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SUMMARY

"The Green Line" is the term commonly used in Israel for the armistice lines
between Israel and the neighbouring Arab States delimited in a number of armistice
agreements signed in 1949. These armistice lines, which became temporary
international boundaries, coincide along most of their length with the boundaries
of Palestine under British Rule (1918-1948), The term '"The Green Line" is derived
from the fact that on official Israeli maps these armistice lines were overprinted
in green. This led to a common pratice in contemporary Israeli cartography to use
a green line to mark the 1949 armistice lines (a violet line is used to mark the

1967 cease fire lines).

The main deviation of "The Green Line" from the international borders of British
Palestine has been the delination of the area known as "The West Bank", i.e. those
areas west of the river Jordan which were occupied in 1948 by the Kingdom of
Jordan, later annexed by Jordan and held by it up to mid-1967. "The West Bank"
extends over most of the area of the central highlands of Palestine; the highlands
of Samaria and Judea. It is to this part (cutting across Samaria and Judea) of

"The Green Line'" that this study is devoted.

"The Green Line" deviates from the old Palestinian-Jordanian boundary, which ran
along the river Jordan, at a point approximately 13 km. south-east of the township
of Beisan. It runs, at first, in a general north western direction across the
northern fringes of the Samarian Highlands, facing the Valley of Beisan and the
Plain of Esdraelon (Emek Yizrael). About 9 km. south west of the township of
Affula, the "line' turns south west, cuts across the southern part of the
Carmel Range, and then takes a southerly direction and runs almost parallel to the
eastern edge of the coastal plain. It is in some sections of this latter part of
"The Green Line" that it comes closest to the coast (13-17 km.) giving this part

of the coastal plain the nickname "The narrow waist of Israel.

Approximately 20 km. WNW of Jerusalem the "line" takes an easterly turn into the
heart of the Judean Highlands to reach the northern outskirts of Jerusalem. It

then cuts across the center of Jerusalem at the southern edge of which it turns south
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west and comes down from the highlands into the foothills. The part of Israel
delimited by this protrusion of "The Green Line" into the Judean Highlands is
known as "The Jerusalem Corridor". Upon reaching the foothills south-west

of Jerusalem "The Green Line" again turns south and follows the foothills to

a point approximately 15 km. N.E. of Beer-sheba, where it turns east and cuts
across the southern reaches of the Judean Highlands and the Judean Wilderness to

reach the shores of the Dea Sea.

BOUNDARY OF TOTAL SEPARATION
"The Green Line" in Samaria and Judea (as along other parts of the armistice lines)

became actually, from the moment it was delimited and demacrated, a super-imposed
boundary of total separation, sealed and almost impassable (at least legally),

a barrier across which there were hardly any contacts. The consequence of the
imposition of""The Green Line" was the creation of a badly hit“frontier zone along
its eastern side, i.e., along the western margin of the Jordanian held territory
("The West Bank'). This "Frontier Zone" 1is a 3-5 km. wide belt which almost
along its entire length is confined to the western fringes and foothills of the
central highlands (Samaria and Judea). This is a belt poor in arable land and

in water and other resources. Much of it consists of extensive deeply dissected
highly impervious- calcareaus rock formations. Many of the hill slopes are covered
by barren rock or by shallow stony scils. The valleys are narrow and occupied

to a great extent by beds of dry seasonal streams (wadis), gravel and rock debris.
The population of this narrow belt of hilly country, adjoining the lowlands of the
coastal plain and the Vale of Esdraelon, which became a frontier zonme with the birth
of "The Green Line'", is almost entirely Arab (Moslem).

puring the period of the British rule (1918-1948) the inhabitants of this belt,
which will be called henceforth "Frontier Zone", became to a large extent dependent
on the lowlands for their livelihood and most vital services. This had been the
result of the rapid development, economic growth and modernization of the lowlands,
The drainage of the malarial swamps, which for centuries covered much of the
lowlands, and the effective imposition of law and order (by the British administr-
ation) enabled many of the inhabitants of the adjoining foothills to occupy and
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cultivate fertile lands in the lowlands and concentrate their farming activities
on these lands rather than on the poor stony soils of the foothills in the

vicinity of their villages.

