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The Southern Shore

The Southern shores sxtends from Nahal Shlome in the north down to the
mouth of Wadi Taba = JToargel's scutherna frontier.

This streteh of mon 4e n marine nature reserve conteining a vich
variety of coral rocis.

Our aim is to presorve this enchanting under-water seensry, and to
ensure its normal growth concurrently with the development of diving
tourism in the reglons

Hers, the coral reefs run ¢lose to the shere for about 5 km, Thelr
proximity to the shere-line is of grest advantage to divers. Diving
sites in the Gulf of Ellat are suprisingly close , and hence are
readily mecessible with no negessity for covplicated means of
trancnortalion.

The shore=line is characterised by its granite rooks. Thie type of .'
coast sustaine no sandy beeches either on land or in the shallows.

The southernmost pert - that of wadi Taba = is a sandy streteh,

convenient for camping ond sunbathings In this area, a beach for

holiday-makers has booa ladid out, with sunshadesz, sweet=water showers

and parking facilities. Additional tourist sites here are the Sonesta

Hotel and Rafi Holson's Village. At the morthern end - that of Coral -

Beagh = are several hotels, the Aqua=Sport and Caravan diving eluba, and
& glass-botiom boal port.

The marine feuna congregates in the shallew soral-reef sreas. Although
disconnected, thece reafa sre extromely variegated,with numerous fish

and coral specles appearing in startling loosl concentrations, Thera

are many coral knolls with erevieces and caves housing choals of nocturnal .
fish. Here can be found all kinds of Ses Anemones and very rara corals =
essenticl for sustaining a rich fauna population. Forming an inseparable
part of the Coral Reserve, this atreteh of shore is & breeding centre

and & dispersal site for many species, and the wide, unbroken coral reef
represents an importent focus for underwster fauna.

From the base of the coral reefs, the sea bed descends in » gradual slope
to @ depth of B-10 m, whence it drops sharply to a depth of 30-40 m.







-E-

In this area there are panll corsl knolls surroundsd by sandy regions, and
by layars of ssn grass. Converzing on these knalls are numersus fish which
reguire this kind of enviropment for their subsistsnce. Because of the

soaraeity of sorsl knolls hers each local sites is an impressive phenomencn
in Ateelf. The coral concentrations act like a magnat on other marine
fauna species converging on the= in stupefying multitudes.

The sandy surfaces house concentrations cof Bea Horsem, Oarden esels and
Bea cucumbera.

The ¢oral reef io intercected by natural passages where one may enter and
ewim im the sem without fear of scratehss, or of damage besing caused to
the corals.

The impressive northern Coral Heef is well known. The southern shore holdas
regions of great interest, though these are mainly in shallow waters.

Indicated on the map are places recommended for diving, or for observation
with snorkel and mask. Among these arc the Taba Caves at the base of the
Lighthouse. At 3 m depth, they sre situsted in the lower part of a shallow
resf and inhabited by many nocturnal fish. Along with other reef ssctors is
the region, these are the sites that are richest in tony corals with their
conspicucus branchy, or msssive, shapes. The reef-wall faeing the open sea
has a girih of Fire Corals populated by multitudes of Coral Fish., Soft
Corals, Sea Anemones and Sea Urghins are also very common here,

Among the deep=-water sites recommended for diving, the Taba Shore dessrves
spegial mention. It contains & glant knoll with riech sheals of Gald Fish,
Gresn Pullers and many others erowding sround it. Among other depth sites
indicated on the map are mome particularly bewatiful coral knolls, whose
elose surroundinge are however sendy. Here can be found mony corals in shapes
of ramified buches on whiech live shella, Sen Anemones, crabs and small fishes.
The concentrations of fish here attract predater fish, such as Muray Eel,

ILion Fish and Grouperss At times, unusually large lmperator Fish, Angel Fish
and shoels of Buttoerfly Fish can be seen wandering from ome coral knoll to the
ethers Here are species of stony corale cherzcteristic of the deepy impressively
shaped sponges of different hues, and fish and sea urchin species not to be
found in shellow waters and oceurring cnly &t depths of 20 m and more.




1-3-1- | t

This marine regliop i=s endowed with a variety of habitats enabling diverse,
speglfic, faunmn specles to live here. qntll rresent & wide ronge of shapes
and eolours for uu to enjov.

For your own, and for nature's sske, plesse ablde by the follewing rules,
80 that we,as well =& future gensrations may continue to take pleasure
in this glft of nature.

Be sure to enter the water wearing gym shoss (sneakers) to protect your
feet from the sharp corale and the polsoncus Sea urchins.

Swim - do not walk in the water, and abatain from touching unfamiliar
animals.

Endeavour to swim at some distance from the corals in order to aveld
touching and damaging them. The effects of such demage will be viaible
for a long time. ; .

Fishing in the repion ie strictly forbidden |

Fleass romember: &ll faupsa species in the CGulf of Eilat are protected
assets of pature. They &re not to be removed from the water, nor are their
shells to be collected from the besch.

Cleanliness is indispensable for full enjoyment of the mcenery. Equip
Yourself with plastic bag for cellesting your garbage uatil you can
dispose of it in & proper receptecle.

Sailing requires an official licence. o not ssil eclose to bathers in the
BeB, and do not wpproach the coral meefs so as to prevent divers being hurt.

Livers
Iiving services (incl., oxyren refilling) are available at the diving centres. .

Do not dive on your cwnj the minimum number required for permission to dive
is two persons, and the use of a merked float is obligatory.

Further information is ovailable aty

Nature Reserves Authority,Corsl Besch,FOB 667,Eilat, Tel: 050-73088
Taba Administration, Teba Fesch = on the spet

Hunicipal Information Dffice, Naptun Hotel, Eilat, Tel: 059-7L233
isreael Alrports Authority, Taba Airstrip, Tel: 059-=73110
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