd the salariss of the teachers are pald,
within the 1limits of the ability of ths Patriarchate from the incoms
derived from 1ts land and property, a great part of wWhieh is donated
¢r bequeathed by the Oresck Honks, without any outside economieal halp
or eontributions from the loocal people, beoause in the Patriarshats
of Jorusalem, contrary ©? other Patriarehates end the Christian States,

where the people mako offers for the maintenance of the eolergy and thei

schoola end the.relief ef the goar, bare ths peopls wait wlthout any"
reascn gnd esk erbitraPily that ths Patriarchate take over all the 3

nseds for ths sbowe purposese This 1s dons up t1ll teday, Neverthels
thos Patriarchate in the fulfilment of its duties towards its pecpls

et
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I is thorefore evident why important privileges bhave ed dnt
boca oonferred on the Greek Orthodox Patrierehate of Jerusdlem, .
a3 tho ¢ ien from taxes on its land and other property, the yAghl
teo inborit _degeased Nonks, the exemption fron. duty on whit g ' .
imported for the vee by the Fatriarclate and the Honasterics, Chmrel
etoo, bPocaunse onlLthu- it was poasible to fulfi) wl thout any hind:
ita b:u.gznu:. Ppiritual, Boolesiantical, Fhilanthrople, EBdueatiomal
and lo&m Eissions, which 1§ fulfilled @uring tle past 10 centurieni
with ¢ hnlE of the Grler &2 tin (Oreek Monks, wnder insaleulabdls
“mﬁ;i“ ::od and nu::y. :: thareby the ﬁoh' Bhrines, tho ORpigh
an ro on and oivilisation im this were greatly servod, Su00
end maiutelned up t1ll todey iam thia mmiw md ¢ Iu.gt bo :":'-
sed with gratitude by all olviliced world. 1

It 1s thorefore olsar, that through the cemturies the Patr
by fulfilling his mltiferious mission oeme morally and oivilis

in gid of thp Sovereign State of ths country ami mostly during the
dark ecenturioes of the pasto For this it lnggt! a lrﬂi'ﬂ. honour and
roverence and was oonsidered es a State wit the Statee

prosent Memoran were enumerate every poss

In tho t N dm ted in ibls brevi
ty !11 the Patriarchate's inalienable historie end legal rights ef
ownjrehip, possession end uze for worship on the Holy Shrines, whieh
balnnf to 1t either excluaively or in partnership with the ethsr tw
Religidug Communities(the Franolscans and the Armonians), ths Pights

of exslusive sosaion and oWnersrip cn the other Holy oomy lig=
nasteries, Clurches etoe., as well as the »ights end prhihﬂl of

the Patrisrcbate of Jerusalem of a political nature on one side, and
on the other side the legel bmsoes of ths Common and Imternational
Right aild custem were stated and registered, and en which the above
mentioned rights and privileges ere based.

Tho Grook Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem aska not BOTe
Bor leoss than what it has, but simply it 1s greatly inmtereates !.:‘0‘1
maintenance, support and respoot of Wiat it bhaes on thae frame of
above stated legal bases, as it was in Foree snd done during the Ots .
toman Eapire from the year 1858 end henco forth, ss well as
the ti=s of the Mandatory Govermment end eontirmues to be in foree A
performed up today; eccording to the general and fundamontal pr
of ;;‘h; Pghliq International Law applicable to the Patriarchate as v
OXplained. .

The posdesssd rights of the Patriarchate on thé Holy Shrines, as
woll as the other rightas and privileges are the Pesult of bard and °
long struggles, ldbour snd sacrifices of the Uresk Monls of the Erce
theorhood of the Holy Sepulcwe and of ocur plovas Upeek Natlone
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25th August 1067
H
Zhe Goverinment
of the State of Israel

Jeruealens '

[lonourable

I have the honour Lo.submit a legal epinion, with annexes,
L]

which was prepared, on my request, by Mre Ao Suchovolsky, the

. 2 . O |
leral adviser of the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem.
[ a

:- As ;nll lhnow, the Patriarchs are nol n;'tl:-' the Hemd of the
.‘Lﬂtnl Church bulL are also UGfficers of Lthe State who exercisce {u-'
dicial authorities as lleads of the Christian leligious Courts,
In ndﬂitI;n to the above mentioned the Fntr;qrcha are the llecads
of tbo:r Cormunities, and are geaerally responsible for mnintuin—
ing religious seminaries and gchivols [er the members of lhu\r

cofimuniticss

Furtler to what has been said in the above opinion, I lierchby
beg to apply Lo you, As Hond .ol the Armenian Community.in l'r-'ruc'l,
and as lead of fhe Brotherhood of Saint Janes, with the following'

requests:’ b ; s

These requests and recommcendations are heinﬂ put through by

me alse as o solution for the position of all uthr ]Pﬂﬂﬂ of Fhr:b-

tian l.“n*nsuunxtlub in Tarael.

