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AFTERWORD

(In place of summary)

The findings of the archaeological study of Nekresi can hardly be
overestimated. In the first place our view broadens about such a universal
phenomenon as writing, without which neither the existence of national
intellect is conceivable, nor even state development. After the outstanding
archaeological discoveries made at Mtskheta, Samtavro and Armaziskhevi
burial grounds, on the ancient Vani city site and Akhalgori, scholarship has
long been afforded the possibility to follow not only examples of high-ranking
art, clearly reflecting the scope of the cultural stream and the results of the
initial state of development — rooted in the brilliant culture of Trialeti, but also
to trace the phenomenon of a clearly-defined state thinking under conditions of
the disintegration of individual tribal communes and their union into state
organization. This was the middle of the first millennium B.C. — a new stage of
social development, with the emergence of a new socio-economic core in the
shape of cities; the country is criss-crossed by trade routes, roads run to
different countries, and the ground is laid for the Great Silk Road. Trade,
political and intellectual channels broaden the people's perception; contacts
with various countries grow.

The appearance of King Parnavaz in the arena of history was a logical
outcome at the beginning of the great road, which was to be followed by
Georgian statehood. By uniting the Western and Eastern parts of Georgia he
set up a single state system that lacked one major component to become
perfect. The Ancient East has not a single state confederation without some
kind of writing. The “Georgian writing”, created by Parnavaz, filled the lacuna
that Georgian statehood had. The establishment of Georgian writing was
acknowledged in the Middle Ages, when Christianity was at its height, so that
its “pagan character" had by no means diminished the considerable benefit
accruing to Georgian writing over the centuries, especially in the Middle Ages.

King Parnavaz, as the leader of the country, needed writing to strengthen
the religious dogmas and faith among the population, to consolidate the
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Georgian phenomenon that found it difficult to prove its way in conditions of a
multilingual population. He did succeed in implementing an effective measure,
as a result of which “no other language but Georgian was spoken in Kartli". As
noted elsewhere, writing implied the creation of religious texts — spread and
inculcated by scholars.

| assume that the first pages of the "book” created in Georgian must have
been taken up by translations of the “Avesta”, that is parts of it — hymns,
prayers — indispensable for the faithful congregation. Documentary evidence is
available on the existence of texts of the Avesta as far back as the fifth
century, so that it must have been in use in the time of Parnavaz, although a
large part of the manuscript of the Avesta was lost upon Alexander the Great’s
invasion of the Persian Empire. According to medieval annalists, after the
Greeks, the Arsacids (238 B.C. — 224 A.D.) attempted to restore the texts of
the Avesta — and with success. Some believe that reports of the Avesta were
invented and that the Mazdeans delivered the prayers only orally. This view is
unacceptable, for a brilliant ceramic tile has survived, depicting supports with
opened books and pupils (preserved in Azerbaijan’s Historical Museum).

Thus Georgian alphabet was created in the time of Parnavaz, paving the
way for writing with the primary purpose of disseminating religious texts.

True, the origin of the Georgian alphabet falls to the years of Parnavaz's
reign but this must have been one stage in the creation and perfection of the
alphabet, most likely preceded by a fairly longer preparatory period. This
assumption is necessary, for the Georgian alphabet is a result of original work,
a large part of the Georgian letters stemming from a common root. As | noted
in the texts, the vertical line is the initial form, which served as the basis of the
first letter » (a) of the Georgian alphabet and the numerical value of "one". The
vertical line became the basis of the graphical expression of many characters
of the Georgian alphabet: 1,7, ", ,E, R, b, L, F, L, &, B, U, N, 9.

According to the Nekresi inscriptions, identification of the earliest
specimens must be feasible by their angularity. Special mention should be
made of the rendering of the sound variation according to some letter-signs.
We have two kinds of m (0), both pointing to Greek prototypes, which does not
rule out different variants of their pronunciation: short and long. At the same
time we have different characters for the grapheme = (0), which cannot derive
from Greek: O TLL,

The ten inscriptions discovered at Nekresi: as well as four inscriptions
brought to light in Rustavi should be assigned to the pre-Christian period —
from the closing centuries of the old era to the fourth century A.D. The dating
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must be largely based on the cultural layers of archaeological sites and
accompanying archaeological materials. Unfortunately, in this common
chronology, internal dating is rendered difficult, with the exception of a couple
of cases.

| should like to note also that it is highly difficult to determine the date of
the lower layer, for it is hard to link without relevant argumentation the
inscribed grave stone with the lower cultural layer, which is dated to the 4"-2™
centuries B.C. and where cremation burials are attested with black polished
pottery. However, | retain the suspicion of such a possibility. Future work will
shed light on this possibility.

To date the theory linking Georgian writing with Aramaic has, regretfully,
gained ground. This idea is advanced more persistently in connection with
King Parnavaz. Elsewhere | noted that those specimens of Aramaic were
unknown in the time of Parnavaz. Two long Aramaic inscriptions are available:
the Bilingual and “Victory Stela” (I-ll centuries), as well as separate words on
wares, most of which were imported. The data at hand cannot be decisive in
linking the Georgian alphabet with Aramaic — the more so by the time of
Parnavaz when, as already noted, Aramaic inscriptions were not evidenced in
Georgia. Although these inscriptions contain many interesting points for the
history of the political and social history of Kartli in the first centuries, they
cannot be considered to have been a factor contributing to the establishment
of the Georgian phenomenon. Special attention should be paid to the fact that
the Bilingual is written in Aramaic and Greek. It is not mentioned in the
Aramaic part that Parsman is a Georgian king: we learn this only from the
Greek text. After all, was the Aramaic text composed for Georgians?
Ksefarnug, lodmangan, Serapita, Agrippa (!)

Some of those interested in the history of the writing of Georgian society
Nekresi and Rustavi have proved to be the only sites from where specimens
of single inscription come. | discuss this extensively in the text, noting that the
long dominance of foreigners in the capital of Kartli, followed by the
introduction of Christianity, led to the destruction of pagan sites and
inscriptions. The so-called separation of “pagan” and “Christian writing” was
the result of the relenteess religious standoff, which blocked the development
of Georgian writing for quite some time, until the so-called “pagan”, “lowly” and
“discarded” language (loane-Zosime) was restored to its rights. In this period,
which may be dated to the 4" - first half of the 5" century, the Georgian
alphabet was used only by the pagans (Nekresi inscription 9, Mobidans).
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Vakhtang Gorgasali’'s church reform strengthened the Georgian church,
established autocephaly, set up new bishoprics and restored the Georgian
alphabet to its rights.

Life showed that pagan Georgian writing could by no means be given up
and it proved viable not because of it being pagan but due to the strong code
that had been put in the Georgian alphabet.

Georgian writing reached unprecedented development following the
adoption of Christianity, especially from the second half of the 5" century.
Religious holy books were translated and original literature was created.
Georgian texts appear on the walls of churches and monasteries, on
monuments of secular architecture, on crosses and icons, etc.

The inscriptions of Nekresi and Rustavi have shifted the history of the
creation of the Georgian alphabet at least seven or eight centuries back and
although incompletely, yet with sufficient validity, shown its original
appearance and stages of development. It is hard to come to more extensive
conclusions at present — after all we have only fourteen inscriptions so far,
but the hope is high for making new discoveries in the future.
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