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R.Ramishvih
Archacological Research at Davati
(Summary’)

In 1980 the exploratory team of the archacological expedition to the moun-
tainous area of castern Georgia discovered to the southeast of the village of
Davati an architectural complex the main building of which 1s the Church of the
Mother of God. The archacological research carried out at Davatr in 1984-85
and 1988 was crowned with extremely noteworthy discoverices.

Pavati is situated 1n the Dushet District. in the upper part ot the left
tributary of the river Aragvi. on the mountain covered with a thick forest (1403
m uhm;‘ sea level. The village of Davatiis mentoned i written sources from
the 1071 1%¢e. It sprang up at a significant road connecting Inner Kartli by the
<hortest route to the Tori and Alazani valleys.

The Davati architectural complex consists of a two-nave basilica of the
Earlv Middle Ages. which was extended n the I2™ ¢. by a southern annex. a
smnl-l hall church. a quadrangular three-storey tower and a small auxiliary room,
in which a vault for the interment of clergymen 1s found.

After the completion of the archaeological research and processing of the
obtained materials. some views expressed by the present author in the prelimi-
nary ficld reports and letters changed considerably.

The main church - the two-nave basilica (8.4m in length, 6.4 m in width) - as
a result of the construction of the third nave from the south, came to resemble in
its outward appearance a triple basilica (total width 9.2 m). In the nucleus of this
building. the main nave is connected by two semicircular arches to the northern
nave, which results in the common inner space. The two-nave basilica is sepa-
rated from the third nave. i.e. the annex of a later period, by a blank wall. in the
western section of which there is a quite wide entrance door o the church.

On the basis of the comparative analysis of the plan ol the two-nave
basilica and the decorative elements of the interior and the exterior. the two-
nave basilica of Davati is dated to the second half of the 6™ ¢. (more likely to its
end). This dating is supported by the fragments of tiles obtained during exca-
vations, characteristic of the 6™ c., and fragments of glass vessels. ol which
two fragments of the lips ol lamps with a small handle. are noteworthy, also
typical of the 6"-7" cc.

According to the plan. the Davati church shows especial resemblance 10
the two-nave basilicas of Lapanaantkari and Nedzikhis Bziana. studied by our

expedition. dated to the second half of the 5" ¢. and the beginning of the 6o
(K. Tsereteli).
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For the construction of the Davati churceh. along with the basic butlding-
material - cobblestones. large fragments of broken stelae were also used. which
had stood on the territory under discussion before the construction of the
church. According to these fragments. the existence ol 7 stelae of ditferent
sizes may be assumed at Davati. the sides of which were decorated with an-
thropomorphic. vegetable and geometrical motifs. Obviously. the stelae be-
long to a much earlier period than the basilica. The sides of the Davau stelae
have preserved a number of Inscriptions of various periods. written in the
Asomiavruli script.

Of the archacological finds. special attention attaches (o Stele I, the main
side of which shows 1Iu Mother of God without a nimbus. st inding. holding in
Her hand the infant Saviour. The representation is accompanied by abbrevi-
ated explanatory inscripuons in Asomitavruli.

The composition showing the elevation of the G icorgian alphabet given on
the opposite side of the image of the Mother of God is even more mteresung.
In its upper register Archangels Michael and Gabriel are depicted, on the oval
plane between them the complete Georgian alphabet containing 37 letters is
scratched, the most ancient among those known before. The lower register ol
the same side shows two men dressed in garments befitting nobles. According
to scholars (R.Pataridze. G.Narsidze, G. Tsertsvadze. N.Kandelaki and others).
one of the persons depicted in relation to the plot of the elevation of the
alphabet is Parnavaz, the creator of the Georgian script. and the other is the
first Christian King Mirian. who revived the Georgian script. Such a definition
15 10 the first place based on the structure and character of the entire COMPOSI-
tion proper. In the present author’s view, the compositton on this side of the
stele is an illustration of its literary primary source Praise and Glorificarion of
the Georgian Language. in which the Georgian alphabet is raised to the divine
level. Hence, it is natural to recognize in the tigures represented in the lower
register the persons who made an outstanding contribution to the Georgian
language and script. _

The comparative and artistic-stylistic analysis of tfragments of the Davati
stelae and in this case, Stele 1, allows dating the stelae discovered at Davati to
the second half of the 4™ ¢. Such a dating of the stelae is also supported by
archaeological materials. Of these. fragments of Miskheta-type red-painted
tiles and straw-coloured-clay vessels for table use are noteworthy, dated to the
Late Roman and Early Christian Period (3*-4%cc.).

