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The Boston Blobe
Baker’s diplomatic linkage

On one ]mlnlt, all the interlocutors Secretary of
State James Baker has encountered on his tour of
the Mideast are in accord, All agree that the liber-
ation of Kuwait and the conclusive deleal of Sad-
dam Hussein provide an opportunity for a diplo-
matie resolution of the Arab-Israeli conflict.

The Arab governments Lthat joined the coalition-

against Saddim have commended Baker for losing
no time in beginning to explore the “new opportu-
nities" that President Bush invoked last fall from
the podium of the United Nations, Even those Pal-
estinian notables of the occupled territories who
met Baker in Jerusalem, at the behest of the PLO,
welcomed the evidence of Washington's revived in-
terest in Mideast peacemaking.

Faisal Husseini, regarded as the foromost

spokesman_for Yesser Arafat in the West Bank,

conciuded after his discussion with Baker that the
Americans “are determined to do something, Lo go
forward, to push," In the lexicon of skeptical and
suspicious Palestinians, these are perhaps the
most optimistie Lerms possible, for the moment.

Americans should not be surprised, or disap-
pointed, that Baker's initial postwar explorations
of Palestinian, Israeli and Arab government posi-
tions yielded no startling breakthroughs. If a sue-
cessful diplomatic endeavor is to commence, it
must be prepared without naive expectations
about the difficulties that lie ahead; without impa-
tience at the months or years that will be required
o heal the deep wounds of history; without illu-
sions aboul the nationalist, sectarian and psychic
passions thal must be overcome. '

Baker, who has earned a political reputation as
a4 master dealmaker, is now embarked on an effort
o mediate the most intractable dispute in the most
contenticus region of the world, Experience will
huve taught him that the views he heard this week
in Riyadh and Jerusalem are to be understood as
the inevitably exaggerated opening positions of
parties preparing for long rounds of hard bargain-
ing.

The predictable anxiety of all sides not to be
the first to make unnecessary concessions was on
display in the flap about remarks made to the BBC
by Arafat's top political adviser, Bassam Abu

Sharif, Originally, Sharif was quoted as saying that
the PLO would not insist on vecovering all the land
occupied by Israel during the 1967 war, or allend-
ing a peace conference on an “equal footing” with
Tsrael.

No sooner had these concessions been broad-
cast around the world than the PLO's news agency
denied them, and the Israeli government of Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir brushed them aside as
babble from an organization whose existence it
prefers to ignore. Shortly thereafter, Sharil him-
sell disavowed what he had told the BBC.

A similar determination to stake out maxima-
list positions might be attributable to the Shamir
government. I is true that Shamir and his Likud
Party have exhibited & tenacious attachment to the
ideclogical principle of & greater Israel, bul prag-
matie politicians in his povernment vecognize thal
an absolute refusal to accept the premise of “land
for peace” would condemn lsrael to permanent in-
security.

Moreover, recent polls suggest that half the le-
vaeli population approves the formula of land for
peace. Another poll recorded 68 percent of Israelis
in favor of a new peace iniliative from their gov-
ernment, while only 87 percent said that Shamir
shotld renew his old initiative ealling for negotia-
tions about Paléstinian autonomy with representa-
tives elected in the occupied territorics.

Baker is not merely playing the role of a canny
dealmaker when he tells Israelis and Arabs that he
senses a rekdiness for new thinking among his in-
terlocutors. Saddam’s defeat has changed the facts
on the ground, and hence the thinking of the par-
ties to the conflict must also change.

The strategic situation of lsrael is much less
perilous than it has been. The Arab regimes in the
coalition have entered into new alignments to safc-
guard the state system they once disparaged. And
the Palestinians have lost one more illusion about
the possibility of abolishing Israel through “srmed
struggle.” If peace can be forged in the Mideast, il
will begin in a linkage between Saddam’s defeat
and & negotiated settlement of the conflict between
Israel and the Palestinlans,
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New Thinking in the Mideast

THE WARM and cordial almosphere surroundi These hopeful signs made all the more disappointing
Secretary of State James Baker's lengthy meetings with the report that Israel has launched a program 1o build
Israel Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and a separate housing for up 1o 88,000 new Jewish se ers, including
delepation of Wesi Bank Palestinlans yesterday marked & thousands of Soviet ;mmigranta. in the occupied West
welcome turnabout for U.S, relations with bot parties -« Bank, virtually doubling the number living in protected
and & significant boost for chances of a Igcnufna and lasting enclaves among the 1,75 million Palestinians.
peace between Israel and the Arab world. OFPOSITION legislator Charlie Biton, who leaked the

A?JDW with whal he termed "signs of new thinking" by plans, charged that the government "wants Lo creale &
Israel’'s Arab nelghbors, Baker won an endorsement of the situation Lu the occupied territories) that cannot be
administration's "two-track" diplomatic initiative -- reversed; t ey wanl to torpedo peace,"”
scparate pursuit of Arab-lsraeli and Israeli- Palestinian It is hard to believe that Isracl would resort 1o any su
talks - from lsrael's righi-winj Likud government, with calculated undermining of the peace process al such
which he has had mostly frosty calings in the past, propitious moment for everyone involved -- especially

His friendly meeting with 10 Palestinian leaders marked after having just received $400,000 in U, housing loan
Afe Tirst time since [J.E.-FEE} talks wére ended five years guarantecs conditioned on assurances that no such
_lggn that a high-level U'S. official has made such mu%& in program would be pursued,
ormal fashion: WEDNESDAY March 13, 1991
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prominent personage, Faisal Huseor! took place at all. West Bank Palestinians members might get the green light 1o
“are the kej 10 whethcr Dres dent Bush