—

me TL- ip NF!I known that the lioly FPlucea were, for many 5uncrntiﬁﬁ5
a sgene of struggles and contentions, \Ivl.i:.h causced Jdifficult .
problens to all the governments which ruled in the lloly City
of Jerusalems Alfter long 'nLcrthinﬁul cnnfiiciﬁ. a status quo

was established in the llely Places, and ‘our husble regquest Is

e —— e —— T
LSS

Lo maintuin and keep- the prrhenl HLHL"h _fjuo, in order to avoide,

unsolyhble problcems. .
b. The FPilriarchs took care of the Christian holy Flacea kince

irmerorial time, as shown hy the anthoritics amdWiadameRl Sondgs

Loned in the annesed lepgnl opiniun,. e T

4
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. ' O
that tEE_RiEr:nrchq of Jrruallcm, unly, shoul- take eare qf . Aol
the linly Places and nut nnurhidn faclurs uho her aecular op

e e T — == —_— - —_—— e —_— - —— I & L
religious, ' e
.‘_\_\__ e .
The residences of the Patriarchs in Joruhalnm, Lhurchea, ma*_
nasteries and plncna of wurnu:p uhnu]d bLe cnnfidnred A5 exe
territorial, i

-— p— ¥ 0 s
F'I'J'l'lrfll‘-,.. :Lrn] seven prelates of cioch i-"ll,.l"‘l..lTl."h.“l.t,P i;"muid bes v

—— e S e ——— _ i — - &
considered as ﬂ]plﬂmnlﬂ. h:lu all its rrltVuHL\. e ]

1 ] 0§
..li the Potriarchatos ajmull__l_ be frecd from iurnu;p'ta\ aid Crom:
- - Lk 21 E SR

L
customs fﬂr gonds 1mpnrtrd Fnr the nse nF th ]ﬂt]llrthuluu."r A fpi

Lbsolute and IIH:JI‘-".LII'L':{] :I‘nv 0_accesis to'the: Fu_rl_\,_, laces <heuld

be riven Lo pilgrins of .‘lll_ flrii;im'._:lull_rr-'t_i_gi_un.u.

Yhereas the Patriarchates have affiliated. chureches in fareicn
countriecs am! are Lound WY international obligations, theeplors
Fatriarchates should he awlborized ta linld acecounts in forvipn

]
["I..II'I'I"‘II"}" y
{'mc.Lll. tu:-n ..i' Jordaa Laws in areas Yot by Isracl, nrohibiting

the ‘nrpubﬂum of immovabie praopeciy by Christian Churches,

]'h:- ,Jur l.ulu tion of the Christian Meligious Courts, in matters
F. ¥y IJ!-rn-rirnT thtun., slloul e remain in foree a5 hefore, :

The right of the 1"ul|:.<u. clintes to administer and hold schonls | ‘

and religious geminarics, should nat be disturbed,

Lontaects hotween the datriareh ind the Israel Govorament H-il-1L|].;l.['
; : —_ LLAS LA LU LAl i pariied e A
Le done 1‘.I||~m1.,""h the Primo ‘-’ini-«t..:r'-. Cflfice or the .I:_-ru.u-,rj__n-.u

1l;trrc1 Officer, fﬂwnlﬂwriur the fact that, as explainedk in the

ablove mN:Huan epinion, the 4.|tr—iurch‘h duticvs are alsy legal,

dmin1ﬂtrallro and public in addition to their religlous ‘taskhis,” :

, Hoping my requeats will receive your eareful attention, ”

I beg to remaing honourable Sirs,

X ﬁﬁ = S
: ?’ﬂf&Ji f> j25¢qu,¢{_&;? ALY,

av. .L" ol UIsieE p-

ARWTAY GREGORTAN PATRIATICH Cr . “T"?;L-:
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i 2%7th August 1067
[=]
The Government '
o' the Stute of lerael ' : _ b
Jerusalems .
i Cilennuarable Sirsus d

e - o
we bey Lo subuii Lerewilh a suncarized report on the =Latus 3
of the arvenian fa.viarch e e aresnied ratriarchate al Jerusas=

i lemy based on liaua, rojal opd official orginances whigh hive been
issued 1o the arcenian Patrlareh and Patriarchate nI,.f-;ru.-,.;:nm;
:' gince the Cttonwen Pule untill fodzy, including judimeals and of'=
i

ficinl reports in coeinneclion willr Lie above,s

LR
y This report will also incluwde an intcerpretation of the existing
Status *.'iLliﬂ in connection with ihe .oly Fliacesy, based on Lie pources
abwyve manl ionerd.
P L
1.+ Tn aecordonce with section 11 of thy Crdinance of the Tule of
Government and Lo, 12°3 and article 1 of the Ying'e Crder in Coune
- cil 1722, *he Ltionan Law »till reuains in furce, as long as it has