The roof of the {:.\'()-n;'we church. constructed in the second half n_l' the ()"‘.
.. was mended time and again. which is indicated by the discovery of tiles of
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difterent pertods there. Espectally abundant of these fragments are ules dated

to the turn of the 12%-13%cc.. which, after the construcuon ol the southern
nave. were used for mending the roof cornice. whercas all the three naves of
the church were covered with new tiles.

Materials characteristic of the High Middle Ages occur in large numbers at
the Davati archacological site. In addition, on the territory of the entire complex
[ 2 burials were excavated. 9 of which are brought to light within the limits of the
basilica proper. All the burials belong to the High Middle Ages. This dating 1
supported by the burial structure. the funerary custom and a few objects dis-
covered in the burials. Especially interesting of the burals is Burial 10. focated
under the south wall of the southern annex. the foundation of the wall rested
directiy on the rooi of this burial. According to the handle and decorauve tle ol
the :l;l;rcd iio discovered in this burial, Burial 10 is dated to the turn ol the T17-
12 ce. or the beginning of the 127 ¢. It is obvious from this discovery that the
outhern annex of the church of the Mother of God could not have been
constructed earlier than the 127 c.

Due to the unstable situation aiter the Mongol rule in Georgia. a quadran-
cular tower was erected at the Davati churches, which defended the entrance
to the church and the clergvmen serving there. The small hall church bordering
on the west wall of the basilica must have been constructed in the 14" c.,
probably. in the reign of Giorgi the Brilliant. This church is not notable for
araceful architecture. which is primarily indicated by the character and level of
the cobblestone masonry.

“he Davati architectural complex. as is clear from archacological materials
and written sources. ceased its existence in the 15" ¢. On the basis of the
writien sources. precisely from this period the village of Davati was given a
new name - Odishelidze.

As is obvious from the excavated material, the faith{ul continued to visit
the Davaii architectural complex in the subsequent centuries. especially on the
birthday of' the Mother of God. This feast is celebrated to the present day. From
2007 the faithful will have an opportunity to celebrate it not on the ruins of the
basilica. but at the already reconstructed site. which was carried out according
to the project drafted at the Monument Conservation Service (author of the
project D.Chikaidze) and owing to the selfless efforts of Davati residents. of
which the contribution of Father Maksime (Paikidze). Gia Odishelidze and ma-
son 1o Chohiashvili is invaluable. After the interior of the basilica is put in
order. the Christian divine service will be restored at the Davati churches.
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Description of the Plates

Pl 1. Architectural complex of the Mother of God at Davati, colour,
view from the cast.

Pl I1. The same. view from the weslL.

Pl I11. 1. Davat complex, view from the south-east belore cut-
ting down the forest, photo taken in early spring (1981). 2. The same,
showing the south wall of the main nave of the Church of the Mother
ol God and side of the window-frame faced with flat stone.

PL.1V. |. Davati complex after the removal of plant cover, view
from the north-west. 2. The same, view from the west before cutting
down the forest. 3. The same. view from the south-west, after the
removal of plant cover. 4. Church of the Mother of God, view [rom
the south, showing the upper part of the doorway to the main nave,
the door i1s almost filled with ruins. 5. The same, detail.

Pl. V. 1. View from the north-west of the column and arcade
separating the middie and the northern naves of the Church of the
Mother of God. 2. The same, view {rom the south. Place above the
column head, where a stone with carved ornamentation had been laid,
fragments are scattered nearby.

PlL. VI. 1. View of the column between the naves from the south-
cast. Representation of acanthus branch. 2. The same, view from the
south, to the right the representation of the Mother of God with the

Infant Saviour.

Pl. VII1. 1. Arched doorway in the south wall of the middle (main)
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nave. view from the north (on the inside). 2 .Apse of the middle nave.
after cleaning from plants, view from the west.

Pl. VIIL. 1. Plan of Davati architectura] complex. Author -
D.Chikaidze. 2. View of the same complex from the cast. with a tower
o the leit

PLIX. 1. View ol Davati buildings from the wes(. 2. Section,
view Lo the caslt.

PL X. 1. Section, view to the south. 2. The same. section on the
main nave, view to the north.

