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TEL-AVIV UNIVERSITY

Tel Aviv, 22.2.79
Dear Prof. Yavin,

Following our discussion, I have made some enquiries with regard to the
field -study centres in Sinai.

The field study centres are owned by the Society for the Protection of Nature
in Israel. This is a private organization, but since most of the funds for
building the centres came from the government, it intends to seek government
approval regarding their future use,

Each centre consists ofs

1. Residential apartments for staff ;
2. Hostel, including dining facilities, for student groups and tourists;
3. Class rooms, laboratories, stores and offices. .

Year-round activities presently include:

1. Seminars for high school groups;

2. Vacation trips for adults;

3. Special courses in natural history e.g. ornithology, marine bioclogy,
geology ete.

In addition to organizing the above activities, staff are involved in various
research projects and advise the appropriate authorities on nature conservation.

The field study centres in Sinai employ the following staff:

l. Director

2. Full time guides, some of whom are university graduates (4-6)

3. Volunteer guides (4-6)

4. Maintenance, secretary, guard, cook, hostel-service (9-10) .

Income :

1. Earning from services
2. Govermnment grants r
3. Grants from private organizations

Once Sinai has been returned to the Eqyptian autorities, the Society is

prepared to operate its centres in collaboration with Egyptian and international
agencies interested in conservation, such as the Smythsonian Institute.

In this context, it should be pointed ocut that the centres' income is presently
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TEL{AVIV UNIVERSITY

derived mostly from guided tours to Israeli groups. Under Egyptian rule, it
is possible that fewer groups will ccme from Israel, and additional grants will
then be required. The centres will then be ahle to concentrate more on
conservation and research activities.

The following is a table which provides some more detailed information on
the centres.

Naama Tzukel David Yamit

Hostel area (buildings) 2000 s3.m. 500 = .,m 2000 =L.m
Beds in hostel 120 8O 120 .
Staff - guides 1z 13 10
Technical staff 10 9 a

vehicles 2 2 2

Budget 1877/8 I1.4.000.000 IL3.000.000 IL3.206.000

No. of nights X students 20.000 16.000 17.000

No. of quided groups X days 1200 1500 1200

Sincerely yours, ’

Amotz Zahawvi
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