Furthermore, the rapid expansion of the citrus plantations (from less than 5000
acres in 1919 to over 80,000 acres in 1948) in the lowlands as well as the
appearance of a dense urban and rural Jewish population, with its intensive

modern agriculture and industrial activities, opened up numerous employment
opportunities, especially for unskilled labour, and provided a continuously growing
labour market which attracted a large proportion of the adult male populations

of the villages and townships in the foothills ("Frontier Zone').

This study re-confirmed facts which were apparent and well known in the 1940's
namely, that just before the outbreak of the hostilities which led to the birth
of "The Green Line" (1947) a large proportion of the population of the mentioned
foothills belt of Samaria and Judea were highly dependent on the lowlands for
sources of income, vital services (including modern transportation) and supplies,
This was not the case with the population of the immer parts of the highlands who
did not develop significant ties with the lowlands and who were not dependent on
them.

The fact that a seriously depressed "Frontier Zone' developed east of '"The Green
Line", soon after the "line" was imposed as a sealed boundary, was the direct

result of the total separation of the foothills from the lowlands. In most villages
and townships in this "Frontier Zone', a substantial part of the inhabitants was
deprived of their sources of livelihood. Many of the frontier villages were barred
from their best agricultural lands by the new, impassable boundary. They lost

acess to employment and vital services. Thus, a large part of the population of

the "Frontier Zone" became destitute, Emigration, especially of young males,
followed, By the middle 1960's nearly all villages and townships in the '"Frontier
Zone" had developed patterns of demographic composition chracteristic of areas

from which much of the male labour force had emigrated. Thus, in many villages
e sd IV
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the number of females in the 18-44 age group was nearly twice that of the
males, even though the proportion of females in that age group was already well
below normal. Most emigrants went to the Arab oil states of the Persian Gulf

from where they sent money back home to support their families. There were clear
indications, by the mid-1960's, to justify the use of the term "decaying" to
describe many villages in the "Frontier Zone'. There seems to be little doubt
that had the processes which were in progress in the "Frontier Zone", as a result
of the existence of "The Green Line', continued into the 1970's, this belt would
have been depleted of the majority of its economically active population with

a substantial reduction in the total number of inhabitants.

EFFECTS OF THE 1967 WAR
Following the June 1967 war, since which Israel has held and administered "The West

Bank" (Samaria and Judea), "The Green Line'" has assumed a completely new character,
From a totally sealed international border between hostile states it has become

an internal administrative boundary open to unrestricted and uncontrolled free
movement of people and goods. This brought about a conspicious transformation

in the fate and characteristics of the villages and townships in the "Frontier
Zone", i.e., the belt of foothills and the fringes of the central highlands
adjoining the lowlands. The dependence of the'Frontier Zone'" on the lowlands was
very quickly revived and became even more intensive than it had been before "The

Green Line" came into existence.

Surveys carried out within the framework of this study established thatat present
(1979/80) more than 50% of the inhabitants of the "Frontier Zome'" earn most of
their income in the lowlands and almost the entire population depends on vital
services provided by urban centres in the lowlands. The attachment of the
foothills belt to the lowlands has not only been renewed, since 1967, but has been
considerably strengthened and broadened and is based on a much wider variety of

factors. Tnus, the removal of the impassable "Green Line'" restored the unity of
ved ¥
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the geographical region to which both the foothills and the lowlands belong and
revived the processes of integration between these two adjoining physical units,
which were interrupted in 1948. It should be emphasized that the far reaching
changes in the character of "The Green Line" in 1967 had also a strong impact on
the population of the inner parts of the central highlands, east of the "Frontier
Zone", with some developments and phenomena similar to those which have taken
place in the foothills, but with much lesser intensity. However, the inhabitants
of the towns and villages of the inner part of '"The West Bank" have not developed

a weighty dependence on the lowlands.

LOWLANDS AND FOOTHILLS INTER DEPENDENT
The inter-dependence between the foothills and the lowlands in Samaria and Judea

is not, however, one sided. The foothills have become, in recent years, an important
factor in the economic activities and development of the lowlands. The labour

force drawn from the villages and townships of the foothills (the "Frontier Zone')
plays an important role in a number of wital industries (especially the building
industry) and services of the lowlands. BSerious disruptions would be caused in
these industries and services should the many thousands of workers from the foot-

hills be barred from their present places of employment.