PL X1. I. Davau Mother of God, view of the complex [rom the
north-west before siarting the archacological research. 2. The same.
view [rom the southwest. The southern nave is excavated and the
doorway is cleaned. 3. Window of the apsec of the main nave of the
Church of the Mother of God. with a bow above. view from the east.
4. Soutern nave of the Church of the Mother of God, doorway to the
main nave. 5. Southeast corner of the tower and the relatively well-
preserved eastern facade. 6. Window with a bow of the northern
nave of the Church of the Mother of God. View of the exterior.

PL. X1I. 1. Blocked-up window of the main nave of the church.
view from the east. 2. Arch of the window, cut out of solid travertine,
in the east wall of the tower.

PL XIII. 1. Beginning of the corridor leading from the tower to
the southern nave of the church. Arch made of uneven fragments of

y {rom
travertine is visible from the tower. 2. Beyond the passageway fr

> middle nave > church
the tower to the church, the doorway to the middle nave of the chui
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is visible. 3. View of the passageway from the tower to the church in
1988. showing the collapscd arch and architrave stone [tom the south-
crn nave. 4. Column head separating the middle and the northern naves,
5. South wall of the main nave of the church, from within a blank
arcade is visible. 6. Travertine arch of the door leading to the proth-
csis of the northern nave.

Pl XIV. . Apsec of the maim nave of the Church of the Mother of
God with the bema steps and remains of the iconostasis before clean-
ing completely. 2. The same, showing contours of the sanctuary built
ol mortared stone and the “quadra’™ for the erection of the cross in
front of the iconostasis.

PL. XV. L. Front part of the apse of the main nave after cleaning.
2. Sanctuary of mortared stone, in front, Lo the left, fragments of the
octagonal column of the iconostasis, travertine.

Pl. XVI. 1. Masonry of the Church of the Mother of God. 2.
View of the apse in 1988. after removal of ruined stones of the iconosta-
sis and the sanctuary.

PL. XVII. 1. The visible side of the stele, showing the Mother of
God with Child. 2. The hidden side of the same stele with the repre-
sentation of the Georgian alphabet between the Archangels.

PL XVIIIL. |. The Georgian alphabet between the Archangels,
cnlarged photo.

PL XIX. 1. Acanthus branch shown o the visible side of Stele '1.

2. Acanthus branch shown on the hidden side of the same stele, with
broken left part.
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PL. XX 1. Bustof Child Jesus Christin the hands of the
standing Mother of God.
PL. XX1I. 1. Composition preserve on the hidden side of Stele
'l. Archangels Michael and Gabriel, colour

PL XXII. 1. Laymen shown on the same side of Stele 1, colour.

Pl. XXIIL 1. Graphic representation of Archangels Michael and
Gabriel with the complete Georgian alphabet. Archangel Michael with
dropped wings, inscription written with contractions (d-"b=Michael).
Drawing by Prof. G. Abramishvili. 2. Inscriptions written with con-
lractions accompanying the images of the Mother of God and Child
Jesus.

PL. XXIV. 1-3. Stele '2. Three representations of the stele com-
pleted with Bolnuri crosses on the pedestal made of triangular notches.
4. The fourth side with the schematic representation of the Tree of
Life and two Bolnuri crosses.

PL. XXV. 1. Stele '3 made pr of three sizeable parts. 2. Main side
with four medallions, of these the lower is the Victory Cross. 1,3.
Lateral sides decorated with “window” patterns and eight-petal me-
dallions ““on the capital”. 4. Plain side with double notched bands on
the edges and a schematic representation of the cross.

PL XXVI. I. Small part of Stele '4, discovered in the southern
nave of the church. Fragment reconstructed from splinters. showing
thé Mother of God with Child. 2. Figure of an Archangel, which fitted
from above the fragment with the image of the Mother of God. 3. The
- basis of the stele with the stepped support, the obverse showing the
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equal-armed cross inscrted in a dotted circle.

PL. XXVII. 1. Reconstructed fragment of Stele '4, representing g
twin of the respective image on Stele '1. 2. Figure ol an Archangel,
which fitted from above the fragment with the image of the Mother of
God. Remains of acanthus branch on the lateral side. similar to Stele
']. 3. Stele 17, figures of two men dressed in lay atuire. Fragment was
cemented together {rom splinters discovered in the middle nave. 4.,
Inscriptions written with contractions along the [ace of the Mother of
God (Inscription 110).

Pl. XXVIII. 1. Specimen on the Victory Cross and eight-petal
medallion inscribed in a fourfold circle, in a triangular notched frame.
2. Stele ! 0, representation of two uplifted hands, fragment of reject
workpiece. 3. Splinters of stelae — one with rhomboid notches. 4.
Arm of a large stele, presumaby, erected in front of the iconostasis.
the stem of which must have been fastened into a quadra with a qua-
drangular depression. |

PL. XXIX. 1. Specimen of inscription on Stele !, probably, the
oldest as compared with other pilgrim inscriptions (Inscription 7).