T RTRr ili- ©OPPortunity, and the meeting was not quickly shot down from Tunis, b uch
.Tﬁgﬁm% originally on Baker's schedule. B Broup ever emerges, Hussein) would

Thie Philadelphia Inguiver

BAKER’S TALKS WITH PALESTINIANS OFF ER
SOME HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

The most important moment in the association from the PLO, "] have c 8 recognize Isracl's right 1o exist in 1988,
now-finished Middle L journey of letter in _my pocket from the PLO His friends worry that he s a candidaie
Smclm—t of Stale James A, Baker 3d authorizing mﬂ:ud_ ﬂiﬁk ! Qull_lu_ﬁq;_aﬁsassinalion by Israeli or Palestinjan
Ame when is TS méeling could not take place™ he hardliners,
come _when the cameras thapped his T4 _-__E_"'—“_'_'_'LL This week a key Arafar aide in London
But in lookin deeper at the uriFLns. I floated & trial balloon supnesting that &
this meeting with Baker, hopefu signs Palestinian delegation ur%nst Igankm,

cmerge. One of them is the fagl that it Gazans and exles who are not PLO

meeting ™ with  Palestinian leaders in

This group of men and women, largely
intellectuals Jed by the i

have gotten in the hahimfuﬂng "no" to begotiate for peace, The ball was

ey Ao dan? Pl But the West Bank Pealestinians certain top the list,
el 1 I £5- : ¥ 1op the :
gnél%%iﬁef 1—{” ::ndu:a;.-bnse & o't decided that this WAk & momenl that But there js 3 réssing reason tha
~—Come ABGUL. i couldn't be Jost, They persuaded the Husseini and the others w 0 met Baker

~Thevare panicky PLO leadership in Tunis that, still cannot act without & green light from
mmnﬁ;ﬁfg&,;ﬁiﬁcg; l;gﬁeu;? even if America had broken off its formal the PLO. Thay Organization, larnished gs
America's Arab allies had been hoping 1o didlogue with 10p PLO officials, Pales- it is, siill represents all Palestinians gnd

: tinjans in the occupied terrilories mbolizes ‘their national aspirations.
c::mﬁvcitf_bﬁ_%%u M-E-':e ﬂ?ﬁfg shouldn't be [nrhfddf_.-n rom engaging in  Without it the Palestinians inside (he
[ﬁ]ﬁr—aﬁﬂ—m-m1}bhj—---—-'------—' dialogue with the United States, oceupled lerrilories are reduced 1o 2
s ﬁﬂ?p?é%ﬁ?iﬁpbnant to under- aving won their point, the West powerless minority under Isracli rule,
stand for all those who wish something ankers and Gazans requested a meeting Despite Arafat's mistakes, and

: : with Baker. He agreed, And the balance widespread criticism of him Emong Pales.
ngg';tf;ﬁi’fﬁi}:: rg:ﬂ?ﬁu“ﬁ‘z OL power ghifted, sliphtly but eritically, tinfans for years, it is difficult 1o figure
issue of who speaks for the Palcstinjans irom PLO head uarters in Tunis 1o the out who could take his place, Moderate

supporiers (ihey &re not formal West Bank Palestinians fear that if he
conundrums, Even though America’s ™embers) who live under Israeli rule. falls, a free-for-all inside the PLO will

Arab sllies are now showing & "new arti. _ -Ihat balance is erig or &ny Tsraeli- frapmen) the organization, They say

de ¢ d ith Israel estinian talks in_the future, _since without the PLO' cndurscrgtng - which
::.aﬁm':v:::,mﬂc ml“:ﬂ}d ::Elnﬂjzgﬁ;z':‘: Eracl en’t likely ever 1o ne oliate is impossible if the organization falls

; : formally with the PLO. If there were ever apar( - they won't have the lepitim o

E;:ﬁl :‘hge, ;ﬂ;ﬂ%}l&gamg between lsracl elections held on the West Bank - a pro- bg.r ain with Israel, ; '
In the days after the war ended, much Posal siill i_urfnally on e table but hotly Da the other hand the gulf debacle has
was said and written about the blackened debated vqli'{m the ruling Luicpd Party « ghified the real power their way. Now,
jmase of the PLO' leader Yasir Arafar, the Palestinians who met with Baker they aré Yasir Arafar's only constituency.
He infuriated the gulf Arabs and Saudi Would besure to win the ballor. He needs them as much, even more, than
Arabia by his support for Iraq’s Saddam _ Foremost amon them 15 Husseini, §1, than they need him. Their views can no

Hussein, e sclon uﬁnné}cm{ﬁﬂem Tamil nnh Inaégurt}:uglgnrﬁgj: i 2

son of alegen estinian fighter, He o what the Daker-Palestinian meey

NH:E futsi %ﬁfﬂ;,:ﬁ tﬂfﬂg:gg as teken the lead In the est Bank in TEVERLS IS That (hicre does cxist a bud'—a%_

him replaced. Israglj government officials gushu}g‘far & two-state solution in which : nam-mi‘nr:TEd_FEcsL;g;a.ns wil ho
talked, as they have many times {n the .rdesluuq.rss recognize Isragl, STael can .I_Qﬁmnﬂflfnns are right,
ast, about npr’lding & new West Bank  Whatisso remarkable about the suft-“jlherf:u-un't be smooth sailing, lsrael has
Hd:—_._rs]-lj untainted by an relationship spoken Husseini is that he has reversed |mpnmncdrHusscllm In the past, and
with the ?‘LO And one of Baker's firyy ! ¢ sc]deqtrucL!vc tendency of Pales- several of his associates are bcing held in
uestions, when sittin down 1o talk with| tiRians to reject steps toward peace, rison without trial, But there fs now &
1 cwﬂlhmﬁm elegation of Pales.| - He sugormd the Shamir electiond Palestinian address other than Tunjs a
tindans, was whether they would be PI:GP‘J%&L though not the conditions “which ¥ E'ﬂﬁ-fr srael - can calll

remeins one of the Mideast’s pgrear

T P e - o
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tonperuseful and we stogped.