nut bLeen changed by dandale's or Ta-rur!i.l.n.-h.l
he law in farce as regards Thristicon coamenitles, i the Ttto- (
i oan Lovie A% roparis’ “he Srecl T'-'.‘T‘hi."{'hultv ame enactncints have b
. jssuved aad im 1541 (Ordinance of the Crihodox Palriarchale, 0 Ik A N
but the annnudkcement of enforcement of LYis lasl Crdinance is still™,
1IL'H~1iiI;.- . ..’
'\H‘ .
he law in force ‘uring the Cltoman peried has bLeen a=ssemhled
in Georrge Tounz's buok, tublished in 12075, «hy Clarendon Cxford (he=
] . reinalter referred to as "Voung'). In til.i'h' Lonl., page 1, volume Ti,
Youns suys: .
"Les sujet ottomans wan=musulmana sont rlonis en Comuuniulls
rolis fenkes, Jdonl 1'eyistence officiclle eal deconnue pir 1
Gouvernerenl Clloman, ol aui =ént aliri_fos par luurs L‘fu:.l'ﬁ
spirituels (patriarches, robhins, ou v&Lils) sous la surveils=
lance vo Ta 3, Porte, Uhaane com unaul® a le Ceroit de choisir
son cael qui la reprléseatera aunrds du Souvernement; ce choix
3t sujet & la sanctien du Gouvernegenl et 11 est ‘confirné le

il

P wlus souvent par un brevetl (h&rat) nermettant an chel d'entPer:

en fonctivnss los Comnunaulds appartenant & Ges religions ient:

i® - . I . , __' : 'I = N L;. l"pl
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le. Chefl spirituel est X 1'Stvanzer ddnivent =¢ Thire I-’l.‘;-ll'r'ﬁl'r‘l.-
ter par un Thel résident dans 1 Supice voe gque le Gouveriesent
a toujours refusl de traiter avee des authorités Clronzdres
les questions d'administration intéricure tant Rpirituel les
que civiless Le choix Jes chels locaux subordonnfs au Clef
central est aussi afvolo aux Conmunauths, el ans les eas in=
portants ce cihoix est sujet d la confirsalion’du Gouvernement
par 'bérat?, )

. Les cnmwunnniﬁq, fang lex personnes de leurs Thels, juissent
en vertue a'anciens privildees, de certaines préro-atyves Iui-

ministralive et gudiciaires",

s The Armenian Falpiapchote of Jerusalem is one of the oldesat
comauneties in Lhis land and exisled helore Lhe Crusade era, fnis
Patriarghate, which is counted with tlhe “onophysite churchvs, was
ruling for hundred of years over all oiloer :.'unr.pi.:.'r.-.itr_- chiurches,
such as - Coptue cliurches, Ahye=inian awd Syrian=Jdacehiie churches,
‘ Concrrning this you may r~Fer Lo paze 06 dn the book of L schalar
Wwedia I, Sanjiang published in 1945 by Harvard University (The Ar-
menian Comuunilicrs an Sy i under the Ottoman Dominion, by .vedis

IIt|l

4

. Ee Sanjian).
.

. This dependanee of Lhe Tuptic, Abyvssinian and Syrian-dacohite

churches of 2ty Jdames in this land i35 often recalled i the "I;--::r.llﬁ

wire iassued to the Arnemvan Sfatriarehs by the Otteman Sullans

A photocopy of one of theee 'Jorats", by Sultun ALdul ilamid

to the Patriarch Harcutune Yehabedian is attached hereto with ite

which

1egued

‘pelish trfanslation,

The following worids have also been fientionod by the Honou In
Judges Filzgerald and - -Zose in the llich Court of Justice Case No.
11/44 (puldished in-annotated Law lleports 1914, page U28), and so i
is gaid in this judgment with regard Lo the Armentan Churchs
"Uhe Armenian Church is one of the most ancient
. Christian Thurch. Like all the ecarly Christian churches'il

orpani%ed on a hierarchic hasisy the head or the prr-mtnl‘lﬁr‘ch-
bishop heing known os Conthollces, with twe Patriarchsy one it
Constantlnople wmd one ot Jerusalew, The Patrinreh ol Jerusal
: and all the priests of his diveevse are, indeed they must be, .
mewbers of the llrotherhood of St. Jiumes, The Crotherhood is

. composed of seven classes: dishops, Vartabeds, Leacons, Acoly

Seminarists, Lay Jrethren and Nun'3isters. YNembership of Lhe
Order carries certain material privileges, such as [ree resi=-
dence and board in the Convent. It. followa that to qualify fo:

. wembership a person must fall within one of these classesqs™ .
' oy

hrancheg aof th
B
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often a disturbing part in the Cttaaan Bapire, and aman-= the
refarms which the Sulliue Corte initiated at Lhe close of tie !
Crimean Var was the codilication in lesal :h-tin1=q‘“‘4f Cor=.,
tain rights and privile es cluined for many centuries i thone
religions commani itiecs, claiwa which they were abile 1o 4dann-

]

with confidence by reason of the Fact that t¥e communilles B 0=,

cerned were accorded the protection of one gr anpther ol the
great Duropean Povers, i G H ‘n !

