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- The Telephone Metwork: in the short term new main lines will be constructed to settlements in
the eastern slopes of the Samaria mountains, and in the long term the system will be enlarged along

with growth of the population and economic development.d

- The Electricity Network: electricity supply will be improved by an additional line (under
construction) from Jerusalem, which will be connected to tha existing network,
- Housing: In Stage A 300 new housing units will be required and in Stage B and the Final Stage

450 and 650 units respectively.

6. NATURE RESERVES, ARCHAELOGICAL SITES AND TOURISM

A number of nature reserves are proposed, in the mountainous areas, as well as in the central rift
valley and meander belt. In these reserves nature trails will be developed, and parking facilities and
picnic spots provided at their margins. Archaeological sites will be preserved and roads to them

constructed,

Four major tourist projects are proposed; in Wadi el Maliah to exploit the hot springs there: At Wadi

Pazael near the nature reserve and antigquities; at Wadi Auja with its abundant water supply; and at

the religious sites on the banks of the Jordan River,




&
4. PUBLIC SERVICES

EDUCATION

A comprehensive primary and high school system is planned for the Jordan Valley Regional Council,
including primary schools at Hamra and at Nahal Mesu'a and & high school at MNahal Mesu‘a. In the
short term, because of the small number of pupils, a high sehool system will be operated jointly by
the Regional Council and the development town of Ma‘ake Ephraim. The children of the region’s
kibbutzim and moshavim will study together. The children of religious settlements in the northern
part of the planning region will study in the religious education system of Beit Shean Valley

Regional Council.

OTHER PUBLIC SERVICES
- A health center will be erected in Ma‘ale Ephraim and clinics in sach settlement,

- The Regional Council will supply the usual municipal services such as waste disposal, building

control, etc.
- Commerical services will be provided in Ma‘ale Ephraim.

- Sports and cultural events will be organised cooperatively between the Regional Council and Ma‘alke

Ephraim.

THE REGIONAL CENTER

An unpopulated regional center will be established at the former site of Nahal Mesu'a, in the center
of the Regional Council. Community services to be provided at the center include primary and high
schools and Regional Council offices. Packing houses and other economic services will ako be

located in the center.

5. DEVELOPMENT OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND HOUSING

- The Water Network: the Sea of Galilee - Jordan Valley project will be implemented; systems for
supply of water from the Jordan River will be built: the network for supply of fresh water from

wells will be completed.

- The Road Network: the major planned works are improvement of main and regional roads,

particularly the Beit Shean - Jericho and Ma'sle Ephraim - Pazael roads, and construction of

approach roads to new settlements
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of the water will decline. Utilisation of this source will require storage of winter flows and mixing

with fresh water. Additional brack water will be supplied from springs on the shores of the Northern

Dead Sea.

In view of the limitations of the various water sources discussed abowve, water will be brought to the
region from the Sea of Galiles, 50 as to ensure continued development. Careful planning is required

to achieve efficient integration of the different water sources.

AGRICULTURAL BRANCHES

Today in the Jordan Valley Regional Council and Morthern Dead Sea Region some 19,000 dunams
are cultivated - 60% field crops, 35% orchards and under 5% flowers. In Stage A of the plan
cultivated area will double to 36,000 dunams and the proportion of orchards and flowers will

increase. In Stage B 60,000 dunams will be cultivated and in the Final Stage 73,000 dunams.

The main field crops are winter vegetables, melons and watermelons from the central rift valley
mashavim. The kibbutzim and moshavim shitufiim will concentrate on industrial crops (eg. cotton),

and vegetables that can be picked and handled by mechanical means.

The dominant orchards planned are dates (up to 400 dunams in each settlement) and vines {(grapes
for fresh consumption), mostly in the moshavim. Also planned are citrus and sub-tropical orchards

and new orchards will ba introduced to reduce the dependence on dates and vines.

The extent of hot-houses for flowers will increase greatly - from 260 dunams today to 900 dunams,
1900 dunams and 2,200 dunams in Stages A and B and the Final Stage, respectively. In view of tha
extent of their contribution to the regional economy, the region must be given first priority in the

allocation of national quotas for flower growing.