B | decided w go on wish the achives, aapanding it 10 cove
Shout our society. Aud then une duy, by chance, | was scurching

eveLpiing
and | ol swme docwnene:

loe seaetlung 1 one of v fuoaly howes
about the curly stages of she Palestinian conllic. And shen 1 began
seaichigg everywhere, in privale houscs, especity ©ose ol houses thiar
adar® chemiged huands in genciatons. | wonld aes oeuple to lec ine louk
hrowdy their cupbas 22 ald tane. and & curienis, wind mast of the G
they @i te. 5o within taawr iheer onths we had the beginnings of v 2
argarzation, and | coiniii § i Sush i that direcrion. That was in A4,
[n 150 we decidud 1o cuige it fam a personal associntion 1o a i
arpaication: named the Arso Studies Society. Thiar was the Bt cenier—-
the oy, the newspaper archives, die documenation cester. The secous
ceaur was for sanstics. Thea we creaied the Ealy Chilthood Resouwce
Cencr, which umong other things is arying to develop kivlemqgarens, then
the Ruman Rights lafostion Cenzer. These e a nanber ol sections
wichin the reseuch cencer, such as Issaeli wifairs, Palesciniun alfairs, wd dee
gecgaghiy section (hat prats maps and produces adases.

J1S: To whag extem wandld sone sy the society has o polinrcal rule?

Hlusini: Theough this instituticn we are hetping o buildan infrastructun:
i tl: remitories, especially in Jensalen. Whit is happeaing in Jeusalem
is alo a culiural siupple—ihe lsmelis want 1w chanpe the lace of the ity
and nake ic Jewish, and we ure stuggling o keep it Aruh, Cne way of doiag
thacis 0 buitd up instucions aad sssociations, and 1o make thea struag
enuigh ta widhstand the lsowelis. That s very poliical.
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IS I de socw ' :
€ sty have coblems with the authoricies bejore i ciesure m July !
Husayus 7 sidy
..4_--)'__:1 . -lm-g._..w HWAE e set it up, the Iscaclis put e widee Bowse
" hause anese h.r rght. town west by Juy. The order was renewed
+MERupon tor ne nexr five years, tht up uncil 1 was inlpl'.i:iﬁl'l.l‘ii
Ty Lrst o i i Wiis i
LoF y ”f'r ..H.ilﬂj.lnlﬁlr-‘l?'ﬁ desention. All of thar w <erainly neant o
s : rlm-, centers activies. There were also many occasions whu:n the
3 |E"“m would enrer wciety buildings, provokieg emplogess. T
vianld apen investipgion: i . 5
J"m‘:j;lu.n _|n:.:~,ng:‘-l.|;1?n..:|hum thew, somerines qrrest thear. When thﬂ:
arested ine me Apal 199% they searched itudi '
the building wnd confis
sy | 2 und confiscared a loe
ik h“ild.i:;ts, : han our puple rame o work thie nexe norming, they found
_ wide - en, unrotecred. Ar i i
<1, - At times there luve be f
cloue eaiployees iy, ari ¥ W il
_ oot once. Lonceming the fuiy ¢losur,
e L'l“.l\!l' UL s l'!' * WD ﬂ ; u‘Y . m“'c‘ thu‘f m“de
g name—the Palescing: " B ——50
i ! ] dleitinign Research Center
3 e nut i 1l The building i
: s closn)—1he wechi
el e Sk _ vves, Libeary, and
: n—hat uu;: Wara vantines in ouc other locatinns. They alws runﬁsa.w*.ur a
s imends | = ' - 2l
; s u lew Jdays afie they closed the Buslding, which si.ji laven't

been retimnl,

[
JPS: You dave spane more fie in prison shan o
ok 0f the st ewency- four moths. Da
Aud if so, 1o what Jou anbute it?

et West Dand leaders—si sapen
youe see yoursedf 1o having been tagered?

Hlfm?rnr: | think it is clear har the Isa;-..eIFs want by st
building weivigies. Aad forhe administrative . 5
a5 | saick—1 was able o apak our, 10 work rl .
vihes beciuse of oy Jeiusaem L]j. 5

tap these insritucion-
HENOn e yeus ago, it's
€ i che deld givsy Iy

IPS: Dut othivs from fast |
. ers frorm East Jersalem, suel ini
i been witspoken (ul et fve not M':ia;:::;a A e et

Fhusayni: These pec 3le e

s 3jn ﬂtu.s-th[rx,,.l.-_ Mayrave gorten a kol of mmunity because the

S ah pu :Lr u‘;‘t‘ nemationaily. You wili remember thar H'umf:

i one al dhose diose e was \ i

sl _ he wus pegusetl o the Amedcans
ugh the _1 LO w e Fre of a Jel= g feoimy the itoties Ta

“onnection wirth the pege T b I i

ke peace gﬁm. eie weie uthors in thar sitearion as

well, = Brachs pust couln't go asd arrese '

e . _ . ANSE S, sioce they were

- s peace process in whia the Unired States iy f was inv:ivt:l i

s [ ;
Y How were yore neated in srison?