W =M '

The Christian religiou- comaunitics played a jprosinen, ; irh!ocd.;:

. o n

tior and chureh were o stlated Uy an ediet of the Subl lue
audressed to the Yatriarch .leet of Constantinoile, dnted 1144
aarchy "18633, The ediel conferred o large dv rer uwl dulepogsy: fu

regare 1o civil and relizious affnirs. e Buailiun ol the

y ridrch vie=d-vis the Otiovan Sdninistratlon was further asp=
lified.in the 'Z8rat' i=-ucd to the “wWiriarch lssaye in 1BGAY,
i - -
L] "
3. The brmenian Tatriareh of Serusiton 15 the head of the srmenian
Fatriarchate of lerusalem, e Dol larehv a8 choron by he whned ol
Lhe Falriarchate Tor his whoals oo, i atmrinteenl hedinae l,‘l'l||£¢]'r'|;'ti-

by the Sultan, Ly i deerce ealled ot the Liue of Lhe Sulltan uprit. A
--?-"""I:‘EFH.‘I.T ol aw o Lloaan Serat aw \Lrj'-"'.'--:.. pren Liron YL GOy i I_
further cpnclosce caly ol an Tsrael:r wora! deliveret in 1951 and ofF

In pursuance of these reforms, the affuirs of the NPLentin ng
f\‘. :
(" []

a Jorcanian cerat wit]l ivered Ly [l Sussabite. Jueh ‘erat Voure el veprels

on*the basis of similar Nerats nelivered Uy 1he Lins

=

the Mandate perind Lte the SArmenian s brrinreh of derusdlem, 3 precalled

kn Lthe above judgiment fd|Lh Courts ol Justice 13440), s i page Ni0d
' . TR

"SGince the advent of Iritish ndiinistrution, it habk heen the
practice al His ajesly to issue to cach Jatriarch on lite el
tion, a warrant, still styled by the comuunities concerned a
Yierat! .. recopnizing hin as Catrisrch and confirming him in the
exercise _of "lis ancient rights and privileges”. [liose rights
and privileges are not specilically sct out in the warrant but.,

+ presumably they are those covered by the Pirmans, Trdinances,
Derats and Cdicts of Turkish times, in so far as they are ap=
Plicable to modern conditions. Such a warrant, dated 37th Au-
gusty 1959, was lssucd by ilis Majesty Eing George VI to the
present \rmunnan Patriarch of Joruhalnm. . i

It has been arwurd that the Patriarch is not a public hﬂdj, and
that this Court has no juriediction.to .entertain thia suity Now,
If the Patriarch war acting or purporting to act under, the pro-
visions of any law, regulalion or warrant of appointment, we

al spg e dupiag

do not doubt that this Court Nas jurisdiction to hear and deter=

slne petitions and applidations arising out of the cxerclise or

lach nf exerciae nf tlie posers conferred by that law, rcgulntlnn'

aF warcant”, | i

el i o, e e e e
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In these LDerats, and for example in tle Isracli Fefat, the
Ieraeli Government notes .that "The Tsraeli {overnment recognizes '
ills liigliness, Veguishe Jeorderian, as the Armenian Gregorvian Fatriar

; of Jerusalem; -and he will have the right to mahe-use of all authori-

1] tiet ‘vesleéed upon an armenian Grecorian Potriarch®,
: » i
Such' authorities are. civen ag well by Gttoman Lave am Ly Cling
Firmans and customse since the Dttoman Julee an Jttoman law dealine
with the appointments of Jhristian Patriarchs was promulputed din )&
and its French translation is brought in Lhe abovementioned Young's
*book, page 3 and following pages under: .
. "ous les privil8ges ot imnunités spiritucls, accordés.ab « Li
de la part de res ancetres, et Y des dates postéricures, X
toutes les Comaunaulds ebréticnnes ou d'autres rites non-musu
mhnh. ftablis dane won Hpire, Aous mon fzide protectrice, sc
rOnt confirmés ¢! maintenus,

1 &
I Chague Communaunt® chirfticnne ouw d'autre rite non=musulman, se
tenue, dans un d&lai fixd et avec le concours d'une commisstin
formfe ad hoc udans son sein, de procoder, avec ma haute apprs
' tion et sous le surveilldince de ma 3. Forte, 3 1'exomen de se
. « immunitls et priviltzes attuels, ot 'y discuter et soumvtire
. ma 5. Forte les rflormes exizbfes par 1e¢ procpeds des lunidees
\ du temps. Les pouvoirs concéidls aom Patriarches el aux ovigus
des rites chretiens par les Sultan Yohamed 11 ol <ca successe
' seront mis en harmonie avee la pesition pouvelle que mes inte
N tions sénfreuses et bienveillantes assurent 1 ces Comnunautésn
Le principe de la nomination d vie des Tutriarches, apreds Lo
revision des dea réclenents d'élections augourd'hui en \"!' i
sera exactement appliqul conformement A 1 teneur de lepl™=f
mang o'investitures Les Fatriarehes; les métropolitains, &.ch
evédues, Cvigues el rabbins serpnt n-:nrmo”tﬂﬁ Aeur entréc e
J + fonations, d'apr®s une formule concertée en commun entre ma S
Porte et les chefs spiritucls des diverses Comnunautfs",

Interpretations of the above Noyal decree of 1B50 are also
. boenght forward In Sidarouss's book in 1007, "Les Palriarchats dans
1'Eapire Ottoman", par Sesostris Sidarouss,. -

This Royal Cttoman deecrce of the year 1856, confirms a previo
custom regarding the appointments of Patriarchs. A first written ev
dence of the appointments of an Armenian Patriarch bgsed on royal d
ree can be feund in the year 1512 as reported in S5anjian's book pag

"Since the establishment of the Armenian patriarchate of Const
tfnpple, Sultan lichmet II and his sueecessors had reserved the
right of confirming the patriarch or millet bashl of the Arme:

_ ian community in the Ottoman dominiona. In course of time thi,

a 6 'prbtcﬁuru vas also extendod to include confirwation of the gii

) i AN W]
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the Srmenian Grevorian Palriarchate, Translatione ol these Crdinsnce
are brought iy Vounrty book, paxe 26 and I:“nll,lu‘lu.‘i:n;c~ Paires , .