In the Arab sector large areas of vegetables (28,000 dunams) are cultivated and bananas and citrus
are also grown. Most of the produce is marketed in Judea and Samaria and in Jordan and other
Arab countrigs. An Increase in irrigated areas is expected and planning i needed to coordinate the

production of the Arab sector with that of the Reglonal Council

AGRICULTURAL SERVICES

Handling, packing and sorting of produce will be done within the Regional Council and ako in
neighbouring areas. A multi-purpose regional vegetabie packing plant is planned for Stage A and
thereafter packing plants for watermelons, grapes and sub-tropical fruits will abko be

established.Dates, citrus fruit, flowers and other produce will be handled in other regions particularly

Beit Shean Valley Regional Council,




4
10 dunams of orchards and 2 dunams of flowers in each agricultural unit, The moshavim of the
eastern slopes of the Samaria mountains will grow 10 dunams of orchards and 2 dunams of flowers
per agricultural unit. In the longer term the amount of land per unit will be increased and new crops

will be introduced.

Each kibbutz or moshav shitufi will grow 1200 dunams of field crops, B0O dunams of archards and

will raise livestock or poultry,

ARABLE LANDS

In the stage of full development the settlements of the Jordan Valley Regional Council will cultivate
nearly 50,000 dunams. Of this 23,000 dunams will be in the western central rift valley, 15,000
dunams will be in the Jordan River meander bek, and 10,000 dunams will be in the eastern slopes of
the Samaria mountains and Mehola area. In addition some 12,500 dunams, mostly in the eastern
central rift valley, will be allocated to the settlements, providing that they will be found suitable for

cultivation.

The settlements of the Northern Dead Sea Region will cultivate an additional 13,000 dunams -
10,000 dunams near the Dead Sea and 3,000 dunams in the southern meander belt of the Jordan

River.

WATER CONSUMPTION AND SOURCES

The total consumption of fresh water by the settlements of the Jordan Valley Regional Council will
total about 55 million cubic meters per annum, and the settiements of the Morthern Dead Sea
Region will consume another 15 million cubic meters in the Final Development Stage. The total
consumption of brack water will be about 50 million cubic meters per annum, af this 40 million
cubic meters in the Jordan Valley Regional Council and 10 million cubic meters in the Morthern

Dead Sea Region.

The total amount of fresh water that will be available from wells s estimated at 38 million cubic

meters per annum, so that 32 million cubic meters will have to be supplied from other sources,

In the Northern Dead Ssa Region recycled sewerage water from Jersualem is available but ite use js

limited because of health factors and the cost of a supply system.

Brack water will be supplied mainly from the Jordan River, where the flow is estimated (very
roughly) to be 200 million cubic meters per annum. It is expected that the flow will be reduced as a

result of increased Jordanian and Syrian consumption from the Yarmukh River, and that the quality




REQUIRED INVESTMENT

In each stage of the planned development an investment of 4,000 million shekek (December 1982
prices} will be required, ie. 12,000 million shekek total - of this one third for infrastructure, one

third for the development of agriculture and industry in the settlements, and one third for housing,

2. THE ECONOMIC BASE

The main economic activity in the settiments of the Jordan Vally Regional Council will be
agricufture. In the long term there will be considerable industrial development, mainly in the

kibbutzim and moshavim shitufiim.

Each moshav will be based on 80 agricultural units and each kibbutz or moshav shitufi on B0

agricultural units and 40 non-agricultural units. Export of produce will be of great importance.

Today the moshavim of the Jordan Valley are experiencing serious economic problems - large debts
have sccumulated, many agricultural problems remain to be solved and some markets are limited,
The addition of new lands near the Jordan River to the existing settlements will contribute to the
solution of the economic problems but must be accompanied by sufficient water supplies,

intensification of research and development, introduction of new crops and development of markets.

3. AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
SUB-REGIONS AND AGRICULTURAL UNITS

The planning region may be divided into three agricultural sub-regions: the central rift valkey and
meander plain, which has a clear climatic advantage permitting the growing of winter vegetables and
early fruits for the export and local markets; the eastern slopes of the Samaria mountains where a

climatic advantage is lacking; the Mehola area which has a climate similar to the Beit Shean Valley.

The allocation of water is the same throughout the Regional Council; 30,000 cubic meters of fresh
water and 15,000 cubic meters of brack water per agricultural unit - ie. 2.4 million cubic meters of

fresh water and 1.2 million cubic meters of brack water per settlement.

1}

The moshavim of the central rift valley and of the Mehola area will grow 15 dunams  of field crops,

1) One dunam = 1/4 acre.
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planned to grow to BO families each, while kibbutzim and moshavim shitufiim will reach 120 famifies

gach, in their final development stages.

Table 1. Number of Settlements and Families in Jordan Valiey Regional Council

Kibbutzim &
Mazhavim Moshavim Regional Total
Shitufiim Center
1982
Settlements 13 4 — 17
Families 402 125 - 527
Stage A
Settlements 14 8 1 24
Families 750 300 - 1050
Settlements 14 9 1 24
Families 1035 520 - 1555
Final Stage
Settlements 14 8 1 24
Families 1120 1080 - 2200

STAGES OF THE PLAN

The development is planned in three stages - two stages of & years each, and a third stage of

undefined time where full development will be attained in principle.

In Stage A (18983-1987), 5 new settlements will be established and the population will grow from
500 to about 1000 families. The relative weight of moshavim in the regional population will decrease.
Most of the new lands In the Jordan River meander belt will be cultivated by new and wveteran

settlements and new sources of water will be utilised. A regional center will be initiated.

In Stage B (198B-1992) an additional settlement will be established, and the population will grow to
approximately 1500 families. The majority of moshavim will attain ther target population of 50
families. Mast of the agricultural development will be completed in this stage and industrial

development will increase.

In the Final Stage there will be 23 settlements in the region with a total population of 2200 families.




PLAN SUMMARY

1. THE PLAN FRAMEWORK
PLANNING BORDERS

This is a comprehensive development plan for that region under the jurisdiction of the Jordan Valley
Regional Council, which is composed of settlements whose characteristics set it apart from
nelghbouring settlement regions. The settlements of the Jordan Valley Regional Council are united
by a common agricultural economy and share a common administrative framework. Neighbouring
settlement areas belong to different regional councik and/or have a non-agricultural economic base.
This plan deals with neighbouring areas where there are inter-relationships between them and the
Jordan Valley Regional Council, particularly as regards the agricultural development of the Marthern
Dead Sea Region. The Jordan Valley has a small Arab population whose settlements are not under

the jurisdiction of the Regional Council.

EXTENSION OF THE SETTLEMENT NETWORK AND POPULATION GROWTH

Today there are 17 settlements in the Jordan Valley Regional Council of these 10 in the central
rift valley {7 moshavim and 3 kibbutzim), another 5 in the eastern slopes of the Samaria mountains

{all moshavim) and 2 in the Mehola area lone moshav and one moshav shitufi),
Extension of the settlement network is planned for three areas:

al In the northern part of the Regional Council, in the Mehola-Ro'i- Argaman triangle, 4
settlements will be established - Brosh, Rotem, Hemdat and Maskiyot., These settlkements will be
either kibbutzim or moshavim shitufiim, because of a lack of arable land close to them. Most of their

lands will be in the meander belt of the Jordan River.

b} In the central rift valley, at the southern end of the Regional Council, two settlements - Na'aran

B, a kibbutz and Na'ami B.a moshav - will be established.

¢l In the meander belt of the Jordan River and in the eastern part of the central valley the
settlement network will be extended by the cultivation of new lands, but not by the establishment

of settlements themselves, due to climate and security problems.

The plan for establishment of new settlements and the growth of the population are summarised in

tablke 1. A regional center for community and economic services will ako be established, An average

absorption rate of 5 new families in each settlement per year has been adopted. The moshavim are
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