— e . e e iy
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Husaym: | ws nor meated nemly as Lad as athers. The wont nmes were
at the Russia compound, Moscobiya, were you are pat when you're fise
arrested and uring meerrogation. L was 1 21e for o ootk and o hall the hise
rime, 1 mon the second, and during o dhind decention unly before and
after wy eomt hewings. The interopzon petiods were the handest—
incerrogatior could last up m eighe Burs, without intepuption, vadh
seveni| intenpators taking tiths, Pue | as never tormnsd or beaten, aml
they never cvered any head with vne of sose thick, foul-amelling bags that
make breathig dilliculr or chamed me eni-sispended for days on ead, as
they did to reny. For myzelf, Lwas just pwin a Jark, donp cell, owo merers
by two metes, wirn no fresh ais and scetimes vath no elecerioy. The
thisd rime [ &5 kept in solation lor alost dhe eniine six nontle, excepr
for the fust feen days. | was placed in zell alone and was noe allowed 1w
talk with arone. Even during the owo ours a dav | speoe i the prison
yard, ic was & isalation. But whils in pociple it was farbidi=n ro talk witls
anyone, in foe the mards wsoally cooldst prevent me from wtking o she
prisomes in euby colls, who were Jevan common baw prcasess. Inothe
beginning e peisomers were hesitant - even antagonistic, but after jon
discuss with wm a liette while, their uoudes chanpe. Witk o fess dags
] Wils :lhl\! I(I'HJHJ. uuﬂll Ilfllltimli Wiltl i, -I-I"'l.i I.IleII L'rli}'-'lilfl! e Wllh
newspapers aul infomm tion frons the uside.

JPS: YWas the: any diffeserie in prisom codivions after the incifudnh legan?

Hhsaymi: Far of all, it wos mwoch ines cnswded. For instance, in the
Mascaluya pson, there are cells whenshey pue onsones wha are enlier
waiting o b intenogsiad o waiting 1ioe manafeoed (o another prison,
Before the inifuduh storted a cell desizad o hoid twelve prisoners held
thicry. Durir the inrifzdah, there woulbe hifty in that ceil, all squecral
vwer each atar. The whole space conlilike thiry matrresses end ro end,
0 with aoud Gicy prople, you-had zout one and a Lolf persons pec
mattress, ansall these pairs of shoes pild up ina comer like 2 pymmid.

Also, th way the prison guands cited che Jetainess during the
intifadah wa weirible, They would be o sem whenever they could, kg
them to the anl onside and beatie. rd.n up for nothingg, They Jdid oo
wally do e things e us, the wldaniones. Sometimes they even
sepamied thows grovps, becaose they few the secunty pasoners had clear
poliical posi.ns and were prepured 1o eept the consequences, bue they
dida't know b fatifadah prisovees aaa v ored o impeess one them an
s viphere o fear.

¥




Ir
L}

& JOURNAL OF PALESTINE STUTIES

@

JPS: Wus April 1997 the fist time you swaere i Jrisans

: |
Husasni: No, | spent 2 year i the Damun prison i [Hafy froen Moveinber

i
i

LL]

T UE

1—89

June War sturted, | was g minor ofhcer, les than « |

nelp us in any figh, whether political or milicary. | talked a ko alws
1'__'--.______"

ruf !;.:_6? to Ocrober f’f 1968. It was there thac [ leamed Hehrew, f¢
..:;I:: utf:]f'm me—prison gives you the OPportunity to know wore about e
.h e side, to @k to them, to siare ceading their langusge, You could sa

that prisons ace the higher academic insei tutes of the Palestiniun n:vnlutiﬁn :

JPS: Whas were you arvesced Jon?

Husaxi: For possession of arms. They searched iy house ind found rwo

disassembled weapons.

JPS: £2oes ks passessi 4
s ;wﬂg&!pun sion of weapors vejlect a position: on YOur part vis-G-yis the

:. :‘m ;r.f. W::en there is an veeuition, people have the righe 1o fighe ic by
; 1.r n':e.un they can, including the wimed strugple. Bue it is nor 2 muse, iy
] ln. Im.cmaw it can be used 2t cereain pericad, bue ic is aot oo endl in igself

selieve thac ar this stage, other means will work bezeer. | am i
.sh:u- we shauld renounce the acmed strugithe, buc cunw *.w:"-'r o iie
The araied scruggle is anly part of the poligical strupple L

IPS: Wt ubout yuer gum Divolvement m the military aspect of dhe canser

Hisaym: | juined the Palostine Lilweration Ay (PLA)Y i 19496 and ¢hen

went tanificess” school in Sysia, Brst o Aleppo, thei Cainascus, When the

: | . eutenant, and 1
sent t main Calestinian figheers in Lebanon—it was the firss military C."I\[:'l:;

ne Palestinians set up in Lebanon legaily. 1 encered Meicyr on 8 June 1967

and staed a wonth at thae camp before going back ro Damascus. [ hyelu't

been in Jenisilem since 1966, and with the defeac [ decided 1o go buck 1o

:.;1:‘ ;:i:;ﬂf::;:ﬂ?1m' iflia ] entered Jemsalem for i week, and decided thae
i o e *: Egnil,l?;:::':;:;:nfi hack, including the members of
back, miad was telling achers in the PLA
A0 et in ms hut rather o geg peeple. | said th
[ get as many a5 we coald inside—soldicrs, oflicers
unce insile we counld build, gridually, and thlnl wi:hi;\

il we could enter. So 1 came
thar the mose impoitant thing was
at chis was the e
politicians —and e
a few years this would
it thar
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before | came back, but | didn't find meh respunse, so 1 decided 1o con
back to Jenwalem alune.