__-""Enm:mmm PATRIARCHATE

_Drdiunncruﬂ 48 shouwn on Inge 80, a5 under:

rdcional religious leaders, namely, the €atholicoses =r Cilicia
anil thl'uaur and the l'atriarch of Jerusalen, The first histg=
rical reference to confirmation aof the Patriurey of Jerusylem
dates back teo the year 1512 when the election of the Patriareh
wak officially arproved by an imperial ediect, Whethep op not the
tradition had Prevailed prior to thig uate :annot beteasily
ascertained", :

In 1200 tie Ctlouman Bovernment issuged SNMe ordinunce reparding

It would pe worthy te guote Pars of tho inlrailue? fon L T hes e

MLes nrivi ldoes aecorifin & 1" Tepive O toman d Sos "BUSELE Hopy-
rinsuliarns sont Cnoperacipe Meatigque, nai. levr exficit dn
spdon le droit cunts Wier ale ehiavne Con mirnant &,

Le Patriarchat Simfnien est e chel do 1y "nationt o
Cak aj'ﬁt:lvﬂ?-., T*i-‘itl-r.'l_qﬂinir'g- I'our l'exor L858 fdps ordres do Goge

L]
vernement",

Also s\rticle 17 of the sane '.-r'rhn.-l.'u':“;, tealines with he Ardcn-
1an fagriarch or Jerusalen, mentionoed in nazes 22 and £3y There, ws
niters: '

Ll

L Y Patriarenh de Jerusalen noumd 3 Vie au sidze de 3, Jucques,
. = 8L en wlme temps 1o prisident de 1a Congrécation du Couvent s
' de 3t, Jacques, ainuj que 1'adninistrateur dee Licux saints u;w.'
partenant d Ia 'watjop® Arminienne, X Erusalem, T1 esi ol § :
de se conforaer dux prescriptions du rﬂchmunt spleinl des colu=
. vents de .If-r-u.-:aIu-m, et de veiller i¥a Stricte exfeption du reg-
leaent™, % '
L B - . i
4. The Armenian Patriareh, same as all ether Palriarchs, is congi-
wered' us a Legal -"‘r-r&nn.l]il:.', varporation sole, representine (he Cole
. , viarchate unier hig anlhority L Nis veors pv}hnnnlity in any legal
matter.s Still Carther, the Falriaveh in consddered aw apn Crgan of the
Stlute, . ' . . . ' '
; similar Huulurntinnﬁ, in addition to those made tduring the ¢ LLo- \
min dum;nutinn, have becen piven during the Mandatoe deriod by U 8 B MM

‘Court of Justjeceo Case o, 1732 (published in “otenberg's Law Aeports, |

VYolume v, frage iiﬂﬁ}, which is drulj;;, it is true, with Lhe Gr?ekf 4
Urtlhodox Futrlnrth. hut whose Authoritics are sinilar to thosc .l Lthe ™ - T
Lruenian Fatriarehe ind in this Jud ‘ment, Pige 1101 it says: y

= T iy g —

.'The Court was satisaliecd that thie locu.g senens of Lhe JIeeR Cpe

_ S X
Lhadox Fqlriarchatu WU n o publie nflicer didy, dn this cunuu:tiunffh”;
¢ necdionly quule from ige 1640 ol Lhe Second cidilion of Strdqﬂ'q,ﬁ
Judlclal'ﬂicl;unnrg the‘fulln-inu PasKa e - Ay ”F“n
= " S 1 i ! 1%
. . g M ; .ﬂf::
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SAeryune wiw is Ul"..-(?ll'l[l'li Ao dirchar e « aunlic ity ,

a comnpensalien in whalever shate, vhiether frum 'he

iney tn constituted a Tublic MfficeTy ©eo Lo

ar ILord af & .apnr, or a Corporation with
srapnl iajoses o pullic duty, and ns such is

fur injury to an individual arislng fropm abuse

¢ cLor by sel ol omission {Menly Ve Lymey T 8

The porloruance of a, public duty by a pulilic
virtuc

the Court lheld that it hud JHFiFﬂiftiﬁh in

varagraph of artiele '3 of Lhe Palestine frder-in-

shielh vewils ds follows:s

g ” ) x sz o 2 i e oy : b
e Supreac Courf sitting as a High Count'lof Justice,.shallilie r.

e i
ot ¢

PNE,y

iprisdiction to hear and cetermine sucp watvers

wf triuls, but petitions oF applications pot witlen

tion of any olher Counrl and necessary toghe decided For, the adad-
wi=lration of justive'. . g | ;
'
and in Lhe same matter'T hive to reler to the roeport pullishes by fhe
Speciail Commiltec desiznated by Lhe iich Conmissronnr R LU Frpetran)
antd Luke Commission), in connection with the crenlt Crthndoxel e iars ity
- 4 "
ily sl inpage < SR PRE