PL. XXX. 1. Pilgrim inscription on Stele 12, in which Stepanc is
mentioned.

Pl. XXXI. 1. “Christ, have mercy on your servant Beshken” (In-
scription 15). 2. In this Inscription too Beshken is mentioned (Inscrip-
tion '4). 3. Inscription 18 executed in the Mkhedruli script. 4. In-
scription ‘6. All the four pilgrim inscriptions are scratched in the lower
part of visible sides of Stele 11
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Pl. XXXII. I. Inscription '12. 2. Inscription 113, 3. Inscription
13- “Have mercy on me, Tskiri”. 4. Inscription 19,

PL XXXII. 1. Arrangement of burials in the church and around it.

PL XXXIV. 1. Supporting column between the naves and arcade
in the basilica, belore excavation in 1980, view from the north-west.
2. The same column after removal of parts of the stele from the ma-
sonry, filling-restoration and digging around it. View from the south.
The roof of Burial 7 in the background.

PL. XXXV. 1. Trench in the middle nave. Of numerous bones one
individual assumed shape (Burial '9a). 2. In the western part of the
trench a stone box (Burial '9), no grave goods. 3. Burial '3 in the
prothesis of the northern nave. 4. Sanctuary of the southern nave. 5.
Burial '4 in the southern nave, before opening. 6. Burial '4 in the
southern nave, after opening.

PL XXXVI. 1. Burial 16 on the lower level, Burial '5 on the upper
level. 2. Burial '7, fragment of stele with human representation (Stele
'7) is used to fasten roof slabs. 3. Western part of the roof of Burial
"7.4. Burial 17 aftercleaning, lower level. 5. Burial '8 in the yard of
the church, in front of the eastern facade. 6. Burial '8, the roof belore
opening.

PL XXXVII. 1. Burial '10 under the foundation of the south wall
of the southern nave, filled with bones thrown without order. View
from the west. 2. The same burial after partial cleaning. View from the
casl.

PL XXX VIIL. 1. View from the south of the south wall of the main
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nave of the two-nave basilica before starting restoration. The upper
band shows the slab of the western side of the window-{rame: in the
middle band — remains of the northern abutment o [ the arch of the
southern nave. 2. The same wall ready [or restoration.

Pl. XXXIX. Fragments of tiles of final stage of the LLate Armazi
period. (09-LXI11-85-99, 100, 101, 102) 2004, inv. 1164, discov-
ered under the foundation of the south wall of the southern nave: four
specimens of 1985 were found outside the southern nave, in the de-
struction layer.

Pl X L. Fragments of tiles of the second chronological group (09-
1.XI1I1-85-18 threeitems: 1988, inv. '162. 163), the bulk arc discov-
ered along the south wall of the southern nave, in the destruction layer.

Pl. XLI. Pantiles with straw-coloured or pink clay (09-LXIII-
85-78. 83.82). Discovered in the destruction layer outside the south-
emn nave, the third chronological group.

PL. XLII. Pantiles, two (09-LXII1-88-73, 72) specimens are [ired
reddish, visible side is plain. One (09-LXII1-85-80) specimen has
thick raised edges.

PL. XLIII. Grooved tiles, with straw-coloured clay. At narrow
end with the representation of the cross above (09-LXII1-85-95. 96).
the third specimen with plain surface (inv. ! 92), the third chronologi-
cal group.

PL. XLIV. Grooved tile (09-L.XI11-85-10) with straw-coloured
back. Tiles (1988, inv. 189, 94) with pink clay, the third chronologi-

cal group.
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Pl. XLV. 1. Grooved tiles with the representation of the cross
(09-LXI11-85-95, 96), photo. 2. Tiles (09-LX111-85-88. 89). photo.

PL XLVI. Grooved tiles 09-LX111-85-98). at narrow end with
triangular supporting projection, reddish clay. Tiles (09-LXI11-88-159)
with reddish clay and thickened Support at narrow end. The fourth
chronological group.

PL XLVIL Grooved tile of the so-called Zhaler; type, with thick-
cened support and slanting clements attached from above (09-LXIII-
85-85) and (1988 inv. '158), the fourth chronological group.

PlL. XLVIII. Pantiles (09-LXI11-88-119. 120, 121), the fourth
chronological group.