JPS: Whait did you n, wce you gt ther?

Hisayni: | siaitgg to live my life, ad w make contacts with other,,
eipecially those from the PLA who age alnsady in Gazal So we had o7
these meetings, discussing what we coid do. Foe ooy paee, 1 owes thinka
that it was not the tine o siaet shoot 2. | choughe toe 2iaun dhe ne
ta build @ political siructure ar opraniaion and thew, afior thai, « ¢ conlid
go on 1o the armed strupgle if necessar. Bac it didn't wer ..

JPS: Su even 2t chat stape, snmediately agr the war, jou seenwil wdv stresnng
altemadves tn ammal sivggle, despite te forr thae you hed Ixan o anditany

officer. . . .
Husayni: Or, because of tluw facr. . .
JPS: How did you happen o bave thusz wapons in your house!

Husayni: 1 had mer Mre. Aralie, by chaee, in Radlaly when hie entend
the occopicd temitories secretly afterche wur, Tlucugh o conversation
abour butldiog a polivical struchore wia a militisy wineg, T apreed o keep
these pieces soed to tiy in the future o min peogi: s seditan wing 1o b
used only in an emesgency sitation. wil tien 1 was <.

JPS: You mention Asafar You are aftersccieal of Teimg Avadad’s
West Bank. What is your velutiomship wh ban!

Husaymi: | have known 8e. Arafac fior the olil days, since | was a chaii.
| Rese emember meeding him in 195 when | was nice years old and be
came 10 our house in Helivpolis, Egype Fle was o srdene activis in Cans
at the nme. T mer him several tises ver the yean.

So, yes, | know hini. Bur the iugonant poiat is simply thar [ am a
Palestiniun who belicves thar the PL is the ole tepresentative of ihe
Palestinian people, amd a5 the chainan of the VRO M. Arafac is our
representative. Aod becanee | have been supng this over anad over,
especiully since 1982, arl copeating the any se'ution must be though the
PLO, the Ismelis goe the iden thar o bis wan, Bae T am ne one's aan:




10 JOURMAL OF PALESTINE STUDMES

[ am simply like any orher Palestiviian figli ) i _
an fighting the occups :
that Arafac is the leader of the Palestinian people. I8 P g

J'S: How do you feel abous decusannns that Arafmr has gone wo for in making
concessins, that he is yiving o much siway?

Huunyni: 1 do not believe this.-If yau look ar the resaluc

_ ' 3 tivns of the [t
PNC in Algiers, you will find thae Mr. Anfat & juse mzlr:?g them, jt:s:
foli’m.wng what was decided there. [e did s o farther—he said Israel had
the tight to exist within secure aqd recognized bowders. That's it.

JPS: But what aboue the renunciation of terrorsm?

f:fu?.u]m: Like every other penple engaged in a national stusgle, ot certain
times some Pulestinians used teqror. We have 1o say thac cerain of the
operations could not, scientifically speaking, be called wcts of war. Arviat
said what he did because he was speaking about the entire Malestinian
penple, and if such acts were committed here aund there by sume, it hud to
be said. So now we are tenouncing these things. -

JES: And this is not going besund the PNC?
Husayni: —No, 1 do nor believe so.

_:E:r;: lh: maﬂL:::cr Jw.m';m'rm-'lip bectonen the Palestinians u.siide the territories and

Hlfiu;nr.i: The Palestinions inside are living in pare of the Palestinias forest.
It is true that ir is an impartant pare, bue still, ic is only ane pare. W:au;
see trees and leaves and twigs, bur we cannor see the forest as a whole. For
this reason, the erucial decisions canaot be made except by those whe can
we the entire focest, and that meuns the leadership of che PLO. For sure
ihq_'l_ﬁ:t of ws who live in the midsc of the wees can ke daily. tacc i
decisions, but not the large ones. g

JES: What whous when the Mute is fenenuled?

::[l-;.iﬂ)‘l'll..' After tl.": establishment of che Palestinian state, there will be no
Mestinians outside, only Palestinians inside in the sense that there will be

[

HUSATHE 1)

supportive, encouraping role. Those who clicese to come Bock will be Gl
participants in the state-building process.

JPS: But thuse from the outsule don't know the prodiems of tase living maul-,

Husagniz |, abso, do%hot know thew problems. Thie Palestinians who rewuen
will live theic own problems. The government will be for both prongs

1
equally. :
I

JUS: How will the roles be defived? ;
|

|

|

Husayui: | belicve that the leadesship of the PLO is the leadership of the
Palestinian people. With a peaceful solution, this lesdership will wu v mo- :
ically he transfeired from the outside to the inside, and the .t
adminstrative apparatuses inside and outside will be linked. There ..o Jdy
are sune links, fue instance Sevween the Higher Education Cauar'. satside
and the Higher Education Council for the univessities inside, nue the |
arganizational structue will have to be changed o complere this linkape.