Another vital factor is the control and management of the closely linked limited
groundwater - resources of both the lowlands and the adjoining foothills. The modern
intensive agriculture of the lowlands is extremely dependent on available ground-
water resources which are fully utilised. The same applies to the many industries
as well as to the household requirements of this densely inhabited region. The
groundwater resources of the lowlands are fed to a large extent by winter rainfall
on the central highlands and foothills which are built of highly impervious thick
beds of limestone, Until recently, the inhabitants of the highlands and the foot-
hills hardly used any groundwater resources. With the introduction of modern
drilling methods and equipment it would be possible, especially for the inhabitants
of the foothills belt, to reach and use much of the groundwater whichseeps down
from the highlands into the lowlands. Should this happen the lowlands could be
deprived of much of the presently available water resources, which are needed not
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only by the inhabitants but also by many of the economic activities which
employ large numbers of workers from the foothills, It is, therefore, vital for
the inhabitants of both the lowlands and the foothills ("Frontier Zone') that the
future development, management and exploitation of all water resources of the
region (which in a semi-arid country like Israel are on the whole scarce) i be

fully coordinated and if possible be placed under a common authority.

The re-imposition of '"The Green Line'" as an international boundary or as any other
form of barrier to free movement, within the framework of an agreement or arrange-
ment to solve the Palestine Problem, would have serious negative impacts, possibly
even disastrous effects, on the "Frontier Zone'". The "zone" would revert to a
state of extreme depression, worse than the one which followed the birth of "The
Green Line" in 1949, with de-population and processes of decay even more acute
than those of the mid 1960's, Even if the revived "Green Line" would be part of
a settlement which will allow normal relations between the states on both its
sides, it is unlikely that free unrestricted movement across this boundary will
be possible for many years. Thus, the re-emergence of "The Green Line" as an
international boundary would again cut-off the 'Frontier Zone" (the foothills and
western fringes of the central highlands) from the lowlands. The re-appearance

of "The Green Line'" as an international boundary would be much less damaging to
villages and towns of the interior of Samaria and Judea so that for the interior

the resulting disadvantages can be overcome without great difficulty.

CONCLUSTONS

The thorough examination of the physical and human characteristis of the foothills
belt of the central highlands (the "Frontier Zone") with special attention to the
past, present and possible future effects of '"The Green Line" led me to the

following conclusions:
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Changes in the location of "The Green Line" will have to be introduced as an
essential part of any political settlement which will determine the future of

"The West Bank". From a geographical point of view the most recommendable position
for "The Green Line", should an agreement be reached to re-instate it as an
international boundary,would be to move it 3-5 km. eastward so that the villages
and townships of the foothills (the present "Frontier Zone') and their lands will
be on the same side of the border as their resources of livelihood. This would
actually mean that the rectified "Green Line' would not divide the integrated Z
region consisting of the lowlands and foothills. This would invelve the ceding

to Israel of approximately 1000 sq, km. of "The West Bank" (but only a little

over 1% of the area of the Kingdom of Jordan) with a population of 190,000 (1979)
nearly all of whom are Arabs. This would increase the Arab minority of Israel from
16% to 20% of the total population. By rectifying "The Green Line" and pushing

it eastward a new frontier zone will be formed, but that will be without most of
the negative properties which gave the "Frontier Zone" of 1949-67 its depressed
character., The inhabitants of the area just east of the suggested new 'Green Line"
are not (and were not in the past) dependent either on the lowlands or on the
foothills, The villages of this new frontier zone form part of the hinterland

of the urban centres in the heart of the central highlands with which they have
strong links.

It is obvious that ethnic, political and military factors will play an important

if not dominant role when changes in the location and functions of "The Green Line"
will be negotiated. However, if careful consideration would be given to physical
and human geographical factors and to the nature of inter-dependence

between closely integrated neighbouring areas, as outlined in this study, a much
better new "Green Line" could be produced, to which the local population could
adjust without difficulty. Such an improved "Green Line" will safeguard the basic
requirements and quality of life, at present and in the future, of the inhabitants
of the frontier areas and thus contribute towards a durable solution of the

political problems of this country.