Pl. XLVIX. 1. Jar, end of the Late Middle Ages (18"-19" cc.?),
discovered in the ruins during cleaning of the hall church (09-LXI1I-
85, 2). Pot, end of the Late Middle Ages (09-LXI11-85-3), at the
same place.

PL. L. Fragments of a clay vessel (jug). Straw-coloured, well-
levigated clay (09-1X111-85-9, 10). Contemporary with tiles of the
first chronological group.

PL LI. Fragments of a cup (bowl) with hollow stems (09-LXIII-
89151 1988, inv.145). Of these, the fragment discovered in 1988
fitted '5/1 found in 1985, according to which, it was established that
the vessel had four stems. Probably, of the Early Middle Ages.

PL. LII. Fragments of a glazed vessel: bottom of a bowl (09-
LXI1I-85-6), cemented together from 5 small fragments. ' 13 must be

' : h_14t cc. Relatively earlier
Of the same vessel, belonging to the 13"-14" cc. Relatively ez
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specimens: fragment of green-glazed bowl (inv. 14): polychrome-
olazed ('11 and 09-L.XI1I-88-30, 58). Two fragments date to the
kl:.;uc Middle Ages (85-11 and 88-53): handle of a glazed jug (09-
LLXI111-04-170). Found in Burial '10.

Pl. LI11. Bottoms of unglazed bowls: with ring foot (09-LXII1I-
85-7 and 1988 inv.153, 55), 13" c. and with flat bottom (1985 '8 and
1988 152), Late Middle Ages.

Pl. LIV. Decorative tiles. High Middle Ages. L.ong decorative
tiles (type 1). sizes varying between 20-21 cm (09-LLXIII-85, 22, 31,
34, 39). Some specimens are preserved partially. Small {fragments of
decorative tiles nearby (09-LLXI1I1-85, 20, 26, 27, 30, 35, 38): frag-
ment of decorative tile (09-LXIII-04-169) occurred in Burial '10.

PlL. LV. ““‘Standard-sized” decorative tiles (length -10, 12 cm),
obtained as a result of division of long decorative tiles, type I (09-
LXIII-85-21, 23, 24, 28, 29, 33, 34, 36, 37; 1988 inv. 13).

PL. LVI. 1. Iron staples of various sizes for fastening tiles on the
roof (09-LXIII-85-41-44., 16 specimens, recorded as number 4. 2.
Iron nails (09-LXIIT-85-45 and 1988 inv. 119, 39).

Pl. LVII. Inv. 1170. Handle of glazed jug discovered in Burial
'10; 1nv.1169 — fragment of glazed decorative tile from Burial '10:1nv.
'32. 33,31 —specimens of glazed decorative tiles, 133 — with a hole
for fastening; inv.'48, 60, 47 - late specimens of bronze bells.

PL. LVIII. Pectoral icons (09-LXIII-85-56. 54: 1988, inv. '42),
Stamped, small-sized. Silvercup with an inscription (19" c.) and {rag-
ments of censer (09-LXII1-85-5 I, 52 two parts), cross (1983 138),
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finger-rings — (1985, 155 and 1988 - 157).

PL LIX. Fragments of glass vessels, discovered in 1988. 8 small
{ragments occurred in Burial '3 (deacon’s house). Of these, four (inv.
119) —in upper layer of earth thrown into the burial, four (inv. 128) —in
the lower layer. These fragments found their way into the burial at the
same time. Fragment of lip of lamp, green (inv. '44). with broken
handle. Fragment of blue glass (inv. 146), stem of vessel, of green
glass (inv. '47), fragment of the lip of a lamp. transparent, colourless.
with a small handle (inv. '48). All four pieces occurred during cleaning
of Burial '7, in earth thrown in it.

PL LX. 1. “Skull” cut out of pebble (09-LXI111-88-66), discov-
cred on the lower level of Burial '7. 2. Architectural detail. Window
header from travertine layer.

PL LXI. I. Tower (belfry) before restoration. 2. Hall church be-
[ore restoration.

Pl. LX1I. . Church of the Mother of God at Davati, eastern
facade, restoration work is being completed. 2. The same, western
facade, restored tower is visible. Restoration work at the hall church.

PL. LXIII. 1. Davati architectural complex, view from the north-
west. Restoration work is being completed. 2. Process of re-inter-
ment of the bones accumulated during the archaeological rescarch.

The ritual performed by Priest Father Maksime (Paikidze).
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