Muving {rom the stage of revolution to the stuce-building stge, new
skills will be needed. During dhe strugple, you neved leadess who can face the
vceupation and who ace rendy (o go 1o jail and o fight as long as necessary,
who can hold firm. But in building a state, you necd people who are efficizut
in aduunistration and who kaow how to povem. Somcone like we,
Husagni, may have an impastant sole in the presenr stage of the steupple.
Dut it you appoint nie minister of agriculture, for cxample, it could be avery
costly mistake—I coutd destruy it! Maybe some . e people who are well
known now will not be in the povernment, while uthers who ane just
ondinary 1esidents now will be important in the suvernment. It'sa yuestion
of skills and specialization.

JPS: I planning for a Polestavan state, what ubout the vpht of setwn? |

Husayni: The right o setum to the Palesunian state is not negotiable, 1t
a natwnl right for every Palestinian 1o rewuen to the Palestinian :ﬂ;nl'.:
eciuse the very idea behind creating the state is the establishment of 4.
homeland where the Palestinian people can feel sccure, where they can'’
fulfill their gouls, hopes, and national aspirations. Any Palestinian who
lives in exile who wants to come 1o the Palestinian stace, whene he can 101
Pie bildone te mn Arah Paleginian ammospliere, must be able  do so. :
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But i i ;
i 1943:]};:1:::?“]‘:::1? :::T;‘:: :‘;;:‘:i:rr;ﬂlﬂ:“ﬁ?;h [lticrs they left lesyenedd chiat some I.-ir.lq::{i solincians wanted to meer with e, Tovas ar this
of them [lsraelis wanting to live in cor state ;“'“[ q;lm. []'Irz&ﬂrf} of =ome tirne that Moshe Amitav asked 1o meet with us to show us a3 prepesal hehad
ire theirs shonldbe discussed ater. Both of ts—Pal S nnting o 'lwe prepared. We held several meetings with him that led w the devenpment
should pledge mt ™ impose any measure tha 3 I""”““"‘.“Eﬂl‘-tl fernelis— of new propassle. We advisad him 1o po disciss them with Agalat, Toit then
sceurity or soverignty either of the |:'::||:stini::|1l; '::::::::"::! '-;ll‘;_"-"m the I swas arrested amld e whs dismissedd from the l.il::u‘!. faser Dinet wah him, ,
such questinns hould be feft 10 nepotiations. Dut the issue ? ::I :-m'mfinﬁn Bl g SR O e | fhudl WS MEINE Y O LU S
return oo the Plestinian stare is 10t oxe of hiose TS Tinis W might to a meeting hctw_ccn s and |nre1_.u|_1-rrs. ol .thr Shinui mavement. . !
In facr, the imporiant pelitical mestings touk place over thiee days. The | l
JPS: You seen I',he waling the two-state solution R L first was with one wine of the Labor n“i.‘tm".e, the sceand with n.nn,\lhu: wing
Jeel that Palestinins propose it only for tactical reasons. as i ‘md# of the alliance, snd the third was wich Shinnt. So duting this pericxd we
: veal goal remaing democratic secular state. + s @ stagg und that their cuvered the Ismeli polivical map fom Shinei on the right 10 Peres on the
' ; lefr.
Husayni: Tlo: Jess cust understand that this is only a beautis] drearm 1l
some of us low, just as they have theirs. We l.‘l'll'I:I h;l“: y -LI ol JPS: Wore you worried shet cvitidsm from Palestinian el=nenre?
dreams, hut 15 " iave told the Ismelis more than once, il we il 1F i
must both leave vide our drenms because what are h;.““i[ tr:“ S R Husayni: You bave to realize that rhese mectings wete not a pracd al o
Ade are nightmaes to the other. If we live with our ni‘ghlrr:mmn—m :-'[i“nc personal desire, but rarhee of o Palestinian decision 1o cxplan aue political :
_tIvance towardipeace, and if we remain actached to our eeans :- w‘:n s positions to all kraeli political elements. Some of the meerings, for instince !
:ldva?nce cither.So we should leave these aside and stars *lle:[“‘lu:mII 1;»:“t the vne with Reilin of the Peres group, took place in the presence of all |
reality, about hav we can coexist with it. i itk i active Palestinian groups; eight of us attended. Whar was inreresting in:
As to the futre—who can say? Who can puarantee that or childs these bweer level meetings was that it was as if these people were heating aur |
o Eﬂﬂdchl[flren fity years from now will not ask why we haver. rjm(,:r:;: pasitions for the first time: they were surpsiced at what we said, e R
& lc::mm:muc, sevlar state! Maybe some day both sides wil want L,“iw the opposite of what they had heen told by dheir teaders. This is hecange the
: I n:::l;:lt‘:::::ml:. I?ut ﬂI-is f““H_ never be achieved by oree. What agenta nfpmkms Hrlrt'[i'l'lﬁs berween the Isiaelis andl Palestinnin: biud beer
B i i r g l-_t::ult is l'-'.h:rf:, to dicam. But wemust ser the dominaved by .3hnm|.r. Rahin, Peres, and so on. '_ﬂmv weic l:"*l': g -.ar]':r-'
Foe o1 Hi'::c“:l':;::.l-. ut frying to ﬂﬁpmc- them oncach other. con E‘fEtI_t'.:‘-r the mjzu.lm what happened at d_u: tt'r"l"l__'tfnrrﬁ. misheardng ot eniy
w P:llcalini-.ms: i [: Wrﬁ':l;’:eﬂf-[nnun is not anlyood far the the fsrazli |unm:1_hsrs but also other lsmeli peliticiins. ‘"I h‘w e c*!_m It:l:m:' |
’:' opportunity for 4] peaples and ::Er'f' : J“‘;{f_ that there is rw a historic thar the Palestinians dul not want the Plﬂ andd were tised of the intifadat
S W o 3 in the Middle East to treo enter the but weee afraid 1o say w0 in purblic bue said it behind clised dhagrs. S wny
& ry on better terms than before, impormant to ral’odirectly o those lsmeli personalities trrmake cur peaition
1 fEu Your contacs with the L politicion Moshe Amirav werewidely talkid i
1 _l_, ¢ ot the time Who stavted these contacts, you or him? IPS: And since voror velease this fest Jenary? |
-l i;ﬁ’:nﬁﬁ:}r;ﬂﬁimm .n[w ﬁl:jt_::hninhfrativu detedion in July ' Hisayni: Since my last release Lhave ' oomaking more high level cantacn :
0 . Iitkiolly. thyr waee & Jewish politically active petsons ame 1o visit I with Labor party people. And, of conrse, we are continuing o hav/|
3- R ‘wirhtin e mz among the leftise polivical goips we had mectings and exchanges in the West Pank wirh all gronps: we wne willing 1
* past, such as Ratz and Mapam, but latenome EroNunS tolle 1o any Yseaeli wha is willing to Fsten. We are nor willing 1o nepinl |
: Ve ' co Whaete: shin e of e POEY. Wit &
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udsnce, when there are meetings for Cricnual Jews who suppuee the Likud,
we alk o then. Why aoc?