B L . . - . B
lii= report was published by Cxlord 'nivers
s A
s

I reanins Lo

il 1arch i Dl :_|1|'|.:.- { his tead ni t e Jocal
Officer of State; his lewal position 1s del
1 wl i

ialf the Tatriarchato, thal ig to say, the legulatlons vl &7,

*in Lhe Imperigl Herat which is iesucd ta hi
Wis office, and without whiech he cannot
riarchal runctions's

bYetails as t the authority of the
in Sanjian's bogk, poge 101 and fellowing pase,
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cnn=ider the ['.nf-i1|1'|:1 af Lhe Talbriareh hameserd Ty S0E

Lhe ~j'u'r: 1Edic~

I'aw
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moan the assiumpljun of

b B

W

WFrom the very beginning of the institution of the

ool Jerusalem, the principal bishop or patriarch,
ted Ly the monastics of the see, functioned

. Hle was the principal gunrdian or custodian
teries, churches, and religious endowments
wns &0 recognized not only by the Armenian

! peaple, but by all the ruling pelitical aulhorities. Uccrees is=
sued by the state authoritics, whether Aral, Hameluke; or Otiomany.‘y
tenditionally recapgnized the Fatriarch as the actual owner and ‘
custoudian of these sanctuaries and were issued inthe nane not ol

the institution but of the Patrinrch. And, secondly, he was e reli-

gious leader and. chief ndministrator of the Armenian ﬁungi1ir i =

. _titutions and secular communities within his monastice congregationg
knowt an the lifabanut!iun Serbots! Hakovbeantin' (THe Drotherhood .

of "theipontlen St Joamen)*, | T S i
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I Se To nddition te tne aduinisiralive

anbthoity ol the Srowvnit ."..fri.:
Jrteh as wlated above, and Lo the fact Lhat ile srmenden Datviarel .|_
in full charge ol the progerts of the arneaian Sateanrehate ang of U
dandy Flages of the Sroenian Loty and of the Beald of (e grothieps
X Yol of St Jawes!y, thure existas also an additienal autharity of ju-
icicel mature, which is the lact of his beins the head of {he whole
wacnian Gregorian courts. Sul orities ol judictal nature have
pratted to the Arbentan Connurity and Lo the aroenian

|--I'rl.
il pbaerely o
“tated above by the Ninzg's Grier 1922 in Council amid thi Arecvding

Ctlopan Liwss The jurisdiciion is in matler of sersenal sty Fiee

Lol

8. The ties between the Al Jheistian M

dL L e ruEad e ol 1T .

armenian Fairiaveliate are olty and their oricin lies Yefors Fhe

congursl o You may reder Lo candtan's hao's mere 170, i
. i b ] 0 y el

3 % W &' I " -
\ Very significant are the words of L'Albaye O'Ancin quoled, by {he
" Ttalian schalar Carle Surmani in gages L5 and 29 of his beek, comnsed
ia 1=07T (M. Carlae faraanis " aest ran sl la :'.-nlwi.'-:ﬂ ihie e K AEELT
%

[
d NWerusalen"™):
"

; “irmeni Cheistioni, o. no dath consi nrelio Sepnlehrum domini cum
3 sua ecclesia el Gomini Seanlua o Salabadine redenerunt ™

-
woe max therefore conclude 1Lt during the period follovin, 3alali=
il=in fnl!" church of Lo lols onulelire was 1o the haneds o Lhe Seaci=
tion Talriarchate, :
LY
Suriag thwe days of Sulton Selim 1, roszal deerves were issded,
[:l‘-l&llil!""_ !lllug, armenian _h'u-_u[ll-ln Patrviarchate and Lhe Sreck Urthodoax O
i Falviarchate full rights on the Zhareh af the ‘loly aonulehre, :
' =
The saue decrees also referred ‘to the inthority _rianted the Ar 1
fan Greporian Patriarchate uver the inly Z"'J..u.r.- ol Ah:ssinian, :n;‘:
. el Sarign=ltacobite conaunitics, g . _
; ‘ , o .
The test of these reril Yicerees and of a sivilar deeree issned' in
1815 by Sultan Mahmad' TT is brought in Savalanian’s bool, "Batmat®iyn
o Lrusagcheni"y e T0=849, volune 17,

Jhe geontrol of the Holy Places today, T8 based on Status™luo in, s o
1757, which hus been eonflirued hiy Sultan Abdwl Uejid dn 1¥52 aad again
confiriéd by the Derlin Courease You war refer on this subjeet to
‘re Je Colbi's book, "Short listor, of ZheigUianity in the Naly Land",
and, on the research made by Lhe “andatoery, Sovernment in 124677 Tor
the Anglo-imerican Trn--:Li';,-,:len Comaitlecy and wainly on oxtracts
=g ihy S0 and 32, which are ruoted in pases #¥8=9000f the ahoue
rescarch, ;
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with reference to the above, T may quote the Jeru<ale istriet
OfTicer re Le®Tuet's article, svaling with the Statu v of the
Joly {laces: ""“he Status Duo in the woly Places", explainidi . iu the
following excerpl how the drmenian Jatriarchiate whs pashed-anta hy
political wressure frow abroad and their legal righls aiseciod by the'
Allave royal decrees, and Lhis i~ whal Tust savs aboul it:

"Ihe Yéstor: of the Noly Places is one lonrs stopy-afl hitter anl=

rositics and contentions, in wirich ontsid « Dul denes vl pard

in ap inereasing depgree, until the scenies of our Lort"s 1ile t:llll,'-..1

carth Yiecome o political shuttlecoek, and evenloally Lhe cause’
o. internatjonal conllict, 17 the Joly Mlaces and the ripht -
taining theeeis arce .n "eaurve=ion of woan & foclin-s about Sin

vihuse yory hallowrd Lhese sit ~~.". -,'H_'. a=e al=so an Tnges ol 13
corraslions -and intri uoes of -h-uileH-.Lnil chatee! 1 orh o dupring
Ii"li:‘.".-f_ hundeed years. The 1.|thil"'.ll regults have boeea thy svifrit of
distrusl am’ suspicion, anil the attitude of inwtractability in all
matters, owen if only of i{he wmost Lrivial LHportane ey coneorning,

the Moly Pleces’,

L]

Prom all that is stated aliove s undeprstaod thet 110
the Avmenian Iregorian wtriarchate and af [lie Trech Opthowds f abris e
Jgohete Tvur the Mals Tlaces ﬂ]“th-, RIS HYILL" Latlin .JrFllrEhr!ﬂ'
anid i They have heen deprived of their rishts by the thanors pers=
pltuated by the above Status Juo, tleoy soesrred Lhiroush pressure by
dpeign political factors, in contradietion with the ar=livd lawe,

[

I beg to rewain, henonneihila Jire,
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FIRMA{ DATED 19 ZILCADCI 1307 GRANTSD DY SULTIN ADDUL=IAMID TO .
THE PATRIARCH HAROUTUNE VENHADUDIAN ON TIHE GCCASION .OF NIS FLEC- :
TTON TO TIC OFFICES OF ANONTAN PATRIARCH OF JERUSALCM 2

]

The keat of the Armenian Patriarchate >f the loly Gepulchre,
Jerusalem, Gaza, Tripoli, Nablus, of the Abyssinians, Copts ﬁml-ﬂp’
J

other adepts having become vacant and the appointment of a tituli

having bhecomne necessary:
. %

1

The titulary of this Imperial derat; Artin Eifcudi, member ¢
of the Armenian Conpregation of St, James and Armenian Fatriarth

of Constantinople, having been elected according ta the legal rege
uirvtenls; and his election having been brought to our topgnisance

by the two writs {masbatas) deavn up and Aubmitted by the: religious
and Imy Councils, and this election having been examined and ppprovet
b} our~Counci] of Ministersy the laticr has drawn our Imperial atten-
Jtion on this affair and has obtained the peramission to publish our
Iradeh for its being pul into cxccution.- ;

In consequence Lhereof we have delivered this Imperial Derat

antl have ordained that: - 15

The personality referred to having become, in ncuﬁﬂ_rllnnc““h
the old customs and religious laws, Patridrch on the Ao TAne e
Jerusplen and of the places which arc related. to it, his religicus ..
subjects, egalted or huuble, must not in’ the places depending af hii
Patriarchate, disregard his righteous ordero pertaining ‘Lo ‘théir re=-
ligious laws, ' - T

) "

. » _Nobody can take from him the Churches and the Hdn&utrrl@ﬁ :
vhich from old time are in the hands of the Patriarchate in/all.
places which depend from it. - £ B LN 2L

" Let no man intervene or make oppoaition to him, im thc;fépaiﬁ
of his properties that he is execcuting In virtue of a Fetva Cheri®,
(Order of Sheikh=ul=Islam or Naib) or of am Imperial Iradef: - = @

. And if the Patriarch has a suit at the Sheri Tr#hhnnl.*ihtp
suit must. be heard In the presence of the Sheikh=ul=-Islam: e

And contrarily to what happened in olden timea, 'letf ‘hio WAR L
intérférc. when in all places. depending of his Patriarchato} fhr: i
Patriarch will dismiss and send away [rom their churchezy and rogedes
terics, the priests who bhave, undgr their fﬁliEiUUu.¥“'51|ﬂrﬁﬁikﬂ;;_
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[l

to be junished, and when he will have their beards shaven of and
Will replace these priests Ly other ones; : ¢

And*the priests of the town and villager will not' be allowed’
te celebrate, unless they have in hand an autherity of the PﬁL#iarEh.'
marriages of people, vho in aecordance with their religious laws are
not entitled to Le married;

And in all the plances which are under (he rule of "his Fautriar--
chaley, il a wife deserts her husband's home, .or if A man forsakes Mg »
wille anl wants to take anollier wi fey, let nobudy interfere, or mud"
‘in such affairs, unless it be the Patriarch or ais representutlives: |

ind in all places dependine from his Patriarchate let not the
Aait=ul -Nal, -the Kassem,” or the Mutevellis inte=fere, when Monks,
Priests and NunsQknown under the name of Vayrabet) die and their be=:
longing: is taken by Lhe Patriarch; -