JBA: Tuw yems ago young activests becaine wery spiet by auch meeungs.

Hiwayns: That is tnee, because we were weak two yeus ape. Whea you ane
weak vou can not do anyching because you have nothing o back you up.
MNow we luve strength behand us, We are relyisg on the inuladah. We can
now face the Linelis and say whar we want. If they ask us to stop the
innfidah we will say no. Before, when we met with theim we had nothing
tasay, unly to beg. [ do not want 1o bep. | want o go wirtu iny head high.
Uity thoi who leel steong and confident are capable ol offering peace
proxeals. The weak can offer nothing. Mow we ace stiong.

JP5: In fory, veates ure cking dhat you end the vanificlihy, i exdiwwge for cartam
Curtessings of compromites from Isel,

Heweepiis These demamds are heavy on the Palestinians and easy on the
Isiehs. They wsk the Limelis w elease prisoness wid wupen scliools. The
e iudich did rot begin ia erdec to bring about the telesse of prisciiers or the
tespening of schools, but in order tu e the occupation. Consequently,
anyg talk about putting an end o the intifadah shoull be macclied by 1alk
abeut cm.lmg e Dﬁttl;'utiﬂll-

For ine, the intiladal is the movement of dhe Palestinian peaple iowands
rebalding the inimstructure of o Palestinian staze. [t's a new monality, a
s of mind that is aur going 10 stap. The fourteen poinrs” raised by the
intfackah since its beginning must be addiesse L What is most inportant is
for liracl so stast wegotiations with the PLO snd to commir irself truly to the
pexe process. | his might aeace a vew simosghere and new circumstances
which wighe abso require the Palestinuns to make new decisions.

JPS What wnes of decisons? Can you elalaraze?
n

Huarym: We have alieady had over a yeac of violent confrontiiion against

* thie Isrucli uppression. We must proract the wmeifidal. We niust seize every

Thee wnclode auomplance ol e Runth Ueneva Cuonvoiiann, cangell s o sbae pelay of
exparkaan, o oml om scnlemene awriviy anad Licsl cvmifecainmt, the metiops of cwihoatal ianls,
sl L wemvnetienn on politssal freecas, and va oo See el Dncomens secuon, 75 17,
wr il PRRLE &) A%

——

—

. HUSAYHIE 13:
!

1
oy in more control over our institntivns and 1o Ea::t: _Lhn::
zgrgiratti:: price. That price might be the closure of tl'nu:l 1‘?5{:: :
vions, more killings, mote arresis. But we S}EWM not be s{:t uc o -Y'I-.;,;::
attempts to minimize the pressures of occupation here :]l‘lu! t utr;. ; 'L e
to deal with these things with extreme cautinn :11mi precision. ALt b= i
time, we shauld not go 6n saying “no” o evu‘:t‘f{hlf\j:. Whenever we sce real
oppottaitics, we should face them with real actions. :
|

JPS: How do you see the elections in dhese terms? Do they consinute one of lflc:.}
ofportunities? :
Husayni: About the elections, the siaelis ate trying s'ltift lhi:‘ entir)
agenda from the central issue of occupation 10 the marnzinal d:ssun y
clections. And they have succeeded, at least in llu_: West, whﬂf : e _-.m:l
melections” acts like magic. Everyane in the Wﬂft is dazzled by “e cctiont!
and “democracy,” buc they should not imagine that‘ clfn:uc[mlcv an,
uccupation can cONverge. Whae is the putpose of Cli’.‘l?l'.lf]ﬂﬂ-. i [I u_yw:;::
supposed to find out who is the leadership of the I'f:ﬁesur.uan :Rulp e, -
or without elections everyone knows this alceady. tnclu-..hnly the sr._u:ll -
We, too, believe that clections me impmtmu—fudun uulr n_.mnn,:
movement, democracy has always been important. "J.e have e cc.uu;:s: !
the student unions, labor unions, in the women's t‘nnmmteesjevﬂ:fw L[?:
But we are against the conditions Shamir 'rm? lmpcm:dr:]n :5':1“1:“ I
conditions surrounding the elections, which is cccupation. e Fattt

i i alle
i racy is ible under ococupation, so we CarRGL 3
O ik any case, this whole busin

ves ta participate in such elections. In s wh 1
e e 25 munent i5 wing m dmlt

is just a political game, a maneuver that the gove
attention from the occupation and the intifadah.