And everything that the deceased Yenks, Priests, Mavrabels
and others of the Armenian population have donated to the peor ser=-
voers of their churches and (o Lhe datriarch, will be legally admittied
and the,testimony in that seuse of Armentan witnéessos will be Held
vuli‘;j bblfore Lhe Sheri Tribubhal;

w

i . ':.I.l'._l-_r ' T --'I
. and in order to travel safely in dapgerens ‘resionsy 1he¢ Tutrlire
will have the right to wear other garments than the ones of his nllices
and to carry arms, and ley nobody of the Police intorfore Ffr that i
. R

matter: '
And let no Cadis and Naibs intorlere and punish with a rﬁpv"j'
if in the question of marriages or divorces or other liti Jbus o=
ligious matters, that may orise between two persoansy the Patrionreh
reconcilea thd two parties by mutual agreement or il NECESKArYy idhes
Lhem take the ™ath accurding to their religious customs or punishes
them by pronouncing the anuthems agalnst them! B hy

_ And let nobody inlerfere il the Patriarceh punishes and confines
*those of his priests, who not heing attdched to any church or monas-
tery, roam from place to place and are cause of scandal, and if his o
supeiintendants of the monastleries and ehurches have embeazled money
which ought to be paid to the FPatriarchate, the Fatriarch i« alone’
entitled to verify their accounts; P bt -

And contrarily Lo what was hpppenini in the party 1ot pb Unitisg,
Or Naibs, or othere inhterfere with the representatives and wan oy
trust of the Patriarch, whenever they go and ‘collect alme . from Ehnuw;; 3
. : L _::rﬁf
" And, whenever it will be* necésrary, in execution of A ﬂrcin{9uyﬁuﬁ
of the Sherl, . to inprison a wmonk, a priest or a ra) rabet f“U“ln”thLﬁ" A
lmPrinuﬁuonL will be done through the instrumentality ofithse Puhciﬂﬁﬁhj.

: " , 3 ALY 7

Boever pives them willingly; 1 L i e
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Lo the irmenian Comuunity, the consent of the Patriarcl ¥ill be wan-

PP YT ey T T E—

Amd in necardapep with the customs o, antugue, et

offteer interfore ur stand against his scepler, his horsae
sercitors;: »

o i g
tnd his

I
kb

And whonever he will £0 lel no man importunate him I

trr g
to impose serviges on himg

and in peeardance with the Jirmansy al ready oranted he (e
direvious Sultans to Al who ligag becone befare Fatriarchs of T.......
lemy the Holy Sepulchre, L;-'thllll'u-i'n, the firotto of e Nativily and
the Northeen Door or the Giretto anid the dopastery of S5t,
the Leir Zeitoun (the house of Hannuw), Lhe prigon of Christ 11

» honuse of Caianhies) aned wabls, belongine tno Wing,
from andient Line, the Abyssiniang
co-religionories ..l Live Lrmenian
Jdameg, will Lnow the Petriareh as

=
raitiesy anel

and Hiede aderdis

v Lontss Syrian- f-||.uf-it:r.-. Ji3Y MER
tinhs ol the adets [ L L S
ahave them and FETL G earm fhavas
resourse: to him in w11 mattops rertainin:g 1o

it srate ny el

L
and no olficial wil) makie opnosition te Lle X

funclions and priviloges in the churches and Wolloslorieoes ond oo
placds ol i) srituges wiere from ancient iiaes and wpo reorhi
dhey make their devoliens, and on Lhe ™onh, to b
wif Lhe (i1 Sepulelire, and to the lamp

k'il-H a '.'.‘-

Found Jn the eant g
¥ L}

a thieh are gaear the T T PR T

€ the copdle<ticks .l ineensors which they 1i_ Kt thers

are an Lhcur ine senEfung:

v oandl whijich

And a0 bishep nor privst, whoe Yave 5 Zepat in Bl HH,I
he dcunowledgod 4 syeh by the officials ans will he Frovent gl
act in their functions, if they have not the permission of the Pat-

riarch; ¢ (

And fobody ecan be forced on the Patriareh to dct a8 his ineor-

preter unless the Fatrilipeh tives his agreement dwnd econsent
L]
"Apd contrarily to the custons neither the Patriarch when alone
‘nor the pricsts win dccompany hin will not be interfeored with cvery-
where, they ro to coPlect alms, by the fustom ofliciale for everything
which does not Fall under taxation;

And nobody can convert by force'to Ielamiam anyhady hcinnging

ted for such a conversion; .
' \ i i .. wp
And, the vineyards, the gardens, tle mills, the meadows, the, [,
Ploughing fields anc houses, the shops, the fruit ang forcst «trpcs g
. oy " 2 i Lo -
the miraculoys mources (Aynsmas) which:From ah antigue bylongins Yo'l

their churciies, Lie utensila, the animals: which likivise have been, T
donated Lo thejr wonasterioa, and their adepts: Aliyssininns, Syuniiane

e j o+
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