I
I
= |
JPS: So if these ehectiuns are inucceptuble, wluit are some of the appartawities 3:
mention that the Palestinians might be able 1o responud 107 :
i)

Husayni: Look, even for the elections, if they wore pact of a package de|
> : ' [ he end of which we wo

if they would be the first in 2 series of steps at the en i
have our state, it would be another story. In that case we would ask |
international puarantees and maoybe we would agive to elections, e
under the occupation. _ -
Rt if they would not be past of a package denl, for sure we will rely

s 1 r it ar with!
If there is a peace process, cither it is with precowditions el
Na s 1. n e s edieises Bieeouee can start tlkio

e

|
!



R sk B T SR L TR

they have their preconditions, such as these elections, then we must have
our preconditions, too, and our preconditions are cither that the occupa-
tion ends fiest or thar the elections are part of a package deal.

P8 Wt ot e bhsmat il selusie ihe slecins dmomnts io salastie.
arxl that a stalemate is exiremely dangereas for the Palestinians?

Husayni: 'First of all, there is no stalemare, because we are moving. People
talk as if the Israelis are offering the initiatives or oppostunities and that we
Palestinians are just standing there waiting, either to accept or not accept.
This is not so. We are an the move, we are fighting on the land. And 2
[ L‘f sialemate is dangerous for them, too. They cannot po on with this
situation—just look at their economic situation, their political sivation,
h look at the marale of the Isracli army, whete young soldiers fee] they are
fighcing an unacceprable and unjust war. This has an effect on them, too.
So therte is nothing 1o call a siolemate.

JPS: Sorne peaple fear that if the Israelis veally wanted to, they conld erack doun
on the intifadah

Jie
Hisayni: That day could come and we have to be ready for it. We have lost
a Jot and sacrificed a loz, but we have to remember chat other peoples
5 sacrificed far more and nonetheless achicved victorg—we have sullered one-
;’j.’ tenth of what the Viemamese did. | am not trying to underestimace the
0 suffering of our people, but we have to be willing 1o pay the price that others
= have paid. It is a mistake 10 believe that we can recover our rights casily.
T O We have already paid a lot over a long period, but if we have to pay more,
m | “': we have to be ready.
o -
4 | JPS: What ubowt the velationship betueen the political leadership in the werritories
w and the Unified Nationul Command of the Uprising?
e u
. N Husaymi: It's like the relationship berween the Palestinian people and the
; F] PLO. The PLO is both an idea and an institution. All the Palesrinian
@ " peaple are the PLO in the sense of the ides, yet at the same time there is
ks 5 | the instirutional strucrure. s the same for us in the intifadah—there is the
j  instition, which is the Unified National Command, and then there is the

idens, which is the whole people, including us, the political leadership.

- —AUG 02

1 JPS: So you don't distinguish bereen the political leadership anel the peaple?
u

3
i

i T
L

Wl e R AT 0

Rt i R B

uc the visible political leadership, simply represent therm.

E;;M;‘:t t:::rminn to their will. The decisions, ihe direcrives—all that
e

comes from the Unified Narional Conunand.

JPS: Then~zhat exaerdy is required of the visible political Teadership?
od mysell in the same prison

Husayni: During my socond derention, I fou years. We used 10 know cach

block with old friendsF hadn't seen fos many

v i i5 DT
L+ L]

in prison
activities and political directions. Sa here we all were wgether in p -

nd it was a great opparrumty and we would sit and 1alk as we hadn't had
and it v S

the chance o do over the Tast yeass. Just before 1 was to be released, in june

1d do outside. What
i andl we talked about what we cou
lgﬂnai;:ic?cilw::: T;';:"“ could not throw more stones 11;:1;&51: ::.:t_:::m :,T
. the intilada e m
ically add any more power o |

-_mh! n'::: lilf:nv; wet:uld do was not o d'mappm?u our pcnp'lt.lﬂu:: I-::l-:
lmp{:a's Jeaders, so we must keep this thing going and not give : ;“i" :
mublmit not let the other side move us froin the line aur people are hghting
5t .

oment lose sight of the final goal we are working

for, not ever for one m i

ing, i - a5 a pouxl
rowards. Our tale, more than anything, is 1o serve as A g

i is i i an do.
face the occupation and refuse it. This is the minimum we can

JPS: Oue last question. Once the sute is established, how do you sce yonrself!

] ta o on as director of the Armb Studies
gxu?w“:: :ugﬁrh[i';‘tﬂﬁzxn::juzc ﬂu% maybe wimrT we have 4 sl?h: I ,::.:
be lh: rson most qualified 10 un it—since i 15 3 m_.-s-_*mc \ ce - i
o t IT"tl‘d require someone with a more academic background. s
':I!:‘:&}lfu:itl::l;uwmh? like to do is continue my work with the Human Rights

i [ tinian stale 1o
Information Center, and continue my stupgle in the Pales

protece human tights.
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